NoaNet Staff
August 5, 2009

NoaNet has 25 full-time equivalent employees. Greg Marney and Dave Spencer
are Chief Executive Officer and Treasurer/Chief Operating Officer, respectively.
NoaNet was founded in February 2000. The following are NoaNet’s key staff
members:
Greg L. Marney, Chief Executive Officer. Greg Marney has 30 years of
experience in the electric utility industry and 10 years experience in the
telecommunications industry. Mr. Marney worked for Douglas PUD for 30 years,
and retired from Douglas PUD as Assistant Manager/Distribution System
Superintendent. He held the positions of Acting Treasurer and Purchasing Agent
during his tenure at Douglas. Mr. Marney was selected as NoaNet’s CEO at its
organizational Board meeting in February, 2000. Mr. Marney earned a B.S.
degree in Business Administration from Central Washington University.
David H. Spencer, Chief Operating Officer/Treasurer. Prior to joining NoaNet
in 2000, Mr. Spencer worked for POWER Engineers, Hailey, Idaho, an
engineering, consulting and management firm focusing on information technology
and telecommunications. Prior to his work with POWER, Mr. Spencer was the
owner and Chief Executive Officer of an information technology company in
Boise, Idaho. Mr. Spencer earned a B.S. in Physics from the College of Idaho and
a masters’ degree in Operations Research from Oregon State University.
William R. Kopp, Chief Technical Officer. William Kopp’s experience in
telecommunications prior to joining NoaNet is 2000 includes work as an intern at
Amoco Mineral from 1981 through 1984, as a Sales Engineering and Project
Manager designing and implementing large scale telecommunications systems at
the ROLM Corporation (during which time the company was acquired first by
IBM and then jointly by IBM and Siemens) and as a Senior Information
Technology Consultant at POWER Engineers. Mr. Kopp earned a degree in
Digital Electronics from Boise State University in 1984.
Mike Henson, Information Security Officer/Operations Director. Prior to
joining NoaNet in 2001, Mr. Henson worked for Netigy Corporation, Sunnyvale,
CA, an engineering, consulting and management firm focusing on information
technology and telecommunications. Prior to his work with Netigy Corporation,
Mr. Henson was the technical manager for the western region telecommunications
and utilities for the Oracle Corporation in Redwood City, CA. Mr. Henson
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majored in Chemistry and Mathematics with a concentration in Physics at the
University of South Alabama.
Nick Guy: Principal Network Architect CCNP,MCSE,CCIE(w). Prior to
joining NoaNet in 2004, Mr. Guy managed Network Operations for Semaphore
Corporation, a business oriented Internet and Application Service Provider that
provided fully managed private networks and consulting services. Previously Mr.
Guy ran Network Operations for Northwest Link, an ISP with 50,000 subscribers
Mr. Guy also spend 15 years working with people with disabilities. Mr. Guy's
early college experience in mechanical engineering and liberal arts has been
augmented with various networking certifications from Microsoft and Cisco.
Tom Villani, Service Providers Executive. Mr. Villani joined the team of a small
Internet Service Provider (ISP) in early 1995 and helped develop it into a threestate regional service. Primary focus has been on business-to-business services for
more than six years, with a focus on dedicated Internet access and relations with
large organizations. Besides Internet broadband sales, the work history includes
five years as a contract administrator for military projects as well as owning a
successful small business. Mr. Villani holds a BS degree from Willamette
University.
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NoaNet Members
Benton PUD; Chelan PUD; Clallam PUD; Douglas PUD; Energy Northwest; Franklin PUD; Grant PUD;
Jefferson PUD; Kitsap PUD; Mason #3 PUD; Okanogan PUD; Pacific PUD; Pend Oreille PUD

NoaNet Board
Fred Mitchell - President;; Dave Siburg - Vice President; John Smith - Secretary;
Doug Miller - Director; Ernie Bolz - Director; John Jordan - Director; Warren Miller - Director
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P.O. Box 5000 •Vancouver, WA 98666-5000 • tel: (360) 397-6121 • www.clark.wa.gov

March 23, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
This letter of commitment is being offered in support of the Northwest Open
Access Network (NoaNet) Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
(BTOP) Round 2 Comprehensive Community Infrastructure Grant Application to
provide Broadband services from Vancouver, Washington to Washougal,
Washington. As sub-participants with NoaNet and Sawtooth Technologies, LLC,
we have reviewed the proposal and agree to these obligations with final details to
be negotiated at a later date.
Our project extends fiber optic infrastructure and equipment located at the Clark
County Regional Technology Center, located at 708 West 13th Street, eastward
out through downtown Camas, and finally connecting to the fiber serving the
Washougal School District. This grant application will support justice and public
safety entities which serve the general public, play an important role in regional
Disaster Recovery responses, as well as provide broadband services to rural and
under-served communities.
We are requesting $1,000,000 in federal funding for the BTOP project, and Clark
County’s $150,000 contribution (of the $300,000 total) to the BTOP grant will be
in the form of $50,000 cash and $100,000 in-kind contributions derived from
existing fiber optic infrastructure and equipment (yet to be valued as per
depreciation schedules), and Information Services staff consultant time for

(two-sided document)

engineering labor and design. Sawtooth Technologies, LLC agrees to contribute
$150,000 in the form of project management, secured right of ways, and in-kind
contributions from other public agencies, with the final details to be negotiated at
a later date. This arrangement will meet or exceed the 30% required matching
contribution.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully submitted,

Dave Scheuch
Director
Clark County Information Services
P.O. Box 5000
Vancouver, WA 98666-5000

3/24/2010
Brian Adams
Manager Sawtooth Technologies LLC
PO Box 857
Stevenson, WA 98648

(two-sided document)
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March 10, 2010

Jan Walsh
State Librarian
Washington State Library
Office of the Secretary of State
6880 Capitol Boulevard
Tumwater, WA 98504-2460
Greg Marney
Chief Executive Officer
Northwest Open Access Network
616 State St
Centralia, WA 98531
Dear Ms. Walsh and Mr. Marney,
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is pleased to award the Washington State Library (WSL) a
grant of $1,500,000. As the lead applicant, the Northwest Open Access Network (NoaNet) will
be submitting a proposal on March 15, 2010 to the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA) under the Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program's
(BTOP) Comprehensive Community Infrastructure funding category. We understand WSL will
be a partner in NoaNet's BTOP proposal. The foundation's grant funds are to be used to match a
portion of the BTOP project costs attributed to extending a fiber optic network to provide ultrahigh speed connections to public library facilities as community anchor institutions.
The foundation's grant is contingent on NoaNet receiving a BTOP award from NTIA and on the
execution of a grant agreement between WSL and the foundation. The grant will be paid in two
equal installments to WSL. The first payment will be disbursed shortly after NoaNet's receipt of
an official BTOP award notice, and the second and final grant payment will be disbursed
approximately one year after the first payment.

We are pleased to support WSL and NoaNet in their application to NTIA and their efforts to
meet community needs through high-quality technology and broadband Internet access in
Washington.
Sincerely,

Allan C. Golston
President
U.S. Program

Cc: Jill Nishi, Deputy Director, U.S. Libraries Initiative
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JUSTICENET
The Washington State law and justice community is helping develop a proposal, under
the name JusticeNet, for a grant submission in early 2010 to expand and extend
broadband services to law and justice organizations in unserved and underserved
communities, many in rural areas. Under the ARRA, the U.S. Commerce Department’s
National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) is conducting two
rounds of grant awards for broadband infrastructure under its Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program (BTOP). JusticeNet will be included in the response to the
second round Notice of Funds Availability (NOFA) expected to be issued by NTIA in
January.
The JusticeNet project would provide infrastructure and connectivity to enable law and
justice-related entities – courts, law enforcement agencies, clerks, prosecutors, public
defenders, civil legal aid, law libraries, and others – to enhance access to justice,
increase public safety, increase efficiency, promote better communications including
expanded capacity for real-time video communications, and enable other bandwidthintensive applications.
Some of the potential benefits from a statewide, high-speed JusticeNet include:


Conducting bail, traffic, and other hearings via streaming video.



Delivering on-demand, interactive training for judges, court personnel, public
defenders, civil legal aid and pro bono attorneys and others.



Connecting qualified interpreters in one part of the state with courts in other parts of
the state.



Connecting courthouse-based support systems with court users, including the
public, litigants and attorneys, without users having to come to the courthouse.



Providing on-demand access for the public to effective legal education.



Better integrating judicial and administrative systems both functionally and
geographically.

The project has identified entities and organizations interested in participating and has
obtained notices from them indicating their intent to participate and lists of facilities
which should be considered for broadband connection or additional broadband capacity.
In December and January a survey was conducted to gather information needed for the
grant application.
Broadband Technologies Opportunities Program
A major focus of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) is to build
broadband communications infrastructure and corresponding communications and
information delivery capacity throughout the state, especially those areas that are
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unserved or underserved with broadband capacity. A core ARRA initiative is the NTIA’s
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP), which has five core purposes:
a. To provide access to broadband service to consumers residing in unserved
areas of the country;
b. To provide improved access to broadband service to consumers residing in
underserved areas of the country;
c. To provide broadband access, education, awareness, training, equipment, and
support to community anchor institutions (e.g., schools, libraries, medical
facilities), or organizations and agencies serving vulnerable populations (e.g.,
low-income, unemployed, aged), or job-creating strategic facilities located in
state- or federally-designated economic development areas;
d. To improve access to, and use of, broadband service by public safety agencies;
and
e. To stimulate the demand for broadband, economic growth, and job creation.
For the first round, under the auspices of a Broadband Advisory Council established by
the Governor, an initial set of applications was developed and submitted in response to
a NOFA issued by NTIA in June 2009. Germane to this request was a Washington
State-based proposal led by Northwest Open Access Network (NoaNet), a not for profit
wholesale carrier operating in the state, to establish a MedicalNet and LibraryNet –
integrated, high speed broadband infrastructure systems designed to transfer real time
information, resources, training, communications, and service capacities and
applications within the medical and public library communities. This Round 1
application is in the final stages of due diligence with the NTIA reviewers.
Building on the approach outlined in the Round I NTIA proposal, and with the objective
of developing a solid Round II proposal for submission to NTIA during the first Quarter
of 2010, we have been working with NoaNet in the development of a JusticeNet
component for the Round II proposal, the essence of which will be to establish physical
high speed, broadband connections with justice system (as defined in the broadest
sense) and law enforcement related locations throughout the state of Washington, with
special emphasis on serving those rural and remote locations that lack necessary
infrastructure to carry critical justice-related technology applications.
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The Washington State JusticeNet
An Integrated Broadband Communications Network
Supporting Law Enforcement, Public Safety, the Courts
and Court Support Systems in Washington State
Throughout Washington State – in every community and in every geographic region -- thousands of
people (a large percentage of whom are poor or otherwise vulnerable) daily interface with local and
statewide civil and criminal law and justice systems. From criminal law enforcement through
victims’ rights protection; from facilitating civil justice and protection for victims of domestic
violence to ensuring that courts have the necessary information to make informed bail and
sentencing decisions; from ensuring that field law enforcement and public safety officers have
timely information about criminal and civil histories of individuals with whom they encounter to
ensuring effective access for the public to core law, justice and public safety services, there is an
increasing imperative to build and maintain infrastructure to support coordinated and integrated
broadband-based law and justice communications and information systems.
The Washington State JusticeNet will provide the infrastructure and connectivity to enable courts at
all levels (including tribal courts), administrative adjudicatory bodies, law enforcement agencies,
county clerks, prosecutors, public defenders, civil legal aid and pro bono programs, law libraries
and others to achieve a high level of both public and private connectivity – connectivity that will
enable us to carry dedicated technology applications that enhance access to justice, increase public
safety, promote better and more timely communications and information sharing between law
enforcement and state, local and tribal justice system sub-sectors (courts, judges, court clerks and
administrators, judicial information systems, etc.), expand capacity to stream real-time interactive
video communications, deliver effective training and better integrate components of the judicial and
administrative systems both functionally and geographically.
This broadband infrastructure will facilitate timely and effective intra- and inter-sector and interjurisdictional communication so that our law enforcement agencies, civil and criminal courts,
prosecutors, public defenders, legal aid providers, state and county law libraries and community and
courthouse-based public computer centers will have ready access to required high speed
applications that they need to promote and enhance public safety, ensure fair, effective and efficient
administration of justice and protect the rights and liberties of all who are subject to our legal and
justice system. Central to the JusticeNet initiative is the establishment and support of highly
interactive broadband public access capacity that will enable all residents of Washington State,
including those living in Indian Country, to have high speed access to information about their legal
rights and responsibilities, the law and justice system, how to access law enforcement agencies and
how to access necessary legal help regardless of where they live or their personal status. Sustained
public access will be made available from home and community based computers.
Lists of JusticeNet partners and specific proposed applications to be sustainably operated through
the JusticeNet are attached.

Proposed Sustainable Applications to be Supported and Maintained
Through the Washington State JusticeNet

Provide real-time, high speed, broadband connectivity between the courts,
judicial information systems and law enforcement information systems
regardless of location
Conduct bail, pretrial and other appropriate hearings via streaming video
without unnecessary transfers, travel, delay or time away from other duties or
work
Adjudicate traffic and other cases via streaming video or other internet means
without unnecessary, travel, delay or time away from other duties or work
Deliver on-demand streaming, interactive training for judges, court personnel,
public defenders, prosecutors, administrative law judges, legal aid and pro
bono attorneys and others who play critical roles in the administration of
justice
Effectively connect qualified interpreters who are physically unavailable or
who reside in one part of the state with courts and administrative tribunals in
other parts of the state
Provide on-demand access for the public, in partnership with public
community based libraries, law libraries and public computer centers, to
streaming video public legal education and “know your rights” training,
interactive form document creation and assembly systems, and other services
for members of the public and unrepresented litigants
Effectively connect courthouse based support systems (e.g., courthouse
facilitators) with court users without such users having to come to the
courthouse
Provide real-time access to assistive technologies for court and administrative
justice system users with disabilities

WASHINGTON STATE JUSTICENET PARTNERS
Washington Supreme Court
Washington Judicial Information Systems Committee
Administrative Office of the Courts
Washington State Office of Public Defense
Washington State Office of Civil Legal Aid
Washington State Office of the Attorney General
Washington State Office of Administrative Hearings
Washington State Department of Information Services
Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs
Washington State Patrol
Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys
Dispute Resolutions Centers of Washington
30 Statewide, regional and local civil legal aid programs
Washington State Alliance for Equal Justice
Legal Foundation of Washington
Washington State Access to Justice Board
Washington State Civil Legal Aid Oversight Committee
Washington State Superior Court Judges Association
Washington State District and Municipal Court Judges Association
Washington Association of County Clerks
Washington State Bar Association
Washington Defender Association
University of Washington Information School
Kalispel Tribe of Indians
Tulalip Tribe
Chehalis Tribe
Gonzaga University School of Law
Seattle University School of Law
University of Washington School of Law
NoaNet (Northwest Open Access Network)
Pacific Northwest GigaPop
Communities Connect of Washington
Washington State Law Library Association
Washington Association of County and City Information Systems

Institute for Extended Learning
Colville Center
MS 3092 * 985 S Elm St * Colville WA 99114-2662
(509) 685-2131 * (509) 279-6704 * FAX (509) 279-6780
March 10, 2010
Mr. Lawrence Strickling, Assistant Secretary
Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230
RE:

Northwest Open Access Network (NoaNet) Application
NTIA National Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP)

Dear Assistant Secretay Strickling:
Community Colleges of Spokane - Institute for Extended Learning has education centers
located in Colville, Inchelium, Ione, Newport and Republic, which are located in Stevens,
Ferry and Pend Oreille Counties in northeast Washington State. We deliver quality,
competitive educational services within our service area. We rely very heavily on highspeed telecommunication as we teach classes across geographic and distance barriers,
using interactive video connectivity, and provide essential online services to students and
the public, conduct research, and serve the region’s training needs.
So often we experience broadband-related technology issues that disrupt our service
delivery to students and the public. Having redundancy in our region’s broadband
service would certainly help resolve “down time” issues, plus provide so many other
opportunities to the area to help stabilize our local economy and create jobs.
As a college, we train people to utilize technology for all the right reasons. It is
extremely frustrating to individuals who learn to use technology and what that technology
can do to improve their lives, only to find that no fiber or broadband exists where they
live. Our region is truly rural. So many homes don’t have telephone access, let alone
broadband. And these are typically residents who need, and desire, to be gainfully
employed.
The past two years have been truly difficult for area businesses; so many have had to lay
off long-time employees. Our unemployment is high. This grant would provide the
infrastructure needed to allow currently unemployed individuals opportunity to become
entrepreneurs and to start and grow new businesses to help stabilize their lives and the
economy.

It is with these thoughts that I respectfully request your consideration of an award of a
“Northwest Open Access Network Broadband” grant to northeast Washington, allowing
for enhanced broadband infrastructure which will result in expanded services to the
region.
Sincerely,

Donna Jo Smith, Manager
Community Colleges of Spokane
Institute for Extended Learning – Colville Center

Friday, March 12, 2010.max

Friday, March 12, 2010.max

March 4, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Re:

National Telecommunications Information Administration (NTIA)
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
State of Washington Broadband Consortium
EasyGrants ID # 5376

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
On behalf of Grays Harbor College, I am pleased to support the application by the State of Washington
Broadband Consortium for funding through the NTIA Broadband Technology Opportunities Program to
expand broadband services for our state’s unserved and underserved areas. The State of Washington
Broadband Consortium has defined and developed a much needed plan to build, upgrade, extend and deliver
high-speed broadband Internet connectivity to Community Anchor locations throughout this state.
One such Community Anchor tenant is Grays Harbor College’s Columbia Education Center, located in
Ilwaco (Pacific County), Washington, and we request to be considered a participant in this program. A
primary goal of Grays Harbor College is to meet the broad educational needs of the community we serve.
Funds in this grant will enable us to provide residents of South Pacific County with greater opportunities in
education and will help support the area’s economic development and job training. Increasing access to
affordable, sustainable, and quality high speed Internet access will definitely improve the remote areas of
Washington, such as the Ilwaco area. The State’s Broadband Consortium plan and grant application has
been developed adhering to the requirements for funding under the BTOP Grant program.
Thank you for favorably considering this grant request, which could definitely make a difference in the lives
of rural Pacific County residents, served through our Columbia Education Center, which meets the criteria
for inclusion as a Community Anchor site.
Sincerely,

Ed Brewster
President

~~
'~: Northwest Justice Project
..

401 Second Ave S. Suite 407
Seattle, WA 98104
Tel. (206) 464-1519
Fax (206) 903-0526
Toll Free 1-888-201-1012
www.nwjustice.org
Cesar E. Torres
Executive Director

March 2, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230

RE:

JusticeNet Comprehensive Community Infrastructure Grant Application
NJP Colville Office

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
I write in support for the State of Washington Broadband Consortium application for
funding through the NTIA Broadband Technology Opportunities Program to expand
broadband services to the unserved and underserved area of Northeast Washington.
The Northwest Justice Project (NJP) is Washington's publicly funded legal aid program. NJP
is a not-for-profit statewide law firm that provides free civil legal assistance and
representation to low-income people and communities throughout Washington. Each year
NJP handles more than 18,000 cases benefiting more that 40,000 people in need of critical
legal assistance in cases affecting basic human needs such as family safety and security,
housing preservation, protection of income, access to health care, and education.
In keeping with our vision of equal justice for low income communities, NJP daily faces the
challenges of providing access for rural and remote communities around the state. In this
regard, NJP has gone beyond providing toll-free telephone access and has recognized the vital
importance of establishing physical offices in far flung rural communities around the state.
As with other struggling rural communities, Colville and the tri-county area served by our
office (Ferry, Stevens, & Pend Oreille) faces numerous geographic and resources challenges,
particularly for elderly, unemployed and vulnerable individuals as well as families facing
domestic violence related life safety issues.
The extension of broadband capacity to our two attorney Colville office will enhance their
ability to better utilize advocacy resources, including significantly improved videoconferencing long distance client interview capacity with domestic violence shelters or other
social service agencies in the tri-county area, as well as improved electronic access to state
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and tribal courts. In addition to direct client service enhancements, our staff will be able
to utilize the enhanced broad band capacity to better access and secure training resources and
more effectively integrate and coordinate their direct client representation effOlis with our
statewide advocacy coordination and support resources.
Increased broad band access to NJP's Coleville office will have a significant and direct benefit
to widely dispersed low income communities struggling with transportation challenges as they
try to access legal assistance to address basic human needs. Increased broad band access will
improve NJP's ability to provide essential law and justice system related services, promote the
effective administration of justice, the protection of public safety and provide greater access
to NJP law and justice related services in this northeast comer of Washington.
Thank you for your attention and consideration.
V ery tml~y~rs,
i
. ' " i.·····

(){/Ll~//

Cesar E. Torres
Executive Director

,

1502 East Lauridsen Boulevard
Port Angeles, Washington 98362
360-417-6200 • Fax 360-417-6220
tkeegan@pencol.edu

Dr. Thomas A. Keegan, President

March 4, 2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Re:

National Telecommunications Information Administration (NTIA)
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
State of Washington Broadband Consortium
EasyGrants ID # 5376

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
I am pleased to write this letter in support of the State of Washington Broadband Consortium application for funding
through the NTIA Broadband Technology Opportunities Program to expand broadband services to Washington’s
unserved and underserved areas.
The Peninsula College East Jefferson County extension site is located on the Fort Worden campus in Port
Townsend, Washington. Current technology is necessary component of being able to deliver courses and
educational materials to today’s community college student. Specifically, technology is increasingly integral to
achieving two of the College’s goals: first, to provide educational opportunities in the areas of academic transfer
professional/technical, basic skills, and continuing education; and two, to maximize student access to higher
education. Furthermore, in an effort to increase student access and success all of our classes now have an online
component. Faster, safer connections would allow students to access the full array of materials and support
necessary to achieve their educational goals.
In addition, with broadband access Peninsula College staff and faculty would themselves have access to training and
professional development opportunities which otherwise might be impossible to deliver. Online training
opportunities and information sharing for our faculty and staff place teaching and learning at the center of
institutional practice and ensure quality services to students.
Peninsula College strongly supports this application and this opportunity for East Jefferson County.
Sincerely,

Dr. Thomas A. Keegan
President

March 4, 2010

Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, D. C. 20230
Re:

National Telecommunications Information Administration (NTIA)
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
State of Washington Broadband Consortium
EasyGrants ID #5376

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:
On behalf of our community and technical college system, I am pleased to support the application by the State
of Washington Broadband Consortium for funding through the NTIA Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program to expand services for our state’s unserved and underserved areas. The State of Washington
Broadband Consortium has defined and developed a much needed plan to build, upgrade, extend and deliver
high-speed broadband Internet connectivity to community anchor locations reaching remote counties throughout
the state.
Several community and technical colleges provide access to higher education at campus extension sites in
remote areas of the state. Many citizens in these communities would not participate in postsecondary
educational or job training programs if they had to travel to the colleges’ central campuses located many miles
from their homes. Favorable consideration of this grant will enable colleges to improve and expand higher
education offerings in these communities. Increasing affordable and sustainable high speed Internet access will
also assist community hospitals and health care providers, county services, criminal justice departments, and
economic development organizations.
High speed Internet access will “bring the world” to remote areas in Washington that are isolated due to
geographic obstacles. The State’s Broadband Consortium plan and grant application have been developed
through a very thorough and collaborative approach and meet the requirements and intent of the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program. We respectfully request your consideration of our application and plan.
Approval of this grant application will support efforts to meet the urgent need for network bandwidth and
services in isolated counties in Washington.
Sincerely,

Charles N. Earl
Executive Director
Charles N. Earl, Executive Director, . 1300 Quince St SE . P.O. Box 42495 . Olympia, WA 98504-2495 . 306-704-4400 Office . 360-704-4415

To Whom it May Concern,
Our Story: In the late ’90 our little K-8 School in Brinnon, Washington took
Peninsula College, Port Angeles, Washington up on their offer to partner with
them on a distance learning program that brought 16 computers into our school.
This year, 2010, we have started our ninth year of evening technology classes for
community members. We currently have 23 adults enrolled seeking to improve
their technology skills in order to find work or start businesses or just stay
connected with family and friends.
In our work as Community Coaches in the WSU Extension Horizons Program,
we have encouraged our Horizons Communities in Rural Western Washington
to emulate the Brinnon Evening Technology classes. These Rural Communities
all have schools with computer labs that sit idle after 3PM daily. If this capacity
can be put to work with the expansion of Broadband it would have an
extraordinary impact on our ability to train people and create enterprise.
The “new” economy demands tech skills and internet access. The best
investment our Government could make to grow the economy is to “light up” as
much of America as it can. Please consider Jefferson County, Washington, and
particularly the most remote communities of Brinnon and Quilcene, as a good
place to invest your grant dollars.
Joe and Joy Baisch
WSU Horizons Community Coaches
Brinnon, Washington

March 13, 2010

Department of Commerce
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program
RIN 0660-ZA28
Re: NTIA National Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP)
Application
To Whom it may concern:
Imagine, you are a single parent, leaving your home every morning at 4AM or
staying up until 2AM so that you can study for your college degree—because
broadband is not available in your rural community and you have to connect with
east coast satellite to finish your required courses- you leave your children while
they are still in bed, they fix their own breakfast, see themselves off to school
without you—because you want to get a degree and there is no broadband in
your community that would let you study during regular hours.
WSU has a contract with broadstripe to provide 100MB of broadband for our
student courses. Last year over $6000 of our equipment burned out, our systems
went down, we can’t provide courses and our provider, Broadstripe, refused to
restore our systems. We are now forced to operate on 2MB. . .dramatically below
our contractual level, because Broadstripe refuses to provide us our contractual
service. And the parents who want to continue show up at our office at 4AM
when we can downlink courses before the internet is too slow to run programs.
WSU Jefferson County desperately needs broadband- There is no other way of
saying it- We’ve been denied the access we need. We’ve had to cancel classes
and programs. We have over 350 students trying to finish their college programs
in this rural community and daily we face the challenges of not having
broadband. We can’t connect employers with potential workforce. We have
parents going further in debt because they can only take one or two courses
instead of a full credit program on line. We have employers anxious to expand
their businesses but they can’t send complex architectural marine drawings or

manufacturing specs because we don’t have broadband. Even though we are the
home to one of the fastest growing technology companies, we’ve tried to provide
their employees degree programs on line, the company is limited in its growth
because they spend at least two days aweek with their technicians trying to
gerrymeander internet access which is inconsistent and expensive
Yes, we can keep $32,000 a year in our community for each student who can
earn a WSU degree online Yes, we need broadband to do thisYes, we could
save our local government .55cents a mile if meetings could be held on line
rather than take 3 hours to and from each meeting . Yes, we could with
broadband. Yes, we could generate jobs, new businesses, nurses, artists,
teachers, and entrepreneurs. Yes, we could save people when they have
strokes, keep our businesses viable when the ferry and then the bridge go down
and leave us isolated for months .
But instead, many of our youth are limited to 2400 Mps to do school research, to
share videos and films, to learn what the rest of the world knows. Yes we need
broadband to give these kids a chance for a future. In 2007- one of our school
districts had a sizable grant from the Gates Foundation. Guess. The school
didn’t have access to broadband or a viable internet connection so there was no
reason to install computers! No ability for students to learn internet based
research.
We at WSU have hosted Gates funded students from Korea, Tai Wan, and
Rwanda. . .all with faster internet connections than the children in rural Jefferson
County!
Yes, are we supportive of this broadband proposal. Yes, do we care for the
future of our children and their ability to work and not be sentenced to rural
poverty for the rest of their lives. Yes, we want to be able to attract high –tech,
high- wage jobs in our community. Yes, this is perhaps our last, best chance to
get broadband in our community . One hundred years ago the train circumvented
our community. Some say we have never recovered- This community really
needs fast broadband in our community.

L. Katherine Baril
L. Katherine Baril, MBA, JD
Director, WSU Jefferson County Extension

Northeast Tri County Health Jurisdiction
The Northeast Tri County Health Jurisdiction lies in the far upper north east corner of Washington State.
It is comprised of three counties that are very rural and remote in nature. This is one of the most
beautiful areas of the state with mountains and high plateau making it an ideal place to live for residents
that enjoy wide open spaces and plenty of room between you and your closest neighbors. While that
creates an area of great beauty, it also creates and challenge to deliver simple services to the residents
who live there and visitors seeking the area’s calm and outdoor sportsmen activities. When these
services include health care and public health services, the challenge can become urgent.
The counties included in the jurisdiction include Ferry, Stevens, and Pend Oreille. The main office is
located in Colville in Stevens County. Remote offices are located in the adjacent counties in Newport in
Pend Oreille County and Republic in Ferry County. The Colville office has reasonable connectivity, but
the two outlying offices have very poor connectivity.
This is a problem since the three county public Health offices have only one Public Health Physician
serving all three counties. He is located in Colville. He has home health nurses and other public health
care providers that he must direct located in Newport and Republic. This creates an ongoing
communication problem. With the current budget crisis occurring nationwide, it has hit small rural
counties very hard and resulted in travel restrictions. The increased connectivity this broadband would
deliver to the jurisdiction would enable the single doctor to routinely meet with his geographically
dispersed staff via video conference and assure better communication and coordination on critical
health issues. It will also enable the remote counties to receive video training on public health matters.
Additionally, the Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response (PHEPR) activities are directed
from Region 9 headquarters in Spokane. This is over one hundred miles from Republic. During the
H1N1 response in the fall of 2009, the lack of connectivity led to some delays in response. With the
increased connectivity this initiative will provide, the two most remote counties will be better prepared
to respond to emergency events.

King County is applying for BTOP funds to provide new or higher capacity
connections to the King County Public Safety Emergency Wireless Radio System
(System) locations in the attached file.
With more than 1.9 million people, King County is the most populous county in
Washington State and ranks as the 14th most populous county in the nation.
Covering 2,134 square miles, King County is the largest nearly twice as large as the
average county in the United States. The Region is prone to natural disasters. It is
also home to the only Level I adult and pediatric trauma center and regional burn
center in four-state area.
The greater King County Public Safety Emergency Wireless Radio System serves
virtually all of the police, fire, dispatch and E-911 center, and emergency
management staff in the County. The System will need significant improvement in
the coming years. Our system is 15 years old. The System’s equipment vendor has
begun halting the sale of new parts and discontinuing its repair of existing parts.
The County is subject to large scale earthquakes and annual flooding. During the
most recent large earthquake our system experienced operational problems as many
officers simultaneously pushed-to-talk causing part of the system to go into site
trunking. Connecting our main radio sites with fiber would make the system more
reliable and help insure the continuation of service during the next large scale
disaster or emergency or if a site fails or is damaged.
There are five primary local public safety wireless communication systems currently
deployed in King County, Pierce County, and Snohomish County, Washington
(Region). Public safety responders in the Region frequently engage in joint
operations, mutual aid, and other activities that bring them into a neighboring
county. Integrated, interoperable communications is an essential tool for performing
these activities efficiently and safely. While agencies in the Region have a history of
cooperation, as demonstrated in the 2004 UASI Interoperability Analysis, there is
currently limited interoperability between first responders within the Region due to
disparate radio systems. Connecting disparate systems on an ad hoc basis using
current mechanisms may result in delays in communications, very poor voice quality,
signals being dropped, and other problems. Adding high-capacity service to the listed
sites will enable us to have fiber connections to the other four of these systems
thereby improving the speed, capacity, reliability, and voice quality of
communications among responders during joint operations, mutual aid, and other
cooperative activities.

CHEWELAH
CHAMBER
OFCOMMERCE
214EastMainSt.,P.O.Box94
Chewelah,

509-935-8595

99109

info@chewelah.org

MarchL5,2010

Lawrence
Strickling
Assistant
Secretary
for Communications
andInformation
National
Telecommunications
andInformation
Administration
U.S.Department
of Commerce
1491Constitution
Ave.NW
Washington,
DC20230
Re: NorthwestOpenAccess
Network(NoaNet)
Application
program(BTOp)
NTIANationalBroadband
Technology
Opportunity

DearAssistant
Secretary
Strickling:
On behalfof the business
community
of Chewelah,
Washington,
the Chewelah
Chamber
of
Commercestronglysupportsthe NorthwestOpen AccessNetworkBroadbandGrant
Application.
With rapidlychanging
and expanding
technologies
andtheir effecton the way business
is
done in today'senvironment,
without core infrastructure
and redundancy
in broadband
service
smallruralcommunities
areeasilyleftbehind.lt isabsolutely
vitalthatourschools,
publiclibraries,
hospitals,
localgovernment,
and businesses
stayconnected
with the world
andservices
that areincreasingly
onlythroughelectronic
available
means.
TheChewelah
Chamber
of Commerce
hasa currentmembership
of 725businesses
in the
Chewelaharea. Thesebusinesses
havetraditionallyreliedon naturalresourcebased
industry
to providethe widestbaseof employment
population.
amongtheirservice
With
the hugedeclinein thesenaturalresourcebasedindustries,
our populationis struggling
with highunemployment
andout-migration
is tremendous.Corebroadband
infrastructure
is necessary
in order to createand attract new industrywith which to employour
population
andthus,supportour localeconomyandbusinesses.
Superbhealthcareandeducational
opportunities
areessential
to the business
community,
as are highly fqnctionalgovernmentand public safety institutions. Without core
broadband
infrastiucture
and redundancy,
all of theseentitieswithinour ruralcommunity
will increasingly
becomeisolatedfrom eachother and from the world outsideof our
boundaries
wherebroadband
istakenfor granted.

LawrenceStrickling
for Communications
and lnformation
Assistant
Secretary
Page2

It is the opinion of the ChewelahChamberof Commercethat accessto broadband
technologyis crucialto prwide businesswith the opportunityto expandmarkets,create
jobs,reducecosts,and attractnew industry.We enthusiastically
endorseand supportthe
NbrthwestOpenAccessNetworkApplicationto the NTIANationalBroadbandTechnology
KettleFalls,Colville,
OpportunityProgramto providedirectfiber connectivityinto Republic,
andChewelahandcreatedistributionloopsin eachof thesecommunities.
Verytruly yours,

N0tL/*We'{//-D'ebbieAkers
VicePr,esident

Friday, March 12, 2010.max
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March 10, 2010
Mr. Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230
Re: Broadband Telecommunications Infrastructure for N.E. Washington State
NoaNet application, (BTOP)
Mr. Strickling,
Ferry County PUD is currently using a remote server, located in Iowa, to operate our utility billing, accounting
and accounts receivable. Because of the nature of this system, we have an absolute need for fully redundant
high-speed internet access. At present, we operate using a Verizon-supplied T1 line, with a back-up through a
local ISP, RCable TV. This back-up system relies on a wireless link to get out of the area and is less than ideal,
but it is all that we have.
Should this application be successful the PUD will want to discuss a dedicated pipe to the outside world to
complement our present T1.
If the PUD can be of any assistance in providing pole contacts or other assistance, this request can be made by
NoaNet at our monthly Commissioners meeting.
Please keep me posted regarding the progress of this effort.
Best regards,

John Friederichs, Manager

February 22, 2010
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program
RIN: 0660-ZA28
RE: NTIA National Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP) Application
To Whom It May Concern,
Jefferson County is an enthusiastic and committed part of the broadband project
sponsored by the Northwest Open Access Network (NoaNet) and the Washington State
Department of Information Services. This project will bring a core technology
infrastructure into communities across Washington and build advanced capabilities into
libraries, community colleges, cultural centers, key medical centers and clinics and
government facilities. The project combine existing technologies with new broadband
technologies to support key public services and bring educational and employment
opportunities to communities in underserved rural regions of Washington State.
Washington State is a large and mostly rural region with rough terrain. The residents are
often in outlying areas with adverse travel conditions to reach very distant broadband
access sites, higher education facilities and cultural centers. Funding to build critical rural
broadband availability is crucial to improve economic development, job opportunities,
rural healthcare and quality of life.
Jefferson County is a poor rural county isolated on Washington’s wild Olympic
Peninsula. As such, the County, its residents and its businesses are particularly hard hit
by the lack of broadband necessary to support our public institutions or a modern
economy. Broadband services are not available or are insufficient for government, public
safety, schools and other institutions throughout Jefferson County. As the elected Board
of County Commissioners, we are keenly aware of the need for viable, robust IT
infrastructure to meet the needs of government services today, and to be a backbone that
can be extended in the future to serve the needs of a 21st Century economy that relies on
information technology. The bandwidth to be provided by this project will enable us to
serve the needs of critical governmental functions, link emergency services to one
another and to public safety data bases, provide new and equal educational opportunities
to our children, allow remote links for our hospital to sustain and enhance our fragile
local health industry; and create an opportunity in the future to connect this broadband
trunkline to wireless technology that can economically serve our dispersed businesses
and citizens.
A strong consortium of local public agencies and private companies are partnering
together to extend Broadband in Jefferson County. Together, we are working with and
supporting NoaNet. Our members include the County, the City of Port Townsend, three
school districts, our public hospital, library district, A State research University,

community college, and our economic development council,. Jefferson County
government is committed to contributing our share of the 30% match to this project,
including 10% or more as cash.
We unanimously endorse this vital project, and sincerely hope you will approve this
application to serve government facilities, libraries, community colleges, cultural centers,
and key medical centers and clinics. Thank you in advance for considering this very
important application.
Sincerely,
The Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners.

David Sullivan, Chair

Phil Johnson, Commissioner

John Austin, Commissioner

To Whom it May Concern,
Department of Commerce
Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program
RIN: 0660‐ZA28
RE: NTIA National Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP) Application
The Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce is committed to support the partners of public agencies and
private companies to extend the Broadband in Jefferson County. The Broadband partners are working with and
supporting NoaNet. The partners are the County, the City of Port Townsend, three school district, our public
hospital, library district, a State research University, community college, and our Economic Development
Council. The County and City governments are committed to contributing their share of the match of this
project.
This project will combine existing technologies with new broadband technologies to support key public services
and bring much needed educational and employment opportunities to our rural community of Jefferson County.
The Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce membership consists of all of these public agencies, as well as
many businesses, that are in need of viable, robust IT infrastructure to meet the needs of the current and future
economy. In order to keep and attract businesses, and to create opportunities for the future for job creation
and company growth, it is vital to connect this broadband to wireless technology that can serve our businesses
and citizens in Jefferson County.
The Board of Directors of the Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce unanimously endorses this broadband
project, and sincerely hopes you will approve this application to service the government facilities, libraries,
community colleges, cultural centers, and medical centers, as well as the business community. Thank you for
considering this very important application.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Wells MacGillonie
Executive Director
Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce
440 12th St.,
Port Townsend, WA 98368
360‐385‐7869

February 26, 2010
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program
RIN: 0660-ZA28
RE: NTIA National Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP) Application
In an extraordinary innovative and collaborative effort, over 25 public and private anchor
institutions across Jefferson County have come together in a broadband coalition to advance our
economic, education, healthcare, municipal and public safety interests. This coalition is
convened and led by EDC Team Jefferson, Jefferson County’s economic development agency.
The broadband coalition is partnering with the Northwest Open Access Network (NoaNet),
Washington State Department of Information Services (DIS) in support of the BTOP broadband
project.
The coalition proposes a Noanet-provided broadband backbone enhanced with a wireless
capability provisioned by Jefferson County and Port Townsend emergency services and working
with Olympic Peninsula based private firms. This innovative approach provides an internet
solution to East Jefferson County’s challenging rural setting and its hilly and coastal topography.
Funding of this project will connect libraries, schools and learning institutions, cultural and
community centers, law enforcement, fire and rescue services, key medical centers and clinics
emergency services, and government facilities.
Broadband access may be the most cost effective strategy to improve public efficiencies and
expand local economic development. Much of our local economy is entrepreneurial and sole
proprietor-based and reliant on quality internet access for success. Currently, this segment is
underserved with marginal internet access. Our Port Townsend School District is very
underserved by broadband and past attempts to connect our schools with high-speed fiber have
been unsuccessful. Successful completion of this project will bring much needed infrastructure
services and provide the foundation for improved access throughout East Jefferson County.
For many years our community has worked together try to find a way to bring broadband to the
county, and the BTOP grant presents the unique opportunity we have been seeking. Thank you
in advance for your work and consideration of this grant for Jefferson County.
Sincerely,

Bill Wise
EDC Team Jefferson

L. Katherine Baril
EDC Team Jefferson

March 4, 2010
RE: NTIA National Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP) Application
To: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program (RIN: 0660-ZA28)
Intellicheck Mobilisa (NYSE Amex: IDN) is a commercial high-tech company headquartered in Port
Townsend, Washington. We highly endorse the Jefferson County application with Northwest Open
Access Network (NoaNet) for funding to build much needed infrastructure and bandwidth services to this
rural location on the Olympic Peninsula.
We were recently selected by Deloitte to their FAST 500 list of the fastest growing public and private
companies in North America. We placed 6th of the twenty Washington State companies that made the
FAST 500. Interestingly, we were the only rural-based company in our state on that list. The state has
concerns of traffic and congestion, but it can be argued this is a self-made problem because the bandwidth
infrastructure is only concentrated in Seattle corridor.
Our company developed Wi-Fi service for the Washington State Ferries, operates access control systems
for the US military, and is currently designing and building a high-tech mesh network of homeland
security buoys in Puget Sound. All of these projects require significant and reliable bandwidth.
Businesses need reliable, high-speed network connectivity. At our Port Townsend headquarters, we do
our best using bandwidth from multiple DSL lines, cable services and purchased T-1 accounts. This
approach allows us to “just get by” and requires unnecessary internal daily management to make it work.
We purchase bandwidth from four providers and attempt to glue it together, but still have less overall
bandwidth than my sister has via a home-user Comcast account at her home in the Seattle area. Clearly,
this lack of bandwidth infrastructure is a very real barrier to entry for high-tech companies wishing to
start or relocate to Jefferson County.
The bandwidth is not just needed for commercial companies—it is needed to make a vibrant community.
The hospital, the schools, the emergency services, the library, the Port, City and County Administration
all needs bandwidth. Employees choose to live in communities that are well served with good schools.
Again, this requires bandwidth. Furthermore, emergency services and disaster relief teams, should they
ever be needed here in the rural areas of the Olympic Peninsula, must have access to high-speed data
services. Under these circumstances, the availability of high-speed, reliable data access is truly a matter
of life and death.

You will not find a community team of government, services, and business that is more highly motivated
to work with you to develop this needed infrastructure.
Our company and board of directors wholeheartedly support this project. Thank you for your
consideration of this grant for Jefferson County.
Sincerely,

Nelson D. Ludlow, PhD
Chief Executive Officer

NORTHWEST MARITIME CENTER
& WOODEN BOAT FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Steve Oliver, President
Kris Morris, Vice President
Jock Patton, Treasurer
Carla Main, Secretary
Joan Broughton
Zoe Ann Dudley
Peter Geerlofs
Carol Hasse*
Heather Johnson-Jock
Gary Kennedy
David King
Howard Learned
Craig Olson
Nick Reid
Spencer Snapp
Alex Spear
Carlyn Stark*
Lisa Vizzini*
Herb Weissblum

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Ed Edwards
Jim & Mary Hirshfield
Neil McCurdy
Dick & Anne Schneider
Brent Shirley
Alex Spear
Jim & Nelly Tretter
Jim Westall
Jim Whittaker

February 22, 2010
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program
RIN: 0660-ZA28
RE: NTIA National Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP)
Application
To Whom It May Concern,
The Northwest Maritime Center & Wooden Boat Foundation, is an
enthusiastic participant in the effort to increase connectivity throughout
Jefferson County, particularly to public organizations who can coordinate the
effort to bring such connectivity to every citizen in the County, regardless of
personal circumstances and ability to pay.
Our new facility, located on the shores of Port Townsend Bay, would be a
substantial beneficiary of increased bandwidth and access in the following
ways:

1) Our just completed maritime library, is connected via the internet to
the Port Townsend and Jefferson County library systems, allowing for
seamless access to all available resources from our combined
locations. Any increase in bandwidth and speed can only serve to
WOODEN BOAT FOUNDATION
enhance the usability of all the library resources in the County. We
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
have invested in excess of $150,000 to build and curate this
Kim Aldrich
significant addition to the library system. The decision to connect with
Piper Dunlap
other resource libraries in the area has added complexity and
Chris Grace
Ted Pike
expense. It was done in order to increase remote access to all
Bryan Wentzel
materials, thereby serving a greater percentage of the community,
*Serve on both boards
including worldwide access.
2) We recently received a Federal Port Security Grant. As part of that
________________________
agreement, we are designated as a command facility in the event of
431 Water Street
a natural disaster or terrorist event. Our particular location with a
Port Townsend, WA 98368
commanding view of Admiralty Inlet was of great interest to the
Coast Guard, Jefferson Search and Rescue, the US Navy etc. We
360.385.3628 phone
need to be prepared to accommodate up to 100 personnel,
360.385.4742 fax
providing cooking, staging, specialized electronics and significant
www.nwmaritime.org
telecommunication capacity, for an extended period of time. Of
www.woodenboat.org
special note:
a. We will have a fully functional bridge in our Pilothouse and are installing
equipment specified by the Coast Guard and other invested parties. This ‘ship’s
bridge’ will be the eyes and ears of any command center operation.

b. The need for significant bandwidth into the building is also specified in our
agreement through the Port Security Grant. We are unable to provide all that is
required at this time due to service constraints to the building.
3) Part of our mission is to expand our maritime education offerings beyond our four walls.
Our future envisions the ability to provide distance learning options throughout the world.
We need more bandwidth in order to do this with reliability.
For these reasons as well as the larger desire to have a community that can participate in the new
economy, thrive and grow along with our close urban cities, we are enthusiastic supporters of this
application.
Sincerely,

Stanley Cummings PhD.
Executive Director

Public Utility District #1
Of Jefferson County
Board of Commissioners
Barney Burke, District 1
Ken Mc Millen, District 2
Wayne G. King, District 3
James G. Parker, Manager

February 25, 2010
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program
RIN: 0660-ZA28
RE:

NTIA National Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP) Application,
Round 2

To Whom It May Concern,
Jefferson County Public Utility District #1 suppolis and intends to hook into the project
sponsored by the Northwest Open Access Network (NoaNet) in "Round 2" of the NTIA STOP
grant. This project will effectively combine existing technologies with new broadband
technologies to bring educational and employment opportunities to communities like our own in
underserved rural regions of Washington State, including Jefferson County.
NoaNet has been working almost 10 years to bridge the digital divide experienced by rural,
unserved and underserved communities in Washington State. This project will build on
NoaNet's previous efforts by providing "middle mile" infrastructure needed to serve outlying
areas including higher education providers, cultural centers, government agencies, businesses
and ultimately residences at affordable prices, and will serve them with the expandable
broadband capacity that only fiber optics can offer.
The parts of rural Jefferson County that are habitable are thickly forested with hilly terrain. The
residents are often in outlying areas outside of broadband service areas or services are too costly
for residents and businesses. Increased funding for critical rural broadband availability is crucial
for future economic development, job opportunities, rural healthcare and quality of life.
Our office is located in POli Hadlock, WA, but we have telecom needs that span the county and
level of service has been inconsistent in meeting our needs. Currently, we can only get cable
internet from a company now in Chapter II. The company has turned off baseline security
(apparently to boost bandwidth), effectively making all network activity visible to anyone on the
cable network. This lack of network security is highly problematic and doesn't meet basic
criteria for many businesses. DSL has limited local availability. DSL is not available at our
office location which is in a proposed urban grown area. The NoaNet proposal would help
rectify these problems and position us to attract businesses and economic development with 21 sl
century infrastructure and technology into our communities.

230 Chimacum Road / PO Box 929, Port Hadlock, VVA 98339

PH (360) 385-5800

FX (360) 385-5945

As a public utility district, we understand that secure, reliable, and robust infrastructure is
necessary for the future economic viability of our constituents. The bandwidth and
infrastructure provided by this project will enable us to help serve the cause of bridging the
digital divide for our rural community.
Sincerely,
Jefferson County PUD# I Board of Commissioners
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Barney Bu ke
Vice-President

Date: March 17, 2010
To: NoaNet, Northwest Open Access Network
From: Gary A. Nelson, PhD, Telecommunications Consultant

RE: NoaNet Community Development Project - Letter of Support
March 17, 2010
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program
RIN : 0660-ZA28
RE: NTIA National Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP) Application
I am writing in support of the broadband project sponsored by the Northwest Open Access
Network (NoaNet) and the Washington State Department of Information Services.
Our community is located in rural Jefferson County with many isolated outlying communities,
pockets of poverty and significant economic need. Port Townsend experienced a burst of growth
about 150 years ago in anticipation a railroad that never came. We have been a commercial
backwater ever since and are now waiting for the next economic opportunity, the arrival of
broadband communications that will finally connect us to the greater global community. Widely
available broadband communications will be an asset to our community in several areas. The
more obvious applications include our libraries, schools, health care facilities, and law
enforcement.
Perhaps less obvious, is the fact that our community has a small but growing arts community
that includes music, film and video making, and performing arts. Broadband communications
will enable local performers to collaborate with distant performers, potentially in real time for
music, dance, and film making collaborations. The economic potential for our community is
significant. We already host an annual Port Townsend Film Festival, a variety of music and
performance workshops at Fort Worden’s Centrum, a Chamber Music Society and more. We
have at least three recording studios that, with broadband connectivity, could conduct recording
sessions that include distant performers.
This community needs broadband connectivity; there is no better time than now. I urge your
support of our proposal.

Sincerely,
Gary A. Nelson, PhD
Zynrgy Group, Telecommunications Consulting since 1992
Member, Jefferson County Broadband Coalition

March 1, 2010
Jefferson County Board of Commissioners
Jefferson County Washington
Department of Commerce
National Telecommunications and Information Administrative
Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program
RIN: 0660-ZA28
RE: Support for NTIA National Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP)
Application
To Whom It May Concern,
Port Townsend Paper, the largest private employer in Jefferson County, has a long
tradition of supporting business, non-profit and governmental communities in Jefferson
County.
Internet communications are no longer an option for conducting business for private and
governmental organizations. Quality broadband and high speed internet are required for a
business and community to function.
Quality broadband service to rural communities, like Jefferson County, could spur growth
in private industry, with high paying jobs to assist in improving the local economies.
Quality broadband services would improve our governmental and public services agencies
with improved interconnects between local, state and federal agencies.
Currently internet services at Port Townsend Paper are provided through Qwest. Qwest
currently provides adequate connectivity, but does not provide an alternate path to the
internet off the Olympic Peninsula. Providing an alternate path off the Olympic Peninsula
for the occasional outages with Qwest, would provide Port Townsend Paper with additional
options. This alternate path would improve the uptime for all private, non-profit and public
agencies in the county.
Port Townsend Paper supports Jefferson County’s application with the Northwest Open
Access Network (NoaNet) as a vital project to the public agencies and overall Jefferson
County community.
Regards,
Craig Somes

Port Townsend Paper
Manager, Information Technology and Services

Wednesday, March 10, 2010 (3).max

March 12, 2010
Lawrence E. Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program
Washington, D.C. 20230
RE: NTIA National Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP) Application
Dear Mr. Strickling:
We are pleased to support the State of Washington Broadband Consortium, ID #5376
application submitted by NoaNet for the broadband infrastructure improvement portion of
the ARRA Stimulus Funding Act.
We initiated and supported nine communities in Stevens County with the Horizons
Community Leadership and Poverty Reduction program. The nine community-let groups
have identified “increasing more living-wage jobs” as their number one issue. Broadband
access and the follow up deployment of services and training are critical for anyone to stay
current in this marketplace. Given our technology-based society, adequate broadband
access will increase utilization of existing resources and services allowing those who
could/will benefit the most from its value to finally join the balance of our community and
be given a door to enter into the 21st Century with all of its possibilities.
Once communities acquire the new tools of the information age, they have many new
opportunities for growth. We serve industry, business and community efforts to improve
their access and fully support this grant application.
We strongly urge you to support this proposal because we feel it can have a lasting positive
impact on this region. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions.
Sincerely,

Debra Kollock, Director
WSU Stevens County Extension
985 S. Elm, Suite A

Colville, WA 99114
Cooperating agencies: Washington State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and Stevens County. Extension programs and employees are
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension office.

Whitman County Commissioners
GREG PARTCH, Garfield, District I
PATRICK J. “PAT” O’NEILL, Colton, District II
MICHAEL LARGENT, Colfax, District III
Email: commissioners@co.whitman.wa.us
Maribeth Becker, CMC, Clerk of the Board
Email: maribethb@co.whitman.wa.us
400 N. Main Street • Colfax, WA 99111
(509) 397‐5240 • (509) 397‐6355 FAX
www.whitmancounty.org
February 19, 2010
RE: Letter of Support

To Whom It May Concern:
On behalf of the citizens of Whitman County, the Whitman County Commissioners request your support in bringing
broadband communications infrastructure via the DISW/NOANET proposal to our county.
Our rural, Eastern Washington County spans over 2,000 square miles with all of our 16 incorporated cities/towns
throughout the county finding the lack of internet connections one of their biggest challenges.
This joint venture between the Port of Whitman and Whitman Rural Libraries would go a long way in bringing this
important capability to our citizens. Partnering with our Port and Library system is the most practical way to achieve this
goal. It is especially important to our fixed and low‐income residents, many of them elderly, who have no means of
accessing the internet and the numerous capabilities it provides. This stimulus grant would make that possibility a
reality.
Those and others would use the expanded capability towards education, including GED and secondary as well as
continuing certifications. It would also expand the on‐line capabilities for those seeking employment especially those
that can’t afford traveling to the one and only state employment site in our county located in Pullman.
Should this grant be awarded, it would be a huge benefit not only to our libraries but to all our communities.
Again, we ask you to look favorably upon this application by helping our rural communities experience some of the
many advantages of modern communications that larger cities and counties take for granted.
Thank you.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF WHITMAN COUNTY, WASHINGTON

--------

111 Fort Road, Toppenish, WA

P.O. Box 1279, Toppenish, WA 98948

-----_._--------------

office (509) 865-7697

Fax (509) 865-7698

March 18,2010
Lawrence Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20230
Dear Mr. Strickling:
Yakama Power is pleased to support NoaNet's state of Washington Broadband Consortium application for a BTOP
grant, EasyGrant ID 5376. We are partnering with NoaNet to help them complete segments of their network initially
funded under BTOP round one. Completion of their network in round two will also benefit Yakama Power's plan to
provide broadband access on the Yakama Nation (BIP EasyGrant 5183).
Funding our respective proposals will allow Yakama Power and NoaNet to establish network interconnects to extend
fiber networks on the Yakama Reservation. This benefits both our networks by strengthening the regional broadband
system and bringing broadband access to under-served rural areas of Washington.
Additionally, the NoaNet proposal partners with Educational Service District 105
to provide public computing centers and promote sustainable broadband adoption
The combination of all our proposals fulfills the intent of the original legislation,
in unserved/under-served areas, enhance broadband capacity at public computing
broadband adoption.

(BTOP EasyGrants 5158 and 5212)
for Yakama Nation tribal programs.
to deploy broadband infrastructure
centers, and encourage sustainable

We believe the partnerships we have established in our proposals demonstrate the willingness of local/regional
agencies and Tribal government to seek a shared solution to the challenges in securing and promoting broadband in
our rural under-served region.
We therefore seek your assistance with their proposal and provide our full support.

Thf'~
Ray Wiseman,
General Manager

