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BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF RUTHERFORD COUNTY

Ta Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to convey my organization’s suppott of Connected Tennessee’s Broadband Technology Opportunity
Programs (BTOP) grant application benefiting their Computets 4 IKids (C4K) program.

Qur organization will partner with Connected Tennessee through their proposed project to cnsute that at-risk kids
actoss Tennessee see the benefits of broadband and technology. Through their efforts, the children served by our
organization will reccive updated computers as well as much needed computer literacy and cducational opportunitics.

Out organization, Boys & Girls Clubs of Rutherford County will partner with Connected Tennessce in the following
ways:
¢ Developing a detailed strategic plan for installation of the computers into the computer Jab axeas at our 2 Club
sites and 2 Teen Centerts, with guidance and input from Connected Tennessee.
®  Having the staff, who is responsible for technology maintenance at our organization, to wotk with the
professionals from Connccted Tennessce, to install the computets and softwate on each of the computers in
each site’s computer lab.
¢ Having the staff, who is responsible for technology at our organization, to provide year-round updates and
maintenance on the computers as ncaded.
® Having our full-time and patt-time Club professionals at each Club site deliver computer literacy and
educational opportunitics year-round to the at-tisk youth who attend the Club.
» Implementing our Club Tech, Digital Arts, and NetSmartz Internct safety programs at the Club, using the new
computers at the Club site.
®  Working with Connected Tennessee to ensure internet connectivity and access using the new computets, so
that at-risk youth may access to the internet.

Led by Governor Phil Bredesen, Connected Tennessee is a public-private partnership that is working with key entitics
actoss the state to ensure better broadband access and computer literacy. To accomplish this, Connected Tennessee
uses collaborative broadband mapping, local rescatch, grass roots technology planning in every county and computer
connectivity programs,

To date, the C4KK program has distributed more than 2,000 computers to children, families and community-based
organizations in need across Tennessce. With the suppott of funds made available through the BTOP program, many
more childeen will be impacted, including children from our community.

As we work together toward economic recovery, it is critical for the federal govetnment to offet funding and suppott to
existing programs which have proven effective in making computers and technology a reality for all Tennesseans,

tegatdless of income and age.

Thank you for your consideration,

Respectfully,

Chief Professional Officer
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BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS

OF THE TENNESSEE VALLEY

Match 9, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing to convey my organization’s support of Connected Tennessee’s Broadband Technology
Opportunity Programs (BTOP) grant application benefiting their Computers 4 Kids (C4KK) program.

Our organization will partner with Connected Tennessee through their proposed project to ensure that at-risk
kids across Tennessee see the benefits of broadband and technology. Through their efforts, the children
served by our organization will receive updated computers as well as much needed computer literacy and
educational oppottunities.

Our organization, Boys & Gitls Clubs of the Tennessee Valley will partner with Connected Tennessee in the
following ways:
® Developing a detailed strategic plan for installation of the computets into the computer lab areas at
our 13 club sites, with guidance and input from Connected Tenncssee.
® Having the Director of Information Technology, who is responsible for technology maintenance at
our organization, to work with the professionals from Connected Tennessee, to install the computers
and software on each of the computers in each site’s computer lab.
® Having the Director of Tnformation Technology, who is responsible for technology at our
otganization, to provide year-round updates and maintenance on the computers as needed.
° Having our full-time and part-time Club professionals at each Club site deliver computer literacy and
educational opportunities year-round to the at-risk youth who attend the Club.
¢ Implementing our Club Tech, Digital Arts, and NetSmartz Internet safety programs at the Club,
using the new computers at the Club site.
® Working with Connected Tennessee to ensure internet connectivity and access using the new
computers, so that at-risk youth may access to the internet.
Led by Governor Phil Bredesen, Connected Tennessee is a public-private partnership that is working with
key entities across the state to ensutre better broadband access and computer literacy. To accomplish this,
Connected Tennessee uses collaborative broadband mapping, local research, grassroots technology planning
in every county and computer connectivity programs.

To date, the C4K program has distributed more than 2,000 computers to children, families and community-
based organizations in need across Tennessee. With the support of funds made available through the BTOP
program, many more children will be impacted, including children from our community. As we work
together toward economic recovery, it is critical for the federal government to offer funding and support to
existing programs which have proven effective in making computers and technology a reality for all
Tennesseans, regardless of income and age. Thank you for your consideration.

President & CEO

The Positive Piace For Kids nitd [
“Please Remember Us In Your Will” P——
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March 10, 2010

The Honorable Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information

National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)
U.S. Department of Commerce

Herbert C. Hoover Building

1401 Constitution Avenue NW

Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:

| am writing to convey CIBER'’s support of Connected Tennessee’s Broadband
Technology Opportunity Programs (BTOP) grant application benefiting their
Computers 4 Kids (C4K) program. We are committed to supporting their
application and will work together should the Computer 4 Kids application be
funded through their application to the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA) at the US Department of Commerce under the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) Round 2 funding cycle.

Over the past year and a half, CIBER, Inc. has worked with Connected
Tennessee’s Computer 4 Kids program to create computer labs for deserving
recipients. To expand the program, it will take the support of additional funds.
This application will allow Connected Tennessee to partner with various state
and private entities to ensure that at-risk kids across Tennessee continue to see
the benefits of broadband and technology. Through our joint efforts, our state’s
most vulnerable children will receive updated computers as well as much needed
computer literacy and educational opportunities.

Pending the approval of Connected Tennessee’s application for the Round 2
funding cycle of NTIA's Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) for the BTOP
program, CIBER agrees to commit $10,000 towards the project.

Sincerel
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STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Office of Interdependent Living
436 6™ Avenue Morth
g1 Floor, Cordell Hull
Nashville, Tennessee 37243

To Whom It May Concern:

T am writing to convey my Organization's Support of Connected Tennassee’s Broadband Technology
Opporunity Progams (BTOP) grans apphication benefiting their Computers 4 Kids (C4K) program.

‘The Department of Children’s Services (DCS) will partner with Connected Tennessee through their proposed
project to ensure that at-risk Kids across Tennessee see the benefits of broadband and technology. Through
their effosts, the children served by our organjzation wilt receive updated computers as well a3 mch needed
computer literacy and educational opportursities.

TS supports Connected Tennessee’s critical mission of providing computers and other technological
resources to underprivileged families to help sustain broadband adoption in Tennessee communities. Ower the
past 3 years, this program, through the help of its partners, has made immense progress in digital literacy by
donating more than 2,000 new computers to low-income children and families, libraries, schools, non-profic
after-school programs and commurtity organizations that serve underprivileged families. Children and youth in
the custody of the Department of Childrem's Services have been and remain a primary target for this
collaborative effort. We have seen great things happen through our partnership in supporting youth entering
post-secondary programs and conrinuing education. Reaching out w underprivileged families is imperative in
closing the digital divide and developing a digially savvy workforce that can help drive the state’s economy.

With the support of funds made available thtough the BTOP program, mary more children will be impacted,
including children served by the Deparunent of Children's Services. If granted this funding, the Computers 4
Kids program will advance the BTOP staturory purposes of 1) providing broadband education, awarcness,
training, access, equipment, and SUppOLT to conmmunity anchor institations, job-creating strategic facilities, and
vulnerable populations acd 2) stimuiating demand for broadband. 1t is i this accord that I respectfully request
that the NTTA give Connected Tennessee's Coraputers 4 Xids program full copsideration and support. As we
worlk together toward cconormic recovery, it is cxitical for the foderal government to offer funding and support
to existing programs which, have proven offective in making computers and technology a reality for all
Tennesscans, regardless of income and age.

Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully,
Sharilyn M. Sage A

InTERdependent Living
- Program Specialist



Fax from : 8655257198

43-18-18 15:59 Py:

STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN'S SERVICES
Office of Interdependent Living
426 6™ Avenue North
8" Floot, Cordell Hall
Mashville, Tenncssee 37243

To Whom It May Concerss

T am writing to convey niy organization’s support of Connected Tenncssee’s Broadband Technology
Opportunity Programs (BTOP) gramt application benefiting their Computers 4 Kids ((CHK) program.

The Department of Children’s Services (DCS) will partner with Connected Tennessee through their proposed
project to ensure that at-risk kids across Tenncssee see the benefits of broadband and technology. Through
their efforts, the children served by our organization will receive updated cofputers as well as tuch needed
computer literacy and educational opportumities.

DCS supports Connected Tennessee’s eritical mission of providing computers and other rechnological :
resources to underprivileged families to help sustain broadband adoption in Tennessee communities. Over the
past 3 years, this program, through the help of its parwners, has made immense progress in digital literacy by
donaring more than 2,000 new computers to jow-income children and families, libraries, schools, non-profit
after-school programs and community organizations that serve underprivileged families. Children and youth in
the custody of the Department of Childrens Services have been aud remain a primary target for this
collahorative effort, We have seen preat things happen through our partnership in suppotting youth entering
post-secondary programs and continuing education. Reaching out to underprivileged families is inoperative in
closing the digital divide and developing a digitally savvy workforce that can help drive the state’s economy.

With the support of funds made available through the BTOP program, maxty more children will be impacted,
including children served by the Departmei of Children’s Scrvices. If granted this funding, the Computers 4
Kids program will advance the BTOP statutory purposes of 1) providing broadband education, awareness,
training, access, equipment, and SUpPOIT 1o COPMIIULLLY anchor institttions, job-creating strategic facilities, and
vulherable populations and 2) stimulating demand for broadband. It is in this accord that I respecifully request
that the NTIA give Conmected Tennessee’s Computers 4 Kids program full consideration and suppott. As we
worls together toward econonic recovery, it is crtical for the federal government to offer funding and support
to cxisting programs which have proven effective in making computers and technology a reality for all
Tennesscans, regardless of income and age.

Thaok you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

2
ek

Cheryl Buford
Post Custody FSW, Knox Region
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STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN'S SERVICES
Office of Interdependent Living
416 6™ Avenue North
8" Floor, Cordell Hull
Nashville, Tennessce 37243

To Whom It May Concern:

1 am writing to convey my organization’s support of Connected Tennessee's Broadband Technology
Opporunity Programs (BTOP) grant application benefiting their Computers 4 Kids (CHK) program,

The Department of Children’s Services (DCS) will partner with Connected Tennessee through their proposed
project to ensure that at-risk kids across Tennessee see the benefits of broadband and rechnology: Through
their efforts, the children served by our organization will receive updated coputers as well as much needed
computer literacy and educational opportunities,

DCS supports Connected Tennessee's critical mission of providing computers and other technological
resources to underprivileged families to help sustain broadband adoption in Tennessee cormmunities. Over the
past 3 years, this program, through the help of its partners, has made immense progress in digital literacy by
donating more than 2,000 new computers 1o low-income children and families, libraries, schools, non-profit
after-school programs and community organizations that serve underprivileged familios. Children and youth in
the custody of the Department of Children’s Services have been and remain a primary target for thie
collaborative effort. We have scen great things happen through our partnership in supporting youth entering
post-secondary programs and continuing education. Reaching out to underprivileged families js imperative in
closing the digital divide and developing a digitally savvy workforce that can help drive the state’s cconomy.

With the support of funds made available through the BTOP program, many more children will be impacted,
inchuding children served by the Department of Children’s Services, If granted this funding, the Computers 4
Kids program will advanee the BTOP statutory purposes of 1) providing broadband education, awareness,
uraining, aceess, equipment, and support to community anchor instinstions, job-creating steategic factlities, and
vulnerable populations and 2) stimulating demand for broadband. It is in this accord that I respectfully request
that the NTIA give Connected Tennessee’s Conputers 4 Kids program full consideration and support. As we
worls together toward cconomic recovery, it is critical for the federal government o offer funding and support
to cxisting programs which have proven effective in maling computers and techniology a reality for all
Tennesseans, regardless of income and age,

Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully,

Andrey Corder

Assistant Commissioner



STATE Of TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Office of Interdependent Living
436 6™ Avenue North
8" Floor, Cordell Hull
Nashville, Tennesses 37243

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to convey my organization’s support of Connecred Tennessee’s Broadband Technology
Opportunity Programs (BTOP) grant application benefiting their Computers 4 Kids (1K) program.

The Deparement of Children’s Services (DCS) will partner with Connected Tennessee through their proposed
project to ensure that ar-tisk Kids across Tennessee see the benefits of broadband and technology. Through
their efforts, the children served by our orpanization will receive updared computers as well as much needed
compurer Jiteracy and educational opportunities.

DCS supports Connected Tennessee’s critical mission of providing computers and other wechnological
resowrces to underprivileged families to help sustain broadband adoption in Tennessee communities, Over the
past 3 years, this program, through the help of its partners, has made immense progress in digiral literacy by
donating more than 2,000 new computers to low-income children and families, libraries, schools, non-profit
after-school programs and community organizations that serve underprivileged families. Children and youth in
the custody of thy Department of Childrens Services have been and remain 2 primary target for this
collaborative effort, We have seen great things happen through our partnership in supporting youth entering
post-secondary programs and continuing education. Reaching out to underprivileged families is imperative in
closing the digital divide and developing a digirally savvy workforce that can help drive the state’s economy.

With the support of funds made available duough the BTOP program, many more children will be impacred,
including children served by the Deparument of Children’s Sexvices. If granted this funding, the Computers 4
Kids program will advance the BTOP swatutory purposes of 1) providing broadband education, awaceness,
training, access, equipment, and support to cormanity anchor instimations, job-crearing strategic facilivies, and
vulnerable populations and 2) simulating demand for broadband. It is in this accord that 1 respectfully request
that the NTIA give Connected Tennessee’s Computers 4 Kids program full consideration and support. As we
work together toward economic recovery, it is critical for the federal government to offer funding and support
10 existhig programs which have proven effective in maling corpuress and technology a realivy for all
Tennesseans, regardless of income and age.

Thank you for yowr consideration.

Respectfully,
,; /1 jl 4 v )
. "
" Gwendolyn Covingron, M5
DCS Team Leader

WwoXJ Xeyq




STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEFARTMENT OF CHILDREN'S SERVICES
Office of interdependént Living
436 6™ Avonue North
8™ Floor, Cordell Hull
Nashville, Tennessee 37243

To Whom It May Concern:

{ am writing 1o convey my organization’s support of Connected Tennessee’s Broadband Technology
Opportunity Programs (BTOP) grant application benefiting their Compusers 4 Kids (C4K) program.

The Deparunent of Children’s Services (DCS) will partner with Connected Tennessee through their proposed
project 1o ensure thar ar-risk kids across "fennessee see the benefivs of broadband and technology. Through
their sfforrs, the children served by our organization will receive updated compurers as well as much needed
computer lieracy and educational opportunities.

DCS supports Connccred Teanessee’s critical mission of providing computers and other technological
resources to underprivileged families to help sustain broadband adoption in Tennessee communities, Over the
pasi 3 years, this program, through the help of its partners, has made imunense progress in digital lteracy by
donating more than 2,000 new compurers o low-income children and families, libraries, schools, non-profit
after-school programs and commuaity organizations that serve underprivileged families, Children and youth in
the custody of the Department of Childrens Services have been and remain a primary tasget for this
collaborative effort. We have seen great things happen through our parcnership in supporting youth entering
post-secondary programs and continuing education, Reaching out to underprivileged families is imperauve n
closing the digital divide and developing digitally savvy worldorce that can help drive the STATE’S econOmy.

With the support of funds made available through the BTOP program, many more children will be impacted,
including children served by the Department of Children’s Services. If granted this funding, the Computers 4
Kids program will advance the BTOP statutory purposes of 1) providing broadband education, awareness,
training, access, equipment, and SUpport 1 community anchor institutions, job-creating strategic facilivies, and
vulserable populations and 2) stimulating dermand for broadband. Tt is in this accord that I respectfully request
that the NTIA give Connected Tennessee’s Compuiers 4 Kids program full consideration and support. As we
work together toward econoniic recovery, it is critical for the federal government to offer funding and support
1o existing programs which have proven effective in making computers and technology 2 reality for all
Tennesseans, regardless of income and age.

Thaak you for your consideration.

Chrysteiyn M
1L Program Coordinator
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$TATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Office of Tnterdependent Living
416 6" Avenuc North
8t" Floor, Cordel) Hull
Nashville, Tetinessee 37 243

To Whom It May Concerm:

1 amn writing to convey my organjzation’s SUppOIt of Connected ‘[enpessce’s Broadband Technology
Opportunity Programs (B'TOP) grant application benefiting their Computers 4 Kids (C4K) program.

The Department of Children's Services (DCS) will partaer with Connected Tennessee through their proposed
project to ensure that at-tisks Icidls across Tennessec see the benefits of troadband and technology: Through
their efforts, the children served by our organization Wil receive updated computers 4s well as much needed
comprer liweracy and educational opportunitics.

DCS supports Connected Tenuessee’s critical mission of providing comptters and other rechnological
resources to underprivileged families to help sustain broadband adoprtion in Tennessec communities. Over the
past  years, this program, through the help of its partners, has made immense progréss in digital literacy by
donating more than 2,000 new computers 10 low-income children and families, libracies, schools, nou-profit
after-school programs and community organizations that serve underprivileged families. Children and youth in
the custody of the Deparument of Childyens Services have been and rerain a primary target for this
collaborative effort. We have scen great things happen through our partnership in supposting youth entering
post-secondary Programs and coptinuing education. Reaching out to underprivileged families 3¢ imperative 1m
closing the digital divide and developing 4 digitally savvy wotlforee that can help drive the state’s econoxay.

With the support of funds made available through the BTOP program, many morc children will be impacted,
including children served by the Deparument of Children's Services. If granted this funding, thie Computers 4
Kids program will advance the BTOP starutory purposes of 1) providing broadband education, AWareness,
training, a6cess, equipment, and support to community anchor justitutions, job-creating strategic facilities, and
vulnerable populations and 2) stimulating demand for broadband, It is in this accord that I respectfully request
that the NTIA give Connected Tennessee’s Computers 4 Kids program full consideration and support. As we
worlk together toward cconomit. recovery, it is crivical for the federal government to-offer funding and support
to existing programs which have proven affective in making computers and technology 2 reality for all
ennesseans, regardless of income and age.

Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully,

Gwen T, Jones ié

Interdependent Living Program Spectalist, Knox Region
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STATE OF TENNESSEE

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
220 French Landing Drive
Nashville, Tennessee 37243

To Whom It May Concern:

T am writing to convey my organization’s support of Connected Tennessee’s Broadband Technology
Opportunity Programs (BTOP) grant application benefiting their Computers 4 Kids (C4K) program.

The Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce Development will partner with Connected Tennessee
through their proposed project to ensure that at-risk kids across Tennessee have access to classroom-based
career training, teaching them vital career skills such as resume building, interviewing and job searching.
Through their efforts, these children will receive this training coupled with updated computers as well as
much needed computer literacy and educational opportunities.

Led by Governor Phil Bredesen, Connected Tennessee is a public-private partnership that is working with
key entities across the state to ensure better broadband access and computer literacy. To accomplish this,
Connected Tennessee uses collaborative broadband mapping, local research, grassroots technology
planning in every county and compuier connectivity programs.

The Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce Development supports Connected Tennessee’s critical
mission of providing computers and other technological resources to underprivileged families to help
sustain broadband adoption in Tennessee communities. Over the past 3 years, this program, through the
help of its partners, has made immense progress in digital literacy by donating more than 2,000 new
computers to low-income children and families, libraries, schools, non-profit after-school programs and
community organizations that serve underprivileged families. Reaching out to underprivileged families is
imperative in closing the digital divide and developing a digitally savvy workforce that can help drive the
state’s economy.

With the support of funds made available through the BTOP program, many more children will be
impacted, including children served by the Department of Children’s Services. If granted this funding, the
Computers 4 Kids program will advance the BTOP statutory purposes of 1) providing broadband
education, awareness, training, access, equipment, and support to community anchor institutions, job-
creating strategic facilities, and vulnerable populations and 2) stimulating demand for broadband. It is in
this accord that I respectfully request that the NTIA give Connected Tennessee’s Computers 4 Kids
program full consideration and support. As we work together toward economic recovery, it is critical for
the federal government to offer funding and support to existing programs which have proven effective in
making computers and technology a reality for all Tennesseans, regardless of income and age.

Commissioner
Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce Development



S’ iKeepSafe

To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing to encourage your approval of Connected Tennessee as a recipient of funds under the
sustainable adoption category of the National Telecommunications and Information Administration
(NTIA) Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP).

Internet Keep Safe Coalition (iKeepSafe) is fully committed to working with Connected Tennessee to
make sure that every child and every parent who is benefiting from computing tools provided by
Connected Tennessee has access to educational resources concerning Internet safety, security, ethics,
and the healthy use of connected technologies.

The iKeepSafe Coalition is a broad partnership of governors and/or first spouses, attorneys general,
public health and educational professionals, law enforcement, and industry leaders working together for
the health and safety of families online. iKeepSafe’s mission is to give parents, educators, and
policymakers information and tools which empower them to teach children the safe and healthy use of
technology and the Internet.

Accordingly, IkeepSafe will be awarding Connected Tennessee’s Computers 4 Kids Program an in-kind
contribution worth $15,000 in the form of electronic resources and training. Furthermore, it will provide
2,000 licenses for DVDs worth $15,900.

We urge your funding support for a project that will become a model for responsible computer donation
as our nation moves forward in its effort to build a globally competitive twenty-first century digital

economy.

Should you have questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank
you for your time and consideration.

With high regard,

Peace of mind for families online

INTERNET KEEP SAFE COALITION
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ANASTASIA CAMPBELL To Whom It May Concern:

Staff Attorney
ELIZABETH INSOGNA
Staff Attorney . ,
[ am writing to convey my support of Connected Tennessee’s Broadband

Technology Opportunity Programs (BTOP) grant application benefiting their
Computers 4 Kids (C4K) program.

Connected Tennessee will partner with various state entities through their
proposed project to ensure that at-risk kids across Tennessee see the benefits of
broadband and technology. Through their efforts, our state’s most vulnerable
children will receive updated computers as well as much needed computer
literacy and educational opportunities.

Led by Governor Phil Bredesen, Connected Tennessee is a public-private
partnership that is working with key entities across the state to ensure better
broadband access and computer literacy. To accomplish this, Connected
Tennessee uses collaborative broadband mapping, local research, grassroots
technology planning in every county and computer connectivity programs.

As co-chair of the Independent Living Oversight Committee, I fully support
Connected Tennessee’s critical mission of providing computers and other
technological resources to underprivileged families to help sustain broadband
adoption in Tennessee communities. Over the past 3 years, this program, through
the help of its partners, has made immense progress in digital literacy by donating
more than 2,000 new computers to low-income children and families, libraries,
non-profit after-school programs and community organizations that serve
underprivileged families. Reaching out to underprivileged families is imperative
in closing the digital divide and developing a digitally savvy workforce that can
help drive the state’s economy.



With the support of funds made available through the BTOP program, many
more children will be impacted, including children served by the Department of
Children’s Services and the Boys & Girls Clubs of Tennessee. If granted this
funding, the Computers 4 Kids program will advance the BTOP statutory
purposes of 1) providing broadband education, awareness, training, access,
equipment, and support to community anchor institutions, job-creating strategic
facilities, and vulnerable populations and 2) stimulating demand for broadband.
It is in this accord that I respectfully request that the NTIA give Connected
Tennessee’s Computers 4 Kids program full consideration and support. As we
work together toward economic recovery, it is critical for the federal government
to offer funding and support to existing programs which have proven effective in
making computers and technology a reality for all Tennesseans, regardless of
income and age.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

dhoneg oo
D /

Rep. Sherry Jones
Chair, Select Committee on Children and Youth



Department of Economic and Community Development

William Snodgrass/Tennessee Tower Building, 11th Floor, 312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue North, Nashville, Tennessee 37243-1102
615-741-1888 / FAX: 615-741-7306

Matthew Kisber Phil Bredesen

Commissioner Governor

March 14, 2010

The Honorable Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information

National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)
U.S. Department of Commerce

Herbert C. Hoover Building

1401 Constitution Avenue NW

Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:

In May 2007, the Department of Economic & Community Development for the State of
Tennessee entered into a three-year contract with Connected Nation, through its subsidiary
Connected Tennessee, to implement a comprehensive broadband planning program including a
program known as Computers 4 Kids focused on providing computers to at-risk children across
Tennessee.

Pending the approval of Connected Tennessee’s Sustainable Broadband Adoption application for
second round of the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s (NTIA)
Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) for the Broadband Technology Opportunity Program
(BTOP), our department agrees to commit $369,600, from our existing contract, towards the
match for this application.

Broadband continues to be a vital component for enhancing Tennessee’s current and future
workforce. Connected Tennessee’s Computer 4 Kids program and its other broadband adoption
programs are initiatives that the State of Tennessee supports. To expand these programs
additional funds are needed. However, due to our fiscal constraints, the State is not able to
provide new funds to support Connected Tennessee’s efforts in the areas of sustainable adoption
or Computers 4 Kids. Additional funding requested through Connected Tennessee’s application
would further our desire to bring broadband to all of our residents, especially through provision
of computers, computer literacy and educational opportunities to our most vulnerable children.



Sincerely,

Al (-

Matthew Kisber, Commissioner
Department of Economic & Community Development
State of Tennessee



STATE OF TENNESSEE

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Office of Interdependent Living
436 6™ Avenue North
8™ Floor, Cordell Hull
Nashville, Tennessee 37243

March 9, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

Please consider this letter of support in considering Connected Tennessee’s Broadband Technology
Opportunity Programs (BTOP) grant application benefiting their Computers 4 Kids {(C4K) program. My
agency, and specifically the Program of Interdependent Living, has been fortunate to work with this agency in
exploring and utilizing better broadband access and computer literacy. To accomplish this, Connected
Tennessee uses collaborative broadband mapping, local tesearch, grassroots technology planning in every
county and computer connectivity programs. It has been a true pleasure seeing a public-private partnership
working with key entities across the state to ensure better outcomes and brighter futures for at-risk and
disadvantaged youth in this state.

The Department of Children’s Services (DCS) will partner with Connected Tennessee through their proposed
project to ensute that at-risk kids across Tennessee continue to see the benefits of broadband and technology.
Through their efforts, the children served by our organization will receive updated computers as well as much
needed computer literacy and educational opportunities. We are fully in suppott of Connected Tennessee’s
ctitical mission of providing computers and other technological resources to underprivileged families to help
sustain broadband adoption in Tennessee communities. Over the past 3 years, this program, through the help
of its partners, has made immense progress in digital literacy by donating more than 2,000 new computers to
low-income children and families, libraties, schools, non-profit after-school programs and community
organizations that serve undezprivileged families. Reaching out to underprivileged families 1s imperative in
closing the digital divide and developing a digitally savvy wotkforce that can help drive the state’s economy.

With the support of funds made available through the BTOP program, many more children will be impacted,
including children served by the Department of Children’s Setvices. If granted this funding, the Computers 4
Kids program will advance the BTOP statutory purposes of 1) providing broadband educaton, awateness,
training, access, equipment, and support to community anchor institutions, job-creating strategic facilities, and
vuloerable populations and 2) stimulating demand for broadband. It is in this accord that I respectfully request
that the NTIA give Connected Tennessee’s Computers 4 I{ids program full consideration and support. As we
wotk together toward econotnic recovery, it is ctitical for the fedetal government to offer funding and support
to existing programs which have proven effective in making computers and technology a reality for all
‘Tennesseans, regatdless of income and age, possibly the most powerful tool we can give for the future.

espect
M%bk
ane Simpson

Director, Interdependent Living



State of Tennessee

30" SENATORIAL DISTRICT SENATOR BEVERLY MARRERO
SHELBY COUNTY
sen.beverly.marrero@capitol.tn.gov CORY BRADFIELD

Legislative Assistant

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to convey my support of Connected Tennessee’s Broadband Technology
Opportunity Programs (BTOP) grant application benefiting their Computers 4 Kids (C4K) program.

Connected Tennessee will partner with various state entities through their proposed project to
ensure that at-risk kids across Tennessee see the benefits of broadband and technology. Through their
efforts. our state’s most vulnerable children will receive updated computers as well as much needed
computer literacy and educational opportunities.

Led by Governor Phil Bredesen, Connected Tennessee is a public-private partnership that is
working with key entities across the state to ensure better broadband access and computer literacy. To
accomplish this, Connected Tennessee uses collaborative broadband mapping, local research, grassroots
technology planning in every county and computer connectivity programs.

Over the past 3 years, this program, through the help of its partners, has made immense progress
in digital literacy by donating more than 2,000 new computers to low-income children and famuilies,
libraries, non-profit after-school programs and community organizations that serve underprivileged
families. Reaching out to underprivileged families is imperative in closing the digital divide and
developing a digitally savvy workforce that can help drive the state’s economy.

With the support of funds made available through the BTOP program, many more children will
be impacted, including children served by the Department of Children’s Services and the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Tennessee. If granted this funding, the Computers 4 Kids program will advance the BTOP
statutory purposes of 1) providing broadband education, awareness, training, access, equipment, and
support to community anchor institutions, job-creating strategic facilities, and vulnerable populations and
2) stimulating demand for broadband. It is in this accord that I respectfully request that the NTIA give
Connected Tennessee’s Computers 4 Kids program full consideration and support. As we work together
toward economic recovery, it is critical for the federal government to offer funding and support 1o
existing programs which have proven effective in making computers and technology a reality for all
Tennesseans, regardless of income and age.

Thank you for your consideration.

: j CAPITOL HILL OFFICE:

312 War Memorial Building, Nashville, TN37243  (615) 741-91 28 FAX (615)253-0291

Sincerely,

DISTRICT OFFICE
3294 Poplar Ave. Suite 465, Memphis, TN 38111 (901) 324-5231 FAX (901) 312-5667



STATE OF TENNESSEE

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Office of Interdependent Living
436 6™ Avenue North
8" Floor, Cordell Hull
Nashville, Tennessee 37243

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to convey my organization’s support of Connected Tennessee’s Broadband Technology
Opportunity Programs (BTOP) grant application benefiting their Computers 4 Kids (C4K) program.

The Department of Children’s Services (DCS) will partner with Connected Tennessee through their proposed
project to ensure that at-risk kids across Tennessee see the benefits of broadband and technology. Through
their efforts, the children served by our organization will receive updated computers as well as much needed
computer literacy and educational opportunities.

DCS supports Connected Tennessee’s critical mission of providing computers and other technological
resources to underprivileged families to help sustain broadband adoption in Tennessee communities. Over the
past 3 years, this program, through the help of its partners, has made immense progress in digital literacy by
donating more than 2,000 new computers to low-income children and families, libraries, schools, non-profit
after-school programs and community organizations that serve underprivileged families. Children and youth in
the custody of the Department of Childrens Services have been and remain a primary target for this
collaborative effort. We have seen great things happen through our partnership in supporting youth entering
post-secondary programs and continuing education. Reaching out to underprivileged families is imperative in
closing the digital divide and developing a digitally savvy workforce that can help drive the state’s economy.

With the support of funds made available through the BTOP program, many more children will be impacted,
including children served by the Department of Children’s Services. If granted this funding, the Computers 4
Kids program will advance the BTOP statutory purposes of 1) providing broadband education, awareness,
training, access, equipment, and support to community anchor institutions, job-creating strategic facilities, and
vulnerable populations and 2) stimulating demand for broadband. It is in this accord that I respectfully request
that the NTIA give Connected Tennessee’s Computers 4 Kids program full consideration and support. As we
work together toward economic recovery, it is critical for the federal government to offer funding and support
to existing programs which have proven effective in making computers and technology a reality for all
Tennesseans, regardless of income and age.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Viola P. Miller
Commissioner



Boys and Girls Club of Morristown, Inc.

Thursday, March 04, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing to convey my organization’s support of Connected Tennessee’s Broadband
Technology Opportunity Programs (BTOP) grant application benefiting their Computers
4 Kids (C4K) program.

Our organization will partner with Connected Tennessee through their proposed project
to ensure that at-risk kids across Tennessee see the benefits of broadband and technology.
Through their efforts, the children served by our organization will receive updated
computers as well as much needed computer literacy and educational opportunities.

Our organization, the Boys and Girls Club of Morristown as well as our Hawkins County
Unit will partner with Connected Tennessee in the following ways:

e Developing a detailed strategic plan for installation of the computers into the
computer lab at our Morristown and Hawkins County club sites, with guidance
and input from Connected Tennessee.

e Having a Technology Director, who is responsible for technology maintenance at
our organization, to work with the professionals from Connected Tennessee, to
install the computers and software on each of the computers in each site’s
computer lab.

e Having a Technology Director, who will be responsible for technology at our
organization, to provide year-round updates and maintenance on the computers as
needed.

e Having our Full or Part-time Club Professional at each club site deliver computer
literacy and educational opportunities year-round to the at-risk youth who attend
the Club.

e Implementing our Club Tech, Digital Arts and Netsmartz safety programs at the
Club, using the new computers at the Club site.

e Working with Connected Tennessee to ensure internet connectivity and access
using the new computers, so that at-risk youth may access to the internet.

Led by Governor Phil Bredesen, Connected Tennessee is a public-private partnership that
is working with key entities across the state to ensure better broadband access and
computer literacy. To accomplish this, Connected Tennessee uses collaborative
broadband mapping, local research, grassroots technology planning in every county and
computer connectivity programs.



To date, the C4K program has distributed more than 2,000 computers to children,
families and community-based organizations in need across Tennessee. With support of
funds made available through the BTOP program, many more children will be impacted,
including children from our community.

As we work together toward economic recovery, it is critical for the federal government
to offer funding and support to existing programs, which have proven effective in making
computers and technology a reality for all Tennesseans, regardless of income and age.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,




Management Team Resumes
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