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March 24, 2010
NTIA
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue N.W.
Washington, DC 20230
To Whom It May Concern:
This letter is in support of VTel’s proposal for the funding of a high-speed,
broadband network, which would serve healthcare and educational institutions
across the state of Vermont.
As current VTel customers, we can attest to their ability to deliver high-quality
services at reasonable cost. Our current service level has given our students
and faculty ready access to information on the Internet with a reliability that has
permitted our teachers to develop curriculum based on those resources.
The success with such curriculum has, predictably, led to greater demand for
bandwidth and encouraged us to seek even greater benefits from Internet
connectivity. The ability to participate in distance-learning programs through
video conferencing, which would provide educational opportunities that would
otherwise be denied a relatively small school system like ours, is of particular
importance to us. However, we do not, at present, have the capacity to take full
advantage of such offerings. The funding of VTel’s proposal would give us that
capacity and provide even greater access to resources by connecting us directly
to major universities in our region.
We look forward to working with VTel to expand our educational horizons.
Sincerely,

Mark R. Mason
Superintendent of Schools

BTOP Comprehensive Community Infrastructure
Community Anchor Institution and Network Points
of Interest Detail Template
Please complete the Anchor Institution Details worksheet by providing information on
Community Anchor Institutions that will be directly connected by the proposed netwo
as necessary. All Community Anchor Institutions should be given a type from the spec
Community Anchor Institution is considered a minority-serving institution if it is a post-second
educational institution with enrollment of minority students exceeding 50% of its total enrollm

"Project Role" column only requires a word or two, or a short phrase, not a detailed e
detailed explanation of the role of project partners and community anchor institution
provided in the essay portions of the application.
Please complete the Points of Interest worksheet by providing information on all poin
interconnection (passive, non-environmentally controlled points of interconnection, e
points, may be excluded), collocation facilities, central offices, head ends, and other c
facilities, network access points to last mile service providers, Internet peering points,
For each point of interest you may provide either a street address or geocoordinates o
must provide detail on what the point of interest is, whether it is already existing or w
created by the proposed project. Where more than one facility type applies, select th
facility type. For example, if a central office houses a point of interconnection, select
as the facility type, or if a cell site is located on a tower, select tower as the facility typ
Interconnection Available at the Facility field should be Yes if interconnection to the p
network is available at that location, otherwise No. The brief description field is optio
be used to convey a better understanding of what the facility is. You may use the spa
the bottom of the table to provide additional notes, if desired.
The data provided via this template will be subject to automated processing. Applic
therefore required to provide this upload as an Excel file, and not to convert it to a P
upload. Additionally, applicants should not modify the format of this file.
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BTOP CCI Community Anchor Institutions Detail Template
Title: Vermont Broadband Enhanced Learning Link (VTBELL)
7508
Easy Grants ID:
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State
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Facility Type
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Project Role

7 Pages
Withheld in their entirety
pursuant to FOIA Exemption 4
(5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(4))
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Status in Proposed Network

Facility Type

Address Line 1

City

State

Zip

Longitude

Latitude

Interconnection
Available at this
Location

Status in Proposed Network

March 25, 2010
Michel Guite
President
Vermont Telephone Co., Inc.
Dear Michel:

The Vermont State Colleges fully support the efforts to make broadband access available
to all communities in the State of Vermont. We are acutely aware that reliable,
ubiquitous broadband is a critical requirement for achieving both our institutional mission
and national broadband goals for education in the 21st Century.
Currently, bandwidth availability and cost vary widely across the State and many
educational institutions cannot obtain or reasonably afford the amount of throughput
required to fulfill educational needs. It is in the interest of all Vermont schools and
colleges that we see increased bandwidth supporting the expansion of applications and
services that reliable broadband access will enable for all levels of learning.
The Vermont State Colleges wish to convey support for VTEL’s proposal to bring optical
fiber to every state college and every high school over 500 students, and broadband
wireless to every un-served home and office in the state.”

Sincerely,

Linda Hilton, Chief Information Officer
Vermont State Colleges

March 18, 2010
Michel Guite, President
Vermont Telephone Co. Inc.
345 River Street
Springfield, VT 05156
Dear Michel:
I am writing in support of your grant application to the RUS BIP and NTIA BTOP stimulus
program applications. We would like to confirm CBN Connect’s intent to interconnect our
network with yours, subject to funding, so that we may use Vermont Telephone’s network for
transport to Rouses Point, NY, Albany NY, and to offer our customers an option for hand off to a
company that can provide them with broadband transport through Vermont, New Hampshire and
to Boston. The interconnection will also allow VTEL to use CBN Connect’s fiber for transport
to provide services to end users in our six county service area as well as to provide transport for
other providers that might want to provide services in our six county footprints.
As we have discussed several times in the past, we like the work that VTEL has done and are
impressed with large healthcare and education customers that you have today. This represents a
big opportunity to connect the healthcare and education organizations in our region to these large
and valuable resources on your network. It will be especially interesting due to our
interconnection to the telemedicine network being constructed in our region through the FCC
Rural Health Care Pilot Program that is intended to connect urban healthcare organizations to
larger and urban healthcare organizations and eventually to form a National Healthcare Network
in the United States. By connecting to VTEL, we are enabling connectivity of all of the
healthcare and healthcare education organizations from Boston to Syracuse and from Montreal to
New York City. This will be a valuable resource for our rural healthcare institutions.
We also want to note that Vermont Telephone fully owns more than 80 Meg of FCC wireless spectrum
licenses for the Plattsburgh area and we are very interested in working with you to use these to assist our
anchor institutions. In addition, many of the potential residential and business customers in our region
will be best reached through a wireless broadband connection, and your wireless assets represent an
effective solution.
Best regards,

Howard Lowe
President

March 25, 2010
Michel Guite
President
Vermont Telephone Co., Inc.
Dear Michel:

The Vermont State Colleges fully support the efforts to make broadband access available
to all communities in the State of Vermont. We are acutely aware that reliable,
ubiquitous broadband is a critical requirement for achieving both our institutional mission
and national broadband goals for education in the 21st Century.
Currently, bandwidth availability and cost vary widely across the State and many
educational institutions cannot obtain or reasonably afford the amount of throughput
required to fulfill educational needs. It is in the interest of all Vermont schools and
colleges that we see increased bandwidth supporting the expansion of applications and
services that reliable broadband access will enable for all levels of learning.
The Vermont State Colleges wish to convey support for VTEL’s proposal to bring optical
fiber to every state college and every high school over 500 students, and broadband
wireless to every un-served home and office in the state.”

Sincerely,

Linda Hilton, Chief Information Officer
Vermont State Colleges

BTOP Comprehensive Community Infrastructure
Subscriber Estimates Template
Please complete the complete the Subscriber Estimates worksheet.
All applicants should indicate their 8-year subscriber forecasts with a breakdown by type of subscriber
(residential/individual, businesses, community anchor institutions, third party service providers) and service
offerings. The names of the service offerings should match those provided in the Service Offering and
Competitor Data upload, enabling reviewers to easily cross-reference between the two documents. The
Year 0 column should be used to denote any existing customers within the Proposed Funded Service Area.
In addition, applicants that project that they will have third party service provider customers should include
a line for parties "Served by Third Party Service Providers," showing an estimate of how many
residential/individual, community anchor institution, and business customers will be served by those service
providers, as demonstrated in the example below. At the bottom of the table, applicants should provide
customer totals across all service offerings, with and without customers indirectly served through a third
party service provider (if applicable). Applicants should also include a brief discussion of their methodology
for deriving these estimates.
In contrast to several other upload templates in this application, the data provided via this template will NOT
be subject to automated processing. Applicants are permitted to modify the template layout in order to
provide the most effective presentation of the data for their specific project, but such modifications are
generally discouraged. Applicants should, in any case, ensure that they provide at least as much detail as the
provided template requires. To the extent that you modify these templates please ensure that the print
layouts are adjusted so that rows do not break across pages in a manner that will be difficult to understand.
A PDF of this file will be automatically generated upon upload to Easygrants, and the print settings will be
used to format the PDF file.

EXAMPLE
Name of Service Offering

Mega-Metro E - 100 Mbps

Served by Third Party Service
Providers

Customer Type

Year 0

Community Anchor Inst.

0

Business

0

Third Party Service Provider

0

Indirect - Res./Ind.

0

Indirect - Business

0

Indirect - Com. Anchor Inst.

0

Cumulative/
Net Add

Qtr 1

Cumulative
Net Add
Cumulative
Net Add
Cumulative
Net Add
Cumulative
Net Add
Cumulative
Net Add
Cumulative
Net Add

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Year 1
Qtr 2
Qtr 3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Qtr 4

Qtr 1

Year 2
Qtr 2
Qtr 3

Qtr 4

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

5
5
12
12
1
1
1000
1000
2
2
0
0

10
5
27
15
2
1
3000
2000
8
6
2
2

26
9
82
30
6
2
10000
5000
30
12
5
2

17
7
52
25
4
2
5000
2000
18
10
3
1
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