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REASON(S) FOR AMENDMENT
 
 
 
 

This Amendment approved by the Grants Officer is issued in triplicate and constitute an obligation of Federal funding. By signing the three documents, the
Recipient agrees to comply with the Amendment provisions checked below and attached, as well as previous provisions incorporated into the Award. Upon
acceptance by the Recipient, two signed Amendment documents shall be returned to the Grants Officer and the third document shall be retained by the
Recipient. If not signed and returned without modification by the Recipient within 30 days of receipt, the Grants Officer may unilaterally terminate this Amendment.

[ ] Special Award Conditions (Attachment B)

[ ] Line Item Budget (Attachment A)

[ ] Other(s)
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TITLE
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TITLE DATE
 

09/30/2013

$126,323,296.00

$33,500,000.00

This request is predicated upon the following information:

Shortly after the grant award, the environmental assessment process, the extent of which had not been anticipated, caused delays of
up to six months.  During this entire process, the grant was not approved to begin construction of any type.  Also, during this period,
due largely to Tsunami damage, a major shortage of fiber further delayed the project.  To mitigate these delays, NTIA approved
purchases of some goods and materials; however, construction could not commence.

As the full impact of construction delay due to environmental and fiber shortages became apparent, Frontier Communications
submitted, and NTIA approved, a mitigation plan indicating grant construction completion during December 2012 and January
2013.

Concurrently, during the wireless build-out, five existing towers were deemed at or near structural capacity and could not support
the additional weight of additional BTOP antennae.  We submitted to NTIA a plan to replace these five towers; however, again the
environmental process caused delays of about four months significantly delaying the wireless build-out.  NTIA approved the five
replacement towers and related materials and construction.  This change caused stress on the overall ability to complete the wireless
portion of the grant construction by February 2013.

At the end of June 2012, the entire East Coast was struck by a super derecho storm causing damage, to BTOP fiber in WV, largely
due to winds and fallen trees.  Subsequently, during late October, Hurricane Sandy skirted the east coast, making landfall in the
New York/New Jersey areas.  Portions of WV received over thirty-six inches of snow while high winds moved across the entire
state.   These storms were so significant that the Governor declared state of emergency for WV.   FEMA continues to provide
disaster relief in WV.

Without these issues, the project would have completed on time; however, due to the stress caused by the environmental processes,
fiber shortage, and then the two storms, it is deemed not feasible to complete the grant by the original February completion date.

We discussed this with our NTIA Program Manager and the attached mitigation plans and charts support this request.

The overall benefits of an extension include a 100% grant completion during 2013.  This ensures that continuation of the project
adheres to all special award conditions, safety rules and procedures, environmental compliance is complete, and that federal grant
funds are utilized as prescribed.

Without a grant extension, the wireless network would not be fully complete leaving �holes� in the system and some community
anchor institutes would not be served.  Further, the National Radio Astronomy Observatory Astronomy (NRAO) to West Virginia
University (WVU) connectivity would remain without completed fiber.

Thank you for consideration of this request.
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