ULF COUNTY SCHOOLS

TiM WILDER, SUPERINTENDENT
150 MIDDLE SCHOOL ROAD - PORT ST. JOE, FLORIDA 32456 - PHONE: {850} 229-8256 or (85C) 639-2871 + FAX (850) 229-6089

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, L.LC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Dear Mr. Sheels,
RE: Letter of Supporl Florida Rural Broadband Alliance {FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Gulf County School Board is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus
funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and
gconomic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network
needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC).
These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Frankiin, Gadsden, Guif, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region
and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in
the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds wlll provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South
Central Florida forward onto more even foofing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, {an alliance of iwo organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State Legislature as areas of critical economic
concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both region's capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality.
This grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor instifutions, such as hospitals, schools, fibraries, etc., as well as extend
advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the
County/City/Business/Entity Name with access fo a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us fo meet the challenges of our new information
economy.

The FREBA regional and community area netwaorks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery, emergency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovalive experiences, resources and
tools otherwise not available within the "walls® of a traditional community institution. The community will be better equipped to push
research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not siranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data,

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and bullders of broadband
networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of
content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that
require broadband, bul it will also support fecal small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web. '

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community sharehclders can freely improve network
parformance and capacity according to demand and foster confinued growth and long-term cost efficiencies,

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face and virtual communication,
redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated, innovafive and accessible services across
departments freeing staff to focus on providing better service lo cifizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the
economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this
network. We look forward to participating in collaberative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop an
advanced broadband infrastructure.

Treasure Life,

St

Tim Wilder
Superintendent
Tomorrow’s Future Begins In Today’s Classrooms
DANNY LITTLE GECRGE M, COX LINDA ROBERTS W0OOD BILLY €. QUINN, JR, JOHN W. WRIGHT

PISTRICT 1 DISTRICT 2 DISTRICT 3 DISTRICT 4 DISTRICT 5
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P.O. Box 1047 « Lake Placid, Florida 33862
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Board of Directors

Adrian Cline
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Wayne Aldrich
Glades

David Durastanti
Hardee

Richard Murphy
Hendry

Wally Cox
Highlands

Dr. Pat Cooper
Okeechobee

Thomas Conner

Executive Director |

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E, Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE:  Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant
Application for Broadband Funding

Heartland Educational Consortium (HEC) is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida
Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus
funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The
FRBA is a regional collaboration of local and tribal governments, economic
development agencies and community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida
counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of
the Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the South
Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACECs). These RACECs
consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and
Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee,
Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of
Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant
funds will provide these regions with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to
propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward now and long into the future.

These above mentioned counties in the South Central Region regions are served by
HEC. Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic
development by creating sustainable regional and sfatewide infrastructure that
interconnects community anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband
infrastructure into communities through community area networks. We believe that
FRBA will enable current and future family partnerships with educational providers
to have access to a robust advanced broadband infrastructure. The mandates for
online and virtual instruction from pre-schoo! to adult learners are being move to the
forefront, and rural communities continue to lag behind their urban and suburban
¢counterparts. The future of rural community economic development is tied directly
to a workforce that is trained or ¢an be readily trained in a timely fashion. Online
and virtual education is growing and will enhance and expand training opportunities
for rural communities

www,HeartlandEd.org



The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety,
enmiergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g.,
smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative
experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls”
of a traditional community institution. The community will be better
equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community
borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and
generating jobs for designers and builders of broadband networks,
manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applicatioris and creators of content of all kinds. A high
performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable
modern, competitive businesses that require big broadband, but it will also

support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on
the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance
network where community sharcholders can freely improve network
performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth
and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource
sharing, improved face to face and virtual communication, redundant
infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated,
innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus
on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central
Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus
and start positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for the future. As the
grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We
look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and
community-based, and private partnérs to develop a robust advanced broadband
infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Thomas W, Connet

Executive Directot
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Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 'Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance {FRBA) Grant Application
for Broadband Funding

The Heartland Library Cooperative, a public library cooperative made up of the

county libraries. of DeSoto, Glades, Hardee, Highlands and Okeechobhee counties,
supports the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA)} grant application for
broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009 (ARRA). The Heartland Library Cooperative provides its member libraries with
internet access for the public. Since its resources are limited, the Cooperative’s
broadband does not provide library patrons with more than a minimal speed for
internet access. A community broadband system would greatly enhance the
libraries’ ability to provide access, especially to eGovernment and job seeking
resources,

We believe that providing community broadband will not only assist libraries in
providing for current needs but will also position our libraries to be better able to
look to the future. We support FRBA’s efforts to development a broadband
community network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with
state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop a robust
advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Heartland Library Cob’;aerati\ie Coordinator



Holmes District School Board
701 East Pennsylvania Avenue
Bonifay, FL 32425

SUPERINTENDENT BOARD MEMBERS
Gary Galloway Rickey Callahan, Chairman

Gary Scott, Vice Chair
TEL (850) 547-9341 Anthiony Register
FAX (850) 547-0381 Jason Molley

Vemon Lewis:

March 10, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alllance LLC
cfo Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Sulte 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheefs,.

RE: Letterof Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance {(FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

Holmes District School Board is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance,
LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestmient Act of 2009 (ARRA) The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments-and
‘economic-development agencies from 15 rural. disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet
the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the:Northwest Florida Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern
(RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty
and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry,
Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier:
County In the Southwest reglon of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the
necessary economic stimulus. to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more
even footing with the rest of the country.

Thraughthe FRBA, (an alliance of two organizations representing 14 rural counties designated by
the State Legislature as areas-of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband
grant application, thus advancing both region’s capacity for:economic:growth, prosperity and vitality.
This grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such.as hospitals,
schools, libraries, efc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and
existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the Holmes
District's Schools-with-access to a rabust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the
challenges of our new information economy.

ADMINISTRATIVE QFFICES TEL. (850)547-6674 FAX {860)547-3568
The Holmes County School Board Is'an Equal Educatlon!Employment Institution



The FRBA regional and community area networks-will:

'3 Advance community Efforts in healtiicare, edugation, public: safety, governmental
services delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness. altemnative energy
(e.g., smairt ‘grid), arid research. through high speed access to innovative experiences,
résolrées and todls otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community
institution. The commiunity will b better: equipped to push research and infoermation sharing
beyond the commuriity borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps. life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs: by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs
for- designers and builders -of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled
equipment and devices, developers of software and other applicatlons and creators of
content of all kinds..A high performance advanced broadband network will not:only attract
and enable'modern; competitive businesses that require. broadband, but it will alsc support
local small business enirepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership. of a high performance network where
community shareheldars can freely improve network. performance and capacity’ according
to demand and foster continued growth and long-tefm cost efficiencies.

. Promote Comniunity Collaboration and Efficiency thirough cost and resource sharing,
improved face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures
exchange -of essential Information. and. integrated, innovative. and accessible services
across departments freeing staff to-focus on providing better-service to citizens,

We believe that'this innovative opportunity-will give Northwest-and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions
for the fuiture. As the grant application process-unfolds, we support the‘development of this netwerk.
We look forward to.participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-
based, and private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Siricerely,

Gary Gallbway, Superintendent ofS



B3/18/2018 15:44 7724624602 IRSC FOUNDATION PAGE '82/82

] @hﬂ-’?\

S S C {}FM&}VA&TGN

INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE
Office of the President

Match 16, 2010

Flovida Rura) Broadband Allance, LLC
c/o Robhett E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Dive, Suite 25(
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mt. Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (TRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Indian River State College (IRSC) is pleased to pastnet in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA)
grant application fot broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestrent Act of
2009 (ARRA). IRSC’s Dixon-Hendty Campus is located in Okeechobee County which is a designated
RACECs, Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern. Three of the fout counties within the College setvice
district b,ﬂ.vc_ the technological infrastructure necessary to support new learning environments; Okeechobee
residents ate unable to avail themselves of these opportunities due to the lack of technological infrastructure
to support cithet high-speed fiber or wireless solutions,

Through FRBA, broadband advancement and economic development will create sustainable regional and
statewide infrastructure that intetconnects community anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband
infrastructure into communities through community area networks. FRBA will provide the IRSC Dixon-
Hendry Campus with access to a tobust advanced broadband infrastructute, providing high-speed, affordable
access to the information highway that will be made available throughout the region taking a large step
towards closing the digital divide that exists in our rural communitics in Florida.

IRSC is looking forwasd to collaborating with FRBA and helieve that this opportunity will give the rural
communities in Florida a much needed economic boost. We look forward to participating in collaborative
efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop a tobust advanced
broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

e

Edwin R. Massey, Ph.D.
President

3209 Virginia Avenue » Fort Pierce, Florida 34981-5596 » Ph: 1-772-462-4701 » www.irsc.edu

Fort Plerce » Okeechobee = Port St. Lucle » Stuart » Vero Beach
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Wally Cox
Superintendent

Wally Randali
Chairperson

Richard Norris
Yice Chairperson

Donna Hawerton
Andy Tuck

J. Ned Hancock

The School Board of
Highlands County

426 School Street o Sebring, FL 33870-4048

(863) 471-5555 » FAX (863) 471-5600 TDD (863) 382-3693

March 16, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

~Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets:

RE:  Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant
Application for Broadband Funding

The School Board of Highlands County is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is
a regional collaboration of local and tribal governments, economic development
agencies and community activists [rom 15 rural disadvaniaged Florida counties
designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of ‘the
Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central
Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACECs). These RACECs consist of
Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Gladcs, Hardee, Ilendry,
Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee
in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida, ARRA grant funds will provide
these regions with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel Northwest
and South Central Florida forward now and long into the future.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic developmient
by creating sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects
community anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband infrastructure into
communities through community area networks. We believe that FRBA will provide
the Highlands County school district with access to a robust -advanced broadband
infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information cconomy.

“A fully aceredited school system”
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Equal Opportunity Employer
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The FRBA regional and community area networks will: :

) Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public saféty,
emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart
grid), and research through high speed access to innovative experienges,
resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls® of a traditional
community institution. The community will be better equipped to push
research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not
stranding research or critical, pethaps life-saving data. :

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and
generating jobs for designers and builders of broadband netwoyks,
manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high
performance advanced broadband network wiil not only attract and engble
modern, competitive businesses that require big broadband, but it will also
support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on
the web,

» Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance
network where community shareholders can freely improve network

performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth
and long-term cost efficiencies. '

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resouirce
sharing, improved face to face and virtual communication, redundant
infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated,
innovative and accessible services across departments frecing staff to focus on
providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central
Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and
start positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for the future, As the grant
application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look
forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and
community-based, and private partners to develop a robust advanced broadband
infrastructure. 3

Sincerely,

o

Superintendent of Schools
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March 15, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

‘Facsimile:: (866) 856:9519

Dear Mr. Shests:
RE: Letter of Suppott Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband-Funding

The School District 6f Okeechobee County, Florida, enthusiastically supporis the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC {FRBA} grant application
for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local
and tribal governments, economic development agencies and community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet
the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Norlhwest Florida Rural:Areas of critical Economic Concern and the South Central
rural Area of Critical Econcmlc Concetn (RACECs) The RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Guif, Homes, .Jackson, Liberty and
Washirigton Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, highiands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the
unincorporated-area’ of Immokalee in Collier County in’ the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these reglons with the
necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South GentraE-F[crida forward now and long into the future,

Througk the FRBA, we support broadband ddvancement and econemic deve!opment by creatlng sustainable regional and statewide infrastruciure
that interconnects community and/or institutions and -extends advanced broadband infrastructure ‘into communities through communily area
networks. We believe that FRBA will provide the School District -of Okeechobee Colnty with access to a robust advanced broadband and
infrastructure, heipmg us to meet the challenges of OUr new mformahon economy

The FRBA regional and commumty area networks wnl ,‘. P U o TR e T CEs
e Advance Commumty Efforts in healthcare, educatlon pUbIlC safety, emergency management disaster preparedness alternatn.re
energy (e.g., smart grid), and research: Ihrough high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise:not.available
within the *walls” of a traditional community institution. The' community will be better equipped to push research-and information sharing

beyond the: community borders, not stranding research or crifical, perhaps life-saving data.

» Create-Local Jobs-be keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and builders of broadband
networks; manufactures of broadband-enabled equipment and. devices, developers of sofiware and other applications and creators of
content of all kinds. A high performante advanced hroadband network will not anly atiract and enable modern, competitive businesses
thal requiire big broadband, but it will aiso support local small business entrepreneiirs who require access fo business on the web.

« Allow for Gost Savings through locat ownership of & High performance network. where. community .shareholders can freely improve
network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growthand long-term cost efficiencides.

* Promote Community Collaboration. and ‘Efficiency thibugh cost and resources sharing, improved face to face and virtual

- ¢ommunication, .redundant infrastructure -that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible
services across ciepartment freeing staff to focus on provndsng betider serviceto cmzens

We'believe that this mnovatwe opportumty wilt gwe Northwest and South. Central Flonda a great foundatxon for achieving the board- goals of the
economic stimulus:and. start. positioning: Nerthwest and South.Central: Florida for the future;: As the grant applicafion process: unfolds, wesupport
the. development of this:nefwork.. . We:look .forwaid: fo-participating in collaborative efforfs w:th state, regional, local and community-based, and
pnvate ‘partrier o develop 4 robust advanced breadband mfrastructure

PatnclaG Cooper Ed D
D el Lt TR e v esDuperintendent

[vod Ke:n-Kenwo'rlny )
Carfa Crawford - ‘ : : L
‘ : Okeechobee County Schools: Achieving Excellencel
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SOUTH FLORIDA
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

March 8, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, FL. 32308

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

Dear Mr, Sheets:

South Florida Community College is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a
regional collaboration of local and tribal governments, economic development agencies
and community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet
the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural
Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical
Economic Concern (RACECs). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden,
Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Flotida region
and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as
the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of
Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary and rapid
economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward now and long
into the future.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by
creating sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community
anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband infrastructure into communities
through community area networks. We believe that approval of the FRBA grant
application will provide South Florida Community College and the students and area
businesses we serve with critically needed access to a robust advanced broadband

600 WEST COLLEGE DRIVE *AVON PARK, FLORIDA 33825-9356 *(863) 453-6661

AN EQUAL ACGESS / EQUAL OPPORTUNITY INSTITUTION
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infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy
through several critical activities, applications, and services as follows:

i)
2
3
4)
)
o
7)
8

9

Significant increase in Online courses with media based instruction

Statewide, local and community based video conferencing

Access by our faculty to professional development activities and direct
communications with secondary and university faculty

2-way (interactive) classes, linking remote class locations with primary
classroom instruction

Cloud Computing

Computer based training (CBT) resources for faculty and staff

Use of video cameras and communications for safety and security staff; linking
remote sites with key resources and providing direct communications during
emergencies

Access for faculty and students to Allied Health simulations and similar complex
resources

Access to our community partners (local businesses, local government, and
other community based groups) to resources needed to enhance economic
growth, improve communications, and develop employees with workforce skills
needed in today’s global market

We are willing to provide access on our taller buildings for equipment, as well as facility
space within our communications building for equipment and connectivity as in-kind
support. We’re also willing to consider the provision of land for construction of a tower
if needed.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and
research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools
otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community institution.
The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing
beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-
saving data. '

Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and
generating jobs for designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers
of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of software and other
applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced
broadband network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive
businesses that require big broadband, but it will also support local small business
entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network

where community shareholders can freely improve network performance and
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capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost
efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource
sharing, improved face to face and virtual communication, redundant
infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated,
inmovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on
providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central
Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and
start positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for the future. As the grant
application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look

~ forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and

community-based, and private partners to develop a robust advanced broadband
infrastructure. '

Sincerely,

Norman L. Stephens, Jr., Ed.D.
President

¢: Mr. Glenn Little
Dr. Linda Ward



THE -SCHOOL BOARD OF HARDEE COUNTY

P.O.BOX 1678 BOARD MEMBERS
WAUCHULA, FLORIDA 33873 Mildred Simith
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES ' Wendell Cation
109 NORTH 6" AVENUE Joe Jones
‘WAUCHULA, FLORTDA 33873 Janice Plat
Teresa Crawlord
David D. Durastanti, Superintendent of Schoals (863) 773-9058
Woedy Caligan, Députy Superintendent . Pax(863) 773-0069

August 16,2009
To Whorn'It May Concerm:

As a Constitutional officer for Hardee Cotnty and. as Superintendent of
Schotls, complete access 1o wireless broadband technology for our student
population will greatly enhance our local educational system.

1 cancur with-the Hardee County- Board of County Commissiongrs and likewise,
heartity endorse the Hardée Coltnty Broddband Project. 1t is incréasingly
Imperative-for rural areas to have complete, competitive, and efficient

access fo high speed: broadbznd technology applications, Unfartifately; .

terns that reiy solely on cable or wire dependent installations are either
100 expatisive OF years-away from providing access,

The Hardee County Broadband Project will-provide access to: both: un-served
‘and underserved areas of our County and’sister municipalities, It will
provide opportunities for underpnvlleged childrai to advance academically
by making avatiable in-addition to/ broadbangd access computer hardware and
technology.

1t is'an answer to providing the last mile” broadband service to 100% of
residents and students in this rural county, This-project more than meets
all of the goals of the Aferica Recovéry. Act. Tn-addition to improving

-our education syster and. public safety-efficiency it will, through the
increase of access, stimulate the American*Economy and creafe jobs-now.

As a rural-County in the State of Florida designated as a "Rural Area of
Criticat Ecohomic.Concern® we earnestly seek your consideration and approval
of this.application..

God Bless,

=

Wﬁc&c«f}h&\

David Durastant,
Supsrintendent of Schisols

Alfirmaative’ Action/Equal Oppertinity Emiployer



THE SCHOOL BOARD OF LIBERTY COUNTY

Dr. Sue Summers Superintendent of Schools
Post Office Box 429 Phone (850) 643-2275
Bristol, Florida 32321-0429 Fax (850} 643-2533
Liberty County
A Learning Community

March 10, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E, Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile; (866)856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Leiter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Allianice (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband
Funding

County/City/Business/Entity Name is an enthusiastic partaer in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance,
LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and
economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the
essential and advanced breadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical
Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). These
RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and
Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the
Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic
stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest of
the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the
State Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant
application, thus advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This
grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchior institutions, such as hospitals, schools,
libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses.
We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the County/City/Business/Entity
Name with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new
information economy.

District | District il District lil District iV District V
Logan E. Kever Thomas W. Duggar Darrel L. Hayes : B. Kyle Peddie Roger W. Reddick

An Equal Opportunity Employer / Provider-Drug Free Workplace -



_The FRBA regijonai. and c'o;nrnun{ty area networks will:

» Advance Community Efforts-in healthcare, education, public: safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid),
and research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise
not available within the “walls” of a traditional community institution. The community will be
better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not
stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of breadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment
and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A
high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern,
competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also support local small business
entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where
community shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to
demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies, :

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved
face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of
essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments
freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for
the future. As the grant apphcauon process unfolds, we support the development of this network, We
look forward to. participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based,
and private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

oL

Sue.Summers
Superintendent of Schools



The School District of DeSoto
Adrian H. Cline

Superintendent

March 5, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets:

The School District of DeSoto is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband
Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the
American Recovery and Reinvestiment Act of 2009 (ARRA) The FRBA is a. regmnal
collaboration of local and tribal governments, economic development agencies and
community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the
essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Areas of
Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern (RACECS) These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf,

‘Holmies, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the:Northwest Florida region and
DeSoto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, H1ghlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the
unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida.

ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary and rapid economic
stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward now and long into the
future.

We cannot build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the future.
Frankiin D. Roosevelt

Post Office Drawer 2000 Arcadia, Florida 34265 !
Tealephone:- 863,494,4222 x 110 Facsimile: 1.866.376.2471



Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by
creating sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community
anchor’ institutions and extends advanced broadband infrastructure into communities
through community area networks. We believe that FRBA will provide the School
District. of DeSoto with access to a robust advanced broadband mﬁ'astructure helping us
to meet the-challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergeiicy
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and
research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools
otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community institution.
The community will be:bétter equipped to push fesearch and information sharing
bevond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-
saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and
generating jobs for designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers
of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of seftware and other
applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced
broadband network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive
businesses that require big broadband, but it will also support local small business
entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

e  Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network
where community shareholders can fieely improve network performance and
capaeity according to demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost
efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource
sharing, improved face to face and virtual communication, reduridant
infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated,
innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on
providing better service to citizens.



We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central
Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and
start positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for the future. As the grant
application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look
forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and
community-based, and private partners to develop a robust advanced broadband
infrastructure,

Sincerely,

C:m, H s
Adrian H. Cline

Superintendent

AHC:nrb



Washington County Distct 1
— g : = Vann Brock
District School Board 160 Writington Road, Chipley
; ; T
“An Equal Opportunity Agency” . Waynelcsi gaunders
652 Third Street 847 Candy Lane, Chipley

Chipley, Florida 32428 Pamel Cutes

ol ) 2681 Traverse Drive, Veraon
Dr. Sandra M, Cook S . District 4
Terry Ellls.
Superintendent of Schools . 1308 Pinebluff Court, Chipley
i : District &
(850) 638-6222 : Susan G. Roberts

Fax (850) 638:6226 - o 1456 State Park-Road, Chipley

‘March 10, 2010

-Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E, Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tal[ahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 8_56 -9518
Dear Mr., Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florlda Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Appllcation for Broadband Funding

County/City/Business/Entity Name is'an-enthusiastic.partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC {FRBA) grant
application for broadband stimulus funding under the Amerlcan Recovery-and Relnvestment Act of 2009 {ARRA). The FRBA
is-a regional collaboration of local governmenits and econamic development agencies fram 15 rural disadvantaged Florida
counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadhand network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). These RACECs consist of
Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and
De Sato, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as weli:as the unincorporated area of lmmokalee in
collier County.in‘the Sotithwest region of Florida. ARRA grant Furids will provide these regions with the netessary economic
stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest of the country.
Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties.designated by the State Legislature as
areas of critical economic concern}, we support their ARRA broadband grant-application, thus advancing both region’s
capacity for economic growth ‘prosperity and v:tallty This grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor
institutions, such as-hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and
existing.businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alitance will provide the County/City/Business/Entity
Name with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information
economy:

The FRBA regional and community area networks wlil'

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery, emergency -
managemend, disaster preparedness, alternative energy {e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access
to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional
community institution. The cdmmunity will be better equipped to push research ahd information sharing beyond
the.community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobis by keeping support services within the community. and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled. equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support I6cal small businéss entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local owriership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capaclty according to demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost.efficiencies: .

“Quality Education Today For A Better Tomorrow”
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. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficlency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to
face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructiire that.ensures exchange of essential information
-and integrated, innovative and accessmle services-across departments freelng staff to focus on providing

better sefvice t6: citizenis.

“We believe that-this mnovative‘oppbrtu hity will: ‘give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions
for the future. As the gra nt application process unfolds, we support the development of this
netwark. We. Took forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state; regional, local and
cominunity-based, and p;lva_te parthers to develop an advanced broddband infrastructure,

Sincerely,

D@&MM._, o

DR.-SANDRA M. COCK, Superintendent
‘Washington County School District




Washington County Public Library E‘:;ﬁghcﬁ;iager
1444 Jackson Avenue :
Chipley, FL 32428 Branch Maniger
Telephone: (850) 638-1314 Fax: (850) 638-9499 Barbara Russcll

Linda Norton Cataloging Specialist
Director

Robert Macattney
Book Discussion / Request

March 13, 2010 Zedra Hawkins
Children's Librarian

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC

C/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250

Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 8§56-9519

Re: Florida Rural Broadband Alliance Grant Application for Broadband Funding
Dear Mr. Sheets:

1 am writing this letter of support as the Library Director of the Washington County Public Library System.
We have 4 facilities located in the very rural area of Northwest Florida. We have a total of 40 computers.
The Chipley Library serves as our headquarters facility. Each of the 4 buildings has DSL lines to the
buildings and a combination of hardwiring and wireless inside. The Chipley Public Library’s connectivity is
of particular concern as we have 30 work stations plus a laptop wireless lab with insufficient bandwidth to
meet public and staff needs,

Washington, Calhoun, Jackson, and Heolmes Counties are identified as Rural Counties of Critical Econormic
Concern; the public libraries in these four counties are struggling to provide sufficient broadband to support
public service requirements. The increased demands of e-government, e-commerce, and e-books along with
SIRSI, a very sophisticated circulation system, is requiring more bandwidth than we are able to obtain and/or
afford.

The Washington County Public Library System received a $15,000 cut in State Aid this year and we fear
another $20,000 next year, The Department of Children and Families as well as Federal agencies are sending
clients to these public libraries to access their services. Large Federal and State Agencies are stressing our
already inadequate connectivity in attempts to serve citizens of this county. If the rural public libraries are to
be able to provide library services, circulate materials, provide e-mail, e-government, e-commerce and meet
innovative challenges such as e-books and social networking we have got to have help. If Federal and State
government expect to use the library to provide their e-services they have got to help libraries.

We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and
private partners in the development of an advanced broadband infrastructure. We need this network and we
support its development,

Respectfully,
Linda Norton
Washington County Library Director
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. March 10,2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Dl‘lVE Suite. 250 -
Tailahassee, F FL 32308

Re:  Letter of Support for the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA)
Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Dear _Mr. Sheets:

The Apalachee Regional Planning Council (ARPC) supports the Florida Rural Broadband
Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American

- Recovery and Reinvestmeént Act of 2009 (ARRA). The ARPC agrees that the FRBA’s, ARRA
broadband grant application has the potential to advance the region’s capacity for economic
growth, prosperity, and vitality. The project when completed will better allow the
interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as
well as extend advanced broadband infrastrueture to its people, local governments,; and existing
businesses. '

The ARPC stands firm in stating that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the
nine-county Apalachee Region with access to a robust broadband-infrastructure, and likewise
help it meet the challenges of the new information economy. The Board and staff look forward
to partmpatmg in collabm atwe efforts W1th state, regxonal local connnumty—based and prwate

-Smce_rel_y,.:

Charles D. Blume
- Executive Director

' 20776 Central Avenue East, Suite #1 * Blountstown, Florida 32424
Telephone (850) 674-4571 Facsimile ¢ (850) 674-4574
www. thearpc com ‘



Apalachicola Bay Chamber of Commerce
122-Commerce St. ® Apalachicola, FL. 32320 # (850) 653-9419 ¢ www.apalachicolabay.org

March 6, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert.E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

The Apalachicola Bay Chamber of Commerce is an enthusiastic partner in-the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
(FRBA) grant application for hroadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from 15 rural
disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the
Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern apd the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern (RACEC), These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes; Jackson, Liberty-and Washington
Counties In the Notthwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Ckeechobee Counties as
well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida, ARRA grant funds
will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward
anto more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, {ain alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State Legislature
as areas of critical economic: concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both
region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of
community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband
Infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide
the Apalachicola Bay Chamber-of Commerce with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us fo meet the
challenges of cur new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Gommunity Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed
gccess 1o innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional
community institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing
beyond the community borders, not stranding research or ¢ritical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, ranufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software-and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support local small business entrepreneurs who require access 1o business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high perfermance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promiote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and
integrated, innovative and accessibie ‘services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
service to citizens.



We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future. As the grant
application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in
collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Anita Grove, Executive Director
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atlanticblue

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Attanticblue, Inc. supports the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA} grant application for broadband stimulus funding
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local and tribai
govemments, economic development agencies and community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet
the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the
South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern {(RACECs). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Guif,
Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands
and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida.
ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central
Florida forward now and long into the future.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by creating sustainable regional and statewide
infrastructure that interconnects community anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband infrastructure into communitics
through community area networks. We belicve that FRBA will provide Florida’s Heartland with access to a robust advanced
broadband infrastructure, helping us to mect the challenges of our new information cconomy.

The FRBA regional and community arca networks will:

¢ Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative
energy {e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not
available within the “walls” of a traditional community institution, The community will be better equipped to push research and
information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

e Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and builders of broadband
networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators
of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will not only atiract and enable modern, competitive
businesses that require big broadband, but it will also support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on
the web.

e Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders can freely
improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies,

e Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face and virtual
communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible
services across departments freging staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad
goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning Northwest and South Central Fiorida for the future. As the grant application
process unfolds, we support the development of this network, We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state,
regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop a robust advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

ol ée%"
Susie Bishop

Business Development Manager

mail P.O. Box 1318 [ Lake Wales, Florida 33859-1318
location 122 East Tillman Avenue | Lake Wales, Florida 33853
voice 863.679.9595 | fax 863.678,0934 | www.atlanticblve.us
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Friday, March 12, 2010

Florida Rural Broadhand Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert £. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: {866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadhand
Funding

The Calhoun County Chamber of Commerce is an enthusiastic pariner in the Florida Rural Breadband
Alliance, LLC {(FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 {(ARRA}. The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and
economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the
essential and advanced broadband netwark needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical
Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). These
RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and
Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the
Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary
economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida ferward onto more even footing
with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, {an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the
Sta’tE'Legi'slature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant
application, thus advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This
grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals,
schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing
businesses. We believe that the Florida Rurai Broadband Alliance will provide the Calhoun County
Chamber of Commerce with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the
challenges of our new information economy.



The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery,
emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy {e.g., smart grid), and research
through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available
within the “walls” of a traditional community institution. The community will be better equipped to
push research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or
critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local lobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and
devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high
performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive
businesses that require broadband, but it will also support local small business entrepreneurs who
require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community
shareholders can freely improve network performarice arid capacity according to demand and foster
continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and rasource sharing, improved face
to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential
information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to
focus on providing better service to citizens,

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation
for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future. As the
grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network, We look forward to
participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to
develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely, -

dgﬂzrry
Executive Director

20816 Central Avenue East + Blountstown, Florida 32424 « (P) 850/674-4519 + (F} 850/674-4962
www.calhounco.org
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AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Florida Rural Broadband Alllance, LLG
Cfo Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250 oy
Tallghasses, Florida 32308 '
Facsimile: (866) 8569519

Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance {FRBA) Grant Applicaiion for Broadband Funding

a is an enthuslastic partner in the Florida Rura) Broadband Alliance, LLC
(FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic developrment agencies from 15 rurat
disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network

needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economle Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical
Economic Concern (RACEC). These RACECS consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Guif, Hobmes, Jackson, Liberty and
Washington Countles in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobes
Counties as well as the unincorporatad area of Immokalee in Colller County in the Southwest region of Florida, ARRA
grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central
Rorida forward ormo more even footing with the rest of the country,

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State Legislature
as areas of critical economic concem), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both
region’s capacity for economic growth, prespesity and vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of
community anchor Institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband
Infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. Wa belfeve that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide
the r erce with access 10 a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the
challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA reglonal and community area natworks wilk

. Advance Commuaity Eiforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services dellvery, emergancy
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.&., smart grid), and research through high speed
access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls* of a traditiona)
community institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing
beyond the community barders, not stranding research or eritical, perhaps ffe-saving data.

* Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and .

PHONZ: 850.697.25835 PO DRAWER DD, CARRARE {LLE, TL 32320 EMAIL; shamberionetaliy.com

WEB  wanwosrpbelle.arg
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- devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance
avanced broadband network will not only stiract and enabla modern, competitive businesses that require
broadband, but I will also support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the
web,

. Allow for Coat Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
~ can freely improve network perforrnance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
longterm cost efficiencies. .

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efflciency through cost and resource sharing, Improved face to face
and virtus! communication, redundant Infrastruciure that ensures exchange of assential information and
integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
setvice to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and Scuth Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positicning both regions for the future. As the grant
application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We Yook forward to participating in
coflaborative efforts with state, regionat, locat and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure. '

Sincerely,

Suzanne Zimmerman

Executive Director

Carrabeile Area Chamber of Commerce
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Florlda Roral Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Sulte 250
Tallahasses, Flofida 32308
Facsimile:. (866) 856-9519

Dgar-Mr. Sheets,
RE: ‘Letterof Support Florida Rural Broadband Alilance (FRBA) Grant Appllcat!on'foiBro‘adband Funding

The Central. Flonda Regicnal Planning Council is a planning and public policy agency which works with public and privaié leadership
in the Central Florida Region, incliiding the RACEC counties of De Soto, Hardee, Highlands, and Okeechobee. The CFRPC is an
enthusiastic supporter of the Florlda Rural Broadband Aliiance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under
the Amerlcan Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).

The FRBA Is a regignat collaboration of local and tribal governments, economic development agencles and community activists from
15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed {o.meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest
Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACECs). These
RACECs consist of Calhour, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida
region and De-Soto; Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee
in Collier County In ‘the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary and rapid
econemic stimtlus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward now and long'into the future,

Through the FRBA, we support breadband: advancement and economic. development by creating sustalnable regional and statewide
infrastructure that interconnects community anchor Institutions and extends advanced broadband infrastructure into communities
through community area networks. We belleve that FRBA will provide the underserved communities in the Heartland Region with
access to a robust advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks wlii:

. Atvance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safefy, emergency management, disaster preparedness,
alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and
tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community instifution. The community will be better
equapped to push research and information sharing beyond the community borders, rot stranding research or critical,
perhaps lifé-saving data.

. Create Lacal Jobs by Keeping support services within the cornmlnity-and generating jobs for designers and builders of
broadband networks, manufacturers :of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of sofiware and other
applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and
enable modern, competitive- businesses that require big broadband, but it wil also support local small business
entrepreneurs who require-access.to business dn the web,

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders can freely
improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and longterm cost
efficiencies.

. Promote Comimunity Collaboratlon and Efficlency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face and virtual

communication, redundant infrastructure -that-ensures exchange of essential Information and integrated,. inngvative and
accessible servicgs across departments freeing staff 1o focus on providing better service to citizens,

The Region is diverse and is -positionad to have the ability to grow.in a sustainable manner In the future, given the appropriate tools
and seizing upon the unique opportunities presented o it.  Broadband network comimunication is essential to attract and retain
employer groups to this area. In addition, our existing governments, businesses, educational institutions, and health and life science
institutions would greatly be_l}gfit from this technology through linkages as well as other expanded opportunities.

We believe that this innovative opportuhity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad
goals of the économic stimulus: arid.start positioning Northwest arnd South Central Florida for the future. As the grant application
process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in collaborative- efforts with state,
regional, locat and commutnity-based, and private partners to develop a robust advanced broadband infrastructure,

SiW
= A
Patricia M: Steed’
Executive Director
Cehtral Florida Regional Pla'n'riing Councll
CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PEANNING COUNCIL

555 FAST CHURCH STREET, BAKTOW, FL 33830-3931; PO. BOX 2089 BARTOW, FL 33831-2089
{863) 534-7130 @ FAX (863) 534-7138 & TOLL FREE (800) 297-804]1 & WERSITE WWW.CFRPC.ORG
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Development Board, Inc.

4636 Highway 90, Suite K Phone 850-718-0456
Marianna, FL 32448 Fax 850-482-3590

March 16, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

On behalf of the Chipola Regional Workforce Development Board is it my pleasure to write this letter providing our
support and partnership for the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband
stimulus funding,

As a rural workforce development board we have grown frustrated by the lack of proper broadband access within our
region that has been declared a Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern by Florida. We have lost far too many jobs,
too many companies and too many educational opportunities due to this lack of sufficient access and we are pleased to
sce FRBA plan to attack this very important issue.

Despite our best efforts we are unable to properly take advantage of training opportunities that are currently available
using various broadband related technelogies. In addition we find that our employers across the region are facing
increasing difficulty in business operations to the point that we are losing employment opportunities. Having worked
with our economic development pariners and being fully involved in local efforts to address our broadband issues I am
impressed with the response offered by the FRBA. Funding awarded to the FRBA will help create jobs in rural areas
that were already hard hit prior to the most recent economic downturn, will improve the ability of local government and
service organizations to serve the public good, will save public, private and non-profit entities money as well as
promote cross agency and cross community collaboration and efficiency.

In short improved broadband access is greatly needed in rural Florida and this proposal provides the best opportunity I
have seen to meet this critical demand. We lock forward to participating with the FRBA and hope you and your agency
finds tremendous merit in this valuable proposal.

Respectfully submitted,
Digritally signed by Richard Williarms
DN: en=Richard Williams, o=Chipcla

W 7 /j \%j,iegional Workforce Development Board, ou,

i email=richardw@onestopahead.com, c=US
Date: 2010.03.16 14:51:40 -04'00'

Richard Williams
Executive Director,
Chipola Regional Workforce Development Board

Serving Calhoun, Holmes, Jackson Liberty and Washington Counties

www.onestopahead.com
Auxi_liary Aids Available/EOE

EMPLOY FLORIDA.



August 5. 2009

Economic Development Council
Board of Directors

107 E. Main Street

Wauchula, FL. 33873

Dear EDC Directors,

On behalf of the City of Wauchula Community Redevelopment Agency, I would like express our
support for the Hardee County Broadband Project. An effective CRA not only shows physical
improvements but also economic improvements within its district. This project will enhance the
economic efforts of the CRA to ensure its success. The businesses as well as the people of the
county need superior internet service if we are to grow.

This project brings with it great potential for Hardee County and the CRA is excited to be a part
of it in any way we can.

} Coordinator
" City of Wauchula

107 E. Main Street
Wauchula, FL 33873
P: [863) 767-0330 F: (863) 773-4915
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“Where Worlds of Opportunity Begin”
1300 North 15" Street — Suite 2 - Immokalee, FL 34142-2011

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/oc Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance {FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband
Funding

The Greater Eastern Collier County Chamber of Commerce, Inc., is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida
Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA} grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local
and tribal governments, economic development agencies and community activists from 15 rural
disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs
of the Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern (RACECs). These RACECSs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf,
Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades,
Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee
in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the
necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel Nerthwest and South Central Florida forward now and
long into the future.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by creating
sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchoer institutions and
extends advanced broadband infrastructure into communities through community area networks. We
believe that FRBA will provide the South Central and Southwest Florida areas with access to a robust
advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management,
disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid}, and research through high speed
access fo innovative experiences, resources and tools ctherwise not available within the *walls” of
a traditional community institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and
information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps
life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment
and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds, A
high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern,
competitive businesses that require big broadband, hut it will also support local small business
entrepreneurs who require access to business con the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community
shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and
foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

Phone: {(239) 657-3237  FAX {239) 657-5450
e-mail: ecoc@comeast net
Weh: www.easterncollierchamber.com




. Promote Community Collaboratlon and Efficlency through cost and resource sharing, improved
face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of
essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments
freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning Northwest and
South Central Florida for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the
development of this netwark. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional,
local and community-based, and private pariners to develop a robust advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Richand Rice, Executive Director
Greater Eastern Collier Chamber

Phone: (23%9) 857-3237 FAX: {239) B57-5450
a-mail ecoc@comceast.net

Web: www.easterncollierchamber.com




Econoemic Council of Okeechobee
PO.Box 718

Okeechobee, FL 34973

Phone: (863) 467-0200

Fax: (863) 467-0489

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC, Mr. Robert E. Sheets
1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250, Talishassee, Florida 32308

March 45, 2010
Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance (FRBA} Grant Application for Broadband Funding

The Okeechobee. community is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant
application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2008 (ARRA). The
FRBA is a regional collaboration of focal and tribal governments,. economic .development agencies and community
activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed o meet the essentlal and advanced broadband
network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Congern and the South Central Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern {RACECs). These RACECs consist of Caltioun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson,
Liberty and Washingiton Counties in'the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and
Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of
Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these reglons with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel
Northwest and South Central Florida forward riow and long into the future,

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic developmens by creating sustainable regional
and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchor institutions and ektends advanced broadband
infrastructure into communities through community area networks, We believe that FRBA will provide the community of
Okeechobee with access to a robust advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new
information economy.

The FRBA reglonal and communlty area networks wiil:

« Advance Communily Efforis in healthcare, education, public safely, emergency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., ‘smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative
experiences, resources and tools otherwise not avaliable within the “walls" of a traditional community institution.
The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community borders,
not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

» Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and builders
of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of software and
other applications .and creators of content of all kinds. A high perfoermance advanced broadband network will not
only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require big broadband, but it will also support local
small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

« Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders can
freely improve network: performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and long-term
‘cost efficiencies:

¢ Promote Community Collaboratlon and Efffclency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face and
virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated,
innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff o focus on providing better service 1o citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the @conomic stimulus and start positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for the
future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network, We look forward to
participating in collaborative efforts with state; regional, focal and community-based, and private partners'to develop a .
robust advanced broadband infrastructure,

. Sincerely,

Tara M. Minton

’ Executive Director
www.ecookeechobee.com
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March 11, 2010

Robert E. Sheets

Fiorida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of:iSuppoﬁFlorida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application
for Broadband Funding -

Enterprise Fiorlda Ine. is an enthumasﬂc supporter of the Florida Rural Broadband
Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional

collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from 15

rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced
broadband nietwork needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC).
These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson,
Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto,
Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the
unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of
Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic
stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Fiorida forward onto more even
footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties
designated by the State Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we
support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both region's
capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality.  This grant will better allow the
interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools,
libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and

existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will

provide the counties and communities listed above with access to a robust
broadband mfrastructure helping us to meet the challenges of our new information
economy. '

dee’rnor(haj‘liéCrist;(h‘airman . AEIa_nG.Bense,Vic’e_Cha_lrEnan +. John A. Adams, Jr, President & CEQ

800 North Magnolia Avenue, Suite 1100+ Orlando, Florida 32803 = T 407.956.5600 « F 407.956.5599



March 11, 2010 : Robert E. Sheets

The FRBA regional and comitinity area rietworks will: ‘
. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety,
' governmental .services delivery, emergency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high
speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not
available ‘within the “walls” of a traditional community institution. The
community will be better equipped-fo push research and information sharing
beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps
life-saving data.

» Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and
generating jobs for designers and builders of broadband networks,
manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers -of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high
performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable
modern, competitive. businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business
on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network
where community shareholders can freely improve network performance and
capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost
efficiencies.

. Promote -Community-Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource
sharing, improved face to face and virtual communication, redundant
infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated,
innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus
on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give rural Northwest and South
Central Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic
stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future. As the grant application
process unfolds, we support the development of this broadband infrastructure
network.

Sincerely,

(1l

John A. Adams, Jr. P
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Mr. Robert E. Sheets

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallzhassee, Florida 32308

Dear Mr. Sheets:

I am writing today to extend my recommendation for Opportunity Florida as they submit their application for the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance (FRBA} Grant for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
{ARRA). ARRA grant funds will provide fifteen rural disadvantaged Florida counties with the essential and advanced broadband
network requirements of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical
Economic Concern (RACEC). This economic stimulus is necessary to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more
even footing with the rest of the country.

Qver the past few years, many new jobs and companies have come into the Opportunity Florida regions, some relocating from other
states, but many are new businesses created by local entrepreneurs, They have been a staunch supperter of the small companies in
rural Florida demonstrated by holding workshops to assist them implement different avenues on which to pursue new business. I am
excited about some of the new programs they plan to implement, especially the broadband initiative currently under their scope. |
feel that it is extremely impertant that Opportunity Florida continue their mission to promote rural Florida as a viable place to do
business.

The Gadsden County Chamber of Commerce supports Opportunity Florida’s ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing the
region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor
institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing
businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the Gadsden County with access to a robust
broadhand infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

1 ask that you consider these details as you review the grant application. The Gadsden County Chamber of Commerce has been
fortunate to work with Opportunity Florida. Our organization looks forward to many more prosperous years for all as we continue
along the same path of supporting our region. Please feel free to contact me at davidgardner@tds.net or {850) 627-9231 should you
have any questions.

Sincerely,

David Gardner
Executive Director
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Economic Development Council, Inc.

OFFICERS
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RIVER FOREST YACHT CENTER
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BECK CONSTRUCTION, INC,

March 8, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC

c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250 ;
Tallahassee, Florida 32308 i
Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr, Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance {FRBA) Grant Applicatlon for
Broadband Funding

The Glades County Economic Development Council is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collabora-
tion of local and tribal governments, economic development agencies and community activists
from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broad-
band network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the
South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern {RACECS). These RACECS consist of
Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the
Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechabee
Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest re-
gion of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary and rapid eco-
nomic stimmulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward now and long into the fu-
ture.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by creating
sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchor institutions
and extends advanced broadband infrastrucure into communities through community area net-
works. We believe that FRBA will provide Glades County with access to a robust advanced
broadband infrastructure, helping us fo meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA reglonal and comimunity area netwarks will:

Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management,
disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high
speed access to fmmovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available
within the “walls” of a traditional community institution. The community will be better
equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not
stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enablad
equipment and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of
content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will nat only at-

Glades County Economic Development Council, Inc.
P.0. Box 1003
Hoore Haven, FL 33471
863-946-0300 B63-946~0777 Fax
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tract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require big broadband, but it will also support local small business
entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

Allew for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders can freely improve
network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face and virtual communi-
cation, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible
services across departments freeing staff to focns on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad

goals of the econonic stimulus and start positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for the future, As the grant application

process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state,
regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop a robust advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

o -
{ . 9 )
1 (/2/[ ot
L g
Tracy Whirls
Executive Director



GULF COAST WORKFORCE BOARD, INC.

5230 West Highway 98 - Panama City, FL 32401 - Phone (850) 913-3285 « Fax (850) 913-3269 - www. workforcecenter. org

March 19, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢fo Mr. Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Taliahassee, Florida 32308

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

Dear Mr. Sheets,

The Guif Coast Workforce Board, Inc. is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a
regicnal collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from
15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced
broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC).
The RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty
and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades,
Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated
area of Immokalee in Collier County. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with
the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Fiorida forward
onto more even footing with the rest of the country.

We support the FRBA's ARRA broadband grant application. This grant will better allow
the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools,
libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and
existing businesses. We believe that the FRBA will provide the Gulf Coast Workforce
Board with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the
challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

+ Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety,
governmental  services delivery, emergency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid) and research through high
speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not
available within the "walls" of a traditional community institution. The community
will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
community borders.

Alisa Kinsaul Gary Ross Kimberly Bodine
Chair Vice-Chair Executive Director




GULF COAST WORKFORCE BOARD, INC.

5230 West Higlway 98 - Panama City, FL 32401 - Phore (850) 913-3285 - Fax (850) 913-3269 - www warkforcecenter.org

» Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and
generating jobs for designers and builders of broadband networks,
manufacturers of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled
creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that
require broadband, but it will also support local small business entrepreneurs
who require access to business on the web.

+ Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network
where community shareholders can freely improve network performance and
capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and iong-term cost
efficiencies.

+ Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource
sharing, improved face to face and virtual communication, infrastructure that
ensures exchange of essential information, and integrated, innovative and
accessible services across depariments freeing staff to focus on providing better
service to citizens,

We believe that this innovation opportunity will give rural Northwest and South Central
Florida a great foundation for achieving the broad goails of the economic stimulus, and
start positioning both regions for the future. We look forward to participating in
coilaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private
partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Kimberly L. Bodine
Executive Director

Sincerely,

Afiso Kinsanl Gary Ross Kimberly Bodine
Chair Vice-Chair Executive Director




March g, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets.

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

RE: Letter of Support: Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

Dear Mr. Sheets:;

The Gulf County Economic Development Council is a partner in the Florida Rural Broadband
Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).

Through the FRBA, an alliance of 15 Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern {RACEC) in
Northwest Florida and South Central Florida, we support their ARRA broadband grant
application, thus advancing both the Northwest Florida RACEC region and the South Central
RACEC region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will
tremendously improve the interconnection of our community anchor institutions, such as
hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its
people and existing businesses.

The ARRA grant funds will provide us, along with the 14 other FRBA regions, with the necessary
economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even
footing with the rest of the country. The funds will provide our area with a high-performance
broadband network which will in turn produce local jobs, advance community efforts in
healthcare, education, public safety, disaster preparedness and research, among others.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a
great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning
both regions for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the
development of this network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state,
regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced broadband
infrastructure.

Sincerely,

olbalh jp

Alma L. Murphy
Assistant Executive Director
Gulf County EDC

406 Marina Drive, Port St. Joe, Florida 32456 « Office: 850-229-1901 » Fax: 850-229-1905
www.gulfcountyede.org
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August 10, 2009

Mr. William Lambert, Director

iHardee County Economic Development Council
P.O. Box 458

‘Wauchula, Florida 33873

Dear Mr, Lambert:

The Hardee: County Chamber of Commerce heartily endorses the
Hardee County Broadband Project. It is mcreasmgly imperative for
rural areas to have complete; competitive and efficient access to high
speed broadband technology applications. Unfortunately, systems that

rely solely on cable or wire dependent installations are either too
‘expensive or years away ffom providing access.

The Hardee County Broadband. Project will provide access to both
un-served and underserved areas of our County and sister
municipalities. It is an answer to providing the "last mile" broadband
service to 100% of residents in this rural county..

‘This project- more than meets ail of the goals of the America Recovery

Act. In addition to improving our public safety efficiency, it will,

through the increase of access, stimuldte the American Economy and

create jobs now,

As a rural County in the State of Florida designated as a “Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern,” we earnestly. seek your consideration and
approval of this grant application.

Sincerely,

" Dxrector



Roger A Hoo
President/CEC
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HENDRY COUNTY

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets:

As President and CEQ of the Hendry County Economic Development Council, I am
writing to offer my full support of the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA)
application for broadband initiatives funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009. ] am aware that FRBA seeks to provide the “middle mile” for high speed
connectivity to remote, unserved and underserved areas of the region. We, in Hendry County,
represent a vastly unserved and underserved population. Broadband infrastructure capacity,
connectivity and services at rural health clinics, in ambulances, public computer centers,
emergency facilities, libraries, rural workforce development offices, community centers and
senior centers will be more accessible with the award of this grant. It goes without saying that
these are all economic drivers for our economy.

The constituents represented in this application will gain faster and less expensive access
to electronic news, weather, medical, and emergency services information. Having access to
weather and traffic information during severe weather events will help safeguard
lives. Ambulances with mobile data capability will do the same. Students will be better prepared
for the job market with access to the internct. New markets will be opened up to our citizens for
the exchange of goods and information. Therefore, businesses will be in better positions to
compete for jobs globally. Local Governments and schools who decide to use this service will
see reduced costs, significantly more network capacity and increased functionality.

Additionally, short and long term job growth will be stimulated. Fiber installation jobs in
the short term and new economic development opportunities for long term growth can be
realized when the regional fiber and wireless network is operational. Generally, the quality of life
in East Texas' remote, unserved and underserved areas will be enhanced as a result of the
improved services the infrastructure provided by this grant will make possible.

In closing, I can not understate how important this project is to the sustained economic
vitality of our communities. I fully support the application for funding.

Sincerely,

1S
Roget A. Harrison, MPA
President/CEO

P.O. Box 2518 = LaBelle, Florida = P: (863) 675-6007 » F: (863) 674-9024
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Mareh 10, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Altiance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance {FRBA) Grant Applcation for Broadband Funding

Highlands County Economic Development Commission Supports the Florlda Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant
application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 {ARRA). The
FRBA is a regional collaboration of focal and tribal governments, economic development agencies and community

Critical Economic Concem (RACECs). ARRA grant funds wiil provide these regions with the necessary and rapid
economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward now and long into the future.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

- Advance Communlty Efforts in hedlthcare, education, public safety, @mergency management, disaster
Preparedness, altemative energy (e.g, smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative
experiences, resources and taols otherwise not available within the “walls* of a traditionat community
institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

- Allow for Cost Savings through focal ownership of 2 high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achleving the broad goals of the economic stimufus and start positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for the
future. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regicnal, local and community-based, and
prlvate partners to develop a robust advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sin,c:re[y.

Dan Murphy, Exec\rtivé Director
Highlands County EDC



HOLMES COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC. Anita Coates

...there’s no place like Holmes..... Chamber Coordinator
106 East Byrd Avenue
Bonifay, FL, 32425
850,547.4682

March 10, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mazhan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear My, Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance (FRBA) Grant Appilcation for
Broadband Funding

The Holmes County Chamber of Commerce is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband
Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act 0f 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments dnd
économic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the
essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concemn (RACEC). These RACECs
consist of Cathoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the
Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as
well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA
grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South
Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest of'the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State

Legislature as areas of critical econonic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant appHcation,

thus advancing both region’s capacitly for economic growth, prosperity and vitality, This grant wili better

allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as
well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses, We believe that the

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the Holmes County Chamber of Commerce with access to a

robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA reglional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and
research through high speed aceess to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not
available within the “walls” of a traditional community institution. The community will be better
equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding
research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Loca! Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders: of broadband oetworks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment
and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds, A
high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and ecnable modern,
competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also support local small business
entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community
shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and
foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.
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. Promote Community Collahoration and Efficlency through cost and résource sharing, improved
face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensares exchange of essential

information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to
focus on providing better service 1o citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the
future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look
forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and
private partners 1o develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Regards,

Ao QED

AAnita Coates
Chamber Coodinator

Holoes County Development Commission, fue,
Chamber of Commerce
106 E. Bwd Avenue
Bonifay, Florida 32425
© 850.547.4682



HOLMES COUNTY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION, INC.

Jim Brook

Executive Director
106 East Byrd Avenue
Bonifay, F1, 32425
830.547.4682

March 8, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallzhassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

The Holmes County Development Commission is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband
Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the: American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and
economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the
essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rurat Area of Critical Economic
Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). These RACECs
consist of Calboun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the
Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as

‘well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA

grant firnds will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South

Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State

Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application,

thus advancing both region’s capsicity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will befter

allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, librarics, etc., as
well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the

Fiorida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the County/City/Business/Entity Name with access to a

robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative énergy (e.g., smart grid), and
research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not
available within the “walls” of a traditional community institution. The community will be better
‘equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding
research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment
and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A
high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern,
competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also support focal small business
entreprencurs who require access to business on the web.

. Altow for Cost Savings through local ownership of 2 high performance network where community

shareholders can freely improve nétwork performance and capacity according te demand and
foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficlency through cost and resource sharing, improved
face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential
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information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to
focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the
future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look
forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regiconal, local and community-based, and
private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Regards,

gies o Db
James A. Brook
Executive Director

Holmes County Develgpment Commission, Ine..
Chamber of Commerce
106 E. Byrd Avenue
Bonifay, Florida 32425
850.547.4682



Chamber of Commerce

March 9, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LL.C
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets:

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

The Jackson County Chamber of Commerce_is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband
Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).

The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from 15
rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs
of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf,
Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades,
Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in
Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the
necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even
footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural countics designated by the State
Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application,
thus advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better
allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such ag hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as
well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We believe that the
Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the Jackson County Chamber of Commerce with access
to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping vs to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and
research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not
available within the “walls” of a traditional community institution. The community will be better
equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding
research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment
and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds, A
high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern,
competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also support local small business
entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

4318 Lafayette Street « P.O. Box 130 « Marianna, Florida 32447-0130 » ph 850.482.8060 » fax 850.482.8002
www.jacksoncounty.com info(@iacksoncounty.com



. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community
sharcholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and
foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficlency through cost and resource sharing, improved
face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential
information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to
focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the econemic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the
future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look
forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and
private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Art Kimbrough
President & CEO
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" JACKSON | GOUNTY
Development Council, Inc.

Building Communities Through Partnerships

March 23, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheéts,

RE: - Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband
Funding = ' ,

Jackson County Development Council, Inc. is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of
local governments and economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties
designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural
Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concemn
(RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and
‘Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands
and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the
Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic
stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest of

the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by
the State Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant
application, thus advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This
grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools,
libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses.
We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide Jackson County with access to a
robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

P.O, Box 820
Marianna, Florida 32447

Phone: (850} 526-4005 : : ] :
Fax: (850) 526-4008 . ‘ ' Federal Rural Enterprise Community
E-Mail: INIIENGEGNGNEEE and Florida Enterprise Zone
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The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid),
and research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise
not available within the “walls” of a traditional community institution. The community will be
better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not
stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment
and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all 'kinds. A
high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern,
competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also support local small business
entreprencurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where
community shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to
demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

J Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved
face to face and virtnal communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of
essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments
freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens '

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a
great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both
regions for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this
network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and
community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

(e 0T

William R. Stanton, Jr.
Executive Director




Rhonda Beckman
Exacutive Direcfor

March 17, 2010

Florida Rura! Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 2506
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE:  Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband
Funding

Ridge Area Arc is & partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for
broadband stimmlus fanding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), The
FRBA is a regional collaboration of local and tribal governments, economic development agencies and
commmmity activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and
advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern
and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACECs). These RACECs consist of
Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest
Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the
unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant
funds will provide these regions with the necessary and rapid economic stimutus to prope! Northwest
and South Central Florida forward now and long into the future.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will advance community efforis in healthcare,
education, public safety, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart
grid), and research, ali of which will benefit the people served by Ridge Area Arc and their families.

We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts to develop an advanced broadband
infrastructure, -

Sincerely,
Aty Bt

Rhonda Beckman

120 Waest College Drive ¢ Avon Park, Florida 33825-8300
(863) 452-1205 ¢+ Fax (863) 452-5244
www.rldgeareaarc.org
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March 12, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLO
c/c Robert E. Sheets

4500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile; (866) 8569519

Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florlda Rural Broadband Alllance {FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Southwest Florida Regional Planning Gouncil is an enthusiastic partrier in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
{FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulys funding under the American Recovery and Reinvesiment Act of 2000
(ARRA). The FRBA is a regionat collaboration of local and tribal Eovemments, economic development agencies and

Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACECs). These RACECS consist of Calhoun, Frankiin, Gadsden, Guif, Holmes,
Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Scto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry,
Highlands and Okeechohee Counties s well as the unincorporated area of Immokatee in Collier County in the
Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary and rapid economic
stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward now and long into the future.

Through the FREA, we support broadband advancement and economle development by creating sustainable reglonal
and statewide Infrastructure that interconnects community anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband
infrastructure Inte communities through community area networks, We believe that FRBA will provide the
rural areas of Florida with access to a robust agvanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of
our hew information economy.

Tha FRBA regional and communlity araa networks will:

. Advanco Communlty Bfforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management, disaster
preparadness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed aceess to innovative
experiences, resources and tools otherwise not avallable within the *walls” of a traditional community
institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
community borders, not stranding research or eritical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by kesping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of breadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds, A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require big broadband, but it will
also support local small bysiness entrepreneurs who require access 1o business onh the web,

. Allow for cm Savings through local ownership of a high performance netwark where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
longterm ¢ost efficiencies,

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficlency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face

and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and

integrated, Innovative and accessible Setvices across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
sarvice to citizens,
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TO: Mr. Robert E. Sheets

DATE: March 12, 2010

PAGE: 2

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

We belleve that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for the
future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to
participating in collaborative efforis with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to davelop 8
robust advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCII,

Kemjeth Heatherington, AICP
Executive Direcror

/nig

TOTAL P.B2
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. 0330 Marketplace Road, Suite 104

Fort Myers, Florida 33912

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA Phone: 239-225-2500

““KF““ l: Fax: 239-225-2559

Toll Free: [-866-992-8463

DEVELOPMENT BOARD, INC. Florida Relay 711

BRIAN SETTLE, President JOE PATERNO, Executive Director
March 12, 2010

Lynn Topel, Executive Director
Florida’s Heartland REDI (FHREDI}
1870 Lakeview Drive

8ebring, FL 33870

Dear Ms. Topel,

On behalf of the Southwest Florida Workforce Development Board, Inc. and its Career and
Service Centers, we are excited about the grant application for broadband funding under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).

The Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) is a regional collaboration of local and tribal
governments, economic development agencies and community organizations from fifteen
(15) rural counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network need.

The critical rural areas served by the Southwest Fiorida Workforce Development Board, Inc.,
Glades County, Hendry County and the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County,
have sufferad from a lack of access at sufficient speeds to be effective at a price that is
affordable. ARRA grant funds will provide the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to
propel these eritical rurat areas forward now and long into the future.

Through the efforts of the FRBA, we support breadband advancement and economic
development by creating sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects
anchor institutions of our communities and exiends advanced broadband infrastructure into
rural areas through community area networks.

With the development of the community area networks, the rural communities of Southwest
Florida will advance current and future local community initiative in areas such as public
safety, education and healthcare information management. Each of these initiatives is an
effort to create local employment opportunities and will be enhanced with the affordable
access to the information highway. The local ownership of a high performance network will
allow community pariners continued Jong-term growth and efficiency of efforts,

Southwest Florida believes that FRBA will provide the necessary access to an advanced
broadband infrastructure to meet the challenges of our new information economy. We hope
for a successiul outcome to the grant application and appreciate our partnership's efforts to
improve rural Floridians' future.

Sincerely,

Joe Patemo
tive Direcior

SERVING CHARLOTTE, COLLIER, GLADES, HENDRY AND LEE COUNTIES
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of Waihington Cansipy

P.0. Box 457 - 672 Bth Street - Chipley, FL 32428
850.638.4157 - Fax 850.638.8770 . Email wcchamber@wfeca.net

www.washcomall.com

March 9, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

Dear Mr. Sheets,

The Washington County Chamber of Commerce is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
(FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and ecenomic development agencies from 15 rural
disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the
Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern (RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as
well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida, ARRA grant funds
will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimujus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward
onto more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, {an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State Legislature
as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both
region's capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of
community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband
infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We helieve that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide
the Washington County Chamber of Commerce with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet
the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed
access 1o innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional
community institution. The community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing
beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

) Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, cormpetitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.



Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
March 9, 2010
Page Two....

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and
integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future. As the grant
application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in
collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

S

Ted Everett
Executive Director
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Officers
Timothy J. Megnan, Chéiiman
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Administrative Office

325 John Knox Road, Bldg. B100

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/0 Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Dear Mr. Sheets:

WORKFORCE plus is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA)
grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and
economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet
the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern
(RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty
and Washington Counties in the Nerthwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry,
Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier
County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the
necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more
even footing with the rest of the country.

WORKFORCE plus strives to provide leadership and support for a workforce development system
throughout Gadsden, Leon and Wakulla Counties. Together with numerous community
stakeholders, world-class employees and proactive educational providers, we work to enhance
the economic development of our community.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both
regions for the future. As the grant application process unfclds, we support the development of
this network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local
and community-based, and private pariners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. Please feel free to contact me at your convenience
should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

‘%mm dl. My
Kimberly A. {c})ore, MBA

Chief Executive Officer
WORKFORCE plus

Erograms funded throuigh WORKFORGE bl
upon feqiést ta Individials withidisapililies

Tallzhassee, FL 32303
{860) 414-6085

{888) WFP-JOB1

Fax (850) 410-2695
www.wiplus.org

Center for Busifiess
and Employer Services:
2525 5, Moiroe Street, 24
Tallahassee; FL 22301
(850)413-0315

Executive Center

325 John Knox Rodd, Bldg. B160
Tallzhassee, FL 32303

(850} 414-€085.

Gadsden County
T140W. Clark St.
Quincy, FL 22351
(850) 375-4040

Leon County

2626 S, Monroe Streel, 3-A
Tallahassee, FL 32301
{850Q) 922-0023

Wakulla Counity

3278 Crawfordville Hwy, Unit &
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 926-0980

MEMBER
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CAMPBELLTON-GRACEVILLE HOSPITAL
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5429 COLLEGE DRIVE
GRACEVILLE, FLORIDA 32440

TELEPHONE {850) 263-4431 o
FAX (850) 263-3312 ‘

March 9, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/0 Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (868) 856-8519

Dear Mr. Sheets,
RE: Letter of Support Florlda Rura! Broadband Alllance (FRBA) Grant Applcation for Broadband Funding

Campbellton-Graceville Hospital located in Graceville Florida is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband
Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencles
from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida countles designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs
of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic
Concern (RACEC). These RACECS consist of Calhoun, Frankiin, Gadsden, Guif, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Seto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as
well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County In the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds
will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Flerida forward
onte more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the State Legislature
as areas of critical economic concem), we support their ARRA broadband grant application, thus advancing both
region's capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of
community anchor Institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband
Infrastructure to its people and existing businesses. We betieve that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide
the Campbellton-Graceville Hospital with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the
challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA reglonal and communlty area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery, emergency
management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed
access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional
community Institution. The community will be befter equipped to push research and information sharing
beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jabs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
network will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also
support local smal! business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web,

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely Improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and
long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficlency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essentiat information and
integrated, innavative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better
service to cltizens.
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We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achleving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future, As the grant
application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in
coliaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure.

Sincgrely,
s *

Wm7

Jimmy Rigsby
Administrator
Campbeliton-Graceville Hospital



Q Doctors
Memorial
Hospital

Dear Mt..Sheets,

RE:  Letfer of Support Florida Ruial Broadband.Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

Doctors Memorial Hospital, Holmes County, Bonifay, Florida'is an enthusiastic partner in the
Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) giant application for broadband stimulus
funding under the Ametican Recovery and Reinivestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a
regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from 15 rural
disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network
needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern. and the South Central
Rural Area of Critical Ecoriomic Concern (RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun,
Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest
Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as
well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of
Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to
propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest of the
country.

Through the FRBA, (an alhance of two or: gamzatmn representing 14 rural counties designated by
the: State Legislatuie as areas of critical econoic concern), we support their ARRA broadband
grant application, thus advancing both region’s capacily for economic growth, prosperity and
vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such
as hospitals, schiools, libraries, etc., as well as extenid advanced broadband inftastructure to its
people -and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will
provide the Doctors Memorial Hospital, Holmes County, Bonifay, Florida with access to a robust
broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of-.our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental
services delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative enetgy-(e.g.,
smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources
and tools. otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community
institution, The community will be better equipped fo push research and information
sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-
saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs
for designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled

equipment and devices, developers of software and ofher applications and creators of
content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband nefwork will not enly

Post Office Box 188 2600 Hospital Diive Bonifay, FL 32425 (850) 547-8000

www.doctorsmemoriathospital.com




attract.and eniable modern, competitive busingsses that require broadband, but it will alse.

support local small business-entrepreneurs who tequire access fo business ot the web..

* Allow for Cost Savings through. locsl ownership of a high performance network where
community shareholders-can freely improve network performance and capacity according
to-demand.-and foster-continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing,

improved face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures

exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative. and accessible services
across departmenits freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a
great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start: positioning
both regions for the future. As the grant application process-unfolds, we suppoit the development
of this network. We look foiward to paiticipating in collaborative efforts with state, regional,
tocal and community-based, and piivate partneis to develop an advanced broadband
infrastructure.

Sincerely,

JoAnn Baker
Administrator

IB
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March 11, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Altiance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Maban Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr, Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Bro
Funding

adband

Doctors' Memorial Hospital is an epthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
(FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governmenis and
economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the
essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Arca of Critical
Economic Concem and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concem (RACEC). These
RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Guif, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington
Counties in the Norihwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highiands and
Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the
Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic
stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the Test of

the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the
State Legislature as areas of critical economic concem), We support their ARRA broadband grant
application, thus advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This
grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools,
libraries, ete., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses.
We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide the Cgun;leiﬂ/Bgingsstnﬁ;y
Name with access fo a robust broadband infrasiructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new

information economy.

333 N. Byron Butier Parkway * Perry, Florida 32347 * {850) 584-0800 * Fax {850) 584-2524 .
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Doctors’ Memorial Hospita 8502232308

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g.. smart grid),
and research through high speed access to jmmovative experiences, resources and {ools otherwise
not available within the “walls” of a iraditional community institution. The community will be
better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not
stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment
and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A
high performance advanced broadband network will mot only attract and enable modemn,
competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also support local small business
entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where
community shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to
demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved
face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of
essential information and integrated, innovafive and accessible services across depariments
freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for
the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network, We
look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and comrmumity-based,
and private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Y

Richard Huth
Chief Executive Officer
Doctors' Memorial Hospital
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FLORIDA HOSPITAL
Heartland Division

P. Q. Bex 8400, 4200 Sun 'n Lake Bivd.
Sabring, FL 338718400
06313144466

863/402-3110 FAX

March 11, 2010

Florida Rural Broadhand Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: {8566) 856-2519

Dear Mr. Sheeis,
Re: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance {FRBA) Grant Application for Broadbhand Funding

Florida Hospital Heartland Division is pleased to be a partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
(FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regionz| collaboration of lotal and tribal governments,
economic development agencies and community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties
designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural
Areas of Critical Economie concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic concern
(RACECs). ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus
to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward now and long into the future.

Florida Hospital Heartland Division through the FRBA supports broadband advancement and economic
development by creating sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects
community anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband infrastructure into communities
through community area networks, We believe that FRBA will provide Florida Hospital Heartland
Division hospitals with access to a robust advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the
challenges of aur new information economy.

we look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-
based, and private partners to develop a robust advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

W. Cook, CEQ




March 5, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Dear Mr. Sheets

The Heartland Rural Health Network and its twenty-five (25) health care provider members in
Highlands, Hardee and DeSoto Counties, wholeheartedly support the broadband access grant application
that you are submitting for funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. Qur
rural counties here in Central Florida have suffered from a lack of access at sufficient speeds to be
effective, at a price that is affordable, We understand that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA)
is a regional collaboration of local and tribal governments, economic development agencies and others
from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida Counties in Northwest and South Central Florida.

The intent of this grant projeect is to support broadband advancement and economic development by
creating a sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that connects communities through regional
area networks.

We are convinced that this grant proposal if funded, will provide the many health care providers that are
members of the Heartland Rural Health Network access o a robust advanced broadband infrastructure
that will help us effectively implement electronic health records and meet the challenges of our new
information technology.

The Heartland Rural Health Network pledges to become a partner in the effort of promoting a much
higher level of service to our own customers who are our constituents in Highlands, Hardee and DeSoto
Counties. We sec the FRBA plan as a very large step towards closing the digital divide that exists in our
rural communities.

There is a critical need forthese resources in Florida’s rural counties and therefore we urge those

reviewing and evaluating your grant application to approve its funding

Sincerely,

Ok =
J. Rudy Reinhardt
Executive Director

1200 West Avon Blvd., Suite 109 ® Avon Park, Florida 33825
Phone: 863.452.6530  Fax: 863.452.6882 » Website: hthn.org

&



Charlie Crist Ana M. Yiamonte Ros, M.D., M.P.HL
Governol State Surgeon General

March 10, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahasses, Flonda 32308

Doar Mr, Sheats,
RE: Letter of Support Flotida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

‘rhe Hendry and Glades County Healil. Departments are enthusiastic partners in the Florida Rural Broadband Allianee, LLC (FRBA}
grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The
activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of
the Northwest Flarida Rural Areas of Crifical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern
(RACECS). These RACECs counslat of Calhoun, Frankiin, Gadsden, Guif, Holmes, Jackson, Liberly and Washinglon Counties in
the Northwest Florida region and DeSoto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands, and Oksechobee Counties as well as the
unincoroorated area of iImmokalee in Colfier Counly in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these
ragions with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida ferward now and long into
the future,

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by creasing sustainable reglonal and
statewide infrastructure that interconnects communily ancher institutions and extends advanced broadband infrastructure inio
communities through community arsa networks. We believe that FRBA will provide the Hendry and Glades County Meaith
Depariments with access to a robust advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information
GGONGIMY,

The Glades County Health Department (located in Moore Haven, Fiorida) is planning to move into our new building the end of this
year and requireg the use of high speed intemet,

The FRBA reglonal eand community area networks will:

» Advance Communily efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management, disaster prepargdness, alternative
energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed acoess to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not
available within the “walla® of a tragitional community institution. The community will be batter equipped to push tesearch and
infarmation sharing beyond the community borders, net stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

W Create local jobs by keeping support services within the commurity and generating jobe for designers and builders of
broadband networks, manufacturers of btroadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers oi_' softiware and other
applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband retwork will not only attract and
enable modetn, compatitive businesses that require big brosdband, but it will also support local small business entrepreneurs
who require access fo business on the web. .

% Aliow for cost savings through local ownership of high perfonrmance network where community shareholders can freely improve
netwark performance and capacity aceording o demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies, .

# Promote Community collaboration and efficioncy through.cost and resource sharing, improved face-to-face anq virual
communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essentiat information and integrated, innovative and
accassible sstviass acrose departments freeing staff to focus an providing betier services lo citizens.

We believe that this innovative oppertunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for achiaving the broad
goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning Northwest and South Central Florida for the future. As the grand application
process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to parigipating in _col[aboratlve efforts with state,
regional, local and community-based, and private pariners to develop a robust advanced broadband infrastructure,

Administrator

Hendry and Glades County Health Departments PO Box 70 (1140 Pratt Blvd)
Patricia K. Dobbins, RN, MS/HS.A- LaBelle, Flozuét; 4;33:?
Administrutor : 863

' 1100 8. Olymipia
P.0O, Box 489 (956 LIS 27 W) _ .
Muore Haven, Florida 33471 Clewiston, Florida 33440
£63-946-0707 : 363-083-1408
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March 16, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE:  Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

The Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) is a regional collaboration of local and
tribal governments, economic development agencies and community activists from 15 rural
disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet essential broadband network needs of the
South Central Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the Northwest Florida Rural
Areas of Critical Economic Concern (RACECs). These RACECs consist of De Soto, Glades,
Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties, and the unincorporated area of
Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region and of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Guif,
Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and.

The Collier County Airport Authority and Immokalee Regional Airport/Fiorida Tradeport is an
enthusiastic partner in the FRBA’s grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).  ARRA grant funds will help
provide these regions with much needed infrastructure to support economic recovery and
development and propel these RACECs into the future.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by
creating a sustainable regional and statewide broadband network. The FRBA will provide the
Immokalee Regional Airport/Florida Tradeport with access to a robust advanced broadband
infrastructure, helping it meet the challenges of the new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

] Marco Islanc Exscutive Airpon ] imenokasee Regiona: Arpoirt [[] Everpiades Aimark
2008 Mainsail Drive Ste. 1 165 Alpark Boulevard PO.BoxBaY
Naples. FL 34114-B855 Immokales, FL 34142 650 E.C. Aipark Road
(239) 394-3355 1239)657-9003 Everglades Cly. FL 34139

' 739) 6579191 Fox (238} 695-2778
(2399642 5427 Fax 239) {239) 695-3558 Fax



. Help stimulate economic growth by attracting businesses to the area and creating local
jobs. High performance broadband capabiliies will atiract and enable modermn,
competitive businesses while supporting local small businesses and entrepreneurs that
require high speed communications. '

. Enhance efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management,
disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high
speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available in
these RACECs.

. Provide cost savings and increased efficiencies through cost and resource sharing, and
local ownership of high performance networks where community shareholders can
improve network performance and increase capacity according to demand and foster
continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give South Central and Northwest Florida
RACECs a great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start
positioning these areas for the future. The Collier County Airport Authority supports the
development of this network, and looks forward to participating in collaborative efforts with
state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners fo develop a robust advanced
broadband infrastructure that will help drive economic growth and recovery.

Sincerely,

Debra Brueggeman
Interim Director
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March A5, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alllance, LLG
c/0 Robert E, Shests

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 260
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Fatsimile: (5668) BE8-B518

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Breadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband 'Funding

Dear Mr. Sheets,

Glades Electric Cooparative, Inc. is an enthualastic partner in tha Flarida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FREA) grant
application for broadband stimuius funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The
FRBA l2 a reglonal collaboration of local and tribal gevernmanta, ecanomic development agencies and community
activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida caunties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband
network needs of the Northwest Florida Rursl Areas of Critical Economie Concern and the South Central Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern (RACECs), These RAGECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson,
Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Flerida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardeg, Handry, Highlands and
Okeechobes Counties as well as the unincorporatad area of Immokaiee In Collier County In the Southwest region of
Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these ragions with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus to propel
Norithwest and Scuth Cantral Floride forward now and long into the future.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advanaément and economic develepmeant by creating sustainable regional
and statawide Infrastructure that interconnects community anchor Institutions and extends advanced broadband
infrastructure into communities through community area networks, We believe that FREBA wili provide the
Southwest reglon with access to a robust advanced broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our
new information economy.

Tha FRBA rogional and comeunity area networks wiil:

. Advanca Community Efforts In hsalthcars, education, public safety, emergency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative enargy (6.2, smart grid), ard research through high speed access to |nnovative
expariences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the *walls” of a traditional communlty
inatitution, The community will be bettar aquipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
communlty borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data,

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support sarvices within the community and generating jobs for designars and
bullders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of
software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband
netwark will not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require big broadband, but it will
alzo support local small buginess entrepreneurs wha require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Coat Savinga through local ownership of & high performance network where community shareholdars
can fresly Improve network performance and capacity according to demand and fostzr continued growth arnd
long-tarm cost efficiencies,

. Pramote Communlty Collaboration and Efficlency through coat and resource sharing. improved face 1o face

and virtua! communication, redungant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential informaticn and
integrated, innovative and accessible sewices across departments freging ataff to focus on providing better
garvice to oltizens.
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We belleve that this innovative opportunity will giva Nerthwest and South Central Fiorida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic atimulus and start positioning Northwast and South Central Florlda for the
future, As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this netwark. We lock farward to
participating in coilaborative efforts with stats, reglonal, local and community-based, and private partners to develap a
robust advanced broadband Infrastructure.

s

Paul McGehee

Businass Davealopment Manager
Glades Electric Cooperetive, Inc.
{863) 531-5003
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March 9, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o0 Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, FL 32308

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

Dear Mr. Sheets,

Gulf Coast Electric Cooperative is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2002. The FRBA is a regional collaberation of local governments and economic development
agencies from 15 rural disadvaniaged Florida counties designed to mest the essential and advanced
broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the
South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern. These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin,
Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and
Ce Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated
area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide
these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida
forward onto more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the
State Legislature as areas of critical economic concern, we support their ARRA broadband grant
application, thus advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This
grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals,
schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing
businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide GCEC with access to a
robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

) Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart
grid), and research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools
otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community institution. The
community will be better eguipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled
equipment and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of
content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract

722 W. Highway 22 ~ P.O. Box 220 Wewahitchka, Florida 32465 (850) 6392216 Fax (850) 639.5061
9434 Highway 77 ~ P.O. Box 8370 Southport, Florida 32409 (850) 265-3631 Fax (850) 2653634

WL FCEC. COM,



Gulf Coast
Electric Cooperative

A Touchstane Energy® Cooperative gi&(

and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also support
local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web,

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high-performance network where
community shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to
demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing,
improved face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures
exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across
departments freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

We helieve that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions
for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network.
We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-
based, and private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Moidot V& 5T

Michael E. White
CEGC/General Manager

722 W. Highway 22 ~ P.O. Box 220 Wewahitchka, Florida 32465 (850) 6392216 Fax (850) 639-5061
9434 Highway 77 ~ P.O. Box 8370 Sonthport, Florida 32409 (850} 265-3631 Fax (850} 2653634

wa. geec.com
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March 17, 2010

. Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert E. Sheets
1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee; FL 32308

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

Dear Mr. Sheets:

West Florida Electric Cooperative (WFEC) is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural
Broadband. Alliance, LL.C grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The FRBA is 2 regional collaboration of local
governments and economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida
counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the
Northwest Florida Rural Area of Crificaf_ Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of
Critical. Economic Concern. These RACECs consist .of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf,
Holmes, Ja‘ckson,- Liberty-and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and

De Soto, Glades, Hardee,: Hendry, Highlands and Okeschobee Counties as well as the
unincorporated-area of Immokalee. in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA
grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest
and South Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by
the State Ledislature as areas of critical economic concern, we support their ARRA broadband
grant application, thus advancing both region's capacity for economic growth, prosperity and
vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as
hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its
people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will
provide WFEC with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the
challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regi'onal and community area networks will:

Advance Commumty Efforts in healthcare, education, publlc safety, governmental services
delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart
‘gnd) -and research through high'speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools
otherwise not available within the “walis® of a traditional community institution. The
community will be better equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the
-community borders not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.

The power of human connections
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Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled
equipment and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of

content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will not only-atfract and
enable modern, compétitive businesses that require broadband, but it will also support

logal small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high-performance network where
community shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according to
demand and fostet continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing,
improved face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures
exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across
- departments freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both
regions for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of
this network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local
and community based, and private partners to develop an advanced broadband infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Gary F. Clark, C.EM., CKAE.
Vice President, Member Services



Mitchell R, Englert
Executive Vice President and Community Banking Manager

Capital Ci
Bal:ik ty

March 9, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
C/0 Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile; (866)856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support: Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband
Funding

Capital City Bank is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant
application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvesiment Act of 2009
(ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencles
from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband
network needs of the Northwest Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural
Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf,
Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades,
Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee counties as well as the unincorporated area of immokalee
in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with
the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more
even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, {an alllance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by the
State Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband grant
application, thus advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and vitality. This
grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such as hospitals, schools,
libraries, etc., as well extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses.
We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will provide Capital City Bank access to a robust
broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new infermation economy.

‘The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

» Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery,
emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research
through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available
within the “walls’ of a traditional community institution. The community will be better equipped to
push research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or
critical, perhaps life-saving data.

P.O. Box 900 B Tallahassee, FL 32302-0900 W 850.671.0688 W www.cchg.com



Bank Executive Vice President and Community Banking Manager

%Capltal City Mitchell R. Englert

-*

Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for
designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment
and devices, developers of software and other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A
high performance advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern,

. competitive business that require broadband but it will also support local small business

entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community
shareholders can freely Improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster
continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

Promote Cocmmunity Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved
face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential
information and integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments, freeing staff to
focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for
the future, As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We
look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and community-based,
and private partners to develop an advanced broadhand infrastructure.

" -
"-.L.—e

.j?efe'% e %/____\
|tchE l

/ xecutlve Vice President & Community Banking Manager

Pc: Wayland Fulford, President, Washington County

Walter McPherson, President, Gadsden County
Ray Thompson, President, Guif County

P.O. Box 900 ™ Tallahassee, FL 32302-0900 m 850.671.0688 ™ www.cchbg.com



DAVID H. MELVIN, INC.
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Conswulting Engineers

March 10, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLE
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr, Sheets:

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

David H. Melvin, Inc.,, Consuiting Engineers enthusiastically supports the grant
application for broadband stimuius funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009 (ARRA). ARRA grant funds will provide our region with the necessary economic
stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even footing with
the rest of the country. This grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor
institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband
infrastructure 10 its people and existing businesses.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida
a great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning
both regions for the future, As the grant application process unfolds, we support the
development of this network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with
state, regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure.

Reply To: O 4428 Lafayerre Streec » PO, Box 840 » Marianna, Florida 32447 » {850) 482-3045

Q 2931 Kerry Farest Parkway, Suite 103 » Tallahassee, Florida 32309 » (850) 671-7221
2 3003 8. Highway 77, Suite B, Lynn Haven, Florida 32444 » (850) 248-5111
A CHARACTER FIRST!e Company



First National Bank of

WAUCHULA

August 7, 2009 Coymng your banking needs,
Bil tambert |

Hardee County Economic Development Office

P.O. Box 458

Wauchula; FL 33873

Re: Hardee County Broadband Project
Dear Mr. Lambert:

Globalization has created enormous competition. Rural America must have state of the art
‘communication technology available to its producers if it is to compete in this global economy.
‘We cannot and must not take for granted that rural access will ever be completely served with
-communication systems dependent upon wire or cable technology.

For this reason the Hardee County. Economic Development Council supports and endorses the
Hardee County Broadband Project. We concur with the Hardee County Board of County
Commissioners and fikewise, heartily endorse the Hardée County Broadband Project
application. Re-emphasizing, it is increasingly imperative for rural areas to have complete,
competitive and efficient accessto high speed broadband technology applications.
Unfortunately, conventionial systems are either too expensive or years away from providing
accessand.it is unfikely the prwate sector will make investment without government assistance,

The Hardee County Broadband Project will provide access to both un-served and underserved
areas of our County and sister municipalities, It will provide opportunities for underprivileged
children to advance academically by making available in'addition to broadband access computer

hardware and technology. It will greatly énhance and expand our local economy.

iis an answer to providing the "last mile™ broadband service to 100% of residents and students
in'this rural’ county. This project more than meets all of the goals of the America Recovery Act. In
addition to’ |mproving the our education system and public safety efficiency it will, through the

increase of-access; stimulate thé. American Economy and create jobs now.

As a rural County inthe State of Florida designated as a “Rural Area of Critical Economic
Conceri” we earnestly seek your consideration and approval of this application.

Rxcklustl

| Pre51dantf CEO
First National Bank of Wauchula

dwm;ﬁ %w‘ 5&#}5‘/}{? Nosds,
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Greot Northwest

_ Flonda Rural Broadband Alhance LLC
. cloRobertE. Sheets . - -
. 1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida32308.
* Facsimile:’ (866) 856-9519

‘RE: - Letter of Support Flonda Rural Broadband Alhance (FRBA) Grant Appllcatlon o
' for Broadband Fundmg ,

: Dee.r Mr Sheets

'On behalf of the board of d1rectors of Flotida’s Great Northwest itisa pleasure to subrmt E
this letter of recommendation supporting the Florida Rural Bmadband Alliance, LLC. L
- (FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulvis fundmg urider the American Recovery
.and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local:
govemnments and economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvauntaged Florida
_ counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the _
. Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern.and the South Central Rural
.Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC) These RACECs consist of Calhoun,
- Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holrnes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the
Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and -
Okeechobee Counties-as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County
in the Southwest region of Florida. Florida’s Great Northwest is a 16-county, regional
" economic development organization serving Northwest Florida from Pensacola on the
. west through the Tallahasseec MSA on the east. Eight of our counties are included in the
" Florida Rural Broadband.Alliance and are aiso represented by Opportumty Florida, a
sister economic development organization to Florida’s Great Northwest, Opportunity
' Florida has been a close partner with Florida®s Great Northwest in improving the quality of life
. for residents of Northwest Florida, While Florida’s Great Northwest fociises on the entire region,
.~ Opportunity Florida concentrates on the eight counties within the region that have been '
. designated as the Northwest Flor1da Rural Area of" Crmcal Economlc Concem (RACEC)

- Northwest Florida’s rural counties are dramatmally underserved regarding
telecommunication capacity, broadband services, and Internet accessibility. The fundmg
provided through the ARRA grant funds would go a long way in alléviating the
competitive disadvantage being experlenced by the residents and busmesses located in
these counties.

.. 4471 Legendary Drive, Sulte 100, Destin, FL 32544 USA » Phone: 850-037-3469 + Fox: 850-337-0418 » mFlo:;dasGreorr{orrhwést.co@'



" March 10, 2010

L Letter of Support Florlda Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Apphcatmn for Broadband Fundmg
. . “Page2” - _ - '

' Florlda s Great Northwest believes that t]us 1nn0vat1ve opportumty will g1ve Northwest
and South Central Florida a greatly needed foundation for ‘achieving the broad goals of
. the economic stimulus, allow the rural areas of the region to achleve a competitive :
© position in today’s environment and start posxtlomng the rural regions for the. future: We '
. 'support the development of'this network and we look forward to part101pat1ng in
' ‘collaboratlve efforts to develop an advanced broadband 1nfrastmcture '

Slncerely, C\/

L Allan Wenstrand :
Presu:‘lent S

-

FLORIDA S Greor Northwes

- 4474 Legendary Drive, fuire. 100, Déstin, L 32541 USA = Phone 850-33‘?-3469'- 850:387:3418 » wi¥ow olfdlaisieiaiNorth
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Florida Rural Broadlxnd Alliance, LLC
c/a Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Taliahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (866) 8569519

Dear Mr Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alllance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadhand Funding

T‘?p linc is we need broadband. Plain and simpicl! Currently 50% of our retail meat busincess is
done via our website. Broadband will help us immensely,

Gatorama 15 an enthuslastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadhband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant application for broadband
stimulus funding under the Ametrican Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 {ARRA). The FRBA is a reglonal collaboration of
tocal and tribal governments, econamic development agencies and community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida
counties designed 1& meet the essentisl and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Areas of
Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Criticat Economic Concern {RACECS). ARRA grant funds will
provide these regions with the necessary and rapid economic stimulus Lo propel Notthwest and South Central Florida forward
now and long Into the future,

Through the FREA, we support broadband advangement and economic development by ¢reating sustainable regional and
statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband infrastructure into
communities through community area networks. We believe that FRBA will provide the Gatorama with access 1o a robust
advanced broadband infrastructure, heiping us to meet the challenges of our new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks wil:

v Advance Community Efforts in heatthcars, educatian, public safety, emergency managiement, disaster preparetiness,
alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative expariences, resources and
tools otherwise not available within the “walls" of 3 traditional community Instifution. The community will be better
equipped to push research and information sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical,
perhaps life-saving data.

- Croate Local Jobs by keeping suppart services within the community and generating jobs for designers and hullders of
broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developars of software and other
applications and creators of content of all kinds, A high performance adva nced broadband nelwork will not only attract
ant enable modem, eompetitive businesses that require big broadband, but it will also suppart focal small business
entrepreneaurs who require access to business on the web.

¥

. Allow for Cost Savings through locat ownership of a high performance netwark where community sharehaolders can
frealy improve network performance and capacity according to demand and fosler continued growth and fongterm cosl
efficiencies,

- Promote Communkty Sollaberation and Efficlency through cost and resource sharing. improver face to face and virtual

communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative
and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

Bgttom line is we need to be on equal footing to compete and do business. We need broadband to do this.
We wholeheartedly support this. FRBA and FRHEDI are our allics in this cffort.
Sincarely,

ly Register

st Offi X 2
Palmdale, FL 33844



S5 JIM SEE REALTY, INC.

August 7, 2009

Bill Lambert

Hardee County Economic Development Office
P O Box 458

Wauchulg, FL 33873

Re: Hardee County Broadband Project

Dear Mr. Lambert:

Globalization has created enormous competition. Rural America must have state of the
art communication technology available to its producers if it is to compete in this global
economy. We cannot and must not take for granted that rural access will ever be
completely served with communication systems dependent upon wire or cable
technology.

For this reason the Hardee County Economic Development Counci! supports and
endorses the Hardee County Broadband Project.

We concur with the Hardee County Board of County Commissioners and likewise,
heartily endorse the Hardee County Broadband Project application. Re-emphasizing, it is
increasingly imperative for rural areas to have complete, competitive and efficient access
to high speed broadband technology applications. Unfortunately, conventional systems
are either too expensive or years away from providing access and it is unlikely the private
sector will make investment without government assistance.

The Hardee County Broadband Project will provide access to both un-served and
underserved areas of our County and sister municipalities. It will provide opportunities
for underprivileged children to advance academically by making available in addition to
broadband access computer hardware and technology. It will greatly enhance and

expand our lacal economy.

It is an answer to providing the “last mile” broadband service to 100% of residents and
students in this rural county. This project more than meets all of the goals of the America
Recovery Act. [n addition to improving the education system and public safety
efficiency, it will, through the increase of access, stimulate the American Economy and
create jobs now.

206 North 6th weuue o Post Office Box 2325« Wauchula. Florida 33873
Office (803) 773-0000 = Fax (803) 773-0411 = www.jimseerealny,com



As a rural County in the State of Florida designated as a “Rural Area of Critical
Economic Concern” we earnestly seek your consideration and approval of this
application.

Si\ym\e:ely, —

S James M See, Jr., Presiden(/)\

Jim See Reaity, Inc. —



Lykes LAND INVESTMENTS, INC.

8200 RALEY LANE

SUITE 120 Tev: 238 7 434 8914
MARK B, MORTOMN . Frxt: 236 7 434 - 849
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT NarLes, FLORIDA 34105 Frmricmoon@ivkes comn

March 168, 2010

Florida Rurat Broadband Alliance, LLC
¢/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32208

Facsimile: (8686) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheests,

RE:  Letter of Support Fiorida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband
Funding

Lykes Lang Investments, Inc. is an enthusiastiq partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
(FRBA) grant application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional coilaboration of local and tribal
govemments, economic development agencies and community activists from 15 rural disadvantaged
Florida counties designed to meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the
Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concermn and the Scuth Central Rural Area of
Critical Econiomic Concern {RACECs). These RACECs consist of Cathoun, Frankiin, Gadsden, Gulf,
Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto,
Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincarporated area of
Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these
regions with the necessary and rapid econornic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida
forward now and long into the future.

Through the FRBA, we Support broadband advancement and economic development by creating
sustainable regional and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchor institutions and
extends advanced broadband infrastructure into communities through community area networks, Wa
believe that FRBA wiil provide our team with access to a robust advanced broadband infrastructure,
helping us to meet the challenges of our new information eCconomy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g., smart grid), and research through high speed
access {e innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the “wails”
of a traditional community institution. The community will be better equipped to push research

and information sharing beyond the community borders, not sfranding research or criticai,
perhaps life-saving data,

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and genereting jobs for
designers and buitders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community
shareholders can freely improve network performance and Capacity according to demand and
foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

XHd L3C¥3SHT dH  MWdPT:TT 07102 ST <BW



. Promote Commiunity Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved
face to face and virtual communicatian, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great
foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning Northwest and
South Central Florida for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the
development of this network, We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state,

regional, local and community-based, and private partners to develop a robust advanced broadband
infrastructure.

Cour Curatolo
Director of Special Projects and Public Relations

04 13r&a3se dH WdPT:IT D102 ST ~BH
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107 E, Main Street
P.O. Box 1162
Wauchula, FL 33873
P: 863.767.0330

F: 863.773.4915

August 5, 2009

Economic Development Council
Board of Directors

107 E. Main Street

Wauchula, FL. 33873

Dear EDC Directors,

On behalf of Main Street Wauchula, 1 would like express our support for the Hardee County
Broadband Project. As Main Strcet strives to improve and enhance downtown Wauchula it is
imperative that we are offering the best technology available in order to encourage business
trecruitment and growth.

Downtown Wauchula as well as Hardee County needs to keep pace with the rest of the world.
Broadband is needed now.

Sipcerely,
X y
".-"’— _C:‘ e M (_. e R

" Jessica Newman
: Diréctor. Main Street Wauchula



Ap employee-owned-company

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, [4.C
Cto Robert I, Sheets

1300 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Taltahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: {8663 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE:  Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband
Funding

PBS&T is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBAY gram: application for
broadband stimulus funding underthe American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 {ARRA). The FRBA is
& regional collaboration of local governments and economic development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged
Florida counties designed 1o meet the essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida
Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concemn
(RACEC). These RACECs consist of Calhoun. Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Tlolmes, Jackson, Liberty and
Washington Cownties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and
Okeechobee Counties as well as (he unincorporated area of Immuokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region
of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary cconomic stimulus to propel
Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto more even footing with the rest of the country.

‘Through the FRBA, (an alfiance of two organization representing 4 rural counties designated by the State
Legislature as areas of critical economic concern). we support their ARRA broadband gramt application, thus
advaneing both region™s capacity for economic growth. prosperity and vitality. This grant will betier allow the
interconneelion of community anchar institutions, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, ete., as well as extend
advanced broadband infrastructure to its people and existing businesses.  We believe that the Florida Rural
Broadband Alliance will provide PBS&) with access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us {o meet the
chalienges of our new information ceconomy.

The FRBA regional and community avea networks witl:

. Advance Community Efforts in healtheare, education, public safety, governmental services delivery,
emergency management, disaster preparcdness, alternative energy (¢.g., smart grid), and resenrch through
high speed access to innovative experiences, resources and tools otherwise not available within the
“walls” of a traditional conrmunity institution. The community will be better equipped to push research
and information sharing bevond the community borders. not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-
saving data.

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers
and builders of broadband neiworks, manutacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices,
developers of sofiware and. other applications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performanec
advanced broadband network will not only attract and enable modern, compelitive businesses that require
broadband, but it will alse support local small business entrepreneurs who require access 1o business on
the web.

120 Richard Jackson Boulevard & 2nd Floor, Suite 230 « Panama City Beach, Florida 32407-2516 « Telephone: 850.236.8675 » Fax: 850.236,8676 « www.pbsj.com



. Allow for Cest Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community
shareholders can frecly improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster
eontinued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face 1o
face and virtual communication. redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information
and integrated. innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing
betier service tor citizens.

We belicve that this innovative opportunity wilf give Nortfiwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for

achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning both regions for the future. As the grant

application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to participating in
collaborative efforts with state, regional. focal and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced
broadband infrastructure.

762@_71"

Sincerely,

(Gene Martin
Vice President

PBS&}




An employee-owned company

March 12, 2010

c/o Robert E. Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets,

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for
Broadband Funding

PBS&]J is an enthusiastic supporter in the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC (FRBA) grant
application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
0of 2009 (ARRA). The FRBA is a regional collaboration of local governments and economic
development agencies from 15 rural disadvantaged Florida counties designed to meet the
essential and advanced broadband network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Area of Critical
Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC).
These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and
Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry,
Highlands and Okeechobee Counties as well as the unincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier
County in the Southwest region of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with
the necessary economic stimulus to propel Northwest and South Central Florida forward onto
more even footing with the rest of the country.

Through the FRBA, (an alliance of two organization representing 14 rural counties designated by
the State Legislature as areas of critical economic concern), we support their ARRA broadband
grant application, thus advancing both region’s capacity for economic growth, prosperity and
vitality. This grant will better allow the interconnection of community anchor institutions, such
as hospitals, schools, libraries, etc., as well as extend advanced broadband infrastructure to its
people and existing businesses. We believe that the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance will
provide access to a robust broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our new
information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, governmental
services delivery, emergency management, disaster preparedness, alternative energy (e.g.,
smart grid), and research through high speed access to innovative experiences, resources
and tools otherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community
institution, The community will be better equipped to push research and information
sharing beyond the community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-
saving data.

2639 North Monroe Street » Building C « Tallahassee, Florida 32303 « Telephone: 850.575.1800 « Fax: 850.575.0105 «
www.pbsj.com



March 12, 2010
Page Two

. Create Local Jobs by keeping support services within the community and generating
jobs for designers and builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-
enabled equipment and devices, developers of software and other applications and
creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband network will
not only attract and enable modern, competitive businesses that require broadband, but it
will also support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the
web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where
community shareholders can freely improve network performance and capacity according
to demand and foster continued growth and long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing,
improved face to face and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures
exchange of essential information and integrated, innovative and accessible services
across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a
great foundation for achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning
both regions for the future. As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development
of this network. We look forward to participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional,
local and community-based, and private partners to develop an advanced broadband
infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Rosemary E. Woods
Vice President
PBS&J



9150 SW Pennsylvania Ave,

" ' 1992 Williams Road

Stuart, FL 34997 IVER FORES . Moore Haven, FL 33471

Tel: 772-267-4131 ; YAGHTING CENTER _ Tel: 863-612-0003

Fax: 772-287-4148 . - Fax: 863-612-9292
March 9, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLE

¢fo Robert E, Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250

Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Facsimile: (866) 856-9519

Dear Mr. Sheets, |

RE: Letter of Support Florida Rural Broadband Alliance (FRBA) Grant Application for Broadband Funding

River Forest Yachting Center is an enthusiastic partner in the Florida Rural Broadband AI!iancé, LLC (FRBA) grant

application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), The

FRBA is a regional collaboration of local and tribal governments, economic devetopmenf agencies and-community'

activists from'15 rural disadvantaged Fl_brida counties designed to meet thé essential and advanced broadband

network needs of the Northwest Florida Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern and the South Central Rural Area of

Critical Economic Concern {RACECs). These RACECs consist of Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holimes, Jackson,

Liberty and Washington Counties in the Northwest Florida region and De:Soto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands

and Okeechobee Counties as wellas the uhincorporated area of Immokalee in Collier County in the Southwest region

of Florida. ARRA grant funds will provide these regions with the necessary and ‘rapid economic stimulus to propel

Nq’rt'hwe‘st and South Central Florida forward now and long into the fiiture.

Through the FRBA, we support broadband advancement and economic development by creating sustainable regional

and statewide infrastructure that interconnects community anchor institutions and extends advanced broadband

infrastructure irito communities through community area networks. We believe that FRBA will pr‘ovide River Forest

Yachting Center with access to a robust advanced."broadband infrastructure, helping us to meet the challenges of our

new information economy.

The FRBA regional and community area networks will:

. Advance Community Efforts in healthcare, education, public safety, emergency management, disaster
preparedness, alternative energy {e.g.; smart grid), and research 'th:rough' high speed access to innovative
kexper_ieﬁces, reséurces and tools atherwise not available within the “walls” of a traditional community
institution. The ‘cdmmuﬁity will be better equipped to push .-reSear'ch and information sharing beyond the

community borders, not stranding research or critical, perhaps life-saving data.



1992 Williams Road
Moore Haven; FL 33471
Tel: 863-612-0003
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9150 SW Pennsylvania Ave.
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. Create Lacal Jobs by:keeping support services within the community and generating jobs for designers and
builders of broadband networks, manufacturers of broadband-enabled equipment and devices, developers of

- software and other appiications and creators of content of all kinds. A high performance advanced broadband

- network will ot only attract and enable modern, competitivé businesses that require big broadband, but it

will also support local small business entrepreneurs who require access to business on the web.

. Allow for Cost Savings through local ownership of a high performance network where community shareholders
can freely improve network performance and capacity according to demand and foster continued growth and

long-term cost efficiencies.

. Promote Community Collaboration and Efficiency through cost and resource sharing, improved face to face
and virtual communication, redundant infrastructure that ensures exchange of essential information and
integrated, innovative and accessible services across departments freeing staff to focus on providing better

service to citizens.

We believe that this innovative opportunity will give Northwest and South Central Florida a great foundation for
achieving the broad goals of the economic stimulus and start positioning Northwest-and South Centrat Florida for the
future, As the grant application process unfolds, we support the development of this network. We look forward to
participating in collaborative efforts with state, regional, local and conﬁmunity-based-, and private partners to develop
a robust advanced broadband infrastructure,

Sincerely,



TRAILS END FISHING RESORT
4232 Trails End Road
Lorida Florida 33857

March 6, 2010

Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC
c/o Robert Sheets

1500 Mahan Drive, suite 250
Tallhassee, Florida 32308

Dear Mr, Sheets,

Trails End Fishing Resort suppotts the Florida Rural Broadband Alliance grant
application for broadband stimulus funding under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009. We are in south central Florida in Highlands County and need
the technology advancements that the funding would provide. Many of our customers
demand the services that would be provided and would help us expand our customer
base.

Much of the technology would support better access to information but also contribute to
better communication. Businesses need this support to survive by stretching our markets
outside of the community.

Please recognize our support and the need for the technology growth.

Sincerely,

QoL >
Gary Albin, owner
Trails End Fishing Resort
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o Stnte s‘ank

Establ;shed 1929

Atigst 7,2009

Bill Lambert 3
Hardee County Economlc Development Ofﬁce
PO.Box458
‘ Wauchui_a FL,_3,38_73

‘Re: Broadband Project

Dear Mr Lambcrt

R As I am sure. you are‘aware. Hardee County s small busmesses constantly battle
" intense compefition from global competators We think it v1tai that our area. be
competitive in its ability to-send and receive information needed by our giobal
“clients.

We are exclted about the' Hardee County Broadband Project and give:it our full
support, In the’ bankmg mdustry,we Afully understand the importance of high
\specd bmadband techs ology The jnternet has: become 4 vehicle by which
- consumers expect certain service delivered to them. As a rural bank: we have
seena tremendous increase in use:and- dependence of our online systems We
know that this dependence on'the initernet will only increase and'in time be
_}utlhzed by the ma_]orlty of businesses in Hardee County. We feel it 1mperanve to
this commumty to give all local businesses every opportunity to-compete in the
larger economies of the world: ‘Once we depended-on rails, then highways; and
now interiet and the teohnoiogles assocmted

We fully support the Hardee Connty Broadband Pro;ect and its appllcation for
approvai

' Robert E: Hanchey
Pre31dent

www wauchulastatehank com

106 East Mam Street ¢+ P.. O.. Box 248 + Wauchula, Florlda 3__3873 '
2% - Phones (863) 773-4151 ¢ ‘Fax: (863) 773-0419
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