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[bookmark: _GoBack]New York State’s Broadband Mapping Team has worked for the last year producing broadband availability related maps, statistics and spatial analysis results in support of the NYS Broadband Program Office’s implementation of the Connect NY grant program. The grant program is funded entirely with NYS funds. The data collected as part of the NTIA’s State Broadband Initiative was instrumental in every facet of this grant program, from design to awards. 
On March 22, 2013, eighteen broadband projects were selected to receive Connect NY Broadband grants based on the endorsement of the Regional Councils and technical scores awarded by a committee who analyzed and ranked projects competing for the $25 million in broadband funding. In December, Governor Cuomo also awarded nearly $6 million in funding, from Round 2 of the Regional Economic Development Council initiative, to four project sponsors who will expand high-speed Internet into the North Country region. 

Together, these projects will build approximately 6,000 square miles of new infrastructure and will provide high-speed Internet service to 153,000 New York households, 8,000 businesses, and 400 community anchor institutions, many without any means to access the Internet. In addition to the vast economic benefits derived from broadband access, the projects being funded by Connect NY will create 1,400 new jobs. Most of the funding will be for the "last mile" of broadband service, which means the projects will provide high speed Internet connections directly to New Yorkers. The “last mile” is the most expensive portion of a broadband network, and often prevents many rural residents from receiving broadband service, even when service is available to nearby homes.

The Connect NY program was designed to leverage existing networks which have been built by incumbent broadband providers, through private investments, other state and federal funding sources. An important component to the selection of projects was avoiding "overbuilds," ensuring project strategies leveraged existing network assets and requiring a comprehensive strategy to utilize broadband after projects were completed.

The $25 million in state funding will be combined with a private sector investment for each broadband project, increasing the total statewide investment to more than $32 million. Governor Cuomo announced the $25 million Connect NY grant program in August in an effort to promote broadband Internet access across the state, strengthen our communities and spur economic development. More than $89 million in broadband applications were submitted through New York State's consolidated funding application (CFA), which was created to give businesses and other entities streamlined and expedited access to economic development funding.  The press release from the Governor’s Office can be found at http://www.governor.ny.gov/press/03052013-25-million-dollar-grant-bridge-digital-divide.

