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March 9, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

Dear Mr. Strickling and NTIA Grant Reviewers,

I’'m writing today to let you know of the Educational Communications Board (ECB) commitment to the
University of Wisconsin Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP
applications for comprehensive community infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption.

In addition to ECB’s support of BCCB, the agency has also committed to a long-term lease with the
Chippewa Valley Internet Working Consortium through ECB’s EBS spectrum licenses with Eau Claire’s
Geographic Service Area (GSA). Furthermore, ECB has also committed to providing the time of its
Executive Director to serve on the BCCB Oversight Board.

As Wisconsin’s telecommunications agency, ECB’s staff is charged with producing and distributing
educational and public service media through a variety of platforms including Internet delivery.

Because of ECB'’s close relationships with Wisconsin’s Department of Public Instruction and K-12 school
districts throughout the state, ECB’s staff is keenly aware of the challenges that many Wisconsin
educators and students face in accessing quality educational material over the Internet. The challenge of
accessing affordable, high-speed Internet is found in many parts of the state—especially in rural areas.

ECB staff has been working closely with the University of Wisconsin-Extension, WiscNet (Wisconsin’s
research and education network), UW Colleges, UW System and UW Madison in developing applications
to this point, and | want to assure you of ECB’s continued investment of staff time and expertise in the
project.

The Educational Communications Board exists to serve the citizens of the state of Wisconsin with high
quality educational and public service media and it is our belief that this project will be a giant step
forward in our ability to fulfill our mission.

Sincerely,

e

Gene Purcell
Executive Director

Thokh 1. Do

Mark K. Dorn
Controller
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Daren Bauer
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March 11, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of In-Kind Commitment and Support for BTOP CCI Grant,
“Building Community Capuacity through Broadband” grant application by the
UW-Extension

Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

We are writing to you to state our commitment to University of Wisconsin

— Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband Comprehensive
Community Infrastructure (CCI) application. We are one of five pilot communities
in Wisconsin: Chippewa Valley, Menominee Nation, Platteville, Superior, and

- Wausau. This proposal address critical urban and rural community needs through

a regional project that will provide western Wisconsin with the support we greatly
need to launch new Community Area Networks (CANs) and extend infrastructure to
build community broadband capacity.

The Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC) is overseeing the BTOP
Chippewa Valley and western Wisconsin pilot project to extend its network into
underserved and unserved areas. CINC is a regional Community Area Network
formed in 1999 to coordinate regional communication infrastructure projects with
city, county and state government, educational institutions, libraries, nonprofits,

and technology providers. CINC facilitates network creation that is innovative,
competitive, and economically sustainable. It currently has 76 miles of fiber and
proposes in this grant project to add 200 miles of new fiber. CINC members include:

e Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10 (CESA 10), the University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire

e Chippewa Valley Technical College (including campuses in Eau Claire and
Menomonie)

e Chippewa County, Chippewa Falls Area Unified Schools District and the City of
Chippewa Falls

s City of Eau Claire, County of Eau Claire and the Eau Claire Area Schools

o Associate members include Sacred Heart Hospital (Eau Claire), St. Joseph’s
Hospital (Chippewa Falls) and Luther Midelfort/Mayo (Eau Claire)

Our proposed pilot project in the Chippewa Valley and western and north central
Wisconsin will bring high speed broadband connectivity to municipalities to
enhance local government’s capacity to deliver critical public services including
health, safety, emergency medical and disaster preparedness. Expanded connectivity
will also serve public service nonprofits and the public. and provide



countless new opportunities in employment, education, health care,
entrepreneurship, and civic participation.

Demonstration of Need: For many in our region, the possibility of falling
behind in the knowledge-based economy is already having an economic and
educational impact. Without educational and career opportunities provided by
broadband and the ability of businesses to reach new markets and improve
efficiency, many of our rural and small town communities are struggling to keep
and atiract new industries and even residents. This grant proposal will spur
private investment, connect critical community institutions, and bring
opportunities to underserved and unserved rural and urban areas.

Our proposed project witl deploy middle mile broadband infrastructure and
incorporate a public-private partnership among government, non-profit and for-
profit entities, and other key stakeholders to improve educational, social service,
economic development, and public works services, This proposed BTOP project
in our region will provide new and substantially upgraded broadband
connectivity to critical city and county transportation, educational, public parks
and public works facilities.

Commitment & Matching Funds: As the principle CAN and community
anchor institution in this project, our role as a key partner includes:

o Supporting this funded project with an in-kind match of $1,642.068.

* Contributing to the planning, development and execution of the proposed
project.

» Providing technical assistance and consulting in CAN development and
support for sustainability in rural and other disadvantaged outlying areas
including: Rice Lake; Spooner/Shell Lake; Chetek; Menomonie; Altoona; Fall
Creek; Augusta; and Mondovi.

Sustainability: This project follows the BTOP comprehensive communities
model with a focus on the deployment of Middle Mile broadband facilities and
the provision of new or substantially upgraded connections to community anchor
institutions. To further ensure sustainability, these anchor institutions are
members or partners in Community Area Networks (CANS), like CINC, that are
forming or will form with CINC nurturing and support. This CAN model will
leverage resources and ensure sustainable community growth. With over a
decade of experience, CINC is uniquely positioned to nurture and support the
coordination and launch of other CANSs,

A Best Practice Model for Added Sustainability: The CINC CAN model
provides added sustainability to the project because it will help other CANSs build
a collaborative infrastructure using CINC’s “no- or low-ownership” model (a
model resembling a condo association or investment club), CINC has
demonstrated role model CAN sustainability by utilizing inter-governmental
agreements and memorandums of understanding so that if one party should ever
disengage, the absence does not diminish the operability and connectivity and
infrastructure enjoyed by the other partics. This CINC consortium model (with
minimal member fees for maintenance only) allows each key anchor point
partner to be invested to act together to provide ongeing maintenance for a
shared infrastructure that meets each party's needs, enabling organizations to
provide greater and more dependable service at less cost to stakeholders and
customers. When all CAN members collaboratively share network maintenance




and support costs, this unique model functions collaboratively to sustainably
serve the needs of the public. Once launched, these CANS will have their own
“inertia” to create and direct their own sustainable network, because CAN
members “own’ their infrastructure and future.

Qur project will bolster growth in economically distressed areas without high
speed broadband connectivity, deploy broadband infrastructure to serve
educational needs of disadvantaged sural areas and small towns, and improve
services in public safety and economic development. This BTOP pilot will
promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource
sharing, and provide redundant infrastructure with integrated, innovative and
accessible services. Because of these innovative and highly positive benefits, we
strongly support this project described and urge your positive consideration and
funding of University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity
through Broadband grant application.

22 Wil

Ross Wilson (CESA 10), CINC Fiscal Agent

Daren Bauer (University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire), CINC Technical Agent

Dok U -Bro

Mark K. Dorn
Controller
University of Wisconsin -
Extenslon




Luther Midelfort

Mayo Health System

February 25, 2010

M. Lawrence . Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technoiogy Opportunities Program (BTOP}

LS. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: BTOP Grant Application Letter of Commitment: Building Community Capuocity through Bropdband
Dear NTIA Grant Revigwers and Mt Strickling,

We write to you today 10 state our commitment to University of Wisconsin ~ txtension's Building
Community Copacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive cammunity
infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption. Both address critical needs for our community
through a project that will provide us with the impetus and supporl we greatly need w build community
capacity in our area We are included in the Northeast Region of the Mayo Health Systemn. Communities
included this Northeast Region are Eau Claire, Chippewa Falls, Bloomer, Chetek, Cameron, Rice Lake,
Barron, Colfax, Prairie Farm, Menomonie, Elmwood, Glenwood City, Mondovi and Osseo.

We are partnering on this imporiant endeavor because
e The praposed projects will deploy Middle Mile broadhand infrastructure with 3
commitment to offer new or substantially upgraded service to community anchor
institutions.
+  The proposed projecls will improve services by providing high speed connectivity for the
transfer and use of Medical Images, Labaratory, Electronic Medical Records, Women's
Health Services and Telemedicine for our Healthcare Institutions in the communities listed

above.

Our role as a key partner includes:
e We will be financially contributing to the cost share in the amount of $600,000 over three years,

BENEFITS & OUTCOMES:

This effort will enhance life-saving treatment and the health and wellness of residents in rural areas
through telemedicine, enabling high-speed exchange of critical emergency medical information. In
addition, this effort will help shape realistic models of broadband deployment and tremendausly
expand educational resources for our community.,

Luther Hospital: 1221 Whipple 31, P.O. Box 4105, Tau Claire, WI 54702-4105 715.838-3313
Mideltort Clinic: 1400 Bellinger 5t., P.O. Box 1510, Eau Claire, WI 54702-1510 F15-H38.5207




Mr. Lawrence E, Strickling
Page 2
February 25, 2010

Luther Midetfort Vision is to achieve the highest standards for medical care and heslth improvement in
the communities in which we live and work. This grant and our contribution to it will greatly benefit
the heaith of our patients but also the community infrastructure and educational opportuniies of
those patients.

Our hospitals and clinics and the communities that will benefit are listed below:

¢ Lyther Hospital-Eau Claire

e Midelfort Clinic-Eau Claire

e Chippewa Falls Clinic (part of Luther Mideliort-Chippewa Valley)-Chippewa Falls
e Bloomer Hospital and Clinic {part of Luther Midelfort-Chippewa Valley)-Bloomer
¢ Chetek Clinic {part of Luther Midelfort-Northiand)-Chetek

= Cameron Clini¢ (part of Luther Midelfort-Nerthland}-Camaron

»  Rice Lake Clinic (part of Luther Midelfort-Northland)-Rice Lake

&  Barron Hospital and Clinic {part of Luther Midelfort ~Northland}-Barran

+  Mondovi Clinic (part of Luther Mideifort-Oakridge)-Mondovi

¢ Red Cedar Medical Center-Menomonie

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort, we strongly
support the project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of
Wisconsin — Extension’s Buitding Community Copacity through Broadbond grant applications.

Sincerely,

TR Y k2 D

Todd Munden
Director of information Systems
tuther Midelfort-Mayo Health System

Phod U Do

Mark K. born
Controlier
University of Wisconsin =
Extenslon
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WESTERN WISCONSIN REGION

February 25, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: BTOP Commitment for “Building Community Capacity through Broadband” Application
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

We write to you today to state our commitment to University of Wisconsin — Extension’s “Building
Community Capacity through Broadband” BTOP applications, for comprehensive community
infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption. Both applications address critical health
and wellness needs for our community through a project that will provide us with the impetus
and support we greatly need to build community capacity in western Wisconsin.

We are partnering on this important endeavor because:

* The proposed projects will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure to offer new or
substantially upgraded service to critical access hospitals in rural and underserved areas.

e This BTOP project will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure and incorporate a public-
private partnership among government, non-profit and for-profit entities, and other
stakeholders, improving cost-effective services within our and surrounding communities

e This project will save lives by improving public safety, EMS and healthcare service delivery,
and disaster preparedness.

The Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC) is overseeing the BTOP project in the
Chippewa Valley of western Wisconsin. Two of our hospitals (Sacred Heart in Eau Claire and St.
Joseph’s in Chippewa Falls) are associate members of CINC, a regional local community area
network formed in 1999 to coordinate regional communication infrastructure projects with city,
county and state government, educational institutions, libraries, nonprofits, and technology
providers. CINC facilitates network creation that is innovative, competitive, and economically



sustainable. CINC members, represented by chief information officers, include: Cooperative
Educational Service Agency 10 (CESA 10), University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, County of Chippewa,
Chippewa Falls Area Unified Schools District, City of Chippewa Falls, City of Eau Claire, County of
Eau Claire, Eau Claire Area Schools, and others.

ROLE OF HSHS AS A PROJECT PARTNER:

e Asan associate member of CINC, we will be contributing to the planning, development and '
execution of the proposed project (but not managing or operating the network).

e We will be contributing equipment for any public computing centers associated with this -
project (a needed for in-kind donation of used personal computers, such as to the Boys and
Girls Club, the Free Clinic or the Chippewa Valley Museum).

e We will be financially contributing a total of $600,000 in a cash match toward the cost of this
project in the coming three years, from Fiscal Years 2011 to 2013:

1. FY 2011--$300,000
2. FY2012--$150,000
3. FY 2013--$150,000

BARRIERS:

Many educational programs and critical lifesaving healthcare applications today cannot work on
anything less than ultra high speed broadband. Western Wisconsin is unable to move forward
without the broadband infrastructure to enable these applications and technology.

BENEFITS, OUTCOMES & SUSTAINABILITY:

This effort will help enhance life-saving treatment and the health and wellness of residents in
rural and other underserved areas through telemedicine, telemonitoring, and through the high
speed exchange of critical emergency medical information. This grant will allow area healthcare

organizations to attain improved broadband communication with each other and with smaller
clinics and rural critical access hospitals.

Without this funding, there will be limited or no broadband connectivity with the Chippewa
Valley Free Clinic (Eau Claire) and the Open Door Free Clinic (Chippewa Falls). Both organizations
provide medical care to the uninsured below the federal poverty level. Enhanced broadband
connectivity will allow the Free Clinics to share electronic medical record software applications,
pursue telemedicine consults by volunteer physician specialists, and immediately share medical
records with other healthcare providers (expediting treatment plans and avoiding duplicative
tests).

This grant will begin the virtual integration of community service groups. Many of the currently
isolated community service groups are not able to expand their reach due to physical limitations
in the service areas they serve and the populations that are in close proximity to them. Many
have limited resources to expand their reach to serve greater populations (and often have greater
demand for their services in an economy with high unemployment). By using high speed fiber
networks, broadband connectivity provides a new and more modern way to increase and expand



the reach of these organizations, leverage and utilize the sharing of resources, and facilitate the
transfer of recycled technology (such as personal computers).

Lastly, this project will allow for cost savings through local network management where
community shareholders can collaboratively improve network performance and capacity
according to demand, managing each network for continued growth and long-term sustainability
with resulting cost-effectiveness. This BTOP proposal will promote community collaboration and
efficiency through cost and resource sharing. It will strengthen the redundant infrastructure
required for patient and public safety and provide improved service integration and innovation.

Because of the innovative benefits to health, safety and wellness from this effort, we strongly
support the project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of
Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,

Jfeoptory [ordtesn,

Stephen F. Ronstrom, MHA
President and CEO

sg€m Divisior (Western Wisconsin)

eph’s Hospital
Pyblic Policy/AdministrAtor, Hospital Sisters Health System Division (Western Wisconsin)

2 Do

Mark K. Dorn
Controller
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CITY OF EAU CLAIRE Office of the City Manager

Phone: (715) 839-4902
Fax: (715) 839-6177

February 24, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue NW

Washington. DC 20230

RE: Letter of Support and Commitment for University of Wisconsin-Extension BTOP Grant
(Chippewa Valley Pilot)

Dear Mr. Strickling:

As City Manager of the City of Eau Claire, I am writing to strongly support the University of
Wisconsin-L:xtension’s “Building Community Capacity through Broadband™ BTOP grant applications
for the following five pilot communities in Wisconsin: Chippewa Valley. Menominee Nation,
Platteville. Superior, and Wausau. The pilot applications involve comprehensive community
infrastructure and sustainable broadband adoption, and will be submitted to the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration for BTOP funding under the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act).

BTOP Purpose: The City of Eau Claire is an integral anchor institution in the Chippewa Valley pilot.
Our interest in this BTOP grant opportunity is based on one of the program’s purposes stated in the
Recovery Act of 2009 § 6001(b), 123 Stat. at 51213, *...to improve access to, and use of, broadband
service by public safety agencies.”

Chippewa Valley Pilot: The Chippewa Valley pilot is led by a community area network. a public and
private consortium known as the Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC). This
consortium is a regional work group formed in 1999 to coordinate regional communication
infrastructure projects with city, county, and state government, educational institutions, libraries,
nonprofits, and technology providers. In addition to the City of Eau Claire. CINC members include:

o Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10 and the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

o Chippewa County, Chippewa Falls Area Unified Schools District and the City of Chippewa Falls

e County of Eau Claire and the Eau Claire Area Schools

o Associate members include Sacred Heart Hospital (Eau Claire). St. Joseph'’s Hospital (Chippewa

IFalls) and Luther Midelfort/Mayo (Eau Claire)



Demounstration of Necd, Commitment & Matching Funds: Per the priority review requirement of the
BTOP Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA), the City of Eau Claire formally validates a “demand”
and indicates “a need for access” and “improved access 1o broadband service™ (NOFA at 13).

As a public safety entity that is a critical community anchor institution in the Chippewa Valley pilot
project, we will support this funded project with a cash match of $480.000, subject 1o funding through
future appropriations towards a regional project, estimated at more than $12,000,000.

Public Safety Applieations: Specifically, the proposed fiber (“ground™) and Wi-Max/tower (“air™)
infrastructure in the Chippewa Valley project will provide:
o  Mobile data communications county wide for Eau Claire EMS
e Mobile data communications for Police, Fire, and emergency government
e Automatic Vehicle Location (AVL) for Police, Fire, and city operations
» Middle-mile connectivity for remote city facilities
« Interoperability between the many agencies providing public safety, fire, and emergency medical
services for emergency and disaster communication and access to mission critical applications
o Middle-mile connectivity for twenty city nonprofit agencies serving disadvantaged and
vulnerable populations such as {ree clinics, senior centers, Boys and Girls Clubs, YMCA,
_ museums, and arts centers,

Voter Registration: In addition, this project will provide broadband connectivity 1o polling stations in
the city and surrounding rural town halls to allow voter registration. This technology will leverage the
current State of Wisconsin's Government Accountability Board Elections Division effort to provide
onsite polling place registration and help eliminate voter fraud. ‘

The BTOP grant applications for the follewing five pilot communities in Wisconsin will deploy Middle
Mile broadband infrastructure and incorporate a public-private partnership among government, non-
profit and for-profit entities, and other key community stakeholders that have expressed a demand or
indicated a need for access or improved access to broadband service,

Among the many advantages of this broadband project, it will advance constituents’ community eftorts
in healtheare, education, research, and effective governmental operations. It is a collaboration designed
to meet the broadband network needs of both the public and private sectors, within urban and rural
communities throughout western and parts of central Wisconsin.

Given the innovative and highly positive benefits that may be derived from this cffort, 1 respectfully
request your consideration of the UW-Extension’s grant request on behalt of the five pilot communities

in Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

Mike Huggins

City Manager Mark K, Dorn
Controller
. . . University of Wisconsin =
achment: February 23, LCity C
Attachment: February 23, 2010, City Council Resolution Extension

203 8. Farwell 8t., P.O. Box 5148, Eau Claire, WI 54702-5148

www, FauClaireWl gov




No. 2010 - 71

RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION IN AND PLEDGE OF SUPPORT FOR
THE BROADBAND TECHNOLOGY OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM (BTOP) GRANT
APPLICATION.

WHEREAS, fiber optic connections are necessary for the current and future
requirements of the City’s networked systems, including emergency communications, phone
system, document imaging system, payroll system, and GIS; and

WHEREAS, ownership of the fiber optic connections will result in significant.cost
savings for the City and other governmental agencies; and

WHEREAS, the UW-Extension grant application for broadband funding under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program (BTOP) Grant is designed to advance the broadband network needs of both the public
and private sector and provide the rapid economic stimulus necessary to propel Wisconsin
forward now and long into the future; and

WHEREAS, by participating as a partner in the UW-Extension grant application for a
BTOP Grant, the City of Eau Claire will have access to grant funding for broadband
infrastructure improvements in the City,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Counci! of the City of Eau
Claire, that the City Council does hereby approve participation in the BTOP grant application,
and pledges a 3480,000 cash match subject to future appropriations and that the City Manager
and City Clerk are authorized to execute all documents in connection herewith on behalf of the
City.

Adopted,
February 23, 2010

b

(SEAL) / R 4 W@L%

I}fcsident lﬁerry{ 1. 8. Kincaid

(ATTESTED)
City Clerk Donna A. Austad




e ~ Ry CHIPPEWA COUNTY
3 DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

711 N. Bridge Street, Room 106
Chippewa Falls, W1 54729

WILLIAM H. REYNOLDS Phone: (715) 726-4597
County Administrator wreynolds@co.chippewa.wi.us Fax: (715) 726-4599
March 9, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.,

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of Commitment for University of Wisconsin-Extension BTOP Grant
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling:

As the Chippewa County Administrator, | offer my strong support for the University of Wisconsin —
Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP grant application which
includes the pilot program for the Chippewa Valley. The pilot applications involve comprehensive
community infrastructure, public computer centers, and sustainable broadband adoption, and will be
submitted to the National Telecommunications and Information Administration for BTOP funding under
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act). As a former Chief of Staff to a U.S.
Senator, | fully understand the importance of letters of support from communities, and hope that you
will review closely the letters from those organizations in the Chippewa Valley that are willing to support
this important program.

BTOP Purpose

Chippewa County is one of the integral anchor institutions in the Chippewa Valley pilot. Our interest in
this BTOP grant opportunity is based on one of the program’s purposes stated in the Recovery Act of
20095 6001(b), 123 Stat. at 512-13, “...to improve access to, and use of, broadband service by public
safety agencies.”

Chippewa Valley Pilot
The Chippewa Valley pilot is led by a community area network, a public and private consortium known
as the Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC). This consortium is a regional work group
formed in 1999 to coordinate regional communication infrastructure projects with city, county, and
state government, educational institutions, libraries, nonprofits, and technology providers. In addition to
Chippewa County, CINC members include:

e Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10 (CESA 10)

e University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

e Chippewa Falls Area Unified Schools District
City of Chippewa Falls
City of Eau Claire
County of Eau Claire
Eau Claire Area Schools
The Indianhead Federated Library System
Associate members: Sacred Heart Hospital (Eau Claire), St. Joseph’s Hospital (Chippewa Falls)
and Luther Midelfort/Mayo (Eau Claire)



Page 2

Demonstration of Need, Commitment & Matching Funds

Per the priority review requirement of the BTOP Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA), Chippewa County
formally validates a “demand” and indicates “a need for access” and “improved access to broadband
service” (NOFA at 13). As a public safety entity that is a critical community anchor institution in the
Chippewa Valley pilot project, we have projected funds a part of our capital budget in the amount of
$364,000, subject to funding through future appropriations towards a regional project, estimated at
more than $14,000,000.

Specifically, the proposed fiber (“ground”) and Wi-Max/tower ("air”) infrastructure in the Chippewa
Valley project will provide:
*» Mobile data communications for Police, Fire, and emergency government
* Automatic Vehicle Location {AVL] for Police, Fire, and county operations
s Middle-mile connectivity for remote county facilities
e Interoperability between the many agencies providing public safety, fire, and emergency
medical services for emergency and disaster communication and access to mission critical
applications
s Middie-mile connectivity for nonprofit agencies serving disadvantaged and vulnerable
populations such as free clinics, senior centers, Boys and Girls Clubs, YMCA, museums, and arts
" centers,

In addition, this project will provide broadband connectivity to polling stations in the county and
surrounding rural town halls to allow voter registration. This technology will leverage the current State
of Wisconsin’s Government Accountability Board Elections Division effort to provide onsite polling place
registration and help eliminate voter fraud. The BTOP grant application will deploy Middle Mile
broadband infrastructure and incorporate a public-private partnership among government, non-profit
and for-profit entities, and other key community stakeholders that have expressed a demand or
indicated a need for access or improved access to broadband service. Among the many advantages of
this broadband project, it will advance constituents’ community efforts in healthcare, education,
research, and effective governmental operations. It is a collaboration designed to meet the broadband
network needs of both the public and private sectors, within urban and rural communities.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this innovative proposal.

Sincerely,

Pl

William Reynolds
County Administrator

A Lo

Mark K. bomn
Controller
University of Wisconsin =
Extension




Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors
721 Oxford Avenue, Room 2570
Eau Claire, WI 5§703-5481
Phone: 715-839-5106 Fax: 715-839-6243

LETTER OF COMMITMENT
Jora
University of Wisconsin—Extension BTOP Grant - Chippewa Valley Pilot

March 2, 2010

Mr. Lawrence B, Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commeree

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W,

Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Mr. Strickling:

As Chair of the Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors, 1 anm writing 10 express my
commitment 1o the University of Wisconsin-Extension’s Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program (BTOP) grant applications lor the following five pilot communities in Wisconsin:
Chippewa Valley, Menominee Nation, Platteville, Superior, and Wausau, The pilots’
applications invelve comprehensive community infrastructure, public computer centers, and
sustainable broadband adoption and will be submitted to the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration for BTOP funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2000 (Recovery Acl).

BTOP Purpose _

Lau Claire County is un integral anchor institution in the Chippewa Valley pilot. Our interest in
this BTOP grant opportunity is based on one of the program’s purposes stated in the Recovery
Act of 2009 § 6001(b), 123 Stat. at 51213, *...to improve access to, and use of, broadband
service by public safety agencies.”

Chippewas Valley Pilot

The Chippewa Valley pilot is led by & community area network, a public and private consortium,
known as the Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC). This consortium is a
regional work group formed in 1999 to coordinate regional comnunication infrastruciure
projects with city, county and state government, educational institutions, libraries, nonprofits,
and technology providers. In addition to Lau Claire County, CINC members include:

s Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10 (CESA 10)
s University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

-
Our Mission
To provide quality, responsive servives aimed at profecting the public safety, healtic and econontic secnrity of owr vesidents
aird fostering our nattived and culineal vesonrces in g cost effective manner throught innovation and leadership.




UW-Extension BTOP Grani Letter of Support
Page 2

s Chippewa County

s Chippewa Falls Area Untfied Schools District

s City of Chippewa Falls

o Cily of Eau Claire

¢ Lau Claire Area School District

o The Indianhead Federated Library System

s Associate members: Sacred Heart Hospital (Eau Claire), St. Joseph’s Hospital (Chippewa
Falls) and Luther Midelfort/Mayo (Eau Claire)

Demonstration of Need, Commitment & Matching Funds

Per the priority review requirement of the BTOP Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA), Eau
Claire County formaily validates a “demand” and indicates “a need for access™ and “improved
access to broadband service™ (NOFA at 13),

As a public safety entity that is a critical community anchor institution in the Chippewa Valley
pitot project, we will support this funded projeet with a cash mateh of $350,000, subject 10
funding through future appropriations in 2011 and 2012, toward a regional project estimated at
more than $12,000,000.

Specifically, the proposed fiber (“ground™ and Wi-Max/tower (“air”) infrastructure in the
Chippewa Valley project will provide:

o Mobile data communications county wide for the Fau Claire County SheritTs
Department,
Mobile data communications for Police, Fire, and emergency government.

L ]

e Automatic Vehicle Location (AVL) for Sheriff and HMighway Department operations,

¢ Middle mile connectivity for remote county facilities.

» Interoperability between the many agencies providing public safety, fire and emergency

medical services for emergency and disaster communication and aceess to mission
critical applications.

e  Middle mile connectivity for many nonprofit agencics serving disadvantaged and
vulnerable populations such as free clinics, senior centers, Boys and Girls Clubs, YMCA,
musetims and arls centers.

The BTOP grant applications for the five pilol communities in Wisconsin will deploy middle-

mile broadband infrastructure and incorporate a publie-private partnership among govermment,
non-profit and for-profit entities, and other key community stakeholders that have expressed a
demand or indicated a need for access or improved access to broadband service.

Among the many advantages of this broadband project, it will advance constituents” community
efforts in healthcare, education, research, and effective governmental operations. ltis a
collaboration designed to meet the broadband network needs of both the public and private
sectors, within urban and rural communities throughout western and parts of central Wisconsin,
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Given the innovative and highly positive benelits that may be derived from this effort, |
respectfully request your consideration of the UW-Extension’s grant request on behall of the live
pilot communitics in Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

%ﬁ//““’ v

Gregg Moore
Chair, Eau Claire County Board ol Supervisors

Thad? o

Mark K. Dorn
Controller
University of Wisconsin =
Extenslon



Enrolled No, R153-105 RESOLUTION Substitute Amendment #1]
to File No. 09-10/150

-APPROVING THE LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR A UW-EXTENSION BTOP GRANT
APPLICATION, PLEDGING A $350,000 CASH MATCH SUBJECT TO FUTURE BUDGET
APPROPRIATIONS IN 2011 AND 2012 AND AUTHORIZING THE EAU CLAIRE COUNTY
ADMINISTRATOR TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE
COUNTY -

WHEREAS, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act allocates $4.7 billion for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP), supporting the deployment of
broadband infrastructure into unserved and underserved areas; and

WHEREAS, the UW-Extension grant application for broadband funding is designed to
advance the broadband network adoption of both the public and private sectors and provide the
rapid economic stimulus necessary to propel Wisconsin forward now and tong into the future;
and : ‘

WHEREAS, UW-Extension is coordinating and providing grant-writing résources for a
statewide broadband infrastructure application consisting of projects proposed by five pilot
communities, including the Chippewa Valley (CINC); and

WHEREAS, although CINC has infrastructure in place and great potential, this grant
could provide funding to improve our infrastructure and to meet many critical current and future
needs; and

WHEREAS, the UW-Extension grant application process requires a 20% cash match and
the county’s proposed cash match consists of $50,000 budgeted in 2010 for CINC-related
projects and an additional $300,000 subject to future budget appropriations in 2011 and 2012 not
to exceed a total maich of $350,000; and

WHEREAS, the county’s contribution of $350,000 will leverage $1.75 million in funding
for projects in Bau Claire County. In total the CINC application will request more than $12
million with a combined 20% local match; and

WHEREAS, by participating as a partner in the UW-Extension grant application for a
BTOP grant, Eau Claire County will have access to a robust broadband infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the applications for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program are
due for submission between February 16, 2010 and March 15, 2010.




NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Eau Claire County Board of
Supervisors does hereby approve the letter of support for a UW-Extension BTOP grant
application, pledge a $350,000 cash match subject to future budget appropriations in 2011 and
2012 and authorize the Eau Claire County administrator to execute the necessary documents on

behalf of the county.

ADOPTED: March 2, 2010

§5

I, Janet K. Loomis, County Clerk in and for said county, do HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing
is a true and correct copy of a resclution adopted by the Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors at the

meeting held on March 2, 2010,

-

Cofnty Clerk
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March 4, 2010 Ref No 10-21

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information =
National Telecommunications and Information Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

The purpose of this letter is to express support for University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity
through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community infrastructure and for sustainable
broadband adoption. Both address critical needs for our region through a project that will provide us with the impetus
and support we greatly need to build community capacity in Superior, Rice Lake and Shell Lake.

We are collaborating on this important endeavor because it represents a unique opportunity to reduce our long term
operating costs and, at the same time, improve our bandwidth. As an educational institution serving more than 10,000
square miles in Northwest Wisconsin, we are continually expanding our efforts to provide services that require the
capacity offered through this project. For example, delivering video over our network assists us in teaching classes
remotely and with setting up virtual meetings and other events. With our help, the project will also provide access to
formerly unavailable bandwidth to other organizations in the communities we serve.

As a collaborator in this project, we will assist in the planning and development of the project. In addition, we are willing
to provide financial support in the amount of $150,000, pending approval of the Grant, to assist in the implementation.

With its regional presence, WITC can help lead the effort to provide better infrastructure in Northwest Wisconsin. We
have already had preliminary discussions with community partners, and they have expressed interest in the project based
on our participation. We're confident that our commitment will encourage others to take advantage of the improved
access and bandwidth available through the project.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits, particularly reduced costs and improved bandwidth, that can be
derived from this effort, we strongly support the project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of
University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,
John Will y O~~~ —
Vice President, Administrative Services Mark K. Dorn
Controller .
W —E ot easts
R NS da
WITC Administrative Office 7 Internet: www.witc.edt
505 Pine Ridge Drive Fa ; 819
Shell Lake, Wi 54871 TTY: 888.261.8578 An Equal Opportunity/ADA

800.243.WITC Employer and Educator
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PROVEN.
620 W. Clairemont Ave.

Eau Claire, WI 54701-6162
March 12, 2010 715-833-6200

Fax 715-833-6470

www.cvic.edu

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of Commitment for BTOP Grant

Dear Mr. Strickling and NTIA Grant Reviewers,

I write to you today to express my commitment to the University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community
Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community infrastructure and for
sustainable broadband adoption. Both address critical needs for our community through a project that will provide us
with the impetus and support we greatly need to build community capacity in western Wisconsin. This project will
significantly benefit three Chippewa Valley Technical College (CVTC) campuses in Menomonie and Eau Claire.

CVTC delivers superior, progressive technical education which improves the lives of students, meets the workforce
needs of the region, and strengthens the larger community, Our mission will be significantly strengthened by this
broadband project.

This BTOP proposal will promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource sharing,
redundant infrastructure, and provide integrated, innovative and accessible services to the following CVTC
campuses (campuses that do not currently benefit from a high speed network with redundancy):

e CVTC Menomenie Campus (located in the Stout Technology Park at 403 Technology Park Drive in
Menomonie, WI)

e CVTC Eau Claire Gateway Campus (featuring the Manufacturing Education Center at 2320 Alpine Road and
the NanoRite Innovation Center at 2322 Alpine Road). NanoRite is CVTC’s newest facility that is built to
accommodate the development of business start-ups for Nanotechnology, Microfabrication, and other advanced
technologies. The facility is the first of'its kind in the region.

e CVTC Eau Claire West Campus (comprised of two buildings, the Emergency Services Education Center at
3623 Campus Road and the Transportation Education Center at 4000 Campus Road)

CVTC is a member of the Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC), the Community Area Network
overseeing this project in western Wisconsin. CINC is a regional work group formed in 1999 to coordinate regional
communication infrastructure projects with city, county and state government, educational institutions, libraries,
nonprofits, and technology providers to facilitate network creation that is innovative, competitive, and economically

sustainable. An affirmative action

employer and educational
institution.

Bruce A. Barker
President



We are collaborating on this important endeavor because it is innovative and will significantly benefit CVTC
students and programs with greater efficiency, and finproved connectivity capabilitics and bandwidth. This project
will also allow for cost savings through local network management where community shareholders can
collaboratively improve network performance and capacity according to demand, managing our network for
continued growth and long-term sustainability with resulting cost-effectiveness.

Our role as a partner in this project includes financially contributing to the cost share of fiber infrastructure in the
planned amount of $125,000 over the grant period, pending final budget approvals.

We are also supporting this effort through our CINC partnership to contribute to the planning, development and
execution of the proposed project in providing connectivily to the above referenced CVTC facilities. This
collaboration will benefit the CVTC network to benefit leading edge 20® century academic study, teaching and
research.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort, we strongly support the
project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of Wisconsin—Extension’s
Building Community Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,

o LA

Tom Hufféu
Vice President, Operations
Chippewa Valley Technical College

. Jerry Bishop, CVTC CIO
David Mortimer, Communications Dept
Sacred Heart Hospital
900 W. Clairemont Avenue
Eau Claire, WI 54701-6122

Nl XD oo

Mark K. Domy
Controller
Unlversity of Wisconsin «
Extension




Spooner Health System

@ Hospital
Fax: 715-635-6846

@ Nursing Home
Fax: 7150635 7498

March 18, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information _
Matlonal Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)
U.5. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
: Washington DC 20230 _

¥ Home Care
Fax: 7156358567

RE: BTOP Letter of CQmmitment
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

We write to you today to state our commitment o0 Umversuty of Wisconsin ~ Extension’s Building
Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTDP apphcatmns, for comprehensive community
infrastructure and for sustainable bmadband adoptlan Both address critical needs for our community
through a project that will provide us with the ;mpetus and support we greatly need to build community
capacity in the Spooner area, : :

We are partnering on this impoﬂant endeavorlbecause this prbpus’ed p'r'oject will:
¢ Allow us in the Spooner area to have access to a 5ubstant:at amount of handw:dth and
capacity that is not currently avallab]e anywhere in our area. IR
s Dep!oy Middle Mlle broadband Enfrastructure with a commitment to oﬁer new or
substantiaiiy upgraded service to commumtv anchor mstltutloﬂs. BRER

Images, Lahoratory, Eiectromc Medlcai Records, and even make Telemedicine an aption to
provide |mproved patient services and save lives. : L
» Helpto improve healthcare services. #t will allow Spoener Health System to upgrade
technology to improve the health services available to area residents This techno!ogy may
include Digital Radwiugy and Telemedicine through the use of tameras, in which we can obtain
: reai time dlagnestsc information from teftiary care centers in iarger communities

In addition, the proposed project will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure and incorporate
a public-private partnership among government, non- proht and far-pmﬂt entities, and other key
stakehotders, improving other mumcfpal services within our community. Th;s pro;ect wﬁl allow us
In the Spooner area to become connected to a very large broadband network at speeds and
capacaty that are currently unavallable and allows our commumty to hecome more competatwe‘

‘The proposed projects will bolster growth in econom;cany dlstressed areas Spooner Wtsconsg) WS
S11 SErenr

“no different than any other smali/rufal town w:th huge economlc restramts especially inthjs, . W1 54801
SRR Phone: {715} 635-2111

: uwu x.poouuhmilhsgstem CONTE




recession economy. Broadband connectivity will also allow larger companies to take a closer look
at Spooner if we can provide them with the network bandwidth to operate their companies. We will
also be able to offer our area residents more competitive services along with the ability to offer our
school children the same internet advantages as bigger citles.

Our role as a partner includes:

L

Contributing to the planning, development and execution of the proposed project by working
with all stakeholders in the in the area to assure that systems and processes are In ptace for a
smooth implementation. We will also provide our IT personnel to support the technical aspects
of this project.

Contributing to the management and operation of the project by taking a lead role in our
community organizing an oversight group to design and implement the network. We will also
provide our technical people, one of which has many years experience in developlng broadband
networks as well as installing necessary equipment and hosting storage facility.

We will be financially contributing to the cost of the project. We anticipate a commitment of
$30,000 each year over a three year period {a total of $90,0001 to the project’s cost,

Without this funding, Spooner and adjacent areas wili continue to be at a competitive disadvantage in
areas of commerce, Without connectivity, we will continue to be unable to provide the health care
services that our area residents need and deserve. Creating a fiber optic network in the Spooner area
will help us to save lives. This effort will:

Enhance life-saving treatment and the health and weliness of residents in rural areas through
telemedicine and digital radiography, enabling high-speed exchange of critical emergency
medical information. it will give us the reliable infrastructure that we currently lack to support
the standard of care in rural areas,

Make broadband service available to areas of the community that currently have sporadic
access at best,

Allow for cost savings through local network management where community shareholders can .
collaboratively improve network performance and capacity according to demand, managing our
network for continued growih and Iéng‘term sustainability with resulting cost-effectiveness.
Promote community collaboration and efficiency through eost and resource sharing, redundant
infrastructure, as well as integrated, innovative and accessible services.

Improve broadband service for our membership, or broadband service availability to areas of
the state that currently have limited access at best, new capabilities to communicate and
transport date among anchor institutions

Improve e-commerce capability, address much needed Improvement in public safety and ensure
sustainable community growth and prosperity

Create consumer demand and enable other service providers to serve the community.

Help shape realistic madels of broadband deployment and tremendously expand educational
resources for our community.

With BTOP funding, this proposed project will allow us in the Spooner area to become connected to

a very large broadband network at speeds/capacity unavailable to us allowing us {o become more




competitive and more importantly being able {o offer critical healthcare, education and municipal
services that are currently unavailable to us due to bandwidth restrictions.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort, we strongly
support the project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of
Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband grant applications.
Sincerely,

Michael D. Schafer, CEO
Spooner Health System

i

Mark K. Dorn
Controller
University of Wisconsin =
Extension




" Office of the Chancello
_.....r"“"'“, 326 Admnigtration Building

S TO U T Lniversity of Wisconsim-Stout
F.0. Box 790
UNNERSTY OF WD Menomonle, Wi 847510790
Wacersni Prorzoane Unnvpesm T15/232-2441
T15/2324416 fax
hitp:/ feeawLbwsioat.edyy/ chancel ot/

March 8, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N'W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of Commitment for BTOP Grant
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling:

I write to you today to express my commitment to the University of Wisconsin —
Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP
applications, for comprehensive community infrastructure and for sustainable broadband
adoption. Both address eritical needs for our community through a project that wi)l
provide us with the impetus and support we greatly need to build community capacity at
the University of Wisconsin (UW)-Stout, Wisconsin's Polytechuic University, and
western Wisconsin.

Since its founding in 1891, students from around the world have been drawn to the UW-
Stout campus by an outstanding curriculum, a faculty with a record of service to students,
and excellent facilities. This program will be enhanced by the BTOP grant.

The Chippewa Valley Intemetworking Consortium (CINC) is overseeing the BTOP
project in the Chippewa Valley of western Wisconsin and UW-Stout is partnering with
CINC in this project in Menomonie. CINC is a regional work group formed in 1999 to
coordinate regional communication infrastructure projects with city, county and state
government, educational institutions, libraries, nonprofits, and technology providers to
facilitate network creation that is innovative, competitive, and economically sustainable.
CINC members, represented by chief information officers, include: Cooperative
Educational Service Agency 10 (CESA 10), University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire,
County of Chippewa, Chippewa Falls Area Unified Schools District, City of Chippewa
Falls, City of Eau Claire, County of Eau Claire, Eau Claire Area Schools, and The
Indianhead Fedetated Library System.

R0t Bulde i

Nagional

2001 Aseard
Recipient




We are collaborating on this important endeavor because it is innovative and wil
significantly benefit the University of Wisconsin-Stout in greater efficiency, and
improved connectivity capabilities and bandwidth. This project will also allow for cost
savings through local network management where community shareholders can
collaboratively improve network performance and capacity according to demand,
managing our network for continued growth and long-term sustainability with resulting
cost-effectiveness.

This BTOP proposal will promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost
and resource sharing, redundant infrastructure, and provide integrated, innovative and
accessible services.

Qur role as a partner in this project includes financially contributing to the cost share in
the amount of $80,000. We are also supporting this effort by collaborating with CINC to

contribute to the planning, development and execution of the proposed project in
Menomonie. This collaboration will benefit the UW-Stout network to benefit academic
study, teaching and research.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this
effort, we strongly support the project described and urge your positive consideration and
funding of University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity through
Broadband grant applications,

Chi¢ . Sorensen
Chancellor

N K. D e
Mark K, Domn
Controller

University of Wisconsin =
Extension




) UNIVERSITY#WISCONSIN-EAU CLAIRE

105 Garfield Avenue = P.O. Box 4004 » Eau Claire, WI 54702-4004

March 19, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program {BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of Commitment for BTOP Grant
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

We write to you today to express our commitment to the University of Wisconsin - Extension’s
Bullding Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive
community Infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption. Both address critical needs
for our community through a project that will provide us with the impetus and support we
greatly need to build community capacity in western Wisconsin.

We are collaborating on this important endeavor because

¢ We know it will have long-tasting impact on how we five and work. This will allow
collaboration with other educational sites where we need to move large amounts of
data as in geology, computer science, geography, and nursing. Also areas where we
would like to provide high quality video such as between area schools and our college of
Education and Human Sciences.

» The effort will benefit the community because of improved public safety being able to
send large amounts of data quickly and securely between various
government/health/fire/law enforcement agencies.

As a collaborator and partner in this project, we are supporting this effort by: _
» Contributing financlaily to the cost share of fiber Infrastructure to the Beaver Creek
eserve (Fail Creek and Wi- the amo f $15.000 over ears. Beaver
Creek Reserve is the location of a University sclence center and telescope. The
Wildlands School, alsc located on the site, Is a public charter science school The Reserve
includes a nature center, observatory telescope, butterfly house, observatory, youth
camp, nature store, citizen science center, and field research station, With fiber and Wi-

Learning and Technology Services




' Max, broadband connectivity will be made available to areas of this community that
currently have no access {or sporadic access at best)

seph’s IlnM n f Thiswill

allow us to better educate our Nursing students because of the bandwidth that fiber
allows we coutd run multiple distance education classrooms thus allow more Nursing
students to take classes in Marshfield.

¢ Providing ongoling consulting and network engineering assistance to our membership.

* Working closely with BCCB to address the needs of a segment of the population that -
may be hard to reach or a vulnerable group that requires special attention to ensure
understanding and usage of broadband

s Participating in the Community Area Network to ensure usage of broadband technology
within our organlzation

This effort will atlow for cost savings through locat network management where community
shareholders can collaboratively improve network performance and capacity according to
demand, managing their network for continued growth and long-term sustainability with
resulting cost-effectiveness. :

This effort will promote community cotlaboration and efficiency through cost and resource
sharing, redundant infrastructure, as well as Integrated, innovative and accessible services. It
will aiso help shape realistic models of broadband deployment and tremenﬁousiy expand
educational resources for our community.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits of connectivity to our K-12 schools and
our universities and technical coflages, we strongly support the project described and urge your
positive consideration and funding of University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community
Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,
Chip Eckardt, Chief information Officer
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

Mark K. Dorn
Controller
University of Wisconsin -

Extension
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March 5, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: BTOP Letter of Commitment
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

We write to you today to state our commitment to University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building
Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community
infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption. Both projects address critical needs for Rice
Lake’s schools and community. These projects will provide us with the impetus and support we greatly
need to provide education and to build community capacity in northwest Wisconsin.

The Rice Lake Area School District serves 2,463 students in four-year-old kindergarten through grade
twelve. With an annual budget of $27.6 million, the District employs over 200 professional staff and 115
support personnel. We serve students from the City of Rice Lake, townships of Barron, Bear Lake,
Birchwood, Cedar Lake, Doyle, Haugen, Long Lake, Oak Grove, Sarona, Stanfold, Stanley, Sumner,
Wilkinson, Wilson, and the Village of Haugen. The area includes 241 square miles of mostly rural and
small town areas, mostly with no broadband connectivity. The Rice Lake Area School District is a part of

the Cooperative Educational Service Agency 11.

There are five elementary sites in the Rice Lake Area School District, along with a middle school and high
school. We are partnering on this important endeavor because:

e The proposed projects will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure with a commitment to
offer new or substantially upgraded service to community anchor institutions, including Rice
Lake Area School District schools.

e BTOP grant funding will provide high speed broadband connectivity to benefit our high school,
middle school, elementary schools, alternative school, and district office. This connectivity,
together with integrated technology, will empower our student and staff learning to become
effective users of ideas and information in the 21st century.

District Technology Office @ 30 S. Wisconsin Avenue @ Rice Lake, WI 54868 @
(715) 234-2181 @ Fax (715) 234-6679




Our role as a partner organization includes:

*  We will be collaborating with the Chippewa Valley internetworking Consortium {CINC). CINC is
overseeing the BTOP project in the Chippewa Valley and works to coordinate regional
communication infrastructure projects with city, county and state government, educational
institutions, fibraries, nonprofits, and technology providers.

e  We will be working with CINC to contribute to the planning, development and execution of the
proposed project and will manage the Rice Lake schools’ fiber-enabled network to benefit
students and teachers,

*  We will be financially contributing to the cost share in the amount of 545,000,

This effort will aliow for cost savings through local network management where community
shareholders can collaboratively improve network performance and capacity according to demand,
managing our network for continued growth and long-term sustainability with resuiting cost-
effectiveness.

This BTOP effort will promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource
sharing, redundant infrastructure, as well as integrated, innovative and accessible services. Broadband
connectivity will tremendously expand educational resources for our school community.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort, we strongly
support the project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of
Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband grant applications.
Sincerely,

S e %/—

Thomas Lange

District Technology Coordinator
Rice Lake Area School District
Ph: 715-234-2181 Ext. 1098
Fax: 715-234-6679
langet@ricelake k12 .wi.us

Pk - Do

Mark K. Dorn
Controller
Unlversity of Wisconsin =
Extension

District Technology Office ® 30 S. Wisconsin Avenue @ Rice Lake, WI| 54868 @
(715) 234-2181 ® Fax (715) 234-6679




: 500 Main Street
' RE Eau Claire, W1 54701-3770
; ﬂ AREA SCHOOI DISTRICT  (715)852-3081 (715)852-3039 {fax)

February 25, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistanl Secretary for Communications and fnformation
National Telecommunications and information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program {BTOP}

.S, Bepartment of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of Commitment for BTOP Grant
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

We are writing to you to state our commitment to University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building
Community Capucity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community
infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption. Both applications address critical public
education needs for our community through a project that will provide us with the impetus and support
we greatly need to build community capacity in western Wisconsin,

The Chippewa Valley internetworking Consortium {CINC) is overseeing the BTOP project in the
Chippewa Valley of western Wisconsin. We are a member of CINC, a Community Area Network formed
in 1999 to coordinate regional communication infrastructure projects with city, county and state
government, educational institutions, libraries, nonprofits, and technology providers to facilitate
network creation that is innovative, competitive, and economically sustainable. CINC members,
represented by chief information officers, include: Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10 {CESA 10),
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, County of Chippewa, Chippewa Falls Area Unified Schools District,
City of Chippewsa Falls, and the City and County of Eau Claire. ‘

We are partnering on this important endeavor because the proposed projects will deploy Middle Mile
broadband infrastructure with a commitment to offer new or substantially upgraded service to our
public schools, ineluding: 13 efementary schools, three middle schools, two high schools and two
business offices serving the school district. This project will serve 10,731 students and 828 teachers,

Our role as a key partner includes:
o We will be contributing to the planning, development and execution of the proposed project as
a CINC member and will manage the school’s fiber network.
« We will be financially contributing to the cost share in the amount of $60,000.




As a result of these grants, our organization will attain substantially upgraded broadband connectivity
for school district students. This effort will allow for cost savings through local network management by
CINC, our Community Area Network. Local network management allows community shareholders to
collaboratively improve network performance and capacity according to demand, and provides for
management of our network for continued growth and long-term sustainability with resulting cost-
effectiveness.

This effort will promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource sharing,
redundant infrastructure, as well as integrated, innovative and accessible services. It will also improve
broadband service to our schools and to areas that currently have limited access at best. It also provides
added capability to communicate and transport data among anchor institutions.

Because this effort will help shape realistic models of broadband deployment and tremendously expand
educational resources for our community, we strongly support the project described and urge your
positive consideration and funding of University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community
Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,

QP

Robert Scidmore
Director of Technology

W’y‘ o%ovvv

Mark K. Dorn
Controller
University of Wisconsin -
Extension
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_School District of Altoona
1903 Bartlett Avenue = Altoona, Wisconsin 54720
T15-839-6033 « Fax 715-839-60066 = www.altoona.k12.wi.us

March 9, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: BTOP Letter of Commitment
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

We write to you today to state our commitment to University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building
Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community
infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption. Both projects address critical needs for
Altoona’s schools and community. These projects will provide us with the impetus and support we
greatly need to provide education and to build community capacity in northwest Wisconsin.

The School District of Altoona is located in west central Wisconsin in the heart of the Chippewa Valley.
Contiguous to Eau Claire, Altoona is a community of 6,700 residents and is home to approximately 200
businesses, The Altoona school district serves a student population of nearly 1,500 students. The school
district includes the City of Altoona and a portion of the Town of Washington. The district extends six
miles to the east, south to highway AA, southwest to Otter Creek. The northern border is Lake Altoona.
Fairfax Avenue is the district's western limit. The district's three schools, Pedersen Elementary (K-4),
Altoona Middle School (5-8), and Altoona High School (9-12) are conveniently located on one site.

1. Pedersen Elementary School (a multi-unit school serving the needs of approximately 525
students in grades one through four and kindergarten), is located at 1827 Bartlett Avenue,
Altoona, W1 54720

2. Altoona Middle School (a fifth through eighth grade facility serving the needs of approximately
500 students), is located at 1903 Bartlett Avenue, Altoona, W| 54720

3. Altoona High School (serving 420 students), is located at 711 7th St. W., Altoona, W| 54720

We are partnering on this important endeavor because:
e The proposed projects will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure with a commitment to
offer new or substantially upgraded service to community anchor institutions, including schools
in the School District of Altoona.

o  BTOP grant funding will provide high speed broadband connectivity to benefit our high school,
middle school, elementary school and district office. This connectivity, together with integrated
technology, will empower our student and staff learning to become effective users of ideas and
information in the 21st century.



Qur role as a partner organization includes:

+ We will be collaborating with the Chippewa Valley internetworking Consortium {CINC). CINC Is
overseeing the BTOP project in the Chippewa Valley and works to coordinate regional
communication infrastructure projects with city, county and state government, educational
institutions, libraries, nonprofits, and technology providers.

+  We will be working with CINC to contribute to the planning, development and execution of the
proposed project and will manage the School District of Altoona schools’ fiber-enabled network
to benefit students and teachers.

» Pending Board approval on April 19, 2010, we will be contributing to the cost share in the
amount of 545,000 (515,000 each year for three years).

Broadband service will be made available to areas of the school community that currently have sporadic
access at best and no access at all. This effort will allow for cost savings through local network
management where community shareholders can collaboratively improve network performance and
capacity according to demand, managing our network for continued growth and long-term sustainability
with resulting cost-effectiveness.

This BTOP effort will promote community coliaboration and efficiency through cost and resource
sharing, redundant infrastructure, as well as integrated, innovative and accessible services. Broadband
connectivity will tremendously expand educational resources for our school community.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort, we strongly
support the project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of
Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

%er/ew el Oyl L

Kathy R Dahl CPA
Business Manager

Tk U Do

Mark K, Domn
Controller
University of Wisconsin -
Extenslon




SCHOOL DISTRICT OF MONDOVI

337 N. JACKSON STREET
MONDOVT, WISCONSIN 54755-1197

PH(?NE {715) 926-3684 CHERYL L. GULLICKSRUD
FAX (715) $26-3617 DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

E-MAIL  cewllicksrud@mondavi.k 2 whns

March 4, 20610

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickiing

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washinglon DC 20230

RE: BTOP Letter of Commitment
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickiing:

We write to you loday to state our commitment to University of Wisconsin — Extension's Building
Community Capacity through Broadband {BCCB) BTOP applications for comprehensive
community infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption. Both projects address eritical
needs for the School District of Mondovi and our surrounding community. These projects will provide
us with the impetus and support we greatly need to provide education and to build comsmunity
capacily in western Wisconsin.

The School District of Mondovi covers approximately 204 square miles and includes all of the City of
Mondovi and all or portions of the following rural townships: Canton, Modena, Mondovi, and Naples in
Buffalo County; Brunswick, Drammen, and Pleasant Valley in Eau Claire County; Albany in Pepin
County; and Rock Creek in Dunn County.

The School District of Mondovi is a part of the Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10 (CESA
10). CESA 10 is a member of the Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortiurn (CINC), which is the
Community Area Network overseeing the Chippewa Valley BTOP project.

The School District of Mondovi maintains two school buiidings in the district: Anthony Elementary (a
rural schoo! without broadband connectivity) and the City School Complex which includes Mondovi
Fiementary (Early Childhood, Four-Year-Old Kindergarten, Five-Year-Old Kindergarten, and Grades
1-5), Mendovi Middle School (Grades 8-8), and Mondovi High School (Grades 8-12).

We are partnering in this Important endeavor because;

» The proposed projects will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure with a cormmitment to
offer new or substantially upgraded service to community anchor insiitutions, including the
Schoo! District of Mandovi,

+ BTOP grant funding wil provide broadband connectivity to benefit our high school, middle
school, elementary school, and districi office.

AN EQUAL QPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
THESCHDOLIHRTRICT OF MONDOVT WILL ROT (ECKIMINATE ONTIID BASIS OF SEX, RACE, COLOR. NATIONAL ORIGIN. ANCDSTIRY, CPEED. RELIGION, PREGNANCY.
MARITAL (R PARENTAL STATUS, SEXUAL ORIENTATHIN, HANDICAR, OR PITYSICAL, MENTAL, FAICIONAL OR LEARNTNG DISALGITY.




BTOP Letler of Commitment March 4, 2010 Page 2

Our rote as a pariner organization includes:

+  We will be collaborating with our Community Area Network, the Chippewa Valley
internetworking Consortium (CINC). CINC is overseeing the BTOP project in the Chippewa
Valley and works to coordinate regional communication infrastructure projects with city, county
and state government, educational institutions, libraries, nonprofits, and technology providers.

»  We will be working with CINC to contribute fo the planning, development and execution of the
proposed project and will manage the Mondovi schools’ fiber-enabled network to benefit
studants and teachers.

«  We will be financially contributing to the cost share in the amount of § 42,500.00.

Broadband service will be made available to areas of the school community that currently have
sporadic access al best and no access at all. This effort will allow for cost savings through tocal
network management where community shareholders can collaboratively improve network
performance and capacity according to demand, managing our network for continued growth and
long-term sustainability with resulting cost-effectiveness.

This BTOP effort will promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource
sharing, redundant infrastructure, as well as integraled, innovative, and accassible services.
Broadband connectivity will tremendously expand educational resources for our schaol community.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort. we strongly
support the project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of Universily of
Wisconsin - Extension's Building Communily Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,

Cheryt Guliicksrud
District Administrator
School District of Mondovi

Thak A Do

Mark K. Dorn
Controller
University of Wisconsin -
Extension




L ;WHealth

Depariment of Family Medicine 715.839.5175
. Yord oy 617 W. Clairemont Avenue 715.839.5176 Fax
Eau Claire Eau Claire, WI 54701

Family Medicine Clinic

March 9, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E, Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: BTOP Letter of Commitment
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr, Strickling,

We write to you today to state our commitment to University of Wisconsin - Extension’s Building
Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community
infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption. Both address critical health and wellness needs
for our community and will provide us with the impetus and support we greatly need to build
community capacity in western Wisconsin. This project will significantly benefit the patient care of UW-
Family Health in Eau Claire and Augusta,

UW-Health is a Family Medicine residency clinic. In our facilities, resident physicians see patients and
provide care under the direction of board-certified Family Medicine physicians. We are a partner with
the University of Wisconsin Health Services and School of Medicine and Public Health,

We are partnering on this important endeavor because:

e This project will provide connectivity between our UW-Health Eau Claire facility (617 W.
Clairemont Avenue in Eau Claire, W1) and our Augusta Family Medicine Clinic facility
(located at 207 W. Lincoln Street in Augusta, W)

e This project will also provide improved connectivity to other health facilities

* The proposed projects will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure to offer new or
substantially upgraded service to critical access hospitals in rural and underserved areas.

* This BTOP project will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure and incorporate a
public-private partnership among government, non-profit and for-profit entities, and other
stakeholders, improving services within our community

e This project will save lives by improving public safety, EMS and healthcare service areas.

We are partnering with the Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC), a Community Area
Network overseeing the BTOP project in the Chippewa Valley. CINC was formed in 1999 to coordinate
regional communication infrastructure projects with city, county and state government, educational
institutions, libraries, nonprofits, and technology providers. CINC facilitates network creation that is
innovative, competitive, and economically sustainable. CINC members, represented by chief information

@_ University of Wisconsin Medical Foundation

wvav.uwhealth.org Faculty of the University of Wisconsin Medical School



officers, include: Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10 {CESA 10), University of Wisconsin-Eau
Claire, County of Chippewa, Chippewa Falls Area Unified Schools District, City of Chippewa Falls, City of
Eau Clalre, County of Eau Claire, Eau Claire Area Schoaols, hospitals and others.

As a partner in this project, we have financially contributed $20,000 in a cash match. This match will
help provide high speed broadband connectivity to our Augusta Family Medicine Clinic facility (located
at 207 W. Lincoln Street in Augusta, WI).

This project will allow for cost savings through local network management where community
shareholders {including schools and municipalities) can coliaboratively improve network performance
and capacity according to demand, and manage our network for continued growth, long-term
sustainability and cost-effectiveness. Lastly, this BTOP proposal will promote community collaboration
and efficiency through cost and resource sharing, redundant infrastructure, as well as integrated,
innovative and accessible services,

Because of the innovative benefits to health, safety and wellness from this effort, we strongly support
the project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of Wisconsin —
Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,
B
rry Barton
Clinic Administrator

UW-Family Health Eau Claire Family Medicine

Tl W Do

Mark K, Dorn
Controller
University of Wisconsin «
Extension




March 11, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.5. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W,

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of Commitment for University of Wisconsin-Extension BTOP Grant
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr., Strickling,

As the City of Chippewa Falls’s Director of Public works, City Engineer and Utility Manager, | am writing
to you to strongly support the University of Wisconsin ~ Extension’s Bullding Community Capacity
through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP grant applications for the following five pilot communities in
Wisconsin: Chippewa Valley, Menominee Nation, Platteville, Superior, and Wausau. The pliot
applications involve comprehensive community infrastructure, public computer centers, and sustainable
broadband adoption, and will be submitted to the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration for BTOP funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery
Act).

BTOP Purpose

The City of Chippewa Falls is an integral anchor Institution in the Chippewa Valley pllot. Our interest in
this BTOP grant opportunity is based on one of the program’s purposes stated in the Recovery Act of
2009 § 6001{b), 123 Stat. at 512-13, “...to Improve access to, and use of, broadband service by public
safety agencies.” ’ '

Chippewa Valley Pilot

The Chippewa Valley pllot Is led by a community area network, a public and private consortium known
as the Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium {CINC). This consortium Is a reglonal work group
formed in 1999 to coordinate reglonal communication infrastructure projects with city, county, and
state government, educational institutions, librarles, nonprofits, and technology providers. In addition to
City of Chippewa Falls, CINC members include:

» Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10 {CESA 10)

£au Claire Area Schools

The Indianhead Federated Library System

Assoclate members: Sacred Heart Hospital (Eau Clalre), St. Joseph's Hospital {Chippewa Falls)
and Luther Midelfort/Mayo {Eau Claire)

+ University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

s Chippewa Falls Area Unified Schools District
o Chippewa County

s ity of Eau Claire

s County of Eau Clalre

»

[ ]




Demonstration of Need, Commitment & Matching Funds

Per the priority review requirement of the BTOP Notlce of Funding Availability (NOFA), the City of
Chippewa formally validates a “demand” and Indicates “a need for access” and “improved access to
broadband service” (NOFA at 13).

As a public safety entity that Is a critical community anchor Institution in the Chippewa Valley pilot
project, the City of Chippewa will support this funded project with a cash match of $20,000, subject to
funding through future appropriations approved by the City of Chippewa Fails Common Council towards
a regional project, estimated at more than $14,000,000.

Spéciﬁcally, the proposed fiber (“ground”) and Wi-Max/tower {“air”) infrastructure in the Chippewa
Valley project will provide:

Mobhile data communications for Police, Fire, and emergency government

Automatic Vehicle Location {AVL} for Police, Fire, and county operations

Middle-mile connectivity for remote county facilities

Interoperability between the many agencies providing public safety, fire, and emergency
medical services for emergency and disaster communication and access to mission critical
applications

* Middle-mile connectivity for nonprofit agencies serving disadvantaged and vulnerable
populations such as Irvine Park, free clinics, senlor centers, Boys and Girls Clubs, YMCA,
museums, and arts centers,

. & & »

The BTOP grant applications for the following five pilot communities in Wisconsin wiil deploy Middle
Mile broadband infrastructure and Incorporate a public-private partnership among government, non-
profit and for-profit entities, and other key community stakeholders that have expressed a demand or
indicated a need for access or improved access to broadband service..

Among the many advantages of this broadband project, it will advance constituents’ community efforts
in healthcare, education, research, and effective governmental operations. It Is a collaboration designed
to meet the broadband network needs of both the public and private sectors, within urban and rural
communities throughout western and parts of central Wisconsin.

Given the innovative and highly positive benefits that may be derived from this effort, | respectfully
request your consideration of the UW-Extension's grant request on behalf of the five pilot communities
in Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

Wff foebpeg~

Richard J. Rubenze

City of Chippewa Falls Dg)
Director of Public Works, City Engineer, Utilities Manager ; v Gv\(‘\_

Mark K. Born
Controtler
University of Wisconsin =
Extension




Gary J. Cuskey - 515 Nowth Summit Street

Mayor P.O. Box 548

' Spooner, Wis, 54801-0548
Debbie Koshn . (715) 635-8769
Clerk-Treastier FAX (715)635-9319

March 8, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opporiunities Program (BTOP)

U.8. Depariment of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of Commitment for BTOP Grant
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

We are writing 1o you to state our commitrnent to University of Wisconsin — Extension's Building
Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive
community infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption. Both address critical needs for our
comrmunity through a project that will provide us with the impetus and support we greatly need to
build community capacity in the City of Spooner {population 2,653) and the northwesiern region of
Wisconsin.

The Chippewa Valley Intemetworking Consortium (CINC) is overseeing the BTOP pilot project, We
are partnering in this project with CINC, a regional Community Area Network formed in 1988 to
coordinate regional communication infrasiructure projects with city, county and state government,
educational institutions, libraries, nonprofits, and technology providers. CINC facilitates network
creation that is innovative, competitive, and economically sustainable.

CINC has also offered to directly support the development of a Spooner area Community Area
Network (CAN) that will bring sianificant benefit to the City of Spooner, the Spooner Health System
hospital the Spooner School District and the County of Washburn. This grant project will help benefit
municipality, industry and heallhcare in Spooner:

Saven full-time police officers and a full-time dispaicher

Six street crew employees

Five ulility employees-sewer, water and electric

Four City Hall employees

34 volunteer firefighters and 1 full time Fire Chief in the Spooner Fire District
Public Library

Seven Public Parks

School System

Clinic, hospital and nursing home




This propased project will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure and incorporate a public-
private partnership among government, non-profit and for-profit entities, and other key stakeholders
to improve educational, social service, economic development, and public works services in the City
of Spooner.

We are partnering on this important endeavor because the propased project will provide new and
supstantially upgraded broadband connectivity to critical county transportation, educational, public
parks and public works facilities. Specifically, in the City of Spooner, the proposed projects will:

Bolster growth in economically distressed areas without high speed broadband
connectivity

Deploy broadband infrastructure o serve educational needs of disadvantaged rural areas
and small towns

Improve services in public safety by connecting our straet and utility shops to the city hall
server

Promote economic development activities in our new industrial park which is directly
south of the Washburn County Highway facility

Share buying power and technology with new partners so that collectively we can afford
what individually would be impossible

Our role as a key partner includes:

As a community anchor institution in this project, we will support this funded project with a
cash match of $20,000 over three years.

As a CINC partner, we will be contributing to the planning, development and execution of
the proposed project.

As a result of these grants, the City of Spooner will attain improved broadband access (where
broadband is currently nonexistent or sporadic at best). This effort will help launch a Community
Area Network (CAN) in Spooner, promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and
resource sharing, and provide redundant infrastructure with integrated, innovative and accessible
services.

Because of these innovative and highly positive benefits to the City of Spooner and surrounding
towns and rural areas, | strongly support the project described and urge your positive consideration
and funding of University of Wisconsin - Extension’s Building Community Capacify through
Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,

iE T P
iy i

e

Gary J. CusKey; Mayor
City of Spooner

Mark K. Dorn
Controiler

University of Wisconsin -
Extension
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March 5, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: BTOP Letter of Commitment
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

I write to you today on behalf of the Spooner Area School District (SASD) to state our commitment to
University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP
applications, for comprehensive community infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption.
Both projects address critical needs for SASD and Spooner area community. These projects will provide
us with the impetus and support we need to provide educational resources and to build community
capacity in northwest Wisconsin.

SASD is located in Washburn and Burnett Counties in northwest Wisconsin and serves 1222 students
130 staff members. SASD demographics are rural and lower income. Many of the students attending
the Spooner Area School District are from low-income households. Federal free/reduced price
percentages for the 2009-2010 school year are: Spooner Elementary School 54%, Spooner Middle School
46%, Spooner High School 39%. A growing virtual school combined with rapidly expanding classroom

use of web 2.0 resources is underserved by current broadband connections. The district would greatly
benefit from a faster broadband connection.

SASD is partnering on this important endeavor because:

e  The proposed projects will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure with a commitment to
offer new or substantially upgraded service to community anchor institutions, including all
schools in the Spooner Area Schools District.

e  BTOP grant funding will provide high speed broadband connectivity to benefit our high school,
middle school elementary school, early childhood facility and district office. This connectivity,
together with integrated technology, will empower our student and staff learning to become
effective users of ideas and information in the 21st century.

Our role as a partner organization includes:



w Spooner Area School District

e Collaborating with the Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC). CINC is overseeing
the BTOP project in the Chippewa Valley and works to coordinate regional communication
infrastructure projects with city, county and state government, educational institutions,
libraries, nonprofits, and technology providers. '

e Working with CINC to contribute to the planning, development and execution of the proposed
project and will manage the SASD Schools’ fiber-enabled network to benefit students and
teachers.

e  SASD will be financially contributing to the cost share in the amount of $15,000.00.

Broadband service will be made available to areas of the school community that currently have sporadic
access at best and no access at all. This effort will allow for cost savings through local network
management where community shareholders can collaboratively improve network performance and
capacity according to demand, managing our network for continued growth and long-term sustainability
with resulting cost-effectiveness.

This BTOP effort will promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource
sharing, redundant infrastructure, as well as integrated, innovative and accessible services. Broadhand
connectivity provide infrastructure to support and greatly expand educational resources for our school
community.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort, we strongly
support the project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of
Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

) Sincerely,

L Whatul 9 hoet

Donald ). Haack, Supérintendant
Spooner Area School District

Tk (S

Mark K. Dorn
Controller
University of Wisconsin -
Extension \ .



Building Community Capacity through Broadband
(BCCB) Supplemental Information

Key Partners-Letters of Commitment

Statewide

WiscNet

CCI Systems

University of Wisconsin System

Wisconsin Department of Transportation

University of Wisconsin Extension

DolT Division of Information Technology UWW-Madison
Wisconsin Educational Communications Board

Chippewa Valley

Chippewa Valley Inter Networking Consortium (CINC)
Chippewa Valley Inter Networking Consortium (CINC)
Luther Midelfort Hospital/Mayo Health System
Hospital Sisters Health System Division (Western WiI)
St. Joseph's Hospital

City of Eau Claire, Office of the City Manager
Chippewa County Department of Administration

Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors

Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College

Chippewa Valley Technical College

Spooner Health System

University of Wisconsin-Stout

University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

Eau Claire Area School District

Rice Lake Area School District

School District of Altoona

School District of Mondovi

UW Health, Eau Claire Family Medicine Clinic

City of Chippewa Falls

City of Spooner

Cooperative Education Services Agency, CESA 10
Spooner Area School District

Chippewa Area Catholic Schools
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser Area School District
Chippewa Falls Area Unified School District

School District of Fall Creek

Chippewa Valley Regional Airport

Indianhead Federated Library System

Chippewa Valley Free Clinic

Superior
University of Wisconsin-Superior

Platteville

University of Wisconsin-Platteville
City of Platteville

School District of Platteville

Wausau

Northcentral Technical College

Marathon County Board of Supervisors

City of Stevens Point

University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point

Wausau City-County Information Technology Commission

David Lois

John Jamar
Kevin Reilly
David Vieth
Steve Wildeck
Ronald Kraemer
Gene Purcell

Ross Wilson
Daren Bauer
Todd Munden
Stephen Ronstrom
Dave Fish

Mike Huggins
William Reynolds
Gregg Moore
John Will

Tom Huffcutt
Michael Schafer
Charles Sorensen
Chip Eckardt
Robert Scidmore
Thomas Lange
Kathy Dahl

Cheryl Gullicksrud
Jerry Barton
Richard Rubenzer
Gary Cuskey
Ross Wilson
Donald Haack
Chad Ronnander
Tammy Lenbom
Scott Kowalski
Chuck Kukura
Charity Speich
John Thompson
Brent Hafele

Julius Edenbach

Duane Merlin Ford
Barbara Daus
Dean Isaacson

Lor Wevyers

Keith Langenhahn
Andrew Halverson
Mark Nook
Gerard Klein

Executive Director

President and Chief Executive Officer
President

Director, Bureau of Highway Operations
Vice Chancellor

CIO and Vice Provost for Information Technology

Executive Director

CESA 10, CINC Fiscal Agent

UW-Eau Claire, CINC Technical Agent
Director of Information Systems
President and Chief Executive Officer
President and Chief Executive Officer
City Manager

County Administrator

Chair

Vice President, Administrative Services
Vice President, Operations

Chief Executive Officer

Chancellor

Chief Information Officer

Director of Technology

District Technology Coordinator
Business Manager

District Administrator

Clinic Administrator

Director of Public Works, City Engineer
Mayor

Director, Education Technology Services
Superintendent

President

Business Manager

Director of Educational Technology
Technology Coordinator

Airport Manager

Executive Director

Executive Director

Chancellor

Provost and Vice-Chancellor (Interim)
Common Council President
District Administrator

President

Chair

Mayor

Chancellor (Interim)
Director



March 5, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of Commitment for BTOP Grant
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

| write to you today to express our commitment to the University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building
Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community
infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption. Both address critical needs for our community
through a project that will provide us with the impetus and support we greatly need to build community
capacity in West Central Wisconsin.

Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10 (CESA 10) is a regional educational service agency serving
thirty school districts in western Wisconsin, ranging from 170 pupils to as many as 10,000 pupils in
student population. We are collaborating on this important endeavor because:

»  We know it can have long-lasting impact on how we learn, live and work. Access to high quality
coursework, information and other resources is now critical to formal and ongoing education,
and can only be delivered by ubiquitous broadband infrastructure.

*  This effort will improve broadband access in some areas, and provide new service to areas not
having access before. The improved access will include broadband wireless services to areas
never before having that option.

«  Studies show that increasing time on task is fundamental in increasing student achievement.
Hence, the afore-mentioned access to high quality coursework, information and other resources
inside and outside the school day is essential to ALL children. Our project will provide greater
access to the underprivileged to help narrow that achievement gap.

As a collaborator we are supporting this effort by:

»  Committing $20,000 from CESA 10 for this project’s implementation of WiMax. The WiMax
infrastructure will allow us to pilot deployment of broadband to families of students that cannot
afford internet access in any other way. We plan to collaborate with our ESEA Title | partners
within CESA 10 to identify pilot households within the WiMax footprint.



Providing ongoing leadership to our membership both in the procurement and use of
broadband technology. This includes negotiating connections, providing programming and
providing training to maximize usage.
Providing fiscal agent resources to the projects where applicable.
Assisting in the educational outreach component of BCCB hy:
1. Delivering training to our identified underserved populations utilizing materials designed
by UW-Extension
2. Delivering training to schools in the effective use of tools requiring broadband access
including video conferencing and the use of online learning management systems.

As a result of these grants, additional CESA 10 school districts will have access to the following:

Broadband service will be made available to areas in communities that currently have sporadic
access at best,

Broadband services as a member of Community Are Networks can be delivered more
economically without reoccurring transport charges.

Management and maintenance of servers and servers will decrease as more services are shared.
New member of Community Are Networks will have new capabilities to communicate and
transport data among anchor institutions, and share application costs.

This effort will help shape realistic models of broadband deployment and tremendously expand
educational resources for our community.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits of broadband access to raise student achievement

and increase efficiencies, we strongly support this project and urge your positive consideration and
funding of University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband grant

applications.

Sincerely, I

i ‘\(- i

) b iy

‘Ross N. Wilson
Director, Educational Technology Services CESA 10

Mok K- Do

Mark K, Dorn
Controller

University of Wisconsin =

Extension



Chippewa Area Catholic Schools -

Cluited o Facth and | A idon
McDonell Central Catholic High + Hotre Dame Middle - Holy Ghost Elementary « St. Charles Borromeo Primary

1316 Bel Air Blvd. « Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 « TEL 715.723,0538 « FAX 715.723.1501 « WEB cacs.kl2.wius

March 5, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of Commitment for BTOP Grant
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

We are writing to you to state our commitment to University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building
Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community
infrastructure and for sustainahle broadband adoption. Both applications address critical public and
private education needs for our community through a project that will provide us with the impetus and
support we greatly need to build community capacity.

The Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC) is overseeing the BTOP project in the Chippewa
Valley of western Wisconsin. CINC is a Community Area Network formed in 1999 to coordinate regional
communication infrastructure projects with city, county and state government, educational institutions,
libraries, nonprofits, and technology providers to facilitate network creation that is innovative,
competitive, and economically sustainable.

We are partnering on this important endeavor because the proposed projects will deploy Middle Mile
broadband infrastructure with a commitment to offer new or substantially upgraded service to our
preschool through high school age students, teachers, and staff in our three Chippewa Area Catholic
Schools buildings:

¢ St. Charles Borromeo Primary School, 429 W. Spruce 5t., Chippewa Falls, W1 54729

o Holy Ghost Elementary School, 436 5. Main St., Chippewa Falls, WI 54729

e Notre Dame Middle School, McDonell Central Catholic High School, and CACS Central Office,
1316 Bel Air Blvd., Chippewa Falls, W1 54729

Altogether, this project will directly serve more than 500 students, 55 teachers, and 35 support staff.
The Chippewa Area Catholic Schools are among Wisconsin's most established Catholic School systems,

having offered a complete high school education since the early 1880s. During the past two years, the
National Council on Catholic Education has recognized McDonell Central Catholic High School as one of the




nation’s top 50 Catholic High Schools for promoting the academic, civic, and spiritual growth of its students.
The schools are accredited by the North Central Association Commission on Accreditation and School
Improvement. The BTOP project will strengthen our schools in all of the three main foci of our strategic
plan: Educational Excellence, Catholic Charism, and School Vitality.

Our role as a partner in this project includes the following:
e We will work with CINC to plan, develop, and execute the proposed project and will manage our
schools’ fiber-enabled network to benefit students, teachers, and support staff.
e We will contribute financially to the cost share in the amount of $13,000.

As a result of this project grant, CACS will attain substantially upgraded broadband connectivity for
students and teachers. This effort will allow for cost savings through local network management by
CINC, our Community Area Network. Local network management allows community stakeholders to
collaboratively benefit and improve network performance and capacity according to demand. This
collaboration also provides for the management of our network for continued growth, long-term
sustainability, and cost-effectiveness.

This effort will promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource sharing,
redundant infrastructure, as well as integrated, innovative and accessible services. It will also improve
broadband service to our CACS facilities and many other areas that currently have limited or no access.
This project also provides added capability to communicate and t.ransport data among anchor
institutions.

Because this effort will help shape realistic models of broadband deployment and tremendously expand
educational resources for our community, we strongly support the project described and urge your
positive consideration and funding of University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity
through Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,

b k) ot

Dr. Chad Ronnander, President
Chippewa Area Catholic Schools

Thal X o) one

Mark K, Dorn
Controller _
University of Wisconsin =
Extension
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March 5, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 28230

RE: BTOP Letter of Commitment
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

We write to you today to state our commitment to University of Wisconsin - Extension’s Buflding Community
Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community infrastructure and for
sustainable broadband adoption. Both projects address critical needs for the Chetek-Weyerhaeuser Area School
District and communities. These projects will provide us with the impetus and support we greatly need to provide
education and to build community capacity in northwest Wisconsin.

The Chetek-Wevyerhaeuser Area Schoal District is located in Chetek, Wisconsin. The District is currently
underserved by our broadband connectivity, with the growing use of Web 2.0 Apps and Virtual Education
bandwidth has become a daily challenge. Our District serves roughly 1,000 students and 90 staff members who
would greatly benefit with a faster broadband connection.

We are partnering on this important endeavor because:

s The proposed projects will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure with a commitment to offer new
or substantially upgraded service to community. anchor institutions, including schools in the Chetek-
Weyerhaeuser Area School District.

» BTOP grant funding will provide high speed broadband connectivity to benefit our high school, middle
school elementary school and district office. This connectivity, together with integrated technology, will
empower our student and staff learning to become effective users of ideas and information in the 21ist

century.

“Big enough for opportunities, smalf encugh to care”

The School District of Chetek does net discriminate on the basis of sex, race, age, national ofigin, anceslry, creed, religion, pregnancy, marital or parantat

status, sexual orientation, mental, emotional or leaming disabllity.




Our role as a partner organization Includes:

¢ We will be collaborating with the Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium {CINC). CINC is
overseeing the BTOP project in the Chippewa Valley and works to coordinate regional
communication infrastructure projects with city, county and state government, educational
institutions, libraries, nonprofits, and technclogy providers.

¢ We will be working with CINC to contribute to the planning, development and execution of the
proposed project and will manage the Chetek-Weyerhaeuser Area School District’s fiber-
enabled network to benefit students and teachers.

e We will be financially contributing to the cost share in the amount of $12,000.

Broadband service will be made available to areas of the school community that currently have sporadic
access at best and no access at all, This effort will allow for cost savings through local network
management where community shareholders can collaboratively improve network performance and
capacity according to demand, managing our network for continued growth and long-term sustainability
with resulting cost-effectiveness,

This BTOP effort will promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource
sharing, redundant infrastructure, as well as integrated, Innovative and accessible services, Broadband
connectivity will tremendously expand educational resources for our school community.

Because of the Innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort, we strongly
support the project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of
Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broodband grant applications.

Singerely, b\gym

Tammy Lenb@fmn, Business Manager
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser Area School District

Dok Fo B

Mark K, born
Controller .
University of Wisconsin -
Extension
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March 8, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.5. Department of Commerce

1401 Conslitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of Commitment for BTOP Grant
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

We write to you today to express our commitment to the University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community
Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community infrastructure and for sustainable
broadband adoption. Both address critical needs for our community through a project that will provide us with the
impetus and support we greatly need to build community capacity in the Fall Creek School District in weslern Wisconsin.

The School District of Fall Creek is located in west-central Wisconsin, ten miles east of Eau Claire. The district has an
enroliment of 830 students housed in one K-12 complex, which facilitates the sharing of resources and staff members.
Our K-12 education facilities include an Elementary School, Middle School, High School, and District Office. The BTOP
project would significantly enhance educational and career opportunities for our students, provide important new tools
to our teachers, and significantly improve our learning environment.

We are collaborating on this important endeavor because recent research from the project “Innovation in Fducational
Technology: The Virtualization of K-12 and Higher Education” predicts that by 2014 nearly 10 million K-12 students will
be taking classes online. This BTOP grant will help us meet the needs of our students as they enter a fast-paced
technologically advanced world. This grant will also:

e Make possible online curriculum that is shared throughout the district and also allow collaboration between staff on
common assessments, data study and improved instructional strategies. All of this supports research that
preparation of pre-school age children consistently shows them being more successful from K-12, both academically

and socially.
GARY FRANKIEWICZ GAYLE HOLTE BRIAN W. SCHULNER
SUPERINTENDENT ELEMENTARY SCHOOQOL PRINCIPAL 6-12 PRINCIPAL
336 E. HODVER AVENUE 336 E. HOOVER AVENUE 136 £ HOOVER AVENUI
(T15) BT7-2123 (715) 877-3331 (715) B77-2511

(715) 877-2911 FAX (715) B77-3853 FAX (715) 877-3853 FAX




»  Aflow us to expand our distance learning programs with other K-12 districts across the state, For example, difficult-
to-teach foreign languages could be taught with online resources. High speed connectivity would also apen up an
entire new glabal curriculum to students that would prepare them for post-secondary education or the workforce.

Our rode as a partner in this project includes financially contributing to the cost share in the amount of $10.000. We are

also supporting this effort by:

¢ Participating in the local Community Area Netwaork to ensure usage of broadband technology within our organization

« Working on identifying populaticns within our district that could benefit from broadband and educating them on to
access information either from our district or educational resources that would benefit them. An example includes

adult fiteracy programs,

School districts around the country face overwhelming challenges in preparing students for a workplace and
post-secondary education that is constantly changing. Because public schoot funding models are not designed to meet
these challenge, the 8TOP grant would help bridge the gap for our district and several other districts through Wisconsin,
BTOP funding will help us better prepare our students and communities for tomorrow.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort, we strongly support the
project described and wge your positive consideration and funding of University of Wisconsin - Extension’s Building

Comrmunity Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

Sincarely,

Chuck Kukura
Fall Creek School District

VP K Do

Mark K. Dom
Controlier
University of Wisconsin =
Extenslion
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March 5, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of Commitment for BTOP Grant
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

| write to you today to express my commitment to the University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community
Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community infrastructure and for sustainable
broadband adoption. Both address critical needs for our community through a project that will provide us with the
impetus and support we greatly need to build community capacity in our Chippewa Falls area Unified Schools District in
western Wisconsin.

The Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC) is overseeing the BTOP project in the Chippewa Valley of
western Wisconsin. We are a member of CINC, a regional work group formed in 1999 to coordinate regional
communication infrastructure projects with city, county and state government, educational institutions, libraries,
nonprofits, and technology providers to facilitate network creation that is innovative, competitive, and economically
sustainable. CINC members, represented by chief information officers, include: Cooperative Educational Service Agency
10 (CESA 10), University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, County of Chippewa, Chippewa Falls Area Unified Schools District, City
of Chippewa Falls, City of Eau Claire, County of Eau Claire, Eau Claire Area Schools, and The Indianhead Federated Library
System. In addition, Sacred Heart Hospital (Eau Claire), St. Joseph’s Hospital (Chippewa Falls) and Luther Midelfort (Eau
Claire) are associate CINC members.

We are collaborating on this important endeavor because in education it is truly time to rethink our purpose and how
we connect to our students, parents and community. Our students are experiencing a much different educational
environment than their parents or even ourselves. Recent research from the project “Innovation in Educatjonal
Technology: The Virtualization of K-12 and Higher Education” predicts that by 2014 close to 10 million K-12 students will
be enrolled in a virtual school or taking classes online. By supporting the BTOP grant not only will it help us meet the
needs of our students as they enter this online world. It will also:



e Alfow us to offer broadband to our 4 year old kindergarten programs that are spread throughout our community.
Specifically, this would allow access to our pre-school age children to an online curriculum that is shared throughout
the district and also aliow collaboration between staff on common assessments, data study and improved
instructional strategies. All of this supports research that preparation of pre-school age children consistently shows
them being more successful throughout elementary school both academically and socially.

¢ Allow us to share resources with other schools across the state. Specifically, we would be able to expand our distance
learning programs with other K-12 districts across the state. Instead of hiring a French teacher for 30 students, that is
a cost we would be able to save by sharing it with another district. We would be able to open up an entire new global
curriculum to students that would prepare them for the workforce or post-secondary education.

Our role as a partner in this project includes financially contributing to the cost share in the amount of $10,000. We are
also supporting this effort by:

¢ Participating in the Community Area Network to ensure usage of broadband technology within our organization

e Starting to train and certify our teaching staff through the Department of Public Instruction to be qualified to teach in
an online environment.

s Working on identifying populations within our district that could benefit from broadband and educating them on to
access information either from our district or educational resources that would benefit them. An example includes
adult literacy programs.

School districts around the country face an overwhelming chalienge of preparing students for a workplace and
post-secondary education that is constantly changing. School funding models are not designed to meet these challenges;
the BTOP grant would help bridge the gap for our district and several other districts through Wisconsin. If the grant is
now awarded, we will keep working towards our goals it is part of our strategic plan for our district. However, it will take
more time to complete and opportunities for our students are being missed. Funding of the BTOP grant would allow us
to capitalize on the stated objectives above in the near future, which would put us in the right direction of changing how
we do things to prepare our students and communities for tomorrow.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort, we strongly support the
project described and urge your positive constderation and funding of University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building
Community Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,

/%7///%

Scott Kowalski
Director of Educational Technology

Chippewa Falls School District
. 7 N

Mark K. Dorn
Controlier
University of Wisconsin -
Extension




Chippewda Valley
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February 25, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program {(BTOP)

4.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of Commitment for BTOP Grant
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

I am writing to you to state our commitment to University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Bullding
Community Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community
infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoptfon. Both address critical needs for our community
through a project that will provide us with the impetus and support we greatly need to build community
capacity in Eau Clalre and Chippewa Counties.

The Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium {CINC] is overseeing the BTOP pilot project in the
Chippewa Valley of western Wisconsin. The Chippewa Valley Regional Airport (CVRA) is associated with
both Eau Claire and Chippewa Counties. Both counties are a members of CINC, a regional Community
Area Network formed in 1999 to coordinate regional communication infrastructure projects with city,
county and state government, educational institutions, libraries, nonprofits, and technology providers to
facilitate network creation that is innovative, competitive, and economically sustainable. CINC members,
represented by chief information officers, include: Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10 (CESA 10),
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, County of Chippewa, Chippewa Falls Area Unified Schools District,
City of Chippewa Falls, City of Eau Claire and the £au Claire Area Schools. In addition, Sacred Heart
Hospital {Eau Claire), St. Joseph’s Hospital (Chippewa Falls) and Luther Midelfort (Eau Claire) are
assqciate CINC members,

The Chippewa Valley Regional Airport is partnering on this important endeavor because the proposed
project will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure to provide new and substantially upgraded
broadband connectivity to critical transportation facilities including the Chippewa Valley Regional
Alrport.

3800 Starr Avenus . Eau Clairs, WIB4703 . 715-839-6241 . cvra@clearwire.net
www.chippewavalleyairport.com




In addition, the broadband fiber project will provide new and substantially upgraded broadband
connectivity to several educational, public parks and public works facilities and non-profit organizations,
Including:

s Altoona High School

» Augusta High School

» City of Altoona

+ City of Augusta

» Fall Creek High School

e Expo Center (Eau Claire)

» Beaver Creek Reserve and Wildlands School {Fall Creek)

¢ Highway Department (Altoona)

» Highway Department (Augusta)

» Highway Department {Osseo}

» County Parks (Augusta, Altoona, Fall Creek, Eau Claire)

s UW-Extension, Eau Claire County {Altoona)

This proposed project will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure and incorporate a public-
private partnership among government, non-profit and for-profit entities, and other key
stakeholders to improve educational, economic development, transportation and public safety
services In Eau Clalre and Chippewa Counties. Specifically, the proposed projects will:

¢ improve transportation services and economic development by providing connectivity to the
Chippewa Valley Regional Airport

7 As a key partner, the Chippewa Valley Regional Airport will support this funded project with a cash
match of $10,000, subject to funding through future appropriations in 2011 and 2012 towards a regional
project, estimated at more than $12,000,000.

As a result of these grants, the Chippewa Valley Regional Airport will attain improved broadband access
and gain connectivity with key county partners. This effort will promote community collaboration and
efficiency through cost and resource sharlng, redundant infrastructure, as well as integrated, innovative
and accessible services.

Because of these innovative and highly positive benefits to the Chippewa Valley Regional Airport, |
strongly support the project described and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of
Wisconsin —~Extension’s Building Community Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,

Cl{ﬂxmﬂé (22

Charity Speich, C.M.

Airport Manager < 4 : .
% “QBM

Mark K. born
Controller
University of Wisconsin «
Extension
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February 26, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

RE: Letter of Commitment for BTOP Sustainable Adoption Grant
Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

[ write to you today to express our commitment to the University of Wisconsin — Extension's Building Community Capacity
through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP application for sustainable broadband adoption. This project addresses critical needs for our
communities in western Wisconsin through a project that will provide us with the impetus and support we greatly need to build
community capacity.

The Indianhead Federated Library System (IFLS) is a state-funded agency established under Chapter 43 of the Wisconsin Statutes to
provide services to its 56 members and to insure that all area residents have access to public libraries. County Board Chairs appoint
the 20-person board, which governs IFLS. IFLS members include 53 independent public libraries and 3 county library services in 10
west central Wisconsin counties.

Resource sharing services provided by IFLS include support for shared automated systems, Internet access, a telecommunications
Wide Area Network, delivery service, and a regional interlibrary loan clearinghouss. Other services include continuing education and
consulting for library staff, technology support, discounts or coordinating orders of library materials and supplies and a library books by
mail program for people who can't leave their residence without assistance.

The Chippewa Valley Internetworking Consortium (CINC) is overseeing the BTOP project in the Chippewa Valley of western
Wisconsin. We are a member of CINC, a regional Community Area Network formed in 1999 to coordinate regional communication
infrastructure projects with city, county and state government, educational institutions, libraries, nonprofits, and technology providers to
facilitate network creation that is innovative, competitive, and economically sustainable. Along with IFLS, CINC members, represented
by chief information officers, include: Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10 (CESA 10), University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire,
County of Chippewa, Chippewa Falls Area Unified Schools District, City of Chippewa Falls, City of Eau Claire, County of Eau Claire
and the Eau Claire Area Schools. In addition, Sacred Heart Hospital (Eau Claire), St. Joseph's Hospital (Chippewa Falls) and Luther
Midelfort (Eau Claire) are associate CINC members.

We are collaborating on this important endeavor because:
« We know that it will have a lasting impact on the lives of residents in ten counties in northwestern Wisconsin by teaching them
skills they need for fulfilling and rewarding work and personal lives.
o This program will provide us with four portable computer labs (12 laptops each) that we can freely lend to our member libraries
for their use in local, educational programming.
o Smaller community libraries that could not justify purchasing educational labs of their own will have access to professionally
configured and maintained computer labs and the educational curricula to go along with them.

As a collaborator we are supporting this effort by:

Ensuring all area residents have access to libraries in Barron, Chippewa, Dunn, Eau Claire, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Price, Rusk, and St
Croix counties.



o Asalibrary system thatis a critical community anchor institution, we will support this funded project with a cash match of
$7900 over the next two years toward the project.

»  Providing ongoing advice and support to our membership.

« Professionally preparing and maintaining the computer labs for our libraries’ use.

»  Working closely with BCCB to address the needs of a segment of the population that may be hard to reach or a vulnerable
group that requires special attention to ensure understanding and usage of broadband.

» Participating in the Community Area Network to ensure usage of broadband technology within our organization.

» Assisting in the educational outreach component of BCCB by providing our member libraries with the proper equipment,
curricula and training to educate their local residents in the uses and opportunities presented by broadband access.

As a collaborator we hope to see the following benefits and outcomes:

o Our organization currently owns one 12-laptop computer lab that we lend out to 53 public libraries. This one lab is constantly
booked throughout the year.

e Asaresult of these grants, our organization will be able to more adequately support the programming needs of our member
libraries. We already have a group of trained professionals (library staff in our member libraries) ready and able to educate the
public about the applications that make broadband so necessary. We feel this project is a great opportunity to provide
equipment for those staff to use.

o  Our member libraries provide classes in a wide range of topics that utilize and promote broadband network connections.
Some examples follow:

Seeking jobs online

Resume writing

Genealogical research

Beginning Internet use for seniors

Social networking

o Healthresearch

o This effort will build on a grant that the Wisconsin Department of Administration received to increase the broadband capacity
of public libraries by helping libraries use that capacity to educate and serve their fellow community members.

» This effort will also build on significant investments the State of Wisconsin, the Indianhead Federated Library System, and
local libraries have made in database subscriptions that give residents access to high-quality, easily searchable information in
the areas of:

o Health

Children’s Education

Careers

Genealogy

Business

Home and auto repair and improvement

Literature

General Research

o O 0 0 O

O 0O 0O 0 0O O O

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits that can be derived from this effort, we strongly support the project described
and urge your positive consideration and funding of University of Wisconsin - Extension’s Building Community Capacity
through Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,

f

}yk,‘ T D\O«’.br/\ )
John Thompson Mark K. Dorn
Executive Director Controller

Indianhead Federated Library System '
UWw-£xdenasion



February 23, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20230

Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

I am writing

to state the Chippewa Valley Free Clinic’s commitment to University of Wisconsin — Extension’s

“Building Community Capacity through Broadband” (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community
infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption. Both address critical needs for our community
through a project that will provide us with the impetus and support we greatly need to build community

capacity in western Wisconsin’s Chippewa Valley.

The Free Clinic is partnering on this important endeavor because

e The

proposed projects will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure that will provide us with

new and substantially upgraded connectivity, allowing the Free Clinic to share electronic medical
records with other healthcare organizations and even have the option of deploying telemedicine

appl!

ications to bring physicians and specialists to our clinic via high speed video and audio

connections.

e This

proposed project will deploy Middle Mile broadband infrastructure and incorporate a public-

private partnership among government, non-profit and for-profit entities, and other key

stak

eholders, improving services within our community that serve at-risk populations such as the

medically uninsured below the federal poverty line.

e For our community, this proposed project will improve services in healthcare for those most in
need and also facilitate communication and sharing of medical records between healthcare

providers.

Our role as a key partner includes:

e We will be contributing to the planning, development and execution of the proposed project by
providing space for two public computer terminals for Free Clinic patient and family member use (for
education, obtaining and printing medical information, and communication). Use of these terminals
will be restricted to health-related topics.

CHIPPEWA VALLEY

F RE E C Ll N lC 421 GRAHAM AVENUE | PO.BOX 231 | EAU CLAIRE. WI 54702

e s i e e e s e S st e PHONE 715.839.8477 | FAX 715.839.8521

CHIPPEWA VALLEY FREE CLINIC United §
PROUD TO BE A UNITED WAY PARTNER Way £42

WWW.CVFREECLINIC.ORG




e We will launch the project with used computers donated for the project by Sacred Heart Hospital in
Eau Claire.

e Free Clinic staff will be manage and maintain the computers, which will be available for patient use.

Without this funding, the Free Clinic will have no high speed internet connectivity to other hospitals and clinics
to share electronic health records, diagnostic results and real-time telemedicine physician consults.

High speed broadband connectivity is a significant need for the Free Clinic:

e This effort will enhance life-saving treatment and the health and wellness of uninsured residents in the
Chippewa Valley and surrounding rural areas through the high speed exchange of critical medical
information.

e Utilize a new electronic medical record system (launched in 2010) with high speed connectivity to
other healthcare providers to better serve patients.

e Provide patients (most without access to internet at home) with greater access to educational
materials and communication.

e Connectivity to the high speed network will allow for continued growth and long-term sustainability
with resulting cost-effectiveness. For example, as a 501(c)(3), this grant saves the cost of paying for
low speed connectivity and increases the Free Clinic’s fundraising capabilities to communicate with
Free Clinic donors and grant makers.

e This effort will promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource sharing,
redundant infrastructure, as well as integrated, innovative and accessible services.

e High speed connectivity will also provide educational opportunities for our Free Clinic staff by opening
up the possibility of participating in interactive high definition teleconferences such as with the
Wisconsin Representative to the National Association of Free Clinic and other support and educational
organizations.

Because of these innovative benefits to our patients, we strongly support this project and urge your positive
consideration and funding of University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity through

Broadband grant applications.

Brent A. Hafele, M.A. enny Regalia, RPH
Executive Director Clinic Manager

Sincerely,

Mark K. Dorn
Controller

YW = Extcns. on
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March 2, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

I write to you today to support University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community
Capacity through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community
infrastructure and for sustainable broadband adoption. Both address critical needs for
communities across Wisconsin and in particular for the five communities that are partnering on
this important endeavor. These grants will greatly assist each in building community capacity to
serve their regions.

As one of the anchor institutions in Platteville, University of Wisconsin-Platteville believes
strongly in community supported networking. Over the years the University has sought to help
other public institutions in our small southwest Wisconsin community gain access to the Internet.
When UW-Extension proposed that Platteville be one of the five communities that partner in a
comprehensive community infrastructure and sustainable broadband adoption grant, we were
delighted.

We believe that community owned and operated networks will guarantee each public anchor
institution the network bandwidth it needs commensurate with its mission, whether that is ten
megabits or 100 megabits. We view access to a broadband, robust and scalable network as a
public good in the same way as our roads and highways are public goods. By moving network
access for our public institutions from a private service to a public good, we will promote
community collaboration, improved public health, better access to education and information,
more efficient management of public resources, and improved emergency services.

We also believe that community owned networks will bring private sector network providers into
the community to supply last mile services to businesses and households. A key component of
University of Wisconsin-Extension’s grant is to partner with a fiber provider to bring very high
capacity low-cost bandwidth to Platteville from Madison. This partnership will not only reduce
the community area network’s costs, but promote competition for providers to better serve
business, industry and residential customer s in our city as well as under-provisioned towns and
rural areas on the new fiber paths to Platteville.

Office of the Provost and Vice Chancellor
2507 Ullsvik Hall ~ 608.342.1261 Fax: 608.342.1270 Email: fordd@uwplatt.edu

| University Plaza - Platteville, WI 53818-3099 - www.uwplatt.edu



The sustainable broadband adoption grant will ensure that our community network continues to
grow and include additional smaller communities in the largely rural area in southwest
Wisconsin, We are particularly interested in bringing increasing numbers of small health clinics
and outlying medical facilities onto our community network.

At University of Wisconsin-Platteville, we believe community area networks are the most logical
and efficient way to bring broadband networking into small and rural communities where service
providers see little profit for the investment they must make. Like the rural electric cooperatives
of seventy years ago—which Wisconsin pioneered—we believe the CANs will serve as network
cooperatives to do the same service for broadband.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits these University of Wisconsin-Extension
grants will bring to southwestern Wisconsin and to the city of Platteville, the University of
Wisconsin-Platteville pledges $100,000 as a cash match to fund the Building Community
Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,

Duane Merlin Ford, Ph.D,
Provost and Vice-Chancellor (Interim)
University of Wisconsin-Platteville

Neard K Lo

Mark K. Dorn
Controller

UW — Evten STon
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March 10, 2010

Mr., Lawrente E. Strickling

Ass;slam Sec:eiary for Communications and information
Nations! Telecommunlcations and Information Administration
U.S. Bepartment of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

Dear NTIA Grant Revlewers and My, Strickling,

We write Lo you today to state our commitment to University of Wisconsin ~ Extension’s Buliding
Community Copacity through Broadbond (BCCB) 8TOP application, for comprehensive community
infrastructure. This application addresses a criticat nee d for our cemmunity through a pro}e:t that will
provide us with the Impetus and support we greatly nead to bulld community tapacity in Plat!evﬂle,
Wisconsln,

We are partnering on this important endeaver becavse
+ The proposed projects will deploy Middie tile broadband infrastructure and will offer new
: sewices to our city institutions. 1t will also be a substantial upgrade to existing services for.
_aur other community pariners,

» “The proposed project will deploy Middle Mile broadband Infrastructure and Incorporate
partnership among government and non-profit entitles, improving services within our
community.

*  The proposed project will improve services in one or all of the following service areas; public
safety, healthcare, and economic development,

+  With these additions to our community, our citizens wifl have the apportunity to "live
rural but work global,”

Qur role ps a key partner includes:
»  Wewllibe contributing to the planning, development and execution of the proposed project bv
offering city englneering services and assisting with easements and right of way preess,
«  Wewill be finantially contributing to the cost share in the ampunt of $100,000

BENEFITS 8 OLITCOMES;
®  As2resuit of this grant, the city will attain connection to all its facilities. In 2007 & hid to connect
the ¢y Eacilities Was Up to $350,000. It was not financially prudent to move forward with the
project at that time and would not have been possible without this funding epportunlty.

P.O. Box 780 + 75 North Bonson Stree! » Plaiteville, Wisconsin 53818
Telephone {608} 348-9741 » Fax (608) 348.7812 + van plattevite, org
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Using this new fiber network between city facilities will enable future deployment of
applications that require high bandwidth, special security measures, high reliabifity, or
dedicated connections that would not be poessible otherwise. Some of these applications could
be public safely initiatives that would not othenvise be possible or woukd be substantislly more
expensive.

Construction activitles resulting from the Instaliation of this Infrastructura will Introduce some
revenue to local businesses, such as restaurants and lodging. 1t wift 3lso provide revenus to the
contractors as well o5 potentially fund new jobs or retafn existing Jobs during the two year
construction period,

Having this fiber will allow city departments and reports 1o be accessed, updated and shared
with other employees at substantially higher speeds, increasing employee productivity and
efficieney.

The tity 2nd others may realize cost savings and efficiency in dep!oying new systems across the
netwerk to all of thelr faciilties. One such system that the city Is looking a1 Is a VelP to upgrade
of replace existing phone systems and may alow cost savings in the mount of lines needed,

This effort will allow for cost savings through local hetwark management where community
shareholders can collaboratively Improve network performante and capacity according to
demand managing our netwotk for cantinued growth and long-term sustalnability with
rasulting cost-cffectiveness,

This effort will promote community collaboration and efficiency through cost and resource sharing,

" redundant infrastructure, as well as integrated, Innovative and accessible services. This

coltaboration will lead to sustainability by Increasing the number of institutions accessing the
network and participating in the maintenance of the infrastructure.

This network will provide a redundant architectyre 50 that road construction changes or sccidental
damage will not interrupy service and will allow for 8 managed repalr to take place rather thena
service outage for eeitical services which these entities have bacome dependant on witholt which
would require an emergency response and potentiaily high emergency repair costs. Without this
grant, a redundant Infrastrycture would be beyond the financia) copabilities of individual entities,
The eppottunity to share Infrastructure amongst entities in this grant wilt altow for redundancy to
be achieved at a much Jower tost.

Economic Issues are restraining the entities from investing In such an infrastructure. Current
economic conditions have forced the state, Uhiversity, and the city to doplement staff furloughs to
resolve budpetary issues, Fven the required matching funds are hard to obrain in this aconomic
environment end sorme sacrifices will have (o be made to do 30, We realize that this investment
and effort with hielp the econemy now and In the future and eventuatly reatize both direct hnd
indirect cost savings,
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s This effort wil help shape realistic models of bropdband deployment for a community that is
smaltin size and will be able to assist other communities through the creation of *Bast

Practices.”

Because of the fnnovative and highly positive benafits that can be derived from this effort, action was
taken at the March 9, 2010 Commen Council meeting to strongly suppost the preject described and urge
your positive consideration and funding of University of Wiscansin ~ Extenslan's grant applieations.

City of Platteville Common Councll Presidant

Mark K. Dorn
Controlier
University of Wisconsin =
Extenslon
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March 22, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling, Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

Dear Mr. Strickling and NTIA Reviewers,

On behalf of the WiscNet Board of Directors and our 450 community anchor institution
members, this is to state our commitment to the University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building
Community Capacity through Broadband (“BCCB”) application for BTOP-funded
comprehensive community infrastructure. Since the application’s inception, we have worked
closely with our key statewide partners to foster this innovative multi-community
collaboration; we will continue to do so.

WiscNet — Wisconsin’s Research, Education, and Public Service Network - is a 20-year-old
statewide community with members drawn from Wisconsin’s higher education and research
communities, community colleges, K-12 schools, libraries, healthcare institutions, and public
sector agencies. Legally structured as a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit association, we are governed by
an elected 11-member board of directors. We are — and we serve — Wisconsin’s community
anchor institutions. In these 20 years of serving anchor institutions, we have experienced at first
hand the benefits of shared public/ private fiber network initiatives. The opportunities, though
limited to-date, have opened new and creative ways for our members to serve their constituents
within their region. Due to lack of funding and infrastructure, we unfortunately are limited in
how far and to which institutions we can extend these powerful assets.

WiscNet has a continuous history of success at deploying advanced broadband services. Our
founding institutions propagated the Internet throughout Wisconsin and demonstrated the
value to our communities (and to for-profit providers) that widespread Internet access can
provide. With our BTOP partners — both non-profit and for-profit — we propose to build on this
track-record by deploying new fiber-based broadband services governed through accountable
and sustainable Community Area Networks (“CANs").

That is why this grant is so critical: we propose to extend the CANs beyond what we are
capable of today by using UW-Extension’s presence in every Wisconsin county to scale
statewide, to reach more community anchor institutions and to expand the demand for
broadband services into the private sector. Anchor institutions are only as strong as their local
economies and we intend our efforts to spur local economic development.

740 Regent Street, Sulte 203, Madison, WI 53715 * 608-265:6761
¢ Faxi 608:262-9085 = www.wiscnet.net * Info@wiscnetinet
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WiscNet is committed to provide ongoing resources to carry out the proposed project:

Our Executive Director will participate in the oversight committee’s activities to ensure
responsible execution of the grant requirements and maintain our partnership’s consistency in
dealing with community anchor institutions.

Our 2 statewide Educational Technology Liaison staff members will allocate up to 20% of their
time to teach and consult in our pilot communities on how to develop Community Area
Networks that meet the needs and goals of their communities.

We will organize and host 8 to 10 regional meetings per project-year to share statewide our
ongoing assessment of the development of CANs in our pilot communities.

We will provide a cash match of $1,325,000 to fund Middle Mile broadband infrastructure
construction among the pilot CANs. We also will provide the network engineering and
operational support necessary to deliver broadband services over this new infrastructure to our
pilot CANs.

We will donate pre-application in-kind expenses totaling $74,886 accumulated from
environmental consulting and other qualifying grant develop staff time.

WiscNet will provide the following BTOP-funded staffing resources to the project:

Technology Project Manager: We will dedicate a 100%-time Wide Area Network Strategist to
coordinate the implementation of the fiber, equipment, and working with communities on
issues as they arise. This position will also oversee and coordinate the work of the other
resources provided by WiscNet, as outlined below.

Long-Haul Fiber Manager: We will dedicate a 50%-time WAN Strategist to work with our
private partner, as well as the communities, on the implementation of the fiber infrastructure
between communities.

Community Area Network Fiber Manager: We will dedicate a 50%-time Fiber Manager to work
with the communities in mapping and managing data on their fiber paths.

Fiscal Manager: We will dedicate a 25%-time Budget and Policy Analyst to manage the fiber
contracts, work with the fiber contractors and vendors on fiscal issues pertaining to the
installation of the infrastructure, and work with UW-Extension financial staff to provide the
necessary information and documentation for reporting purposes.

The new CAN infrastructure that we can develop with these grant dollars will advance the
broadband network needs of the public and private sectors, provide needed economic stimulus
and demonstrate a model for comprehensive community broadband deployment that many
communities across the United States can replicate. We look forward to the challenge.

Sincerely,
) / Vi
- ok D,
Ross Wilson Mark K. Dom Dav1d ]. LOlS
Chairman, WiscNet Board of Directors Controller Executive Director, WiscNet

University of Wlsconsln -

740 Regent Street, | ﬂiir,wll}ih.rtﬁ -m,q b HM) 608-265-6761
Faxi 608-262:9085 » www.wiscnet.net # Info@wiscnetinet
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March 3, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC 20230

Dear NTIA Grant Reviewers and Mr. Strickling,

| write to you today to support University of Wisconsin — Extension’s Building Community Capacity
through Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for comprehensive community infrastructure and for
sustainable broadband adoption. Both address critical needs for communities across Wisconsin and in
particular for the five communities that are partnering on this important endeavor. These grants will
greatly assist each in building community capacity to serve our regions.

As one of the anchor institutions in Superior, University of Wisconsin-Superior is strongly committed to
community-supported networking. When UW-Extension proposed that Superior participate as one of
the five communities partnering in a comprehensive community infrastructure and sustainable
broadband adoption grant, we were very pleased to accept.

In Superior we have had a great deal of difficulty acquiring the bandwidth necessary to carry out our
educational mission. The rest of the community has been even more disadvantaged than the University
which has the support of the University of Wisconsin System. In addition to the economic challenges
caused by decades of decline in industry and the economic catastrophe of the last few years, Superior is
the most geographically distant community from the population centers of the state, and thus from the
greatest broadband opportunities.

We believe that community owned and operated networks are the best guarantee for communities
such as ours so that each public anchor institution will have access to the network bandwidth it needs
commensurate with its mission no matter what that bandwidth might be. We view access to a
broadband, robust and scalable network as a public good in the same way as our roads and highways
are public goods. By moving network access for our public institutions from a private service to a public
good, we will promote community collaboration, improved public health, better access to education and
information, more efficient management of public resources, and improved emergency services.

We also believe that community owned networks will bring private sector network providers into an
under-served community to supply last mile services to businesses and households. A key component

OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR
Old Main, Room 212 e Belknap & Catlin e PO Box 2000 » Superior, WI 54880-4500  715-394-8221



Mr. Lawrence E, Strickling
March 3, 2010
Page 2

of University of Wisconsin-Extension’s grant is to partner with a fiber provider to bring very high
capacity low-cost bandwidth to Superior from Eau Claire, the closest point to the Minneapolis to Chicago
broadband backbone. This partnership will not only reduce the community area network’s costs, but
promote competition for providers to better serve business, industry and residential customer s in our
city as well as under-provisioned towns and rural areas on the new fiber paths to Superior.

The sustainable broadband adoption grant will ensure that our community network continues to grow
and include additional smaller communities in the largely rural area in northwest Wisconsin. We are
particularly interested In bringing increasing numbers of public institutions and their outlying facilities
onto our community network.

At University of Wisconsin-Superior, we believe community area networks are the most logical and
efficient way to bring broadband networking into small and rural communities where service providers
see little profit for the investment they must make. Like the rural electric cooperatives of seventy years
ago—which Wisconsin pioneered—we believe the CANs will serve as network cooperatives to do the
same service for broadband.

Because of the innovative and highly positive benefits these University of Wisconsin-Extension grants
will bring to northwestern Wisconsin and to the city of Superior, the University of Wisconsin-Superior
pledges $40,000 as a cash match {$20,000 per year for two years) to fund the Building Community
Capacity through Broadband grant applications.

Sincerely,
A

lius Erlenbach, Ph.D.
Chancéllor

IEE/MS/jj

Tha bW Por

Mark K. Domn
Controller
Unjversity of Wisconsin »

- Extenslon
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M IAWRRGEE S!ﬂck!mg
. “Assistant Secratary for Communications and hfomaanon
" National Telecommunications and Information Administration
LS, Depar:menlof Commcrcc :
- 1401 Constitution Avenve, N.W.
"WashmgtonDC 20230

_DcarNTLA Gmnl Rev:ewer; and Mr Stmklmg,

We wme 1o you aoday (o state our commitmen\ to University of Wlsconsm—- Extension’s

: Bui!diug Community Capaclry ihrough Broadband (BCCB) BTOP applications, for .
‘comprehensive community infrastructure and for dustainable broadband adoption. Both address
eritical neads for our comniunlty through o project that will pmwdc g Wwith the impetus and
-suppon v.a greatly need 1o build commumty capacaty in i’lattav;lle Wssconsm o

We m'e paﬂnermg oit this importan! cndeavor im:ausc . :
: _Bducation is the comerstone ofonr cormmunity and ﬂle pmposed pmjecis w:ii deploy
: Middle Mile broadband mfras!rucmre 1hat substanlaa.lly upgrades sefvice to community
‘anchor [nstirutions im!udmg the pubhc and privale séhoots that serve 1,600 PK-12
smdents of whom Bﬁ am minonly. 15% speclal needs and 35% ecouomlcally
dlsadvamaged : :

» Increased connectivity v.oulé seqve pur commu.mty ina varaety of ways from mlegmtmg )
kil and zeaierpency response facilities to pwvxdmg Tedunidancy, high speed and . -
"sustainable low cost networking 1o educational, library, and co:nmumty fac:lalies with 1he
goals of advancmg capabilities in oducanon, bealthcarelcmexgency respcnsc, jocal )
- governance/public works, and creatmg local jobs thry construction acnvmes u.nc] :
positioning the wmmumty for ccommlc gruwlh : S

s 1t coutd pive HUr cntreprcnems end businesaes the oppom;mty o g:ow wd compe!e in
* the global markctpiace and prowde an incentive for businesses to locate in Platteville
) hat could take adsantage of high spr:cd colnmmnty networking and local oducallonal
: -and busmess Tesources in addmun twihs reia!wely low cosls of the aréa,

. if' successqu Plattevllle could provide a modcl for other reianvely rural communities an_d . .
how the st:mgths oreach commumty tan bc broughl outto foster Mﬁﬁmh’.‘- gwmh
- cducal fon, and prospemy ’ . :

Our mle as 3 key partner mciudcs conmbuﬁmg

» To ‘the planmng, developmem and execmlon of lbe pmposed project by helpmg wiite 1he
grnt, :

* Tothe managemcnt and operal;on of the pro;ect by prowdmg technical assusmnce oa !ho '
o pmjcci ' -

+ Ouri ex;stmg ﬁber network for tse by other pamms
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. "Iba inkind vé!ue of $119,076 from oﬁ_r fiber network to the PCAN projest.

BENEFI‘IS & OUTC()MEﬁ

As aresult of these granls, w¢ w:u have additional fiber capacity from additional
te:mmaﬂons of our existing fiber and the new fi bcr that will be insfalled.

'Hm pmposad nchwrk will provide redundant fiber paths to owr buildings, This will help
msu:e up time during fiber cuts of road construction.

This effort will al!o_w for post s_a\_ri._ngs_ through shared costs in maintaining the curvent

~fiber _nch_vbsk.

This pffont mll promote commnity collaboration and efficiency through cost and

" resounce shanng, redundant lnfrastmcmro, as wali &5 mlegmted innovaiive and
. amss:ble s¢n10¢s.

Thls effort will enhance life-saving treatment and the health and wellness of residents in
tural sreas through telemedicine, enabling hlgh-speed cxchmgc of critical emergency

’ 3medxca] mfannahon . '

This effort \\sl]i improve bwadha.nd service for our membership and provide new
capabllmea 1o communeate gnd transport data smong anchor msmuttons and provide a

“means for oﬁ's;tc data backups.

This effort will§ improve ecommerce capability, address much needed improvement in
pub!:c safety and ensure sustainable commumty growth and prosperity,

'Ihis eﬁon wil} create consumer demand and enable other service prov:ders fo serve t.he

' wmmnnlty

“This effort will help shape realistic inodels of bmadba.ud deployment and t:emendowly
‘expand erh:caﬂonal resousces for our cOMITURItY.

Becalisc of lhe mna\ralwe and highly positive benefits of providing redundancy, high speed, and
sustainable low cost nezwnrkmg to educational, library, and community facitities with the goals
of ad\ancmg capabalmes in education, healthca:e!emergency response, local govemanoe{pubhc
wmks, ‘and preating local jobs thry construction activities and positioning the community for
economic gmwth that can be derived from this effor, we stmugly support the project described
and uIge your pasmvc cons1dcranon and funding of Umversny of Wisconsin— Bxtension’ s grant
'_apphcatmas

" District Administrator

School District of Platteville

Thorh A Do

Mark K. Dormn
Controller

University of Wisconsin -

Extension
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www.chey.house.gov ) March 17, 2010

The Honorable Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce '

1401 Constitution Avenue NW

Washington, D.C. 20230

~Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling,

I am writing in support of the University of Wisconsin-Extension’s “Building Community
Capacity through Broadband” and BTOF applications for comprehensive comumunity
- infrastructure and sustainable broadband.

The State of Wisconsin is at an economic crossroads. Many areas of the state are rural, and
many of these areas have lagged in deployment of advanced technology. This technology brings
the promise of enhanced education, more accessible medical advice and treatment, and
community economic development. Broadband, as the new infrastructure for commerce, wiIl -
help level the playing field and help rural communities overcome geographic isolation to .
compete with urban and global competltors

This specific proposal will link communications technology to five pilot regions, essentially all
serving rural communities and constituencies. Each community faces significant economic
development civic infrastructure, educational or health delivery challenges. Each pilot area
offers strong public-private partnerships and serves a community predominately under economic
stress. The target pilot project areas serve a combined population of more than 420,000 citizens,
many of whom are diverse: Hmong, Native American and Hispanic. :

It is my understanding that these funds will be used in the following areas of the district I
represent:

¢ Wausau — Funds will be used for computer training and a lab in conjunction with the
Wausau Central Library; internet kiosks throughout the community; and community
outreach, especially to the Hmong, senior citizens, the unemployed and farmers;




.o Chippewa Valley: Funds will be used to strengthen a strong network that already exists
and, especially, to advance community efforts in health care, education, research and
effective government operations. Several outcomes are anticipated including enhanced
lifesaving treatment, health and wellness of residents in rural areas through telemedicine
and the high-speed exchange of critical life-saving medical information;

e Superior — Funds will be used to expand broadband access to connect Superior municipal
-facilities including the library, fire house, wastewater treatment plant, and landfill. Tt will
allow the highway and forestry departments to be equipped with GIS programs and
remote access for emergency management and law enforcement.

I urge full and fair consideration, on the merits, of the University of Wisconsin-Extension’s
“Building Community Capacity through Broadband” grant applications. Thank you for
consideration of my comments.

Member of Congress
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