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service providers: 

 Interconnection points with  
telecom partners, broadband  
carriers as well as other  
interested parties are  
identified in Diagram B  
by any icon (POP, ILA, etc.) 

Proposed Aggregation Node  
facilities: 

 For Fiber Services, any  
location identified by any  
icon in Diagram B can be  
used as a ‘egress point.’ 

 For Lambda and Data Services,  
any point identified as a POP ( )  
in Diagram B can also be used as an  
‘egress point’  
as well as an Interconnection point to  
or between broadband and  backbone networks,  

 Internet Service Providers(s) and other services  
(telcos, high bandwidth concentration points) are  
identified in Diagram B, specifically as ‘CO/Peers’. 



The above boxes represent only a handful of 
the types of purposes, institutions and business 
that can connect, as an example.  Any site can, 
at their choosing, connect in any method.
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CIRBN Network Diagram – Wireline System
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Letters of Support from Anchor Institutions 

Community Colleges
Community College  Carl Sandburg College Galesburg
Community College  City Colleges of Chicago Chicago
Community College  College of DuPage Glen Ellyn
Community College  College of Lake County Grayslake
Community College  Danville Area Community College Danville
Community College  Elgin Community College Elgin 
Community College  Eureka College Eureka
Community College  Frontier Community College Fairfield
Community College  Greenville College Greenville
Community College  Harper College Palatine
Community College  Harry S Truman College Chicago
Community College  Heartland Community College Normal
Community College  Heartland Community College Normal
Community College  Heartland Community College Normal
Community College  Highland Community College Freeport
Community College  Illinois Central College East Peoria
Community College  Illinois Eastern Community Colleges Olney 
Community College  Illinois Valley Community College Oglesby
Community College  John A. Logan College Carterville
Community College  John Wood Community College Quincy
Community College  Joliet Junior College Joliet 
Community College  Kaskaskia College Centralia
Community College  Kishwaukee College Malta 
Community College  Lake Land College Mattoon
Community College  Lewis & Clark Community College Godfrey
Community College  Lincoln College Normal
Community College  Lincoln Land Community College Springfield
Community College  Lincoln Trail College Robinson
Community College  McHenry County College Crystal Lake
Community College  Moraine Valley Community College Palos Hills
Community College  Oakton Community College Des Plaines
Community College  Olney Central College Olney 
Community College  Parkland College Champaign
Community College  Prairie State College Chicago Heights
Community College  Rend Lake College Ina 
Community College  Richland Community College Decatur
Community College  Rock Valley College Rockford



Community College  Sauk Valley Community College Dixon 
Community College  Sauk Valley Community College Dixon 
Community College  Shawnee Community College Ullin 
Community College  South Suburban College South Holland
Community College  Southeastern Illinois College Harrisburg
Community College  Southwestern Illinois College Belleville
Community College  Triton College River Grove
Community College  Wabash Valley College Mt. Carmel
Community College  Waubonsee Community College Aurora

State and Local Government
Government  City of Atlanta Atlanta
Government  City of Bloomington Bloomington
Government  City of Champaign Champaign
Government  City of Lexington Lexington
Government  City of Pontiac Pontiac
Government  Coles County Sheriff's Department Charleston
Government  Green County Health Department Carrollton
Government  Illinois Board of Higher Education Springfield
Government  Illinois Community College Board Springfield
Government  Illinois Office of the Secretary of State Springfield
Government  Illinois State Board of Education Springfield
Government  Illinois State Museum Springfield
Government  Jackson County Health Department Murphysboro

Government 
Madison County Government Employment and Training 
Department  Wood River

Government  McLean County Board Bloomington
Government  Quincy Adams County 911 Quincy
Government  Sangamon County Information Systems Department Sangamon
Government  Town of Normal Normal
Government  Village of Arrowsmith Arrowsmith
Government  Village of Gridley Gridley
Government  Village of Hudson Hudson

Healthcare
Healthcare  Chestnut Health Systems Bloomington
Healthcare  Community Health & Emergency Services, Inc. Carbondale
Healthcare  Crawford Memorial Hospital Robinson
Healthcare  Gibson Area Hospital & Health Services Gibson City
Healthcare  Illinois Rural Health Net DeKalb
Healthcare  Institute for Psychoanalysis Chicago
Healthcare  Marshall Browning Hospital Du Quoin
Healthcare  Pickneyville Community Hospital Pickneyville



Higher Education
Higher Ed  Illinois Institute of Technology Chicago
Higher Ed  Illinois State University Normal
Higher Ed  International Center for Advanced Internet Research               Evanston
Higher Ed  Millikin University Decatur
Higher Ed  Northern Illinois University DeKalb
Higher Ed  Northern Illinois University DeKalb
Higher Ed  Southern Illinois Collegiate Common Market Herrin 
Higher Ed  Southern Illinois University Carbondale Carbondale
Higher Ed  Southern Illinois University Edwardsville Edwardsville
Higher Ed  Southern Illinois University‐C / IOES  Carbondale
Higher Ed  University Center of Lake County Grayslake
Higher Ed  University of Illinois Urbana
Higher Ed  University of Illinois at Chicago Chicago

K‐12 Schools
K‐12  Abingdon Community Unit School District #217 Abingdon
K‐12  Belleville Township High School District #201 Belleville
K‐12  Blue Ridge Community Unit School District #18 Farmer City
K‐12  Bond County Community Unit School District #2 Greenville
K‐12  Bunker Hill Community Unit School District #8 Bunker Hill
K‐12  Cahokia Unit School District #187 Cahokia
K‐12  Cairo School District #1 Cairo 
K‐12  Chrisman Jr./Sr. High Schools Chrisman
K‐12  Community High School District #218 Oak Lawn
K‐12  Consolidated School District 158 Algonquin
K‐12  Crete‐Monee School District #201‐U Crete 
K‐12  Decatur Public Schools Decatur
K‐12  DeKalb Community Unit School District #428 DeKalb
K‐12  Des Plaines School District 62 Des Plaines
K‐12  Downers Grove Grade School District #58 Downers Grove
K‐12  Glenbard Township High School District 87 Glen Ellyn
K‐12  Granite City Community Unit School District #9 Granite City
K‐12  Hampton School District #29 Hampton
K‐12  Harrisburg Community Unit School District #3 Harrisburg
K‐12  Highland Community Unit School District #5 Highland
K‐12  Kaneland Community School District #302 Maple Park
K‐12  Lake Zurich Community Unit School District #95 Lake Zurich
K‐12  LeRoy CUSD 2 LeRoy 
K‐12  Mattoon Community School District #2 Mattoon
K‐12  McHenry Community High School McHenry



K‐12  McLean County Unit District No. 5 Normal
K‐12  Mt. Zion School District #3 Mt. Zion
K‐12  Mulberry Grove Community Unit School District #1 Mulberry Grove
K‐12  Murphysboro Community Unit School District #186 Murphysboro
K‐12  Pana Community Unit School District #8 Pana 
K‐12  Ponitac Community Consolidated School District #429  Pontiac
K‐12  Prairie Central Community Unit School District #8 Fairbury
K‐12  Prairie Central Community Unit School District #8 Fairbury
K‐12  Ramsey Community Unit School District #204 Ramsey

K‐12 
Regional Office of Education ‐ Christian‐Montgomery 
Counties  Hillsboro

K‐12  Regional Office of Education ‐ Monroe‐Randolph Counties   Waterloo
K‐12  Regional Office of Education 25 Hamilton Jefferson Mt. Vernon
K‐12  Regional Office of Education‐ Whiteside Sterling
K‐12  River Grove School District #85.5 River Grove
K‐12  Shiloh Community School District #1 Hume 
K‐12  St. Damian School Oak Forest
K‐12  St. Joseph School Olney 
K‐12  St. Jude  New Lenox
K‐12  Tamaroa Public School District #5 Tamaroa
K‐12  Trico Community Unit School District #176 Campbell Hill
K‐12  United JR/SR High School Monmouth
K‐12  Unity Point School District #140 Carbondale
K‐12  Valley View Public Schools Romeoville
K‐12  Vandalia Community Schools Unit District #203 Vandalia
K‐12  Winnebago Community Unit School District 323 Winnebago
K‐12   Heyworth Community Unit School District #4 Heyworth
K‐12   Holy Trinity Catholic Church Bloomington
K‐12   Olympia Community Unit School District #16 Stanford
K‐12   Ponitac Community Consolidated School District #429  Pontiac
K‐12   Pontiac Township High School Pontiac

K‐12  
Regional Office of Education ‐ DeWitt ‐ Livingston ‐ 
McLean  Normal

Legislature
Legislator  The Honorable Richard Durbin Illinois 
Legislator  The Honorable Bill Foster District 14
Legislator  The Honorable Debbie Halvorson District 11
Legislator  The Honorable Daniel Brady Bloomington
Legislator  The Honorable Phil Hare Moline 

Libraries
Library  Barclay Public Library Warrensburg



Library  Centralia Regional Library District Centralia
Library  Champaign Public Library Champaign
Library  Chicago Ridge Public Library Chicago Ridge
Library  City of Chicago Public Library Chicago
Library  Colona District Public Library Colona
Library  Des Plaines Public Library Des Plaines
Library  Downers Grove Public Library Downers Grove
Library  DuPage Library System Dupage
Library  Eldorado Memorial Public Library District Eldorado

Library  Elk Grove Village Public Library
Elk Grove 
Village 

Library  Gail Borden Public Library District Elgin 

Library  Glenside Public Library District
Glendale 
Heights

Library  Herrin City Library Herrin 
Library  Hinsdale Public Library Hinsdale
Library  Huntley Area Public Library District Huntley
Library  Indian Prairie Public Library Willowbrook
Library  La Grange Park Public Library La Grange Park
Library  Lewis & Clark Library System Edwardsville
Library  Lincoln Library Springfield
Library  Metropolitan Library System Burr Ridge
Library  Nancy L. McConathy Public Library District Sauk Village
Library  New Lenox Public Library New Lenox
Library  North Suburban Library District Loves Park
Library  Oak Lawn Public Library Oak Lawn
Library  Peoria Heights Public Library Peoria Heights
Library  Rockford Public Library Rockford
Library  Rolling Prairie Library System Decatur
Library  Sallie Logan Public Library Murphysboro
Library  Tremont District Library Tremont
Library  Urbana Free Library, The Urbana
Library  Warrenville Public Library District Warrenville
Library  Wood Dale Library Wood Dale

Other
Other  AFNI  Bloomington
Other  Apartment Mart Bloomington
Other  Beck Area Career Center Red Bud
Other  Cairo Women's Shelter, Inc. Cairo 
Other  Chicago Botanic Garden Glencoe
Other  Chicago Volunteer Legal Services Chicago
Other  DuPage Children's Museum Naperville



Other  Education Services Network Morris 
Other  IESMA Communication Committee Carlinville
Other  Illinois Municipal Utilities Association Springfield
Other  Instituto Del Progreso Latino Chicago
Other  Internet2 Ann Arbor, MI
Other  McLean County Chamber of Commerce Bloomington
Other  SAMI  Bloomington
Other  Teleologic Learning Company Atlanta

Last Mile 3rd Party Providers
Provider  Avenue Broadband Communications Inc Vincennes, IN
Provider  Business Only Broadband Westmont
Provider  Clearwave Communications Harrisburg
Provider  Fox Valley Internet Elgin 
Provider  Intelligent Computing Solutions DeKalb
Provider  NOW Wireless and Conxxus Paxton
Provider  Volo Broadband Champaign
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5 March 2010 

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling 
Assistant Secretary 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
U. S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC  20230 

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application 

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling: 

Oakton Community College, Des Plaines, Illinois, serves 465,000 residents in the near north and 
northwest suburbs of Chicago. Approximately 43,000 students enroll in Oakton’s credit and noncredit 
courses each year. For over ten years, Oakton has partnered with the Illinois Century Network (ICN) to 
provide wide area networking services to the college, both as an intranet (between Illinois institutions) 
and as our access point to the internet. The ICN services have proved highly reliable, and for most of this 
period offered an outstanding value to our college community. 

High quality, high speed data transmission is essential to the operations of a 21st century institution. The 
demands for contemporary technologies such as online instruction, streaming media, internet telephony, 
and disaster recovery have put enormous pressure on the resources of the college. Oakton, like other 
colleges, has had to direct more and more funding to supporting network services. This year, particularly, 
we have struggled to provide adequate, reliable bandwidth at reasonable cost. 

Oakton believes in the value of collaboration in our state, and eagerly supports working with the Illinois 
Community College Board and the Illinois Century Network to provide robust, reliable and affordable 
connectivity for our college. The success of our students depends on our ability to provide them the 
means to study and learn with 21st century tools. 

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for broadband stimulus funding, 
please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely,

Margaret B. Lee 
President 



















March 4, 2010 

Assistant Secretary 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C.  20230 

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application 

Dear Sir, 

Lewis and Clark Community College (LC) wishes to express our support for the State of Illinois’ 
broadband stimulus grant application.  Our college serves 221,000 area residents in a 5 county 
mostly rural area with quality dynamic and affordable learning experiences that prepare students 
to transfer to four-year colleges and universities, for entry into the workforce, and for career 
advancement through continuing education.  The community college is multi-campus with a 
spring enrollment of 8,506 and growing, putting increasing demands on Internet service 
providers for bandwidth to support web based applications, web enhanced courses, 
telecommunications and high definition video conferencing. 

Access to the Illinois Century Network (ICN) backbone from the main campus site has been 
provided via a 100 Mbps leased fiber connection from Charter Communications since 2002.  In 
2006, the college formed the LCCC Consortium with members from area public and parochial 
schools, libraries, state agencies and hospitals to facilitate the equitable distribution of costs and 
subsidies for this link, and share the allocated bandwidth which is set at 38 Mbps through the 
establishment of a community POP.  Alton School District and The Hayner Public Library 
System have been key players in this consortium.  Lewis & Clark Community College is 
interested in continuing to serve as a community POP for the ICN to economically provide 
connections and last mile transport to eligible organizations in the service area. 

Lewis and Clark Community College urgently requires broadband expanded capacity at this 
juncture of the College’s history to fulfill our strategic mission in the following ways: 

� In July 2010, Lewis and Clark will occupy a new national research facility…the 
National Great Rivers Research and Education Center (NGRREC). 

� NGRREC contemplates research broadband data requirements on aquatic data 
sets, terrestrial inventories and mapping and tracking human interaction affecting 
the Mississippi river watershed. 

Currently the College is working with the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, University of Illinois 
Urbana Champaign, Illinois Natural History Survey, America Waterway, The Nature 
Conservancy and more than 15 other groups in assimilating large scale data.  Long term river 



monitoring and multiple river sets are ideal use of broadband applications with our colleagues in 
China, Africa, South America and Europe. 

ICN broadband access has enabled the college, area schools and libraries, and other members of 
the consortium to keep pace with the wonderful opportunities global access to the Internet has 
provided.  It is a critical learning technology and one of the greatest green solutions allowing the 
sharing of information, on-line learning experiences and faster communication without the use of 
paper or inks.  It is critical to our future learning that we be able to facilitate greater access to 
broadband technologies, and find affordable ways to meet ever increasing bandwidth 
requirements that applications are demanding.  Having greater bandwidth available to more 
locations and to users would definitely allow us to take advantage of higher definition 
applications using video streaming technologies.  Just as an example, when we experimented 
with lifting the lid on the allocated bandwidth from the ICN during the presidential election the 
bandwidth required for the video streaming at our location doubled.  Broadband is an important 
critical technology to our organization.  With high capacities, we can look forward to expanding 
and implementing broad band services in our organization. 

One of the challenges we face is that most connections to our POP from entities are over copper 
T1s with limited 1.5 Mbps bandwidth capabilities.  The build-out costs to run fiber to locations is 
currently cost prohibitive.  We recently looked at running fiber to a new research center located 
along the river and found it hard to justify ($57,000 build-out, $1400 monthly for 5 Mbps 
bandwidth), so we went with the lower bandwidth copper T1s back to main campus. 

We also have several rural community education center locations where the cost to run a copper 
connection back to the main campus is still cost prohibitive.  In these areas we have opted for the 
lower speed, less reliable, poorer QoS  DSL connections or dial-up, and continue to suffer from 
frequent service interruptions, disconnections and slower speeds.  All of this impacts our ability 
to serve and be responsive to our communities.  We even have mobile nursing units needing 
Internet access and providing reliable service is still a big challenge which impacts patients 
(including elderly) in the rural and more economically disadvantaged areas we serve. 

If we can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for broadband 
stimulus funding, please contact me at 618-468-2000 or by email at dchapman@lc.edu.

Very truly yours, 

Dale T. Chapman, Ed.D. 
President  









Dr. Thomas L. Choice 
President

(815) 825-2086, ext. 2010 
email: tchoice@kishwaukeecollege.edu 

March 9, 2010 
 
Assistant Secretary 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C.  20230 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Kishwaukee College supports the State of Illinois’ broadband stimulus grant application.  We 
have been providing educational opportunities since 1968 to an ever-increasing number of 
students, this year serving approximately 10,500 students and community members.  We have 
been partners with the Illinois Century Network (ICN) for several years for broadband Internet 
access.  Our ability to provide affordable Internet access in support of our educational mission is 
made possible only through our partnership with ICN. 
 
Faster broadband access to the Internet, though, is becoming increasingly important as our 
students and faculty continue to use more hosted services, online content, and IP-based 
streaming video lectures to enhance the educational process.  Increasing the middle-mile 
bandwidth will allow us to take advantage of shared systems and services that can be broadcast 
and accessed across the ICN network. 
 
We are anxious for increased middle-mile bandwidth to partner with other community colleges 
to consolidate learning systems and information resources, to deliver higher-bandwidth Internet-
based instruction, and to host shared disaster recovery solutions.  Increased middle-mile 
bandwidth will also provide opportunities for our Center for Business Development to host 
online training for businesses as well as to develop new business in the region. 
 
Please feel free to contact Scott Armstrong if we can be of any assistance or if you have any 
questions regarding our support in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for broadband 
stimulus funding.  He can be reached via E-mail at scott@kishwaukeecollege.edu or via 
telephone at 815-825-2086, extensions 3580. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Tom Choice 
President 
Kishwaukee College 
21193 Malta Road 
Malta, IL 60150-9699 





















 H I G H L A N D   C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E 

2998 W. Pearl City Road * Freeport, IL 61032-9341 * 815-235-6121 * Fax 815-235-6130

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

March 5, 2010 

Assistant Secretary  
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C.  20230 

Re:  Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application 

Dear Sir: 

Highland Community College supports the initiative for the State of Illinois’ broadband stimulus 
grant application.  The college’s mission is built around meeting the needs of the greater 
northwest Illinois community by providing quality educational and cultural programs, with over 
60 degrees and certificates offered to the residents of our district.  We are proud to serve roughly 
5,000 students annually at our campus in Freeport and at satellite locations throughout the 
district. Our institution meets our students’ technological needs for coursework and job training 
with the college’s commitment to keeping access to relevant technology current.  

One critically important aspect of our technology has been our access to the Illinois Century 
Network (ICN) for our Internet bandwidth.  Highland has partnered with the ICN for nearly 10 
years and depends on them for their bandwidth and expertise in alternate and backup connection 
options that have strengthened our partnership with them and increased the value of the services 
we receive.   

Like many other organizations, Highland is becoming increasingly dependent upon access to 
reliable, high-speed bandwidth.  We have many critical applications that are hosted by our 
application vendors, each requiring access to more and more bandwidth, especially as the content 
they deliver becomes more media-rich.  With the availability of additional bandwidth, we would 
be able to explore more distance learning options with two-way video conferencing to our K - 12 
schools, as well as investigate additional replication options for disaster recovery and business 
continuity, which we are currently unable to facilitate with existing access to bandwidth. 

Being in a rural area of the state, the last mile charges for access to our nearest ICN POP have 
been a huge issue.  With access to the higher capacities that the new ICN will be able to offer, 
Highland feels that it would be able to stay current with new requirements for courses, programs 
and job training for many years to come.  Our current solution is, in reality, only good for a few 
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March 5, 2010 
Page 2 

more year’s worth of growth and use, after which time we will be required to explore new ways 
of acquiring and funding additional bandwidth.   

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for broadband stimulus 
funding, please contact me at 815-599-3514 or by email at joe.kanosky@highland.edu.  

Sincerely, 

Joe M. Kanosky, Ph.D. 
President 

JMK:tag 



















 

 

 
March 19, 2010 
 
Assistant Secretary 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C.  20230 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application 
 
Frontier Community College was originally established to be the College beyond walls and has long been engaged in attempts to 
deliver high quality education and services for our students and community residents throughout the Southern Illinois region.  
One of the vehicles for the development of courses and programs has been to establish strategic partnerships to share 
information and resources.  This approach has allowed us to emphasize quality education and increase access to our local 
community residents – not only at our physical campus but also at dozens of partner facilities located in eight outlying counties.  
However, the lack of affordable broadband options and capacity has proven to be a detriment to our ability to provide the types 
of programming that our communities need to deal with the economic realities that we all face.   It is within this context, that 
we extend this letter of support on behalf of the Illinois Century Network’s application for the Broadband Technology 
Opportunities Program grant. 

As we have endeavored to expand our operations, and extend our online education and training efforts, we have had 
several discussions with local ISP’s in an effort to expand our 3Mb connection.  In those discussions, they tell me that a lack 
of middle-mile infrastructure is a considerable problem for them and a formidable obstacle to building a sustainable 
broadband network that we need to serve our communities.  Further they claim that increases IP traffic has exacerbated 
bandwidth congestion and that existing revenue shortfalls are multiplied as the scale of operations increases.  In short, they 
claim high-speed Internet service may not be sustainable in our local communities because of pure economics.   
 
These are the reasons we applaud the Illinois Century Network’s work goal of expanding broadband access to rural 
communities.  By doing so, we believe that geographical and financial barriers can be overcome so that we can provide 
access to a wide range of educational, cultural, and recreational opportunities for our District residents.  Further, 
broadband access to new telecommunications technologies such as Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) will allow us to 
communicate better with 500+ adjunct faculty members and the 9000+ students that we have that are geographically 
separated from our main campus.  Moreover, the prospect of having Telecommunications Relay Services (TRS) to use Video 
Relay Services (VRS) to communicate more easily, quickly, and expressively with voice telephone users is an exciting 
prospect that will also enhance the quality of the education and training we could provide.  Finally, with expanded 
broadband access, we could better support our local Hospital’s efforts to transform their medical records processes and 
provide medical care to un-served and underserved populations through remote diagnosis, treatment, monitoring, and 
consultations with specialists.   

As such, the opportunity of continued work with the Illinois Century Network on the implementation of these grant 
initiatives will be of enormous benefit to our community residents and is an exciting prospect.   We believe, this will 
significantly improve the quality of life in our community and as such, encourage the funding of this project.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. Timothy Taylor 
President, Frontier Community College 





 

 

 

 

 

 

March 3, 2010 

Assistant Secretary 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C.  20230 

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to express Elgin Community College’s full support for the Illinois Century Network 
application for federal stimulus funds. ECC has been a member of the ICN since its inception 
and depends on the high-speed internet network access service it provides to support many 
educational programs.  

Broadband access to the internet is vital in providing educational opportunities to our students, as 
well as operations of the college. As of this year, over half of our credit hours are delivered in 
course formats that involve online activities. Online application, as well as course registration, 
has gone from being a novelty to the expected norm. Adequate, dependable internet connectivity 
is essential. To meet these needs, we purchase 16 megabits of bandwidth from the ICN to 
augment the 14 megabits we are allocated, based on our enrollment. This total just barely meets 
our needs. 

Of particular concern and expense to ECC is the growing cost of the so called “last mile” 
connection to the Illinois Century network. We must provision and pay for the connection 
between our campuses and the ICN’s nearest point of presence. This cost will continue to grow 
as we increase the capacity of our ICN connection to meet our growing needs due to enrollment 
increases and program expansion. 

We enthusiastically support the ICN’s broadband funds application in order to give the ICN end-
to-end control over the network that is vital to community colleges across the state. Please 
contact me if I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for 
broadband stimulus funding. 

Sincerely, 

David Sam, PhD, JD 
President 















March 11, 2010 

Assistant Secretary 
National Telecommunicatons and Information Administration 
U. S. Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

Re: Letter of Support for Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application 

Dear Assistant Secretary, 

Waubonsee Community College is writing to express its support for the State of Illinois Century 
Network’s application for Round 2 BTOP (Broadband Technology Opportunities Program) 
funding. Waubonsee Community College is a public, comprehensive community college 
organized in 1966 as mandated by the Illinois Community College Act to provide education and 
training services for individuals in portions of Kane, Kendall, DeKalb, LaSalle and Will counties 
of District 516. Kane and Kendall counties represent two of the fastest growing counties in the 
United States. Enrollment increases are now in the 8-12% range each term. This semester we 
have 12,000 students and 4,000 seats in online classes. 
�
Waubonsee Community College has been the recipient of broadband service from the State of 
Illinois through the Illinois Century Network for 10 years. The Illinois Century Network has 
provided a cost-effective way for the college to access the Internet. The World Wide Web plays 
a critical part in providing distance learning, online classes, academic services, campus 
management and operations, and communications. The Internet is employed in Smart 
classrooms, computing labs and is made available to students and the Waubonsee community. 

Greater bandwidth would provide more opportunities to supply a superior service to students, 
faculty and staff with the corresponding enhanced performance and accessibility. This includes 
the following:  

� Expanded instructional opportunities and the ability to share resources between Illinois 
community colleges and other educational institutions of higher learning in the state and 
in the nation.  

� Two-way interactive instruction and collaboration among higher education institutions to 
provide learners in Illinois with many more opportunities for additional and diverse 
programming.  

� A wider array of program offerings made available to rural and other areas in the state 
with fewer resources. 

� Economically disadvantaged learners from the college’s large urban area and many rural 
areas would have campus access to meet online and traditional learning needs. 
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Our current bandwidth limits the college’s ability to provide high quality streaming video to 
enhance online and traditional classes. This video capability would enhance the learning 
experience by providing more effective communication between students and faculty. The 
college needs more bandwidth in order to take full advantage of the benefits provided by the 
many new technologies continually being developed.  

Accessibility is one of the college’s core values: “We remove barriers to learning formed by 
time, geography, education, culture, experience or beliefs to provide a full range of quality 
educational opportunities for all who can benefit.”  Insufficient bandwidth limits our ability to 
respond to the increasing demand for online classes and distance learning. Most of our students, 
both full- and part-time, are employed. Online classes provide accessibility to learning 
opportunities for people with already busy schedules and lives.

This grant would allow Illinois to employ fiber optics for greater connectivity and an increase in 
the amount of bandwidth available to this college and others in the state. It would allow Illinois 
to take ownership of this communication pipeline which would, in turn, be there for the sharing 
of classes and curriculum across the state. It would allow Waubonsee Community College to 
spend its funds on technological advances in learning rather than outside broadband carriers and 
focus on student success. 

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for broadband stimulus 
funding, please contact me at (630) 466-2300 or by e-mail at csobek@waubonsee.edu. 

Sincerely,

Christine J. Sobek, Ed.D. 
President  




