
 
 
 
 

March 24, 2010 
Samuel N Penney, Chairman 
Nez Perce Tribe 
Po Box 365 
Lapwai, ID 83540 
 
Re: NTIA Round 2 Broadband Technologies Opportunity Grant  
 
Dear Chairman Penny: 
 
On behalf of Avista Corporation, please know that we fully support the Nez Perce Tribe’s 
application for Round 2 NTIA Broadband funding. 
 
The Tribe's proposed partnership with First Step Internet and Inland Cellular to build a 200 
Megabit wireless middle mile infrastructure to areas within the Nez Perce Reservation 
currently underserved is an important and worthy effort. We agree that the project will 
enhance delivery of last mile service of telecommunications (data & voice) for public safety and 
emergency service entities, Northwest Indian College, community libraries, and bolster 
economic development opportunities. Further, the collaboration with the ID Dept of 
Administration on their BIP grant for education, libraries and hospitals, and The Idaho Library 
BTOP Public Computer Centers grant is also noteworthy.  
 
Avista is deeply committed to the future prosperity of the entire North Central Idaho region 
and it is only through these critically important enhanced telecommunications (internet and/or 
cellular coverage) projects and partnerships that we will begin to see true economic success 
and improved access to all of our communities, businesses and citizens. 
 
We wish you much success. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Mike Thomason    Paul J. Kimmell 
 
Regional Business Manager   Regional Business Manager 
Lewis – Clark Valley    Palouse Region  



 
 
 

 Nez Perce Tribal Police 
  210 Bever Grade  Lapwai, Idaho  83540 
   (208)843-7141  FAX (208)843-5337 
 
 
 
 
August 10, 2009 
 
Samuel N. Penney Chairman 
Nez Perce Tribe 
 P. O.  Box 365 
Lapwai, Idaho  83540 
 
Dear Chairman Penney: 
 
It has come to our attention that the Nez Perce Tribe is pursuing grant funding through 
the Broadband Initiatives Program.  Over the past several years there have been a number 
of regional efforts that have built the case for a solution to our communities’ lack of 
reliable broadband internet access and the need for a safe disaster recovery network.  We 
applaud the Tribe’s initiative to work with and develop a regional broadband network 
that will be available to residents, businesses, education and public safety entities across 
north central Idaho. 
 
Broadband connectivity is widely recognized as an increasingly important infrastructure 
for rural communities and regions like north central Idaho.  Connectivity can be linked to 
success in education, healthcare delivery, public safety and economic opportunity.  
Currently, the coverage of broadband is intermittent: topographic challenges and costs of 
build out are limiting factors for the private sector.  Through existing partnerships and 
collaboration with Nez Perce County, the Tribe’s Information Systems program has 
shown they have the capacity to develop and maintain a reliable network. 
 
We applaud your efforts to build additional broadband infrastructure capacity within the 
region. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Leslie Hendrick 
Chief of Police 
  



 
 
 
 
 
March 3, 2010 
 
Josh Eckert 
Inland Cellular 
1332 G St. 
Lewiston, ID  83501 
 
Re:  Enhancement of Services 
 
Dear Josh: 
 
The medical staff at Syringa Hospital Clinics is excited about their new smart phones.  Inland Cellular’s 
sales department and customer support is exceptional.   The local coverage is good, but is a bit patchy in 
our service area.   
 
Syringa Hospital and Clinics is located in Grangeville and the hospital district encompasses the majority 
of Idaho County.  The hospital does also staff a medical clinic in Kooskia.  It is extremely important for 
the staff and the community that we continue to enhance the communication services in our area.  The 
providers not only use their smart phones for direct communication with us, but also for research and 
patient safety information.  Some of the software programs they access help them with things like 
differential diagnosis, updates on communicable disease and drug to drug interactions.   
 
I have enjoyed working with you and welcome the continuing move forward in enhanced technology. 
 
Respectfully, 
Michelle K. Schaeffer 
Director of Clinic Operations 
 
 



 



Community Programs 
500 8th Ave, Lewiston, ID  83501-2698 • Phone: (208) 792-2282 • Fax: (208) 792-2444 • www.lcsc.edu/cp 

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer • TTY: (800) 377-3529 

 
 
March 24, 2010 
 
Samuel N. Penney 
Chairman, Nez Perce Tribe 
P.O. Box 365 
Lapwai, ID  83540 
 
Dear Chairman Penney: 
 
Lewis-Clark State College (LCSC) supports the broadband funding request for the Technologies Opportunity 
Grant.  It is our understanding the proposal will build a 200 Megabit wireless middle mile infrastructure to areas 
within the Nez Perce Reservation currently underserved. The project will enhance delivery of last mile service of 
telecommunications (data & voice) for public safety and emergency service entities, Northwest Indian College, 
community libraries, and bolster economic development opportunities. 
 
This project will enhance the ability for LCSC to deliver credit and non-credit classes and trainings to 
communities currently unable to participate.  Students would benefit by not having to commute and by not having 
to leave employment or family commitments. Employers would benefit by having employees with improved 
skills and training.  A knowledge-based economy would benefit by having a better educated workforce with 
higher paying salaries.   
 
This project will allow LCSC to provide and/or collaborate with other agencies enhanced services to the region, 
including but not limited to: 

• Distance Learning 
• Workforce Training 
• Small Business Development Center 
• Adult Basic Education 
• Teacher Inservice 
• Dual Credit with high school students 
• Center for New Directions counseling 
• Library 

 
We believe this is a high priority project and it is widely recognized as a critical need.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Kathy L. Martin 
Dean, Community Programs 
 



 

  

March 5, 2010 
 
 
Samuel N. Penney, Chairman 
Nez Perce Tribe 
P.O. Box 365 
Lapwai, ID 83540 
 
Dear Chairman Penney: 
 
As the state’s main workforce agency, the Idaho Department of Labor welcomes anything that increases job 
or training opportunities in Idaho.  The tribe’s proposed middle-mile infrastructure project has great potential 
to create jobs by helping existing businesses grow and attracting new businesses, as well as improve training 
opportunities by bringing Internet courses and enhancing Internet services at schools and libraries in an area 
that is severely underserved.  Improved telecommunications will make a huge difference for businesses, 
schools, libraries, health care providers, and community organizations.  North Central Idaho, where the 
tribe’s service area, is somewhat “off the beaten path”—geographically remote from major markets— which 
means that up-to-date telecommunications is even more critical to the area.  
 
The critical importance of the service area’s economic development is illustrated by two facts—(1) the 
unemployment rate in the service area was estimated to be12.7 percent in December 2009 and (2) nearly half 
(42 percent) of the workers who live in the service area work outside the service area, because job 
opportunities are so limited within the service area.  Small business plays an especially important role in the 
service area; while nearly 10 percent of U.S. workers own their own businesses, more than 15 percent of the 
workers living on the Nez Perce Reservation own their own businesses.  The Nez Perce Tribe and economic 
development organizations serving the service area are focusing a lot of efforts on fostering the creation and 
growth of small businesses.  With the Internet playing a growing role in the success of many small 
businesses, improved Internet services will help those efforts to grow businesses.  Economic development 
organizations also are eager for improved Internet service, because many businesses looking to relocate place 
a high premium on Internet service. 
 
We urge the NTIA to provide the Technologies Opportunity Grant that will enhance telecommunications 
delivery in the tribe’s service area—a 1,195-square-mile area that includes portions of four counties and has 
a population of about 19,000 people—including the towns of Ahsahka, Culdesac, Greer, Kamiah, Kooskia, 
Lapwai, Lenore, Nezperce, Peck, Stites, and Winchester.  The grant would make a huge difference for the 
area’s economic development, education and training, and small business growth, as well as public safety. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

Heather Leach  
 
Heather Leach, Manager 



  Idaho County Office of Disaster Management 
320 W. Main- Grangeville, ID 83530 
208-983-3074 / 208-983-1428 (fax) 

 
 
Date: 3 March 2010 
 
To: Samuel N. Penney, Chairman 
Nez Perce Tribe 
P.O. Box 365 
Lapwai, ID 83540 
 
Reference: Letter of Support 
200 Megabit Wireless Middle Mile Infrastructure Build-out 
 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
Idaho County endorses the Nez Perce Tribe collaboration with private partners, First Step 
Internet and Inland Cellular, to establish data and voice wireless capability for those areas 
within the Nez Perce Reservation that currently do not have this service available. 
 
By utilizing collocation agreements to share infrastructure, this project will capitalize on 
cost efficiencies.  When complete, it will also enhance emergency service delivery and 
improve public safety by early and consistent receipt of accurate incident information and 
caller location verification.  Improved voice and data transmission opportunities on the 
Camas Prairie will save lives by decreasing emergency response times and enabling 
appropriate resource deployment to routine and emerging incidents.     
 
Idaho County comprises more than 8500 square miles; much of it is rural and it is 
underserved.  Improving communication capability for our residents and emergency 
responders is a worthwhile, vital endeavor.  Idaho County fully supports this proposed 
Nez Perce Tribal – private sector partnership. 
 
Sincerely Yours, 
 

 
 
Gerald W. Zumalt 
Idaho County Disaster Management Coordinator 



Happy Elves Media And More LLC 
PO Box 625; Lapwai, ID 83540 

admin@happyelvesmedia.com 
208-790-4734 

 
 

To whom it may concern: 

 

We at Happy Elves Media And More LLC will commit to purchase bandwidth from the Nez Perce Tribe 

Information Systems Department.  This will allow us to offer ‘last mile’ wireless internet service to 

residences and businesses.  We are a small company looking to grow in the area of providing High Speed 

Internet services to rural customers.  Should this become available to us at a reasonable rate we will be 

able to provide more jobs and better services to the regions inhabitants. 

Please feel free to call or write with any questions or concerns. 

 

 

Gregory A. Hansen – Member/Manager 



 
Framing Our Community, Inc. 

P.O. Box 321, 1000 Hwy. 14, Elk City, Idaho 83525 
Phone (208) 842-2939, Fax (208) 842-2322 

 
March 7, 2010 
 
 
 
Samuel N Penney, Chairman 
Nez Perce Tribe 
Po Box 365 
Lapwai, ID 83540 
 
 
Dear Chairman Penney: 
 
Framing Our Community is pleased to lend its support to the Nez Perce 
Tribe’s effort to improve the wireless infrastructure in North Central 
Idaho.   Partnerships with entities like First Step Internet and Inland 
Telephone Co and, collaboration with the ID Dept of Administration to 
provide mofern technology for education, libraries and hospitals is not 
only commendable, but much needed. 
  
 The Tribe’s forming private partnerships (First Step Internet and 
Inland Cellular) to build a 200 Megabit wireless middle mile 
infrastructure to currently underserved areas within the Nez Perce 
Reservation should be a formula for success. Ther is a great need to  
enhance delivery of last mile service of telecommunications (data & 
voice) for public safety and emergency service entities, Northwest 
Indian College, community libraries, and bolster economic development 
opportunities. 
 



It is evident that a great deal of thought has gone into this project as you 
build out from the existing infrastructure and enter into collocation 
agreements to utilize as much existing infrastructure as possible (both 
for fiscal efficiencies, retention of natural/scenic values and it just 
makes darn good sense to share).  It is understndable that some new 
infrastructure will be required to be built to fill in the gaps over such a 
large service area from  Lenore and Peck to the north, Lapwai - 
Nezperce – Winchester – Culdesac to the west,  Ahsahka and Greer to 
the east and Kamiah – Kooskia- Stites to the south. 
 
Framing Our Community is developing a regonal economic development 
network with the city of Kamiah and others within this service area that 
would benefit from enhanced telecommunications (internet and/or 
cellular coverage).  We would like to be kept informed as to your 
progess and we would consider signing up for this service when we are 
ready.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joyce Dearstyne /s/ 
 
 
Joyce Dearstyne 
Executive Director 









 
 

 

March 17, 2010 

 

Samuel N. Penney 

Chairman, Nez Perce Tribe 

P.O. Box 365 

Lapwai, ID  83540 

 

Dear Chairman Penney: 

 

Northwest Indian College supports the Nez Perce Tribe in their broadband funding request for the 

Technologies Opportunity Grant.  We understand that the proposal will enhance both broadband capacity 

and access within the Nez Perce Reservation through the construction of a 200 Megabit wireless middle 

mile infrastructure and by providing for last mile service to Tribal housing. 

 

These improvements in broadband capacity and access will increase the ability of Northwest Indian 

College to provide educational services to members of the Nez Perce Tribe through: 

 

 distance learning courses and trainings 

 web based tutoring and support for students 

 web based course materials and video and audio resources 

 access to library and research materials 

 

Currently these services are available at our two extended campus sites located at the Distance Learning 

Centers in Lapwai and Kamiah.  The increased access to broadband will allow students to access 

educational services throughout the reservation at their homes.  This would help to extend opportunities to 

students who live in underserved areas or who have difficulty travelling to the extended campus locations 

due to family, community or work commitments. 

 

We believe this to be an essential project that would help to expand high quality educational opportunities 

for members of the Nez Perce Tribe.  As the only regional and accredited tribal college in the United 

States, it is our mission to partner with tribal nations to promote self-determination and tribal sovereignty 

through education.  To this end, our goal is to build upon our successful partnership and work together to 

meet the needs and goals of the Nez Perce Tribe and its constituents for years to come.   

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

 

Justin Guillory 

Dean of Academics and Distance Learning 

 


