February 22, 2010
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Attn. Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Re: Letter of Support for the Carnegie Public Library of Monte Vista
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program

Dear Mr. Hainer:

Carol Lee Dugan, director of our local library, asked if she could count on us for a letter of support. She told us
of the increasing demand at the library for more computers and faster internet bandwidth — especially with the
growing percentage of unemployed in our region using the library’'s computers for advancing education and job
search.

| know that in our office alone, at least half of our employees have asked if their relatives can use our computers
for job applications, resume updating, and to take online classes. Unfortunately, we have sensitive personal
information on our office computers about our wireless clients. The FCC’s recent CPNI policy ruling doesn’t let
us permit non-employees access to our computer networks. I've been greatly relieved that our local library is
keeping their computers up-to-date. | often refer our employee’s relatives and neighbors to use the library’s
computer lab and classes to advance themselves.

Though the Carnegie Library of Monte Vista has some of the best broadband speed available in our rural town;
with increased use and the ever increasing complexity of the internet services, our library is now reaching the
capacity of what their bandwidth can support. | visited the library this morning and couldn’t help but notice that
all 14 computers in their public lab were occupied as they often are.

For many in our community, our library has been the first place for them to have access to a modern computer
and fast internet browsing. Many of our recently unemployed neighbors didn’'t need computer skills at previous
jobs. Now they are discovering that without even basic computer skills, job opportunities are extremely limited.
Our library has been providing computers classes for both beginners and for more advanced uses such as
Microsoft Excel database management.

In summary, Valley Communications, would like to take this opportunity to thank the Carnegie Library of Monte
Vista and offer our support to the Colorado State Library’s NTIA broadband stimulus grant BTOP application.
We sincerely hope that some of broadband stimulus funds find their way to our libraries where these funds will
benefit so many in need.
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Robert Crow
Owner
Valley Communications

Visit our Web Site for the latest information on owr available services, and SPECIAL OFFERS!
hitp://lwww.valcomm.net




South Central Colorado Workforce Region

Colorado Department of Labor & Employment
COLORADO 801 Chestnut Avenue
WORKFO RC E Rocky Ford, Colorado 81067
: Telephone: {719) 254.3388
C E N T E R Fax: {718) 254-3877
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March 4, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr.Hainer:

I am writing to express my support of The Trinidad Camegie Public Library grant application of the Colorado
State Library Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

I believe that in coordination with Colorado Workforce staff, the funding of this grant, and working with
other community partners, this will create a unique opportunity to provide capacity-building resources that
will strengthen the local workforce. | am particularly excited about the benefits in our rural area, such as
the ability to enhance computing and internet access that The Trinidad Carnegie Public Library will bring
to our community for job seekers as they explore educational opporiunities and continue their job search
activities. In addition, ADA Compliant work stations will be made available to support those who are
blind, visually impaired, or have other challenges to using standard public computer stations.

Recently, The Colorado Department of Labor and Employment partnered with Microsoft to issue vouchers
for Microsoft applications for Business Professionals and IT Professions, these vouchers are issued by
the local Workforce Centers and can be accessed through any infernet connection.

With the decline of resources available in rural underserved communities, opportunities such as this are
imperative for us to thrive. | fully support The Trinidad Carnegie Public Library grant application of the
Broadband and Technology Opportunities to provide services directly to Southern Calorado.

The Trinidad Carnegie Public Library's plan for grant funding includes providing new computers and
equipment to provide an additional resource to community members with their job searching, and to
provide educational support for special needs population in a rural area.

My office has partnered with The Trinidad Carnegie Public Library on numerous projects in the past and has
been impressed by their success in being able to support the community. | strongly urge you to consider
funding The Trinidad Camegie Public Library's grant request.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Betty Velastuez, Region DirZ:/tor K‘\

South Central Workforce Region

WHERE COLORADO COMES TO WORK
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OFFICE OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS :
FAX {970) 264-8306

PO. Box 1507
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

March 1, 2010

Fugene Hainer. Assistant Commissioncr
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Decar Mr. Hamer

The Archuleta Board of County Commissioncrs gives its full support for the Colorado State Library’s
Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. The Ruby
Sigson Library is the only library in our County with the next closest one being at least 60 miles away.
The current computing scrvices offered by the library arc heavily used and there are often people waiting
in line. This service is used by many low-income residents who do not have their own computer and
cannot afford their own internet service or internct scrvice 18 not available where they live. Most rural
areas of the County do not have cable, DSL, or cell service. Satellite service is not affordable enough to
be an option for many people. Our community is still behind the technological curve and laptops and
Blackberrys are not all that comimon. There is only on¢ other facility in the County that offers free access
and that is at our Community Center which is very lnmited. Our commumty does not have a Community
College, or any other institutions of higher-learning beyond our single High School which docs not ofler
these services o the public

The lack of access to technology makes it almost impossible to manage and obtain needed information in
an 1solated area like Pagosa Springs  Some examples would be: employment ads requiring a response by
email, information on health issues and treatment options helping residents to make prudent and efficient
choices, financial instruments that can be researched online to find the best mortgage, or automobile
{oans, online education to open new employment oppertunitics for local residents. Improved computing
facilitics at the library would also help residents-have better access to their government. such as the
Archuleta County website where we publish cur agendas, press relcases. documents. budgets. and forms
that are meant to assist the public in staying mformed. Residents without internet and computers are often
icfi out since there 1s no other timely method to communicate with them.

mproved computig Yacilities at our library would greatly enhance cur community's connection with the
outside world ag well as provide options for owr residents to be better informed. better cducated, and have
yore options when challenges arse 1t wall aiso assist in government bemmg able o communicaic in a
more tmely fashion and have more wnformation avariable to the public to keep them informed and
provide betier service The Archuietz County Board of County Commissionerg hag representation on the
Upper San Juan Library District and along with the cxcellent hibrary staff, will imake sure that every dollar
will be maximized for the bencfit of the public  Plcasc consider our library [or the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program

pors

Sinceraly,

é L@ P @QE@ v e

Cliffchd A, Lucero. Robert C Moomaw, Achn Ranson,

F N St .
Chats Commissioner Commissioncr
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PAGOSA SPRINGS

AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
The Best Of Colorado

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Ave.

Denver, CO 80203

Decar Mr. Hainer,

On behalf of the Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of Commerce, I would like to
submit a letter of support for the Ruby Sisson Memorial Library that is applying for the
Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program.

The technology world is changing cxponentially and even a rural community such
as Pagosa must keep up. At the present time, we are scraping by with a minimum of
equipment and technology services. The Ruby Sisson Library is one of the most accessible
and frequently rccommended sites that our Chamber and Visitor Center recommends to
people who need computer access while traveling.

It is not only our visitors however that utilize the library’s computer services. It is a
rarity when I go into the library (and | am a fairly [requent visitor) that I do not scc every
computer station occupied. Many of our residents, especially our youth and senior basc.
cannot afford their own computer and so use the services that the library provides. With
enhanced and increased tcchnolopy and computers, the need can be slightly reduced and
give even more people the opportunity to use these computers for school work or job
search. Currently, Pagosa is facing a drastic reduction in work force with the
unemployment rate at 6.7% - unfortunatcly continuing at a steady increasc.

With the grant we will also be able to fulfill a much needed pap in our community —
web cams for videoconferencing. Duc to our rural position and oftcn weather, meeting
attendance is difficult and a chronic complaint from residents in many businesses. With
this technology enhancement. we can tic into larger communitics and go from conference
calling to video conferencing.

Our job at the chamber is to assist the members of our community with development
opportumtics, resources. services and cducation. How could we not strongly support the
Ruby Sisson Library in their endeavor to help provide enhanced technology services for the
betterment of the community thercby emulating our goals? | hope that we will be one of
the recipients of the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program and appreciate your
consideration,

Sincerely, .

< ] -7 / / 2
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7 B o

Mary Jo Coulthan

B
Executive Director
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Archuleta County Education Center, Inc,
PO. Box 107% Pagoso Springs. CO 81147-1079

March 2, 2010

Ms. Jackie Welch, Director
Ruby M. Sisson Library

P.O. Box 849

Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147

Dear Ms. Welch;

Please accept this letter of support for your application to the Colorado State Uibrary for
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds in expanding Public Computer Centers
that will enrich services in our community. The Archuleta County Education Center is an
advocate for the use of technology in maximizing access to responsible content that
advances and profits the learner.

Rural communities are generally limited in education and training content particularly at
postsecondary levels, but the creation of infrastructure that expands web-accessed
learning can be extended to every level of learner. Fortunately, Pagosa Springs has
extraordinary bandwidth capacity for a community ow size that will enable extensive
utility of what this grant will provide. Best of luck.

Erely

Nl )
\ PR e
Q&Wﬂ

%
Don T, Getdwin, Ph.D.
Edectitive Dicector

DI

BNy Friner
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March 2, 2010

tugene Hiner, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
210 E Colfax Ave

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I'am the Director at the Pagosa Springs Youth Center. This letter is written to you
to show our support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center
application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. The thought
of enhancing our computing and Internet access at the Ruby M. Sisson Memorial
Library for our community is an amazing opportunity.

Our wonderful rural community has very little youth services to offer compared to
other communities. The Ruby M. Sisson Library has been a central, reliable, safe
and creative place for our youth. The demographics and the location of this
community makes access hard for our youth and our families. Increasing the
ability to job search, educational support and having access to reliable health
information would fill a gap in our community needs.

With our remote location, webinars, videoconferencing and trainings are much
more feasible if we could have reliable access to that communication. With
education cuts across the nation the collaborative efforts of community
partnerships, like the local library will play even a greater part in education for our
children. The Pagosa Springs Youth Center relies on sending students to the
fibrary for extra support since we do not have our own computers. The
community looks to the library as a resource to get their computing needs met
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since we are a community with a high poverty rate. The easy access at the library
allows the underserved to have their needs met as well.

The thought of having ADA compliant work stations is exciting as again our
population of special needs community members find access and programming
nonexistent in this small rural community. Centrally located in town our sight
impaired elderly population will greatly benefit. There are endless ways that
youth and the aging population can collaborate on learning more computer skills
together.

As a collaborative partner we would definitely utilize the multi communication
training opportunities and promote the library as a tool for our youth to use for
bettering their education. We would not be able contribute financial match at
this time but we support the programming to include our at risk youth in how to
look for jobs opportunities, or explore other healthy lifestyle choices. We
certainly would utilize the resource it would afford our community.

If we are awarded this grant the impact would be significant for not only our
community members but for those who visit here in southern Colorado. The
Pagosa Springs Youth Center appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission
of this grant and the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration’s consideration of this application.

Smcereiy,

VIJ
}Odnne rons

Pagosa Springs Youth Center Director

88
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Office of the Mavyor

Ross Aragbn

Box 76

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
{970} 264-4151

March 8, 2010

Eugene Hainer
Assistant Comnmissioner
Colorado State Library
201 East Colfax Ave.
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer

On behalf of the residents of the Town of Pagosa Springs, I am writing in support of the Colorado
State Library’s Computer Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

In the 21% Century, broadband technologies are eritically important to the success of communities.
Compared to larger commumities that have access to state-of-the-art broadband technologies, the Town of
Pagosa Springs is at a competitive disadvantage educationally and economically,

The enhanced computing and Internet access through expanded broadband capacity at the Ruby
M. Sisson Memorial Library is an important step toward ow community being competitive educationally,
economically and socially. Of particular interest to the Council is streamlining the interaction among the
Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library, Archuleta School District 30 Joint, Town of Pagosa Springs,
Archuleta County and our community 's busingsses. Providing timely access to e-povernrnent and health
information websites is also very important to the welfare of Town of Pagosa Springs residents.

Acquining these broadband technologies will result in an expanded business and employment base
for our residents and an increase in local Job opportunities for our high school graduates. In particular,
adding video-conferencing capabilities will expand the community’s access to on-line learning, including
college level courses. This important service will benefit the community’s students, job seekers and
businesses.

Again, residents of the Town of Pagosa Springs support the Colorado State Library's Computer
Lenter application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities and Program

Respectfuily

L Oeasr

Ross Arapon
Mavor




February 9, 2010

Sharon Morris

Director of Library Development
Colorado State Library

201 East Colfax Avenue

Denver, Colorado 80203

Dear Ms. Morris:

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to participate in the BTOP Public Computing Center
grant application. Wray is a small city of approximately 2,000 located on the eastern plains of
Colorado. Our library serves a county-wide community of approximately 4,000 patrons, and at
the present time, we have only three computers for public use. We have many people in the
community for whom the library computers are their only access to research. job opportunities
and just general information. With only three available public computers, we turn away patrons
on a daily basis simply because we don’t have the computer facilities to accommodate them.
Our library director and staff have done a wonderful job incorporating public computers and
training into the library programs, but we need more computers.

We have been planning the expansion of the library for almost ten years now, and have just
recently received authorization from the City to move ahead. Our building was built in 1968,
and our expansion plans will include the installation of all new electrical. mechanical and
plumbing systems. We want to make sure all the new systems will accommodate at least 10
computers in the expanded facility. The library and existing computers are completely ADA
accessible, as will be the case when we expand. We look forward to being able to offer
upgraded, more rapid Internet capacity to library patrons.

We appreciate your consideration in including the Wray Public Library as a part of the grant
application and look forward to hearing from vou about the possibility of new computers for our
expanded library.

Very truly yours,
ot dds P Dl
Nikki M. Obourn

Trustee and Secretary
Wray Public Library Board of Trustees




Feb. 12, 2010

Eugene Hainer
Colorado State Library

I am supporting the Colorado State Library application for grant funds
for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

My support is on behalf of my community of Wray, Colo. and our li-
brary, the Wray Public Library. The library is in need of additional tech-
nology in order {o better serve our community. Specifically, they need
more computers and faster internet for our rural population.

While our library is already a great asset to our community and pro-
vides countless valuable services, it currently has only three computers
available for public use. This number does not adequately provide for
the community’s needs.

These computers are used by people of all ages and of varied interests
and purposes. Students taking on-line courses use the computers for
continuing their education. Many of our public school students don't
have access to a computer at home, so they use the library computers
to do research and complete their homework.

Our community has also been strongly hit by the weakened economy,
and many people are now using the computers to look for work and file
for unemployment.

In addition to employment and education purposes, the library comput-
ers serve as a source of entertainment and socialization for young and
old alike.

Because of the varied needs of Wray's community members, the Wray
Public Library neads funds for betier technology o provide opportuni-
ties for their patrons.

Please strongly consider the Colorado State Library Application for
grant funds as you decide how to distribute your funds. | know my
community and our library will greatly benefit from your generosity.

Sincerely,




Colorado State Library BTOP PCC Grant Application - Letters of Support

Participating Library Entity City State
Statewide Governor Bill Ritter Denver co
Statewide Senator Mark Udall Washington DC
Statewide Representative John Salazar Washington DC
Statewide Representative Jared Polis Washington DC
Statewide Representative Diana DeGette Washington DC
Statewide Assistive Technology Partners Grand Junction co
Statewide Special Populations and Issues Committee Denver co
Alamosa-Southern Peaks Blue Peaks Developmental Services Alamosa co
Alamosa-Southern Peaks Alamosa Chamber of Commerce Alamosa co
Alamosa-Southern Peaks Trinidad State Junior College - Valley Campus Alamosa co
Alamosa-Southern Peaks Mayor of Alamosa Alamosa co
Burlington Colorado Welcome Center in Burlington Burlington co
Burlington Burlington Public Library Board of Trustees Burlington co
Burlington Eastern Colorado Workforce Center - Burlington Burlington co
Carnegie City of Monte Vista Monte Vista co
Carnegie Rio Grande County Board of County Commissioners Del Norte co
Carnegie San Luis Valley Rural Electric Co-op Monte Vista co
Carnegie Valley Communications Companies Monte Vista co
Carnegie Trinidad State Junior College Trinidad co
Carnegie Trinidad School District #1 Trinidad co
Cortez Southwest Colorado Workforce Center Durango co
Cortez Sleeping Ute Mountain Chapter of DAR Cortez co
Cortez Montezuma-Cortez School District Cortez co
Cortez Cortez Area Chamber of Commerce Cortez co
Del Norte Chamber of Commerce Del Norte co
Del Norte Rio Grande County Board of County Commissioners Del Norte co
Del Norte High Valley Community Center Del Norte co
Del Norte Del Norte Federal Bank Del Norte co
Delta Blue Sage Center for the Arts Paonia co
Delta Creamery Arts Center Hotchkiss co
Delta Delta Chamber of Commerce Delta co
Delta Friends of the Delta Public Library Delta co
Delta Family Literacy and Resource Program Delta co
Delta Hotchkiss Community Chamber of Commerce Hotchkiss co
Delta Kids Pasta Project Paonia co
Delta KVNF Radio Paonia co
Delta Meth-Free Delta County Delta co
Delta Paonia Chamber of Commerce Paonia co
Delta Rotary Club of Paonia Colorado Paonia co
Delta Town of Paonia Paonia co
Delta North Fork Vision Home and Community Program Paonia co
Denver Athmar Park Patrons Denver co
Denver Byers Patrons Denver co
Denver City of Denver - Chief Information Officer Denver co
Denver Jeanne Robb, Denver City Council, District 10 Denver co
Denver City and County of Denver, Office of the Mayor Denver co
Denver Docent Letter Denver co
Denver Escuela Tlatelolco Denver co
Denver Community Technology Center Customers Denver co
Dolores County Dolores County Public Library Dove Creek co
Dolores County Dolores County Board of Commissioners Dove Creek co
Dolores County Dolores County Health Association Dove Creek co
Dolores County 7th Street Elementary School Dove Creek co
Dolores County Dolores County School District Re-2J Dove Creek co
Dolores Public Library Southwest Colorado Workforce Center Durango co
Dolores Public Library Dolores Chamber of Commerce Dolores co
Dolores Public Library Dolores Community Center Association Dolores co
Dolores Public Library Dolores School District RE-4A Dolores co
East Morgan Brush Chamber of Commerce Brush co
East Morgan Friends Organization of East Morgan County Library Brush co
East Morgan Brush Public Schools RE-2) Brush co
Elbert Big Sandy School District 100-J Simla co
Elbert Town of Simla Simla co
Elbert Board of County Commissioners Kiowa co
Elbert Eastern Colorado Workforce Center - Elizabeth Elizabeth co
Elbert Colorado East Community Action Agency Stratton co
Elbert Agate School District #300 Agate co
Elbert DOW, District Wildlife Manager Elbert co
Fleming Fleming Town Council - Dan Conn Fleming co
Fleming Frenchman RE-3 School District Fleming co
Fleming Fleming Town Council - Clay Gorman Fleming co
Fleming Fleming Library Association Fleming co
Fort Morgan Fort Morgan Senior Center Fort Morgan co
Fort Morgan Fort Morgan Workforce Center Fort Morgan co
Fort Morgan Morgan County Economic Development Corporation Fort Morgan co
Fort Morgan OneMorgan County Fort Morgan co
Fowler Tri-County Housing & Community Develoment Corporation Fowler co
Fowler Town of Fowler Fowler co
Fowler Chamber of Commerce Fowler co
Gunnison Literacy Action Program - GED Gunnison co
Gunnison City of Gunnison Gunnison co
Gunnison Gunnison County Board of County Commissioners Gunnison co
Gunnison Gunnison County Chamber of Commerce Gunnison co
Gunnison CSU Gunnison County Extension Gunnison co
Gunnison Early Childhood Council Gunnison co
Gunnison Western State College Gunnison co
Lamar Southeast Colorado Workforce Region - Lamar Rocky Ford co
Lamar Prowers County Board of County Commissioners Lamar co
Lamar Lamar Chamber of Commerce Lamar co
Lamar City of Lamar Lamar co
Las Animas-Bent County Bent County Board of County Commissioners Las Animas co
Las Animas-Bent County State Senator Ken Kester Las Animas co
Las Animas-Bent County Las Animas Elementary School Las Animas co
Las Animas-Bent County City of Las Animas Las Animas co
Las Animas-Bent County Bent County Development Foundation Las Animas co
Limon Eastern Colorado Workforce Center - Limon Limon co
Limon Limon Child Development Center Limon co
Limon Limon Chamber of Commerce Limon co

Limon John Balentyne Patron Letter Limon co



Colorado State Library BTOP PCC Grant Application - Letters of Support

Limon Janice Gill Patron Letter Limon co
Limon David Ratzlaff Patron Letter Limon co
Mancos Mancos Valley Chamber of Commerce Mancos co
Mancos Town of Mancos Trustee Mancos co
Mesa County Grand Junction Small Business Development Center Grand Junction co
Mesa County Colorado Immigrant Rights Coalition Montrose co
Mesa County Business Incubator Center Grand Junction co
Mesa County Grand Junction Area Chamber of Commerce Grand Junction co
Montrose Montrose County Board of County Commissioners Montrose co
Montrose City of Montrose Montrose co
Montrose Western Workforce Region Montrose co
Montrose Montrose County School District RE-1J Montrose co
Montrose Montrose County Schools ESL/Migrant Coordinator Montrose co
Nucla Town of Nucla Nucla co
Nucla West End Public School District RE-2 Naturita co
Nucla The Citizens State Bank of Ouray, Montrose County Branch Naturita co
Nucla West End Family Link Center Nucla co
Nucla West End 4-H Livestock Nucla co
Ordway Crowley County Nursing Center Ordway co
Pikes Peak Colorado Springs Senior Center Colorado Springs co
Pikes Peak Pikes Peak Community Action Agency Colorado Springs co
Pikes Peak Pikes Peak Community College Colorado Springs co
Pikes Peak Greater Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce Colorado Springs co
Pikes Peak Harrison School District 2 Colorado Springs co
Pikes Peak Colorado Springs Economic Development Corporation Colorado Springs co
Poudre River CORE Center Fort Collins co
Poudre River The Family Center/La Familia Fort Collins co
Pueblo Pueblo Community College Pueblo co
Pueblo Southern Colorado Small Business Development Center Pueblo co
Pueblo El Pueblo Learning & Techology Services Pueblo co
Pueblo Fray Angelico Chapter, GSHA-Pueblo Pueblo co
Pueblo Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Pueblo Pueblo co
Pueblo The Center for Disabilities Pueblo co
Pueblo City of Pueblo Office of the City Council Pueblo co
Pueblo Board of Pueblo County Commissioners Pueblo co
Pueblo Pueblo Workforce Center Pueblo co
Rangeview City of Commerce City Commerce City co
Red Feather Larimer County Board of County Commissioners Fort Collins co
Red Feather Red Feather Lakes Planning Advisory Committee Red Feather Lakes co
Red Feather Red Feather Lakes Fire Protection District Red Feather Lakes co
Red Feather Red Feather Lakes Elementary School Red Feather Lakes co
Red Feather Miramont Family Medicine of Red Feather Lakes Red Feather Lakes co
Rocky Ford Southeast Colorado Workforce Region - Rocky Ford Rocky Ford co
Rocky Ford Chris' Computer Connection Rocky Ford co
Rocky Ford Rocky Ford School District Rocky Ford co
Silverton Patron Letter Silverton co
Silverton San Juan Development Association Silverton co
Silverton Town of Silverton Silverton co
Silverton Silverton Area Chamber of Commerce Silverton co
Southern Teller Patron Letter Cripple Creek co
Southern Teller Cripple Creek-Victor School District Cripple Creek co
Southern Teller Aspen Mine Center Cripple Creek co
Spanish Peaks Las Animas Huerfano County Family Resource Center Walsenburg co
Spanish Peaks Huerfano Board of County Commissioners Walsenburg co
Spanish Peaks Spanish Peaks Regional Health Center Walsenburg co
Spanish Peaks City of Walsenburg Walsenburg co
Spanish Peaks Huerfano County Chamber of Commerce Walsenburg co
Sterling RE-1 Valley School District Sterling co
Sterling Eastern Colorado Workforce Center - Sterling Sterling co
Swink Swink School District Swink co
Trinidad/Carnegie Trinidad & Las Animas County Chamber of Commerce Trinidad co
Trinidad/Carnegie South Central Colorado Workforce Center Rocky Ford co
Trinidad/Carnegie Friends of Historic Branson Branson co
Upper San Juan Archuleta Board of County Commissioners Pagosa Springs co
Upper San Juan Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of Commerce Pagosa Springs co
Upper San Juan Archuleta County Education Center Pagosa Springs co
Upper San Juan Town of Pagosa Springs Pagosa Springs co
Upper San Juan Pagosa Springs Youth Center Pagosa Springs co
Wray Sampson Patron Letter Wray co

Wray Weray Public Library Board of Trustees Wray co



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
136 State Capitol Building
Denver, Colorado 80203

{303) 866 - 2471

{303) 866 - 2003 fax

March 10, 2010 Bill Ritter, Jr.
Governor

Administrator Lawrence Strickland

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Deparment of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Colorado State Library’s Application for Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
Public Computer Cender Grant

Dear Mr. Strickland:

I urge you and your BTOP team to support the application submitted by the Colorado State Library, in
partnership with 76 Colorado public libraries and two Ute tribal libraries. The grant will impact a total
service area of 2.5 million people with training and resources to underserved and unserved populations
including those with low income, low education levels, low broadband penetration, and disabilities.

In my own path to achievement I utilized the public library in my community to gain knowledge that
helped me excel. Through this grant, we would like to afford other Coloradans with the opportunity that
access to the Internet and 21¥ Century resources can provide. With this grant, Colorado will be adding
692 laptops, 450 desktops, 68 ADA stations, 55 laptop carts, and other hardware and software to these
public computer centers. These additional computers will reduce wait times in public libraries and allow
the state and local agencies to provide training and support for those with highest need.

One goal of this grant program is to offer 10,000 classes over a two-year period in the various computer
labs throughout the state. The State Library has developed partnerships to make this feasible including
the Colorado Department of Labor Workforce Centers, Colorado Community College System, Colorado
Adult Education and Family Literacy, Colorado GED Testing Centers, College in Colorado, National
Libraries of Medicine, and the Colorado Department of Education English Language Acquisition Unit.
Along with much-needed basic computer training, residents in these 76 communities will have training
opportunities in workforce development, English as a second language, and resources such as GED and
college preparation, consumer health, and other online learning and research tools.

At a local level, public and tribal libraries are collaborating with town and regional partners as witnessed
by the 25+ partnership letters submitted from local agencies. Colorado is a locally strong state. Each
community is planning for the most effective use of the public computer centers to meet the specific
needs of each community. In Lamar, for example, the Future Business Leaders of America at the high




school intend to provide computer training classes for the public. In Red Feather Lakes, emergency
services is needing these computers to access online training which would otherwise be unavailable to
them in their remote location. In Cortez, the Sleeping Ute Mountain Chapter of D.A.R. is preparing
genealogy classes.

For each of these 76 communities, local plans are beginning, Included in the application are 158 letters of
support from city and county agencies, Chambers of Commerce, school districts, community colleges,
and other local entities as a testament to the excitement and need for these Public Computer Centers in
these diverse locations.

The Colorado State Library has a proven track record of implementing statewide inttiatives in local
libraries. In 2008, with an additional $1,000,000 in state funds allocated for online databases, the State
Library put together a package for local libraries that saw a 76% increase in the use of resources. This
success is due to a strategic roll out which included statewide training and marketing support for local
libraries and staff.

I strongly urge you to support the Colorado State Library’s proposal for Public Computer Centers in
Colorado. With BTOP Public Computer Centers, the neediest Coloradans will have the resources they
need to improve their education and their lives, Thank you for your consideration. Please keep my office
informed of any developments related to this proposal.

Sincerely,
Bill Ritter, Jr.
Governor




Members of the Review Panel

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Review Panel Members:

I am pleased to write this letter of support on behalf of the Colorado State Library. The
Colorado State Library is working to secure federal funding through the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program. The Colorado State Library seeks to use this funding to dramatically improve
broadband access at libraries in 78 different locations across the State of Colorado.

With the funds received from this grant, the Colorado State Library will create a new program,
Bridging Colorado’s Great Digital Divide. Bridging Colorado’s Great Digital Divide is designed
to provide for the computing needs of residents living in areas with high rates of poverty and
limited access to free public computers with broadband Internet connections. The program
hopes to provide 76 community libraries and two Ute Indian Tribal Centers with 795 laptop
computers, 472 desktop computers, 57 mobile laptop carts, and 70 ADA compliant workstations.
The program also plans to provide participating libraries and community centers with training
and educational resources. Each location can help individuals by providing training in basic
computer skills, essential software applications, access to online employment databases,
commiunity and governmental resources, and a connection to online learning programs.

The facilities enabled by funds from this grant will help address serious needs for broadband
internet access among poor and unemployed Coloradans. I ask that you give the Colorado State
Library’s application every appropriate consideration consistent with all applicable laws and
regulations.

Sincerely,

Mark Udall
United States Senator
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March 5, 2010

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Colorado State Library’s Application for Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program Public Computing Center Grant

Dear members of the BTOP Review Panel:

I urge you to support an application submitted by the Colorado State Library, in partnership with
76 public libraries, two Ute Indian reservations, the National Library of Medicine, Colorado
Workforce Centers, College in Colorado, Colorado Family and Adult Education, Colorado GED
Testing Centers, and local immigrant facilities for a Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program (BTOP) Public Computing Center Grant through the Department of Commerce. With
these funds, the Colorado State Library hopes to implement their “Bridging Colorado’s Great
Digital Divide” project, which aims to provide additional computer equipment and enhance
access to public computing centers for educational purposes, computer skills training, job
database searches, and government resources for communities with high poverty rates.

As a fifth generation farmer and rancher from the San Luis Valley and a champion of rural
Colorado, I understand how important (rlauaiity public internet access and computer skills training
are for my constituents in Colorado’s 3™ Congressional District. With BTOP Computing Center
funds, the Colorado State Library will purchase 692 laptop computers, 450 desktop computers,
55 mobile laptop carts, and 68 ADA compliant work stations for libraries throughout Colorado,
including 34 in my rural district. The applicants also plan to provide training in basic computer
skills, accessing college education, adult education, consumer health information, english-as-a-
second-language training and work force development

I strongly urge you to support this proposal. With BTOP Public Computing Center funds, the
Colorado State Library has an incredible opportunity to serve as a credible umbrella agency with
a successful track record of success to pool limited resources to accomplish together what no one

134 WEST B STREET 225 NorTH 5111 STREET, STE 702 609 MAIN STREET, #6 813 MAIN AVENUE, STE 300
PuEBLO, CO 81003 Granp JuncTion, CO 81501 ALAMOSA, CO 81101 Duranco, CC 81301
719-543-8200 970-245-7107 719-587-5105 970-259-1012

719-543-8204 (Fax) 570-245-2194 (Fax) 719-587-5137 (Fax) 970-259-9467 {FAX)




entity could accomplish alone. Thank you for your consideration. Please keep my Alamosa
office informed of any developments related to this proposal.

Sincerely,

Z/ i
ohn T. Salazar

Member of Congress
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March 9, 2010

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
1401 Constitution Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20230

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing to express my strong support for the Colorado State Library’s American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act BTOP Public Computing Center Grant Application.

Public computer access in libraries and on reservations is essential for these populations to
access education, basic computer skills training, jobs databases, government resources, and other
online resources.

Should this grant application be approved, the grant funding would go towards enhancing and
creating public computing access in 76 communities and the two Ute Indian Tribe centers in
Colorado. The additional computers will serve areas with high poverty rates and vulnerable
populations.

For many of our neediest citizens, libraries are often the only place 1o access the internet free of
cost. Unfortunately, in a time when citizens have an especially strong need for expanded free
public internet access, local budgets have been cut, which has resulted in decreased access

[ strongly endorse the CSL’s planned BTOP proposal to provide training in the areas of basic
computer skills, accessing college education, adult education, consumer health information,
english as a second language, and workforce development. These align with some of the
strongest needs in Colorado.

The proposal’s strategy of community outreach, hbrary staff training and development of state-
wide and local partnerships is an effective strategy o meet these needs. The addition of 2 public
awareness marketing campaign will help to inform these populations of the vital need to adapt to

o]

online technology 1 the 21* Century.

Furthermore, the Colorado State Library has a track record for successfully managing grants and
assisting local libraries in meeting the needs of Colorado communities. [ believe they are highly
qualified to execute the outlined grant application.
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[ encourage you to support the Colorado State Library’s grant application, consistent with all
applicable laws and regulations.

mceerely,

ared Polis
Member of Congress



February 25, 2010

Honorable Larry Strickland

Assistant Secretary of Commerce

Administrator, National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U. S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20230

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:

| am writing to support the application of the Colorado State Library for a second round American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) Broadband Technology Opportunity Program Public
Computing Center grant. If funded, the State of Colorado will create or enhance seventy-eight public
computer centers in Colorado, including seven in the First Congressional District, in low-income, diverse
and underserved areas, including the state’s Native American tribes. With this funding, nearly $4 million
will be used to expand computing capacity in libraries, schools and community centers through a series
of fixed and mobile computer labs.

The project will use community outreach, library staff training, and development of state-wide, local and
other partnerships to meet community needs. Current partners include, but are not limited to: The Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Denver Public Library and more than seventy other libraries
throughout the state, the Mountain Ute and Southern Ute Tribal Museum and tribes, College in
Colorado, and, the Colorado Community College system,

The grant proposal focuses on four areas of need of interest to the citizens of Colorado: 1) increasing
minority and rural access to education; 2} in sing education levels; 3} increasing income levels; and,
4} providing computing center access to disabl | persons. This project, in addition to providing access to
core programs, will provide sessions for high school students on college admissions, online college
courses and financial aid resources. As a pilot State for computer-based testing for the General
Education Degree (GED), it will increase public access that will enhance the goals of the project to
improve educational services and computer skills training to those who do not have college degrees.
Each of the upgraded libraries will have jobs database access, in partnership with state and local

agencies that provide workforce development programs levering computers. ADA-compliant




Congress of the United Slates
HWashington, BC 20515

workstations will be provided and library staff will be trained to engage and serve disabled and elderly
citizens.

Please give the Colorado State Library’s collaborative application for a Broadband Technology
Opportunity Program Public Computing Center Grant application you appropriate consideration. Thank
you for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

z%%«;@%

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress
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March 5, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Re: Colorado State Library Public Computing Center Grant Proposal
“Bridging Colorado’s Great Digital Divide”

Dear Grant Review Panel:

I am pleased to write this letter in support of the Colorado State Library’s application for a Public
Computing Center Grant in the second round of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding
through the NTIA/BTOP program.

The proposed project, “Bridging Colorado’s Great Digital Divide” will provide enhanced public
computing access at public libraries in a total of 76 Colorado communities including the Denver Public
Library, as well as at two Ute Indian Tribal Centers. The project will address the needs of Colorado
residents living in areas with high rates of poverty and unemployment and limited access to free public
computing facilities and free broadband Internet connectivity.

As individuals and families have faced the challenges of the economic downturn and increased
unemployment, they have increasingly turned to public libraries. For many of these vulnerable
individuals, their local public library is the only place that provides free computing and online resources.
This access to computers and the Internet is essential for basic educational needs, computer skills training,
job search skills, employment databases, and community, government and other online resources.

Just as people have faced hardships, communities have been similarly impacted by the economic
situation. Cities around the country, including the City of Denver, are finding that decreased revenues
make it impossible to provide additional funding to update and improve library public computing centers.
The Colorado State Library’s proposed project will provide the computers and equipment needed to
enhance these computing centers in 78 Colorado communities.

The “Bridging Colorado’s Great Digital Divide” proposal requests a total of 1,175 new computers to be
distributed among the 78 Colorado locations. The Denver Public Library would receive 257 of these
computers to be used at the Central Library and at six of DPL’s branches located in neighborhoods with
high levels of poverty, unemployment, minority populations and non-English speakers. These new
computers will enable DPL to provide

well-equipped computer labs and training facilities for Denver residents having a great need for and
limited free access to computers and the Internet.



The Colorado State Library’s proposed project will also provide training and education services that will
help meet Denver’s and Colorado’s greatest challenges, including: training in basic computer skills and
essential software applications, workforce development, adult education, access to college education,
English language learning and access to consumer health and financial information.

The proposal includes a strategic plan of community outreach, library staff development, and
implementation of a statewide network of local partnerships to leverage resources and provide ongoing
sustainability for the project. Also included is a marketing campaign geared toward the targeted
populations, stressing the vital importance of developing the technology skills essential to 21% Century
success.

Colorado State Library’s staff has a strong record of managing grants and assisting local libraries in
meeting the needs of Colorado communities. They wiil bring this expertise to the snccessful

implementation of the proposed Public Computing Center project.

Thank you for your consideration of this application. I strongly endorse funding of this project on behalf
of the residents of the City of Denver and the State of Colorado.

Sincerely,

John W. Hickenlooper
Mayor



l
i
@

o000
Assistive Technology Partners

BREAKING BARRIERS, CHANGING LIVES

February 5, 2010
Dear BTOP Proposal Reviewer,

This is a letter of support for the Colorado State Library's grant proposal for Public
Computing Centers in Colorado libraries.

The Colorado State Library (CSL) grant proposal includes the acquisition of ADA public
work stations at each participating library. This inclusion of hardware and software to
meet the needs of the blind, vision impaired and physically handicapped is vital to
serving the needs of our disabled population.

Our agency Assistive Technology Partners/WesTAC provides training and support for
those with disabilities in Western Colorado. We recognize that the addition of ADA
workstations in nearby public libraries will increase the ability of our clients to gain better
access to computers as well as learn increased proficiency.

Assistive Technology Partners/WesTAC has reviewed and provided input into the
components of these workstations that the CSL intends to place in the libraries. We
believe that the specific components are standard solutions which would meet the
needs of many Colorado's handicapped residents. Because many of our clients are
unable to afford computers and the addition equipment at home, we look forward to
sending them to the public library as an option during and after their work with us.

Having these ADA workstations will significantly increase the libraries’ ability to service
the ADA community with both informal access to computers and the Intranet as well as
with the formal training and computer support which is also a part of this grant
application. We believe this is a nice complement to the training and programs we offer.

Sincerelz; 6\

Denice Roberts

Instructor/Assistive Technology Specialist
ATPMWesTAC

Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation
University of Colorado Denver

2897 North Avenue, Modular 3A

Grand Junction, CO 81501

970-248-0876 phone

970-248-0877 fax/tty

Website: www.assistivetechnologypartners.org

" University of Colorado at Denver
- and Health Sciences Center
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Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Ave,

Dear Mr. Hainer,

I am the Executive Director at Blue Peaks Developmental Services, Inc. We provide services and supports
for developmentally disabled individuals and their families. On behalf of my organization, | am writing in
support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband’
Technology Opportunities Program. | am particularly excited about the benefits that enhanced
computing and Internet access at the Southern Peaks Public Library will bring to our community.

Our community does not have this type of technology available for.our consumers and their families at
present and most of them cannot afford their own. Ours is a very vulnerable population with very few
options available to them. This would allow them and their families the ability to compete on a larger
scale.

We strive to prepare our consumers to be contributing members of the community and be as
independent as possible. The use of the computers and Internet access will provide information and
assistance in ways that are unexplored at this time. This will help some of our folks to be on a more even
level with other members of our society.

! feel that some of our consumers will find this a challenge to use but with the proper training and
support will also find it rewarding. It will open some educational and work avenues that are non-existent
" now. | also feel the rest of the community will utilize the library more frequently and this could lead to
better relationships between agencies and business concerns.

Working with Southern Peaks Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope they are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our
community and our consumers.

Blue Peaks appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration’s Consideration of the application.

Sincerely,

John E. Kreiner
Executive Director
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Executive Director

719-588-7609 cell

Alamosa County
Chamber of Commerce

#

March 4, 2010

Fugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 806203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am the Executive Director at the Alamosa County Economic Development
Corporation and the Alamosa County Chamber of Commerce. On behalf of my
organization, | am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public
Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.
[ am particularly excited about the benefits, such as helping our residents keep up with
employment and job seeking skills, that enhanced computing and Internet access at the
Southern Peaks Public Library will bring to our community.

The San Luis Valley is isolated from the rest of the world by distance and significant
mountain passes. Our economy has struggled for a long time. The funds the Southern
Peaks Public Library is seeking will help bridge that isolation with access to computer
technology and the internet. The availability of this technology will help residents to
keep up with the employment and job seeking skills that today’s business community
demands. The Alamosa County Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development
Corporation will help promote the use of these resources in presentations, on our radio
interviews and our monthly newsletter. We will encourage the business community to
spread the word of its availability to their employees and their families.

Working with the Southern Peaks Public Library, a library participating in the
Colorado State Library proposal, we hope we arc awarded these funds because of the
significant impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Alamosa County Economic Development Corporation and Alamosa County
Chamber of Commerce appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the

National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Sincerely,

—

John E. Eland
Fxecutive Director

s

To Create and Sustuin Economic and Community Development in Cur County”
alamosa.org johneland@alamosacountyede.com
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Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr, Hainer:

1 am the Mayor of the City of Alamosa. On behalf of my constituents and City Council, I am writing in
support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited about the benefits such as the ADA
compliant work stations and computer features that will make computer access possible for a population
we’ve not been able to serve well in this capacity at the Southern Peaks Public Library in the past.

While the Southern Peaks Public Library is the most heavily utilized recreational opportunity in our
community, it lacks resources to serve all who wish to use it. Alamosa, and the San Luis Valley, are
among the poorest communities in the state of Colorado, and the nation, for that matter. Mzgzy people in
our community do not have the fortune of owning personal computers and heavily rely on our library to
provide that outlet for them. Our library not only serves the city of Alamosa, but also the entire San Luis
Valley, which has a population of nearly 50,000 people.

The city of Alamosa is committed to its public library. As a city with very limited resources and great
needs, we find it very difficult to keep up with the growing needs of such a valuable asset. While we will
continue to contribute and dedicate funds for operations and improvements, there is never enough to make
the kind of improvements that funding such as this would facilitate. This funding is crucial to provide
opportunities you will see within the application.

Our local library offers such a great service to the entire San Luis Valley by offering the use of computers.
The enhancement of this popular program will benefit our entire community. This will improve the ability
for people to access jobs, receive education, and gain information in order to increase their knowledge on
health related topics, and other information which would be at their fingertips with the computer
expansion/enhancement at our Southern Peaks Public Library.

Working with the Southern Peaks Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our community
and others throughout Colorado.

The City of Alamosa appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

wetteee 3 ((Gp

Kathleen J. Rogers, Mayor
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March 3, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the On Line, On Site Mathematics Instructor at the Alamosa
Campus of Trinidad State Junior College. On behalf of my organization,
I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public
Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited about the benefits,
such as allowing our math students internet access at times they
cannot be in class. Not all of the ALEKS Math students have computing
capabilities at home. Enhanced computing and Internet access at the
Southern Peaks Public Library will bring flexible classroom teaching to
our community.

. My students are in the non-traditional remedial math category. This
expanded access will be of great assistance in helping to overcome
many of the obstacles to education they face. Two examples are the
parent with small children who cannot be present in a traditional
classroom, or the worker attempting to gain an education while
holding a job.

The library will provide easier access to the on-line math classroom
since TSIC students come from all over the San Luis Valley. We at
times do not have enough computers available in the Math classroom.
Other obstacles to attendance include weather, the high cost of
gasoline, baby sitter problems, and conflicts with the area schools.



March 3, 2010
Page 2 of 2

The type of financial match will be training. These math students will
be trained to be computer literate in their math class.

We will determine the impact by data collected when a student logs
into the math class. The math instructor gets a “Time and Topic”
report which list the number of topics mastered per hour/log-in.

Working with the Southern Peaks Public Library, a library participating
in the Colorado State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these
funds because of the significant impact on both our community and
others throughout Colorado.

The Trinidad Alamosa Campus appreciates the Colorado State Library’s
submission and the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

v
Andre’ Jackson
Mathematics Instructor

CSMG
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Fugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Coliax Avenue

Denver, CO 806203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the Manager of the Colorado Welcome Center in Burlington. I work directly for the
Colorado Tourism Office and the Office of Economic Development and Interantional
Trade. On behalf of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program. [ am particularly excited about the benefits to the traveling
public that we serve here at the Welcome Center who may need enhanced computing
and Internet access at the Burlington Public Library while they are visiting our
community or are here for an extended stay and need that sort of assistance to keep in
touch with family and business partners.

Our community is perfectly situated on interstate 70 to serve the needs of travelers as
they pass by. Burlington is a haven for them during bad weather and a great place to stop
overnight or to visit our attractions or attend one of our various events. However we are
a small locale in an agricultural area that is hard hit by economic downturns. Our
population supports what it can but we rely heavily on the influx of tourism dollars as a
vital source of income to our local economy. Providing all possible services,
likeBroadband Internet access to these travelers increases the likelihood that they may
spend more time and money in our community.

At the Welcome Center we serve around 200,000 people per year heading west bound
into Colorado. Many of these travelers are in need of booking travel, searching real
estate options, looking for business opportunities and printing off documents while they
travel on business or leisure.

While 1-70 is a great avenue for us to capture travelers it also bypasses our community
and we struggle to capture all of the potential travel market as it passes by. The more we
can offer travelers and the better we promote what we offer .....the more people will stop
and stay. At the Welcome Center we are open 7 days a week and we can and will
promote the Burlington Public Library internet services to the 200,000 people who stop at
the Welcome Center.

Our mission as a state operated Welcome Center is to provide sincere hospitality, travel
assistance and information to influence travelers to stay longer and spend more money in
Colorado so that we can increase fax revenues. Longwoods International who studies
tourism expenditures nationally has shown that for every dollar Colorado spends to
promote itself the state collects $157 dollars in tax revenue. That saves the Colorado
family $400 per year in taxes they would normally have to pay that is paid by tourists to




February 24, 2010
Page 2 of 2

our state. We are able to have this great Return on Investment because we are efficient,
have a great product to offer and by leveraging our dollars to fullest extent. Offering a
great product with expanded services here in Burlington will create the same return on
your investment to our Library. By providing more travel related services in Burlington
we can influence them to stay here. The Burlington Library internet services would be
part of the services travelers are looking for.

] also believe the benefits of expanded internet services at the Library to our local citizens
is a great way to serve the community. Not everyone has access to a computer. This
would be a great benefit for our students, for families and for the elderly interested in
computer utilization.

Working with the Burlington Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact
on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Colorado Welcome Center appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and
the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Sincerely,

Kendra Rhoades, Mgr
Colorado Welcome Center
A division of the Colorado Tourism Office

and the Office of Economic Development and International Trade.
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March 3, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, Co 80203

Diear Wr. Hainer:

1 am the Labor and Employment Specialist at the Burlington Workforce Center (BWFC), On behalf of the
organization, | am writing insupport of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center Applications for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. Iam particularly excited about the benefits, such as expanding the
public computer Jab, as it will enhance computer and Internet access that the Burlington Public Library will be able
to offer to our community.

As a Colorade Workforce Center emplovee, 1 have seen first hand an increase in the local unemployment rates.
Families are falling into situational poverty or teetering on the edge, taking every opportunity to lower their daily
living expenses. Muary community members are experienving a need o eliminate luxwry items such as Internet
access. As a rural community the availability of these kinds of resources would be well received, and cover a wide
range of users and nesds. From grade school students needing research o older residents needing information and
even the occasional fraveler who is exploring what our coramunity mmay have fo offer.

As part of the Colorado Department of Labor & Employment workforce development programs the severity of
budget cuts is well understood. One of the services we provide is 3 public computers available at no cost to our
customers, however, it is not enough. We must limit their computer usage to employment related activities, Ona
regular basis we find it necessary to refer customers to the Burlington Public Library as a very professional
environment to complete work search activities. There is a need for more public computers with Intemnet
accessibility in our community.

1 am certain there would be more opportunity for members of the community to cenduct their work search while
influencing their family towards an educational environment. There would be a larger opportunity for the
Burlington Public Library to host community activities requiring computer applications or Internet accessibility.
BWEC welcomes the opportunity to partner with the Burlingtoh Public library in these gndeavors.

We consistently partner with the Burlington Public Library in hosting work experience opportunity for youths, as we
know local budgets are spread thin yet the quality of service they provide holds strong. Also we recommend their
services to families looking for an inexpénsive way to partake in educational family activities. Working with the
Burlington Public Library as it participates in the Colorado State Library proposal, we hope 1o see an award of funds
because of the significant impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Burlington Warkforce Center appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration on this application.

Sincersly,

Jennifer R, Beck ‘
Labor & Employment Specialist

BURLINGTON ELIZABETH FORT MORGAN LIMON STERLING YUMA
1490-A Martin Ave 392 Main 411 Bain Street, Suite 200 - 179 E Avenue NIC - Walker Hall #22 215 8. Main Street
PO, Box 115 PO. Box 538 Fort Morgan, CO 8701 PO. Box 875 100 College Tiive Yuma, CO 80759
Burlington, TO 80807 Elizabeth, CO 80107 (970) 8679401 Limon, CO 80828 Sterling, CO 80751 (970 848-3760

{719} 346-5331 {303) 646-2783 7193 775-2387 970y 5229340




RIO GRANDE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

rgcommissioner @riograndecounty.org

925 6th St., Room 207
Del Norle, Colorado February 24,2010
81132
(719} 657-2744

Fax (719) 657-2514

To Whom it May Concern:
BOARD OF
commissiongrs Rio Grande County Board of County Commissioners supports the application being made by
peugias . Davie the Carnegie Public Library for the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center for the

craman groadband Technology Opportunities Program.
Robert Hagedorn .

Commissioner

Carnegie Public Library is requesting funding for new computers and equipment so that the

Dennis Murphy. Jr. . .. . N . .
community members can obtain job search information, educational support for high-need

Vice Chairman

populations, and access to reliable health information and e-government websites.
somnisTRaTOR Being an economically depressed area with high unemployment, the Library is the only
suzane L Benton facifity that provides computers and internet access for a large portion of the population.
This is one of the major services utilized by the residents at the Library.

We urge your support of this application.

Sincerely,

Chairman of the Board

/sib



ONTE VISTA

www.cl.monte-vista.co.us
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K Ohizco Camino in Colorado 817144

City Manager: {719} 852-2692 City Manager & City Clerk Fax: (719

City Services: {719} 852-5926 Human Resources Fax: {719

Parks & Recreation: {719} 852-4575 Finance Department Fax: {719
Administration: (719} 852-5926

February 23, 2010

Fugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner, Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am the City Manager for the city of Monte Vista. On behalf of the city council and the
fine citizens of our community, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s
Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program. 1 am particularly excited about the benefits, such as increased accessibility to
technology for our community members. With enhanced computer and Internet access at
the Carnegie Public Library it will bring our community into new era of technology.

The economy in the Monte Vista area is very stressed with the recent recession we have
experienced. Approximately 2-5% of the community members have lost business or jobs
with the cut back in spending in this area. There are few individuals in this area with
high speed internet service do to these areas demographics. Many individuals cannot
afford internet service, unless they go to a library.

Our oreanization uses computers on a daily bases, however, we have a no use policy for
o ) ) o
personal use of staff abusing the use of the internet. Many of our staff members use the
library as a resource for personal manners. If technology upgrades were available at our
local library we believe many staff members, as well as, their family members would take
< ? b -

advantage of the improvements. Often staff members need to access the internet for
health information, traveling directions, and school projects for their children.

Job searches for family members have been a high priority during this time of economic
changes. Approximately .2% of our stafl’s spouses are secking employment at this time.

The library has been offering computer classes for community members; however, often
the classes are full. If there is an increase in the computers for public use, many of our
staff members would also take advantage of the classes.

Working with Camegie Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State

Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact
on both our community and others throughout Colorado.



The city of Monte Vista appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this

application.

Sincerely,
S
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Don Van Wormer
Monte Vista City Manager

ZLEER
CISM(}



March 4, 2010

Fugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the Director of Learning Services Support at the Trinidad School District #1. On
behalf of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public
Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. ]
am particularly excited about the benefits, such as access to computers, educational
support for parents and additional added support for job searching.

The Trinidad community is a high needs area with low socioeconomics and a lack of
appropriate parent involvement in education. One economic challenge has been that the
Pioneer Natural Resources Company has had to shut down all of its drill rigs in the
Trinidad area forcing many families to move putting a major strain on our local economy.
Many homes in our area do not have computers or Internet access.

Our school district is very much behind the times in technology and could by called
“technology poor”. For example at Fishers Peak Elementary we currently have 450
students and one computer lab with 25 computers. Students and parents do not have
access to computers after school in three of our four schools.

Access to computers for our students and parents will benefit the district by providing
additional access to student information regarding student progress through a web-based
data system called Power School. It will also allow students opportunities that are not
provided at school or at home. We are willing to assist the library in providing training
for parents and can track the use of the program following training.

The Trinidad School District appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Sincerely,

Virginia Goddard
Director of Learning Services



A great place to siart...

LLoF start over!

March 5, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

On behalf of Trinidad State Junior College, | am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public
Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. tam particularly
excited about the benefits such as support for job searching, educational support for high needs
populations, and access to reliable health information. ADA compliant work stations to support those
who are blind, visually impaired or have other challenges are of particular need as none existin our

community at this time.

An award to the Trinidad Carnegie Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, would provide significant impact on our community and other communities throughout
Colorado.

Trinidad State Junior College appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

/N
\Z;é& ‘/:2’/’?

Felix M. Lopez
Interim President

Trinidad Campus: 600 Prospect Street, Trinidad, CO 81082 Alamosa Campus: 1011 Main Street, Alamosa, CO 81101
719-846-3011; Toll Free: 800-621-8752 719-585-7000; Toll Free: 800-411-8382




March 4, 2010

Fugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 B Colfax Avenue

Denver, ©0 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

As the Executive Director of the Cortez Area Chamber of Commerce, I am writing on behalf of
my organization in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application
for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. 1 am particularly excited about the
henefits, such as increased knowledge about computers for the public that enhanced computing
and Internet access at the Cortez Public Library will bring to our community.

The Cortez City Library serves Montezuma County. Based on the latest official figure from the
Bureau of Economic Analysis (in 2006), Per Capita Income was only estimated 1o be $28,547.
All of Montezuma County has been designated as an Enterprise Zone, recognizing the dismal
cconomic status of the area. Almost all businesses are small mom and pop operations with only
a small number of employees. For the most part, they do not offer medical insurance, retirement
funds, etc. The graduation rate from Montezuma-Cortez High School is less that 60%.

The Cortez Area Chamber of Commerce working in partnership with the Small Business
Development Center at Fort Lewis College in Durango, works with a large percentage of
business owners who have little or no formal business training. We attempt to offer classes
every other month in a variety of subjects. Unfortunately, what we can offer is limited by the
fact that we don’t have a computer lab. With this grant we would be able to offer classes in web
site design, QuickBooks, and selling via the internet, as well as accessing professors at Fort
Lewis who work to help us increase the success of local businesses.

When we set up a new agritourism program a year ago, we stressed the need for all agricultural
businesses to have a website to participate. No one had one. This program would have allowed
us to set up a workshop to get everyone up and running immediately.

As it is. the Cortez Library’s computers are used extensively. Limited numbers of computers
limits the time an individual can spend on line, and people wait for access. I can also see an
opportunity for comnunity members to access education on line to build their job skills, Many
residents do not have the luxury of their own computer and their own access 10 the net.



Working with the Cortez Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Libraﬁy
proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our
community and others throughout Colorado.

The Cortez Area Chamber of Commerce appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission
and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Sincerely,

W&MW% |
Marcy Cummins, Executive Director

mcummins@cityofcortez.com



March 5, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the Regent at the Sleeping Ute Mountain Chapter of the D.A.R. On behalf of my
organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing
Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. [ am
particularly excited about the possibilities for Internet genealogy classes that we could
provide at the Cortez Public Library.

Presently we have a genealogy class scheduled at the library, but because the public
computers are such a popular service, the director does not want to give several of them
up for a class during regular library hours. This limits when we can hold the class to
before the library opens or after it closes. These are probably not the best times for
maximum attendance. If the library had more computers we could hold our classes
whenever we thought it was best.

The D.AR. provides the trainer for these genealogy classes.

Working with the Cortez Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact
on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Sleeping Ute Mountain Chapter of the D.AR. appreéiates the Colorado State
Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,
Marianne Koskie

Regent Sleeping Ute Mountain Chapter D.A.R.



March 2, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

1 am the Chief Academic Officer at the Montezuma/Cortez School District. On behalf of school
district, 1 am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center
application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited
about the benefits, such as increased opportunities for computer related education that enhanced
computing and Internet access at the Cortez Public Llibrary will bring to our community.

Montezuma Cortez School District has a student enrollment 2,779 students. Student ethnic
composition for Montezuma-Cortez School District RE-1 has a strong minority population with
45% of the district’s students identified as American Indian and Hispanic. The number students
identified under federal guidelines as being English Language Learners in the district is 217,
which reflects the need for a strong literacy component in our community. '

The district’s ET-IL plan identifies specific targeted goals to ensure students are proficient in
information literacy by eighth grade. According, to the 2008-2009 data, the district’s eighth
graders are not meeting the grade level expectations for information literacy.

Referring both parents and students to the library for both homework and further education would
assist the district in meeting the needs of the students as identified in the district’s ET-IL plan.
As the district focuses on information literacy the need to make the home school connection will
be enhanced by using the library as a partner. The district’s free and reduced population is 52%
which reflects the limited exposure our students are provided in having access to computers. By
providing computer accessibility to parents and students at the library will certainly improve
education and the workforce in our community.

Partnering with the Cortez Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our
community and others throughout Colorado.

The Cortez/Montezuma School District appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and
the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application. ‘

Sincerely,
Foei Jlove Moo
Lori Haukenesss

Chief Academic Officer
Montezuma Cortez School District
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March 03, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am the Regional Supervisor of the SW Colorado Workforce Centers, which
include Cortez, Durango and Pagosa Springs Workforce Centers. On behalf
of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s
Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited about the benefits, such as
increased computer knowledge for people looking for work, that enhanced
computing and Internet access at the Cortez Public Library will bring to our
community.

In these touch economic times, competition is great in any job opening.
Having computer knowledge increases an individuals possibilities of finding
and/or keeping employment. With this grant, the Cortez Public Library will
be able to provide additional access to the world of computers and the World
Wide Web, There is current access available, but it is limited and is not
completely meeting the needs of our community as many people are seeking
to increase the computer knowledge to add to their job search toolbox.

Each of the SW Colorado Workforce Centers does have a resource area with
computers available to the community to use in their job related endeavors
and periodically we can provide basic computer training, however, we have
limited staff and limited computers as well as an influx of individuals needing
the computers to address their unemployment needs., With the addition of
new computers and equipment, as well as training and support, at the local
library, most community members will be able to assess the technology they
need to become more employable which in turn improves our community as
a whole.

At the present time, Colorado Workforce Centers has initiatives available
that will allow eligible individuals to take advantage of free online learning,
however our centers, in the SW region, do not have computers available for
individuals to use for their online classes. Knowing our local library may

Southwest Region Workforce Centers are an Equal Qpportunity Employer/ Program
with Auxiliary Aldes & Services available upon.request fo individuals with disabilities



have the equipment and space available for this use enables us to provide
better customer services by sharing this resource with them.

Workforce Centers provide a variety of free services to assist employers and
job seekers alike. These include but are not limited to: job listings, computer
& internet access for job related tasks including resume’ writing, labor
market information, recruitment of workers, pre-screening & referral
services, tax credits information and Federal Bonding information. I can
envision the SW Workforce Centers and the Library collaborating on offering
computer classes to address peoples’ needs to fill out on line applications,
create resumes and search for jobs. The Cortez and Durango Workforce
Centers each have a conference room in which we could hold job related
workshops in when the room is available. The Workforce Center staff could
help facilitate the workshops.

Working with Cortez Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado
State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the
significant impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

Our mission is to deliver a workforce system that enhances employer growth
and customer success by providing employment and training opportunities
that achieve and sustain economic prosperity. The CEWA Project fits
perfectly into our workforce mission, and we strongly support and endorse
this project.

When agencies collaborate, customers benefit.

The SW Colorado Workforce Centers appreciates the Colorado State Library’s
submission and the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,
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Chiloe 1. Wiebe

SW Colorado Workforce Centers
331 S. Camino del Rig, Ste. C
Durango, CO 81303



February 24, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:
s Rio Grande County Board of County Commissioners supports the application being made by
the Del Norte Public Library for the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center for

the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program;

" Del Norte Public Library is f‘éﬁ{mesting funding for new computers and equipment as well as

" training and support so thatthe community members can get more support for job

‘ searching, educational support for high-nesd iﬁopufsti{éfws, and access to reliable health
information and e-goveramiant websites. In addition, an ADA Compliant work site is being

. requested to assist those who are blind, visually impaired, or have other challenges in using
* standard public computer stations.

Being an economically depressed area with high unemployment, the Library is the only
facility that provides computers and internet access for a large portion of the population.
This is one of the major services utilized by the residents at the Library.

We urge your support of this application.

Sincerely,

35% Dalie

Chairman of the Board



DEL NORTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

305 Grand Avenue. Del Norte, CO 81132 Gl
T10-637-2845

February 22, 2010

Mr. Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the current President of the Det Norte Chamber of Commerce. On behalf of our organization, I am writing
in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Progran. 1 am particularly excited about the benefits, such as new computers and other equipment,
as well as training and support, that enhanced computing and internet access at the Del Norte Public Library will
bring to our community.

Our smali town of approximately 1800 inhabitants faces economic, educational, and health challenges in these
tight times. Much of our community consists of those with high need, which sometimes cannot be met due to cuts
in funding resulting in lack of facilities and updated technical opportunitics. Many of our Hispanic population
have never owned a computer and have no training therefor.

It is our hope that through the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program, the Del Norte Public Library will
be able to ensure that community members can get the education and technological support that will enable them
to search for jobs, realize educational goals, access reliable health information, and visit e-government websites.
Additionally, the Del Norte Public Library seeks to provide ADA compliant work stations to support the blind
and visually impaired or have other challenges in using standard public computer stations. Laptop computers are
also requested for computer classes and training for the public.

The Del Norte Pablic Library is already used as a public computing center daily and during weekends, holidays,
and other days when school is not in session, by students who do not have access to computers in their homes and
by adults sceking jobs, education and health-related matters online. With training and classes, this need will
increase dramatically.

g the availability of the

Our Del Norte Chamber of Commerce has already provided assistance in marketin

visttors to our community.  We want Del Norte to have an image of helpful friendliness to our community
members and to our tourists who may be in need of technological assistance.

Cur organization looks forward fo ongoing support of the Del Norte Public Library, and we appreciate the

Colorado State Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s
consideration of the grant application.

Kay i
President



DEL NORTE PUBLIC LIBRARY
790 Gr{ande Avenue
Del Norte, Colorado 81132

February 24, 2010

Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, Co 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

| am the Director at the Del Norte Public Library. This letter
indicates our participation as a sub-receipent of the Colorado
State Library's Public Computing Center application for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

The Del Norte Community is economically depressed.
Unemployment is high, as it is in most areas right now. The
computer classes we have been conducting are well received
and the patrons seem very grateful for the training
opportunities.

People use the public access computers, which are wireless, for
various reasons. including job searching, some classroom
work, banking and several other reasons. Having free access is
very important to many patrons. If it were not for the free
access they would likely not have an opportunity for computer
use, since alot of the patrons can't afford to pay for a computer
of their own, much less the hookup costs and monthly charges.
The computer classes offered to the public are for those that are



unfamiliar with computers to those who are advanced on
computers.

Right now we have patrons waiting to use the computers alot of
the time and it is especially congested during the months
tourists are plentiful. With more lap tops available, this will fill
the void we now face and also replace several of our older
computers that are used by patrons. This will enable people to
search for materials needed and complete their projects.

At the present time we partnership with the schools, such as
searching of materials for science projects, summer reading
requirements. | would sincerely like to partnership with the
local Chamber of Commerce and have recently been in
discussion with them.

AS part of our participating in this grant application, the Del
Norte PUblic Library agrees to sustain all computing center
services and programs including hardware and software. We
will participate in training and partnerships to make the
computer centers a long-term public resource for our
community. We also certify that the library public computing
center will be free and open to all.

We will work with the Colorado State Library to comply with all
BTOP reporting requirements and we will comply with
applicable federal, state and local laws related to this grant
project. Finally, if awarded the funds from the ntia, Del Norte
Public Library will be able to provide a cash commitment of 10%
of the total estimated cost of our equipment. These funds will
come from our operating budget and a portion from the King's
Daughter Associaton (acting as Friends of Library). Funding
timeframe is October 2010-Aprit 2011.

The Del Norte Public Library is excited to partner with the
Colorado State Libary on this important grant. We believe the
impact on our community will be significant. We thank the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
for this opportunity and for considering our important
application.

Sif}{:}g{é{yg e
TN (oed Llram e

Kathy Giiliam
Director, Del Norte Public Library



DEL NORTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
303 Grand Avenue, Del Norte, CO 81132 B P RO e SR
710-657-2843

February 22, 2010

Mr. Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the current President of the Del Norte Chamber of Commerce. On behalf of our organization, I am writing
in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program. 1am particularly excited about the benefits, such as new computers and other equipment,
as well as training and support, that enhanced computing and internet access at the Del Norte Public Library will
bring to our community. '

Our small town of approximately 1800 inhabitants faces economic, educational, and health challenges in these
tight times. Much of our community consists of those with high need, which sometimes cannot be met due to cuts
in funding resulting in lack of facilities and updated technical opportunities. Many of our Hispanic population
have never owned a computer and have no training therefor.

It is our hope that through the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program, the Del Norte Public Library will
be able to ensure that community members can get the education and technological support that will enable them
to search for jobs, realize educational goals, access reliable health information, and visit e-government websites.
Additionally, the Del Norte Public Library secks to provide ADA compliant work stations to support the blind
and visually impaired or have other challenges in using standard public computer stations. Laptop computers are
also requested for computer classes and training for the public.

The Del Norte Public Library is already used as a public computing center daily and during weekends, holidays,
and other days when school is not in session, by students who do not have access to computers in their homes and
by adults seeking jobs, education and health-refated matters online. With training and classes, this need will
increase dramatically.

Our De! Norte Chamber of Commerce has already provided assistance in marketing the availability of the
Library’s computer center, and will continue to do so. Our local Chamber of Commerce takes pride in
networking and communication among our business members, the Del Norte Schools, students and families, and

visitors to our community. We want Del Norte to have an image of helpful friendliness to our community
members and fo our tourists who may be in need of technological assistance.

Our organization looks forward to ongoing support of the Del Norte Public Library, and we appreciate the
Colorado State Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s
consideration of the grant application.




03/03/10

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Trear Mr. Hainer:

On behalf of the Delta Area Chamber of Commerce, I am wiiling in support of the
Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband
Technology Opportunitiss Progran. t am particularly excitsd zbout the benefits that
enhanced computing and INternet 400ss 4t the Delta Public Lilwary will hring to owr
community.

Access to computers, internget, and training are integral the growith of pur 6or AT
and our industry. This is especially importas for members of our community that are
applying for jobs and paining compuier training that will make them moie valuable to
employers. This grant would allow us o sxpard services gt the fibrary that would provide
more aoeess o resources that ae greatly needed in the Delts area.

Working with Delta Pubilic Librazy, a libmary pariicipating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope we are swarded these funds because of the significant tnpact o poth
aur cormmunity and others throughout Colorado.

We appreciate the Colorado State Library’s submigsion and the National
Telecommunications and Information Adminisiration’s congideration of this application.

s

Sincerely,

\ S T \
L..m\”m A NG e

Linda Sanchez




A Colorado Nonprofit Organization

CREAMERY ARTS CERNTER
165 West Bridge St., PO BOX 218, Hotchkiss, CO 81418
{970) 872-4848 www.creameryartscenter.org

March 4, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am a founding member of the Creamery Arts Center in Hotchkiss, Colorado. On behalf
of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public
Computing Center application for the Rroadband Technology Opportunities Program. 1
am particularly excited about the benefits, such as community education, that enhanced
computing and Internet access at the Hotchkiss Public Library will bring to our area.

As an arts center, one of our goals is to provide a location for people to come together in
celebration of the arts. We meet this need for those interested in the visual arts, hut for
people seeking to participate in other means of education and entertainment, there are few
venues in town, as Hotchkiss lacks even a movie theater. We have witnessed the many
ways in which the Hotchkiss Public Library fills this need as a community gathering
place, supporting the public by offering long open hours, public computers, classes, and

events.

There is nowhere else in town to use a public compuier, making the computers available
at the Hotchkiss Library absolutely essential to residents in the area. Many of our
residents cannot afford their own computers in their homes, and some that do lack the
skills necessary to safely access the Internet. The library not only offers free Internet
without discrimination, but they also provide classes and regular assistance to their users.

We have worked with the Hotchkiss Library to print fliers, postcards, and brochures for
our events. We look forward to greater collaboration, and can imagine some wonderful
programs that could emerge from the use of a traveling computer lab. Together, we
could meet the artistic and educational needs of a larger number of people in the area.

Working with Hotchkiss Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact
on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Creamery Arts Center appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this

application.

Sincerkly,

Building community through art, education and agricuitural outreach. 5 %
Tt




. FAMILY LITERACY AND RESOURCE PROGRAM

822 Grand Ave.
Delta, CO 81416
Phone: 970-874-9517

March 4, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am the Director of the Delta County School District’s Family Literacy Center. On behalf of my
organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center
application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

Our program is committed to providing family literacy services in Delta County so we work
hand in hand with the Delta County Libraries’ Literacy Department. We have worked together
to create a program that allows us to share teachers and classrooms, maximizing the impact of
both programs in the community. Because of the closely tied nature of our programs, the
addition of computers to the Delta County Libraries’ Literacy Program will definitely have a
positive impact on our Family Literacy Center.

On a regular basis, we work with over 40 families, many of whom enter our program speaking
little or no English. We teach these parents to find success in Delta County, through language,
parenting, and life skills classes. Technology has become an essential part of these classes, for
the purposes of communication, education, and employment.

Unfortunately, many of our families are transitory or low income and do not have the funds or
stability to maintain a computer in their own homes and gain the skills there that are necessary to
succeed in 2010. Our teachers regularly utilize computers provided by the Delta County
Libraries to help our students familiarize themselves with essential technology. However, the
Library District computers currently at our disposal were purchased in 2006 and we struggle with
their inability meet the needs of the program in terms of quantity or quality. Several of the
computers are beyond repair and have been taken out of commission, and our teachers must
carefully arrange their class schedules to coordinate the use of the small computer lab.

The Family Literacy Program will work with the Library District to maintain and store the new
computers purchased through this program. Our classroom spaces are more than adequate for
housing additional computers, and we are willing to work with the Library District to promote
their use through our classes.

Working with the Delta County Literacy Program, part of a library district participating in the
Colorado State Library proposal, we hope these funds are awarded because of the significant
impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado.




The Delta County School District Family Literacy Center appreciates the Colorado State

Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s
consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

Lee-Ann Short
Program Director




03/03/10

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 B, Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer

On behalf of the Friends of the Deita Public Library, | & writing in support ol the
Colorade State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadbond
Technology Opportunities Program. [ am particularly excitod about the beonefits that

enhanced computing and Internet access at the Deita Public Library will bring to oW
community.

The computer classes that have been offerad at the Nbrary huve rade A major irnpact in
ihe community by helping people get up to speed with the somputer skitls they nesed
apply for jobs, fill cut government forras, and keep in touch with igved unes. More
computers and computer classes will contizue 1o enrich the community further and will
allow cur people to reach further into their full potential,

Working with Delta Public Library, 2 {ibrary participating in the Colorado Siate Library
proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both
our community and others threughout Celorado,

The Friends of the Delta Public Library appreciates the Colorado State Library’s
subrission and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s
consideration of this application.

Sincerely,
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Ritta Schlappe

President




March 4, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Comumissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Coifax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr, Hainer,

As the President of the Hotchkiss Community Chamber of Comunerce, I am writing to throw the full
support of my organization behind the efforts of the Hotchkiss Library and more broadly, the Deita County
Libraries, to upgrade public access computer equipment and expand Broadband Internet service within the
library system.

The Delta County Libraries provide a vital service to the community through 1ts Broadhand Internet access.
While many residing in urban areas of Colorado take Broadband Internet access for granted, there are
significant portions of Delta County where residents do not have home access to Broadband services,
simply because such service is not available in their locale.

Within its limited budget, the Delta County Library systern has done well at attempting to meet the needs of

local residents in relation to providing the technology resources and Internet access so sorely needed in

Delta County. Unfortunately, as community need for these services has increased, library budgets have not

kept pace, and as a consequence, these technology resources are not up to a level that would provide the
esired additional benefit to our county’s 31,000 rural residents.

As the leader of a local business organization, and a library user myself, T can vouch for the fact that the
Delta County Libraries’ technology and Internet services are used not only by a large number of local
residents, but additionally by a number of small business people who find themselves lacking Broadband
Internet access af their business location. Geographically isolated areas, such as Delta County, already
have greater obstacles in reaching the “outside world” for business purposes, and readily available
Broadband Internet access — through updated computers — would undoubtedly enhance the economic
prospects of many in the community. On a more personal note, The Chamber of Commerce recently went
through the process of launching a new community website. Because of the Hotchkiss Library’s
availability of Broadband services, we used the Library as our “development site”, with all the project
partners meeting on site to work on the website development project. The Library’s facilities were a great
benefit in this process, but would have been even more useful with more updated and quicker computers
and Broadband Internet access,

Please accept this letter of support from the Hotchkiss Community Chamber of Commerce as a strong
endorsement of the Library’s efforts to update and improve community access to computer technology and
Broadband Internet access.

Best Regards,
Nathan R. Sponseller

Nathan R. Sponseller, President




March 2, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am the Director of Development for the Kids’ Pasta Project in the North Fork
community of Delta County. On behalf of my organization, | am writing in support of
the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program. [ am particularly excited about the benefits, such as
youth access to technology and participation in program administration that enhanced
computing and Internet access at the Delta County Libraries will bring to our community.

We have been very fortunate to have the support of our libraries for a number of activities
involving our youth. As technology becomes increasingly useful as a tool for
accomplishing tasks in project management, and as our organization increasingly
involves youth in administration, we look forward to utilizing even more of the resources
at our libraries. Our recently formed Youth Advisory Board would benefit directly from
additional computers at the library.

The mission of Kids’ Pasta Project is for youth to serve their community by preparing
and serving healthy meals, with the dinner profits going to local causes. Most Mondays,
you will find a group of youth and adult volunteers serving home made pasta dinners to
approximately 40 guests at the Scenic Mesa Ranch Restaurant. We are happy to have
had our libraries as partner-recipients for fundraising dinners on three occasions this year.
They have been active in partnering with us, spreading the word and making the dinners
successful. We look forward to another dinner with the libraries in April as a part of the
“Big Read” and have been discussing ideas for extra activities to enhance the event and
raise extra money as well. We hope to be able to raise at least $250 in matching funds as
a partner agency.

Working with the Hotchkiss and Paonia Public Libraries, libraries participating in the
Colorado State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the
significant impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado. The Kids’
Pasta Project appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

Moni Slater
Development Director, Kids’ Pasta Project




March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Ave
Denver, CO. 80263

Diear Mr Hainer,

My name is Ali Lightfoot and I am the program director at KVNF, a community radio in
Paonia, Colorado. On behalf of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado
State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities program.

The computing and internet access at our local libraries is absolutely vital to our
community. The demographics of Western Colorado include rural areas that rank among the
fowest in Colorado in terms of per capita hourly income. There are many members of our
community that would not have access to computers if not for the library. Tasks such as
completing job and school applications as well as research can only be done via the internet in the
21" century.

KVNF is a reliable community resource, providing our listeners with information vital to
community development while creating a strong outreach effort in the underserved populations of
our listening area. We have worked with the library over the years to combine our efforts in
serving our community by providing access to modern technology and training.

We will continue to support the library in their efforts by making regular public service
announcements about all events, classes and services they provide.

Working with Paonia Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope they are rewarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our
community and others throughout Colorado.

KVNF appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration if this application.

Thank you,

Ali Lighifoot
Program Director
KVNF




03/03/10

Fugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E, Coifax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

As the Executive Director of Meth Frae felta County, | write in support of
the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Frogrant. increased computer
access can and will allow indiviguals and families in recovery 1o acCess
much naeded digital resources that effectively change lives.

People and families in recovery often struggle fust 1o mainiain access 10 2
relephone. The access 10 COMPUIRTS and the internet supports life skil
development, increased job access and increased education  ans
community apportunities for our irdividuals and families. The Hibrary Is
one of the only truly FREE family resources that our population accesses

and we strongly support tis effort,

2

4

Rural communities like ours are aimost always resource poor...and ours is
no exception. If awarded, this grant will significantly impact the pecple of

Delta County.

On behalf of people and families in recovery in Delta County, ! thank you
in advance for your time and consideration of this apptication

Sincerely,
e
} e, # 5
/£ \m@ j #
FE S I . s
Curielle Duffy, MA,, M.SW,
. Meth-Free
Executive Dirsctor Delta C ;.
Meth'Free Qeita CCPU nt}! A e e R o
Curielle B, Duffy, Mo, Law.
Adralnataior {
PELTA COURTY COURTHOUSE  Flioas] T 874210
Site 251 Pamer Svest, Suie 114 Ot b (579 840-494;
Mgtk 501 Palmer Stree!, Sulle 227 Fax; (370} 874311

Daitg, Colorado 81418-1798 Szl cof@datacaunt
Wab: www.msiifrsedslta.com Fr@dsitacaunty.cor




NORTH FORK VISION HOME AND COMMUNITY PROGRAM
208 Main Street, P.O. Box 636, Paonia, CO 81428
Telephone: 970.527.8766 FAX: 970.527.8768 Email: nfvision@ids.net

Magrch 1, 2009

Fugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

[ am the Director of the North Fork Vision Home and Community Program (Vision), a schoo! within the
Delta County public school system. Vision serves the home based and community based learners in our area
that do not attend the traditional public brick building schools. On behalf of Vision, | am writing to support the
Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program. | am particularly excited about the benefits, especially improved access for home and community
learners, that enhanced computing and internet access at the Paonia Public Library will bring to our
community.

As a non-traditional school without a campus of its own, the Vision learners rely upon the library for
research, copies and printing capabilities, internet access and a quiet learning environment, among other
services. The need to access, learn and master technology is of vital importance to students in today’s world.
Without the local library, many of the Vision learners would lack adequate access to the needed technology.

Almost ali of our community based learners and a majority of our home based learners are currently
using the library to meet their learning needs. With updated equipment and improved access to technology,
the benefit of this program to Vision learners will be beyond measure. Also, the additional training and
support that will be available to students will help keep Vision learners at the forefront in the technology area.

As Vision plans for the future, especially the planned changes in CSAP testing, | see a specific need to
partner with local organizations to supply the needed computers and technology for Vision learners to excel in
standardized testing. As more details are made public, Vision will be looking 1o partner with the library to
work together to assist Vision learners to master computer skills to facilitate test taking and to have the
computers available to facilitate learners in taking these tests. This is only one area where enhanced computer
access will be a great benefit to the Vision organization, as well as the community as a whole.

The services that the Paonia Public Library provides for the community cannot be understated. Any
enhancement to these services wiil be an added benefit for Vision and this whole community. We can only
hope that the Paonia Public Library, in participation with the Colorado State Library proposal, is awarded these
funds because of the impact they will provide to our organization and our community. The North Fork Vision
Home and Community Program appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

Teri Kinkade, Director




February 3, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Comissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, €0 80203

Diear Mr. Hainer,

[ am President of the Paonia Chamber of Commerce, and am writing in support of
the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program.

The Paonia Chamber is dedicated to the improvement of the Paonia area’s
economic and social health. This community faces a major challenge over the next half
decade to decade. We have depended for a century or more on coal mining to sustain this
community. We currently have approximately 900 coal mining jobs.

However, the mines are approaching the technological limits of their ability to
mine coal in this valley. To be precise, the Oxbow Mine, with over 300 well paid
employees (compensation of $97,500/year), states that it will mine the last of its coal in
December 2016. The other two coal mines will mine out their mineable reserves within a
few years of that. The problem is that with current mining technology, the miners cannot
work under more than 2 500 feet of overburden, and all three of our mines are
approaching that limit.

One of the goals of the Paonia Chamber of Commerce is to prepare our
commumty for the coming difficult transition. Paonia has “always” been a coal mining
town. It supplies 1.5 percent of America’s lowest sulfur coal. That coal is shipped not just
to the East Coast, but to Asia as well.

The transition away from coal mining will be wrenching. Fortunately, we have
some time to prepare for this transition. Also fortunately, this community has other
resources: its agriculture, its physical beauty, its proximity to national forests and
wilderness, and its diverse and multi-talented residents,

The Paonia Public Library will play an important role in this transition by
providing information on possibilities for the future, by providing a wonderful meeting
place for various groups, and by providing the computing power people and institotions
here will need as we prepare for a very different economic future.

The Paonia Public Library has always been a center of the community, Now,
more than ever, it will need to have the most up to date information gathering ability fo
help Paonia weather the coming difficult iransition.

This letter was unanimously approved at the March monthly meeting of the

Paonia Chamber of Commerce board,
Sincen [
(m/ﬁ z {h (A /””“'WM
210

FaM

President

Paonia Chamber of Commerce
Paonia, Colorado 81428




Rotary Club of Paonia Colorado
P.O. Box 1543
Paonia, CO 81428-1543

March 2, 2010

Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

On behalf of the Rotary Club of Paonia, I am writing to support the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program.

Enhanced computing and Internet access at the Paonia Public Library will provide a
critical service to our community during these difficult economic times. Until recently,
household incomes in Paonia were largely derived from the agriculture and coal mining
industries. Households in our area are currently experiencing declines in income due to
the depressed agriculture and coal markets, and local coal mines have recently
implemented large-scale layoffs. There is an urgent need for our citizens to gain new
skills and re-tool for new jobs. Many families in our area cannot afford broadband
Internet service in their own homes and lack modern computer technology with which to
access it. The new Paonia Public Library offers an ideal venue for local community
members to access state of the art computing equipment and free broadband services,
with which to further their education and seek re-employment opportunities.

Literacy is a major concern of Rotary. Our primary community service project is to
provide scholarships to local high school students and dictionaries to each 3™ grader in
the valley every year. The parents of our community’s children are now in need of
assistance in achieving digital literacy so that they may compete in today’s job market.
Should this project receive funding, we have no doubt that our community would benefit
significantly.

Sincerely,

i h !:j i
;'; x"‘” 12 et
Bill Barton
Community Service Chair
Rotary Club of Paonia

!




Town of Paonia
P.O. Box 460
7Paenia, Colorado 81428-0460

1 March 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 East Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

On behalf of the Town of Paonia, the Board of Trustees supports the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities program. In our rural community, having enhanced computing and
internet access is a valuable benefit.

While the Town of Paonia is unable to address this need on a municipal level, is excited
that the Library District is providing an avenue for our citizens to have internet access
available to all. With upgrades implemented, citizens may get their degree online, set up

- networks to find a job, or just have the convenience cf internet for personal reasons at a
central location. With the current economic situation, these free services are even more
vital and important for our community as valuable resources.

Working with the Paonia Public Library, participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, the Town hopes these funds are awarded due to the significant impacts for rural
communities like ours throughout Colorado.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this application.

Respectfully Submitted,

e

.

E\fééiwi : Schwietérman ;
Mayor

Office: (970) 527-4101 + » 214 Grand Avenue +  P.0O. Box 460 » Paonia, Colorado 81428-0460 &




To Whom It May Concern:

I understand that the Athmar Park branch of the Denver Public Library
has the opportunity to obtain additional computers through federal
stimulus funds. As a frequent user of the Athmar library, I believe it
would be extremely beneficial for this branch to add computers. There
is very high demand, and now with the additional closed days the
branch is busier and the wait time is even longer than before and it is
much more difficult to access a computer.

This branch serves many children coming from four different
neighborhood schools who also need access to these computers.
Having more available for all would be a benefit to both kids and
adults using the library.

I support any efforts by the Denver Public Library to allocate any
stimulus funds to purchasing computers for the Athmar library.

Sincerely,

Ghiﬁﬂ,ldf‘ r;‘b(j’ O/[/\O\fl Y}
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February 26, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am a regular customer at the Byers Branch Library. I am writing in support of the
Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited about the benefits, such as
additional computers for the library’s customers, and perhaps basic computer classes that
enhanced computing and Internet access at the Byers Branch Library will bring to our
community.

This library branch serves a large homeless population and working families. The library
is in within walking distance of Father Woody’s Haven of Hope and sees many of their
clients. Many of the families in our neighborhood do not have Internet access at home.

The branch currently has seven computers to serve this population. There is often a wait

1o use the computer at any given time of day. When I am at the library, I notice many
customers in need of computer assistance. Some of the questions from customers are
basic, and some are more specific.

I believe Byers would benefit from having more computers for two reasons. One, there
would not be as long of a wait for computers. The other reason is there would be a place
for those who are new to the computer to become more proficient. I think that basic
computer classes, such as how to set up an email account, and job searching would be
ideal for the mobile computer lab that the library may receive. I envision many of my
neighbors taking advantage of this opportunity, if it becomes available at Byers.

I hope the library is awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our
community and others throughout Colorado.

I appreciate the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

ol

Folandle Heges




Technology Services

201 West Colfax Avenue, Department 301
Denver, CO 80202
www.denvergov.org/technology_services

March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

As the Chief Information Officer for the City and County of Denver, | am writing in support of the Colorado
State Library's Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program. | am particularly excited about the benefits, such as assistance with job seeking and small
business development, that enhanced computing and Internet access at the Denver Public Library will
bring to our community.

We currently have about 500 public PCs and are requesting funding to purchase 172 computers (104 new
and 68 replacements) and 85 laptops (55 new and 30 replacements). This is a priority for the City and
County of Denver, but we are not able to fund this much within the city's general fund budget due to
reduced revenue and increased demand for many city agencies who share the PC replacement fund.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Molly E. Rauzi




March 5, 2016

Prom: customers of the Denver Public Library's Community Technology Center
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Fugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. {"éﬁif«’ﬁw [”’z’»»«'zszz%zaf

Denver, CO 80200

Dear Mr. Hainer:

“Everyone will have the resources imfi skills they need to connect with others and participate in the

digital world.” -Vision Statement |

Tust take a stroll on the fourth floor of the Central Library on any given day and you will sce this vision
coming to life in a variety of ways...
You will walk by the Small | Z‘nmp uter Training Classroom, in which there might be a class on anything
from Microsoft Excel to phot im ng 1o social networking. There might also be one on one computer
ssons or individual job f;;a:a:%»;f;tz‘ appointments happening in the classro U pon entering the M. the
major hub of activity in the Community Technology Center (CTC) - you will be amazed by the amount
of on-demand, just-in-time assistance given to our customers by staff and docents, You'll see people
getting help completing online job applications, creating resumes, posting to craigslist, exploring social
networking sites, uploading pictures from cameras or other devices, learning Microsoft Otfice
applications, downloading music or eMedia to an mp3 player, getting email accounts, and much, much
more,

As customers and beneficiaries of the burgeoning CTC, we would hereby like to support the Colorado
State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program. We are thrilled about the potential bm fits, such as increased capacity for training and
workshops, enhanced computing and Internet access, and a more comfortable and open space for
achieving our technology-related goals.

Some of our colleagues in the CTC have already said it best..,

e “The classes here are a great contribution to the community.”

»  “Today was a great day for me at your library. [CTC staff and volunteers] were so prompt 1o
help me with my questions and problems that I had with my assignment. | was really impressed
with their courtesy and attention | received from them. 1 want to come back soon, just for the
sood services T get.”

o “1have been coming [to the CTC] to do job searches, resume w riting, and proposal writing on
the library’s computers. It is with cheerfulness and patience that [the CTC staff and volunteers]
have worked with me and others...”

s “Ihad never seen a computer before, and 1 did not even know what a mouse was. Now thanks
to the excellent instruction provided by [CTC staff and volunteers]. I have made enormous
progress in understand computers 2 and being able to use them [to] job search and in my life.”

The customers of DPL's CTC appreciate the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National




application. Thank vou for
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March 5, 2010

Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program. By way of introduction, I am a Docent at the central Denver Public
Library (DPL) in the Community Technology Center (CTC) and part of the Denver business community.

What I am particularly interested in is for the DPL CTC to increase its computer and Internet capacity. 1
have witnessed how busy the center is and how many people require access, but the current number of
workstations, projection capability, and connectivity is limited.

With greater capacity, the Center will be able to: 1) meet the demand for more classes to gain or improve
computer skills to compete for employment and perform well in school; 2) offer the public access to the
numerous online training offerings; 3) provide a location to hold virtual public, business, and non-profit
group meetings; and, 3) be more generous with time for needed business, academic, and personal
research.

In addition, with the protracted economy and projected long recovery, I have seen the need to
accommodate many more people who abandoned their computer and Internet service due to financial
constraints leading to a greater need to use the CTC’s resources to apply for posted jobs since most are
listed on-line today.

I am also convinced that with expanded technology in the CTC it will be easier to garner business and
technology sponsors as part of its outreach. It can become a key component for the City and County to
recruit new businesses to the area as well. At every opportunity I sing the praises of the services offered
to the public and encourage other business people to get involved so its reach grows.

The DPL CTC has a unique opportunity to become the premier public resource for the entire City and
County and to increase its technological presence in the area. I believe the impact on our community will
be significant.

1 appreciate the Colorado State Library’s submission and I am hopeful that the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration funding becomes a reality.

Sincerely,

i By

Laurie E. Graves

Docent DPL and
Business Manager,
Kelly Ramsdale & Associates, Denver, CO




March 5, 2009

Bugene Hainer, Assistant Commiissioner
Colorado State Library '

201 E, Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr, Hainer:

1 am and Upper School teacher at Escuela Tlatelolco in Denver. [ am writing in support of the Colorado
State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.
I am particularly excited about the benefits, such as increased capacity for training and workshops,

enhanced computing and Internet access, and additional avenues for partnering with the Denver Public
Library (DPL) to achieve some of our common goals,

The mission of Escuela Tlateloleo is to “liberate the mind, heart, and spirit of students, through the

knowledge of their cultural expression, moral courage, and honorable behavior.” We “empower students {0
* become well educated, responsible, self-directed, think critically and creatively.” While we can get some of

this accomplished within the walls of our school building, we often rely on vital community instituiions to
contritute to the growth and development of our future leaders.

The Denver Public Library has been one of the partners in our mission, and in particular, the Community
Technology Center (CTC). The students and teachers at Escuela have made regular visits to the CTC to
learn about conducting high quality research and producing well-written, painstalingly researched papers
and projects. Additionally, we have benefited from the use of the PCs in the CTC, which have given us
access to Microsoft Office 2007 and librarian-selected research resources.

Our partnership with DPL's CTC continues to grow and we hope to increase the frequency of our visits.
However, since most of our classes have 95-30 students, the current 12-seat classtoom must be
supplemented with the use of the public computer lab during our visits, making it difficult to work as a
group and work effectively. We look forward to the possibility of more computers in general and a sscond
much larger classroom in the CTC that could accommodate our classes and give us more time an dedicated
space to achieve our goals.

Working with the Denver Public Library as part of the the Colorado State Library's Public Computing
Center spplication for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program, we hope we are awarded these
funds because of the significant impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado. Escuela
Tlatelolco appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Thank you for considering this proposal. Please contact me if I can provide any additional information.

Mark de 1a Cruz-Chavez, UppeF School Teacher
Escuela Tlatelolco




CITY COUNCIL

QI

Drarver Gy Souboll, District Tan Otfion Darvene Gty Souncil, Main Office
1232 B, Colfax Ave. ' ity and Councll Building
Denver, Golorado 20278 £ 1487 Bannook Streat, Room 451
Phone: $U8-377-1807 K S e Danver, Colerado BO202

Fax: 303-377-1802 Phong: 7EG-885-9554

Emsil: panne robn B ot donvar oo.us Jeanne Robb

Councitwoman, District Ten

March 5, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Re: Colorado State Library
“Bridging Colorado’s Great Digital Divide”
Public Computing Center Grant Application

Members of the Review Panel:

1 am writing to express my support of the Colorado State Library’s application
requesting funding for “Bridging Colorado’s Great Digital Divide.”

This proposed project will provide the computer equipment and training needed for
78 public computing centers located at libraries in 76 Colorado communities
(including the Denver Public Library) and on two Ute Indian reservations. The project
is designed to meet the needs of underserved residents of communities experiencing
increased rates of unemployment and poverty. For these individuals and families, the
local public library often provides their only free access to computers and the
Internet. The proposed project will provide the additional computers and equipment
needed to ensure this access.

As Denver and Colorado residents are experiencing economic challenges, they are
using public libraries more than ever. They count on their local library for computer
use and Internet access. They rely on library staff for training in computer and
software use, job search skills, resume preparation and online job applications, as
well as for educational needs.

At a time when libraries are striving to meet these needs for increased services, local
governments, including the City of Denver, are finding that decreased revenues

make it impossible to provide additional funding to update and improve the libraries’
public computing centers. The Colorado State Library’s proposed project will provide




the computers and equipment needed to enhance these computing centers in 78
Colorado communities.

In 2007 Denver voters approved the Better Denver Bond Program that included
funds for renovation and refurbishment of existing Denver Public Library facilities.
These funds are being used to create a large new Community Technology Center
(CTC) at the Central Library and improvements and upgrades at the six Denver
branch libraries named in the “Bridging Colorado’s Great Digital Divide” project.
While bond funds are paying for the building renovations, these funds cannot be
used to purchase new computers. Work on the Central Library’s Technology Center is
nearly complete. Most of the Central Library’s current public access computers will be
moved to the CTC, however, this will leave the new 37-station computer training
classroom and a wired community space designed for 55 workstations without
computers. Similar situations exist at the six branch libraries. The new computers to
be provided by the Colorado State Library project would enable DPL to serve the
people of Denver with well-equipped facilities and greatly needed programs.

In addition to purchasing computers, “Bridging Colorado’s Great Digital Divide” will
provide training and education services to maximize the value of the computing
centers. The proposal provides a strategic plan for community outreach and library
staff development. It also addresses the development and implementation of a
statewide network of local partnerships to leverage resources and provide project
sustainability.

Over the years, the Colorado State Library has established a record of effectively
managing grants and assisting libraries in meeting the needs of their

communities. The CSL staff will use their knowledge and experience to successfully
implement “Bridging Colorado’s Great Digital Divide.” I strongly urge funding of this
vital project.

Yours truly,

Jeanne Robb
District 10 City Councilwoman
Denver City Council President




A1/15/29168 11:16

578-677-2389 DOLORES CO LIBRARY

March 2, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the principal at 7" Street Elementary School in Dove Creek

PAGE

On behalf of my

organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’f Public Computing

Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunitie
particularly excited about the benefits, such as enhanced computing

the Dolores County Public Libraries. It is beneficial that our small
internet access and computing capabilities for our commupity me
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substantial services. Dove Creek is Jocated in Dolores County, wil

ranked at the top of the list in unemployment rates and families rec
assistance. Curmrently, over 50% of our students qualify for free or re
number is low, because there are many families that refuse to
paperwork. The other problem with this area is there are no major e
jobs, most jobs are minimum wage service jobs.

Our achievement data indicates that we are making progress with our
the rate of growth is low and there are many technology apphication{
based programs that we can access to improve our overall academid
currently offer intemmet college credit classes; it i1s over 100 miles td
education campus.

[ feel we will increase our college offering to students and commu
technology capabilities increase. Technology has to be accessible and
for people to utihize it. This funding will increase our access and tech
Hopefully, we can seek out a variety of post-secondary colleges to par]

We are 1n a unique situation due to the fact that we currently have a Je
the Dolores County Library system and our school district. All librari
schools, which provide access not only to our community, but stude
not have budgetary control, but would highly encourage our district
financial support needed to receive this funding.
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Dolores County School District appreciates the Colorado State Librafy’s submission and
the Nauonal Telecommunications and Information Administration’s gonsideration of this
application.

Sincerely,

e

Bruce Hankins, Principal

b

CSMG
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Board of County Commissioners

P O Box 608
Dove Creek, CO 81324

Somewhere special ...

Phone: (970) 677 2383  Fax: (970) 677-2815

dolocnty(@centurytel.net

March 3, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue

Dear Mr. Hainer,

The Dolores County Commissioners would like to express their support of the Dolores County
Public Library & Distance Learning Program application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program. The Commissioners are very excited about the benefits such a program
would bring to our community, including increased access to vital technology and increased
fearning opportunities.

Dolores County faces significant barriers to widespread computer access. First, our County has
the highest unemployment rate in the state at 17%, and a large percentage of our families live
at or below the poverty line. Computer access and training are not high priorities for these
households. Next, we are located in a very rural area and lack widespread internet availability.
Due to the rural nature of Dolores County, there is a significant distance factor involved which
impedes using other publicly available resources outside of Dolores County. Finally, while
recognizing the importance of widespread computer access in job training and achieving
educational parity, Dolores County lacks the funds to implement such a program. Therefore,
the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program would be of enormous help to Dolores
County.

The Dolores County Public Library & Distance Learning Program is a vital resource for Dolores
County. Offering public access to the internet will not only enable the Dolores County Public
Library to facilitate improved educational opportunities, but will also ensure other
improvements within the community, including easier access to jobs and increased business
opportunities; important functions in these economic times. The Dolores County
Commissioners recognize the importance of these functions to our community; the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program would help make these goals a reality.

Thank you for your consideration of the Dolores County Public Library & Distance Learning
Program application.

Sincerely,
Dolores County Commissioners




P.O. Box 576 7-

Dove Creek, Colorado 81324’:—0576
(970) 677-2291
Fax: (970) 677-2540
February 22, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

T am the Executive Director at the Community Health Clinic in Dove Creek, CO. On behalf of
my organization, | am writing in support of the Dolores County Library’s application for funding
through the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited about the
possibility of acquiring additional computer equipment for both our library and the Distant
Learning Center here in our small community. This equipment will allow students access to
additional learning resources as well as provide opportunity for adult education.

Dolores County ranks as one of the poorest counties in the State as well as ranking high in
unemployment. There are no major industries in Dove Creek and patient statistics from the
Community Health Clinic show 65 percent of patients have incomes 200% or below Federal
Poverty Level.

The remote location of Dove Creek presents barriers to higher learning resources, causing many
residents to accept much lower wages. Through a cooperative effort between the College of
Eastern Utah, Dolores County Schools and The Community Health Clinic, grant funding has
been secured to provide equipment for Distant Learning. Our local library can be used as a
public computing center, but additional computer equipment is needed. The benefits to the
community and the Community Health Clinic with this opportunity to improved education would
be for continuing medical education for healthcare providers and training for medical assistants
and nurses. )

Please give careful consideration of the application submitted by the Dolores County Public
Library for funding to provide computers to assist residents of Dove Creek and the surrounding
communities in their efforts to obtain higher education.

Dianne Smith, Executive Director

Dolores County Health Association / Community Health Clinic




Dolores County Public Library
PO Box 578
Dove Creek, CO 81324

March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Ave.
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer

[ am the secretary of the Dove Creek Volunteer Ambulance Service and also bookkeeper
at the Dolores County Public Library. I am working with the library to request American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act federal funds. These are requesting these funds for
laptop computers, which can be setup in the library and our Distance Learning Center.
Dove Creek Co in Dolores County is a remote farming and mining community with a
small population with very limited resources. The library is the only place for many in
this community to have access to a computer. Many of the adults use the computers to fill
out job applications, access their email and search the web.

We are located in the school and provide students with a use of a computer, as many of
these students cannot afford one of their own.

In 2008 we entered collaboration with the school, the Community Health Clinic and us to
get a distance-learning center. We secured the funds and now have the center in place but
the students still need help. This center will allow the students to have basic college
classes out of the way when they enter college. Adults of the community will also benefit
from this center as adult education is offered.

Sincerely,
Dixie Mulligan
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Dove Creek, Colorado 81324
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Bruece HanKins Stephen G. Strong Ty Gray
Assistant PrincipaliAthletic Director Superintendent 7-12 Principal
Elementary: {970) 677-2196 District Office: (970) 677-2522 JriSr High: (970) 677-2237
Fax: (970) 677-2336 Fax: {976) 677-2712 Fax: (970) 677-2927

March 5, 2010

Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avemue
Denver, Co 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

I am the supcrintendent of Dolores County School District RE2J. T am writing this letter

in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

I feel it is very important that we continue to look at ways to enhance our educational
opportunities in our community. Being a rural southwest Colorado schoot district, ¥ feel it
is important to explore all avenues of technology and to bring our resources together «o
offer educational opportunities to our students as welf as our community members. We
have actively pursued this through our partnerships with the Community Health Clinic,
community library, and the Town of Dove Creek. Two years ago we were instrumental in
acquiring a two way video/audio through the Rural Health Initiatives Grant. In doing so
we have been able to provide opportunites for students to attend college level courses on
campus as well as provide health related training for community members.

The school district houses the communication center classroom and the community
library. We feel it is vital to the community and we have established a very positive
relationship with our constituents. We would be excited to be able to expand our
resources through the acquisition of computers to be utilized by students of the learning
center.

I strongly encourage the support of this grant opporumity. [ feel this is the next step in
providing educational opportunities for our community and school.

Sincere}y,

dun ) i

Steghén G Strong 5

i
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' Dolores Chamber of Commerce

F. O. Bax 802 +» 201 Rallroad Ave. « Dolores, Colorado 81523
(970) BB2-4018 » (B0OO) 807-4712
wwi.doloreschamber.com « Emalil: dolores@fone.net

JLonA®

March 1, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

The Dolores Public Library District is submitting an application to request American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act federal stimulus funds. We, the Dolores Chamber of Commerce Board of
Directors, offer our endorsement that they may receive funding for new computers and
equipment, as well as training and technical support.

Our community members and businesses need greater access to job training, searches,
educational support, along with access to reliable health information and e-government
websites, In addition, we applaud the possibility of having ADA-compliant work stations in our
local library to accommodate the blind, visually impaired, and other challenged citizens of our
community. Requested funds will also be used for laptop labs, which can be set up not only in
our hibrary but also in other local agencies (such as the Chamber) so that more of our
community members can take advantage of this technology for trainmng and information access.

I'am writing this letter of support on behalf of the Dolores Chamber of Commerce. We hope to
demonstrate a local need and demand for enhanced computing and Internet access, as well as
the resulting benefits. Our organization hopes to partner with the library for the use of these
computers for training and education, business promotion and community enhancement. Your
consideration of their request will be greatly appreciated Thank you.

Sincerely,

o , , i
- e i TRl
Ef\?{;. weloy 5 o %“i*w :&2}/“ v
Brenda K Smith-Bates

President

Dolores Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors
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DOLORES COMMUNITY CENTER ASSOCIATION
Post Office Box 324
Dolorcs, Colorado 81323
(970) 882-7337

March 3. 2010

Carole Amold

Library Divector
Dolores Pubhic Library
1002 Railroad Avenuc
Dolorcs. CO 81323

Re: Letter of Support
To Whaom It May Concemn:

This letter is to support the DoJores Public Library’s cflorts to obtain ncw computers,
cquipment and training. The Dolores Public Library is the sole source for public
computer access in the community. Computer access and availabilily is essential to our
small community, as the majority of our residents are low to modcrate incomc and many
do not have computers ot intemet access in their homes.

The Dolores Public Library has a history of providing a support system for the town and
this project is no differcnt  These comptiters will allow patrons to [urther their education,
search for jobs, and obtamn needed health and services information. The computers would
also allow for traintng classes both in and outside of the library. The Dolores Public
lLibrary also has an cxcellent history of parincring with other organizations o ensurc
success of projects The Community Center is excited about the prospect of hosting
tramning scssions usmg the Library's laptops and smart board  These computers would be
a tremendous asset to local businesses, non-profits and the local school district.

The ;}r;g}rgg Community Center Association ‘?)Gaf‘ ;pp@ﬂs ?frz‘ L4 brary m implementing
; - Considermg the community's ’le,.{tiié, fihe Lib s history of suc

fad

pz’sv‘%dm services o our cifizeus. this project wi b:: a wonder{u § bo@s{ for Do§
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Shawna Valdez
President
Diglores Comrmunity Cenler Association
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Dolores School District RE-4A
Mark MacHale, Superintendent
17631 Highway 145
Dolores, Colorado 81323

Voice 970-882-7255 Fax 970-882-7685
www.dolores . k12.co.us

March 2,2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Comimissioncr
Colorado Starc Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the superintendent of Dolores School District. On behalf of my orgamzation, I am writing in support of
the Colorado Statc Library's Public Computmg Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opporiunities Program. T am particularly excited about the benefits of the continued partnership between the
School District and the library, along with the opportunitics (o citizens thal enhanced computing and Internet

access at the Dolores Public Library will bring to our communify.

Dolores faces many social and cconomic challenges. Our school has a 55% poverly rate. Our students often
face a rather bleak rcality when school s not in scssion. Many parents struggle to picce together enough
employment o allow them to remain in their homes. Many of our students lack Intcrnet connection at home.
It 1s not uncommon to see cvery computer station occupied when | vigit the library during non-school hours.

The primary goal of the School District is te provide an excellent education for every student. Obviously
technology is a huge part of that goal in the 21" Century, and the library plays a hugc role in helping us meet
our goals. We have cnjoyed an effective partnership with the Dolores Library, and an increase in the
technological capabilities will have a direct impact on the education level of both the students and the adults

m the community.

With increased access to quality technology and Intemet access. our students and parents will be able to
interact and understand the world outside of our small town. They will have access to career, financial and
political information that is sumply not availabic any other way. The Denver Post stopped daily delivery 1o our
area about a year ago, and cven our satellite tclevision is based out of Altbuguerque.

Dolores Schoot Dratrict teachers will also divectly benefit from increased technological capacity at the local
Hhrary. Fvery year the teachers meet with the library staff 1o learn how to use the Hbrary to increase student
achievement. Our teachers greatly bencfit from this training and exposurc. The District also works directly
with the library in offering after school programs for students, and this program would also benefit under this
proposal

[

Vorking with Dolores Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado Siate Library proposa

i. we hope
we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our community and others 1hroughout

Colorado.

The Dolores School District appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submigsion and the National

Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.
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331 So. Camitio del Rio, Ste. C, Durango, GO 81303 970-247-0308

March 03, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenuve

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the Regional Supervisor of the SW Colorado Workfarce Centers, which

include Cortez, Durango and Pagosa Springs Workforce Centers. On behalf

of my organization, I am writing In support of the Colorado’ Stdte Library’s

Public Computing Center = application for the Broadband Technology

Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited about the bernefits, such ag
increased cemputer knowledge for people looking. for work, that enhanced

computing and Internet access at the Dolores Public Library will bring to our

community.

In these touch economic times, competition is great in any job opening.
Having computer knowledge increases an individuals possibilities of finding
and/or keeping employment. With this grant, the Dolores’P‘izbllc:L‘i;brjaryz\)ﬂli*
be able to provide additional access to the world of computers and the Workd
Wide Web. There is current access available, but it is lirfiited and ‘is ‘ot
completely meeting the needs of our community as many people are seeking
to increase the vomputer knowledge to add to their job search toolbox.

Each of the SW Colorado Workforce Centers daes have a resource. area with
computers available to the community to use in their job related endeavors
and periodically we can. provide basic computer training, however, we have
limited staff and limited computers as well as an influx of individuals needing
the computers to address their unemployment needs. With the addition of
new computers and equipment, as well as training and suppott, at the local
library, most community members will be able to assess the technology they
need to become more empfoyable which in tum improves our cothmunhlty as
a whole,

At the present time, Colorado Workforce Centers has initiatives availahle
that will allow eligible individuals to take advantage of free online learning,
however our centars, in the SW region, do not have computers available for
mdividuals to use for thelr online classes. Knowing our local fibrary may

et Flag iAterse Terters are oo Enual Ofpottt Erdioymr / Program
A Auixiitary Altes & Seryices seslable spon roteat in indisduaie with dikabiitios,
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have the equipment and space available for this use enabies us to provide
better customer services by sharing this resource with them,

Waorkforce Centers provide a variety of free services to assist employers and
Job seekers altke. These include but are not fimited to- job listings, computer
& internet access for job related tasks including resume’ writing, labor
market information, recruitment of workers, pre-screeaning & referral
services, tax credits information and Federal Bonding information. 1 can
envision the SW Workforce Centers and the Library collaborating on offering
computer classes to address peoples’ needs to fl| out on line apphications,
create resumes and search for jobs. The Cortez and Durangoe Workforce
Centers each have a conference room in which we could hold job- related
workshops in when the room is available. The Workforte Ceriter staff could
help facilitate the warkshops.

Warking with Dolores Public Library, a library participating in the. Colorado
State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these furids. because of the
significant impact on beth our community and others throughout Colorado.

Our mission is to deliver a workforce system that enhances employer growth
and custommer success by providing employment and training apportunities
that achieve and sustain ecenomic prosperity. The CEWA Project fitg
perfectly into our workforce mission, and we strongly support and endorse
this project.

When ayencies collaborate, customers benefit.

The SW Colorarto Workforce Centers appreciates the Colorado State Library’s
submission and the National Telecommunications and Information
Adminlistration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

ey
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Chice 1. Wiebe

SW Colorado Workforce Centers
331 S. Camino del Rio, Ste, C
Durango, CO 81303

N




March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am the District Library Media Coordinator for Brush Public Schools RE-2J. On behalf
of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public
Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. 1
am particularly excited about the benefits of having the capability of accessing
employment opportunities and training opportunities that enhanced computing and
Internet access at the East Morgan County Library will bring to our community.

As a rural, agriculturally based community, our community is often behind other
communities in terms of technology. We have only a few employers who hire large
numbers of people, with the majority of people working either for themselves or for small
businesses. The economics of the past two years have not helped. Many community
members are forced to look for work elsewhere and this hurts the community. Purchases
of computers are often outside the reach of many of our families, particularly our large
Hispanic population, who use the public library as their means of connecting to the rest of
the world. Many of our families have cut internet access to their homes due to cost. I see
this daily at the schools I work in. We have more and more students staying after school
to use the computers than ever before.

Our organization is here to educate future citizens. We are currently connected to the
Internet on all school computers, but we lack staffing to open the computer labs to the
public. Our public library helps us out currently by staffing a lab one night a week, but
that will end at the end of this month when their facility reopens. Due to filtering issues
that schools face, the public is reluctant to use our computers and turns to the public
library instead. Increased access there will be a tremendous boon to our community being
able to access the world-wide-web.

Having this increased access at the public library will make it possible for more people to
look for employment outside of our region. Additionally, with the increase of on-line
classes, more of our community will be able to access those educational opportunities.
Disabled members of the community will be able to use these computers with the help of
ADA Compliant work stations, giving them access they themselves cannot afford. This
will be of help to many of our students as well as they often do not have the technology
they need at home.

Our school and public libraries have always had a good working relationship. Together
we strive to meet the needs of our students both at school and at home. The increase in
technology at the public library will give me the opportunity to encourage students to use




the public library in their off school time to meet their academic needs. [ currently just
have to send students home when it is time for staff to go home. The few computers at
the public library are in almost constant use and that makes it difficult for students to
complete assignments. Increased access at the public library will help my students who
need that access. We plan to place ads in the monthly newsletters about the public
library’s increased access and encourage parents to take their students there to complete
assignments. While we cannot help with financing, we can send patrons their way.

Working with East Morgan County Library, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal, has always been a part of our commitment to educating future citizens.
We hope they are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on our
community and others throughout the state.

The Brush Public Schools RE-2J appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission
and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of
this application.

Sincerely,

Sandra J. Jordet

District Library Media Coordinator
Brush Public Schools RE-2J

PO Box 585

Brush CO 80723

970-842-5171 x4101




Brush Area Chamber of Commerce / Main Street Project

218 Clayton Street ® Brush, Colorado e (970) 842-2666 or 1-800-354-8659 * Fax: (970) 842-3828

February 26,2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver , CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the Executive Director of the Brush Area Chamber of Commerce. On behalf of my
organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s public computing center
application for Broadband Technologies Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited about
the benefits such as opening the rural internet communication and use of computers at the East
Morgan County Library. Many of our residents do not have computers and internet
connections.

During our library’s construction phase, many people have come to the Brush Chamber
asking to use our internet connections. The average yearly salary in Brush is less than $40,000.
Therefore, a substantial part of our population cannot afford computers and internet service.

If computer internet service is expanded at the East Morgan County Library, the Brush
Area Chamber of Commerce commits to helping communicate this opportunity to our residents.

I do feel that the Brush community would use the Library as a public computing center.
This is based on the fact that when visiting the library I have seen people using their computer
and internet service and based on during their construction phase having more people come to
the Chamber wanting to use our computers here.

As a partner agency we would be willing to have presentations on the library at Chamber
luncheons. The library is an important part of Brush and is held in high esteem as evidenced by
the mil levy increase on a recent election.

Working with the East Morgan County Library, a library participating in the Colorado
State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on




both our community and others throughout Colorado . The Brush Area Chamber of Commerce
appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National Telecommunication and
Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,
Qo A q%‘mﬁbﬁ

Ronald Prascher
Executive Director




March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

| am the Secretary for the Friends Organization of East Morgan County Library in Brush, CO. On behalf of
my organization, | am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center
application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. [ am particularly excited about the
benefits, such as an increase in the number of computers we can offer our patrons and the abhility to
move the computers to any area of the building to offer more privacy, accommodate physical disabilities
and lessen the wait time for use.

Our community in Morgan County (according to City-Data.com) had an average AGI reported in 2004 of
$34,357 compared to the state average of $55,014. Our population density is 21 people per square mile,
also very low, reflecting our rural setting. A large number of our patrons depend on the library
computers for everything from job searches, basic e-mail & school work. Many patrons live in a very
rural area where high speed internet is not attainable yet.

The acquisition of additional laptop computers would enable us to offer our patrons a more quiet,
private spot for better concentration while doing research. Plus we would be able to conduct classes
such as Beginning Computers for our senior population and genealogy research for the Morgan County
Genealogy Society which meets here once a month.

Having the increased internet availability will give our library the opportunity to provide our community
with additional technology for those patrons who would not otherwise be able to have access to
computers and the world they open to us.

Working with East Morgan County Library, a library participating in the Colorado state Library proposal,
we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our community and
others throughout Colorado.

The Friends Organization of East Morgan County Library appreciates the Colorado state Library’s
submission and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Sincerely,

Judith E Taylor
Secretary, Friends of East Morgan County Library
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AGATE SCHOOL DISTRICT #300
PO.Box 118 41032 2 Ave.
Agate, CO 80101
Phone: 719-764-2741  Fax; 719-764-2751
‘ e Kendra Ewing - Superintendent/Principal
[T A R R e e T —— S P RRE YN YT e e —a——)
February 22, 2010

Eugene Halner, Assistant Commissionar
Colorado Stata Library

201 E. Colfax Avenus

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainar:

As an aducator and administrator for Agate School District, | would like to offer a letter of
support for the Colorado State Library's Public Computing Center application for the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program. The erhanced computing and Internet access at the Simia
Branch Library will bring a needed service to our communlty.

Agate School is located in the small, unincorporated town of Agate. Colorado just off Interstate
70. Agate consists of the school, a post office, a church, a smail phone company, and a few
houses The school has experienced a steady decline in enroliment over the yesars and
currently has only 43 students In grades K-12. Inracent years, several small subdivisions have
been platted and & few homes have been constructed in the general area. Psople move Inte
these homes becsuse they are atiracted lo the rural lifestyle on the eastern plains of Colorado;
nowever, many families do not stay for long due to a lack of economic opportunities. Our
schools and libraries are essential cornerstones for learning for ali age groups.

Our local libraries provide an extremely important service for our families. Families in our rural
area usually utiiize the public library In closest geographic proximity. Several famlifes in the
Agste School District drive {heir children to the town of Simia to take advantage of the
resources at the Simis Branch Library

As a public school administrator, | am acuteiy aware that many families in our area do not have
the requisite broadband resources they need to seek information and to learn. | belleve in the
premise of bullding better broadband Infrastructure in underserved areas such as ours. By
enhancing our public computer centers, we can make a difference in the future of all our
residents regardless of thelr socio-economic standing.

Public schools are nalursl partners with their local iibraries Agate's teaching staff will
encourage our students and thelr familles to utilize the resources at the Simia Branch Library.
The compuler classes offered to our students st Agate School can augment the use of
computers by our students when they are al the library. Qur schoot is happy 1o support the
Simla Branch Library by passing ajong Information about thelr rescurces and programs in our
monthly newsletter, The Sparkier, to our constituents

Agate Schoot Diglrict #300 applauds the Coiorado State Library’s submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application,

Sinceraly, . .
v ” [}/
!/K.}{y’?(iﬁi?i Gl 7

Kendra Ewing i

Superintendent/Principal

Lyt

Secrelary




PO. Box 68

BIG SANDY SCHOOL DISTRICT 100-J 619 Pueblo Avenue

(719) 341-2291 Fax (719) 341-2443 or (719) 341-2186 Administration Simla, CO 80835

Steve Wilson, Supenintendent Ken Bailey. Middle School/High School Principal Greg Mitchell, Elementary Principal
Al Snyder. Activities Director

February 24, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the Superintendent at the Big Sandy School District 100-J in Simla, Colorado. On
behalt of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public
Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. 1
am particularly excited about the benefits, such as new computers and equipment,
training and support, ADA Compliant work station and a mobile laptop lab, that
enhanced computing and Internet access at the Simla Branch Library will bring to our
community.

The challenges facing our community are many:

a) Higher gas prices causing people to move closer to their jobs in Colorado Springs
and Denver.

by Declining enrollment (down 17 students from 2 years ago) and revenue for the
school; state budget cuts of $260 million next year resulting in schoof budget
decreases, a recision of $70 thousand this vear and $220 thousand next year.

¢) Agriculture jobs have declined.

d} Sofa Mart closed.

Student learning is our main goal, Technology assists us with this goal. Students having
access to the library’s technology and computers afier school hours, in the evenings, on
weekends and holidayvs would greatly assist us in our mission. We have 20 students
currently taking online classes. Our student population has over 50% free and reduced
lunch which indicates a high level of poverty. The lack of online capabilities at home
indicates a great need for online capabilities through the library.

Owr community utilizes the library’s public computing center now, with its limited
resources, and would greatly benefit from the added equipment. Student learning will
increase by students being able to do more research and homework after school hours.
Not only will our K-12 school benefit, but adults will be able to have access to college
credit,

Tim Tucker, Vice Pres Craig Hamacher, Sec/Treas. Jira Dhgby, Dir. Scott Lutz, Dir




Our students and families partner with the school and it will be exciting to also partner
with our library to increase student learning. Our school will support this project by way
of assistance in training and personnel resources. We closely monitor student learning
through assessments, college readiness and students and family entering the work force
with employment opportunities.

Working with the Simla Branch Library, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal. we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact
on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Big Sandy School and the Simla community appreciate the Colorado State Library’s
submission and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s
consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

Steve Wilson, Superintendent
Big Sandy School District 100-]
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COUNTY OF ELBERT

OQFFICE OF THE BOARD Del Schwab
COUNTY COMMIRSIONERS Disgriet |

Hope Goetz
PO BOX 597 District 2

KIOWA COLORADOQ 80117 Johna Shipper
Adminisrative Agsistant 303-621-313% Pistricy

Murch [, 2010

Bugene Hamer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver. CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hamner:

[ am writing on behalf of the Elbert County Board o’ County Commissioners. to support the
Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program. The upgrading of the fechnology in Flbert { ounty is long overdue. Due
to the economic down tam, many of our citizeus have found themselves out of work. With the
rural nature of our county there are limited oppartunities 10 a public computing center.

Elbert County has received publicity in recent years for being one of the fastest growing counties
in the natton.  However. most af our growth has been redidential and county services have not
kept up with the demand.  The county’s commercral and industrial tax base, necessary w0 support
thode services, 15 almost non-existent.

Dur county ig one of Colorado’s older counties  In fact. Elbert Conmty could almost be called the
Father of Colorade’s Central Plains, as much of the land in other counties 1 our region was
originally part of Llbert County. Like Lincoln, Kit Carson and Chevenne counties, Elbert
County has a rich heritage of sprawling ranches and famons catile barons, historic rails and
ratiroad history.

We wholly support the Simdg Library in applying for pram funding for the Colorade State
Library’s Public Computing Center. This would be a2 benedlt for all Fibert Cnunty citizens,

Best Regards,

; K / 7
y é.fl I T P
Hope Goetz ’
Chairman. Boord of County Conmnissioners
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Colorado East Community Action Agency
“PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE"
THE COUNTIES QF: LLBERT. LINCGLN, KIT CARSON, AND CHEYENNE

P.O. BOX 415 STRATTON. CO 80836
(719) 3485303 sscm@ecnryolng  FAX(719) 348-5305

Rabeccg A. Cartey Gary Beedy
EXECUITVE DIRECTOR CHAIRFERSON

February 23,2009

Eu%ene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Coltax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr, Hainer:

I am the Exscutive Director of the Colorado East Community Action Agency. On
behalf of my organization, T am writing in support of the Colorado State Library's
Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Techuology Opportunities
Program. [ am particularly excited about the benefits, such as the increased ability
to service rural clients, that enhanced computing and Internet access at the Simla
Branch Library will bring to our community.

As an agency that serves low income, elderly and handicapped citizens in the four
rural Colorado counties of Cheyenne, Elbert, Kit Carson and Lincoln it is a
challenge for our staff to be able o supply services to geographically remote
locations.  These rural residents do not have ready access to free income tax
preparation and Medicare counseling. Often these residents are in need of
advocacy when in need of various services, While we hzve an Qutreach Worker in
Elbert County, the need for her services is often beyond what one counselor can
provide. We are increasingly developing ways we can improve service delivery via
technology.

Gur current services inolude free income tax preparation as well as Medicare
nsurance counseling.  We also provide linkages to other available services,
federal, state, local or private

The Simla Library already does an excellent job of attracting community members
and providing & centralized location for cotnmunity needs. in our own case, for the
past two years the Simla Library has allowed us to use their facilities to provide
free income tax preparation for low income residents. The support the !ibrary staff
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has given us has allowed us to come into the community and offer this valuable
service in a convenient location.

Enhanced computer access has the potential of allowing us 1o further expand our
services 1o the communily, We could provide more tax help as well as ongoing
Medicare counseling. Better computer capabilites would enatle us 1o serve more
people more frequently with few siatf hours.

With betier computer technology we would he able to increase the amount of
services we provide to the residents in and around Simla. We would also be willing
to work with the Library to increase any services to the target population. We
would be open to collaborating on any needed training and would be willing to
share any appropriate statisrics as requested

Working with Simla Branch Library, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal, we hope we are awarded thege funds because of the significant
mmpact on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Colorado East Community Action Agency appreciates the Colorado Siate
Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration’s consideration of this application,

Sincerely,

Rebecca A. Carter
Executive Director
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STATE Of COLORADO

Bill Rittar, Jr.,, Qovemor
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE

AN EQUAL OPPORTURITY EMPLOYER

Th E. Remington, Diractor -
8060’ .B:aadw:ryn ¢ For Wildlift-
Denver, Colorada BOZ16 For Peaplr

Teiephona: (303) 287-11892
wikiiis sigte co.us

March 3, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Libmry

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

1 amn a local wildlife officer for the Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW). My district includes Blbert and El
Paso countes. | am writing to express my support for the Elbert Coumty Public Library in applying for the
Colorado State Library's Public Computing Center for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. [ am
particutarly excited about the benefits it will bring to our community such as enhanced computing and Internet

access at the Elbert County Public Library.

Many people who contact CDOW often get directed to the CDOW website to retrieve information relating to
wildlfe viewing, living with wildlife, hunting and fishiog information. Often times, when a person requests
information, they like 10 receive that information as quickly as possible. The information that one had to walt to
be received in the mail can now be accessed quickly and easily from the internet. Home internet may not be an
option in rural communities becsuse of the cost for satellite service when DSL or cabls intemnet service is

unavailshle.

The CDOW encourages outdoor enthusiast such as huntess, fishermen, and wildlife watchers to propare and plan
ahead for a tip. Most of the information can be found on the intemet, however » significant amount of the
Information 1s also found st Jocal libraries. Being able to ancess both resources at one location will make the
planning part of a trip more efficiont and epjoyable. CDOW also utilizes websltes for online Hunter Education,
Hunter Education is a required course one must complete before they can hunt. Huanter Education is not only for
those who wish to hunt, but slso waches safe ficearm bandling. Many Hunter Education instrustors have
dizcovered that kide have increased test scores when they take the class online compared to a traditional class
setting. This is often because the mtemnet can be used fo teach people based on their different learning styles and
at one’s own pace. Online hunter education courses utilize video, text, interactive demonstrations, and
opportunities for text to be read to the student. Once a student completoes the online portion, they attend a cinss
where thoy take a test and have hands on training

CDOW has experiopced and recognizes a decrease in wildlife recreation over the past several years. CDOW
rchios on lcense sales as the primary funding source for wildlife management and habitat protection. and {s not
funded by state tax payers. Rural communities also benefit from wildlife recreation and activity. Often hunters,
fishermen and wildlife viewers stay in small town hotels and support local businesses. In attempt to reduce the
decline that affects both CDOW and rural communities, CDOW is taking innovative approaches to advertize and
market wildlife recrestion. Most of the marketing and resources are driven by the internst,
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL REBOURCES, Jsrma 5. Madin, Execitive Dirvetor
WILDLFE COMARBSION, Tim (lenn, Chakr » Robest Sireeter, Vice Chatr » Mark Smith, Secretary
werdars, s Buoechine « Brad Conrs = Jeffey Crasefted » Dorothen Furtls « Roy MoAnaly » John Singledscy
Ex Officio Mambers, James B Mariin and Jobhn Stulp




MAR-B5S-28010 12148 PM SIMLAa BRAMNCH LIBRARY 7195412152 P

Mar 04 10 03:08p CO0 Division af Wildlife 719-683-7537 p.2

it is important for everyone to have aqual access to the tochnology in order to access the wealth of information

and have better Joarning opportunitics. Library compuiers and intemet can provide equal access to information
and resources for the communities in Blbert County. Asa local wildlife officer in Elbert County, I have utilized
the Elbort County |ibrary resources to teach bunter education snd other wildlife related classes. Expanded

compuler resources would expand the local community’s opportunity to take sdvantage of CDOW’s and other
educationsl websites, and unlook tremendous learning opportunities.

Working with Elbert County Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library proposal, [
hope they arc awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our community and others

throughout Colorado.
I appreciate the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

g

Jeromy Huntington
Cotorado Division of Wildlife
District Wildlifs Mansger
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I SR
ESRY L\ gr;it_izng in supoort of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing
R tanter-application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.
(Frese) computer lab access is at a minlmum for tha residents of Eibert
County. The need to communicate online for preparation of joD applications,
resumes, searching for awailapliity of current job openings, use of a-mail for
applying and online communications with employers are necessgry elements
in the labor market today. The addition of 8 computar lab In the Simia ares
would give residents of the outlaying areas access to a local fab az well 83
alleviate the current over-load of the Elizabeth computer labs (Elizabeth

Library and Elizabsth Workfarce Center).

To Whom IT May Concern:

e 1T

..

The Elizabeth Workforce center appreciates the Colorado State Library's
submussion and the Natlonal Telecommunications and informatlon
Administration’s consideration of this application.

tnig Regrs

st ] - {(Office Manager
iizaneth Workforce Canter

i$)

K
HE

col Karl Bauman
e-mail: director@elbertcountyliorary. org

Suddington Filzabiain Fort Morgen Limon Starling
1 43 A Martn Ave 245 Cizabeth 8L 1% Msin BB [ Aoderes Y Colisge
Guriington, L0 Suite A1 Bl 200 P Box 875 iplear Hall #22
BUROT Eirsbeth OO 80107 Fort Morgae, 0 Umoa, G0 H0B28 Sietng, CO 20731
For more 0l For muwe info . {erie k) For more info For more ofy
7153488131 3036482783 For mars into 7187752387 STO-522-8040

Em eRT OEDA

Yums
278 M. nibary
Bute 1210

vums, OO 80750

For o ofG:
DI0-848-3780
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Town of Simla
323 Pueblo Ave. P.O. Box 237
Simla, CO 80835
719-541-2468

Tradition of Eami y and Friends

February 26, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the Mayor for the Town of Simla. On behalf of the Town, I am writing in support of
‘the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program. [ am particularly excited about the benefits, such as
having facility for our citizens to grow in both education and financially, that having
enhanced computing and Internet access at the Simla Branch Library of Elbert County
will bring to our community.

Simla is a small town on the plains of Colorado. Our Town has seen some hardships in
the past few years but the citizens continue to be strong and believe in our small town.
Small towns have a way of sticking together during times of need. Even our loeal library
is looking at ways to help with the struggles of our citizens by finding this grant. This
grant will not only help with the citizens inside the Town of Simla but all the citizens in
the area.

With the loss of our biggest company in town (closed due to the economy) a majority of
citizens were left without jobs. Some of citizens are not able to commute to the city

(48 miles away) and continue to struggle to find income. Many of these citizens are now
on government funding, Some of our citizens have not used a computer before and could
extremely benefit from classes that this grant would provide. This type of education can
only improve the chances for local citizen to receive that job they are looking for. Even
the possibility to take classes online to get the college education needed. This grant is
hugely needed for this community. Without jobs or the means to get a job we will not
have citizens. Without citizens we will not have a Town.

These computers can also help local businesses with any training needed. Having a
computer center gives local business the opportunity to train multiple people at the same
time and also with online training. This is a great resource for the whole town and those
argund us.

Ay]

-
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Qur library has shown to be a great asset to our Town by providing classes to the citizens
to get their GED, which they could not achieve before. Bringing the community together
with different events. Having reading programs that interest the kids with brining ina
dog to read to. Having a facility for different groups to meet such as; gardening club, knit
and crochet ladies. Teen activities to keep them busy and out of trouble. There is not a
day on the calendar that is not filled with something to help our community to be a closer,
more educated community. This grant would allow the library to continue to help those in
this community.

Working with Simla Branch Library of Elbert County, a library participating in the
Colorado State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the
significant impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Town of Simla appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

Jerry Allen
Town of Simla, Mayor




February 26, 2010

Eugene Hainer, assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Ave.

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Haner:

] am a City Councilman for the town of Fleming, Colorado. On behalf of the Council, | am writing in
support of the Colorado State Library's Public Computing Center application for the Broadband
Technology Opportunity Program. | am particularly excited about benefits such as increased public
access to the world that enhanced computing and Internet access at the Fleming Community Library will
bring to our community.

Fleming, a town of 400 citizens and community center for another 200 doesn't have a doctor or hospital,
but makes do with the nurse practitioner. The nearest hospital and clinic utilize a medical service
provider which provides "the doctor of the week" resulting in the need for patients to be highly
informed about their family's and their own health and medications. Our students are falling behind in
acquisition of 21st-century skills because our hardware and Internet facilities are outdated. The primary
objective of Fleming Schools is to educate tomorrow's citizens, a lofty goal crippled by last decade's-old
technology. Because Fleming is a tiny remote rural community, access to a university library or another
in-depth research facility is difficult. Our population demographic is a reverse bell curve with aging
grandparents caring for young children while working adults live wherever they find paying jobs. The
commuter adults try to work on skill upgrade, while here over weekends and are hampered by the
technology available in the library. The only large employers in the area are the Colorado Department
of Corrections (DOC) and local agricultural cooperatives. The DOC is undergoing budget cuts in local
cooperatives are automating. Residential property values have remained relatively steady, but low. The
combination of few jobs, fewer well-paying jobs, and low tax revenues have limited the ability of the
Fieming Library to meet patron needs.

The goal of Fleming Community Library is to facilitate the learning, training, and enjoyment of student
and adult town residents and those in the surrounding community. The library is wheelchair accessible
and allows patrons easy access to all areas of the library, including computer stations. The library acts as
a community education center, and all library patrons may access Internet information and library
materials for their personal and professionai growth. Because of its location and isolation, Fleming does
not receive daily delivery of newspapers from any metropolitan center. These newspapers must be
accessed via the Internet for those wishing access to the news and any job or retail information from




outside the Fleming area. Many goods and services are not available locally, and residents must
research and diagnose their needs, determine the procedures and products necessary to meet those
needs and make the orders themselves over the Internet. Many library patrons do without because
they don't have adequate technology at home and the technology at the library is outdated and our
library staff has limited training in assisting patrons with technology.

There are no training facilities, easily accessible to community members without extensive travel.
Access to training by Internet is the only viable training opportunity available to numerous library
patrons. Applications for many jobs are accessible only online and access to them will allow Fleming,
community members better opportunities to seek employment in a difficult economic environment.
New and upgraded computers and Internet access will allow those seeking 21st-century skills the
opportunity to fulfill their needs in our global economy. Library patrons will have access to the latest in
government information and will be able to find out what is happening at the city, county, state and
national level. Important information concerning the workings, processes, programs, and procedures of
government are often unknown to community members due to the lack of printed resources that reach
our community. New computing power and Internet access will allow citizens to find information that is
of vital import or interest to them.

Sincerely,

7

Clayton F. Gorman




March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E.Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Ms. Hatner:

I am the president of the Library Association of the Fleming community. | am writing in
supportt of the Colorado State Libraty's Public Computing Center application for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited about the
benefits which will reach out to many more individuals that enhanced computing and
Internet access will bring to our library and to our community.

Our rural community is facing the loss of several businesses which have consolidated in
larger towns. Our local grocety store closed and our grain elevator facilities have merged
to a larger facility in another community. This leaves a population lacking in funding for
impotrtant programs as well as searching for jobs at greater distances.

The Fleming Libraty Association is composed of representatives from the school, town
and community. Our goals and objectives ate to provide all people in the libraty setvice
the opportunity to access and use information for education, enlightenment,
entertainment and lifelong learning. To develop partnerships with community groups to
understand better the needs of its diverse citizens and to use every practical means to
satisfy them. This includes providing every resident free basic service to holders of
Colorado Library Cards. To exploit all reasonable opportunities for utilization of
information systems, identifying community needs and exerting deliberate efforts to
inform non-users the advantages of available library service.

Our Association wotks closely and compatibly with all three entities to provide each of
these services. Howevet, our budgets are limited, especially at the present time due to
out economy. Out local libraty is the community hub and an enhanced computing
capability would setve very effectively in reaching our purpose and goals.

The Library Association will suppott the libraty using these computers to meet the goals
of our organization and will assist in training and financially, if possible, to receive the
Broadband Technology Oppottunity Program. This will provide job accessibility,
educating computer use and availability for health services as well. The impact will be
measured by increased usage, opening the doors of technology to many more in our area
as well as providing rural communities to become better educated citizens.

Working with the Fleming Community Libraty, a library participating in the Colorado
State Libtaty proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant
impact on both out community and others throughout Colorado.




The Fleming Community Library appreciates the Colorado State Library's submission
and the National Telecommunications and Information and Administration's
consideration of this application.

Sincerely

: Ny T
/4;42 [‘t;n%, \_.‘ﬂ;)/éﬂﬁén.f#- on gk
e TN
3 . .
Laurel” Williams
President
Fleming Community Library Association




March 3, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am a Council Member of the Fleming Town Council. On behalf of my organization, | am writing
in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the
Broadband Technologies Program. | am particularly excited about these benefits, such as high
speed internet, that enhanced computing and Internet access at the Fleming Community
Library will bring to our community. '

The Fleming Community Library has become a hub to a variety of people within the community.
The staff at the library has made it a priority to welcome all people of all ages and backgrounds.
Often patrons of the Fleming Community Library do not have internet access at home. Thus,
Fleming Community Library has become the place where people who cannot afford internet
can gain access to it.

The economy of Fleming is tied to farming and the school district. Therefore, many families
within Fleming do not have very high socio-economic backgrounds. In fact, the school district
includes about 30-35% of its population that qualify for free lunches. As we become more
interconnected to the world, we feel that of community members must have adequate
technology skills and access. From our summer reading programs to the retirees that frequent
the library, we have made it a goal to provide people with opportunities to use technology at
the Fleming Community Library. Given our distance from major cities and libraries, our patrons
particularly rely on internet access to find educational and economic resources hundreds of
miles away.

The community already uses what resources we have as a public computing center, and we
would greatly appreciate the opportunity to expand this dynamic. We believe that people in
our community must have technology skills to compete in a global economy. If granted more
computer access, we would like to develop workshops and other opportunities for people for
learn these skills. We would especially plan to partner with our school district, Frenchman RE-
3, and Northeastern Junior College to provide technological support and classes for the people
of Fleming.




The Fleming Town Council will continue to insist the Fleming Community Library provide
technological opportunities. We plan to provide training opportunities for our library staff, and
we would be willing to dedicate some matching funds in our upcoming budgets. We would also
seek further opportunities to work with existing institutions in providing training and classes for
the patrons that would be using this technology.

Working with our Fleming Community Library, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library Proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on
both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Fleming Community Library appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Sincerely,

Danlel =. Conn

Fleming Town Council



February 24, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

| am the Superintendent of the Frenchman RE-3 School District located in Fleming,
Colorado. On behalf of my District, | am writing in support of the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program. | am particularly excited about the benefits, such as increased
access to our rural community and school populations that enhanced computing and
Internet access at the Fleming Community Library will bring to our community.

Our community is a rural — somewhat isolated farming/ranching community. Many of
our students and population do not have Internet access or access to reading materials
except through our library. The library also provides for a summer reading program and
is open during the summer for our patrons.

Our community provides the only School and Community Library in our area of the
state. This cooperative effort was created in 1995 and it formed a partnership between
the Fleming Library Association, the Town of Fleming, and the Frenchman RE-3 School.
We provide library services not only during school hours, but also after hours and in the
summer through this cooperative. The populations that use our library are students,
parents, and the senior citizens of our community. The Library Association accepts
donations and does fundraising to provide the adult collection of the library. The school
provides the student collections for the Library. We have just added wireless
capabilities to our Library so that community members who might have laptops are able
to bring them to the Library and access the Internet.

Our patrons already use the Library for Internet access. If we had the increased
capabilities that this grant would provide, then that use would expand. We could also
make the use of the Library available to groups who could use a computing center in the
evenings as needed. Access to the Internet makes it possible for our patrons to do



research for college classes or distance learning, and indeed would increase our
capability to provide for online class opportunities. We already have a partnership with
the Town and Library Association in the operation of the Library. Therefore, activities
could be planned and coordinated very easily between the three entities.

Working with the Fleming School and Community Library, a library participating in the
Colorado State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the
significant impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Fleming Community Library appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission
and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of
this application.

Sincerely,

Jim D. Copeland
Superintendent




Main Campus

920 Barlow Road

Fort Morgan, CO 80701
970-542-3208

FAX 970-542-3115

COMMUNITY COLLEGE OFFICE OF INSTRUCTION

Vice President of Instruction
Betty J. McKie

March 3, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80807

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program that will enhance the Fort Morgan Public Library. This facility is the first contact for many of our new
community members and these funds would help provide the technical service that many of our new residents expect when they move
here. The enhanced computing and internet access will be such a plus for this community as we need to be able to get reliable internet
service in eastern Colorado.

From a higher education perspective, students at Morgan Community College (MCC) would benefit greatly as this would add to our
student’s options for computer use if they are unable to afford a home computer. The Fort Morgan Public Library is open on
Saturdays when our labs are not available — many students have expressed the need for Saturday hours but staffing and budget do not
allow us to provide this service at this time. MCC students are now required to have a current e-mail address in order to enroll.
Unfortunately, many of the students in the high needs population do not own their own computer. The addition of the computers at
the Fort Morgan Public Library will give them one more place to access their course requirements and participate in online distance
learning opportunities with other universities and colleges.

As the economy continues to change, we have seen an increase in the number of students coming back for training and retraining, in
order to enhance their job skills. MCC has partnered with the Colorado Work Force Center and their clients in eastern Colorado to
provide classes in critical areas such as; job skills, resume building and the job application process. Again, most of the targeted
population does not have access to computer services, outside of our computer labs.

Working with The Fort Morgan Public Library and the other public libraries across our service area in eastern Colorado has been a
great partnership for Morgan Community College. We hope they will be awarded the funds because of the significant impact on the

community of Fort Morgan as well as others throughout eastern Colorado.

Morgan Community College appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,
Betty J. Meie
Betty J. McKie

Vice President of Instruction
Morgan Community College

Our Vision is Community Our Mission is Learning Our Commitment is Service Our Standard is Excellence




February 19, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am the Executive Director of Morgan County Reonomic Development Corporation
(MCEDC). On behalf of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunitics Program. 1 am particularly excited about the benefits and opporfunities
that enhanced computing and Internet access at the Fort Morgan Public Library will bring
fo our community.

Morgan County is 4 community where there are households that do not have computers
or computer capabilities. Thus, leaving a large population not being able to access the
internet. Having access to this techunology within our library system will allow this
population to be able to partake in the internet world ranging from school work
assignments to addressing healthcare questions.

MCEDC has a strong focus to make Morgan County a great place to live and to do
business in. So any infrastructure to help support or make the community a better place is
important to us. This addition to our public library will allow the entire population to
improve themselves in whatever capacity they need. In order to set Morgan County apart
we have to have assets that we can build upon, this library and its future technology
outlet helps us achieve this.

As MCEDC is a non-profit corporation we cannot put funds toward this program but we
fully endorse its importance and will continue to refer persons to this facility for support
as needed.

Working with Fort Morgan Public Library, a lbrary participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact
on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

MCEDC appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,
@U\U

Kart Linker
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City of Fort Morgan

2.0 Box 100 « Fort Morgan, CO 80701
wiww cityofforimoergan.com

March 3, 2010

The Fort Morgan Public Library offers many programs to the community. | feel this grant for
laptop computers would benefit the Senior Citizens of this community in a way that has not
been available to them in the past. As the Fort Morgan Senior Center Coordinator, | have
received several requests to offer classes at the Senior Center from basic to advanced
computer applications. These laptop computers would provide that opportunity. Bringing
computers to the Senior Center could serve yet another group of Fort Morgan’s citizens.

Research has shown that Older Adults that use a computer even an hour a day create new
paths in the brain known as “growing dendrites” which wards off Alzheimer's.

Best Regards,

Jane Perkins
Senior Center Coordinator

PEQPLE +» PARTNERSHIP - PROGRESS

City Half 110 Main St. {(870) 542-3960 * City Hali Annex 100 Main St (870) 542-3977
City Complex 710 E. Railroad Ave. (970) 867-4310 - Utility Billing 710 E. Railroad Ave. (970) 867-4350
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March 8, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am the Veterans Representative/Employment Specialist at the Fort Morgan Workforce
Center. On behalf of my organization, 1 am writing in support of the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program. [ am particularly excited about the benefits, such as additional
computer access for job seekers in the community, that enhanced computing and Internet
access at the Fort Morgan Public Library will bring to our community.

The customers of the Workforce Center encompass a broad section of the area
community and include people from all levels of education and economic status. Since all
persons on Unemployment Insurance must be registered with the Workforce Center, and
the unemployment rate has been much higher for the past eighteen months, we have seen
a sharp increase in folks in very dire economic circumstances. There are far more people
seeking self-sufficient entry level jobs in the area then there are job openings.

The primary objective for the Workforce Center regarding job seekers is to either directly
provide them with the tools to find a job, or refer them to agencies that can further that
goal. Internet access is very important to this population. Many jobs can only be applied
for online, and with out internet access the job seeker does not have the opportunity for
those positions. We do have a resource room, but we only have four computers with
internet access. It is common that we have to ask people to wait because-all of the
computers are busy. Additional internet access would be a great help to the job seekers.
The location of the Library is directly across the street from the Workforce Center,
making it an ideal location for our customers.

The Workforce Center has partnered with the Fort Morgan Public Library in the past by
utilizing the current computer lab for computer job search workshops. The additional
computers would be a great help to us in expanding those workshops to job seekers. The
numbers of people that have very limited computer skills but are looking for jobs that
require some computer background is a constant challenge for us. A resource like the
additional computer access at the library would be a very valuable tool for the marketing
of the computer workshops. The hours of the library could accommodate people who
work during the day. The Workforce Center could track those attending the workshops
and also collect surveys to better focus the topics of the classes.
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Overall, the additional resource of an expanded computer access will lead to more people
able to obtain employment that they may not have been able to do so without it. That fits
in directly with our mission as a Workforce Center.

Working with Fort Morgan Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact
on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Fort Morgan Workforce Center appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission
and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of
this application.

Sincerely,

Kirk Woerner

Veterans” Representative

Fort Morgan Workforce Center
411 Main St. Suite 200

Fort Morgan, CO 80701

(970) 867-9401 ext. 13

GEMG




February 26, 2010

Colorado State Library
201 E Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Committee Members

The Fowler Chamber of Commerce would like to acknowledge its support of the
Fowler Municipal Library. The library is an important part of our community. One
of the needs of our library that has increased dramatically is the need for current
technology. As you are aware, computers are necessary for research,
communication, and a variety of uses. Whereas the income level in our
community is low, up-to-date technology at our public library is essential. We
sincerely hope that you will consider the Fowler Municipal Library’s grant request.

Sincerely,

~Shawn Pagnotta
Fowler Chamber Secretary




200 Main Streex
Fowler, CO 8103%
{719) 263-446!

Fax (719} 263-5845
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February 22, 2010

Colorado State Library
201 E Colfax Avenue
Denver, CC 80203

Dear Committee Members

The Town of Fowler would like to acknowledge its support of the Fowler
Municipal Library. The library is an integral part of our community. One of the
needs of our library that has increased dramatically is the need for current
technology. As you are aware, computers are necessary for research,
communication, and a variety of uses. Whereas the income level in our
community is low, up-to-date technology at our public library is essential. We
sincerely hope that you will consider the Fowler Municipal Library’s grant request.

Sincérely,

Mayor



A
Iri-County Housing & Community Development Corporation

ST 1991 Serving Bent, Crowley & Otero Counties
February 23, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I'am the Assistant Director at the Tri-County Housing Inc. On behalf of my organization,
I['am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center
application for the Broadband Techmlogv Opportumtles Program. 1 am particularly

oy tard o thn lamatfiea Al o Al A g ~
excited about the SCHROTIS, SucCit as technolo sgy inal enhanced com

access at the Fowler Public Library will bring to our community.

w3

Hing and Intornst
L1 and nemet

Paragraph #1: Description of Community Needs — consider answ ering the following
questions as appropriate

e What challenges — such as economic, education, and health — does your
community face? Please provide any statistical evidence or anecdotes to illustrate
this. Indicate the target populations with high need. 7¥i- County Housing assists
low fo moderate income groups with opportunities to obiain or improve
affordable housing. Over 60% of the households in our County fall in the income
categories below 50% area median income.

o What are the reasons your community has had difficulty tackling these
challenges? Examples may include lack of funding for important programs, the
recent loss of a major employer, etc. We are located in a rural area thir (v five
miles to the nearest lar ‘ge city.  The employment upportunities just are not
available and’or not cost effective for individuals who might get only a minimum
wage job lo commute to. The economy has affected everyone but we are limited
to what can be improved here.

Paragraph #2: Brief description of how your organization addresses these needs for
its constituents — consider answering the following questions as appropriate

* What are your organization’s primary goals and objectives with regard to the
targeted need-population? In addition to improving the living conditions of low to
moderate income families, families have a lot of negative credit issues flzat
prevent them from dbtaining favorable interest rates or insurance. We counse
households on what they can do to improve their credit and in doing that zhfzy
mist get the credit report at least every six months lo monitor any chnges

» How do you use computers and Internet access cunentlv or how could they
potentially help you facilitate these goals and objectives?. They need o have
access (0 the web, which our library could have availabie fm them 1o use

f vy gy
Ne ;ghbsﬁ’sf{}rks* 34385

CHARTERED MEMBER {

iwy, 167 = PO Box 87 » Fowler, OO 81602
18) 263-5168 » Fax (719) 263-3460 » TTD
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Paragraph #3: Envisioning the local library with enhanced computing capability, as
the community hub - consider answering the following questions as appropriate

®

How do vou think your community and/or organization’s constituents would use
the library as a public computing center? The adults need a place where they can
get familiar with computers and the center would meet that need. Children have
access to computers while at school, but not at home, the center can be open for
after school hours.

What will the resulting benefits be for the local community and/or your
organization’s constituents? There would be opportunities for on line trainings
that would be a benefit to health improvements, educational sites as well as
entertainment.

What other agencies or partnerships do you or will you develop to make valuable
use of the computers? The Senior Citizens Center and the Schools.

Paragraph #4: Partnership with the library on this grant — consider answering the
following questions as appropriate:

®

As appropriate, how will you work with the library on using these computers to
meet the goals of your organization We would have a location where our clients
can have use of the computers.

What type if training/support/financial match will you contribute at a partner
agency?

We are a non profit organization with focus toward affordable homeownership,
the library can refer inquires to our office.

How will you determine the impact?

Working with Fowler Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both
our community and others thmughout Colorado.

the Mational Telecommunicatior
a:ppncaﬁ@n,
Sincerely,
,.M{’\;‘ B
{ § [ N

Ramona J. Stites
Assistant Director
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March 2, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Coloradn State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203 -

Dear Mr. Hainer:

The Gunnison County Board_of.Cbtknty Commiﬁianars.ﬁrbng!y supports the Colorado stéte‘

Libraty’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program. . o

With these funds, the Gunnison Public Library will purchase new ccmpgie:s; and equipment, as
well as training and support, so that our community members have greater access to
 information such as employment postings, heaith information and government websites, These

funds will alsé provide the opportisnity for the ibrary to-obtain ADA compliant work stations that
will support library patrons who may have difficulty using standard public computer stations.

Working with the Gunnison County Library District and the Gunnison Public Library, a library
participating In the Colerado State Library proposal, we hope we are ‘awarded these funds

ecause of the significant positive impact on both our community and our visitors from.
throughout Colorado, . :

We appreciate th_é‘(:asora_dq:js_tat_e Library’s submission and the Nationaf Telecommunications
and Information Administration’s consideration of this application, = ’

Thank you,

arr, Chairpe

4 3 S

Hap’Channell, Commissioner . Paula: Swernson, Commissioner

cc:  Gunnison Couhty Library District Executive Director Larry Mevedith

200 East Virginia Avenye « Gunpison, CO 81230
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March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

On behalf of the Board of Directors and Staff of the Gunnison Country Chamber of
Commerce | am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing
Center application for the Broad and Technology Opportunities Program. We are very
excited about the benefits, that enhanced computing and Internet access that this will
bring to our community, thought the Gunnison Public Libary.

Gunnison is a community were many of our residents and a high number of our visitors
that are just passing through need access to a computer and to the internet to look for
information or to check their emails. The only place in our community that offers this
service is our public library. Because we also manage the Visitor Center for the
Gunnison Country I can tell you that we refer 5 to 10 groups a day in the summer to our
Library for the usage of their system. We have become very depend on what they can
offer our community!

We work closely with the Gunnison Public Library, a library participating in the
Colorado State Library proposal, and we hope they are awarded these funds because of
the significant impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Gunnison Country Chamber of Commerce appreciates the Colorado State Library’s
submission and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s
consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

el

Tammy Scott

Executive Director

info@gunnisonchambercom « www.gunnisonchamber.com




March 1,2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Benver, CO 80203

Dear Wir. Hainer:

The City of Gunnison would like to express their support for the Gunnison Public Library grant
application concerning the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center for the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program. They are requesting American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act federal stimulus funds to expand their Public Computer Center.

If these funds are awarded, the Gunnison Public Library will receive new computers and
eauipment, as well as training and support, so that our community members can get more
support for job searching, educational support for high need populations and access to reliable
health information and e-government websites. In addition, our community will have, for the
first time, ADA Compliant work stations in our library to su pport those who are blind, visually
impaired, or have other challenges to using standard public computer stations.

The request includes laptop labs which can not only be set up in the library but also in other
agencies so that more of our community can take advantage of this technology fortraining and
access toinformation.

We have a demonstrated local need and demand for enhanced computing and Internet access
to provide the aforementioned resulting benefits. We agree that thisis a valuable program that
will benefit Gunnison County and encourage you to strongly consider this request.

Sincerely,
{

R

City Manager

PO Box 230 201 W. Virginid Avenue - Gunaison, CO 81230:0239  PHONE: (970) 641-8000  FAX: (970) 641-8651




March 8™, 2010 Gunnison County

Extension

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner 275 South Spruce Street
: Gunnison, Colorado 61230

Colorado State Library (970) 641-1260
201 E. Colfax Avenue | Fax(970) 641-8553
gunmson@maﬁ‘ext.colostataedu

Denver, CO 80203 www.gunnison.colostate.edu

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am an Outreach Coordinator at Colorado State University Gunnison County Extension.
On behalf of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s
Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program. 1 am particularly excited about the benefits, such as, partnering with the library
to deliver health programs, and family education classes that enhanced computing and
Internet access at the Gunnison County Library will bring to our community.

s The challenges our community faces are health, education, and economic.
Our underserved community consisting mostly of immigrant familics and
transient families are at high risk and need of researched based programming.

e One of the reasons the Gunnison County Community has difficulty tackling these
tasks is lack of computers and at times scheduling venues that have internet
access.

e Gunnison County Extension provides information, education, and encourages the
application of research-based knowledge in response t0 local and national issues
affecting individuals, youth, families, and agricultural enterprises.

e An inpovative way that we attract an audience is to provide Basic Computer
Classes, and in exchange the participants learn about Diabetes Awareness and
Prevention, Personal Budgeting, Parenting Workshops and Food Safety.

e The library as a Family Center hub will make it more attractive and approachable
to families.

e CSU Gunnison County Extension will deliver research-based education.

Working with the Gunnison County Library, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact
on both our community and others throughout Colorado. The Colorado State University
Gunnison County Extension appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Sincerely,

Sylvia Bonham; Outreach Coordinator

Colorade State University; U.S. Department of Agriculture and Colorado counties cooperating.
Extension programs are avaifable to all without discrimination.




Heartd anp Human Bervices DEPARTMENTS
Human Services Phone: (970) 641-3244 Fax: {970) 641-3738
public Mealth Phone:  (970) 6410209 Fax: (970) 641-8346
225 N Pine St, Gunnison, CO 81230

Website: www . GunnisonCounty.org

March 5% 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hamner:

I am the Coordinator for two programs at the Gunnison County Department of Health and
Human Services; The Foster Care Program and The Early Childhood Council. On behalf
of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public
Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. T
understand the importance of providing quality Internet access to our community. Itisa
valuable and integral part of the lives of community members that helps them succeed in
their professional and personal lives. Enhanced computing and Internet access at the
Gunnison County Public Library will bring increased access fo services in our
community. It is highly important to bring enhanced computer and Internet services to
Gunnison County Public Library forthe following reasons:

One of Gunnison County’s largest populations in need of increased computing and
Internet access is the large migrant and immigrant populations. Many individuals come
to the Gunnison Valley to seek employment from the ski and tourism industry. This
population is at risk because they are disenfranchised by poverty, lack of social network,
fack of knowledge of services and resources in this community, and above all- language
barriers.  Access to Internet and computers would provide them with valuable
information about health and other resources in our community, as well as allowing them
to search for information in their language. As our world becomes increasingly more
computerized, many job applications are only accepted by electronic submission, thus
forcing one to use a computer. For Gunnison’s migrant and immigrant populations, one -
of the only points of access to a computer is the Gunnison County Library.

My program, the Early Childhood Council, partners with the Gunnison County Multi
Cultural Resource Ofﬁce For thls reason, I am aware of this need. It would greatly
serve one of Gunnison’s most venerable populations, and increase the probability that
this at risk group would achieve employment, communication, increase their knowledge
of health, and available services, if the Gunnison County Library is awarded funding for
enhanced computing and Internet access. :

Not only would enhanced computing and Internet access serve Gunnison County’s
migrant and immigrant populations, but there are many other community members who
would greatly benefit from this service. As Coordinator for the Early Childhood Council,
I am an advocate and supporter of the importance of high quality early childhood care
and services for young children.  Providing quality early childhood settings is one of the
most important ways that we can strengthen our community. According to the Bell
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Policy Institute, for every dollar invested in early childhood, seven dollars is returned in
the long run.

The Early Childhood Council has a web site with information for parents about local
licensed child care providers, education about the importance of quality early childhood
care, and many other resources for parents. Information for Family Home Care Providers
as well as Child Care Centers is also accessible on our web site.  As many Family Home
Care Providers do not have access to Internet in- their homes, and are not computer
literate, the library is an important resource for these professionals to obtain information
about training, rules and regulations governing child care homes, and help them to grow
their businesses through inteinet and email marketing.

I envision the library with enhanced computing capability as a community destination.
With appealing services such as high quality computers and Internet access, community
members will be drawn to the library, thus promoting a-safe, healthy, and educational
place where people can meet to grow positive interactions with literacy and technology.
The library will be able to offer it’s self to more community agencies for partnering
opportunities, such as the Multi Cultural Resource Office and the larger umbrella of the
Gunnison County Department of Health and Human Services.

Working with Gunnison County Library, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact
on both our community:and othersthroughout Colorado.

The Gunnison County Department of Heath and Human Services appreciates the
Colorado State Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration’s censideration of this application.

Sincerely,

Joan Grant { “\% \\%,,,M-M“"\‘
o DSy
K ? . ' j k“\%tx
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Gunnison County Department of Health and Human Services -
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« Literacy Action Program*
CUNNISON COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT

March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, Co. 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

| arm the GED/JABE (Adult Education) Coordinator for the Gunnison Library District. On behalf of my students |
would like to sxpress my support of the Colorado State Library proposal for acquiring laptop computers for our
community.

It would be of great value for these often low-income students to have access to computer instruction. Asitis
now, my students need to take turns using the dinosaur computers that we now have in the classroom. Accessing
computer instruction as a class would truly benefit my struggling students. Most of thern have limited access to
cornputers and could use computer technalogy instruction not only for their personal studies but as a way to help
them with their life skills in acquiring employment.

pPlease consider Gunnison County Library as 2 well-deserved option for those seeking to improve their education
and life skilis.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

S -

| il ji’” e

Therese Trantow

GEDJABE/JESL Instructor

725 ™, Pine Streer, Suite B - Croannison, CO 81230+ 9




PCC Capacity Table Additional Notes

Note that in the PCC capacity table, several locations listed below are shown as currently having
0 for broadband speeds. These are facilities that will be set up in 2011 if the grant is funded.
Thus, there is currently no connection at these facilities. These are existing public spaces that
require minimal modification accommodate small PCCs in rural towns.

High Plains Library District will support six locations and provide access to library e-resources
and training at each of their centers. Setup of these facilities is being separately funded by each
community separate from this project. Anticipated speeds are 1.5 mb/s at the High Plains
locations, and 3 mb/s at the Southern Ute Cultural Center facility.

Southern Ute Cultural Center
High Plains Kersey

High Plains LaSalle

High Plains Keenesburg
High Plains Lochbuie

High Plains Mead

High Plains Milliken

Also note that for library districts with multiple branches, we divided the service area population
equally across the different branches.





