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Supporting the economic, social and environmental 

well-being of California’s Central Valley. 

201 Needham Street 

   Modesto, CA   95354 

Phone:  (209) 522-5103 

Fax:  (209) 522-5116 

  www.greatvalley.org 

   

 

National Telecommunications and Information Administration 

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20230 

 

 

This letter is to express our commitment to the California Connect proposal to the NTIA.  

The mission of the Great Valley Center (GVC) is to support activities and organizations 

that promote the economic, social and environmental well being of the Central Valley. 

Working over a large geographic area (California’s Central Valley) and through an 

extensive network of stakeholders, media and policy makers GVC programs and services 

work to remove barriers between people, ideas and plans. 

 

As part of the proposal, GVC will develop and outreach effort in the eighteen Central 

Valley counties focusing on promoting digital literacy and recruiting individuals into 

libraries and other public computing centers to use the digital literacy and basic skills 

online tools. We will also conduct a public awareness campaign in the Central Valley that 

will include doing outreach to community partners’ organizations, writing articles for 

local newspapers, creating e-letters to the community, and posting information on the 

GVC website. 

 

The Great Valley Center is exceptionally qualified to implement this technical training 

because of our experience in bridging the digital divide in small rural communities.  GVC 

helps to reduce the digital divide by putting computers into the hands of youth and adults 

and training them to not only use computers but in how to fix them.  We are currently 

invested in the Pixley, Delano and Stockton communities and our experience 

administrating the program provides us with the know how to advise and implement in 

other communities.  

 

We look forward to being a part of this wonderful opportunity in order to bridge the 

digital divide. 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
David Hosley, President 

Great Valley Center 







    
    

  

    
     

    
   

  

      

   

          
            

          
            

              
     

             
               

                  
       

         
              
           
     

              
             

             
          

                
    

          

 

 
     

   



JACK SCOTT, CHANCELLOR 

CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

CHANCELLOR’S OFFICE 

1102 Q street 

Sacramento, Ca  95811-6549 

(916) 445-8752 

http://www.cccco.edu 

 

March 9, 2010 

 

 

U.S. Department of Commerce 

National Telecommunications & Information Administration 

Washington, DC 20230 

 

Dear Review Committee Member: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to lend my commitment and support for the California 

Community College MESA broadband access project.  The 33 California Community College 

MESA programs are well positioned to secure the goals and objectives of this proposal. 

 

California community college administrators are well aware of the tremendous contributions to 

the state economy and beyond made by those trained in the scientific fields.  Throughout its 

tenure in institutions of higher education MESA has addressed the plight of the talent-rich, yet 

economically challenged underrepresented students who wish to make a change in their own 

communities and in turn, our global community as well.  

Unfortunately, the burgeoning digital divide has disproportionately affected these students and 

their families. If we are going to have a robust economy that is representative of all of the 

disciplined minds and conscientious character of our best and most successful students, we 

must also provide the tools for them to achieve their goals.  This project takes a big stride 

forward in this regard and we wholeheartedly welcome this participation. 

In this environment of diminishing resources, it is critical that opportunities such as this be 

made available to vulnerable student populations and their families.  I am pleased that this 

project seeks to extend the participation of underserved students in the expanding arena of 

technology by providing laptop computers and Internet connectivity.   

The California Community College Chancellor’s Office is also pleased to donate the use of 

Stepping Into Your Future (Steps) online software program.  The program was developed for 

use to aid in remediation for students who had not passed the California High School Exit 

Exam by Butte Community College Technology Center in conjunction with Lake Tahoe 

Community College. Hosted at Butte, Steps was developed at a state cost of $2.4M.  This 

money was distributed through state grant funding.  The software tools will be made freely 
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available to Butte for the redevelopment and augmentation effort and will be made freely 

available to the participants in the California Connect program.  The modules, English 

Language Arts and Mathematics will continue to be hosted after the duration of the project.  I 

am pleased to offer this in-kind donation to the California Connects project and offer my 

support to its implementation and success. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jack Scott, Ph.D.  

Chancellor 
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March 10, 2010 
 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20230 
 
RE: Support for California Connect 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
On behalf of the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley (Partnership), I am 
writing to express support for the California Connects application to increase broadband 
adoption throughout the San Joaquin Valley. 
 
The San Joaquin Valley - comprised of the eight counties of Kern, Tulare, Kings, Fresno, 
Madera, Merced, Stanislaus and San Joaquin, with 62 cities and more than 3.8 million 
residents - is not only one of the fastest growing regions in the nation, but is also one of 
the most challenged in comparison to the rest of the state. In the San Joaquin Valley, 
average per capita incomes are 32.2% lower, college attendance is consistently 50% 
below the average, access to healthcare is 31% lower, and violent crime rates are 24% 
higher than the rest of California. In response to these disparaging realities of the region, 
the Partnership was created in June 2005 by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger for the 
purpose of addressing these issues and ultimately improving the economic well-being of 
the Valley and the quality of life of its residents.  

 
Very few homes in rural areas have computers and access to computers is severely 
limited.  Members of these communities have few opportunities to learn technical skills, 
further limiting their employment choices and educational opportunities.   Increased 
broadband connectivity will undoubtedly have significant impacts throughout the San 
Joaquin Valley. Not only will it dramatically change the ways in which we learn, work and 
live together as a region, it will certainly create unprecedented opportunities in 
employment, education, health care, entrepreneurship and civic participation. 
Connectivity provides communities and individuals with the opportunity to compete in 
today’s economy, and with the ability to enhance the quality of life of its residents 
through expanded educational opportunities, services in telemedicine care, and effective 
disaster response services.  
 
Few initiatives have the ability to positively impact a region as large as ours in so many 
ways - the delivery of education, health care and safety services - all the while 
enhancing business and economic development opportunities, and the overall quality of 
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life for the residents of the San Joaquin Valley.  Yet California Connects has such an 
opportunity; this effort directly addresses a major technology gap and can help San 
Joaquin Valley communities increase opportunities for small business expansion and 
higher wage employment. 
 
On behalf of the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley, I urge you to fund this 
project; I look forward to working with California Connect and its partners to make this 
exciting project a reality for the San Joaquin Valley and Central California.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
Mike Dozier 
Lead Executive 
California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley 
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1700 McHenry Village Way, Suite 11 Modesto, CA 95350   Phone: 209-526-1476 
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March 11, 2010 
 
 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20230 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Center for Human Services (CHS) strongly supports the California Connects application to 
increase broadband adoption throughout the Central Valley. Technology its benefits and 
opportunities are more often unavailable to Valley community members.  As one of the 
largest, non-profit social service agencies in Stanislaus County, CHS provides a variety of 
prevention, intervention, counseling and shelter services.  We focus on providing services 
through “one-stop” family resource centers in rural, isolated parts of the county.  We also 
work with the county workforce development agency, co-locating “Job Club” computer labs 
at several of these locations.  Few homes in these areas have computers and access to 
computers is severely limited.  Members of these communities have few opportunities to 
learn technical skills further limiting their employment choices and educational 
opportunities.  
 
We recognize the importance of technology for Valley communities and the need to 
acquire the technical skills necessary to advance their general quality of life and will 
support this grant by providing community access to computers at our family resource 
centers and other program locations as deemed appropriate.  We currently have computer 
access at these sites and would welcome new and improved technology.  
 
Please consider funding California Connect. This effort directly addresses a major 
technology gap and can help our community increase opportunities for small business 
expansion and higher wage employment. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Cindy Duenas, MFT 
Executive Director 
 





 
 

 
 

3300 College Drive, San Bruno, CA 94066  TELEPHONE  (650) 738-4100  WEBSITE  www.SkylineCollege.edu 

March 10, 2010 
 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Broadband USA – Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
California Connect Project – MESA Program 
 
Please accept these comments in support of the Skyline College MESA Program 
 
I have worked closely with the Skyline College MESA since its inception. Our MESA program has done a 
phenomenal job in bringing students together to mentor and tutor each other. Daily the MESA Center is a 
hub of activity: Every desk and computer is occupied and students study and support each other. Skyline 
College is a majority minority institution. Many of our students receive financial aid and come from non-
English speaking households. Skyline MESA students reflect this diversity. Many students arrive early via 
public transportation and stay all day. The MESA Center provides an environment of scholarly camaraderie 
for all students. 
 
Skyline MESA students are encouraged to be involved in college life. They volunteer to lead workshops and 
provide support for our annual Expanding Your Horizons in Math and Science Conference; a conference for 
6th through 12th grade young women. Our MESA Center supports student participation in a variety of 
opportunities. Students have presented papers at Society for the Advancement of Chicanos and Native 
Americans in Science, the Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers, and Phi Theta Kappa. 
  
Increasingly students hear “read the journal article online,” “the homework assignment is online,” and 
“submit this application online.” As good as Skyline MESA is—students without computers can only do 
homework and complete applications to four-year universities when the MESA Center is open. Providing 
MESA students with laptops will give them access to technology when they need it.  
 
Skyline MESA students and the MESA Center itself is a model for involvement and success in College. 
Skyline MESA has a track record of success and our students and society will benefit from the opportunities 
afforded by this grant.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Christine L. Case, Ed.D. 
Professor, Biology 
case@smccd.edu 
650.538.5476 







   

       

      
   

   
 

 

    

                
             

               
             

                
               

                  
          

              
                
                   

              
              

                 
             

                   
               

                

  
    

              




























































