Connected
Entities

r
| Anchor
| Institutions

0o

ooo (DDD Oood | dod

(I [ LT {1

O
O
O

:_Community

| Colleges
|

oo

ooo (DDD Oood | dod

Lm0 8ud

O
O
O

DIAGRAM A

Laterals

Lateral Link:

10G Connection, With a
typical distance of 3,000
feet,- 144 strands of
fiber. These laterals
serve both to connect
the listed anchor
institutions as well as
provide last mile
providers access to the
fiber backbone.
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Points of connection with backbone
service providers:

Proposed Aggregation Node
facilities:

Backbone

Interconnection points with
telecom partners, broadband
carriers as well as other
interested parties are
identified in Diagram B

by any icon (POP, ILA, etc.)

For Fiber Services, any
location identified by any
icon in Diagram B can be
used as a ‘egress point.’

For Lambda and Data Services,

any point identified as a POP (5%)
in Diagram B can also be used as an
‘egress point’

as well as an Interconnection point to
or between broadband and backbone networks,

Internet Service Providers(s) and other services
(telcos, high bandwidth concentration points) are
identified in Diagram B, specifically as ‘CO/Peers

Legend
* ILA Site
¥ POPSie
. Interconnection Point
. - Backbone Built
@ =« = = Backbone ExistingIRU

= Backbone Partner Trade

' Service Area

CO/Peers

Diagram B



I Anchor
| Institutions |

Hooo
I ooo D ooo DDD
ooo
DDD nmn DDD

Subrate
Ethernet and
VPN Services

ICN MPLS
Network

Anchor

| Institutions via |
| aggregation |
| institution

Wire Speed
Ethernet
(10G or 1G)

Trib Shelf
j————-=
Cellular
| Carrier Lambda
:(SG 4C(x )) Access
R

DWDM Shelf

Colocation
Facility

FTTx Carrier

|

Local Community
| Subscribers

Fiber Access

POP Site

DIAGRAM C

I' Back‘bone_l

I'Back‘bone_l

1T T T
Wireless I
| Network I

| Carrler(( ))|

I Anchor
Ilnstltutlonswa |

aggregation |
| institution |
I oog | == I
| S DDDI

1000 |nmpl ooo

- — =

prmp——

Colocation
Facility

Fiber Access Fiber Access

Interconnect
Site

ILA Site

The above boxes represent only a handful of
the types of purposes, institutions and business
that can connect, as an example. Any site can,
at their choosing, connect in any method.
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CIRBN Network Diagram — Wireless System

5.7 GHz Point-to-Point

300 Mbps
Average Distance 13.4

miles
Min Height 65'

KXXXX7ron
X XXXKAS

XXX
%

Relay Connection

5.7 GHz Point-to-Point

300 Mbps ER

Average Distance 13.4 miles ;3;;::

Min Height 65 ’0"% Max Height: 298"
gb" Average Height: 154

Max Height: 298
Average Height: 154

AX
A

P

Community Member
Site Wireless Bridge
Point

Communify Member
Site Wireless Bridge
Point / Relay Tower

Two 10 Gigabit
connections to POP
nodes on backbone
ring using 4 strands of

Single Mode fiber

QXQIQIOMM:__
’}xﬁ’f

X

X SRR

\/

1 Gigabit connection
over copper

CIRBN 10 Gigabit
Backbone Ring — 8 POP

Nodes
Wireless BackHaul
Aggregation Point locations Geographically
dispersed around
Bloomington/Normal
connected by 288 strands

Remote Communities Distribution
\

Two distribution nodes per

community for fault tolerance.
of Single mode fiber

Two 1 Gigabit connections to

Community Distribution nodes using 4

strands of fiber with average runs of
approx. ¥2 mile
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Customer/Member Sites
in Remote Communities

Member
Router




CIRBN Network Diagram — Wireline System

Member
Router

Customer/Member Sites
in Bloomington/Normal

Two 1 Gigabit connections

to geographically disperse

POP nodes on-backbone-

ring per site using 4 strands
of fiber

To Peoria, Champaign,

%WWM «—Dackbone ring using 2
tolerant fiber loop

Remote Communities _ . .
Distribution Nodes 10 Gigabit connection
to POP node on

strands Single Mode

Communities chained together using two fiber fiber Wi;[chliveffge runs
strands of single mode fiber. Two distribution 0 miles . .
. CIRBN 10 Gigabit
nodes per community for fault tolerance. .
P y Backbone Ring — 8 POP
locations
Geographically
dispersed around
Bloomington/Normal
Two 1 Gigabit connections to i cognec;tgd b?’ 288d
) Community Distribution nodes strands ot singie mode
Customer/Member Sites

in Remote Communities

Member
Router

using 4 strands of fiber with fiber
average runs of approx. ¥ mile
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Illinois Broadband Opportunity
Partnership East Central Region

Application to the US Department of Commerce’s National
Telecommunications and Information Administration for the Recovery
Act Broadband Opportunities Grant Program

Letters of support from Anchor Institutions and
Third Party Providers



Letters of Support from Anchor Institutions

Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College

Community Colleges

Carl Sandburg College

City Colleges of Chicago

College of DuPage

College of Lake County

Danville Area Community College
Elgin Community College

Eureka College

Frontier Community College
Greenville College

Harper College

Harry S Truman College
Heartland Community College
Heartland Community College
Heartland Community College
Highland Community College
Illinois Central College

Illinois Eastern Community Colleges
Illinois Valley Community College
John A. Logan College

John Wood Community College
Joliet Junior College

Kaskaskia College

Kishwaukee College

Lake Land College

Lewis & Clark Community College
Lincoln College

Lincoln Land Community College
Lincoln Trail College

McHenry County College
Moraine Valley Community College
Oakton Community College
Olney Central College

Parkland College

Prairie State College

Rend Lake College

Richland Community College
Rock Valley College

Galesburg
Chicago
Glen Ellyn
Grayslake
Danville
Elgin
Eureka
Fairfield
Greenville
Palatine
Chicago
Normal
Normal
Normal
Freeport
East Peoria
Olney
Oglesby
Carterville
Quincy
Joliet
Centralia
Malta
Mattoon
Godfrey
Normal
Springfield
Robinson
Crystal Lake
Palos Hills
Des Plaines
Olney
Champaign
Chicago Heights
Ina
Decatur
Rockford



Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College
Community College

Government
Government
Government
Government
Government
Government
Government
Government
Government
Government
Government
Government
Government

Government
Government
Government
Government
Government
Government
Government
Government

Healthcare
Healthcare
Healthcare
Healthcare
Healthcare
Healthcare
Healthcare
Healthcare

Sauk Valley Community College
Sauk Valley Community College
Shawnee Community College
South Suburban College
Southeastern Illinois College
Southwestern lllinois College
Triton College

Wabash Valley College
Waubonsee Community College

State and Local Government
City of Atlanta
City of Bloomington
City of Champaign
City of Lexington
City of Pontiac
Coles County Sheriff's Department
Green County Health Department
Illinois Board of Higher Education
Illinois Community College Board
Illinois Office of the Secretary of State
Illinois State Board of Education
Illinois State Museum

Jackson County Health Department
Madison County Government Employment and Training
Department

McLean County Board

Quincy Adams County 911

Sangamon County Information Systems Department
Town of Normal

Village of Arrowsmith

Village of Gridley

Village of Hudson

Healthcare
Chestnut Health Systems
Community Health & Emergency Services, Inc.
Crawford Memorial Hospital
Gibson Area Hospital & Health Services
[llinois Rural Health Net
Institute for Psychoanalysis
Marshall Browning Hospital
Pickneyville Community Hospital

Dixon

Dixon

Ullin

South Holland
Harrisburg
Belleville
River Grove
Mt. Carmel
Aurora

Atlanta
Bloomington
Champaign
Lexington
Pontiac
Charleston
Carrollton
Springfield
Springfield
Springfield
Springfield
Springfield
Murphysboro

Wood River
Bloomington
Quincy
Sangamon
Normal
Arrowsmith
Gridley
Hudson

Bloomington
Carbondale
Robinson
Gibson City
DeKalb
Chicago

Du Quoin
Pickneyville



Higher Ed
Higher Ed
Higher Ed
Higher Ed
Higher Ed
Higher Ed
Higher Ed
Higher Ed
Higher Ed
Higher Ed
Higher Ed
Higher Ed
Higher Ed

K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12

Higher Education
Illinois Institute of Technology
Illinois State University
International Center for Advanced Internet Research
Millikin University
Northern lllinois University
Northern lllinois University
Southern Illinois Collegiate Common Market
Southern Illinois University Carbondale
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville
Southern Illinois University-C / IOES
University Center of Lake County
University of lllinois
University of lllinois at Chicago

K-12 Schools
Abingdon Community Unit School District #217
Belleville Township High School District #201
Blue Ridge Community Unit School District #18
Bond County Community Unit School District #2
Bunker Hill Community Unit School District #8
Cahokia Unit School District #187
Cairo School District #1
Chrisman Jr./Sr. High Schools
Community High School District #218
Consolidated School District 158
Crete-Monee School District #201-U
Decatur Public Schools
DeKalb Community Unit School District #428
Des Plaines School District 62
Downers Grove Grade School District #58
Glenbard Township High School District 87
Granite City Community Unit School District #9
Hampton School District #29
Harrisburg Community Unit School District #3
Highland Community Unit School District #5
Kaneland Community School District #302
Lake Zurich Community Unit School District #95
LeRoy CUSD 2
Mattoon Community School District #2
McHenry Community High School

Chicago
Normal
Evanston
Decatur
DeKalb
DeKalb
Herrin
Carbondale
Edwardsville
Carbondale
Grayslake
Urbana
Chicago

Abingdon
Belleville
Farmer City
Greenville
Bunker Hill
Cahokia
Cairo
Chrisman
Oak Lawn
Algonquin
Crete
Decatur
DeKalb
Des Plaines

Downers Grove

Glen Ellyn
Granite City
Hampton
Harrisburg
Highland
Maple Park
Lake Zurich
LeRoy
Mattoon
McHenry



K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12

K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12
K-12

K-12

Legislator
Legislator
Legislator
Legislator
Legislator

Library

McLean County Unit District No. 5

Mt. Zion School District #3

Mulberry Grove Community Unit School District #1
Murphysboro Community Unit School District #186
Pana Community Unit School District #8

Ponitac Community Consolidated School District #429
Prairie Central Community Unit School District #8
Prairie Central Community Unit School District #8

Ramsey Community Unit School District #204
Regional Office of Education - Christian-Montgomery
Counties

Regional Office of Education - Monroe-Randolph Counties
Regional Office of Education 25 Hamilton Jefferson
Regional Office of Education- Whiteside

River Grove School District #85.5

Shiloh Community School District #1

St. Damian School

St. Joseph School

St. Jude

Tamaroa Public School District #5

Trico Community Unit School District #176

United JR/SR High School

Unity Point School District #140

Valley View Public Schools

Vandalia Community Schools Unit District #203
Winnebago Community Unit School District 323
Heyworth Community Unit School District #4

Holy Trinity Catholic Church

Olympia Community Unit School District #16

Ponitac Community Consolidated School District #429

Pontiac Township High School
Regional Office of Education - DeWitt - Livingston -
McLean

Legislature
The Honorable Richard Durbin
The Honorable Bill Foster
The Honorable Debbie Halvorson
The Honorable Daniel Brady
The Honorable Phil Hare

Libraries
Barclay Public Library

Normal
Mt. Zion

Mulberry Grove

Murphysboro
Pana

Pontiac
Fairbury
Fairbury
Ramsey

Hillsboro
Waterloo
Mt. Vernon
Sterling
River Grove
Hume

Oak Forest
Olney

New Lenox
Tamaroa
Campbell Hill
Monmouth
Carbondale
Romeoville
Vandalia
Winnebago
Heyworth
Bloomington
Stanford
Pontiac
Pontiac

Normal

Illinois
District 14
District 11
Bloomington
Moline

Warrensburg



Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library

Library
Library

Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library

Other
Other
Other
Other
Other
Other
Other

Centralia Regional Library District
Champaign Public Library

Chicago Ridge Public Library

City of Chicago Public Library

Colona District Public Library

Des Plaines Public Library

Downers Grove Public Library

DuPage Library System

Eldorado Memorial Public Library District

Elk Grove Village Public Library
Gail Borden Public Library District

Glenside Public Library District
Herrin City Library

Hinsdale Public Library

Huntley Area Public Library District
Indian Prairie Public Library

La Grange Park Public Library
Lewis & Clark Library System
Lincoln Library

Metropolitan Library System
Nancy L. McConathy Public Library District
New Lenox Public Library

North Suburban Library District
Oak Lawn Public Library

Peoria Heights Public Library
Rockford Public Library

Rolling Prairie Library System
Sallie Logan Public Library
Tremont District Library

Urbana Free Library, The
Warrenville Public Library District
Wood Dale Library

Other
AFNI
Apartment Mart
Beck Area Career Center
Cairo Women's Shelter, Inc.
Chicago Botanic Garden
Chicago Volunteer Legal Services
DuPage Children's Museum

Centralia
Champaign
Chicago Ridge
Chicago
Colona

Des Plaines
Downers Grove
Dupage
Eldorado

Elk Grove
Village

Elgin
Glendale
Heights
Herrin
Hinsdale
Huntley
Willowbrook
La Grange Park
Edwardsville
Springfield
Burr Ridge
Sauk Village
New Lenox
Loves Park
Oak Lawn
Peoria Heights
Rockford
Decatur
Murphysboro
Tremont
Urbana
Warrenville
Wood Dale

Bloomington
Bloomington
Red Bud
Cairo
Glencoe
Chicago
Naperville



Other
Other
Other
Other
Other
Other
Other
Other

Provider
Provider
Provider
Provider
Provider
Provider
Provider

Education Services Network

IESMA Communication Committee
[llinois Municipal Utilities Association
Instituto Del Progreso Latino

Internet2

McLean County Chamber of Commerce
SAMI

Teleologic Learning Company

Last Mile 3" Party Providers
Avenue Broadband Communications Inc
Business Only Broadband
Clearwave Communications
Fox Valley Internet
Intelligent Computing Solutions
NOW Wireless and Conxxus
Volo Broadband

Morris
Carlinville
Springfield
Chicago

Ann Arbor, Ml
Bloomington
Bloomington
Atlanta

Vincennes, IN
Westmont
Harrisburg
Elgin

DeKalb
Paxton
Champaign



Community Colleges
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Wednesday, March D, 2000

Anlshunl Secrotirny

Nationss] Telecummunmeations g Infarmalion Adiministearion
LES, Depariment ol Commaice

Washingtan. YO, 20030

Re: Letter of Support far the Hiinois Century Netwark Broadhand Stimudas Funds Applicition
Dear Sir,

Lam writing 1o eAPress bt Conpany s cothisiis e sapport ar che 1o ¢ entury Notwark (10N Broawdbapd
Stimulus Funds spplication far Broadband Fechnology Opportanities Prageam Tunding tor the exgmaision the 10N
Fran Klwong

EHirarganization employs A% individualy and is agtive i cconomic develupnient in Wast Central lilinos, We
Petivve that the [N expansion will otter new appartimitios to grow our business wid crere v joahs at s lime ol
wenanic distress.

The current avinlanlity of Broadband in West Central Hinois w eriticaily important o Institatsn. Far e past
1 years, TCN has been an invalimble resource for our students sod aor communitios, It is VCTY IMprting that the
Sapgity andd the coverage oF ICIN be expanded to meet coeeent ane Tuture broadband deniands

We applaud the tederal goversment’s leadership in contronting this critial fssue and we belivve Hhar TCN UL o)

I fuaneledd and replivated  could manstorm our communities by providing access 0 rich, diverse and ox pandel
eedugational oppertunitivs, Through partiership with communily college districts than cover every squars inch in
Whinais. the cxpunsion of TN will allaw our students il fesidents aooess UPPOTItes withom Raving @ leave
their cotimumiies,

Beyoml imtnedinte spportunities for o Collepe disirigt, we are also excitel Iy the vpportanity (ur [ON 0
atretrhen West Central Hliss Reman™s wcommie compelitiveness throngh providing sfordable advanced
Droaeband seryives to e repion s residents, insttdnons nd Basipeses

Thank you bor your qonsideration of this inpartant project.

Kincerely,

A stetlctd

Thomas A, SRt
Fresident

Ll Sandbory Caolleye
200 T 1L, Wlson lvd.,
Cislestarg I 61401
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WABASH VALLEY COLLEGE

OFFICK OF THE PRESIDENT
H1R-362-8641 ext, 33H3

Fax: 613-262-7T541

fowlermigieee.ede

March 15, 2010

wiww. wahashyallcy.co

Assistant Scoretary

MNational Telocommunications and Information Administration
LS. Department of Commerce

Washinpton, D.C. 20230

Re: Letier of Support for the llinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir:

i is my pleasure to write a letter in support of the State of Minois’ broadband stimulus grant. As
a community college in rural southeastern Hlinois we experience the challenpes of limited
bandwidth a otr institution every day. The prohiferation of online content, online classes and
the student’s desire to seek information continualiy has inundated our capabilitics. The [llincis
Century Network’s proposal would greatly help the flow of information to our students, faculty,
staff and community members.

Wabash Valley College has had a working relationship with the linois Century Network for
more than ten years. ln that time, they have seen our bandwidih usage grow at a rapid rate.

They have provided guality service to our institution and have developed a partnership that only
grows stronger with time. Their broadband proposal would provide Wabash Valley College with
needed bandwidth to expand our offerings and the mode by which content is delivered 10
students. Expanding the mode by which we offer content will allow us (o teach to various
learing stylcs on campus and at a distance. This will have a direct correlation on student
learning, educational attainment and the economy of southeastern Hlinois.

Qur ability to effectively broaden the scope of technology at Wabash Valley College through tins
coliaboration will be a key factor in determining children’s attitudes toward education and
rescarch thus mmpacting generations to come. Wabash Valley Coliege strongly supports this
proposal and the opportunitics it could bring. 1f 1 can be of further assistance ia this endecavor
please contact me at the number above or by email at fowlerm(@iecc.edu.

Smcerely,

Matt Fowler

2200 COLLEGE DRIVE MT, CARMEL, TLLINOIS B2H43
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Tnton

ILLEGE

Office of the
President

March 8, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
LS. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the DMinois Century Netwoirk Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear St

Triton College, located in River Grove, Ullines, is a comprehensive public community
college that serves the near western suburbs ol the City of Chicago. The College has an open
admission policy which guaraniees the availability of career and transterable general
education, adult basic education, including GED and ESL, business protessional and
econennc development services, continuing education and worktorce development training
to all residents of western Cook County. Triton College is aceredited by the Higher Leaming
Commission, aind serves approximately 17,500 students each semester with more than 123
degree and certtficate programs. Triton Callege has approxmmately | 506 employees.

The College is very exeited about the oppoitunity to expand its parinership with ICN o
bring inercased Intermet bandwidth 1o the campus and swrounding comimunity. TON, which
is managed by the State of Ulinws Central Management Services (CMS). has provided
Triten College with Interpet access and suppoit tor over 10 yvears. Thas access has provided
students and staft the abilits 10 utilize vital resourees such as online learming applications,
stalf and student pontals, and librasy services.

Hiph-speed aceess to the Internet 1y critical 10 the operations of Triton Collese, This 1s
particularly true as more and morve services are rendered via the Intermet. Forinstance, in
2008 the College increased 1ts Imemet connect fram 18Mphs to 300ipbs. but due w
increases in onhine ¢lasses and the use of online litwary services the campus maxed-out the
30Mpbs bandwidth within noinths, In the last tew vears, the College has continued 1o
experience dramatic increases in the rendering and use ol online services in areas such as
online application and registration. {inancial aid, tuttion payments, book store, transcript
processing, and deerce audil, w name a few.

Triton’s current broadband services are supplied by a combinaton of ATET and IUN. The
College pays 522000 a vear for 30Mpbs of bandwidth, Our hope is that by partnening with
1IN on their broadband preject the College will realize substanual savings that can be put



LS. Departmient of Commerce
March 8, 2010
Page 2

Loward other teaching and Jearming nitiatives for the students and constituents within its
district.

Triton College’s district encompasses approximately 63 square milcs, and the college serves
approximately 331,000 peopie residing in 25 demographically and cuiturally diverse towns
and villages. With the higher capacities that the new ICN broadband initiative will be able to
otfer. the College will be in a much beiter position to offer a broader range of services and
information to its students and community,

i Triton College can be of any assistance in advancing the State of [llineis™ application for
broadband sumulus tunding, please contact our Associate Vice President of Information
Systems, Terence Felton at 708-456-0300 ext. 3684 or by emaii at tellon@triton.edu

Sincerely,

P A

1
.

Patricra Crranades., e, T3
Prosident



iu CHfice of the President

WESTERN = 00 Carlyle Avenug < Bellisvillis 1L 6222158099
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March 4, 2040

Asmistant Secretary Lawrance B Sinckling

MNational Telecommurmcations and Information Adrmirstration
U.5. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re Letier of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

Simply put: Southwestern lllingis — the region— is at e telecommunications and educational
crossroads, Southwestern |llincis College has long bean ready to help; and the time (s now!

Southwastern lllinois College (SWIC) enthusiastically supporis the Slate of llinois broadband
stimulus grant application.  But, wa need 1o ba the Painl of Prasence location in Southarn [llinois
SWIC is the largest lllincis community college south of the Chicago Metropolitan Area and has been a
part of the llincis Cerlury Nelwork (ICN) since ils inception in 1993 ICN, the CMS broadband
infrastructure, has graciously provided some internet access to Southem lllinois.

Howsver, SWIC pays the second-highsst lllinois community college lee for lelecommunications, and
thera are underservad areas in the southern part of our distnict that only have limited dial-up access.
It |15 critical that broadband be delivered regionally at the same affordable price that the Chicago
Metropolitan Ares enjoys, To that end, a groug in socuthem lllinms, ConnectSI has been working for
seyeral years to bring Broadband o our area

Bul the time for delivery is now considering.

¢ SWIC )5 the hscal agent and a Regonal Center for the llinos Community College
Sustainability Network (ICCSN), which will increase bandwidth needs.

+ Regional communications volumea has increasad due o aconomy-driven anrallmant growth
and statewide partnerships.

« SWIC is seeking a grant with the Uiniversily of lllinois lo deliver computing access to our
underserved area around and south of East St Louis.

o Currently, SWIC uses ICN for Intemet Services and pays a penally for bandwidih above ils
ICN allocation

Bellayille Campis - Sam Walf Grandite City Campas . Red Bud Campus



» Our community college district crosses two LATAs and leases data lrunks from ATAT and
Hamisonville Telephone Company (HTC), our local service providers, for the [ast mile.

= [n the southern part of the SWIC distnict, lelecommunications lines are fimited to 1.5 Mb lines
al a cost so high that the line is shared by the K-12 schools with our SWIC Red Bud college
campus. If SWIC could provide access for K-12 schools at an affordable price, students
would have an aqual opparfumty 1o access the Internet like students in the northern part of the
state.

Due lo delayed progress with ConnectS), in January SWIC entered into an ATAT agreement to bring
Opt-E-MAN lo our campuses at an annual cost of $150,702.60 for five 100 Mb telecommunication
lines to service the multiple campuses. Bul costs remain high because SWIC is so far from the
Collinsville Peint of Presence (POP), reaffirming that SWIC neads to be an Internst POP: to deliver
service aquitably throughout the district, to provide access to underserved areas; to deliver distance
learning courses; and to continue statewide and local parinerships.

Rasulting high-priority community concarns include.

= Regional fire/police departments cannol access distance-learming courses dus lo bandwidin
conslraints and cosls

= Access for hospital internships and samor citizen canters are limited by bandwidth and cost

» K-12 schools in the southern part of the SWIC district share a 1.5 Mb line which is maxed out
and limits schools use of the Internet.

Should SWIC become an anchor institution and Internet POP: education can be expanded threughout
our district with distance-leaming classes; training would become available for our fire/police
departments from their localions. hospital partnershups would be available via telecommunications:
and broadband accass for K-12 schools m the southem part of the SWIC district would be readily
accassible

To help us advance the Siate of lllincis application for broadband stimulus funding that will address
undersarvad araas like Southwestern llinois, please contact SWIC CIO Christine Laja st 618-841-
5691 or Chrstine Leja@swic adu . or please feel free to contact me directly at 618-222-5477 or
Geogu Costeliofiswi: etu

The time is now... and SWIC Is ready to *POP" with community-sarvice pride, given the opportunity.

Sincerely. »
- Fl i o - o ot 4 &
L_,g_;i"cd.'-r-s-.-__ {&éﬁ‘&,r /ﬁ"j{ 5‘"
Georgia Costello, Ph D
Frasiden



Jonahy Rice, Pha,
Iribiardin Prestdent March 4, 2010

Celehraing txoellence

Assistant Secretary
Natonal Teleconmmunications and Inforpmtion Admimistration
(1.5, Department of Commerce

Souheastern Washington, D.C. 20230

[Hinsls

Callisgte Re: Letle o . e , - . "

e e Lelter ol Support for the Wineis Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds

teloig Application

beuming

iy proviching: Dear Sir,

gty

aecessibie | write this letter in enthusiastic support of the State of lllinois” broadband stimulus

s grant application. 1 am excited about the impact funding of this grant imtiative would

fmﬂ"b' lave on the students served by Southeastern [linois College,

TR T

opportiies, The Southeastern [linois College distrier resides in a rural area ol Southern llinois

and suppon where jobs and opportunily are scarce and a quality education s paramount to

far economic seeuring successful employment. Many area residents and local businesses have dial-

Hevelapmein!. up Internet aceess as their only option,  Additional broadband capabilities are critical

By for our communities to grow and prosper,

Fairnnss For mare than a decade, Southeastern has relied on the llinois Century Network
(ICN) to provide Intemet and distance learning services our’ students. The 1CN is a

Integriy livst class orgamization and provides us with the stable network infrastruciure needed
to support our online educational environment.

Compassion

Sl Southeastern [linvis i:l'ullx:gu has long been @ recogmzed leader in providing online
education to area residents, Online enrollments have been growing exponentially

Responsibllily every year. llowever, the additional bandwidih needed 1o suppon this growing online
environment hag not kept pace with demand.

| erning

Based on cost estimates provided by the ICN, Southeastern will be able 1 expand our
capabilities to meet the onling needs of students for a fraction of the current cost. With
light state budgets for funding community college initiatives, this funding is critical
for Southeastern Lo remain competitive in this global onling environment and meet the
educational needs of our students,

3575 Collegie Road -« Hieeshid, 11 62944
Phones: (G18) 2529411 or (G18) 2525400, Fal 2100 = Fax: (618) 2523156 « Fuall jonah.rice@sic.edu



Previous atlempls to partner with area Internel Services Providers 1o expand Internet
hroadband services to our college district have heen unsuccessful. These projects have
failed due o the capital dollars needed to put the network infrastricture m place. Our
hope is these federal stimulus dollars will remove this harrier to meet the needs ol our

college districl.

If 1 can be ol any assistance in advancing the State of [linois’ application for
broadband  stimulus funding, please contact me at:  6I18-252-4411 or

Jonah.rice@isic.edu.

Sincerely,

A Boece

fonah Rice, Ph.D.
Interim President
Southeastern Hlinois College



March 10, 2010

Assistant Secretary
Suburban National Telecommunications and Information Administration

COllege U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C. 20230
15800 S. State St.

S““lh 1[¢_.||;1,1(;, IL Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband
60473-120( Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

South Suburban College fully supports the State of Illinois’ broadband stimulus
grant application. South Suburban College is a community college institution of
higher learning founded in 1927 as Thornton Junior College. The Illinois Community
Frank M- Ziccareili, College Act of 1965 has created our Community College District 510 which includes
Chairman High School Districts 205, 215, and 228.
John A. Daly,

Vice-Chair South Suburban College provides high quality education and services to a large and
N o il diverse student base, including a significant number of minority, as well as low
B R g income students. Ninety percent (90%) of SSC students fall under the low income,

Jacqueline Martin first generation, disabled or low income and disabled criteria. In addition, over 75%
Terrv R. Wells of SSC students are on Financial Aid.

Board of Trustees

Joséph Whittington, Jr.

South Suburban College has been an aggregate connection point for local schools,
libraries and municipalities since the beginning of our state funded broadband
Internet program. We are one of the original institutions that helped design area
four of the lllinois Century Network.

George Dammer,
College President

Currently our broadband Internet connections are maximized due to increases in
enrollment and utilization of new technologies. At times we are experiencing
significant latency issues when retrieving information from the web or when
transmitting information out to our constituents. Additional bandwidth would allow
us to provide more feature rich content to our students and the community as well
as allowing us to transition services off of our current aging infrastructure; thereby
saving money that is going to support inadequate wide area connections.

However we recognize that we cannot reach this goal alone. We need your help in

providing the resources to ICN (lllinois Century Network) to provide the last mile
transport to our community. We have made the investment of providing

www.southsuburbancollege.edu




broadband connectivity to each of our buildings, but our “bottle neck” is the access
to our internet service provider (ICN), Although we are grateful for the current
connectivity and good service the ICN provides to-our district, it is insufficient. Four
buildings, 16000 students and 760 staff members share 50 MB of Internet
bandwidth. In a world where many homes have Internet connectivity of over BMB,
50MB is clearly not adequate bandwidth to meet the needs of our learning
community.,

We have taken a look at different carriers such as WOW! (Wide Open West), but
have not been successful in finding a provider that can give us the necessary
bandwidth at a price that competes with the lilinois Century Network nor one that
offers the same level of support or reliability. As a result of our inability to provision
additional bandwidth we have been unable to supply enhanced services to our
community and our students,

By increasing the bandwidth provided by ICN we will be able to offer more
streaming content to our students and community, decrease or eliminate some
phone circuits, setup disaster recovery sites with other institutions and increase
Internet throughput to our labs and library. The additional bandwidth will also
enhance content provided to our students and community from our new student
records system slated to go live this December.

ICN’s fiber initiative is a bold step forward in ensuring all people in Illinois have fast,
reliable Internet available in schools, libraries and other educational facilities. This
step is important in guaranteeing that lllinois remains on course to being a
technological leader, not just across the state, but also, across the country.

If our College can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois” application
for broadband stimulus funding, please contact our Director of Network Systems,
John McCormack at 708-225-5894 or by email at jmccormack@ssc.edu.

Sincerely,

S o MR

George Dammer
President



IiEShawnee
Community College

mm ahzm H{_LEC edu

3-3-10

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.5. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

Shawnee Community Coliege is pleased to support the lllinois Century Network in its
application for infrastructure development under the ARRA. As the only post-secondary
educational institution located in deep southernmost lllingis, Shawnee is highly dependent
upon reliable and cost effective broadband service. Our region holds three of the five poorest

counties in the state, and has recently been declared a Federal Empowerment Zone due to
economic distress,

Our physical location, coupled with our low population density, makes the business case for
private ISP difficult at best. ICN has provisioned the College for more than 15 years and has
proven to be a reliable service provider. With a large portion of our students being
economically challenged (71% student aid eligible), the ability to provide on-line course content

and instruction via the internet empowers individuals that otherwise would be place bound and
unable to access education or job training,

Infrastructure developed under the ICN proposal would provide the necessary bandwidth and
interconnectivity between our main Campus and Extension centers, to allow students to take
full advantage of IP based instructional materials, Interactive video, as well as a host of other
optians through our virtual campus. We are pleased to support their efforts and would ask for

your acceptance of their proposal.
Sincerely,

Tiffiney Ryan

Chief Financial Officer

8364 Shawnee College Road » Ullin, 1. 62992 = 618.634.3200 = fax: 618.634.3300



Sauk Valley @B

Community College
173 IL Route 2 ”

Dixon, 1L 81021

March 1, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear 5ir,

As a member of the Advanced Engineering Task Force of the Hllinois Century Natwork, |
represent community collages. On behalf of this constituent group, | am writing this letter
supporting the llinois Century Network and its grant reguest ta supply last mile connectivity to
all main campus college sites. For as long as | have been a member of the task force we have
been dealing with the cost of last mile connectivity and bandwidth especially as it relates to
connectivity in the non-urban areas of the State. Representing community collages in general
but specifically Sauk Valley Community College, located in Dixen, Hlinois, | know how difficult it
15 to get affordable bandwidth and connectivity.

Rural areas of illincis have seen buyouts and the exodus of corporations. In addition they have
experienced the closing of manufacturing facilties. When these facilities leave and the
poptiation in an area either declines or becomes underemployed, it becomes less cost effective
for private companies te invest the capital necessary to create a strong broadband
infrastructure. Without this access, it is very difficult for rural economic developers to attract
21" century companies; those companias that renew rural America. Local economies affect
education in general and many of our K-12 schools report using science and other textbooks
that are 10-12 years old. Therefore the only way students and faculty have access to current
data is through the use of broadband technologies. It is critical for the students, the economy
and society of the small rural communities to have access to high bandwidth applications
available only through broadband technelogies.

This grant to connect community ¢olleges to the internet with low cost, high bandwidth
connections has many benefits. It will not only benefit the education sector in terms of
community colleges, colleges, -12 institutions and hospitals but will allow for connectivity of
local telco, cable companies and others to low cost netwark transport. In cooperation with
these companies, we would hope to build out high bandwidth availability at a reasenable cost
not only to busingssaes, organizations and municipalities but to local residences, those places
where students of all ages spend most of their educational time. In addition to the benefits to
the existing community, this infrastructure ¢an be used as a recruitment teol for the local

815/288-5511 - FaX B15/288-5958

TWCE prowieles erpual ngypeceriniany asuld allimnaaece setioe i eduzanion srd employmen for all quelified perzons regardbeas of izoe, cobor, iehigion, nalional arigio
orce sy, g, pender, mendiel sianss. disababing. milivary saans, or uniavorobte descherge from miicary semvece.



economic development community. If | can be of further assistance in advancing the State of
llinois" apptication for broadband stimulus money, please feel free to contact me.

Aol

Alan Pfeifer

Dean of Information Technology
Sauk Valley Community College
173 ILRt 2

Dixon, IL 61021

Tel. B1L.835.6218

Fax., 815.288.5958



Sauk Valley m

Community College

173 IL Route 2 DY

(Hfice Of The Presidect Dixan, IL 81021

March 1, 2018

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.5. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Drear Sir,

Sauk Valley Community College supports the lllinois Century Network and its grant
raguest 10 supply last mile connectivity to all main campus college sites. The State of lllinois has
continued to try to serve the broadband needs of its constituents through the crestion of the
Mlinois Cantury Network {ICN) and Central Management Services {CMS). The infrastructure
created and maintained by the ICN has been very beneficial to the State but has had its
limitations especially in geographically and population challenged areas. Sauk Valley
Community College, located in Dixon, lllinots is a community college residing in one of those
areas. Over the last 15 years, the College has taken a role in assisting other organizations in the
area with internet connectivity. Dixon Public Schools, 3 K-12 organization, has its internet
connection through the College and at ane time the public library had its connaction through
the Collepge.

Internet connectivity is critical to all communities and due to the limited availability of
transport in rural areas that connectivity is very expensive. Currently the Collage leasss fiber to
the least cast connect peint on the llinois Cenfury Network. In rural areas there are no Opt-£-
man services or gther low cost high bandwidth connectivity options. The cost for Sauk’s
connection of 21M of bandwidth is currently 54,750 per month. Sauk Valley and Divon Public
Schools {DPS) share this 21M of bandwidth. Although bandwidth needs for the College and DPS
continua to increase they cannot be cost justified due to budget constraints. The increasing use
of video in classes, interactive lessons, video confarence classes as well as students’ neads have
put a great strain on our limited bandwidth,

816/288-5511 - FAX B15/288-5958

SVCT prosades equal appoundly and allinmalve aion an education Al smployment for all qunlified persons regordless of race, colae, rekigeom, odimal wgin.
NRCESLTY. 3R, Bwther, coarital Status, disabiliny, military atuy, € anfavivable discharge [rom mililary seevice,



Sauk Valley Community College
Page 2

The need for network delivered learning resotirces plus the administrative functions of offsite
hackup and redundanicy are being impaired or not implemented due to the lack of network
resources in terms of affordable bandwidth.

S3uk Valley Community College has the facilities to become an anchor institution for the
district it serves as well as surrounding areas. There is currently space and hackup power at the
site. The connection and connectivity proposed in this grant would allow the colleges to
become the communications focal point of the communities from which businesses,
institutions and organization could receive affordable internet connectivity. Community
colleges such as Sauk Valley serve a diverse population that includes not only adult and
traditional age students but also special needs, economically disadvantaged, unemployed and
comimunity members. This grant would allow Sauk to enbance services supplied to the
community. The reduction in the current 54,750 month for connection to ICN could be used to
expand educational opportunities and resources to the students and community. 1f [ can be of
further assistance in advancing the State of Iinois’ application for broadband stimulus money,
please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Dr. George Mihal

President

Sauk Valley Community College
173 1L Rt 2

Dixon, IL 51021

Tel. 815.835.6300

Fax. B15.258.5958
Email: mihelp@svcc.edu




ReckValleyCollege

Office of the President
2301 Narth Mulford Road
Rockford, IL B1114-568899
woanwy rockvalleyvoollege.edu

March 12,2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling, Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecommunications and Information Administration
LS. Department of Commerce

Washingron, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the [llinois Century Network-Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Mr. Strickling:

We are enthusiastic advocates of ICN's ARRA Broadband grant proposal and similar efforts 1o increase
broadband access for education in general and higher education specifically. Rock Valley College in
Rockford, 1L has 36,000 students pass through its doors annually enrolling in credit, non-credit, and a host of
programs like Tralfic Safety and English as a Second Language. All of our remote campus sites must
currently share our one current 20MB connection from 1CN,

We currently pay commercial rates for connection to our other campuses that cost over $77,000 annually for

| GB of throughput. An improved ICN infrastructure and other similar networks could bring down the price of
Internet access to our students and facully lo more reasonable price levels, and an improved Internet
connection will provide greater educational opportunities throughout our institution. We are currently
overrumning the 20MB capacity provided by ICN,

We cannot lind low cost Internet access to our other degree site, the Stenstrom Center lor Career Education
{(SCCE) located at 4151 Samuelson Road, Rockford, INinois, which is on the far south side of Rockiord, There
15 no locally available major communications junction point for a number of miles, as the sile is in a more rural
ared

Higher capacities created by a new, bigger backbone for ICN would enable Rock Valley to offer more
accessibility and greater access to research and resources.

I11 or my CIO can be of any assistance in answering any questions or advancing the State of lllinois’
application for broadband stimulus funding, please contact me a1t my telephone number below,

Sincerely,

echerer, Ed.D.
Prdsident, Rock Valley College

JB:ak

Attachment Jack J. Becherer, Ed.D.
FAX (B15] 921-4004
FHONE (B15) B21-4000
E-MAIL j-becharar@rockvalleyeollege edu



ATTACHMENT: Rock Valley College ICN Support Letter — March 12, 2010
These are the campus sites that must all currently share gur ¢wrrent 20018 connection:

Rock Vatley College - Main Campus

Srenstrom Center for Career Educatian

diain Sireet Campus

Falean Boad Aviation Conter

Bell Schoal Rooad Cemier

iZiger Lab

Truck Driver Training facility (North Main}

Woe have contacted cur local ICK RTC with the above sites and their geographic locations and are working
with the City of Rock ford (Glenn Trommels-City of Rockford C10), Winncbago County {Gus Gentner-CI)
and other municipal orzanizaticos for mutually bencficial Internet fiber conneetions in the immediale ares. We
have alse discussed linking with Marthern Hlineis University (NIU} and the local fiber consortivm they have
speardheaded in recent years. Rock Vallew Collepe has short throws of strategically Jocated dharle fiber that we
wonld pladly contribule 10 this efTart,

We are hapeful thal the ARRA Broadband Grant Nnunding will see further light of day and the 48 commaunity
colleges will continue Lo receive the benefits of the JCN parnership,

RYC Contact Infarmadjon

Jack 1. Becherer, President Amanio Herrera, CI10
3301 M. Mulford Road 3301 N Mulford Road
Fockford, 11, 61114-569% Bockford, [L 61114-3699
(B15) 9214003 (315394802

jhechereri@rockvalleyeollege.edu a.herreragirockvalleveollege.edu



Y
Richland Community Collegé’

Office of the President

March 11, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear Sir,

As an academic institution which currently acts as a Community Network (local Point-of-
Presence) provider for organizations that connect to the lllinois Century Network,
Richland Community College wholeheartedly supports the broadband stimulus grant
application being tendered by the State of lllinois. Including its own campus, Richland
currently connects 18 other facilities to the ICN. By doing so, we are able to save an
estimated $200,000 annually which would otherwise be spent on telecommunications
line charges. Our decade of partnership with the ICN has allowed the College to assist
in providing reliable internet access services to thousands of students who have
attended our institution as well as countless members of the community. Without the
network infrastructure maintained by the ICN, this would not have been possible. And
now, with the possibility of this grant application being realized, we are looking forward
to having the opportunity to provide additional services to our community, furthering our
mission to provide educational services and information access throughout our district &
beyond.

As an educational institution in an Internet-enabled world, Richland Community College
relies on our ICN connection to serve our students and community members. We teach
classes online, provide research and access for community members through our
library and satellite facilities, and interact with current, past and future students through
our electronic systems. As an environmentally-conscious institution, many of our core
processes exist only in an online space. As an institution looking to enhance the
educational opportunities we offer while continuing to remain financially responsible, we
often turn to our online systems when developing academic content or creating projects

COMMITMENT | RESPECT | EXCELLENCE | ACCOUNTABILITY | DIVERSITY

One College Park | Decatur, [llinois 62521 | 217.875.7200 | 217.875.2762 (fax) | richland.edu



Assistant Secretary
Page 2
March 11, 2010

that involve the community. This grant application would substantially increase the
network bandwidth that is available to the College, allowing us to continue to grow our
online programs & services. As an educational institution, this is crucial to our mission.

As an urban/rural college, one issue that we struggle with is our inability to provide local
access to all of the constituents in our district. Our main campus and satellite facilities
are situated in our urban population centers, but our rural students can be an hour away
from the nearest college facility. In today’s economic climate, this can pose a significant
barrier for community members looking to obtain an educational degree. To break
down this barrier, the college would like to offer more audio and video streaming
services, allowing students to utilize computers, rather than cars, to reach their
classrooms. Unfortunately, the College’s current network bandwidth prevents us from
realizing this plan. If this grant application were approved, the College could proceed
with its plans to provide additional educational opportunities to the people in its district.

The grant proposal being discussed is ambitious, but | know that the ICN, CMS, and the
other institutions involved in this project have the knowledge and ability to succeed. If |
can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois’ application for broadband
stimulus funding, please contact me at 217-875-7200 or by email at
gsaunder@richland.edu.

Sincerely,

el Apndia s
: ¢

Dr. Gayle M. Saunders
President



RenD Lake COLLEGE
468 N. Kent Gray Prwy = Ina, IL 62846
(618) 437-5321 = www.rlc.edu

OFFICE oF THe PRESIDENT

March 3. 2010

Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecomrnunications and Information Administration
U 5. Departinent of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the ilinois Cantury Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

Like many businesses and organizations across the glabe, broadband has become an indispensable service
at Rend Lake College. We are able to project a web presence in he form of web servers that offer a range
of general information about our college fo providing online classes for our students. However, we have
been faced with numerous challenges when it comes to expanding broadband service in our area  We see a
demand from within our district to offer more online classes and hope fo utilize the additional bandwidth to
accommodate this need. We currentiy have six T1 circuits and they maintain 100% utilization for most of the
day from 8 AM to 9 P Monday through Friday. There is currently a high demand for additional broadband
bandwidth, but we are behind in accommodating this demand due to the high costs asscciated with
implamenting and maintaining additional T1 service.

Ve have faced numerous challenges as it relates to expansion of our broadband services. Due to our
physical location, we do not qualify for cable broadband service or for DSL services. Therefore, we have
keen limited to T1 services which cost us $3650 per month and procurement of these circuts has proven to
e lengthy and protracted with technical issues. To compound issues, we have to rely on legacy telco
copper cabling to get T1 senvice extendad from the Demars to our communications center.

Rend Lake College wilt be abla to utilize the new ICHN services by expanding our online curriculum to meet
the modern day schedule of our constitients. Today's students are realizing the efficiencies that technology
brings 1o their everyday life and are adjusting accordingly. The local workforce has experienced layolfs due
to plant closings and is now retuining o school to gain new skills ard to advance their career endeavors. By
praviding accessibility 24 hours a day 7 days a week we can serve our students expeditiously and
accommodate their demanding schedules, The projected savings that Rend Lake College would receive by
utilizing ICN's new infrastructure would be approximately $42 500 per year and we would realize bandwidth
increase by s factor of 100

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllincis' application for broadband stimulus funding,
please contact me at 518-437-5321 or by email at holsteine@ric. edu.

Sincerely,

Clpoticg el iiee

Charley Holsiein
FPrasident
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Baard uf Trustess

Wiaea S Fasris

e Assistant Secretary

Lo querine |, Ay National Telecommunications and information Administration

T b LIS, Departrent of Commerce

[ TP NERRITENT S “"E.Shil'lglﬂﬂ, DC 202340

g Lerohe: Re: Letter of Support tor the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus
Foett e b Skl Trlf Funcds !\ppliCﬁﬁﬂﬂ

§8 ig 1L Fasn

TR FE 2 Dear Sil'._

ErnenZlwn

st~ T I am writing this letter in support of the State of {llinois™ broadband grant application

from Round 2 of the Broadband Stimulus funding made available under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). Prairie State College was
established tn 1958 as a comprehensive public community callege representing
Illineis Community College District 313, The College services 19 communities and
adjacent umncorporated areas in the south suburban Chicage area. The college
supports over 11,000 students per vear, and employs 250 benefitted employees.
['rairie State College has partnered with the Ninois Century Network {TCN) for over
eight vears to provide broadband service to the studems and statt of the College. The
service that }CN currently provides is highly valued because it is cost effective,
reliable, and effectively managed by the ICN.

AS a majonty Minority institution serving several communities whose residents
cccupy the poorest served secigeconomie strata, the College provides broadband
aceess 1o students and families who otherwise would have hitle opporunity to
participate in the internet revolution. Broadhand access also serves a critical role in
fulfilling the College’s teaching mission. Currigulumn demands are changing. and
many of those changes can only be supported with ingreased bandwidth, Greater
amounts of on-line ¢lass offerings. streaming video, web contferencing, instant
messaging, social networking and remotely hosted applications are 2il requiring
broadband service that our current breadband connection cannot fully deliver, Asa
result, we cannot offer all of the on-line technology that would enhance our courses
and enrich the students’ learning experience. Having greater bandwidth available
waould allow the College to not only enhance current instraction, but would also
allow the development of new curriculum and grant wider internet access with the
technology that can enly be used with a significant broadband connection.

el
Fminwmm'r



Aszsistant Secretary
March 5, 2010
Page Two

Although [CN provides the College’s intemnet serviee, the last mile connection is
provided by AT&T. At over 1.8 per month for the current AT&T service 1n
addition to the $1.263 per month paid to the 1ICN, the cost s afferdable, but the
service is insufficient. Published pricing for high data rate services from the
incumbent service providers establishes a barrier to entry for which resources are not
available to overcome, especially given the current economic conditions.  This
inability to move to hupgher bandwidths affects our entire student population. our
staff's ability to support the College mission, and development of partnerships within
our community college district.

We helieve that the broadband connectivity provided through funding of this
application will cnable increased efficiency of services offered to students, allow
students and their families greater access to the intemet, address curriculum gaps
created by hmated broadband capability, and provide an cconemic development taol
by piving the College mare opportunities to develop husiness and industry
parincrships in our region by being an anchor institution for broadband connectivity.

By signature below, the College strongly supports the State of [llinois’ application to
provide broadband interconnection through the ICN to ensure high capacity networks
are avarlable and atfordable for our schools and public nstitutions in Illincis. [f]can
be of any assistance in advancing the State of [lingis™ application for broadband
stimulus funding, please comtact me at (708} 709-3638 or by email at
cradtkei@prainestate.edu.

i

Sincerely.

Con (Crctce

Fric Radtke. PR.D.
President
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1904 W 174th Straat

East Hazel Crest, hnoss 60429

tarch 1, 2010

Dear Community Leader:

The South Suburban Mayars and Managers Association [SSMMA) is in the process of
preparing a grant application for the secand round of Broadband Stimulus funding made
available by Congress and the Obama Administration under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act {ARRA] .

We are currently seeking letters of support from you, as leadership of one of the kay
community member institutions, to incude with our funding application due March 14,
2010,

Over the past two vears, SSMiMA has researched broadband use across the communities in
the region ang has established a connectivity sclution that will anable enhanced services
for schools, fire departments and fire protection districts, hospitals and heslthcare
organizations, municipal government, libraries, and private sector organizations.  This
broadband connectivity solution, as designed, will provide over 420 lacations acrass our
region with fiber optic connectivity and gigabit data services to better serve you, your
organization, and each person who lives, works, goes to schoal or accesses healthcare in
aur cammunity,

Please provide your non-binding support 1o our application by simply printing the attached
letter on your letterhead, providing your signature, and returning the letter of supgort to

us.

You may return your letter by FAX at 708-208-1133 or by email ta: paesel@ssmma.ors,

We will need to receive your signed letter na later than March 10, 2010 in erder to include
it with our application. We sincerely appreciate your help in supporting our efforts to bring
funding of such an important technology to our region!

Thank you.

Edward w. Pasgsel
Executive Director

F08-206-1155
Fax 70B-205-1133

WV, SSMMa.Grg



wWarch 1, 2010

M. Edward W. Paesei

Executive Director

Seuth Suburban Mayers and Managers Assaciation
1904 W. 174™ Street

East Hazel Crest, IL 682429

Dear bdr. Paesel;

This letter is our statement of support for SSMiMA's grant application for funding of broadband
connectivity and services from Round 2 of Broadband Stimiulus funds made available under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act,

Without grant funding, our organization is nof participating and will not be able to participate in
the promise of high speed network connectivity, Published pricing for high data rate services
from the incummbent service providers establishes a barrier to entry for which resources are not
available o overcome.

We believe that the collaborative effort to establish a regional connectivity infrastructure by
SSHMA will enhance broadband services for all educational institutions in the region including
community colleges, universities, high scheels, primary and middle schools, and scheols for
children with special needs across the region. We believe this effort will zlse provide enhanced
capabilities for the Public Safety institutions at the local, county, state and regional levels. This
carnmon infrastructure will provide hospitals, dinics and other health provider organizations
with the capability to access radiciogists, specialists and other services enhancing the availahility
and capability of the healthcare delivery systemn within the region.

We believe that the broadband conneclivity provided through funding of this application will
enable better efficiency of povernment, address quality of life issues, and provide an economic
development tool to attract and retain business and industry in the region.

By signature below, we strongly support SSMMA's application for grant funding to provide
troadband interconnection to insure high capatity networks are available and affordable for our
public and private institutions in the 55MA region.

Sincerely,

MName
Fitle



South Suburban Mayears & Managers Association

Broadband Connectivity Project

Laeated south of the City of Chicago, the South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association
(SSMMAY 15 an intergovernmental agency providing technical assistance and joinl services to 42
municipalities representing # population of just under 700,000 residents in Cook and Will Counties.
SSMMA member communitiss work cooperatively on transpariation. begislation, land use. cconomic
development, recyching, purchuasing, storm water and open space planning, infrastructure. including
hroadband and connectivity, human resources, public salety and housing issues.

S3MMA has completed 8 two year comprehensive study of broadband connectivity acrass the region
establishing the primary tenets thal are the foundation ot the SSMMA Broadband Connectivity
Project. SSMMA applied for funding through ARRA {American Recavery and Revitalization Act}
stimulus funds under Round One NTIA BTOP program and is an track to complete the second
application under Round Two funding puidelines.

A hroad range of connectivity needs were identitied through interviews with IT directors, police
chicls, tire chiefs, mayors and aiher government leadership, schaol principals and superintendents,
mdividual business representatives and many other community and regional representatives. While
the needs ol each of these groups were often different. the data drawn from the research strongly
indicates that broadband connectivity wili have a significant impact an every school, every police
department. every fire depariment. every hospital and clinic in every community and 1o the entire
Southland region serving 1o strenglhen each institution, offer economic development opportunities
and improve the overall quality of life in the Southland.

The broadband project designed focuses en implementing selutions that will provide the bandwidth
to meel the needs identilied by the research. In addition to addressing Current needs. the broadband
cannectivity solution proposced lor implemenmation anticipates the rising demand in the region lor
lurther capabilities, and has the bandwidth and the scalahlity 1o add bandwidth as needs expand. The
conneclivity sohution is designed to support and attract polential vsers, inciuding schaols,
municipzalities and other public sector organtzations, and is anchored with each community and the
regton to affer new ways o deliver services, improve ¢fficiencies, and to continue to make the
Southland a better place to live and wark.

The SSMMA broadband connectivity praject will implement a fiber optic based broadband network
infrastructure providing hroadband [themet connectivity to aver 420 anchor institutions in the region
ncluding schoals, libraries, medical and healtheare lacilitics, public safely facilities, public compuler
centers and gavernment and public sector entities. The netwaork extends Aiber based hroadhand access
Ky every community in the region offering available and aftordable broadband services o promote
better educarion, create £CONMMIC 2rowih opportunilies, improve access o heatihcare and health
services, and enable effective tools for public satety orgamizations.

‘The network will provide primary aggregation of educativnal access to the Internet linking 280
individual primary, secondary and higher education siles climinating eurrent economic and

{over)



infrastructure obstacles ta access. The infrastructure will s¢rve police depaniments, fire departments,
fire protection districts, consclidated dispaich and PSAP sites in the region offering the bandwidth to
make fuli use o GIS und mapping based applications for law enforcement and fire department

personnel.

The network provides industrial and economic development connectivity throughout the region
giving upprecedented access to business development sites and brownfield locations. The broadband
netwark is ¢ritical to expanding the alternative energy industry finking primary research,
manulaciusing and production facilities across the segion and providing high capacity Internet and
regional gateway services 1o lacilitate participation in 2 globat economy.

The 55MMA Regional Broadband Connectivity Praject will provide direct employment for
appraximately 232 individual fiber network design, engineering, implementation and installation
technotogists for the three year implementation ¢ycle and generate an engeing permanent direct
employment ol 64 individuals in management. aperatiaons and expansion ol the fiber sysrem.

Regional impacts of the fiber netwark include the anticipated establishment of 84 new businesses
with expected hiring of 1,200 1a 1,600 employees over 3 years,
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PARKLAND
COLLEGE

March 3, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

Parkland College is excited about the benefits that would be available to us by the successful award of
the State of Illinois’ broadband stimulus grant application. Parkland College is a community college
located in Champaign, Illinois. This fully accredited, public community college delivers vocational-
technical and academic instruction to District 505, the third largest community college district in Illinois.
Parkland is a center for educational opportunity and community enrichment in east central Illinois
serving 12,000 students.

Parkland has partnered with Illinois Century Network for nearly 10 years. During that time, the level of
service provided has been a valued asset to our college. The proposed State of Illinois / CMS broadband
infrastructure project would provide an additional benefit by allowing us to reduce our high —cost
dependence on local telco carriers while at the same time providing a high-speed link to our fellow
community colleges. The benefit of that high-speed network would allow for greater real-time
collaboration of colleges, which is cost prohibitive if done with local carriers.

An additional benefit to this proposal is that Parkland would be able to explore the possibilities of
extending services to users in rural areas that are not able to be served currently.

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal.

Sincerely,
LA Lo AL
— \
/{01—-- e 7/- bl"\ =1
Thomas R. Ramage, Ed.D. Doug Brooks
President Director of Information Technology
ramage@parkland.edu Parkland College

Champaign IL
dbrooks@parkland.edu




Olney Central College

F058 Monh West Seet
Ciney, Winois 62450-1559
H1B-395-F777, ext 200N
fFax 6i8-302-5212

a-mail: Javisp@iecs.ecu CR. JACKIE [.. DAVIS
President

bdarch 16, 20140

JAssistant Seorctary

wNanonal Telecommuonications and Information Administration
L5, Thepartiment of Commeree

Washington, .0, 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lilineis Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sw.

Plcase accept this letter as ap expression of Olney Centrsl Collepe’s (OCCY support for the Staie of
Illinois™ broadband stimuius grant. As a member of the 1linois Eastern Community Collepes {11CC)
multi-college distriet we are limited by bandwidth restrictions due 1o the hiph circuit costs and lack of
carricr oplions in our arca. ‘The model described in the Swae’s proposal holds the potential 1o address a
number of neads {or our distriet.

Providing sullicient bandwidth o our students 1s a constant chaltenge. OCC has relied on the [ltinois
Century INetwork for Internel access and technical services for the last ten years. The quality of the
service has been excellent.  Due to funding constraints, OCC has only 3Mb conncction 1o the Internet
which limits the applications that can be supported. The State’s proposal has the potential to provide
additional bandwidth to our IRECC district at an affordabie vate allowing vs to offer additional services lo
our stideints.

{CC serves a high number of low income ¢itizens who are unable to access or afford broadband services
and computers. Many of these eitivens utilize OCC s facilitics to gain access to computers and broadband
services they cannot access at home. Additional bandwidth would give us the ability to expand access o
our students and citizens.

OCC strongly supports the State’s proposal and the opporlunities it could bring to cur studenis and the
citizens of Southeastern Hlinois. 1£1 ¢an be of any assistance in advancing the State of Tilmos”
application for broadband stimulus lunding. please contact me at 618-393-7777 or by cmail at
davisjiricce.edu. You may also contact Alex Cline, Director of Information and Communications
Technology at 618-393-2482 or clineadd iecc.edu,

Smcerehy,

President

An lllinois Eastern Community College



Office of 16060 Eawy Galfl Road

o :
Y the Presddemt Do Plaines, Moo (016
OI I 547 635. 1801
Fax B47.805. 1992

Lummmnl.m College

5 March 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U. S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:

Oakton Community College, Des Plaines, Illinois, serves 465,000 residents in the near north and
northwest suburbs of Chicago. Approximately 43,000 students enroll in Oakton’s credit and noncredit
courses each year. For over ten years, Oakton has partnered with the Illinois Century Network (ICN) to
provide wide area networking services to the college, both as an intranet (between Illinois institutions)
and as our access point to the internet. The ICN services have proved highly reliable, and for most of this
period offered an outstanding value to our college community.

High quality, high speed data transmission is essential to the operations of a 21%' century institution. The
demands for contemporary technologies such as online instruction, streaming media, internet telephony,
and disaster recovery have put enormous pressure on the resources of the college. Oakton, like other
colleges, has had to direct more and more funding to supporting network services. This year, particularly,
we have struggled to provide adequate, reliable bandwidth at reasonable cost.

Oakton believes in the value of collaboration in our state, and eagerly supports working with the Illinois
Community College Board and the Illinois Century Network to provide robust, reliable and affordable
connectivity for our college. The success of our students depends on our ability to provide them the
means to study and learn with 21% century tools.

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for broadband stimulus funding,
please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,
Mﬂ_’{, /ﬂu—c

Margaret B. Lee
President



MORAINE VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

hMarch 8, 2G10

Assistant Secretary

MNational Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Departrent of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

fle: Letter of Support for the Illingis Century Netwark Broadbang Stimulus Funds Application

oraine Valley Community College is supportive of the Siate of lllinois” broadband stimulus
grant application. Moraine Valley has enjoved a relationship with the ICN since mid 2000.
tvioraine Valiey currently serves over 20,000 students with an FTE of 10,713, plus faculty, staff
antd community members. Without the bandwidth provided by the State of lllinols, it would be
very difficult to offer our faculty, staff and students sufficient bandwidth for our technology
naads.

As technology changes, so does the need for increased bandwidth. In the past year, we have
added over 500 compoters as well as wireless access across campus, which has resulted in the
need to purchase additional bandwidth. Currently, we have 74MB of bandwidth: 24 from the
ICN and 58 fram a local broadband provider, The costs for additional bandwidth from the [CN
proved too much for our budpet. We now pay $2,950 a month for 5OMB from cur broadband
provider, The same bandwidth from the ICMN would cost us approximately $5,000 per month
plus the costs of upgrading our current opt-e-man connection.

The ability to increase our bandwidth would certainly enhance the learning experience because
we would be able to provide a more robust environiment to our faculty, staff, students and the

community members we serve,

Moraine Valley would be happy to provide assistance in advancing the State of |Hlinoie’
application for broadband stimulius funding. Please cantact Sue Gray at 708-974-5438 or Chang

Ding at 708-974-5434. gravimmoraingyailey.edu; dingc@morainevalley. edu.

Sincerchy,

WW

Susan Gray
Director, Natwaork Oparations/information Security

e W Calfogre Pie,, Pades TN IR G04e5 2478 & FORSTIEI00 - meraiecerilevedie



MCC

MeHenry County College

www mchenry.edi

March &, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir:

On behalf of McHenry County College | would like to express my support for the State of lllinois’
broadband stimulus grant application. McHenry County College (MCC]) is a public community
college that was chartered with passage of a referendum in April 1967. In September 1968, its
doars first opened to 312 full-time students and 1,045 part-time students. MCC now serves
60,000 residents annually through its broad range of programming that includes: six
baccalaureate transfer programs; 17 associate degrees and 44 certificates designed for career
training; programs advancing business development, adult basic education, continuing
education; and special events. The college serves a district in the far northwest suburbs of
Chicago, in one of the fastest growing counties in lllinois — having grown over 74 percent in
population between 1990 and 2010 to its current 318,640 residents. MCC's Board of Trustees,
(elected at-large for six-year terms), oversees the college’s policies, operations and budget and
ensures that programming fulfills the college’s mission: “At McHenry County College, we value
learning and we put the interests of our students and community first. By providing high
guality, affordable and accessible learning opportunities, we enable students to meet their
educational, career and personal goals. By sharing our knowledge and resources, we support
our community’s educational, social, cultural and economic vitality.”

As a public community college, MCC has an open door policy which accepts any student who
seeks services. Students include traditional-aged and adult learners, immigrants and native
citizens, incumbent workers and the under- and unemployed, and individuals with a range of
physical and learning abilities. As a result, it offers comprehensive services to meet the needs of
a diverse clientele. The college implements a seamless service delivery and enroliment system
with MCC's departments of advising, admissions, adult education, and student services.
Because of the vast array of programming offered at MCC, clients can be referred to remedial
or advanced training programs, English as a Second Language (ESL) or literacy classes,
multicultural programs and student clubs, or to the Department of Special Needs, which
specializes in disability services.

My Courtly Collecm SO0 LL S Flilagtwway 14 Crvstal Lake 1), 6001 2-27067 » {815 4553700



For the past ten years, lllingis Century Metwork has served as MCC’s primary Internet service
provider, and has provided exceptional service that includes invaluable technical support and
advice. In the past four years along MCC has needed to increase bandwidth from 6Mb to
30Mb. (llinois Century Network has worked with MCC to provide the best possible cost by
providing custom contracts with the Telco providers.

McHenry County College would like to increase its online services to students by adding more
hybrid classes, student services, and online placement testing, which require increased
bandwidth. Ia addition, in order to deliver content that meets multiple learning styles, there
will be an increased use of video and instructional software that requires bandwidth at a
sustainable level to provide quality of service. There are many events held at the college and
having the ability to offer these via a webcast, live and on demand, would enhance service to
the community. Increased bandwidth would play a significant role in developing more robust
disaster recovery solutions for the college. At this time, MCC has limited ability to expand
online service offerings due to continued effort to meet MCC's immediate needs. Although
MCC has doubled its bandwidth several times recently, it fills rapidly, which impacts MCC's
budget.

H 1 can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllingis’ application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at (815) 455-8725 ar by email at kplinske@mchenry.edy.

Sincerely, fD

Kathleen Plinske
Interim President



LINCOLN TRAIL COLLEGE

An Hlineie Eagreer Commatiriy Calloge

11220 Stale Highwey 1 = Robinson, L 62454-5707 + 618 544-A657

March 17, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Matipnal Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, .C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulys Funds Apglication
Dear Sir,

Lincoln Trail College is in a rural area which would benefit greatly from being a part of the
llingis Century Network, Located in Crawford County, broadband access will allow for
econemic development in this area. Since the inception of ICN we are very hopeful our college
will be a part of this grant opportunity.

The current bandwidth is simply not sufficient to provide the needed technological support
necessary for the diverse programs at LTC, Expenses incurred with additional purchase of band
width are not possible with our reduced budget. Higher capacity from the new ICN will allow
Lincoln Trail Coliege 1o move forward technalogically.

If 1 can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois’ application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at 618 544-8657, Ext. 1121 or by amail at turkalb@iecc.ady .

Sincerely,
ﬁw Q/&M
Beverly Tuflal

Fresident

djc
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hiarch 2, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Mationzl Telecommumcations ang hformation Admimistiaiion
U5, Department of Commerce

Washington, DLC. 20230

Re: Letter of Suppaort for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Crear Sir,

Linceln Land Community College (LLCC) is a two-year public institution providing higher
education granting certificates, diplomas and associate’s degrees. LLCC district comprises all or
part of 15 counties in central and central southern llinois and covers 4,115 sgquare miles. LLCC
has partnered with llhinois Century Metwork for over 10 years. This partnership has had a direct
contribution to the technology the college is able to offer to the thousands of students we
serve each semester. With their support the college offers an online clearinghouse of courses
leading to degree completion.

The college’s current bandwidth is simply not enough to serve our students appropriately.
£5Mbps of Interner bandwidth must satisty the increasing needs of infrastructure, online
courses, faculty utilizing online materials during class time, wireless zones for the students on
main campts, 25 well as the Internet usage for the whole of administration and stafi.

Extending fiber to LLCC would immensely benefit students, faculty and staff. The increased
Internet bandwidth would help ease the challenges the college is currently facing. The
increasing number of online courses and the progressive richness of Web content used during
classes would be better served, The increased gualty of online content would dramatically
improve the toaching and learning experience in the classroom, Online students would benefit
from a responsive Livis server and other Internet-dependant services provided from campus.
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If ! can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois’ application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at 217-786-2265 or by email at esteban.cruz@llce.edu.

Sincerely,

(o R

Esteban Cruz Charlotte Warren, Ph.D.

Chief Information Officer President
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[INCOLNI - December 11, 2009
(COLLEGE
cAlcraeal
Broadhend Technolegy Opportunities Program
Depariment of Commeree

Washington, D

To Whom It May Concern:

Pleass aceapt this letier of support from Lincoln College for the Central llinois Regiona!
Broadband Network (CIRBN) propoesal. Lincoln College 13 a private, ndependent, co-
educabional insfitetion of higher learming, The College currently operates from two
campuses, The flagship campus, Lincoln College-Lincoln 1s located in Lincoln Dlinois. This
cammpts is among the select few comtinuing io serve the country as a 2-vear, private,
resiilential coilege. Lincoln Collegs - Normal opened in 1979 as an cxtension of Lincoln
College-Lincoh. Today, Lincoln Coliege - Wonmal has a parmanent campus with classtoons,
lzboratories, administrative offices, five student residential anits, 2 student center, and the
pidwest College of Cosmetology. The Normal Campus etrzently offers bachelor and
associate degrec progeams, certificate programs, and professional development prograins to
eppiowinately SO0 students. The campus prides itself on offering traditional-aged and aduit
stedents high quality courses in various delivery modes.

We specifically support the CTRBN imtiative for our adult student population that takes
courses in both acceleraled and online formats. These students would benefit from nigh
apeed imternet access ag they are primanily residents of McLean Cougnty, living within
Bloommgzton/Normal and the swrounding miral communities listed in the proposal. The
success of our students in our accelerated degree programs and our online programs depend
on them having appropriate access to the low-cost, high speed intemet for classes, especially
those living in the rara) areas.

Additioralty, with such a gervice avaliable to our students and to eur campus, cur facuity
would be able to engage our sfudenis through moss lechnology {e.g., videoconferencing,
podeasting). Corrently we limnit sueh options dus to lack of access to high speed, low cost
internet access, Qur faculty members are eager to use such technelogies, bat only when they
are confident all sindents have a similar type of bulemet access.

Finally, tie poleniial conueclivity to the commodity Intemet, the state network, and various
research netvorks so that our facully apa students will have aceess to local, regmonzl, state,
nationai, and international resources. As we contineg 1o grow the nuniber of baccalaureate
degree programs and begin to offer advanced degrees, this connectivity will be critical.

Should this proposal be funded, Lincoln College-Newmal will be in a betier position to meet
iis mission of “offening guality educational programs in professional stedies and liberal arts

715 W, Raab Rosd - Mormal, IL 617581 « (8009 56%-0558 - (309} 452-0500 « www. lincolncollege. edu /normal
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ko a diverse student population. Central to the mission i3 the College’s pesitive response to
the ciacging needs of its community.”

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal.

Sincarely,

) s Al

John M. Hutchinsen, Ph.D3. A, Gigi Fansler, PhD.
President, Lincoln College Exzcutive Vice Prasident
Lincoln College-Ngrmal
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March 4, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

Lewis and Clark Community College (LC) wishes to express our support for the State of Illinois’
broadband stimulus grant application. Our college serves 221,000 area residents in a 5 county
mostly rural area with quality dynamic and affordable learning experiences that prepare students
to transfer to four-year colleges and universities, for entry into the workforce, and for career
advancement through continuing education. The community college is multi-campus with a
spring enrollment of 8,506 and growing, putting increasing demands on Internet service
providers for bandwidth to support web based applications, web enhanced courses,
telecommunications and high definition video conferencing.

Access to the Illinois Century Network (ICN) backbone from the main campus site has been
provided via a 100 Mbps leased fiber connection from Charter Communications since 2002. In
2006, the college formed the LCCC Consortium with members from area public and parochial
schools, libraries, state agencies and hospitals to facilitate the equitable distribution of costs and
subsidies for this link, and share the allocated bandwidth which is set at 38 Mbps through the
establishment of a community POP. Alton School District and The Hayner Public Library
System have been key players in this consortium. Lewis & Clark Community College is
interested in continuing to serve as a community POP for the ICN to economically provide
connections and last mile transport to eligible organizations in the service area.

Lewis and Clark Community College urgently requires broadband expanded capacity at this
juncture of the College’s history to fulfill our strategic mission in the following ways:

e InJuly 2010, Lewis and Clark will occupy a new national research facility...the
National Great Rivers Research and Education Center (NGRREC).

¢ NGRREC contemplates research broadband data requirements on aquatic data
sets, terrestrial inventories and mapping and tracking human interaction affecting
the Mississippi river watershed.

Currently the College is working with the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, University of Illinois

Urbana Champaign, Illinois Natural History Survey, America Waterway, The Nature
Conservancy and more than 15 other groups in assimilating large scale data. Long term river

618-466-7000 * IL 800-642-1794 = http://www.Ic.edu



monitoring and multiple river sets are ideal use of broadband applications with our colleagues in
China, Africa, South America and Europe.

ICN broadband access has enabled the college, area schools and libraries, and other members of
the consortium to keep pace with the wonderful opportunities global access to the Internet has
provided. It is a critical learning technology and one of the greatest green solutions allowing the
sharing of information, on-line learning experiences and faster communication without the use of
paper or inks. It is critical to our future learning that we be able to facilitate greater access to
broadband technologies, and find affordable ways to meet ever increasing bandwidth
requirements that applications are demanding. Having greater bandwidth available to more
locations and to users would definitely allow us to take advantage of higher definition
applications using video streaming technologies. Just as an example, when we experimented
with lifting the lid on the allocated bandwidth from the ICN during the presidential election the
bandwidth required for the video streaming at our location doubled. Broadband is an important
critical technology to our organization. With high capacities, we can look forward to expanding
and implementing broad band services in our organization.

One of the challenges we face is that most connections to our POP from entities are over copper
T1s with limited 1.5 Mbps bandwidth capabilities. The build-out costs to run fiber to locations is
currently cost prohibitive. We recently looked at running fiber to a new research center located
along the river and found it hard to justify ($57,000 build-out, $1400 monthly for 5 Mbps
bandwidth), so we went with the lower bandwidth copper T1s back to main campus.

We also have several rural community education center locations where the cost to run a copper
connection back to the main campus is still cost prohibitive. In these areas we have opted for the
lower speed, less reliable, poorer QoS DSL connections or dial-up, and continue to suffer from
frequent service interruptions, disconnections and slower speeds. All of this impacts our ability
to serve and be responsive to our communities. We even have mobile nursing units needing
Internet access and providing reliable service is still a big challenge which impacts patients
(including elderly) in the rural and more economically disadvantaged areas we serve.

If we can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for broadband
stimulus funding, please contact me at 618-468-2000 or by email at dchapman@Ic.edu.

Very truly yours,

- —
T T
_-'_,_-_‘_'___éi:-g;", O
[EEts o

Dale T. Chapman, Ed.D.
President
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March 5, 2010

Assistant hecretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
.S, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re:  Letter of Support for the IHinois Century Network
Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir:

Lake Land College enthusiastically supports the State of [llinois’
Broadband Stimulus Grant application. The College is a public
community college located in east-central Illinois with a larpe
geographic district of over 5,000 square miles, approximately the
same size as the state of Connecticut. We serve over 20,000
individuals annually, many of whom come from low to moderate
income families with limited educational attainment. The access to
broadband internet in many parts of the district i§ grossly
inadequate or nonexistent and often scrves as a limiting factor for
economic and social advancement. The College and its extension
center serve as 4 community’s hub for fast, dependable internet
access, the Iflinois Century Network (JON) playing a large part in
our ability to provide that needed access,

The College has been served by the ICN almost since its

inception. Our Director of Information Systems and Services has
been invalved as a member of the Advanced Engincering
Taskforce and has attended annual regional meetings of the [N to
provide input on how the Network could betier support our
students, Were it not for the broadband access this network
provides. we would not be able to provide online courses for the

2 097 students taking an online course this Spring term, nor would
we be able to provide for the 559 students taking only online
courses this Spring term.
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Rroadband capability is critical to Lake Land Coligge in myriad
ways. [t provides for the continued support of new and innovative
teaching methods. [t provides for access to content in the
classroom that is only available via the internet or rich media
presentation techniques, It provides the bandwidth required for
meeting students where they want to meet, in arcas such as
learning management systems, Facebook, YouTube, and other
social networking sites, utiliing chat rooms, video conferencing,
and stored rich media presentations (videos). [t presents us with
the ability to attend presentations and megtings via webinars and
collaborative software tools, thereby reducing travel. It provides
the bandwidth required for our distance learning implementation,
which provides access to teachers and courses that otherwise
would not be available in some of the smaller communities we
serve. Tt allows our international and out-of-state parents to utilize
streaming media applications to wateh events involving their child,
such as the annual graduation ceremony.

In the past eight years, our needs have increased from 3Mb of
internet pipe required to support our College’s needs to 32Mb. Yet
from carly in the day untl late afternoon, the internet pipe 15
constantly full. During registration periods and critical times when
students are submitting final projects, managing the internet pipe
hecomes impossible due to the Himitations imposed by the amount
of available internet bandwidth. One of the biggest issues we face
15 the cost associated with increasing the amount of

bandwidth. [.ast mile costs for us are significant and are the single
largest limiting factor of our bandwidth, In fact, we have two
communities in underserved areas or our distriet, Pana and
Marshall, where we simply cannot offer the services that we would
Hike. We have identified the need in each of these locations for
distance learning classrooms that would expand the nursing
program but simply cannot aftord the broadband costs, [n both
these communities, Lake Land College is seen as a key player in
their cantinued economic development.
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Please do not hesitate to contact me it | can assist in bringing this
much needed increase in broadbund accessibility o our distriet and
the state of [Hinois.

Scott K. Lensink
President

SRL/E



Dr. Thomas L. Choice
President
(815) 825-2086, ext. 2010
email: tchoice@kishwaukeecollege.edu

March 9, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

Kishwaukee College supports the State of Illinois” broadband stimulus grant application. We
have been providing educational opportunities since 1968 to an ever-increasing number of
students, this year serving approximately 10,500 students and community members. We have
been partners with the Illinois Century Network (ICN) for several years for broadband Internet
access. Our ability to provide affordable Internet access in support of our educational mission is
made possible only through our partnership with ICN.

Faster broadband access to the Internet, though, is becoming increasingly important as our
students and faculty continue to use more hosted services, online content, and IP-based
streaming video lectures to enhance the educational process. Increasing the middle-mile
bandwidth will allow us to take advantage of shared systems and services that can be broadcast
and accessed across the ICN network.

We are anxious for increased middle-mile bandwidth to partner with other community colleges
to consolidate learning systems and information resources, to deliver higher-bandwidth Internet-
based instruction, and to host shared disaster recovery solutions. Increased middle-mile
bandwidth will also provide opportunities for our Center for Business Development to host
online training for businesses as well as to develop new business in the region.

Please feel free to contact Scott Armstrong if we can be of any assistance or if you have any
questions regarding our support in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for broadband
stimulus funding. He can be reached via E-mail at scott@kishwaukeecollege.edu ot via
telephone at 815-825-2086, extensions 3580.

Sincerely,

Tom Choice
President
Kishwaukee College
21193 Malta Road
Malta, IL 60150-9699
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hMarch 8, 2010

Assistant Secretary
Mational Telecommunications and Information Administration

.5, Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Suppert for the incis Century Network Broadhand Stimulus Funds Application

Dear 5ir,

Kaskaskia College (KC) fully supports the State of lllineis’ broadband stimulus grant application.
KC is a comprehensive community college in South Central llingis that employees 237 faculty

members and 219 staff and administrators for a total of 456 employees. A record number of
12,000 students will be served in the current fiscal year. The unprecedented 77% enraliment
growth at KC since 2001 when we first entered into partnership with |llinois Century Network
{ICM) has brought many challenges in maintaining the superior quality educational services
expacted from Kaskaskia College. Following a similar growth trend for overall enroilment,
online learning currently represents 16% of our total enrallment and s increasing mare rapidly
than any other student cohart, Further, students, faculty, staff and administrators have grown
to rely on immediate access 1o the Woarld Wide Web for daily operations and educational
services. Therefore, the State of lllinois/CMS broadband infrastructure is extremely valuahble to
Kaskaskia College in providing reliable Internet access for our students as well as faculty, staff
and administrators. ICN's dependable support services are vital to Kaskaskia College as we
strive to provide uninterrupted services around the clock to meet the needs of all our

stakeholders.

As an institution of higher learning it is imperative that we provide a quality education to our
students that will prepare them for the future. Cnline education demands that Kaskaskia
College keap pace with the changing needs of the online learner. Currently, limitations in
broadband have forced our institution to limit eurselves on what services we can pruﬁide. For
example, enhanced communication tools that allow class discussion can be incorporated into
an online class; however, this tool takes resources from our campus broadband capacity and, at
times, has to be limited due to a lack of campus resources. KC has the ability to offer a web-
enhanced feature to all courses that would allow twenty-four hour access to classroom

Kaskaskia College's Core Values: Honesty @ Respect & Fairness @ Compassion & Respansihility



materials, resources, and faculty; hut with limitations with broadband capacity, this feature will
have to be limited to online classes exclusively. Likewisa, the demand for online and hybrid
classes continues to grow and student needs may not be met because of broadbang limitations
on our campus. Future plans for anline at KC involve offering an entire associate’s degree
onlineg; however, without increased broadbhand, the necessary support services will not become
a reality. As technological advancements are made in enline class delivery and support
services, our institution cannot afford to fall beyond in providing these vital resources to our
students. In order to serve our online learners appropriately, we must have access and
resources that require significantly increased broadband capacity for the KC campus.

Due to our rural geographic location, we are severaly restricted in the availability of high
bandwidth access. Due to build-out costs, our current provider is reluctant to install the needed
facilities in order to supply KC with additional bandwidth needed to support our rapidly
expanding student population. This is particularly critical for many of our students who are
time and place bound in rural South Central lllinois. The only option availahle is for KC to pay in
full for the construction of the provider’s infrastructure necessary to extend service to the
College. This is not a viabie option either logically or financially in view of the current financial

erisis within the State of linois.

With the rapid growth and development of our online services and curriculum, our bandwidth
needs have far exceeded our current capacity. With the higher capacities that the new ICN will
ke able to offer, we will be able to significantly expand educational cpportunities and
streamiine operational processes for greater efficiency.  As advances in technology continue to
evolve at an extraordinary rate, Kaskaskia College must be in the forefront in providing
technical training and knowledge to prepare our rural residents to fulfill the demands of the
regional workforce to facilitate economic growth and development in an economically

challengad geagraphic area.

If there is anything [ can do to assist in the promotion and support of this application for the
State of lilinois for breadband stimulus funding, please do not hesitate to contact me at 618
545-301D or by e-mail at junderwood@kaskaskia.edu .

}M"’ —
ames C, Under{ond
President
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March 9, 2010

Assistant Secretary

WNational Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.5. Department of Commerce

wWashington, D.C. 20230

RE: LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE ILLINOIS CENTURY NETWORK BROADBAND STIMULUS FUNDS APPLICATION

Dear Assistant Secretary:

On behalf of the Joliet Junior College Board of Trustees, T would like to express support for
the state of Illinois’ broadband stimulus grant application.,

As 3 member of the Illinois Century Network since 2002, Joliet Junior Colleqge currently
supports network communications services to 28 municipalities, schools, and libraries
behind our Tlinois Century Network connection. The college’s central Data Center facilities
are ideal to provide the additional space, uninterruptible power and maotor generalor
systems necessary to effectively accommodate expansion of this statewide infrastructure
tnitiative.

Currently, the college’s 50MB communications link, which is provided through the [linois
Century Network, is valued at approximately $17,500 annually. In addition to the 28
rmunicipalities, schools, and libraries supported through 1IJC's connection ta the [CHN, this
linkage represents a lifeline for the college in offering all the programs and services to the
students and community members we serve in our 1,442 square mile district, With the
increased bandwidth capacity that would be facilitated by this grant, this woukd provide an
opportunity for Jofiet Junior College to estabiish critical partnerships with a variety of gther
Hlineis institutions {both within and outside higher education) in support of impartant
business continuity and disaster recovery initiatives.

Additicnally, the increased bandwidth would allow Joliet Junior College to partner with
regional area businesses to develop a Technology Center for Excellence showeasing
emerging technologies and offering more localized technolegy training and certification
programs,

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the state of Ilinois’ application for broadband
stimulus funding, please contact me or Mr. Dwayne Cable, vice president for information
technology at (815) 280-6641 or via e-majf at deable@ife.edu.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

/ip_.,.—»_ﬁh ”'*.'14\_,‘,%1
Gena Proulx, Ph.D.

President

215 Houbolt Road « Jobicy, . a3 ]-8938 & (215 280-22(17 o ] e
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March 4, 2010

Accistant Secratary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
.5, Department of Commerce

Washingran, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinais Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

On behalf of the John Wood Cammunity College Board of Trustees | would like to express the College's
support for the State of iinois’ breadband stimulus grant application, JWCC sevves a nine-county rural
district with a population of 86,450, As 3 member of the Illinois Century Network {ICN) for more than
10 years, John Woaod has used the increased bandwidth provided by the ICN to meet our onling
growth to expand cnline learning and 1o better serve our district. The infrastructure that the
Department of Central Management Services created is directly responsible for the bandwidth choices

we enjoy.

While Jobn Wood's campus in Quincy is 3 Point of Presence 5ite, the outlying parts of the College’s
geagraphic service ares of 2,363 square miles does not benefit from ICN. Curently, fohn Wood has
three T1 lines that connect to our outreach centers in Pittsfield, Mt Sterling, and Perry, lllinois. We
struggle with bandwidth constraints at these sites to perform basic functions. Delivering distance
learning classes, administrative software, voice over IP, and internet has been challenging due to
prohibitive costs and imited options for service. AT&T is our current provider of T1s at a cost of 3500
per line per month, Attempts to find better bandwidth in these areas 3t competitive prices have been
unsuccessful. We cannot find additional providers in these rural areas to compete, o we continué 10
pay inflated prices for such lings.

If ICN ¢an bring fiber into the rural sreas of cur digtrict, it will not only allow John Wood Community
College the opportunity to deliver services at higher bandwidth and lower prices, but alse provide the
opportunity for the people living in these rural areas 1o have mare choices and betler rates.

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois’ application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me direct 3t 217.641.4101 or by email at tklincar@jwec.edy. Should you have
any technical questions, please contact my Birector of (nformation Services Josh Breeck at
217.641.4320 or jbrueck @iwec.edu.

Thomas Klincar
President, John Wood Community College
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JOHN A LOGAN COLLEGE

700 Logan College Road
Cartatvilie, lllinois 62913

Mareh 5, 2010

Asgiitant Secretiny

National Telecammunications and Information Administation
U5 Department of fnmmma

Washington, D.C. 20230

(R better of Support for the llinois Century Netwark Broadisand Stimualus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

John A Logan College would Hke to express support for the Stste of |llinots” braadband stimuloes grant applicatian,
lahn & Logan Is a community college located Iy southern iinols serving more than 20,000 students annually,
Logan Mas partnared with the |llincis Century Network (ICN) sinee the mid-1990s. ‘The sayvice provided by ICN 1«
invalsstile i the angoing eduzation of our students and community constituencles

Adequate broadband is of critical impoerance to John A. Logan College  Enraliments for anling leaming increase
every year. Demand for broadband in the instructional classrogm enviranment continges 1o Incredss more mapicdly
than for which imstnutions of higher. education can provide. Presenl bantwidin costs are such thet they Impede
1ull use of onling resources thiat are so valudble to ciassraom Instruction. Since bandwidth’mustbe metered so
tightly, the rich gpporiinites the internet offers for learing are eancted  Greated Bandwidthavailabillly wodld
allow vides, Judio, and online conferencing ta actually become what they are intended to be—irreplacaable
components of classroom instruction,

At tohin A Logan College, broadband service sltermmtives hiave yet to become available: Every so-often, an intemet
prayidar makes rumbilings about bringing thew broadband sepvice to Logan, To datw, ICN s ur anly viable chalca
Expansion of fiber to our door would provide access.for students and the public that generally are not avallable in
southamn (linms: IFiohn A Logan College was; theaugh this granty able to play a role as a broadband conduit for
the citizens of the-surrounding area; 1he benefits would be tremendous. The communications possibiiities that
could beopened up for libraries, publiic schoals, health care facllities, law enforcement agencies, lire protection
districts and local governments would be of immeasiratile value

If L gan be of any assistance in advancing the State of linals” application for broadband stimulus funding. please
contact me al (618)1585-3741 or by emall 3t mhertmess @ialc edy.

ingerely,
%W

Rabert L Mess, PhD.
Fresident, John A, Logan Callege

?ﬂ EB.EE or 457-7678 .
UPEHATOR ﬁ1ﬂ'lﬂ55-3‘f41 545-7335 1-3&1 -3438. TTY 985-2752

m'mmmna:m‘“m" e
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Assiatanl Becrelary

National Teleemmmunications and Inloomation Admmistration
LS, Department of Commierye

Washington, [3 ¢, 20230

T Whoan e Moy Conegerne

On behalt of Minos Valley Conmunite College (1VOCYL Lam pleased to olfer this Tater of
support for the Nmois Ceutury Network Broadband Stimulos Funds Apphcation,

INCETs aveess to high speed broadband s nenexistent. Corently the college spends over
$35.780 per vear For a 23Mb connection to the Intemer through the WMinods Century Network.
Comeast, the Tocal cable compamy. cannot provide an aflordable salubion

IF 3 tgh speed broadband netwark could be extended e the Hines Valley, buth public il
private entines would have access e an aftordable high speed broadband connecuon. umd
IVOCTS connedtion costs coald be redoced by osver owo thirds, In fact, projecting the college's
increasing dentnd for bundwidth, VOO could sane ap o SO00L.000 over the next = vears IVOC
needs w0 line broadband conmections hetween the IVOC compus in Celesby, e new satilile
center in Ot and Tour-vear mstitations sucli as Nonhern Winos Universaty and Hlingis Stae
Lversity 1o handie the Tugh quality video and audio that creae the immersive, fuve-ie-face
cxperenee reguired Tor effective waching aa distanee,

high-specd broadband  aceess and  comectivity are vital Tor ceonomic wrowth. global
competitivencss, educinion, ianovauon, and ereainaty. Ensuring, high-specd bromdband aceess
For evervone has become a critical national issue. expecially when considering preparing the nexi
venerition [or work and lile m the 20 cemtury, However, surveys conductad by the Pew
internet and American Life Project indicate that although 37 percent ol Hwse ainteryiew ed
nutions ide indicated  living broadband connections al home, onds 4 poreent o roal
respondents could make the <amwe clam. Tlas gap in broadband aceess will result th
connnued disenlranchisement of ol residents as socicly moves turther along the mlomzation
hislnw oy, Tligh-specd access is a necessity i a global ceonomy and a eritical part of cooremie
development, revival, and surveeal inrural areas, suchas the llinois Valley.
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High-speed networks provide @ myriad of benefis o a region. The nctwork could be used Tor
public safvty applications. such as natifing houscholds or uther focations of problems. Wamings
ol winadoes. Toods, nuclear and industrial accidents could be addressed w speciiic seopraphie
clusters of networks. Residents conld ain catical seconds of wiraing man cmuigeney.

OF course. education is also a compelling application. Schools need high-speed access w
effectively  create  rieorous,  technology-infused  learning  envirenments,  Feachers need
voaranteed . long-lerm aceess 1o high-speed broadband o ennch the curriculum by mcludhng
techiwiouny applications such as videoconlerencing, distance leaming, streamng video and
access 1o intemnet 1 resouwrces, Students need high-spead broadband aceess o overcame the
digital divide mrural and low socio-cconomic areis

Ax IVEC moves forward with plans 1o buld a Community Technology Center and w establish
an instruckional center in the City of Ottawa. aceess W reliable high-speed Droadband aveess 1s
becoming mercasingly critical. One potential and  very exeiling  apportunity 1o aungnenl
curriculunt through the application. ol high-speed  conaectinvity 1 bomg discussed; VOO
cureently offors the Making Industry Meaningful in College (MIAIC) program. o nationally
recognized progriam for innovation in placing clectronies. engineering design. manulacturing.
and marketng students in mock companics st select, design, prototvpe. manulaclure, NIRIENYN
and sell products. The progrm oimics industeial company structure. allow ing students 1o
experivnce o workplace environmient i a classroom setting. Through the application of bigh-
apeed broadband access, Advanced MIMIC could take this learning expericiice W the aext Tevel,
13w plaging some clements of the process in Ottawa and others 1o Oglesby, the program could
more closelv simulate the real-world, global cconemic producton and distnbation chan,

in addition. IVOC is working closely with regional public universities to make baceuluereate ind
eraduate programs av wlable w residents of our district: broadband access is criigal o this etlon,
ICis often impossible w sustain a colort medel of instrucuon in speaific ficlds of study. smee tos
reguires 20 or more students w be encolicd in s progran at any grven ime. However, by utihzang
intemet delivery metheds. even one place-bound student could have the epporwmity w complote
a program of study and Lunch o new and exciting carcer.

Frhanced broadband is important because it creates opportunities Tor a spectrun ol applications
ranging from new forms of eatertainment aid education 1o ways of improving health and safety.
In particular. i is very impartant for cducation. where a aew digital divide threatens we open
between wbn and rurd students. For this reason. the TVOC commumity strongly supports any
eflorts e bring high-speed broadband aceess 1w the Mineis Valley and is walling w provide
reascnabile finangial resvurces 1o achivy e this ohjective,

1T can be of any assistance in advancing the State of HWhinws™ application fer broadbancd stimulus
funding, please contact me at $15.224,0403 or by email at jamy corcoran‘,is ce cdu,

Sincerels, -

* 4
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D Jerry Corcoran
Frosicdent
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March 3, 2140

Assistant Secretary Lawrenee E. Strickling

Manonal Lelecommurnications and Information Administration
LS, epariment of Commeree

Washington, [32.C. 20230

Rez Letter of Suppaort for the lilaeis Ceauny Netwark Broadband Stimelos Fonds Application
Licar Mr. Strickling:

Pledse accept this letler as an expression of Minvis Eastern Commuoaity Colleges™ {1ECCY support for the
State of Hois” brosdband stimulus grant.  1ECC is 3 mehi-college district consiting of Fronter Community
College in Fairfiehd, Lincoln Trail College in Robison. Olaey Central College in Olney and Wabash Vailey
College in ML Cormel and are Junned by handwidth restnictions due o the high circnit costs and lack of carrier
options i our arca,  The model described i the Suae’s propasal holds the powential (0 address 2 number of recds
Fewr auir district.

Providing sullicient bandwidih to our collepes and the over 28,000 siudents we serve aunwally is a constant
challenge. (RECC has relied on tie Himois Conty Nenwork for intemer access and technical services for the Jast
len years. The guality of the serviec has been excellent,  Duc to funding constrainis, cach of our collepes have only
3Mb connections o the Internet so we are limited inthe spplications that can be supporied, The State’s proposal
has the potential to provide additional bandwidth to our collepes atan sTordable zate allowing us to offer additional
sCTyIces [0 ol students,

l.acated m roral Southera Dlinors, (ECC serves a high nwaber of low wicome citizens who are unable 10
scess or allord broadband services and computers. Many of these citizens utilize the four IECC colleges® fcilitics
o gain access to compoters and broadband senices they cannel access at home.  Additional bandw idth to our
colleges waoull give us the abiliy 1o eapand secess (o our students and citizens.

IECC sieongly supports the Sia1e’s proposal and the opporiunities it could bring 1o our Collezes and the
citizens of Sowtheasiern Whinois, [0 can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Hlinois™ application for
broadband stimulus Tunding, please comact me al 618-393-2082 or by email at brucet@icee edu. You nay ulso
contact Alex Chne, Director of Information and Communications Teclmalogy at 618-393-2932 or clineaiiicce.adu.

Smicerehy.

Farwsrmn Comttc sy Conleck 1o e Lo Teo, Counbes Bt pina s Onsa v O rsmal SOt Jvnsn Do 46 WAL Vanet Consle ML QA Lo w4



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

John S. Erwin, PhD

March 5, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

llinois Central College (1CC) supports the lllinois Century Network (ICN) broadband stimulus grant
application. lllinois Central College is a community college that serves the residents of all or parts of ten
counties in Central lllinois: Peoria, Tazewell, Woodford, Bureau, Logan, Marshall, Livingston, MclLean,
Stark, and Mason. The college district consists of 2,322 square miles and is the 7" largest in district size.
For more than 15 years, ICC has relied on ICN to provide Internet access for the college community.

Currently, ICC is restricted to 16 Mb of bandwidth by ICN. Bandwidth allocations are based upon a full
time equivalent (FTE) number of students. ICC reported 7,855 FTE students in FY2009, however, ICC
serves a headcount of more than 18,993 students. The increase in enrollments this year combined with
the bandwidth restrictions in the fall drastically limited access through bandwidth shaping to only the
most essential activities online. The restrictions compromised the ability to provide student services off
campus, the ability to access Internet resources in classrooms, and the delivery of online courses.

Tests have shown that ICC requires a minimum of 50 Mb of bandwidth to continue to provide an
acceptable level of access to the Internet. ICC relies heavily on the Internet. ICC has over 2,000 courses
with an online component, 175 classrooms with computers, and 2,800 computers used daily by
students. Students rely on college services over the Internet to apply to ICC, register for classes,
purchase textbooks, pay for classes, check grades, and many other related services. Business processes
such as purchasing, payroll, invoicing, financial aid disbursement, and emergency notification all depend
upon access to the Internet.

ICN has always been in the past a reliable resource for ICC. The college has had a long history of
excellent service from them and we support their request for broadband stimulus funding.

If there is any way ICC can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for
broadband stimulus funding, please contact me at 309-694-5520 or by email at jerwin@icc.edu.

Sincerely,

2

Dr/John S. Erwin
President

| College Drive * East Peoria, Illinois 61635 * 309.694.5520 » 309.694.5103 fax « www.icc.edu



HIGHLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE

March 5, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir:

Highland Community College supports the initiative for the State of Illinois’ broadband stimulus
grant application. The college’s mission is built around meeting the needs of the greater
northwest Illinois community by providing quality educational and cultural programs, with over
60 degrees and certificates offered to the residents of our district. We are proud to serve roughly
5,000 students annually at our campus in Freeport and at satellite locations throughout the
district. Our institution meets our students’ technological needs for coursework and job training
with the college’s commitment to keeping access to relevant technology current.

One critically important aspect of our technology has been our access to the Illinois Century
Network (ICN) for our Internet bandwidth. Highland has partnered with the ICN for nearly 10
years and depends on them for their bandwidth and expertise in alternate and backup connection
options that have strengthened our partnership with them and increased the value of the services
we receive.

Like many other organizations, Highland is becoming increasingly dependent upon access to
reliable, high-speed bandwidth. We have many critical applications that are hosted by our
application vendors, each requiring access to more and more bandwidth, especially as the content
they deliver becomes more media-rich. With the availability of additional bandwidth, we would
be able to explore more distance learning options with two-way video conferencing to our K - 12
schools, as well as investigate additional replication options for disaster recovery and business
continuity, which we are currently unable to facilitate with existing access to bandwidth.

Being in a rural area of the state, the last mile charges for access to our nearest ICN POP have
been a huge issue. With access to the higher capacities that the new ICN will be able to offer,
Highland feels that it would be able to stay current with new requirements for courses, programs
and job training for many years to come. Our current solution is, in reality, only good for a few

2998 W. Pearl City Road * Freeport, IL 61032-9341 * 815-235-6121 * Fax 815-235-6130

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT



Assistant Secretary
March 5, 2010
Page 2

more year’s worth of growth and use, after which time we will be required to explore new ways
of acquiring and funding additional bandwidth.

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at 815-599-3514 or by email at joe.kanosky@highland.edu.

Sincerely,

Joe M. Kanosky, Ph.D.
President

JMK:tag



ndarch & 2010

Adsistamt Secretary

Nauonal Telecommumications and Informmation Administracion
LS, Depanment of Commerce

Washingon, D.C, 20230

Re: Letter of Supprort for the illincis Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Drear Sir,

Please consider this lo be our letter of suppont for the State of Illinois™ broadband stimulus grant
appiication. Locaed in Bloominglon-Nomal, we are the voungest community coliese in Hineis
serving more than 3200 credit studenis and offering a diverse selection of non-credit classes to more
than &.00¢ community members. Hearlland Community College 1s an open admission resource for
alfordable higher education with a focus on student access. In today’'s warld, bandwidth is becoming
an increasingly prevalent mode of aceess. making it not oniy a general stapie of our ceonomy, but
also a critical resource for Heartland's defivery of classes. proerams and community services.

While the Illineis Century Network (JON) has served as our primary provider of Intemet senace, we
have had to go elsewhere for supplemetual service - for sienificans additional cost — in order 10
salis]y our minimum bandwidiiy reguirements. The 1CN has simply not been able 10 provide the
bandwidth we need, We are pow. in fact, at a crnical juncture. We need 1o decide whether 10 emter
Mo a long term coturae with & commercial Interner Service Provider {1SP). The availability of
additional middic-miie fiber optic eable. and ulimaicly greater TON bandwidth, would help our
institution better serve: bath cur current credit and non-credit students, as well as save the institution
a tremendous amount of money.

Reviewers of grant applications will undoubtediy read many Ietiers of support toming accolades for
potential parinerships between organizations. more akematives for disasier recovery, stimulation of
logal economic climates. and more affordable access for all. Hearttand concurs thai these are indeed
all benefits that will be afforded to our instiuion and communiiv. However, we wouid like 1o also
offer one very simple, langibic and immediate exampic of how additional middle-mile fiber optic
cable will help the residents of our diginiel,

In partnership with Iincis State University and both local schoot districts {Lnit 5 and Estrict §7),
we host an annual “Students ivolved with Technologm™ conference on our campus. This event
draws hendreds of K-12 students to the College. The February 2000 conference went extremeiy weidl
—except when 1 came time to establish video conferance links 1o sister events in other Hlinois
communities. Network trafiic swelled to fill every avatiabie cunce of our Intermet capacity. This
slowed down computer users throughout the confercnee and resulted in a subpar experience for the
video confercnee participants. For a conference focused on technology, this was an unforonae
oIy,

it Hearttand Communiy Colisge can be of any assistance in advancing the Stae of Ullinois™
appiication for broadband stimules funding, please contag Doug Minter, our Chiel [nformation
Officer at {3091268-8385 or by e-mail at doneaninigre hganland.eds. He will have my full Suppon.

Thank vou for your consideration of Hhnots™ grant application.

Smeercly,

.

@t A (TR

Jonathan M. Astrolh
Fresidem
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slzreh 5, 2010

Broadvand Technology Opportunitizs Program
Depavtment of Commerss
Washington, DC

Ta whom it may concern;

Pleasc consider this to be our iciter of support for (e establishment of the Central Llinois
Regionai Broadband Netwovk (CIRBN) and confirmation of our co~-applicant siatus for
CIRBNs application for fending fioen the Broadband Technalogy Cpportunitics
Program (BTOP}.

In January 2010, the Hearlland Commumity Cellegs Board of Trustess nuanimously
approved Heartland’'s paticipation as a BTOP grant co-applicant with final sarticipation
simpiy eontingent upon confinnation of reasonable in-kind and wonetary commibnents.
Based on our research, we are very optimistic that participation In CIRBN wil! vield a
much better cost/benedit ratio thap purchasing bandwidth Troee 2 commareial provider.
Further, Heartland is Fully prepared to provide faciiilies o bouse the squisnent nezded o
bz a distribution node or point-of-pressncs on CIRBI.

Heartland is conimiited to student sueeess through access 1o higher education and
exseiience in teaching and lesrning, Bandwidth - bodh to the Infemet and to rescurces
available at otl:er crzamizations — is not only a general staple of teday’s sconory, but
also coiticai to the delivery of Heartland's classes, programs and commmnisy services, On
omr cammpus today, a temporary outage in telephone service could go near’y unnoticed,
but any sutage 1n network or Tnternet connectivity is guaranteed to be excentionally
disruptive. CIRBN will provide new and more affordanle pathways for Heartland and 1is
constitaents to the formation superhighway, as well as mary opportuntties for
tollaboralion with ather organizations,

Roviewers of BTOP erant applications wil: undeabtedly read many letters of support
toating accolades for potential partoersips between orgamzations, move aliernatives for
disaster recovery, stimnlation of local econemic climates, and move affordable access for
al!. Haartland concurs thas these are indeed all benefita thal will be afibreled to central
Mhinoms. However, we would Hke to also offer one very simple, tangible aud immediate
cxample of how CIRBN will kelp the resdents of our district,

Heartiend dozs pot supyently have adeguate intemet bandwidth to meet 1he nesds of vsers
during peak perods of utilizaiion and will soon nzed to decide whether fo commrit to an
expenrtive, long-term confract with 2 commeaeraial provider to rasolve this problem.
tdsanwhile, in parinershin with IlHnos state University and both local school drstricts
(Unit 5 and District §7), we host an annual “Students Tnvolved with Tachnology™
conferencs on oo campus. This event draws lmundreds of K-22 sindents to the Collese.




Page 2
Sreadband Techmology Opportunities Program
Mareh 5, 2010

The February 2010 conference went extremely well — except when i* emns time o estabiish
video conference links to sister events in other Hhnois communinies. Network rraffie sweiled to
Ol every availzble ounce of bandwidth. This slowed dowr: comvnter users throughant tie
conference and resulted in a subpar experiencs for the video conference participants. For a
conicrence focused on technclogy, this was an unforfunate nory.

CIRBN will undoubicdiy be an invalnable resource to our community and will certainly help
Heariland better serve the residents of Community College District 540, We appreciate the
efforts of stai¥ at Jilinois State University to facilitate the development of the CIRBN vision and
the consideralion of our gvant application to the Broadband Technology Opnortunities Pryogram.

Simcerely,

. '&f{ nm‘_m ' OM

Ipnathar b, Astroih
Presidonl
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Harry S Truman College

Oine of the Ciry Colleges of Chicagn

_ Lynn M. Walker, Presiden:
March 4, 2010

Lawrcnee E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary

Wational Telecommunications and Information Administration
115, Department of Commerce

1401 Constitulion Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C, 20230

Tear Sir:

I am writing to vou on behalf of Harry 5 Truman College, one ol the City Colleges of Chicago, in
supporl of the State of llineds' broadband stimulus grant application. Truman Cellege is a comprehensive
community callege that serves the most ethnically, linguistically and economically diverse communitics
in Chicago. We serve over 23,000 students per year and pariner with numerous public schools,
universities, community-based organizations and businesses to meet our mission.

Technology is critical to colleges. To deliver high quality, innovanve, affordable and accessible
instruction and services that prepare our students for a rapidly changing global economy, we must
incorporate technology. Technology strengthens and enhances teaching and learning and ingreases access
0 education through distance learning and hybrid courses. Evatuation of a five-year instructional
technology project at our college showed that 88% of studenus reported increased motivation o learn;
84% received much quicker feedback from instructars; 90% reported it was easicr to follow their
instructors” presentation of course material.

Currently, Truman is unable to implement wirelgss technology in a way that works for us due to
inadequate bandwidth. The State of lllinois’ project will address this critical issue for us and enable much
wider nse of 1echnology for instruction and student scrvices with far fewer problems and abstacles to
overcome. The College is unable 1o pay for the bandwidth needed to address barriers to effective
implementation of wireless and technology-cnhanced instruction and service provision, A 2008 study by
the Wi-Fi (wircless technology) Alliance showed that 90% of college students consider Wi-Fi to be as
essential {0 their academic lives as classrooms and computers; 79% said college would be a lot harder
without Wi-Fi access and over half said they wouldn'( go o a college without free Wi-Fi. The proposed
sroject will ensure equitable access to Wi-Ii for our students and community, [t aligns with Truman’s
commitment to educational equity all of its students, most of whom are low-income, first generation and
under-represented in postsecondary education.

Please contact me if | can be of assistance in advancing the State of 1llinois* application for
broadband stimulus Munding. You may contact me at (773 907-445] or via cmail at valker@ees edu,

Sincerely, -

1145 West Wilson Avenue =  Chicage, L 60640 = 7739074451 = fwe 773907 6809 & email lwalker@®coc <du



E:: Harper Coliege,

Diffice of Wice President of Technology

1200 Weszl Algonquin Rpoad
Falatng, lhnms 50067
B&7 0256827

March 5, 2010

Assistant Secretaty
Nattonal Velecommumications angd Taformation Administesuon
LT 5. l')cpﬂrn'm:m. of Commerce

Washingeon, .G 20230
Re: Lewer of Support for the Hlseis Cemuary Network Broadband stunulus Funds Application
1dear Hir,

Willtam Rainey Hauper College 1s a comprehensiee communily collepe located in the northwerest
subwh of Chicago sorving studeats from teenty three muwicipalides, with a distiict population of
half a million. Larollment for falf semester ar Harper was aver 15,0000 For the past decade Harper
has partnered with the Hinos Cenoury Networl (TN} for Iowrnel scivice,

The availability of the internet is crucial w the education provided at Hamper College. From
cilucational media used in the classioom, o learning managenment systems, online wcoess i an
micgtal component to learning ac the college. Addiionally, the function of enabling student self
serviee for registeation, bill pay, prade reposing, and club particapation are also ontical functions
accessed via the Tntemet, As wirh nuost ul_‘g;lllizﬂtir_mﬁ ; lm'l‘.n::r laas :::{[:-1_*1:'“:11{_":4.1 a continual necd for
inceeased handwidih. FErhanced educatonal tedia availalle 5'.0](:]}-‘ [In'uugh onling pl'{}‘-’i{.h‘.l'ﬁ has
caused an exrreme merease in e demand placed on owe conoceton. Withouwr mcreased access ow
studlents will nat be able to participate 1 this rich colture of online accessible mformatoao 1e.
nm::;ing videos and cose simulations, ill:-rﬂry dataleses,

The cost oo contnually ncrease bandwidth w the requined levels s pmhlhiuvc; thix of course leaves
out enmmunity undersorved. 16 1CN were to act as not only 150 but also access provider with lugh
speed service at an affordable price die community served by Hacper would have improved access
tey 4 host of new educational oppottunities.

IF1 can e of any assistance o advancing the State of Illineis’ application By broadband sumualis
Funding, please comact me at 847 923-6827 or by el at phaver@! lupercollege.edu.

Sincercly,

Pawick J. Bawer
Vice President of Informanon Technology
Weilliprm Faney Harpor f:f}llug{:



:'.: Harper College

Diffice of Vice Presudent of Technolagy

1200 Wesl Algonquin Road
Falating, |llinms GO0GT

847 D25 6827
March 5, 201010)

Aossistant Secretary

National Uelecommunications and Teformation Administeation
LT5. l'}up:u'tmum. of Conmimerce

Washingeon, [nO, 20230

Re: Lettee of Support for the linois Centaey Network Broadband Stmulus Funds Applicaiion
1Dear 5ir,

William Rainey Hawper College 1s a comprehensiee communtty college located in the nocthwest
subweh of Chicago serving studdents from twenty three mumicipalities, with a district population of
half 2 millicu. Lntellmene foe fall semester at Harper was over 15,0000 Lo the past decade Harper
has partnered with the Hinois Century Nerwork (0N} for Inernet service,

The availabiity of the internet is crucial w the education provided at Flarper College. From
cilucational media uied ix the elassioom, to learning management systems, online access 15 an
mtegral component to learning ac the college. Addimonally, the function of enabling student self
service for registranon, bill pav, prade reporting, and cluls participation are also ontical funcuons
accessed vin the Towmet, As wich mosc Urgunizminnﬁ ; larpr:.r L f_::{pt:tjctlccd a contnul need for
incieased bandwidih. Enhanced educanonal nedia availalle S{Jk:]}' thl‘ngh onling p!:f}"-’itlﬁl':; [{HE
caused an extreme merease in e demand placed on owe connection. Withour mereased access oo
stuclents will nat be able to participate i this rich colture of online accessible mformaton e,
numing videos and casc simulasions, ill:-r:u'y databmses,

The cost o contnually meeease bandwidth o the J:mluir{;d levels s [:mhil}iuvc; this oof course leaves
out eommunity underserved. 16 10N were to act as not anly 158 but alse access provider with lngh
speed service at an affordable price the community served by Hacper would have improved access
1o 4 host of new eduvcational oppotiunivies.

If I can be of any assistance i advaneing the Seate of Ilineis” application for broadbaned stimulus
Funding, pleuse contact me at 847 923-6827 or by el at phauerZ0! lapercollege.edu.

Sincerely,

Parick J. Baver
Wice President of Information Technology
Wl Rﬁil'll_‘].-' Harper C()llcg{:



[‘:] Harper Coliege

Dffice of Vice Fresident of Technology

1203 Weszl Algonquin Road
Falaling, ihings G006T

847 D25 6827
Llageh 5, Z0H0

Assistant Secretaty

MNational Velecommmunications and Information Admintsieation
Lis. I'J'{;p:u'tmt.:m of Commerce

Washmgron, [2.C, 20230

Re: Fetter of Support for the Hlineis Cenvary Network Broadhand Stimulus Jfunds Application
L ear S,

William Rainey Harper College is a comprehensive community college located in the northwrest
saburb of Chicago serving students from twenty three muneipalies, with a diseict population of
half a million. Linrollmenc for fall semester at Harper was over 15,0000 For the past decade Tarper
has partrered with the lines Ceptary Nevwork (TCNY for Dntomet service,

The availalility of the Internet 15 erucial to the educanon provided at Flarpor College. From
ciducational media used i the classranm, o learning management systems, onlne acecss 1s an

integ ral component 1o learning ac the college. Addiionally, the function of enabling student self
service For registration, il pay, prade reporting, and cluly participation are also critical functions
accessed via the Toteenet. As wieh most {_‘rJ_‘EiII'lixiltiLH'lH : lm'p{:r lias cx[u:ricnccd a continual need fox
mercased bandwidih, Fohanced cducaional medin available 501(:1",-‘ thl‘(mgh onling pl'{‘n"li.h.‘.l'ﬁ has
cavsed an extreme metease in the demend placed on owe connecoon. Withour mereased access o
stuclents will nat be able we participace w this rich coliure of online aecessible informarion e,
mu's.ing videns and case simularions, |'I1}1':1r§r' databies,

The cost to contmnally merease bandwadth w the :uquir{;d levals s prc}hlhiuvc; this of course leaves
our community underserved. TEICN were to act as net anly 18P bt also access provider with high
speed service at an affordable price the cormmuniy served by Hagper would have mproved aceess
w2 host of new cducatonal opporunities.

[F I can be of any assistance in advancng the State of flineis” appheation for lroradliand oalos
funding, please comact me at 547 925-6827 or by email ar pbauer@g] larpercollege.edu

sincerely,

Patrick J. Baver
Vice Prosident of Informanon Technology
WAlliam Ratney Farpser f:f}llug{:



i

R

=3

=Ry

3
"‘.
=7

=

5

‘n

— ——

3 E
CO ]:G]_L

tdarch 8, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Matlonal Telecommunications and Information Administration
5. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Ilinois Centucy Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Crear Sir,

| amn writlng from Greenville Coilege, a private liberal-arts college Jocated in south central
ilinois, in support of the State of lliinels’ broadband stimulus grant apglication. The rural
location of Greamville College provides very limited carrier options for data services, and the
services that are available are offered at a relatively high cost, especlally compared to the
services available in more urban areas. Because of these factors, we rely heavily an the
llinois Century Network {ICN), operatad by the State of lllingis, for the limited internet
connectivity we do have. Our nearly 1500 traditional, graduate and aduit students, as well
as more than 200 faculty, staff and felends, utilize internet-based resources for a wide
variety of academic and businass-related pursuits.

Internet connactivity has become even more critical to our institution as we have embarked
on an onlineg learning initiative to expand our reach to college students anywhere in the
world. Fast, reliable internet access is a must for us to effectively engage online learners and
still continue to provide quality services to our campus community. if the State of llinois
were able to receive additional funding for tha ICN, then the |CN would in turn be able to
provide an increased level of affordable bandwidth to Greenville Coltege and other rural
institutions throughout the state.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important issue, If | can be of any assistance in
advancing the State of lllinois’ application for broadband stimulus funding, please contact
me at (618) B64-7072 or via emall at paul.younker@preenville.edu.

Sincerely,

M’ﬁ”%—;‘
Paul Younker
Directar of informatign Technolopy

315 E College Averiae PO Box 159 Greanvtlle, llings 62246-0158 Th 61866428500



FRONTIER

2 FRONTIER DRIVE FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS 62837 618-842-3711

March 19, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Frontier Community College was originally established to be the College beyond walls and has long been engaged in attempts to
deliver high quality education and services for our students and community residents throughout the Southern Illinois region.
One of the vehicles for the development of courses and programs has been to establish strategic partnerships to share
information and resources. This approach has allowed us to emphasize quality education and increase access to our local
community residents — not only at our physical campus but also at dozens of partner facilities located in eight outlying counties.
However, the lack of affordable broadband options and capacity has proven to be a detriment to our ability to provide the types
of programming that our communities need to deal with the economic realities that we all face. It is within this context, that
we extend this letter of support on behalf of the lllinois Century Network’s application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program grant.

As we have endeavored to expand our operations, and extend our online education and training efforts, we have had
several discussions with local ISP’s in an effort to expand our 3Mb connection. In those discussions, they tell me that a lack
of middle-mile infrastructure is a considerable problem for them and a formidable obstacle to building a sustainable
broadband network that we need to serve our communities. Further they claim that increases IP traffic has exacerbated
bandwidth congestion and that existing revenue shortfalls are multiplied as the scale of operations increases. In short, they
claim high-speed Internet service may not be sustainable in our local communities because of pure economics.

These are the reasons we applaud the lllinois Century Network’s work goal of expanding broadband access to rural
communities. By doing so, we believe that geographical and financial barriers can be overcome so that we can provide
access to a wide range of educational, cultural, and recreational opportunities for our District residents. Further,
broadband access to new telecommunications technologies such as Voice over Internet Protocol (VolP) will allow us to
communicate better with 500+ adjunct faculty members and the 9000+ students that we have that are geographically
separated from our main campus. Moreover, the prospect of having Telecommunications Relay Services (TRS) to use Video
Relay Services (VRS) to communicate more easily, quickly, and expressively with voice telephone users is an exciting
prospect that will also enhance the quality of the education and training we could provide. Finally, with expanded
broadband access, we could better support our local Hospital’s efforts to transform their medical records processes and
provide medical care to un-served and underserved populations through remote diagnosis, treatment, monitoring, and
consultations with specialists.

As such, the opportunity of continued work with the Illinois Century Network on the implementation of these grant
initiatives will be of enormous benefit to our community residents and is an exciting prospect. We believe, this will

significantly improve the quality of life in our community and as such, encourage the funding of this project.

Sincerely,

Dr. Timothy Taylor
President, Frontier Community College

LLIMUIE EASTHERLN 5\ CommMilsITY ol EEGT






Elgin
Community R Al
College F 847-214-737¢

Ofﬁce Of the President 1700 Spartan Prive « Elgin, IL60123-7193 « 7 847-697-1000 « elain.edu
March 3, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir:

| am writing to express Elgin Community College’s full support for the Illinois Century Network
application for federal stimulus funds. ECC has been a member of the ICN since its inception
and depends on the high-speed internet network access service it provides to support many
educational programs.

Broadband access to the internet is vital in providing educational opportunities to our students, as
well as operations of the college. As of this year, over half of our credit hours are delivered in
course formats that involve online activities. Online application, as well as course registration,
has gone from being a novelty to the expected norm. Adequate, dependable internet connectivity
is essential. To meet these needs, we purchase 16 megabits of bandwidth from the ICN to
augment the 14 megabits we are allocated, based on our enroliment. This total just barely meets
our needs.

Of particular concern and expense to ECC is the growing cost of the so called “last mile”
connection to the Illinois Century network. We must provision and pay for the connection
between our campuses and the ICN’s nearest point of presence. This cost will continue to grow
as we increase the capacity of our ICN connection to meet our growing needs due to enrollment
increases and program expansion.

We enthusiastically support the ICN’s broadband funds application in order to give the ICN end-
to-end control over the network that is vital to community colleges across the state. Please
contact me if | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for
broadband stimulus funding.

Sincerely,

David Sam, PhD, JD
President

Donna Reamer, E

Eleanor MacKinney, CAS Chalr lohn Dufty Robert Getz

Robert McBnde. EdD, Vice Chan Phvilis Folann, EdD (Clara Qilayos. DO Anastasia Toutexis, Stu
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Warch 4, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunlteations and Information Administration
LS. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Metwork Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear Sir,

Danvitle Area Community College strongly supports the State of lilinois’
broadband stimulus grant application. DACC is an accredited public two-year
community coliege providing higher education opportunities for youth and
atfults in East Central lllinois and serves about §,000 students gor year in over
1,500 unigue cowrses, Qur campus has been connected 10 the Hhnols Century
MNetwork (ICN) for 10 vears, since 2000; the service provided by ICMN has been
outstanding and glves us an extremely reliable connection which is monitored 24
hours a day by the ICN Network Operations Center.

Based on DACC's size, we are given 8 Mbps of Internet bandwidth from ICN at no
cost. Naturally this does nat cover the ATAT CSME circuit charge which is nearly
$1000 per month; this figure is not unreasonable in the present situation, but it
Is a stgnificant cost for us. For the last few vears, we have needed more
bandwidth in the middle of the day when the most students are on campus and
using the network, and the users can see a slowdown during this time of day.
We have mitigated thls somewhat through the installation of a caching proxy
server; in addition to providing a campus-wide cache, it also prevents any one
user or group of users from monopolizing the Internet connection to the
detriment of other users. We also wse Cisco-based bandwidth management to
ansure that ¢ritleal services always have bandwidth., However, such measures
only go so far, and in late 2009 we opted to purchase an additional 2 Mbps from
ICN at 5287 per month. We could certainly use much more, but the cost is an
issue, espercially at this time of statewide budget problems,

Acquiring handwidth from commaearcial providers is technically an option, but
cost s still an issue; in addition, for an academic institution such as DACC, guality
of service and reliability is as important as quantity of bandwlidth. If we could
get direct access to the ICN network via fiber, we would save the monthly circult
costs and get » huge bandwidth Increase at the same time, while still retaining
ICN's cutstanding level of service. :
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More bandwidth would beneflt our compus in mapy ways. For example, web-
hased multimedia sources are Increaslngly being used as academic resources, In
the past, some colleges have blocked access to services like YouTube to conserve
handwidth, but In recent times they have been forced to rethink this as more
ahd more valuable and legitimate material is being made availabie through such
seyvices. Many of our instructors would like to place video material on the web,
such as lactures, demonstrations, labs, et cetera; greater bandwldih would make
this much easier to accomplish, and would allow many students to view the
materials at once. More bandwidth would also make it possible for us to stream
video of live events to off-campus users; currently that is not feasible for more
than a few users at a time, and so we use third-party services to stream such
videos. An ingcrease in bandwidth could also facilitate the sharing of large
volumes of data among colieges and other schools, and could foster more
partnership and collaboration among them. The basic principle is that usage will
tend to increase to occupy the avaifable bandwidth; and 5 large Increase in
bandwidth would almost certainly lead to additional innovations that have not
vet been considered, and to the use of technologies that have been impractical
in the past.

Beyond the additional bandwlidth for our own campus, we would alse be very
happy to serve as a community hub, and would wish to coliaborate with locat
organizations to provide increased bandwidth to them. We view both area
schaols and local businesses as partners of Danville Area Communlty Callege in
the success of Danville, Vermilion County, and our district. The proviston of high-
speed Internet access to residents of the area s also important to our
community’s success, and we would be glad to act as the point-of-presence for
this area in order to facilitate rasidential handwidth expansion,

Danvilie Area Community College sees this as a great opportunity to meet a
stibstantial need for the entire state. f we can be of any assistance in advancing
the State of iHiinois” application for broadband stimuius funding, please feel free
o contact us.

Sincerely,

QZB | B]Qg@qfﬁb‘

David L. Kiftzmann
Wice President for instruction
and Student Services

lefferson Davis Williams
Director of Computer and
Network Services

2174438171
dkictz@pdacc.edy

217.443 8873
ieff@dacc.edu
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Mr. Lawrence . Strickling e
i . pread e illinoseslu
Aszistant Scerctacy Wismi,
Natignal Telecommunications and Infermation Admnistration s i, e

.58, Department of Commeree
Washingtion, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Application
Dicar Mr. Stnckling:

The College of Lake County (CLC}, a comprehiensive community college located 1

Grayslake, [llinois (nurthwest of Chicape) serving 18,500 students and the diverse

cducarional needs of Lake Counly, lllinsis, supports the cnclosed proposal as

Phitip | Larcignn, Bedd o bmitted by the [Hineis Century Network to increase bandwidth capacity and
Wigan AL Grifin connechivity throughout [llinois.

Eorardl oof Tresteoe:

Firinrd A Amdeean

AAnreie 0§ fooctd

{CI.C has becn a paniner with the illinois Century Network (ICN) since 1999,
providing invaluable Intermet access 1o the College {or supporting cducation in the
classroom and onling courses o the community, Broadband is cnitical to community
o . Skearte golleges throughout the state due te the ever-increasing richness of content aceessible
cieimna, | Via the Intermet. The evolution of simple text data services to streaming audio and
Strachen? Friaske video, combined with more advanced intcractive services, means enbanced education
in all disciplines. Services 1o students such as advising, counseling, and financial
assistance arc also cvolving to take advanage of greater secess. Increased bandwidih
capacily 15 critical 1o the success of higher education and workforce preparation.

Juitier W8, Taaenifaer

Matelndra Tx Cfsclitager

The Coilege of Lake County’s bandwidih requirements continuc to expand along with
the costs of Internet services, This proposal to construct a fiber backbone network
extending fiber to all Nlinois’48 community colicges is critical 10 curtail these costs
while increasing bandwidth, CLC's bandwidth is normally 100% utilized when
classes are in session, and access to the Intemnet is heavily degraded Jor most usces in
the College duc lo congestion. This initiative will alleviatc this problem and the
College of Lake County is commitied to providing the necessary fesources to ensure
SHUCESS.

Thank you for your consideration of this request and please contact me 1l you need
additional infermation.

% W
{Titard W. Weber, Ph.DD.
President

19331 West Washington Street, Grayslake, 11 60030-1198
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Bssislarl secretary

National Telacarmimunications and Information Administration
.5, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

R Lettar of Suppert for the [llinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Cear Sir,

College of DuPage supports the State of lllinais broadband stimulus grant
applicalion, The College served 59,444 individual students in fiscal year 2009,
The rmost recent Fall semester saw an increase in excess of 9% in credit sceking
stiydants, Courses with an online format comprised the single largest segment
of growth,

Illinois Century Network (ICN) has been a primary providor of notwork
connectivity to the College since 1999, The network provides low cost access
for the College to the internet and to other calloges within lllinois.  College of
DuPage has used tho ICN service to provide access to video conference
presentalicns and classes to participants at othar cormmunity colleges in the
state, as well as general internet wccess,

College of DuPage spends in oxcess of $100,000 annually to vendors of the “last
mile®. Current bandwidth will be inadeguate within two yvears Lo suppert Lhe
growth in online access needs for teaching and learning. College of DuPage
supports credit, continuing education and professional development programs
through onling formats,

The College is alse in need of cxpanded network Bandwidth to develop a
commercially viable disaster recovery capability for it administrative and
learning environments. Failure to secure cost effective bandwidth in support of
these needs will impair the College's ability to serve the lecal communities,



If wa can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois’ application for
broadband stimulus funding, please contact Chuck Currier at {630) 842-2790 or

by email at curricr@cod.edu.
e
e
M

dor Charles W, Currigr
Vice President, Informuation {echnology

Sinceraly,



Office of Information Technology

March 19, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

RE: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

The City Colleges of Chicago needs high speed broadband to keep up with the ever-changing technology
demands for the academic environment and to continue to provide for the constantly-growing public
access computing at each of our campuses.

Before we can upgrade any of the current 100 Mbps links to our main campuses and other locations, the
current 1 Gbps pipe connecting them to our central office needs be upgraded to higher speed, however,
AT&T, our current broadband provider, cannot provide such an upgrade at this time. Therefore, we may
soon be facing a challenge to meet our students’ educational and general public’s growing technology
and Internet access needs.

According to our plans, this and at least one more link on our metropolitan network needs to grow to 10
Gbps within the next two years. In five years we will need several 100 Gbps links and at least ten 10
Gbps links. That technology is not currently available to us. Furthermore, we are currently spending a
total of over $525,000 annually for connectivity and Internet service to all our locations and the
bandwidth upgrades would significantly increase this cost. We need much cheaper and faster
connections between our locations and to the Internet, so that we can educate our students in a modern
academic environment and make them capable to perform well on new demanding jobs.

Aty ¥ S

Kathy Linenberger

Vice Chancellor/CIO
City Colleges of Chicago
226 W Jackson
Chicago, IL 60606

District Office 226 West Jackson Blvd. Chicago, IL 60606-6998




WAUBONSEE

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

March 11, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunicatons and Information Administration
U. S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Assistant Secretary,

Waubonsee Community College is writing to express its support for the State of Illinois Century
Network’s application for Round 2 BTOP (Broadband Technology Opportunities Program)
funding. Waubonsee Community College is a public, comprehensive community college
organized in 1966 as mandated by the Illinois Community College Act to provide education and
training services for individuals in portions of Kane, Kendall, DeKalb, LaSalle and Will counties
of District 516. Kane and Kendall counties represent two of the fastest growing counties in the
United States. Enrollment increases are now in the 8-12% range each term. This semester we
have 12,000 students and 4,000 seats in online classes.

Waubonsee Community College has been the recipient of broadband service from the State of
Ilinois through the Illinois Century Network for 10 years. The Illinois Century Network has
provided a cost-effective way for the college to access the Internet. The World Wide Web plays
a critical part in providing distance learning, online classes, academic services, campus
management and operations, and communications. The Internet is employed in Smart
classrooms, computing labs and is made available to students and the Waubonsee community.

Greater bandwidth would provide more opportunities to supply a superior service to students,
faculty and staff with the corresponding enhanced performance and accessibility. This includes
the following:

e Expanded instructional opportunities and the ability to share resources between Illinois
community colleges and other educational institutions of higher learning in the state and
in the nation.

e Two-way interactive instruction and collaboration among higher education institutions to
provide learners in Illinois with many more opportunities for additional and diverse
programming.

e A wider array of program offerings made available to rural and other areas in the state
with fewer resources.

e Economically disadvantaged learners from the college’s large urban area and many rural
areas would have campus access to meet online and traditional learning needs.

Snger Grove Compus Agnrora Cempus Copley Cempus Plamo Campus

Route 47 ot Winbanses Defve 5 E. Galena Bhvd. 2060 Ogden Ave. Route 34 et Wenbonsee Defve
Suger Grove, I 60554-9454 JAurrora, I 605064178 Aurorzs, I1. 60504-7222 Plano, IL 60545

(530) 456-7900 {630) 801-7900 {630) 585-7900 Opening 2011
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Letter of Support for Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Our current bandwidth limits the college’s ability to provide high quality streaming video to
enhance online and traditional classes. This video capability would enhance the learning
experience by providing more effective communication between students and faculty. The
college needs more bandwidth in order to take full advantage of the benefits provided by the
many new technologies continually being developed.

Accessibility is one of the college’s core values: “We remove barriers to learning formed by
time, geography, education, culture, experience or beliefs to provide a full range of quality
educational opportunities for all who can benefit.” Insufficient bandwidth limits our ability to
respond to the increasing demand for online classes and distance learning. Most of our students,
both full- and part-time, are employed. Online classes provide accessibility to learning
opportunities for people with already busy schedules and lives.

This grant would allow Illinois to employ fiber optics for greater connectivity and an increase in
the amount of bandwidth available to this college and others in the state. It would allow Illinois
to take ownership of this communication pipeline which would, in turn, be there for the sharing
of classes and curriculum across the state. It would allow Waubonsee Community College to
spend its funds on technological advances in learning rather than outside broadband carriers and
focus on student success.

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at (630) 466-2300 or by e-mail at csobek@waubonsee.edu.

ey

Christine J. Sobek, Ed.D.
President





