This indeed would be a fantastic opportunity for our
community. Not only for the 35 adult learners we serve
in the evenings but also for our elementary students
that we serve during the day.
Currently, reliable internet access is not available to
every student in our community. In fact, for a large
portion it is nonexistent. Through our adult computer
education program, we run a computer recycling
service (where we take computers that people don’t
need , refurbish them and give them to students to
take home). Even with these computers, students still
have a difficult time completing assignments without
reliable internet access.
I agree with you 100% that this economy demands
tech skills as well as internet access for all of our
students, both young and old.
Sincerely,
Sue Bettinger
Brinnon School
Technology Coordinator &Library Media Specialist/
Brinnon Community Computer Class Coordinator
sueb@bsd46.org

••

Chimacum School District
Mike Blair, Superintendent

February 22, 2010
DEPARTMENT
OF COMMERCE
National Telecommunications
and Information
Broadband Technologies
RIN: 0660-ZA28

Opportunity

Program

RE: NoaNet Community

Development

Project

Letter

of Support

for the NoaNet

Communitv

Please consider this letter as the declaration

Administration

Development

of Chimacum

Project

School District's

intent to be involved

in the NoaNet Community
Development
Project. If funded, this project will provide a key
component to our community's
urgent needs in education, economy and community service.
This project would benefit the Chimacum School District by providing more opportunities for
education and employment for students and improved data services for staff.
A strong consortium of local public agencies and private companies are partnering together to
extend Broadband in Jefferson County. Together, we are working with and supporting NoaNet
and commit to in-kind contributions.
Sincerely,

trJ,J N~
Mike Blair
Superintendent

February 22, 2010

Mr. Law rence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Com m unications and Inform ation
N ational Telecom m unications and Inform ation Ad m inistration
United States Departm ent of Com m erce
1401 Constitution Avenue
Washington, District of Colum bia 20230

Subject: Letter of Support

Dear Secretary Strickling;
A U.S. D epartment of Education study on rural schools revealed a num ber of
inequities that unfairly d isad vantage rural youths. The stud y entitled The Condition of
Education in Rural Schools, verifies concerns about rural ed ucation and recom m end s the
need for targeted fed eral assistance.
Key points of the stud y state:


One in four rural child ren live in poverty



Rural areas are poorer than inner cities



H igh unem ploym ent in rural areas has resu lted in higher poverty, em igration
and single parent fam ilies.


Few er curricular options are available for child ren in, sm aller, rural schools.
o For exam ple, rural schools are less likely to offer foreign languages, thus
rural high school grad uates are less com petitive in a m ultilingual
Am erica.

Unfortunately, no ed ucation program s specifically target rural problem s. Accord ing to
the Departm ent of Ed ucation stud y, w hile rural program s d eal w ith housing,
Equal Employment & Educational Opportunities • Eatonville School District #404 • PO Box 698 • Eatonville, WA 98328 • Telephone
(360) 879-1000 • Fax (360) 879-1086
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agriculture and telecom m unications, there are no focused fed eral rural ed ucation
program s.
Sparse populations and d istance from urban centers are the d istinguishing
characteristics of rural settlem ents. These problem s are beyond the capacity of our
com m unity to rem ed y.

Eatonville School District is one of the few school d istricts in the United States that
contains an active volcano. The d istrict covers 540 square m iles and serves
approxim ately 2000 stud ents of w hom 30 – 48% receive free or red uced m eal support.
Tw o years ago w e calculated that our school buses m ake the equivalent of 103 trips
betw een Seattle and N ew York City each school year on school to d om icile trips only.
Our schools are d ispersed am ong five cam puses throughout the District. Eatonville
School District is located in the far southern end of Pierce County, an area that is poor ly
served by social services and unserved by public transportation.
The child ren and com m unity m em bers of Eatonville School District w ill benefit from
the N ational Telecom m unications and Inform ation Ad m inistration Broad band
Initiative. We w ill be able to bring pow erful Internet based instructional program s into
our schools to supplem ent and enhance stud ent learning. Currently, our stud ents and
staff at Colum bia Crest, a Gates Grant School, and Weyerhaeuser Elem entary Schools
are significantly und erserved by broad band service.
Please give our child ren a chance to be com petitive in life and support our request by
fund ing the Washington State Broad band Initiative.

Respectfully,

RAYMON D F. ARMEN T III
Superintend ent

Superintendent
Dr. Jane M. Gutting
Board of Directors
J.P. Enderby,

Chair

Kathi Bonlender
Marietta Clements
Bill Gant
Maggie Perez
Frank Rowley
Dick Wedin
Associate Counties
Yakima
Kittitas
Grant
Klickitat

March 15, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Mr. Strickling:
I am writing to support the state of Washington Broadband Consortium’s application for a BTOP
grant, EasyGrant ID 5376.
This is one of those occasions where multiple partners from local, regional, state and tribal
agencies and governments have coalesced to address the critical problem of our information
age: reliable, safe access to broadband technologies. Without access to the information and
resources offered by broadband our vulnerable populations will fall further behind in advances in
technology. This type of gradual decline will only compound the challenges they already face.
The state of Washington’s Comprehensive Community Infrastructure (CCI) Middle Mile proposal
extends broadband infrastructure to Anchor Institutions in Washington State and builds upon
their network funded in BTOP round one. ESD 105 is a sub-recipient in the NoaNet round two
proposal, and as a sub-recipient will provide connectivity to community anchor institutions in our
service area. Additionally, ESD 105 will link the NoaNet CCI Middle Mile project with the
Yakama Nation Last Mile project (EasyGrant ID 5183). Both NoaNet and ESD 105 will use
existing and proposed Yakama Nation infrastructure to complete connections to community
anchor institutions. The ESD 105 Public Computer Center and Sustainable Broadband Access
projects (EasyGrants 5158 and 5212) will provide underserved and unserved residents of the
Yakima Valley with broadband education and fifteen facilities where they can use the
infrastructure NoaNet proposes to complete.
Funding this proposal will allow us, and our partners, the ability to provide the necessary
infrastructure to address our region’s lack of broadband accessibility. ESD 105 has established
partnerships with early childhood agencies, K-12 schools, community colleges, multiple
community anchor and public and private organizations in a geographical area of Eastern WA
that is rural and remote. By working with NoaNet we will increase technology literacy and make
broadband technology available to vulnerable under/unserved populations; increase access to
educational programs; provide training for accessing education, social and health resources and
job opportunities; and make communities safer by connecting Public Computer Centers with law
enforcement. The linkages and mutual benefits between the NoaNet, the Yakama Nation and
ESD 105 proposals are some of the strongest we have seen in the state.
We therefore seek your assistance with this proposal and provide our full support.
Sincerely,

33 South Second Avenue
Yakima, WA 98902
509.575.2885
Fax 509.575.2918
www.esd105.org

ESD 105 is an Equal
Opportunity Employer

Dr. Jane M. Gutting
Superintendent

Superintendent
Dr. Jane M. Gutting
Board of Directors
J.P. Enderby,

Chair
Kathi Bonlender
Marietta Clements
Bill Gant
Maggie Perez
Frank Rowley
Dick Wedin
Associate Counties
Yakima
Kittitas
Grant
Klickitat

March 1, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Mr. Strickling:
I am writing to support the State of Washington Broadband Consortium’s application
for a BTOP grant, EasyGrant ID 5376.
There are seven school districts in our area that are on the project list. They are
high poverty districts located in rural areas that would greatly benefit from access to
broadband internet. Our agency is rapidly deploying on-line curriculum and multimedia content to the districts we serve to help them improve their instruction. The
seven districts are currently limited in their ability to access this content because of
their connections to the internet and within their districts (building to building).
I happen to reside in one of the school districts on the project list (Highland) and
know first hand the challenges the district faces owing to its rural location and
dependence on agriculture. These two factors impact the district’s ability to provide
21st century technology to their students. The vast majority of students lack access
to high speed internet at home and therefore rely on the school. The district has
slow T-1 connections to the school and between buildings which greatly limits their
ability to access new bandwidth intensive educational content from any source.
Funding this application will allow these students level footing with other districts so
they may learn the tools required for them to succeed.
The other districts on the project list face challenges similar to Highland, they are
rural agriculturally dependent communities. These students risk falling behind in
advances in technology. This type of gradual decline will only compound the
challenges they already face.
We therefore seek your assistance with this proposal and fully recommend it for
funding.
Thank you,

33 South Second Avenue
Yakima, WA 98902
509.575.2885
Fax 509.575.2918
www.esd105.org

ESD 105 is an Equal
Opportunity Employer

Michael Vachon, Ph.D.
Chief Information Officer

2902 Castlevale Road, Suite A • Yakima, WA 98902
Phone (509) 248-3950 • Fax (509) 457-0580 • www.epicnet.org
Enterprise for » Progress in the Community

March 16, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:
EPIC's current internet access at our Parker Heights Head Start site located at 5420
Konnowac Pass, Wapato is inadequate to meet our needs. We would use a high speed wireless
system provided by BSD 105's Regional Broadband Education Project if it was available. This will
provide much needed broadband access for this community. Providing this access enhances
educational opportunities for the children and families in this community, allowing them to gain
technology literacy and enroll in on-line course work. The state of Washington is implementing
certification and training requirements for child care providers that will require access to
broadband technologies. BSD 105's high speed wireless system will allow us to meet this need and
benefit our entire community.

Rick Doeffie
CEO

.I

Chimacum School District
Mike Blair, Superintendent

February 22, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information National Telecommunications and
Information Administration U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
I am writing in support of the Jefferson County Library's application for a broadband infrastructure
grant as part of the State of Washington’s Round Two application.
As the Superintendent of the largest school district in rural Jefferson County, I am acutely aware of
the needs of some of our most vulnerable young people. This last fall 59% of our elementary
school qualified for free or reduced cost breakfasts and/or lunches and district wide our average is
46%. Many of these same kids have no access to computers or the internet at home due to poverty.
Many of the children of our district rely on free computer access at our libraries to do their
schoolwork. The computers are used in the library's afterschool homework program and are used to
research and complete assignments. This access is a critical link in the chain of community
education in Jefferson County.
I urge you to support the library's application.
Sincerely,

Mike Blair, Superintendent
Chimacum School District

KELLER SCHOOL DISTRICT #3
ADMINISTRATION
Dave Iverson, Superintendent
E-mail: diverson@keller.k12.wa.us
Karen Neal, District Secretary
E-mail: kneal@keller.k12.wa.us

PO Box 367
17 South School Road
Keller, WA 99140-0367
Phone: (509) 634-4325
Fax: (509) 634-4330

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jasin Wellons, Chair
Debbie Caudell, Vice-Chair
Patricia Conant, Leg. Rep.
Karlene Katich, Athletic Coop Rep.
Cheryl Richmond

Website: www.keller.k12.wa.us

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communication and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230

March 1, 2010

RE: State of Washington Broadband Consortium EasyGrants ID #5376
I am writing this letter to offer support of Keller School District #3 for the State of Washington Broadband
Consortium application for funding through the NTIA Broadband Opportunities Program to expand broadband
services to Washington’s unserved and underserved areas. Keller School District, a K-6 school district on the
Colville Reservation in Ferry County, is located in one of those areas.
The community of Keller and its Sanpoil Valley citizen population would receive tremendous benefits with
broadband services. Currently for the citizens of Keller and the Sanpoil River valley in which it sits, the only
access is through dial-up Internet services through CenturyLink phone lines, or by satellite, which is not
conducive for using Virtual Private Network (VPN). VPN is a must for many internet based employment
opportunities. Speeds for the dial-up services sometimes reach 26,000 bps, depending on location, but are
typically much, much slower. Due to low actual and density of the rural population in Keller and the Sanpoil
Valley, I understand the lack if incentive for providing broadband service at this time or in the near to medium
future. This delay increases the digital divide hardship and stunts economic and social community growth in the
Keller-Sanpoil Valley.
Keller School District supports efforts of bringing high-speed broadband Internet services, capable of utilization
of VPN, for the use by the people of the Keller-Sanpoil Valley from their businesses and their homes as well as
for our school. Our students would benefit by having access from their homes to Internet based curriculum
support materials they use at school. This would also enhance our communication with parents as well as that of
the Wilbur School District, Republic School District, and Grand Coulee Dam School District, which our 7th
through 12th grade students complete their K-12 education. High-speed broadband, with VPN support, would
also open economic opportunities currently locked out for Keller-Sanpoil Valley residents.
In summary, Keller School District fully supports the State of Washington Broadband Consortium EasyGrants ID
#5376. If you need additional information please feel free to call me at the above phone or email address.

Sincerely,

David L. Iverson, Superintendent

March 1, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
RE:

State of Washington Broadband Consortium EasyGrants ID # 5376.

Dear Mr. Strickling,
I am writing to offer my support for the State of Washington Broadband Consortium application for
funding the NTIA Broadband Technology Opportunities Program to expand broadband services to
Washington’s underserved areas.
Northport School District is bringing new technology to our small, rural community, but there is much
farther to go and we need help:

The Past: Five years ago, in 2005, Northport Schools was able to upgrade our internal infrastructure.
This was done with funding through the Schools and Libraries E-rate grant funding. The upgrade
encompassed every aspect of our computer network and included new CAT 6 E wiring, Gigabit
switching, voice over IP phone technology and 802.11 G wireless mesh. These changes allowed our
school to go from 36 computers K-12 to now well over 200 computers in our district.
At the time of our upgrades, we were running on one T-1 line for both data and video. This was very
inadequate. We searched for a new solution. During this search we found that in our rural area we had
no other alternatives so we were forced to add 3 more T-1 lines which are very expensive and are 50
year old technology.

The Present: Our area is still behind when it comes to technology. The 4 T-1 lines aren’t enough to
keep up with the digital age as it unfolds in Northport. So here we are once again looking to add fifty
year old technology to a state of the art computer network with no alternative. The educational
implications are huge considering 85% of the schools families have no internet access or are still on a
dial up connection. Our student are falling behind in the digital race and are unable to use the
technologies such as smart-phones, online classes, and even reading the daily news online is rendered
impossible with our dial up connections. Efforts of our parents wanting to go to the school web site to
check a students’ progress are rewarded with a half hour wait or total lack of connectivity all together.

Northport is situated right on the Canadian border in the far north-east corner of Washington. This
location with its proximity to two border crossings, natural beauty, and world class recreation should
have made it a hugely successful community. This has not been the case. Over the last 50 years not one
major business has made its home in our small town. The city of Northport has even campaigned for
business to make their home here and every one that looked stated the lack of high speed infrastructure
as the number one reason they would not bring their business to our area. The city itself has an
approximate unemployment rate of 80%+, current free & reduced lunch rates of 90% and no County,
State, or Federal services are available in a 42mile radius…the community does not have an ambulance
that can transport patients, a local uniformed police officer, local emergency services, local elder care
services or a city sewer system with water treatment plant. Add to these facts that Northport was the
site of a “Super Fund” clean up effort for a major toxic residue from a very old and large heavy metal
smelter and the picture is indeed grim – the digital infrastructure can impact this picture dramatically.

The Future: Our area has the potential to provide an excellent education.

We would like to leap frog
to the next technology to provide excellent education for our children and a solid technological base for
our businesses.
Providing the technology infrastructure will provide a community interface with opportunities that are
currently beyond our capabilities. Such technologies would include high speed digital-video
conferencing, high speed internet access for students, educational systems for managing student
involvement, learning activities, launching educational content to distant students and systems for
accepting assignments and recording outcomes, digital broadcast capabilities to reach students and
involve students in production and distribution and finally a fully networked community that provides
missing health, safety and educational services.

LeRoy Key, Superintendent, Northport School District

PORT TOWNSEND SCHOOL DISTRICT
“Discover the Power of Learning”
Superintendent
Thomas A. Opstad, Ed.D
360 / 379-4502
FAX: 360 / 385-3617
www.ptschools.org

Lincoln Building
450 Fir Street
Port Townsend, Washington 98368

Board of Directors
Anne Burkart
Holly Carlson
Bobby DuBois
Jennifer James Wilson
Beth Young

February 23, 2010
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program
RIN: 0660-ZA28
RE: NTIA National Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP) Application
Port Townsend School District is eager partner with the Northwest Open Access Network (NoaNet), Washington
State Department of Information Services (DIS) and other agencies in Jefferson County to support the broadband
project. Successful completion of this project will bring much needed infrastructure services to Port Townsend’s
public schools. As a small school district with increasing broadband needs, the BTOP will provide a key connection
to the state’s K-20 network and related Internet services. Currently, over 1,200 students in our schools are not able
to take advantage of the educational technologies available in more affluent areas.
Our school district is very underserved by broadband and my past attempts to connect our schools with high-speed
fiber have been unsuccessful. Local providers have fallen short and our population is unable achieve the same
connectivity enjoyed by those in more populated areas. We have reached a point where the demands on our system
exceed current capacity with no way to solve the problem. We have tried to work with the only two providers in our
county to get high-speed access and continually run into challenges. It seems like a lack of funding has been the
standard response for no action. This project will provide the technological infrastructure we need in order to provide
quality services to staff, students, parents and community members.
We are committed to working in partnership with the other governmental agencies in Jefferson County to meet the
goal of increased services necessary for a growing digital world. Building a school district that is capable of serving
the needs of students well into the 21st century requires infrastructure that we currently lack. The hope and
expectations this project will bring to the schools in Jefferson County is both exciting and refreshing. For many years
the community has worked together try to find a way to bring broadband to the county, and the BTOP grant seems
like the opportunity we have been seeking.
As the Superintendent of a rural school district I wholeheartedly support this project. Approval of this project will have
a lasting effect on generations of students and families as they learn, work and connect to the world through
increased broadband opportunities. Thank you in advance for your work and consideration of this grant for Jefferson
County.
Sincerely,
Thomas A. Opstad
Superintendent
TAO/rpb

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer

District Office
Nancy Lotze, Superintendent
P.O. Box 129
Metaline Falls, Washington 99153
Phone: (509) 446-2951
FAX: (509) 446-2929

March 1, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
REP

State of Washington Broadband Consortium
EasyGrants ID is # 5376.

Dear Mr. Strickling,
I am writing to offer my support for the State of Washington Broadband Consortium application for
funding the NTIA Broadband Technology Opportunities Program to expand broadband services to
Washington’s underserved areas.
As a fourth-generation resident of rural Eastern Washington, I have seen the timber and mining industries
wither to the point where we now have the highest unemployment rate (19%) and one of the lowest
median incomes ($35,000) in our state. We are left with a few businesses that require a skilled workforce
with a need for continued professional development and training.
Specifically in the north corner of Pend Oreille County, hydroelectric facilities as well as state and federal
agencies are now the only employers. Hydro facilities specifically would benefit from an educated rural
workforce as their facilities tend to located in rural areas. Students from these communities tend to value
the lifestyle a rural environment offers thus creating a more stable workforce. Unfortunately, distancetraining opportunities are almost non-existent. Additionally, many workers in our remaining businesses
(schools, hydro facilities, Forest Service, etc.) move to this community but then ultimately transfer
because of lack of access to high-quality education or employment opportunities for their spouses.
While the internet can be a powerful equalizer for small, rural, communities, lack of adequate broadband
access for homes, businesses, and support organizations continues to deepen the digital and economic
divide. High-speed broadband access that is readily available and affordable to residents and businesses
alike would create a vital educational and economic environment in our very remote and underserved
community. High-speed broadband would allow opportunities to create an educational partnership with
programs that train hydro workers, open opportunities for businesses to employ a non-place-bound
workforce, and allow professional development opportunities for teachers without requiring that they
travel over 200 miles roundtrip to access continuing education opportunities.
Thank you for considering Washington’s application.
Sincerely,

Nancy Lotze
Superintendent

Brian Hille, Technology Director
Washtucna School District
730 W. Booth St, PO Box 688
Washtucna, WA 99371
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
RE:

State of Washington Broadband Consortium EasyGrants ID # 5376.

March 1, 2010
Dear Mr. Strickling,
Our community is small and remote which should not be a hindrance to receiving
technology. Yet, we have limited access to high speed broadband. As a long time
resident of Washtucna, I am writing to express my support for high speed broadband
access. Our students in the school as well as our community members are not able to
access the information simply because it is not available at a speed conducive to the
download capability of the transmission.
Students are limited to what they can download because video streaming and
conferencing moves at a fast pace and our slow broadband is not able to keep pace with
the transmission. Students are not able to get the information from colleges, major
libraries, or internet video streaming due to the lack of being updated with the technology
that it takes to keep our students current and competitive with other students and society.
Our students couldn’t even watch the Presidential Inauguration because we couldn’t
stream the live transmission.
High Speed Broadband would benefit our students who are college bound and
desiring to be competitive in the university student population, for those who are going
directly to the technological and technical workplace, and for those who are directly
going to work. Our community would benefit because it would provide a communication
tool for our rural residents. Students and community would benefit as they would be able
to connect and compete with the world’s fast paced society.
Thank you for considering our request and I look forward to answering any
questions that you may have.
Respectfully submitted,

Brian Hille, Technology Director

March 4, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Re:

Letter of Support for the State of Washington Broadband Consortium

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
Cisco Systems, Inc. (“Cisco”) is pleased to provide a letter of support for the State of Washington
Broadband Consortium application for funding through the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (“NTIA”) Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (“BTOP”) to expand broadband
services to Washington’s underserved areas.
Cisco shares the State of Washington Broadband Consortium’s vision in harnessing the benefits of
broadband and strengths that it brings to the community. Cisco is committed to the State of Washington
Broadband Consortium’s long-term success in this effort. Cisco can support this initiative in the following
manner:
•

Cisco’s field engineering and subject matter expert resources can provide guidance, advice and
knowledge around best practices, architectures, solutions, integration and support for applicable
research efforts.

•

Through the use of its field engineers and subject matter experts, Cisco can provide guidance
around the implementation of network systems to support the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program.

Sincerely,

Larry Payne
Area Vice President
U.S. Public Sector
Cisco Systems, Inc.

Cisco Proprietary and Confidential

March 15, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
Juniper Networks, Inc. offers our utmost support for the State of Washington Broadband
Consortium’s application for funding through the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration’s Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.
Juniper shares in the Consortium’s vision for bringing Broadband Internet connectivity to
under and unserved communities throughout the State of Washington. Juniper Networks
offers a responsive and trusted network infrastructure that helps public sector functions like
governments, research & education institutions, and healthcare organizations around the
globe to cost-effectively maximize their IT infrastructures. Additionally, our team of industry
certified engineers and architects are committed to providing NoaNet and the various state
and local agencies involved in the grant with advice and guidance regarding network
architecture best practices, solutions, integration and operational monitoring and maintenance
for the life of the infrastructure.
Juniper is able to deliver the necessary equipment and integration and operational support
within the project timelines and is committed to making this project a success. Please
consider awarding funding to this very important effort in the State of Washington and thank
you for your consideration,

Sincerely,
Gareth Owen
Vice President, North America Public Sector
Juniper Networks, Inc.

119 4 Nort h Mat hild a Ave.
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February 24, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
I am writing in support of the Washington State Parks grant application concerning the
funding of broadband services under the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
(BTOP). I live on property adjacent to Lake Chelan State Park (LCSP) and am very familiar
with park activities, plans (CAMP), programs and the challenges faced by the park rangers.
As a director of the Chelan Douglas Land Trust I am also familiar with the contribution that
LCSP and Twenty-five Mile Creek State Park make to the regions recreational plans and the
resulting contribution 250,000 visitors make annually to the economy of a distressed
county. As president of Milner Morse Analytics and a professional chemical engineer with
thirty-three years of experience I am also very familiar with the opportunities that advanced
communications systems and internet linkage create.
In our area broadband infrastructure is maintained by a public utility. The community has
been advised that further expansion of fiber optic infrastructure will be placed on hold until
the utilities financial situation improves. At the time of this writing fiber optic services have
been installed in the towns located in the Lake basin, but have yet to reach the rural
community. While the rural communities do have dial-up internet service and in some
cases cable services, the situation at the state parks is limited to a patchwork of dial-up and
satellite uplink – services with insufficient bandwidth to enable transactions involving large
data sets and images that are needed to facilitate business processes and interpretive
programs.
I am asking for your support by accepting the grant application of the two state parks in our
region as part of the comprehensive community infrastructure project, enabling park
programs and services to be integrated with allied agencies, research libraries and the
wealth of natural resource reference materials available via the internet.
It is my hope that extending fiber optic infrastructure to the state parks here in Lake Chelan
will provide a base for subsequent expansion to the rural community, thereby leveraging the
value of the investment identified in the grant application many fold. The project is of great
importance to families whose children attend schools located up to twenty-five miles away
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as well as to businesses like my own that depend on efficient communication of data with
business servers and client portals hosted in distant locations. Given the remoteness of our
location, continuing pressure to wean a predominantly agricultural community of water and
the increasing cost of transportation fuels and electrical power, the options for sustainable
business models have diminished significantly in our area. The future of our community is
dependent largely on tourism, and e-business strategies for our survival.
Efficient
broadband services, therefore, represent a critical strategic enabler to a successful future.
Thank you for considering public input in your decision making processes. I am familiar
with the challenge and burdens of selecting projects in an oversubscribed program. Many
thanks for your service.

Sincerely,

Steve Milner

Steven S. Milner P.E
President – Milner Morse Analytics
7530 Chelan Ridge Rd
Chelan, WA 98816
509.687.9490
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RAY DOBBS COMMUNICATIONS SOLUTIONS LLC

COMPUTERS, CELLULAR, SATELLITE TV
131 E. Woodin Avenue, P.O. Box 1209
Chelan, Washington 98816-1209
509-682-4529 Fax: 509-888-2036
www.raydobbs.com

__________________________________________________________________
Date:

24 February 2010

To:

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave NW
Washington , DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling,
I am a technology business owner in Historic Downtown Chelan, WA and a member of the city Planning
Commission and Lake Chelan Chamber of Commerce. My wife was born and raised here. I have been a core
member of the technology community here since 1976. In those early days, “technology” was a luxury. Today it is
a necessity and I am writing to strongly advocate for BTOP Funding for the extension of Broadband Services to our
two local Washington State Parks: Lake Chelan and Twenty-five Mile Creek.
Our State Parks are Cultural and Economic hubs for our community. They draw thousands of visitors every year
who come to experience the outdoor recreation and educational opportunities that our Parks provide. But something
is seriously missing – that critical connection to the Broadband Information Superhighway. Visitors suffer. Park
staff suffers. Our community suffers.
Visitors expect to be able to stay connected, wherever they go. It’s not a luxury, it’s a necessity. Those important
connections don’t exist and we know that many of our guests have stopped coming for that single reason. This is
having a major impact on the economic vitality of our entire community.
With Broadband, park staff could do their jobs much more effectively. Rather than travel for required training and
meetings, they could be done online. Interpretive programs could be significantly enhanced with online access and
the sharing of information that it facilitates.
During our frequent (almost yearly) Wildland Fire episodes, our two State Parks often serve as staging areas for
crews that come from all over the country to fight the fires. Access to Broadband at the Parks and extension of
Broadband to adjacent Fire Camp areas certainly should increase effectiveness and safety, and reduce the cost of
those firefighting efforts.
Lake Chelan and Twenty-five Mile Creek State Parks are gems in our community. But without Broadband Access,
their relevance will diminish. The addition of Broadband will allow them to continue to grow and provide services
and economic stimulus to our entire region.
Respectfully submitted
Raymond G. Dobbs
Managing Member
Ray.Dobbs@nwi.net

March 1, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling,
Chelan Fire and Rescue (Chelan County Fire Protection District 7) would like to provide
its support to Lake Chelan and Twenty-Five Mile Creek in their pursuit to bring
broadband internet access to their facilities.
In today’s world of connectivity and instant communication, our ability to communicate
in “almost” real time with these two facilities has a measured value in the coordinating
of activities, training and emergency response resource management.
The Fire District has established a working relationship with the staff at these two
facilities to provide each other with information that could/may affect the operations of
one or the other of the Parks during an emergency. When the Park staff is available,
they could provide us with information about the emergency; such as if we have an
actual wild land fire or someone has called in a controlled burn. The difference and
verification of this information changes the emergency resource deployment. The
sooner we receive this type of information the better. In the event of an actual wild land
fire, the access to broadband internet at a base camp is measureable in the
informational aspect of the emergency operations. The Fire District would also be able
to provide regular, timely up-dates to the Parks concerning other major emergencies in
the area.
The value we see is narrow concerning our mission, but the value to the parks and their
customers’ is broad.
Sincerely,

Timothy W. Lemon
Fire Chief

Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission
Lake Chelan State Park
P.O. Box 651
Chelan, WA 98816
Phone: (509) 687-3710

March 1, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling;
I am writing you to support the State of Washington Broadband Consortium application for
funding through the NTIA broadband Technology Opportunities Program which plans to expand
broadband services to Washington’s rural areas.
I am the Park Manager of Lake Chelan and Twenty-Five Mile Creek State Parks, and have
managed these two parks for twenty-six years. I have also served Washington State Parks as a
Functional Design Consultant regarding our automated park reservation system. In that
capacity I have reviewed systems, participated on bid selection committees, worked with
software designers to demonstrate real life needs, and I have trained other park rangers how to
use their reservations computers. In this capacity I have had opportunities to study and visit
many states and see their networked reservation systems demonstrated.
This experience has demonstrated to me that Washington is woefully behind the curve
regarding connectivity. My park area uses a mix of dial-up, satellite, and wireless networks to
communicate with the outside world. A broadband connection will help us work more
efficiently, enhance our customer’s reservation experience, allow staff to receive training,
reduce travel, and allow me to attend on-line meetings. It would further give our campers
access to the information they need to plan their travels or conduct routine business while
away from home.
A broadband connection can help us communicate more effectively. Washington’s Emergency
Management and Homeland Security have identified State Parks as rallying points or refugee
service areas during times of disaster. In other recent destructive events it has been repeatedly

demonstrated that the internet and e-mail was the only surviving communication system. A
broadband connection would greatly enhance our ability to exchange vital information with
other public service agencies during such events. A broadband connection would give incident
command the maps, current satellite information, and communication channels they may need
to work effectively during an emergency.
I thank you for considering this grant request, your action today may help park staff protect and
save the lives of fellow Americans during some future disaster.

Sincerely,

Dwight Keegan, Park Manager
Lake Chelan State Park

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Forest
Service

Okanogan -Wenatchee
National Forest
Chelan Ranger District

428 West Woodin Avenue
Chelan, WA 98816
(509) 682-2576
File Code:
Date:

1500-1
February 26, 2010

Mr. Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
My name is Bob Sheehan and I am the District Ranger for the US Forest Service here in Chelan,
Washington. I am writing you in support of the Lake Chelan and 25 Mile Creek, Washington State Parks
application for grant funding to bring broadband internet services to our remote location.
As the District Ranger for almost 10 years here in Chelan, I have worked closely with both State Parks
and have seen the importance of their services to our community. Both Parks are partners with our
Agency in providing recreation services to the local residents as well as visitors. The Parks sell our
permits that are needed for our lake shore recreation sites and we provide information to the tourists who
visit or call our Chelan Office, as to the availability of services provided by State Parks. This internet
capability would provide a means of serving the public in a more efficient manner.
In addition to recreation information, we have worked with the State Parks during times of natural
disasters, in the form of wildfire that has occurred numerous times in my 10 years here in Chelan. The
Forest Service has an established fire camp located in close proximity to 25 Mile State Park. Wildfire
personnel that manage the fire use this camp as the Incident Command Center for all of our large fires.
In this day of rapid electronic communications, we are always slow to provide internet service in order to
provide the latest weather information, medical needs, crew arrivals and departures and information to the
public about what the fire is doing. The existence of broadband internet service would decrease that
delay time and give us the ability to organize and provide information and essential services much faster.
Wildfire has also resulted in evacuations of the residents on the South Shore of Lake Chelan and closure
of the State Parks. Several years ago both our agency and the State Parks participated in the development
of a Community Wildfire Protection Plan that was headed up by the residents along the south shore of
Lake Chelan. As part of that plan, there is a communication section that is designed to inform residents
of fires in the area and the potential for evacuation. The existence of broadband internet service would
be critical at times like these in providing information to those closest to the advancing fire.
For these reasons I support and encourage you to select the Lake Chelan and 25 Mile State Park for
funding to establish broadband internet in our area.

Sincerely,
ROBERT J SHEEHAN /S/
ROBERT J. SHEEHAN
District Ranger
Chelan Ranger District

Caring for the Land and Serving People

Printed on Recycled Paper

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
Our family lives diagonally up Lake Chelan from 25 Mile Creek with access only through the 25 Mile
Creek State Park. We are lifelong Washington residents and reside on Chelan's north shore on property that
our grandparents homesteaded in 1907. Our mode of transportation is solely by boat through the 25 Mile
Creek Marina when we leave or return to our home.
There are severe communication problems in the 25 Mile Creek area due to a lack of access of land
phones along the shoreline, extremely poor cell phone coverage and barely receivable commercial radio
reception. When visitors stay at the 25 Mile Creek State Park, their ability to interface with friends, family,
jobs, businesses and other essential connections is very restricted unless they leave the area to go downlake.
There was a public telephone at the concession store, but it is no longer available.
There are also safety concerns regarding communications at the 25 Mile Creek Park. This marina is the last
public stop going uplake until Stehikin, 25 miles away. Often boats get stranded because of weather,
mechanical problems, lack of fuel, etc. Requests for assistance at the marina must go through the 25 Mile
Park ranger or the park concession store's personal phone. They have the only communications sources
available for gathering assistance or communicating with concerned parties.
On a personal note, when we need to interface with the ranger for park business or boating
assistance, we usually use the ranger's personal e-mail instead of a park e-mail address, because it's so
much faster. When we have visitors arriving, scheduled or not, they can't phone or e-mail from the marina.
Broadband wireless would allow this.
Thank you for your attention.
Jim and Sara Thomas
P O Box 2030
Chelan, Wa. 98816
509-741-0852
jamesthomas@hughes.net

February 26, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
Please allow this letter to serve as The Battle Ground Chamber of
Commerce’s official endorsement for Washington State Parks’ application for
broadband technology infrastructure.
Some of the problems our community experiences because of the lack of
broadband access are: strained communications reducing efficiency and
effectiveness, data collection is slow and limited which reduces or eliminates
park sites from participating in research, and the exchange of data. Our local
State Park is integral to our community’s economic viability but the absence of
broadband limits visitors and economic opportunities. Our local State Park
provides access to history and natural resources of the area but access and
presentation of this important information is too restricted and slow.
The positive results of Broadband access would be numerous: Faster, safer
connections would increase efficiencies in exchanging everyday business
information and emergency or urgent messages; Better service would improve
and expand the educational and interpretive services the parks offer;
economic stimulus to businesses and services of the our community; and
timely incident reporting which will assist with risk analysis and potentially
could reduce additional visitor injury.
Battle Ground Lake State Park could play a vital role in disaster
preparedness/relief for the numerous small and underserved communities
surrounding them with the aid of Broadband. Hospitals are a distance from
this park. Park access to broadband would greatly enhance the ability of park
personnel to communicate faster with local law enforcement and emergency
personnel and allow the parks to be used as staging areas for disaster
management if needed.

Sincerely,

Julie Bocanegra, Chairman
Battle Ground Chamber of Commerce

JIM NOBLE
WTRA PRESIDENT
360-977-0602
romulas@q.com
P. O Box 966
Brush Prairie, WA 98606

Date: February 25, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administrations
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
My name is Jim Noble, President for the non-profit organization, Washington Trail Riders Association (WTRA),
Clark County, Washington. This letter is written in support that Battle Ground Lake State Park, Washington
State, be awarded (BTOP) funding to provide their remote locales with broadband access. The Battle Ground
Lake State Park has been a favorite destination for many WTRA members seeking a close to home location for
equestrian use. The WTRA has supported the state park for approximately 26 years. We schedule and
support work parties that maintain trail and structures for the park. We have supported projects such as
ongoing trail restoration and we recently built a manure bin structure that helps maintain the equestrian use
parking lot.
During the planning of these work parties and our upcoming Equine Clinic, we were forced to hand deliver
documents, such as flyers and applications, due to the restrictions on file size that the park email system could
handle. This made for more work and took more time to coordinate the activities. If the park rangers had
access to broadband, then part of the planning would have been a lot easier and time used to better effect.
As a tool for community support, a broadband system would be instrumental in providing access to local
services and disaster support organizations. The community at large would also be better served with
broadband in two ways, first by making it easier for groups such as ours to plan and coordinate events, and
two by being able to stay connected to work, friends, and family. I urge you to consider Battle Ground Lake
State Park for this funding as it is a very popular public area for Clark County, Washington.
To summarize, as a local Clark County equine group we depend on the partnership we have with the Battle
Ground State Park staff and other user groups. Communication between these groups is essential to
coordinate work parties and other park events. High speed internet connections will enable the transfer of
information such as fliers, maps, and applications between the various organizations. Without the broadband,
time, energy, and fuel are expended delivering hard copies back and forth.

Jim Noble

Jim Noble
WTRA President
7321 N. E 275th Street
Battle Ground, WA 98604

STATE OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON STATE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

Blake Island State Park
PO Box 277, Manchester, WA 98353
360-731-8330

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
My name is Paul Ruppert and I am the Head Park Ranger at Blake Island State Park. This letter is being
written in support of the (BTOP) funding for remote broadband access. Blake Island is a popular marine
state park in Puget Sound, 8 miles west of Seattle. Access is by boat only. Communication at Blake Island
is through cell phones.
Having broadband access at Blake Island would be a very positive service for our visitors. We have many
boaters that “work from home” and having broadband access would increase their ability to enjoy the park
and still get their work completed. This is especially true of a few of our volunteers. Having broadband
access would allow them to continue to volunteer at the park instead of leaving due to the inability to work
online.
One of the complaints about Blake Island is that it is always full. Many boaters are disappointed to finally
arrive at Blake Island only to be turned away because of our capacity. Having broadband access would
allow us to potentially have a web cam so potential visitors could view the marina before heading out rather
than waste time and money leaving it to chance.
Broadband access would also be a welcome service to Tillicum Village, a concessionaire on the island.
They provide a native american themed salmon bake and dance program. The operators are based out of
Seattle and broadband access would be beneficial in handling the many logistics of running this type of
business on the island.
Finally, park access to broadband would greatly enhance the ability of park personnel to communicate
faster with local law enforcement and emergency personnel in the event of an emergency.

Thank You.

Paul Ruppert
Blake Island Park Ranger, Assistant Area Manager
PO Box 277 Manchester, WA 98353
360-731-8330
Blake.island@parks.wa.gov

Board of Clallam
County Commissioners
223 East 4h Street, Suite 4
Port Angeles, WA 98362-3015
36O.4L7.2233 Fax: 360.417.2493
E-mail : commissionerc@co.clallam.wa.us

STEPHEN P, THARINGER, District 7
MúCHAEL C. CHAPMAN, District 2

HOWARD U. DOHERTY, Jn, District3, Chair

Jim Jones, Jn, County Administrator
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2 March 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20230
RE: Broadband Technology Oppoftunities Program

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling

:

The Board of Commissioners supports the application of Washington State Parks for broadband
technology infrastructure. Much of Clallam County, spanning the Strait of Juan Fuca in Washington
State, includes the Olympic National Park. Bogachíel State Park and Sequim Bay State Park are
located in the periphery of the National Park.
Bogachiel State Park is a thickly forested 123-acre park on the banks of the Bogachiel River remotely
located on the nofthwestern tip of Washington. Sequim Bay State Park is a year-round, 92-acre
marine park with nearly 5,000 feet of saltwater coast located on Puget Sound on the north side of
the Olympic Peninsula.
Life on the Olympic Peninsula presents unique challenges for emergency communications and
seruices. Much of Clallam County is rural and events such as high winds, rain, and storm surges
knock out vital resources. Many of the areas in the "West End" lack broadband access and there are
several pockets where cell phone coverage is impossible,

The Broadband grant will implement reliable communications to the remote areas in our community
while providing a greater degree of safety for our citizens.
BOARD OF

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

V. Doherty, Jr., Chair
J

P. Tharinger
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Michael C. Chapman

March 1, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
Bogachiel State Park and Cowan Ranch are located in remote areas in the State of
Washington, 3-4 hours travel time to the Puget Sound area. Until recently, high speed
internet and DSL was put into place by phone and internet providers, and a lower
bandwidth. There are many residential areas that have not received broadband access
along with such access which has gone out from time to time.
By improving this service, more residents will receive such access, and current users will
experience a more reliable high speed internet line. This will also better serve Peninsula
College, DNR, Corrections (Clallam Bay Prison), all school districts on the west end of
Olympic Peninsula, Forks Hospital and emergency services during times of crisis. This
access will also serve to provide those in Jefferson County, which is only 1 mile south of
Bogachiel St. Park, and have limited access.
Thank You
Chon Clayton, Area Manager, Bogachiel-Hoko River Area

February 23, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:

I am a deacon at the Grace United Reformed Church and am currently the director of our yearly
retreat at Camp Wooten – ELC. Our church has been doing a yearly retreat at Camp Wooten for
over 30 years. Camp Wooten provides retreat facilities for churches, schools and other
organizations throughout Washington and Oregon. During that time we have seen the facilities
as the Camp continuously improve.
Camp Wooten has one significant drawback – its ability to communicate with the rest of the
world. The Camp is located alongside the Tucannon River at the base of two mountain slopes.
Cell phone and radio access is extremely limited. Other than a land-line phone at the camp it is
very difficult to communicate with the external world.
Our church is located in Kennewick, Washington approximately two hours from Camp Wooten.
Limited communications are a concern during our retreats often causing people with special
needs, health problems, etc. to not attend. Having a broadband connection at Camp Wooten
would help increase communication with the outside community. The connection would allow
people to use email and other internet based methods to link with friends, family, and (perhaps
most important) the emergency management community should a problem arise.
I strongly encourage you to support the selection of Camp Wooten – ELC as a recipient of a
broadband grant.
Respectfully,
Dave Millard
Deacon, Grace United Reformed Church
7606 W 13th Ave
Kennewick, WA
Home email: wdmillard@verizon.net
Work email: dave.millard@pnl.gov
Cell 509-531-7866
Wk 509-375-2947

State of Washington

Department of Fish and Wildlife
Mailing Address: 600 Capitol Way N, Olympia WA 98501-1091, (360) 902-2200, TDD (360) 902-2207
Main Office Location: Natural Resources Building, 1111 Washington Street SE, Olympia WA

Date: February 26, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
I am Kari Dingman, Assistant Wildlife Area Manager of the W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area
on the Tucannon River in remote, southeast Washington. The Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has managed this Wildlife Area since the
1940s. Camp Wooten is located within our Wildlife Area boundaries and its land and
facilities are leased and operated by the State Parks and Recreation Department.
Each year, hundreds of children attend its Environmental Learning Center and group
camp facilities. WDFW works in conjunction with Camp Wooten to manage the land
for wildlife habitat and noxious weed control, but WDFW is also responsible for
dissemination of information for all visitors to the upper Tucannon River drainage as
well as for the safety of the visiting public. WDFW acts as a point of contact in
emergency situations on the Wooten Wildlife Area and provides accurate and up-todate information to recreationists (campers, fishers, hunters, and hikers) regarding
area or season closures, fire dangers, and any other important announcements.
The W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area Headquarters is located on the Wildlife Area and is
experiencing the same communications issues as Camp Wooten State Park. The
current communications system is slow and strained, resulting in reduced efficiency
and effectiveness for WDFW staff in completing reports, daily recordkeeping
activities, and responding to internal and external inquires. Data processing and
transfer is slow and limited, reducing or sometimes eliminating the Wildlife Area from
participating in important research or exchange of data. Current research projects on
the Wildlife Area use the Headquarters as a base station and have difficulty in
sharing their data with counterparts located throughout the state, sometimes
resulting in expensive operational delays, delay of information transfer and
decreased overall research project efficiency. WDFW personnel are required to
access many programs through the WA State server in Olympia and our presently
archaic communications system reduces the ability to access those programs and
complete the necessary tasks, such as GIS mapping and obtaining up-to-date map
features to present to the public. The local Wildlife Area is integral to our
community’s economic viability by bringing thousands of visitors to the area each
year.

Having Broadband access on the Wildlife Area would create faster, safer connections
that would increase efficiencies in exchanging everyday business information and
emergency or urgent messages. Each day, in addition to the numerous youth
groups at Camp Wooten, the Wildlife Area has literally hundreds of Washington and
visiting States’ residents on the premises to camp, fish, hunt, or otherwise recreate.
WDFW is responsible for the safety of these visitors and must be able to timely
communicate any impending dangers or issues to them. WDFW Enforcement
personnel patrol the area and respond to a myriad of issues requiring efficient
communications with County and State law enforcement personnel. Broadband
access would vastly increase the capability of law enforcement to be able to
communicate with each other and would increase the overall safety for our visiting
public.
Broadband access would allow WDFW staff to complete required training online,
allowing for more productive work-time to be spent on the Wildlife Area and less
time lost traveling to training locations. It would also provide much faster incident
reporting and information gathering, which would expedite notifying our visitors of
any immediate dangers or issues in the area, resulting in a safer, more secure
environment for the general public.
Sincerely,

Kari Dingman
Assistant Wildlife Area Manager
W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area
2134 Tucannon Road
Pomeroy, WA 99347
509-843-1530
kari.dingman@dfw.wa.gov

March 3, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling,
My name is Lauri Sherfey and I am the Washington State University Franklin County Extension
Director, overseeing the 4-H Youth Development Program. Our 4-H camp uses the
Environmental Learning Center Camp Wooten located in Pomeroy, WA every year for our
residential camp, and has for over 50 years. I have spent time during many summers at Camp
Wooten and believe that it is one of the best resources our state has to offer community groups in
Southeastern Washington and that it is very deserving of receiving this funding.
Although I will admit part of the appeal of being at a campground in the mountains is being
forced away from technology, we do face problems due to the lack of broadband service at Camp
Wooten. We usually have around 150 people at camp each year, of which 90% are children ages
8-18. The responsibility of these children’s safety is not something we take lightly, and is a huge
liability for the university to take on. Because of the remote location, communication has always
been the first concern in terms of risk management. Currently there is a phone line and a recently
acquired satellite phone, but no other ways for camp users to communicate with their
communities back home. If there were to be some emergency at camp, we would have no way to
contact all of the parents other than to call each one individually. With broadband, we could email everyone at once, and parents could contact me in a more efficient manner. Additionally,
we have a certified nurse at camp, but she can’t possibly know how to treat every medical
situation. If something were to happen to a child a camp, the nearest hospital is about a 30
minute drive away. If the nurse had access to the internet she could have instant medical
assistance.
With broadband service, we could increase the educational opportunities that we offer. One of 4H’s current goals is in the area of Math, Science, Technology, and Engineering. We would love
to be able to incorporate technology education into our classes at camp and show kids how to use
that technology in natural settings. We could also have kids write blurbs about their camp
experiences to be shared with 4-Hers who are not able to come to camp but might like to learn

about the experience. Also, our camp is run purely by volunteers who must take vacation time to
come serve the kids. If they were able to steal a few hours to do work remotely through the
internet, we might have an easier time recruiting volunteers.
Lastly, the ranger at Camp Wooten is constantly trying to improve the facilities for groups like
mine. He is very excited at the prospect of being able to offer broadband services to camp users,
and to be able to offer increased communication. I know that he would use the service in ways I
haven’t even thought of yet to better the experience for the thousands of children and adults that
utilize the park each year. Please consider our community for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program.
Thank you for your time,

Lauri Sherfey
WSU Franklin County Extension Director
1016 N 4th Ave. Pasco, WA 99301
sherfey@wsu.edu
509-545-3511

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
My name is Don Miller and I am a retired police officer with over thirty-five years
experience in law enforcement and the military. I have been a volunteer worker with the
Jason Lee Elementary Environmental Science Program for twenty years. I am currently the
Vice-President of the Camp Wooten Association and have been a board member for seven
years.
In the twenty years I have been a member of the Jason Lee Staff, we have used
Camp Wooten for one week each year to teach our fifth grade students the outdoor
sciences; waters, animals, and forest ecology. They also learn a sense of community by
living at the camp with other 5th graders and an adult counselor. Our curriculum is very
similar to the other schools and youth groups that use Camp Wooten.
Most groups like ourselves bring the majority of teaching material and information
with us to camp. Any information that the Park has is limited and it takes forever for it to
receive updates.
Broadband would enable the Park to update and provide the user groups
with current information. It would allow the user groups to have better access and ability to
keep the parents up to date on the activities happening at camp.
Broadband access would provide faster, safer, more economical and increased
efficiency for the Camp staff and the user groups. It would greatly expand the educational
and interpretative services that the Park can offer all its user groups. It would provide
instantaneous access for the gathering and dissemination of information.
I hope that Camp Wooten is granted the opportunity to have the broadband access
through this grant. There are so many opportunities that would open up for the Camp itself
and for all the user groups that come. Without the grant it will take the Association and the
Park many more years before it can afford to obtain broadband access on its own.
Sincerely yours,
Don Miller
1609 Thayer Drive
Richland, WA 99354
509-946-6646

Debra M Hays
1021 S 3rd Street
Dayton, WA 99328
(509)382-4932

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Feb 29, 2010
Dear Mr. Strickling
I would like to show my support for the broadband technology infrastructure grant for our
local William T. Wooten Environmental Learning Camp which is located on the wonderful
Tucannon River in Columbia and Garfield Counties.
I have been attending the Camp Wooten since I was 9 years old that is more than 37 years
ago. I started as a camper then a counselor, then a cabin parent, then a cook and I am
currently the camp director of a 5 day 4-H camp. I love every day that I get
to experience the great outdoors and to see the new knowledge that the kids learn at camp.
For most kids this is the first time away from home and can be a very trying time for them.
In my opinion and past 37 years experience attending camp, the Camp and its many
users would benefit a great deal from this grant. The camp users would be able to have
faster, safer connections that would increase efficiencies in exchanging everyday business
information and emergency or urgent messages. It would also improve immediate ability to
access into local law enforcement information and dispatch centers which would link to real
time with photos, license information and other important information.
Two years ago, during the week my group was at 4- H camp we received a visit from the
local sheriffs department. He brought up a poster of a sex offender that had been seen
down the road and believed to be camping a few miles from the entrance to the camp. It
took the officer almost 35 - 40 minutes to drive to camp to bring us the poster. If the camp
was to receive this grant the response time in situations like this would be immediate.
The education and interpretive services to the park would be unlimited and make a world of
difference.
Please consider our camp William T. Wooten Camp for the Broadband technology
infrastructure grant.
Please feel free to contact me if I can be of further assistance.
Debra M. Hays
Bi-County Camp Director

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave NW
Washington , DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling,

“I am writing to offer my support for the State of Washington Broadband Consortium
application for funding through the NTIA Broadband Technology Opportunities Program to
expand broadband services to the greater unserved area of Ferry County, Washington.
I am a State Park Ranger in Ferry County and would like to voice my support for broadband
to be added to our State Park System. As you know the world is continuing to move into the
information age and Parks needs to keep up. I have no service in my park for my visitors to
access and they would like to be able to communicate with the outside world. There is no cell
phone service here as well and with advancements in technology phone service is not a crucial
as internet service but as I understand phone service can be accessed from broad band.
My visitors still want to get away but have need to stay in touch due to family health issues. I
know I have been approached to get some sort of access down to the park so they can take care
of business. I know there have been several times that my hosts have been asked questions they
can’t answer and no one is around to help with the answer. The internet could provide that
service and could continue State Parks on the road to realizing the vision of the 2013
Centennial and providing Destination Parks.
The entire community would benefit from this access as well. Hospital medical care, prescription
infor- motion, patient information and research by local health care providers, public schools
and colleges in providing new and different teaching and learning opportunities to rural
residents. Public safety in communication with other agencies when it comes to amber alerts
and wanted people of interests or even sex offender tracking. Libraries and the mass amount of
infor that could accessed all at the same tie instead of only a couple of people on 1 computer at
a time. Border and Homeland security communication, the list goes on. Please consider the
unserved populations in rural Washington in this grant application.
Broad band is a resource that could benefit every one.
Thanks for your time,
Ric Sanders
Park Manager
Curlew Lake State Park

Don't know if this involves me. 74 and have a computer but 4 years
all I do is turn it on and off . I have an I-Phone and it has email. Baglady5 @me. Com. I hear it cost a lot to hook computer to
a phone line to make it work. I live by Fay Bainbridge State Park on
Bainbridge island. People tell me computers are slow around here .
Frances Conley
15214 Sunrise Drive N.E.
Bainbridge Island ,Washington 98110
Sent from my iPhone

~max0003.TMP

Friends of Fort Flagler

February 25, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
My name is Bob Suther; I am the current President of the Friends of Fort Flagler (FOFF). We were founded in
1999 as a non-profit 501 (c)(3) corporation with the mission to “restore, preserve, and protect the history of Fort
Flagler as well as provide assistance and support to the park staff”. I am writing this letter in support of Fort
Flagler State Park receiving BTOP funding to facilitate Broadband Internet access.
For the past ten years FOFF has volunteered thousands of hours to fulfill our mission statement. We raise funds
for the park by conducting tours of the main gun line, fortifications, the twelve-bed hospital, and hold outdoor
concerts in one of the mortar batteries. We maintain all the trails, build gates and bridges, cut grass, and paint
buildings. We are currently restoring a 1942A GE searchlight and the first floor of the 1902 hospital building.
One of our members has researched and documented over 700 people who served and lived at Fort Flagler. We
have cataloged and filed historic documents, drawings, and pictures illustrating the history of the fort.
Fort Flagler State Park is located on the extreme North end of Marrowstone Island. Both the park and the island
have limited connectivity to the outside world. Internet service is at best 1.54 DSL and at worst dial up; cell
phone service is spotty and varies by carrier over the island. Data communications are slow for Park Rangers,
FOFF members, and visitors to the park. The obvious benefit of Broadband Service is increased productivity for
all concerned. Broadband access would provide the park staff with a more efficient tool to promote the many
opportunities available at the park thus increasing park attendance. The educational and interpretational
opportunities missed today due to the lack of adequate high-speed Internet access are significant. Enhanced
Internet access may encourage park visitors to extend their stays thus providing additional revenue for the park
and local businesses. Broadband service would allow visitors to access our databases prior to visiting the park
thus enhancing their visit and educational experience.
Safety and security issues are also adversely affected by poor communications. Fort Flagler was originally
constructed to protect the Bremerton Naval Ship Yard 60 miles south of Marrowstone Island. Today the park is
a disaster assembly point for the community and the parade ground serves as a landing pad for emergency
medical evacuations by the Coast Guard and local evacuation helicopters. Broadband service could provide
emergency communications as well as a port for EMT crews to transmit vital medical information and interact
with destination medical facilities.
Sincerely,
Bob Suther
President Friends of Fort Flagler
PO Box 74
Nordland, WA 98358
bob490@waypoint.com

Date: March 1, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
We, the board members of the Marrowstone Island Community Association (MICA), enthusiastically
support Washington State Parks’ application for broadband technology infrastructure.
We are reasonably certain that most if not all of our Island residents would also enthusiastically support
this effort, since it appears that we will never get more than 1.5 Mbps service on the Island via the local
telephone company.
We suspect and hope that high speed (10 Mbps) Internet access at Fort Flagler would




encourage State Park visitors to lengthen their stay and thus improve the economic viability and
revenue stream for both the park and the local community,
significantly improve access to important information about the history and local attributes of both
the park and the community, and
potentially offer increased economic opportunities for new and existing local profit and non-profit
organizations.

We are very fortunate to have Fort Flagler as a neighbor and partner in our small community.

Sincerely,
Darlene Grunke, President
Marrowstone Island Community Association
PO Box 163
Nordland, Washington 98358

MICA Board Members:
Vice-President Dr. Roger Eichman <eichmanrogerdr@webtv.net>, Heidi Hubbard <hmh@waypt.com>, Owen
Mulkey <owen@olympus.net>, Sally Dern <sallydern@waypt.com>, Sandy Barrett <sandyisland2@aol.com>,
Steve Burns <steveb@accuabc.com>, Joyce Roberts-Garbo, Darlene Joy Grunke <darlene@olympus.net>

Saturday, February 27, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
I’m writing you as a small business owner in support of the proposal to establish
more reliable and faster broadband service to Fort Flagler/Marrowstone Island
(Nordland, WA.) located in the Puget Sound. Nordland is the community adjacent to
Fort Flagler and the Fort serves as an economic attraction for tourists who pass
through our community on their way to the Fort. Island residents are strong
supporters of the Fort and avail ourselves of all the amenities the Fort offers.
I’ve lived on the island since 1995. When I first arrived public access to the Internet
was relatively young and all we had was a very poor dial-up service. It took us years
to acquire low-speed DSL broadband. As connection service has been slowly
upgraded, my business, Data Technology, which supports individuals and small
businesses, has grown but there is still plenty of room for improvement.
My business depends on stable, reliable and expedient connection to the Internet for
remotely servicing my client base as well as ordering computer parts and efficiently
researching the ever changing dynamics of computer and communications
technology. Upgrading our existing infrastructure would definitely improve my
business model’s services and cost effectiveness. It would also positively impact my
carbon footprint by potentially decreasing the amount of time I spend driving across
my service territory.
I believe that access to improved, 21s t Century high-speed Internet in our rural area
would significantly improve the prospects for other ambitious, local entrepreneurs in
their efforts to explore creative economic opportunities. Further, such access would
assist long distance learning and telecommuting for local residents, and improve our
emergency response capabilities.
Thus, your support for helping us improve Internet access to Fort Flagler and the
surrounding community would help underwrite the triple bottom line of economic,
educational and environmental benefits and would have far reaching positive
significance.
Sincerely,

Steve Hamm
PO Box 82
Nordland, WA 98258-0082

February 22, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
My name is Jay Payne and I am the Executive Chef and General Manager for Bon
Appetit food service at Fort Worden, in Port Townsend, Washington. Our company is
contracted with the Washington State Parks Department to provide food services for
guests at the park. We feed thousands of people here with over one million dollars in
annual sales. Our operation is complex, with three restaurants as well as catering.
Currently we suffer frequent problems with our internet connectivity. All of our
accounting, communications, and ordering is now internet based and outages and
slowdowns can mean unmet deadlines and unhappy customers. Depending on what is
going on elsewhere in the park, we can have little to no access to the internet from time
to time. Our corporate offices require timely reporting of weekly data with strict
deadlines for closure and we often have a ‘white knuckle’ ride up to the last minute,
waiting for data uploads.
Our success as caterers depends on timely email
communication with customers and we often have problems sending larger attachments
over the current connections. Additionally, we have occasional ‘lost’ emails which can
create confusion and frustration for our clients.
Our often unstable connection has also led to problems with credit card processing
which leads to unhappy customers and long term negative impressions which lead to loss
of business.
In addition, we offer wi-fi connectivity for our guests in the main dining hall and coffee
shop. Problems with connections and speed can mean broken promises, unhappy guests,
and lost sales. Our customers expect the wi-fi now and it has become necessary to
compete with the other coffee houses in the area. Honestly, as I write this, the wi-fi
connection has dropped out and people are complaining.
We would like to request that broadband be extended to us and all of the partners here at
Fort Worden. In modern foodservice, everything that comes in or out of the operation is
affected by the internet. Up until as little as a year ago I could sill place orders by phone
but now I can only order products via the internet. A secure and robust connection is
vital to competitiveness and basic survival. It would provide a secure connection and a
1

seamless guest experience, contributing in no small way to the long term success of the
Fort Worden Conference Center.
Thank you,

Jay Payne
Executive Chef and General Manager
Bon Appétit at Fort Worden
210 Battery Way
Port Townsend, WA 98368
360-344-4440 (o)
360-301-4578 (c)
Food Services for a Sustainable Future
Enjoy Local Goods Coffee Shop and Cable House Burgers,
open Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend!
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U . S . D epar tm en t of C om m er ce
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D ear As s is tan t S ecr etar y S tr ick lin g:
C opper C an yon Pr es s is a n on pr ofit poetr y pu blis h in g pr es s located at
F or t W or den S tate Par k wor k in g u n der th e au s pices of C en tr u m . As
O per ation s F acilitator , I r epr es en t ou r pr es s at F or t Par tn er m eetin gs
twice a m on th an d coor din ate all activities in volvin g th e Pr es s in
con cer t with F or t Par tn er or gan ization s .
F or 3 8 year s , C opper C an yon Pr es s h as been expan din g th e au dien ce
for poetr y by pu blis h in g wor k s of wor ld r en own ed as well as u pcom in g
you n g poets . W e ar e m os t tr eas u r ed for ou r tr an s lation s of C h in es e,
J apan es e, K or ean , B elar u s ian , V ietn am es e an d Ar abic. O u r poets h ave
ear n ed 2 Pu litzer pr izes for poetr y, s ever al M acAr th u r gen iu s gr an ts ,
m an y Nation al B ook Awar ds an d th e G r iffin pr ize for poetr y. W e br in g
to th e Pen in s u la, u n iqu e talen t th r ou gh per for m an ces , lectu r es , pan el
dis cu s s ion s an d gath er in gs th at wou ld oth er wis e be u n attain able. O u r
poetr y r eadin gs at F or t W or den ’s W h eeler T h eatr e, ar e offer ed fr ee of
ch ar ge an d offer edu cation al oppor tu n ities for th e r egion ’s edu cation al
in s titu tion s .
S ocial m edia h as becom e th e n or m for com m u n ication s with th e
m ajor ity of ou r fu n der s , fou n dation s , agen cies , in s titu tion s , colleges ,
u n iver s ities , s ch ools , boar d of dir ector s , poets an d poetr y r eader s . I n
addition , data s h ar in g an d r es ear ch ar e m ajor as pects of ou r daily
oper ation s . A s ide ben efit of br oadban d, in k eepin g with ou r
en vir on m en tal im pact con cer n s , wou ld be an in cr eas ed ability to atten d
m eetin gs via webin air an d video con fer en cin g. T h is wou ld r edu ce th e
n u m ber of tr ips per year ou r em ployees h ave to m ak e to atten d
tr ain in gs an d con fer en ces .
O u r ability to ou tr each to con s titu en cies on a tim ely bas is wou ld be
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over n igh t gu es ts u tilizin g food s er vices , par k s er vices an d tak in g

advan tage of th e m u s eu m s an d oth er F or t activities wou ld be gr eatly
en h an ced as well. D ata s u ppor ts th at vis itor s s tay lon ger wh en th ey
can connect to wor k an d h om e.
F or t W or den is a valu able r es ou r ce with in a s u cces s fu l local
com m u n ity. B r oadban d wou ld br oaden ou r ou tr each , en ablin g u s to
offer th is r es ou r ce to an ever widen in g cir cle.
T h an k you for you r tim e an d con s ider ation .
J an et J on es
O per ation s F acilitator
jan et@copper can yon pr es s . or g

March 1, 2010

`

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
The Fort Worden State Park Advisory Committee is comprised of representation from nineteen
government agencies, community institutions, Fort based non-profit organizations, and at-large
delegates who represent the greater regional area. These members have been appointed by the
state park director and are chartered by the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission
to provide a vehicle for citizen input and advice to the Commission and the Park Area Manager of
Fort Worden Area Parks.
The installation of broadband is essential to implementation of many present programs and
particularly to the Life Long Learning Center plans approved by the Parks Commission in
September 2008. Broadband is available only to state agencies here at the present, but not to the
sixteen other organizations and businesses with offices and programs at Fort Worden. Centrum,
the arts and education foundation, recruits internationally for its many varied programs including
classes and public concerts. The Port Townsend Marine Science Center works with a number of
organizations from the University of Washington, Burke Museum, NOAA, Battelle and other
agencies conducting scientific research on fish and marine life of the Straits of Juan de Fuca and
Puget Sound. Madrona MindBody has programs attended by country-wide enrollees. The Port
Townsend School of Woodworking has a proposal to establish an International School of Historic
Preservation at the Fort as an element of the Life Long Learning plan. The Fort is a National
Historic Landmark and is also on the National and State Historic Registry and has many structures
in need of restoration after 100 years of almost continual use. The need to provide trained
craftsmen capable of performing such work to required original standing would provide a learn as
you go opportunity and a whole new crop of artisans at the only school of its kind in the country,
drawing national enrollment. Expanding available teaching aides, which broadband would
provide, is critical to the success of these programs and others in planning stages.
Fort Worden’s programs continue to grow and broaden in public response each year, even in
these trying times. Installing broadband would provide another impetus for such expansion and
additional use of the wide variety of buildings available on the grounds.
The Fort Worden Advisory Committee strongly supports the Washington State Parks application
for the federal funds to increasing broadband technology to Fort Worden State Park and the other
Washington State Parks that are economic engines to the local communities they serve.
Jean Dunbar, Chair
Fort Worden Advisory Committee
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February 27, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
The Fort Worden Collaborative strongly endorses Washington State Parks’ application
for broadband technology infrastructure support.
The Collaborative consists of 17 different nonprofit organizations, for profit businesses,
and government agencies housed at Fort Worden State Park in Port Townsend, currently
generating $10.5 million in annual revenues and serving nearly 1 million visitors a year.
Over the past five years the Collaborative has been working with the Washington State
Parks and Recreation Commission on a $1 million planning effort to ensure the 435-acre
Park—and its 100 historic buildings—are preserved and sustained for generations to
come.
The primary strategy for increasing usage and revenues is to build upon Fort Worden’s
long history as a center for residential learning. Since its founding as a State Park in 1972,
Fort Worden has attracted many hundreds of thousands of individuals and groups from
around the region, the country, and the world as students and audience members with
passions in the arts, environmental studies, and local history.

WORKING GROUP
Thatcher Bailey, Lead
John Begley, Centrum
Board
Kate Burke, Manager, Fort
Worden State Park
Cindy Hill Finnie,
Washington State Arts
Commissioner
Gerry Johnson, Partner,
K+L|Gates
David Robison, Cascadia

Serving the institutions that currently provide that programming, as well as attracting
new institutions that will brings hundreds of thousands more visitors to the Park, will
require a host of capital upgrades, well articulated in the tall stack of planning documents
that have been created to guide us toward this new vision for the Fort Worden. At the
very top of each one of those capital improvement lists is broadband access for every
visitor to and staff person at the Park. It is simply not possible for this expansion of
visitor opportunity (and—by extension) new earned and contributed revenue
opportunities) to occur with the kind of investment in broadband access this grant would
provide.

Planning Services
Rodger Schmitt,
Washington State Parks
Commissioner
Rick Sepler, Planner, City
of Port Townsend

Fort Worden is unique among Washington Parks because of the collaborative economies
of all resident partner organizations. Support for Park capital projects is dramatically
leveraged by these businesses whose missions are so intertwined with State Parks.
Thank you for your consideration.

CONTACT
200 Battery Way
Port Townsend WA 98368
www.fwcollaborative.org
360.531.1292

Thatcher Bailey

1502 East Lauridsen Boulevard
Port Angeles, Washington 98362
360-417-6200 • Fax 360-417-6220
tkeegan@pencol.edu

Dr. Thomas A. Keegan, President

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
February 25, 2010

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
I am pleased to write this letter of support for Fort Worden State Park’s application for Washington
State Round 2 Broadband Technology funding. The Peninsula College East Jefferson County extension
site is located on the Fort Worden campus in Port Townsend, Washington.
Current technology is necessary component of being able to deliver courses and educational materials
to today’s community college student. Specifically, technology is increasingly integral to achieving two
of the College’s goals: first, to provide educational opportunities in the areas of academic transfer
professional/technical, basic skills, and continuing education; and two, to maximize student access to
higher education. Furthermore, in an effort to increase student access and success all of our classes
now have an online component. Faster, safer connections would allow students to access the full array
of materials and support necessary to achieve their educational goals.
In addition, with broadband access Peninsula College staff and faculty would themselves have access to
training and professional development opportunities which otherwise might be impossible to deliver.
Online training opportunities and information sharing for our faculty and staff place teaching and
learning at the center of institutional practice, and ensure quality services to students.
Peninsula College strongly supports this application and this opportunity for Fort Worden State Park.

Sincerely,

Dr. Thomas A. Keegan
President

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230

February 25, 2010

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling,
The Port Townsend Marine Science Center, (PTMSC), has been a tenant in Fort Worden State Park, in Port
Townsend, Washington, since 1982, providing exhibits, a variety of field- and lab-based educational
experiences and citizen science programming. We are aligned with Fort Worden’s vision and goals
supporting a destination, Life Long Learning Center and are excited to create a unique and entrepreneurial
enterprise in partnership with other Park tenants.
PTMSC provides cutting edge science and research experiences for youth and adults. An example is our
hydrophone station, comprised of a set of hydrophones deployed under our pier in Fort Worden, with
listening stations in our facility and on-line through our website, www.ptmsc.org . This is part of a regional
program, the Salish Sea Hydrophone Network that monitors the movement and vocalizations of Orcas and
other marine mammals in Canadian and U.S. waters. We have just begun to tap into the educational and
citizen involvement aspects of this program. With enhanced bandwidth we could make a more interactive
program, stream in higher resolution and consider streaming video from our website. As an educational
organization, it is imperative that we’re able to offer our students and guests access to up-to-date
technological applications and tools. Our current band-width limits these opportunities.
Another bandwidth limitation we’re experiencing relates to a highly sophisticated buoy that the Navy has
installed to collect security data in Admiralty Inlet, at the northern entrance to Puget Sound. The buoy has
capability to collect water quality data that can be streamed live into PTMSC’s exhibits and on PTMSC’s
website. We are not able to tap into this technology until we have enhanced broadband capabilities.
With the tremendous interest in or region to restore Puget Sound’s health and to involve citizens in that
process, our programming has caught the attention of many partners including NOAA’s Marine Debris
Program, the Institute of Marine & Library Services “Museums for America” program and others who are
committing funds to strengthen PTMSC’s program, which in turn strengthens the Fort Worden Life Long
Learning Center program. These funders expect us to have dynamic, web-based programming.
We very strongly support the Washington State Parks’ application for broadband technology infrastructure.

Anne Murphy, Executive Director
Port Townsend Marine Science Center
360.385.5582 x 102, amurphy@ptmsc.org
Fort Worden State Park, 532 Battery Way, Port Townsend, Washington 98368
(360) 385-5582 1 (800) 566-3932
Fax: (360) 385-7248
www.ptmsc.org email:info@ptmsc.org

PUGET SOUND COAST ARTILLERY MUSEUM
At Fort Worden State Park, Washington
200 Battery Way, Port Townsend 98368
Phone 360-385-0373
e-mail artymus@olypen.com

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunication and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington DC 20230

2/23/10

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling,
I am writing on behalf of the Puget Sound Coast Artillery Museum located on Fort Worden State Park. We
were founded in 1976 as a non profit 501-C3 corporation to protect, preserve and present the history of the
U.S. Army Coast Artillery and particularly their activities associated with the Harbor Defenses of Puget
Sound.
The organization is an all volunteer group that operates a 5,800 square foot museum facility dedicated to
preserving the history of the Coast Defenses of the Puget Sound. The museum has recently been expanded
to cover other historic periods of the Fort Worden Park location. The museum has approximately 12,000
visitors a year. The museum’s collection includes some 2,500 photographs, approximately 1,000 large
scale building/structural drawings and maps concerning the history of the Coast Artillery. Many more
items could be collected and shared if adequate broadband telecommunications access were available.
With Broadband, offsite backup of these historical records and collections would be available real-time and
thus better protect this irreplaceable resource.
Currently our internet connection is limited to dial-up access. In the past we have experimented with
wireless 3G networking, which proved to be unacceptable at our location for the speeds that we need, for
the exchange of information with other organizations and individuals. Without a broadband internet
connection The Coast Artillery Museum finds it difficult to interact with information and research requests
from the general public, government agencies and park visitors prior to their arrival at the museum. The
educational and interpretation opportunities missed due to the lack of adequate high-speed internet access
are significant.
Safety and security issues are also affected adversely due to the lack of Broadband access. Remote
monitoring of the premises with offsite recording of activity during the times the museum is closed would
be possible with a broadband access.
With broadband access the museum could develop an on-line store for the historical and educational items
that it sells in its gift shop. This on-line store would enhance the revenue stream available to the museum
as well as the educational experience to the visitor. Also, real-time credit card verification would be
available, again enhancing the revenue stream as well as visitor count.
Sincerely,
Alfred Chiswell
President Puget Sound Coast Artillery Museum
200 Battery Way
Port Townsend, WA 98368

February 25, 2010
Sarah Zablocki-Axling
Student Conservation Association
200 Battery Way, Bldg 298
Port Townsend WA 98368

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401 Constitution Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
My name is Sarah Zablocki-Axling and I work for the Student Conservation Association (SCA), an environmental nonprofit
working to build the next generation of conservation leaders through service to nature. SCA has worked towards this goal
for over 50 years, partnering with National Park Service, Forest Service, State Parks and many other partners to engage
young people in hands on service to the land. I have been working towards this goal in Washington for the past six years,
and have spent the last year working within Fort Worden State Park’s campus in the community of Port Townsend, WA.
Personally, my job brings together youth, staff and agency partners from all across the greater Northwest (nine states
including Alaska) on a daily basis. I work out of a satellite office here in Washington to be closer to my partners, although
most of my co-workers are in SCA’s home office in New Hampshire. Together, our team recruits crews of six or eight high
school students and places them with two trained, paid staff members to live and work for 30 days in National and State
Parks, Forests and wild areas across the country. There, they complete much needed trail and restoration projects. To
make all that happen, I rely heavily on technology.
My office in Fort Worden State Park does not have access to broadband internet access. Because I am not a state
employee, I cannot use the state’s internet access and internet providers do not service within the park. That means that I
have been trying to do my mission and job without stable internet access. Occasionally wireless internet drifts over, but
for the most part I have been very challenged to accomplish the work that I need to do simply because there are not
internet options.
The lack of broadband access has created the following problems for my organization at Fort Worden State Park:
- At times a total lack of internet access and the ability to do my job.
- Multiple days where I and my staff needed to leave our office to find reliable internet access.
- Safety hazard as I serve as an emergency responder to my program and have had to leave my office in order
to help manage these emergencies occurring in the field.
- Reluctance to hire more staff or invite meetings, conferences or trainings at my location because there would
be no internet access for them.
- Uncertainty whether we can or will continue to rent space within this state park without fast, reliable internet
access.
My organization would greatly benefit from broadband access and strongly encourage this expansion for Fort Worden
State Park, WA. Without it, my organization, and many other small non profits, will need to go elsewhere. It is no longer
an option to have access to fast reliable internet - it is a necessity. If we are to continue our mission, expand and bring
jobs to these small communities it will require your support for broadband access.
Thank you for your consideration,
Sarah
Sarah Zablocki-Axling
Northwest Program Manager
206-713-9576 - szablocki@thesca.org
www.thesca.org
SCA’s Mission: To build the next generation of conservation leaders and inspire lifelong stewardship of our environment and
communities by engaging young people in hands-on service to the land.
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RE: NTIA National Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP) Application
To Whom It May Concern,

Copper Canyon Press
Fort Worden State Park
Friends of Fort Worden
Goddard College

The Fort Worden Collaborative strongly endorses the Jefferson County Broadband Coalition’s
request to fund fiber and wireless broadband for East Jefferson County.

Madrona MindBody Institute
Olympic Hostel

The Collaborative consists of 17 different nonprofit organizations, for profit businesses, and

Peninsula College

government agencies housed at Fort Worden State Park in Port Townsend, currently generating

Port Townsend Hospitality
Port Townsend Marine Science Center
Port Townsend School of
Woodworking
Synergy Sound
Third Ear Project

nearly $11 million in annual revenues and serving nearly 1 million visitors a year.
Over the past five years the Collaborative has been leading a $1 million planning effort to ensure
the Park—and its 100 historic buildings—are preserved and sustained through increased usage
as a center for learning. Through this process, Park-wide broadband access was identified as an
essential element of this redevelopment project.

WORKING GROUP
Thatcher Bailey
John Begley
Kate Burke
Cindy Hill Finnie
Dave Robison
Rodger Schmitt
Rick Sepler
COUNSEL

As an integral part of the county’s cultural and economic life, Fort Worden State Park is making
a deep commitment to cross-sector collaboration across the county in all its capital and program development efforts. The Broadband Coalition is exactly the kind of distributed problem
solving that we will continue to advocate for and support in the years ahead.
Thank you for your consideration.

Gerry Johnson, K+L|Gates

Thatcher Bailey
CONTACT
Fotr Worden State Park
2000 Battery Way
Port Townsend WA 98368
www.fwcollaborative.org
360.531.1292

Lead

STATE OF WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON STATE PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION
Green River Gorge Conservation Area
Flaming Geyser State Park Auburn, WA 98092 253-735-8839
E-Mail Address: Jeff.Vassallo@parks.wa.gov

March 1, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
I am a Washington State Park ranger and manager of the Green River Gorge
Conservation Area which includes Flaming Geyser, Kanaskat-Palmer and Nolte
State Parks. Reliable internet access is crucial to the safety, education and
enjoyment of the public in remote places.
Our mission statement at Washington State Parks states that the Commission
“fosters outdoor recreation and education statewide to provide enjoyment and
enrichment for all and a valued legacy to future generations”. Broadband access to
our remote parks allows us to better fulfill the obligations of our mission of providing
a positive recreational experience.
With emergency management issues such as the potential failure of the Howard
Hansen Dam, a better internet connection would greatly increase our capacity to
network with other health and safety agencies in the event of a catastrophic event.
The access, however, does not just benefit Parks. It benefits the remote
communities where parks are located and the underserved population in those
areas. Broadband access can mean the difference to getting important emergency
information on time or not at all. In an area where flooding, earthquakes, and
volcanic eruptions are all possibilities, as is the case in the State of Washington,
broadband can potentially save lives.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Jeff Vassallo
Green River Gorge Area Manager
23700 SE Flaming Geyser Rd.
Auburn, WA 98092
(253) 735-8839 Office
(253) 833-0269 Fax

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
My name is Lisa Parsons and I am the Executive Director for the non-profit organization,
Middle Green River Coalition. Our organization is writing this letter to ask that KanaskatPalmer State Park, of Washington State, be awarded (BTOP) funding to provide this remote
locale with Broadband access.
Our organization has for the past nine years visited this state park on a regular basis. We
have been actively involved in leading our conservation and environmental education
programs in this park and the greater Green River Gorge Mountains to Valley Greenway.
We are in the final stages creating a Green River Gorge Mountains to Valley Greenway
management organization, called the Green River Gorge Greenway Council, that will
coordinate with multiple different local and regional government agencies and other
stakeholders on management of the Greenway. Having an up to date broadband system is
crucial for timely exchange of information. Additionally, to date the State Parks staff in the
Green River Gorge have had to run day to day operations with dial-up service which has led to
missed information and wasted time in daily communications.
MGRC would like to expand educational opportunities through the Green River Community
College and local schools to include more environmental / conservation education.
Furthermore Green River Community College has a Recreation and Forestry program that is
actively working with State Parks on a variety of projects. Having the ability to access Wi-Fi,
perform real time access to information, and bring field specific technology to the Gorge will
greatly enhance not only State Parks but also the local college education program.
I am also a paramedic in the area. I believe that Kanaskat Palmer State Parks has and could
play a vital role in disaster preparedness/relief for the numerous small and underserved
communities surrounding them with the aid of Broadband. River rescues are not uncommon in
the summer months. Kanaskat Rangers work closely with Emergency Service personnel to
coordinate rescue operations in the park. Cell phone services in the park area are quite
inconsistent or nonexistent. This is not a good combination with the high use that this park
receives, especially in the summer months. Park access to broadband would greatly enhance
the ability of park personnel to communicate faster with local law enforcement and emergency
personnel and allow the parks to be used as staging areas for disaster management and
rescues if needed.
Sincerely
Lisa Parsons
Executive Director
Middle Green River Coalition
mgrc@mgrc.org
www.mgrc.org
206-902-8305

STATE OF WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON STATE PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION
Green River Gorge Conservation Area
Kanaskat-Palmer State Park 32101 Cumberland Kanaskat Rd. Ravensdale, WA 98051 360 886 0148
E-Mail Address: kanaskat.palmer@parks.wa.gov

March 1, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:

I am a park ranger at Kanaskat-Palmer State Park and an adjunct faculty member at Green River
Community College in the Department of Anthropology. I have worked in the field as an archaeologist,
teacher, forensic anthropologist, tour guide and law enforcement officer and cannot reiterate enough
the importance of internet access to the safety, education and enjoyment of the public in remote places.
Real time information that can easily and effectively be shared among groups is at the cornerstone of
success for a wide range of diverse users.

Our mission statement at Washington State Parks states that the Commission “fosters outdoor
recreation and education statewide to provide enjoyment and enrichment for all and a valued legacy to
future generations”. Broadband access to our remote parks allows park rangers to more easily fulfill the
obligations of our mission in new and inventive ways that inspire the public to not only have a
wonderful time, but to take a little seed of knowledge home with them to plant in the minds of their
families and friends. It also helps us reach a generation that is being raised on electronic stimuli.
Imagine an interpretive program where the internet can be streamed live, answering questions above
and beyond the norm; or park to park access where comparative relationships between ecosystems or
recreational opportunities may be discussed in real time. Families would be able to go back to their
motor homes and search the internet for more information from interpretive programs to wildlife in the
park and discuss findings over s’mores that night.
On the other end of our spectrum of duties, imagine a search for a lost child streamlined via internet
access – an incident command area set up in the park while searchers are able to move throughout the
park in communication with command, not facing the worries of spotty cell service or poor radio
contact.

The access, however, does not just benefit Parks. It benefits the remote communities where parks are
located and the underserved population in those areas. Broadband access can mean the difference to
getting important emergency information on time or not at all. In an area where flooding, earthquakes,
and volcanic eruptions are all possibilities, as is the case in the State of Washington, broadband can
potentially save lives.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Diana Dupuis
Ranger 3
Kanaskat-Palmer State Park

Ocean Beach School District No. 101
P.O. Box 778 500 Washington Avenue S.
Long Beach, WA 98631
Phone (360) 642-3739 Fax (360) 642-1298
“Becoming Responsible, Caring, Lifelong Learners”

March 1, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
The Lewis and Clark State Park and Interpretive Center in Ilwaco, Washington has become a vital
resource and important partner in our endeavors to educate our children on the issues surrounding
natural resources and our historical heritage.
Their educational outreach program was the spark that ignited a district-wide initiative to bring
environmental and natural resource education to all of the students in the Ocean Beach School
District. Staff members from the Park have helped us design and now implement a K-12 integrated
curriculum known as “Stewards of our Peninsula”.
This innovative program has students out in the field doing hands-on science and creating interactive
reports around their work. With the addition of broadband access to the Park and Interpretive
Center, our student’s work could be shown to the public. Kiosks displaying video productions of our
students out in the field with the park staff, or around the peninsula conducting field research would
be a treat for not only the public, but would have a dramatic impact on our students.
Image the pride students would feel and the effort they would put forth if they knew that thousands
of visitors each year would be viewing their projects.
National education reform efforts point to
relevant curriculum and authentic assessments as two tools that can have dramatic impact on
student achievement. The use of broadband communication at the State Parks would greatly
enhance our use of both of these tools.
I encourage you to provide whatever assistance is at your disposal to make sure that this powerful
and essential communication tool is made available to the Lewis and Clark State Park and
Interpretive Center.
Should you need any further information on how we might utilize the broadband connections, or
about our Stewardship program, please feel free to contact me at boyd.keyser@ocean.k12.wa.us .
Sincerely,
Boyd Keyser
Superintendent, Ocean Beach School District #101

Orcas Island Fire & Rescue
Neighbors Serving Neighbors since 1948
Date: 23 February 2010
To: Lawrence Strickling, Assistant Sec. for Communications & Information
Nat. Telecommunications & Information Administration
US Dept. of Commerce, 1401 Constitution Ave. NW, Washington DC 20230
From: Mike Harris, Chief, San Juan Co. Fire Protection District #2, Washington State
Re: Letter of support for Moran State Park regarding Broadband Infrastructure
Dear Secretary Strickling,
In my 5 years as chief of the Fire District that responds for fire and emergency medical
calls on the entire 56 square miles of Orcas Island, including Moran State Park, I see the
total lack of telecommunication service on a routine basis. Sometimes the void of
service is lethal and even when it is not it is frustration for us as providers and incredibly
anxious for our patients, property owners and friends and families of the victims. Let me
explain.
We are a remote island in the upper NW corner of Washington state within a long fly ball
of Canada. The Canadians can get here faster than our neighbors on the US Mainland!
We have no hospital and must fly off ALL serious medical patients. Without bridges to
the mainland there is no realistic hope for mutual aid for fires or any other emergency.
We are literally, on our own. Cell service is poor on a good day and non-existent over
much of the island. The frustration and lethality come from our citizens and our visitors
not being able to call for help much, if not most of the time. In fact, a cell phone call to
911 that finds a signal is more likely to be routed to Canada than to our small dispatch
center. Our residents understand this and grudgingly accept it, our visitors and tourists are
flabbergasted that they have no cell signal at all in many parts of the island including
90% of Moran State Park. As one of the largest Washington State Parks and therefore
one of the largest state parks in the nation (and with the highest and lowest elevations) it
is a common occurrence not to be able to communicate on anything other than a land
line. I have data that shows that people have died that have not been able to call for help
“inside” the park. We just want to serve our public better and hope you can help. All the
other benefits of better communications aside we simply want a way to get help coming
and a way for us to communicate what more help is needed. Having the most varied
terrain in Washington (sea level to 2400 ‘) makes our UHF radios nearly useless in the
State Park and over much of the island. Telecommunications via broadband is our most
effective and efficient way to improve that void. Without improvements tourists will
think twice about visiting an island so remote that they cannot reliably call for help. For
us, improved broadband infrastructure means better cell service and better cell signal
means better UHF signal since cell can carry radio signal and vice versa..

San Juan County Fire Protection District # 2
45 Lavender Lane- PO Box 217- Eastsound, WA 98245
Email: info@orcasfire.org
www.orcasfire.org

Orcas Island Fire & Rescue
Neighbors Serving Neighbors since 1948

Obviously I have a narrow focus about communications and therefore I have confined my
remarks to routine emergencies. However, history has taught us that if your routine
communications are less than reliable then the major events, be they terrorist, natural
disasters or otherwise, will be worse, much worse. Thank you for considering our local
issues and our state for improvements. Please call me if you have any questions. 360622-6056.

On Behalf of our Board of Fire Commissioners, our Officers our Members and most of
all, our Citizens, thank you for your efforts on these much needed improvements to
communications.
Most Sincerely,

Mike Harris, Chief

San Juan County Fire Protection District # 2
45 Lavender Lane- PO Box 217- Eastsound, WA 98245
Email: info@orcasfire.org
www.orcasfire.org

March 1st, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:

Moran State Park is a significant component of the economy on Orcas Island, but the absence of broadband
technology limits services the visitors might access while visiting Orcas.
Our society has become use to having the world at their fingertips through their blackberry, laptop or iphone
and that option is simply not available in most of the park. It may not be a necessity, but it would surely be
convenient for visitors. Visitors might be encouraged to say longer in the park if they had the ability to stay
connected with the office or home. There is an economic benefit for the park and the community.
Broadband would be a helpful application for natural and historical educational use. To find a rare or unknown
plant and have the ability to either mark its location or look up what has been found would be a tremendous
asset to educators, interpretive specialists and the curious hiker.
Broadband service in the park would allow us to provide real time educational sessions from the park in the
interpretive center. It would also provide a benefit to the traveling public.
Most importantly, broadband technology would also provide increase the capability of emergency response
teams. Currently there are only landline emergency phones in the park. Broadband technology would allow
emergency services to obtain more information and crucial assistance in an urgent situation.
Broadband in Moran State park would simply be keeping up with the times, but only if one wanted to do so.
Sincerely,
Michel Vekved, President
Friends of Moran State Park
www.friendsofmoran.com

FRIENDS OF MORAN STATE PARK P.O. BOX 1961 EASTSOUND, WASHINGTON 98245

3110 Judson Street PMB#99 • Gig Harbor, WA 98335
• info@harborwildwatch.org (253) 514-0187
www.harborwildwatch.org

February 19, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
My name is Rebecca Mullen and I am the Environmental Program Director for the non-profit organization,
Harbor WildWatch. This letter is written in the support that Penrose State Park and Joemma State Park,
of Washington State be awarded (BTOP) funding to provide their remote locales with Broadband access.
Our organization has for the past three years visited these state parks on a regular basis, bringing our
marine science/environmental education programs to their beaches. We aid the Rangers in educating
tourists and the local stakeholders on the importance and value of the second largest estuarine ecosystem
in the U.S., Puget Sound. Our mission is to inspire stewardship of this pivotal natural resource. Our
organization delivers hands-on, interpretive instructional programs to numerous schools, district-wide and
utilizes these parks to carry out our 5th-8th grade Jr. Naturalist program. I have found not having a
broadband signal at the park to be very inefficient for coordination between the school classes and our
programs and it would assist us and the rangers in bringing marine education into more classrooms if we
could apply real-time applications directly from the park beaches. This year will be especially devastating
for marine education without live-streaming, as schools have no budgets to bring the kids to the parks.
Harbor WildWatch would like our Jr. Naturalists to participate in nature-mapping this year, which is a
citizen-science based database collection and exchange system for university research and government
agency tracking, i.e. NOAA, WDFW, EPA. This activity would be much more efficient and there would be
less risk of data mistakes if it could be transmitted immediately from the beach, rather than recording
data repeatedly for later transference at another local.
Joemma and Penrose State Parks could play a vital role in disaster preparedness/relief for the numerous
small and underserved communities surrounding them with the aid of Broadband. Hospitals are a
distance from these parks. Cell phone services in the area are quite spotty. This is not a good
combination with children at the parks. This area is also prone to earthquakes. Park access to broadband
would greatly enhance the ability of park personnel to communicate faster with local law enforcement and
emergency personnel and allow the parks to be used as staging areas for disaster management if needed.
Good Luck in successfully acquiring this important broadband application,
Rebecca Mullen

Rebecca Mullen
Environmental Program Director
Harbor WildWatch
3110 Judson St. PMB #99
Gig Harbor, WA. 98335
rebecca@harborwildwatch.org

February 21, 2010

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling,
Working for the school system on the Peninsula, I've had first-hand experience with
taking groups of students to the parks as a class exercise. A couple of years ago we
took a group of KPMS students out to Penrose Park for the lowest tide. We had the
students investigate what they could see and record the information in little notebooks.
This class is an important part of our science program, and aids our kids as the future
generations, to be able to understand the delicate ecosystem we have in the tide pools
and surrounding areas. This has helped the students obtain the respect needed to keep
the local resources safe, while guaranteeing that we will always have our beautiful
beaches, and parks.
Now that we have the possibility of accessing Broadband at the parks is a huge benefit
to the education of our area. The possibilities are endless. It would be great to go out
and set up the computers, have the students go and make their discoveries, then come
and record them on the web. There could even be set programs that could be accessed
by anyone wanting to learn more about the local areas.
So, from what I can see the benefits far outweigh the cons.

Ramona Hensley
PHS Band Boosters President
253-853-4074
Para-educator, Peninsula High School
14105 Purdy Drive NW Gig Harbor, WA 98332
Phone:(253) 530-4400
Fax:(253) 530-4420

Date: 23 February 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
My name is Edward Jones, I am the current President of the Retired Chief Petty Officer Association
(RCPOA). We are a nonprofit organization of retired Chief Petty Officers of the United States Navy with
an active role of over one hundred and fifty members, with our head quarters located at Naval Air
Station Whidbey Island, Oak Harbor, Washington.
For the past several years we have enjoyed a partnership with Rasar State Park where we typically
enjoy at least five major organized camping retreats a year with as many as twenty members and their
families each time and several other smaller outings to include camping, day use and hiking of the parks
many trails. Usually two major camping trips planned each year involve a “working” weekend where
we volunteer our time to help with some general duties of the park, such as site cleanup, trail
maintenance, basic construction, landscaping, brush clearing and other similar activities in order to get
the park ready for the up coming season of heavy park use. We’ve adopted this park for many reasons
including the beautiful scenery, wellkept park and facilities, great staff, natural location of the park to
the Skagit River and surrounding mountains.
Unfortunately like all things that seem to good to be true there is one problem with the paradise that is
Rasar State Park, and that would be the lack of broadband access. The same natural beauty of the
mountains and isolation that lures folks to this park is also the cause of the lack of broadband and
cellular services. A growing concern in this technically advanced culture is the lack of connectivity to
the outside world; many of us have facets of our lives that require near continuous communication.
Even going a couple of days without this service can cause great concern and distract from the
enjoyment that the park has to offer.
Not only is the lack of broadband a problem but this same area has very spotted cellular services as well
which causes concern with the availability of emergency services if required. Broadband would allow
all of the parks patrons the ability to access it. Resulting in a secure feeling that in the event of an
emergency situation whether it is medical, fire, law enforcement or other valuable services, help would
be able to be reached and dispatched immediately. Also the availability of Broadband would allow the
patrons of the park to extend their stay with the knowledge that they can reach whomever they need to
whether it be friends, family, work, or business. In turn this would help the local community as well, as
inevitably more supplies would be needed, the urge of greater exploration of the immediate area and
the occasional desire to sample the local eateries and shops would contribute to the local economy.
In short, this is a fabulous park that offers almost everything that visitors could ask for with the
exception of broadband. By adding this to the parks attractions, it would truly make Rasar State Park a
little piece of paradise.
Sincerely,
Edward L. Jones
President, Retired Chief Petty Officer Association.
Branch No. 1 P.O. Box 491
Oak Harbor, Wa 98277
enljones@yahoo.com

February 25, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communication and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U. S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington D.C. 20230
Dear Secretary Strickling:
As Camp Hosts for the past 4 years at Rasar State Park we continually
receive inquiries from customers regarding the availability of internet
access. In most cases we refer them to the local library, which is 8-10 miles
away.
We are presently hosting in a County RV park that does have internet access
through their WiFi system. I would estimate that 80% of the customers
come to this park because they can access the internet. This, in turn,
provides a positive impact on the local merchants, most of whom rely heavily
on park visitors to maintain their business. In a small community the park is
a major contributor to the health of the local area.
Easy access to the internet is a big draw for travelers, as well as vacationers
who plan to stay a while. More people are conducting business while on the
road than ever before. Thus, the ability to access the internet becomes a
major factor in their decision as to where to stop for the night, or where to
vacation for a longer period of time.
Internet access in the Park would provide the local community access to the
internet while visiting the Day Use area, provide a valuable service to Park
visitors who stay to vacation, and allow large groups that use the Group
Camps (i.e.: churches, businesses, family reunions, etc.) to maintain outside
communication without relying on cell phones, which provide spotty service,
at best.
Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to provide our thoughts
regarding these issues.
Sincerely,
Joe and Shari Blackwood
401 E. 8th St.
Ste. 214-205
Sioux Falls, SD 57103
e-mail: jsnss1213@Yahoo.com

ount St. Helens
COWLITZ COUNTY TOURISM BUREAU

March 2, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:

As the director of the Cowlitz County Tourism Bureau, I assist the communities of Cowlitz
County in marketing Mount St. Helens and the region for the continued interest of visitors to our
area. I have worked in this position for the last ten years, much of which has been in close
partnership with Seaquest State Park and the Silver Lake Visitor Center.
Due to the lack of broadband access, there are many negative effects on the region. First, park
users are accustomed to better, faster, more comprehensive technology than is available and used
in parks for education, interpretation and resource management. Second, the local state park is
integral to our community's economic viability, but the absence of broadband limits visitors and
economic opportunities. Third, the local state park provides access to history and natural
resources of the area but access and presentation of this important information is restricted and
slow.
More importantly than the negative, there are several reasons why having broadband access in
state parks would be invaluable for visitors, employees and the surrounding communities.
Positive impacts educationally would include better service that would improve and expand the
educational and interpretive services the parks offer. Local community schools would have realtime programming for their park classrooms. Positive financial and business impacts would
include: faster, safer connections for increased efficiencies in exchanging everyday business
information; emergency or urgent messages through broadband access would provide economic
stimulus to the businesses and services of the local community. Specifically for tourism, more
people will stay longer because of the ability to connect to work and home. When the parks
succeed the local community is successful.

105 Minor Road, Kelso, WA 98626
Phone: 360.577.3137
Fax: 360.578.2660
www.visitmtsthelens.com

Please consider the preceding points in making your decision, the community and the tourism
industry would benefit greatly from this addition to our State Parks. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely,

c/~J
Mark Plotkin

SEAQUEST STATE PARK
3030 Spirit Lake Hwy
Castle Rock WA 98611

02-28-2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling,
I am writing on behalf of Seaquest State Park in Castle Rock in support of the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP). I have been a Park Ranger for the past 10
years of which the past three have been at Seaquest. For years, this park has sporadically
obtained the internet through a dial up server. The “internet” was obtained through the
agency E-mail system that I had to circumvent to get online. This method is discouraged
because it ties up a network server for long periods of time. Very recently we have been
lucky enough to have high speed internet installed at our park computer.
The difference between the two is night and day. With dial up, so much time had been
wasted waiting for information to download and many internet connection losses. It was
not an efficient use of time, and ultimately, a waste of state resources and money. On the
contrary, the high speed internet has allowed fast and efficient data and E-mail transfer,
and the ability to quickly access and find pertinent and reliable information to
troubleshoot everyday problems that arise at the Park
In parks, we have many problems that arise and need immediate attention. The internet is
an amazing source of information to help create solutions for a variety of issues in a
timely and efficient manner. For example, we had ordered some ADA shower seats that
arrived without any instructions on the proper installation method. Using the info on the
box we were able to visit the manufacturer web site and download technical information
on the proper installation of these shower seats. In the past this would have involved (in
the best case scenario); a call to the company, a discussion on regulations to install,
perhaps faxing of the installation instructions, and the associated time to collect all the
information to obtain the phone number and person to contact. I have done this many
times and it rarely results in an immediate answer, it usually involves several days of
“phone tag” to finally get the information needed.
I feel the greatest thing about the high speed internet connection is the ability to quickly
obtain information and/or forms to allow us to do our job more quickly and efficiently. I
am able to access purchasing information on our mandatory state contracts. That saves
me from making an inadvertent purchasing violation, and saves me from having to make
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a phone call to HQ to clarify contracts. I was recently able to complete and submit a
building permit for Cowlitz County via internet. Before, I would have to drive to the
county building and planning department and obtain the form, fill it out and return it.
That was very time consuming and unproductive. I can now use the internet to access
information and provide relevant facts and information to Seaquest visitors such as the
conditions on the road up to the mountain, thanks to the speed and efficiency of a high
speed connection.
In conclusion, high speed internet access to Seaquest State Park has been very beneficial.
It allows quick and accurate information gathering to benefit both the public that visits
the park, and a resource tool for staff to use time efficiently and effectively. Since, we
have recently acquired high speed access at Seaquest, we have utilized it for a variety of
fact finding and problem solving issues. It has decreased the amount of time needed to
get answers or information, thus increasing productivity and allow us to get more
accomplished in a shorter time. I hope you consider including Washington State Parks in
your program.

Thank you for your consideration
Thomas Fisher

seaquest@parks,wa,gov
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March 2, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
Our families reside in the urban area of Northshore where St. Edward State Park is
located. We have enjoyed the Park facilities since it was purchased in the l980s. In
addition, for the past ten years we have rented the vacation houses at Fort Flagler/Fort
Worden State Parks near Port Townsend and on Marrowstone Island. We are familiar
with the State Parks system. These State Park facilities are of historical significance to
our state and nationally.
We are writing in support of the broadband access grant application for State Park
facilities. This will put them on par with other state agencies. It will also provide much
needed access to these facilities. It will enable the Parks to expand public access
knowledge to the many services they provide. For example, St. Edward State Park
includes a swimming pool, a gymnasium, a large playground facility, rental facilities in
the seminary building, and environmental education programs, as well as many miles of
nature trails and shoreline access to Lake Washington. The broadband service would
allow the park to establish a website with information about these facilities, directions,
information on trail routes, rental availability, history of the area as well as general use
information.
Fort Flagler State Park currently does not provide information on rental house
availability, or booking information on line. This service would be of great benefit to the
public .
We encourage you to consider the Washington State Parks for the Department of
Commerce Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BT0P).
Sincerely,
Knut and Ann Aagaard
16524 l04th Ave. N.E.
Bothell,WA. 98011

February 25, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave NW
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary Strickling:
I am writing in support of Washington State Parks’ application for broadband technology
infrastructure. I am the pastor of Seattle’s Roman Catholic Cathedral. My connection to
St. Edward’s State Park is a long one, and goes back to the 1950s when I was a student at
the seminary. I continue to be committed to making St. Edward’s State Park the best it
can be.
As you know, Broadband access will be a great advantage to the park in many ways.
Faster, better connections make things more efficient in general, and better service would
greatly expand the educational and interpretive services the park is able to offer.
Broadband will provide economic stimulus to local businesses, and greatly increase
safety in case of emergency or natural disaster. Broadband access will make the park
more appealing to visitors, who will be encouraged to stay longer. The broadband access
will also provide help for low income, reduced income, or homeless people for whom
free internet access is a vital necessity.
Park users today are accustomed to better, faster, more comprehensive technology. St.
Edward’s State Park would benefit significantly from improvements in this area.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Very Reverend Michael G. Ryan
Pastor

804 Ninth Avenue | Seattle, Washington 98104 | 206-622-3559 phone | 206-622-53030 fax

February 25, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
Re: Support for improved broadband access at Saint Edward State Park, Kenmore WA
I’ve been a resident of south Kenmore and near neighbor of Saint Edward State Park (SESP) since
1987, and an active member in the community in the following areas:







Citizen member on the Kenmore Economic Development Advisory Committee
2008-2009 (SESP is within Kenmore’s boundaries)
Citizen member of the King County LakePointe Citizen Advisory Task Force
1994-1998 (a 50 acre industrial site zoned for mixed use, approximately 2 miles
from Saint Edward State Park. Permits continue to be extended, pending an
appropriate economy suitable for development).
McDonald Highlands Homeowners Association, Governance committee
1991-1995, 2006 to current (58 home community adjacent to SESP)
Parent booster of youth sports including Northshore Youth Basket Ball, and
Inglemoor High School Swim and Dive Team (a 15 year use group of SESP’s Carole Ann Wald
Memorial Pool)
Active with Friends of Saint Edward Park (FoSEP), a nonprofit citizen group which works to
enhance the public’s user experience.

Saint Edward State Park is a wonderful 300+ acre regional resource with tremendous potential, but is
in need of multi-agency facility and infrastructure investment, renovation, and developmental.
Broadband improved availability is much needed.






Park users are accustomed to better, faster more comprehensive technology than is available
and used in parks for education, interpretation and resources management
Data collection, processing and transfer is slow and limited reducing or eliminating park sites
from participating in research, documentation and exchange of data.
The local State Park is integral to our community's economic viability but the absence of
broadband limits visitors and economic opportunities.
The local State Park provides access to history and natural resources of the area but access
and presentation of this important information is too restricted and slow.

The State of Washington, with eye to assist with economic development prospects has undertaken
Phase 1 of it’s Seminary building stabilization plan. Phase 2 and 3 await an improved economic
horizon.
Immediate safety, commercial and development opportunities on many levels could be enhanced with
the availability of broadband.










Provide economic stimulus to the businesses and services of the local community
Better service would improve and expand the educational and interpretive services the parks
offer.
Improved Safety Services including the ability to tap into the local law enforcement information
and dispatch centers which links to real time with photos, license information, and history.
On-line required training which allows more time for park personnel to be in the park (less
travel time to training center).
Homeland security link in real time which is beneficial for security.
Timely incident reporting which will assists with risk analysis and potentially could reduce
additional visitor injury.
Natural disaster – large number of people do not clog the line.
More people will stay longer because the visitor can connect to work and home. When the
parks succeed the local community is successful.
Education and Interpretation programs: Local community/school have real time programming
with their park classrooms

Sincerely,
William C. Leak wcleak@hotmail.com
15102 – 64th Court NE
Kenmore WA 98028

March 1, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
US Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Lawrence Strickling,
I have been part of the Bothell/Kenmore community for 20 years. I have raised my children here and
been involved in the local community through schools, scouting and church. My Husband and I
own a small independent pizzeria in the Finn Hill area. I am a member of the group, “Friends for St
Edward State Park’ and have worked several years on the preservation of the State Park’s historical
buildings and the protection of its Pacific Northwest woodlands and animals. As an amateur history buff,
I was one of many local citizens who coordinated our efforts to complete the federal paperwork and
research necessary to place the St Edward Seminary/St Edward State Park on the National Register of
Historic Places.
My Husband has been in the ‘computer business’ for most his years and currently is an admin.
programmer for AT&T. I have been involved in the quality of education and recreation for children and
accessibility to information and experiences (ie field trips) to enhance what they are learning. I support
computers as a means of education and information. As an amateur historian, I have been able to link
with other historic groups and access state and federal information. While I was researching my family
tree, I came across a site in North Carolina and was able to email and phone the local historian who
researched several old county registers while we conversed. Communication and access to information
will further the education of everybody; pass unhindered through walls and bureaucracy and help
Further the goals of democracy for the world.
I am a member of MOHAI and Burke museum. I have a degree in biological sciences with some biochem.
I keep up on what is happening through science magazines and the internet. There is a disparity
between the haves and have-nots. It is not just the food they eat and vacations; it is the quality of their
education. Public education should be door of opportunity for all people but if the public schools are
poorly Equipment with mediocre teachers and lack of computers, science labs and modern equipment,
there is little to excite the students’ minds or keep their interest.
As a supporter of St Edward State Park, I would like to share my Big Dream. Besides the present needs of
the State Park for enhanced communications for administrative and security purposes, it would be great
to have that link to the rest of the world for the community. Some day the St Edward Seminary building
will again be a center of education. A community based center for classes, indoors and outdoors, for
meetings, for social outreach and perhaps containing a museum about the Pacific Northwest.
Sincerely,
Janice Gerrish
7651 NE 140th Place
Bothell, WA 98011
Email: janiceg@pizzawrks.com

-----Original Message----From: viscount@comcast.net [mailto:viscount@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, March 01, 2010 6:16 AM
To: French, Jim (PARKS)
Subject: St Ed's Park & broadband

Mr French
My family and I play and hike in St Ed's all the time. I believe bringing in
broadband could only enhance the park's use for community activities and
personal interests. I hope you are successful in obtaining the federal grant.
Jeanine Viscount

February 25, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
I’m the office manager for Northshore Youth Soccer Association (NYSA). NYSA has
almost 5,000 kids participating in its various soccer programs from recreational
soccer to select soccer to premier soccer. NYSA has been serving the Northshore
School District area, which includes the cities of Woodinville, Bothell, and Kenmore in
Washington State, for nearly 40 years.
Saint Edwards State Park is one of the areas that NYSA uses for soccer practices and
games in the summer and fall.
Having broadband access at Saint Edwards State Park is not going to directly impact
NYSA and its members regarding playing soccer there. However indirectly it could
impact NYSA and its members by dramatically improving the park.
With broadband access, the park could attract more visitors and users for its current
programs and, more importantly, future programs. Increased visitors and users
would mean an increase in revenue, which would lead to park improvements. One of
the park improvements could be improving the grass fields that NYSA uses for
practices and games.
Additional visitors and users to Saint Edwards State Park would also provide an
economic boost to the city of Kenmore businesses around Saint Edwards State Park.
Saint Edwards State Park has the potential to go from being a decent state park to a
fantastic state park. It is located on the shores of Lake Washington with an indoor
swimming pool, soccer/baseball fields, old monastery buildings, and acres of
surrounding woodlands.
It just needs lots of money for renovation and
improvement. Broadband access could be one of the pieces that helps transform
Saint Edwards State Park.
Sincerely,
Joey Wyrick
NYSA Office Manager
office@northshoresoccer.org
www.northshoresoccer.org

th

12810 NE 178 Street, Suite 202, Woodinville, WA 98072 425 486-5106

Date: Wed, Mar 3rd, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
I am a concerned citizen of King County and used to swim at St. Edward's pool,
including walking around the park for the last 10 years. I think buying a house makes
one get involved in special places in the community. This is a peaceful and beautiful
place, near the water, that needs to be kept that way, so we can continue to see eagles
and have a quiet place to walk. I have met many others, who also enjoy this park.
We need to keep parks near the cities of Seattle and surrounding area, so we don't have
to drive to only the Cascades to get in some quiet recreation and see wildlife.
Perhaps many people could get an internet connection at the park because many places
still in WA. State do not have internet and some libraries hours have been cut.
Good Luck, Best of Luck, I hope the broadband application is successful…
Sincerely,
Kristin Meijer
14830 -119th AVE NE, Kirkland, WA 98034
kristinmeijer@comcast.net

25 February 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Mr. Strickling:
I am writing in support of Washington State Parks receiving funding for the competitive Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program. From strictly a business perspective, it is vital for state parks to
stay current on basic technological advances. With society continuing to be more connected state parks
having broadband access and possibly having the ability to serve an unserved or underserved area would
only help increase state park usage.

From a safety perspective; the ability to have law enforcement agencies and emergency responder to
quickly communicate and share pertinent data will save lives, and provide greater protection to those
people who love to share in the beautiful natural resources that state parks are entrusted to preserve.
Thank you for considering Washington State Parks for the BTOP.

Sincerely,

Jason Presser
Branch Manager
Ridgefield Branch
Columbia Credit Union
360-891-4183
jasonp@columbiacu.org

P.O. Box 324

•

Vancouver, WA 98666

•

360.891.4000

•

800.699.4009

•

Fax 360.619.3201

•

www.columbiacu.org

March 22, 2010
Rob Kopp
Northwest Open Access Network
5802 Overlook Ave NE
Tacoma, WA 98422
RE: Rural Fiber Deployment/Round 2
Dear Rob,
I am writing this letter to show Utility Technologies commitment and support for NoaNet’s proposed
Rural Fiber Deployment throughout the State of Washington.
We currently have construction shops in close proximity both to the Western and North Eastern routes
that you are proposing. Furthermore, having been involved in outside plant construction throughout
the Pacific Northwest for over 20 years and we are familiar with the terrain and working conditions that
will be present in all of the sections that you are proposing. We have completed projects in Port
Angeles, Jefferson County, Kitsap County and worked in the Tonasket and Ione areas as well.
Utility Technologies has a proven track record for completing projects of this magnitude with
unmatched quality and on‐time completions. Just last year we completed a 350 mile fiber interconnect
between Wasilla and Fairbanks, Alaska in the allotted 12 month period. This project was very similar to
the project that you are proposing.
Utility Technologies has resources readily available to begin construction immediately upon a notice to
proceed. We have retained quality supervision and operators despite the current economic downturn.
This project will require us to supplement our current employee base by adding additional 50 or more
employees. We have retained contact information of the employees that we had to lay off over the past
8 months; this would allow us to gear up quickly by bringing back former qualified employees familiar
with this type of work. Having been established in the Northwest for over 20 years will also help us hire
the needed new‐hire apprentices to train and grow with our company. We currently have a sufficient
line of credit with our current bank that allows us to quickly purchase equipment to supplement our
current assets to meet the equipment needs of this project.
We would like to thank you for the opportunity to be involved in your project. We believe that we
would be an asset to NoaNet in bringing this project to completion within the 2 year time frame.

Sincerely,
Kevin Schenck
President, Utility Technologies Inc.

Washington State operates one of the oldest, largest and most diverse state park systems in the nation
Recording nearly 40 million annual visits,1 the 120 State Park sites offer public access to the breadth of the
state’s natural, historic, cultural and recreational resources As the State Park system reaches its 100 birthday
in this State, its relevance only grows. Because of their rural locations, broad-based clientele and exceptional
rapport with community partners, Washington State Parks are ideal locations to serve as vital links in
distributing broadband service to underserved and un-served areas in the state.
State parks are located throughout the state and are often rustic and remote retreats. The parks are rich in
natural, historic and cultural resources however; they lack infrastructure and technologies of modern society.
Park customers have migrated to the Internet for information and expect high speed transmissions as they
visit state parks. Providing high speed Internet at the state parks will satisfy customer demand, to stay in
touch with friends, family and provide internet based interpretive programs. It will provide links to
community programs and services. It will allow students and adult groups using environmental learning
centers to share their educational experiences with their communities and far beyond. This improved service
will potentially increase the number and length of visits, improve local economies and put people to work. It
brings infrastructure into areas that may make it more economical for business to connect.
In 2008, a statistically value survey estimated that over 50 percent of Washington State’s residents had
visited a state park within the past two years.
46 percent of visitors to the state parks said they owned a laptop computer.
56 percent of the park visitors responded that a lack of information was a constraint on their visit to a
state park.
47 percent of visitors said that having educational and interpretive information available was very
important.
According to a 2002 Dean Runyan Associates report, the total annual direct impact of Washington State
Parks is approximately $1.1 billion – a quarter of the outdoor recreation sector in the state. Trips to state
parks generate about $34 million in state tax receipts. State Parks are the local economic engine for many
remote localities and the park visitor keeps the local businesses in operation.
State parks connect people to their state’s natural, cultural, historic and recreational resources. Its’ appeal
and relevance to the general population recognized by business and community leaders who see their local
state park as a gathering place for community events. It provides the venue that would not otherwise be
available. State parks are used for many uses including, staging areas for natural and manmade disasters (oil
spills) since they are near rivers, forests, Puget Sound and volatile geologic formations. Parks are often
viewed as small cities providing recreation, education, safety, sanitary conditions as well as a way to connect
to the environment. The one thing that is lacking to provide the complete package is a good communication
network.. For the safety of neighboring communities it would be extremely beneficial for State Parks to
have broadband access to better help at a time of disaster Communities are reliant on their local park for
economic stimulus ,an access point to the statewide network of safety services and educational opportunities
for historical, natural and cultural resources of their communities.
The lack of Broadband access and limited ability to communicate with the rest of the world is an obstacle to
meeting customer expectations and a significant drawback to vulnerable populations with special needs or
health problems. The current slow, limited bandwidth available to parks and neighboring communities is
very inefficient for coordination between the park resources and school classes, medial assistance, public
safety agencies, eco-tourism businesses, and other service providers. Access to broadband would assist
educational partners bringing nature, history and marine education into more classrooms and apply real-time
applications directly from the park sites. Live-streaming to schools that have no budgets to bring the kids to
the parks would greatly expand educational opportunities. Broadband access would support citizen-science
1

Total Attendance for CY 2009 39,343,655 as submitted in 11/09 to NASPD Annual Information Exchange

based database collection and exchange system for the significant university research and government
agency resources tracking such as the work being done to study and protect Puget Sound.

Introduction
North Sky Communications, Inc. (North Sky) is a specialty telecommunications construction
company with over 25 years of experience. Our home base of operations is Vancouver,
Washington; with several satellite offices located in the Pacific Northwest and National Project
Offices. North Sky Communications, Inc. was formed in April of 1990 by the joining together of
Sky Antenna Systems, Inc. and North Pacific Utility Contractors, Inc. Sky Antenna, established in
1980, was an installation and aerial construction company for both CATV and telephone, while
North Pacific concentrated on CATV and telephone underground development. The merger was a
natural joining of two respected and ambitious Northwest companies, offering a full range of
communications construction and installation services.
In July of 1999, North Sky became a subsidiary of Quanta Services, a national utility construction
cooperative that is traded on the New York Stock Exchange. The trading symbol for Quanta on the NYSE
is PWR. The merger with Quanta Services has allowed greater US coverage, as well as diversifying our
abilities in the utility construction field, while expanding the company’s capital resources.

Contact Information
Mailing Address:
North Sky Communications, Inc.
P.O. Box 87550
Vancouver, WA 98687
Physical Address:
North Sky Communications, Inc.
11818 SE Mill Plain Blvd #410
Vancouver, WA 98684
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Rodney Kuenzi
President
360-254-6920
rkuenzi@northskycomm.com

Financial Strength
North Sky Communications, Inc. is a highly successful and stable company with solid operations and a
strong financial position. Being a part of Quanta Services gives North Sky the financial backing and
professional leadership to grow within our immediate region and to expand into new markets. A key
component of North Sky’s expansion strategy has been and will continue to be a focus on organic growth
and identifying new and existing potential in our current geographical area.
Financial Highlights:





Strong operating performance – year after year.
Average Annual Revenue for the past three years - $46.3 Million
See attached Annual Report
Bonding capacity in excess of $50 Million per project.

Operations:
*

Headquarters:

11818 SE Mill Plain Blvd., Suite 410
P.O. Box 87550
Vancouver, WA 98687
Phone: (360) 254-6920
Fax: (360) 254-5097

*

Washington Construction Operations:

5931 238th Street SE
Woodinville, WA 98072
Phone: (425) 481-0979
Fax: (425) 481-0306

*

Oregon Construction Operations:

10860 Clutter Road
Sherwood, OR 97140
Phone: (503) 647-9991
Fax: (503) 647-9971

*

Satellite Offices:

2025 East Shady Grove Road
Suite 100
Irving, TX 75060
Customer: Verizon

Employee Base:
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North Sky Communications, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, national origin, gender, or age. The following represents our workforce during the second
quarter of 2009 and minorities are represented in over one-third of the company positions:

188 Total Employees
4
American Indian – 4 Males
3
Asian/Pacific Islander – 2 Male, 1 Female
1
African American – 1 Male
47
Hispanic – 44 Male, 3 Female
126
Caucasian – 114 Male, 12 Female
1
Two or more races –1 Male
5
Choose not to be Identified, 5 Male
Cost Controls:
North Sky has extensive experience with Lump Sum, Hourly Based (Time & Equipment) and Unit-Based
contracts. Our Accounting Department tracks both employee hours (based on GCPUD approved time cards)
and equipment usage against the individual project budgets. Our Project Managers have this information
available online to perform tracking at the project site.
Current Licenses:
•
•
•
•
•

Certificate of Registration
Unified Business Identifier (UBI)
Industrial Insurance Coverage Modification Factor
Employment Security Department
Washington Excise Tax Registration

NORTHSC958NE______
601 973 572___________
.7269________________*
251,992-01
601 973 572

*
Due to the overall success of our Safety Program the Washington State EMR for 2010 will be .5979,
an 18% decrease from 2009.
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General Qualifications
North Sky Communications, Inc. is one of the largest and most specialized professional service construction
firms in the Pacific Northwest. We specialize in full fiber optic turnkey solutions from conception to final
in-home installations. Our services start with planning, fielding, designing, permitting, and scheduling and
follow through with construction, splicing, testing, provisioning, installation, and final documentation.
Our core strength is the ability to meet a client’s immediate needs in existing markets, as well as expansion
into new markets. North Sky has the ability to draw from the very best of our local management staff and
craft employees, and, when necessary, North Sky has the ability to draw from the resources of over forty
operating companies (approximately 14,000 employees) within Quanta Services, Inc.

Below is a map depicting the current North Sky Communications, Inc. coverage area and the national coverage of
Quanta Services, Inc.:
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Client List & Equivalent Project & Services Descriptions

Molalla Communications
FTTH Construction – Molalla, OR
Lance Eves / OSP Manager
(503) 829-1140
Email: lance@molalla.com
The North Sky Construction Team was selected to construct a city-wide FTTH project that consisted of path creation, fiber
placement, fiber splicing, testing & customer installs to approximately 3,000 homes passed. The project started in March of 2008
and was completed in October of 2008.

Contract Value:

$4,100,000

Ledcor Technical Services
FTTH Construction - Reedsport, Myrtle Point & Coquille, OR
Iain Morris
Vice President – US Operations
(604) 699-2951
Email: Iain.Morris@ledcor.com
North Sky built a combination of buried/aerial construction along with customer installs.
Contract Value:

$750,000

Verizon Services Corporation
FIOS Build – Northwest Region
Steve Peter, Contracts Manager
(425) 261-6630
Email: speter@verizon.com
The North Sky Construction Team was selected to construct a city by city FTTH initiative in Washington and Oregon. This
project required crews to directional drill, trench, pull fiber cable, splice and test fiber cables, perform structured wiring in MDU
complexes & customer installs. This project required our management staff to maintain an average of 8,000 to 10,000 feet of
construction pathway per week. This project started in January of 2005 and is currently in progress.

Contract Value:
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$1,500,000 per month

North State Telephone Co.
FTTH Build – Dufur Or.
Stephen Schweitzer / OSP Manager
(541) 932-4411
Email: otcplant@ortelco.net
The North Sky Construction Team was selected to construct approximately 43 miles of fiber cables connecting rural customers in
the Mt. Vernon, OR exchanges. This project required rock trenching, rock drilling, plowing and fiber drop placement. The project
started in May of 2007 and was completed in January of 2008.

Contract Value:

$3,200,000

Cascade Networks
Brian Magnuson
Owner/FTTP Operator
(360) 414-5990
Email: brian@CNI.net
The North Sky Team has provided and installed over 100 miles of fiber cable to municipalities, school districts, and businesses in
Woodland, Kalama, Longview, Kelso, and Castle Rock, Washington. These individual projects started in March of 2002 and is
ongoing.

Contract Value:

$750,000

Job to date

Tullahoma Utilities Board
Brian Skelton, General Manager
(931) 571-7102
The North Sky Team installed aerial/underground drops and Triple Play Installations to over 1,700 homes. This project started in
July of 2008 and is currently in progress.

Contract Value:
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$800,000

Job to date

Verizon Services Corporation
FIOS - Multi-Dwelling (MDU) Turn Key Project
Thomas C. Clark, Project Manager – Texas
(972) 318-5284
Email: thomas.c.clark@verizon.com
The North Sky MDU and Installation Team were selected to perform turn key services on the Multi-Dwelling Units. To date the
North Sky crews have placed over 30,000 fiber drops from the exterior FDT to the individual living units throughout the Dallas
Metro Area. These services included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Marketing & Sales
Pre-fielding & Design
Construction of pathway and backbone routes.
Place and splice ONT units
Install residential units
Submit Test Results & As-Builts

This program started in 2005 and is currently in progress.

Contract Value:

$6,000,000

City of Wilson, NC
Gene Scott
Operations Manager
(252) 399-2305
Email: gscott@wilsonc.org
The North Sky Team completed the following tasks:
•
•
•
•

Aerial and underground Fiber Drop Installation.
Splice, test, and document.
Install 2,000 homes for Triple Play Services.
Installed AMR (smart meter) during ONT installations.

This project started in January of 2008 and was completed in December of 2008.

Contract Value:

$600,000

Additional References are available upon request.
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Support Services Organization and Capabilities
North Sky Communications, Inc. operates as an individual business unit of our parent company - Quanta
Services, Inc. (www.quantaservices.com). We have the financial backing, best in class Insurance Coverage,
best in class Safety Programs, and the most modern fleet of vehicles and equipment to compliment our
management and craft employees. Following are a few of our Support Services:
•
•
•
•

8

Safety Programs – we have an in-house Safety Manager, who is supported by the Safety
Director from our affiliate company – Potelco.
Quality Control – we monitor our QC Programs internally.
Fleet Maintenance – Fleet maintenance and purchases are coordinated through Potelco Fleet
Services. North Sky Communications, Inc. and Potelco combined have a vehicle and
equipment fleet well in excess of 2,000 units.
Training – we train internally and provide certifications where required.

