






As you may know, Washington County, Maine, is one of the most chronically 
economically-distressed counties in the nation.  In my current position as Washington 
County’s state senator, and in my past work as Chief of Staff to U.S. Senator Olympia 
Snowe, I have worked extensively to help combat the long-time economic woes that have 
plagued the county. 
 
During its brief history, Axiom Technologies has emerged as a crucial ally in the effort to 
invigorate the local economy.  They have installed access points to many areas of the 
county, bringing high-speed Internet to previously un-served areas and providing 
hundreds of customers with broadband access.  The approval of the Sustainable 
Broadband Adoption grant will help to continue the important progress that has been 
made thus far, and help Washington County more fully participate in the 21st century 
economy. 
 
It is my hope that you will approve Axiom’s grant application so that Washington County 
will be able to better compete in today’s technology-driven economy.  Thank you for 
your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
KEVIN L. RAYE 
Maine State Senator 
 



Sunrise County Blueberry Cooperative 
Wild Wescogus Berries 
Dell Emerson, Proprietor 
282 Indian River Rd.  
Addison, ME 04606  
(207) 483-3884  
   
March 10, 2010  
   
Broadband Technology Opportunity Program National Telecommunications and  
Information Administration U.S. Department of Commerce  
1401 Constitution Ave.  
HCHB, Room 4812  
Washington, DC 20230  
   
Regarding:  
Washington County Education and Employment through Sustainable Broadband Adoption  
Funding Opportunity Number: 0660-ZA28  
CFDA Number: 11.557  
CFDA Title: Recovery Act - Broadband Technology Opportunity Program  
   
Dear NTIA Committee,  
As the Director of Sunrise County Blueberry Cooperative, I would like to confirm organization's 
support for Axiom Technologies Washington County Education and Employment Sustainable 
Broadband Adoption project.  
   
Sunrise County Blueberry Cooperative will work closely with Axiom Technologies and the 
University of Maine at Machias to develop a technological education and training program for 
blueberry farmers. The use of advanced communication technology will assist farmers in 
submitting reports for State and Federal agencies, gather information for trade organizations and 
track information for the farmer's business growth and development.  
   
The USDA in 2008 began a program called "GAP/GHP", Good Agricultural Practices/Good 
Handling Practices. This program is intended to assess a participant's efforts to minimize the risk 
of contamination of fresh fruits, vegetables, nuts and miscellaneous commodities by microbial 
pathogens based on the U.S. Food and Drug Administration guidelines. The program will be 
implemented and required by all farmers, and providing technological tools and training to small 
farmers will be a necessity. This opportunity represents a significant  opportunity to modernize 
our food oversight system and enable our small farm members (growers and producers) to 
compete in a global market with larger industrial farms. Giving additional support to small family 
farms is an important step in ensuring that the foods Americans eat are safe and have the 
oversight they deserve.  
   
We hope that NTIA will strongly consider Axiom's grant application. Thank you for your 
consideration.  
   
Sincerely,  
     
Dell Emerson 
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March 10, 2010 
 
Broadband Technology Opportunity Program 
National Telecommunications & Information 
Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave. 
HCHB, Room 4812 
Washington, DC 20230 
 
Regarding:  
Washington County Education and Employment through Sustainable Broadband Adoption 
Funding Opportunity Number: 0660-ZA28 
CFDA Number: 11.557 
CFDA Title: Recovery Act - Broadband Technology Opportunity Program  
 
 
Dear NTIA: 
 
Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) is writing in strong support of Axiom 
Technologies BTOP Sustainable Broadband Adoption Grant application. By supporting the 
Washington County Education and Employment Sustainable Broadband Adoption project, 
you will be investing in the county’s telecommunications and technology infrastructure, giving 
businesses, communities and residents alike the tools they need to succeed in the ever-
changing global marketplace. 
 
SCEC is a private nonprofit organization that initiates and facilitates the creation of 
prosperity and jobs in Washington County. Founded in 1993, we have designed and 
implemented long-range solutions to the multi-faceted economic and community 
development issues facing Washington County by crafting robust partnerships with area 
nonprofits, state and local government, and our diverse business community. 
 
Axiom Technologies is a telecommunications company headquartered in Machias, Maine 
that has been creating and developing solutions for rural broadband deployment since 2005. 
SCEC has worked with Axiom on several projects. We are firmly convinced of their 
commitment to making the Washington County Education and Employment Sustainable 
Broadband Adoption project a success for the entire region and believe that it exemplifies 
the type of sustainable community and economic development that Down East Maine needs 
to thrive into the twenty-first century. 
 
The Washington County Education and Employment Sustainable Broadband Adoption 
project reaches across traditional economic boundaries to stabilize the county’s economy. It 
will not only help fishermen, farmers and health care providers succeed, but will be utilized 
by other businesses in the region that see firsthand the benefits of broadband technology.  
 
In conclusion, SCEC supports Axiom’s initiative. It is a thorough, thoughtful and 
transformational project which will give Washington County’s economy the tools it needs to 
recover, grow and sustain. 
 
Please contact me directly if I can be of further assistance. 
 
 
 
 
Harold W. Clossey 
Executive Director 

 



BTOP Sustainable Broadband Adoption 
Community Anchor Institution Detail Template

Please complete the Anchor Institution Details worksheet by providing information on  
Community Anchor Institutions that will be directly involved in or benefit from the pro  
project.  Add rows as necessary.  All community anchor institutions should be given a    
specified list.  A Community Anchor Institution is considered a minority-serving institu      
post-secondary educational institution with enrollment of minority students exceedin  
of its total enrollment.  The "Role" column only requires a word or two, or a short phr    
detailed explanation.  A detailed explanation of the role of project partners and comm   
institutions should be provided in the essay portions of the application. 

The data provided via this template will be subject to automated processing.  Applic   
therefore required to provide this attachment as an Excel file, and not to convert it t     
to submitting a copy of their application on an appropriate electronic medium, such    
CD-ROM, or flash drive.  Additionally, applicants should not modify the format of th  
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BTOP SBA Community Anchor Institutions Detail Template

Title:

Easy Grants ID:

Facility Name Organization Address Line 1 City State
Zip

Facility Type
Minority Serving Institution 

Type
Project Role

Central Maine Medical Center 

College of Nursing and Health 

Profession

Central Maine Medical Center 

College of Nursing and Health 

Profession 70 M ddle St Lewiston ME 04240

Other Institution of 

Higher Education N/A

Sub-Recipient

Down East Commity Hospital Down East Community 

Hospital 11 Hospital Drive Machias ME 04654

Medical or Healthcare 

Provider N/A
Key Partner, in-kind match

University of Maine at Machias University of Maine at Machias

9 O'Brien Avenue Machias ME 04654

Other Institution of 

Higher Education N/A
Collaborator, Consultant

Sunrise County Blueberry 

Cooperative

Sunrise County Blueberry 

Cooperative 282 Indian River Road Addison ME 04606

Other Community 

Support Organization N/A
Collaborator/Consultant

Downeast Institute for Applied 

Marine Research and 

Education

Downeast Institute for Applied 

Marine Research and 

Education

Black Duck Cove on Great Wass 

Island, PO Box 83 Belas ME 04611

Other Community 

Support Organization N/A

Collaborator/Consultant

Washington County Education and Employment Sustainable Broadband Adoption



Washington County Education and Employment Sustainable Broadband Adoption
Organizational Chart

Washington County Education and Employment through Sustainable Broadband Adoption
Project Management Team
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Washington County EESBA 
Project Management Team 

 
 
Susan Corbett, CEO, Axiom Technologies 
  Ms. Corbett is the Chief Executive and Chief Financial Officer of Axiom 
Technologies. She has been a public speaker throughout Washington County the 
State of Maine, and the United States, advocating for rural broadband. She is 
responsible for the fiscal management of Axiom, has written numerous grants for 
broadband development, and works closely with economic development 
organizations and rural organizations.  Ms. Corbett has over 30 years experience 
in business and financial management, overseeing and managing $750,000.00 in 
ConnectME grant funding since 2007. She is an entrepreneur with a dedicated 
vision of closing the “Digital Divide” in rural Maine. Ms. Corbett will be 
WCEESBA’s Project Director allocating .50 FTE’s to the project. 
 
Sharon L. Kuhrt RN, MSN, DNPc 

Ms. Kuhrt currently serves as President of CMMC’s College of Nursing 
and Health Professions, a position she has held since 2007 and, prior to that, as 
Director of the Central Maine Medical Center School of Nursing (Lewiston, ME), 
from 1998 to 2007.  Ms. Kuhrt also served as Nurse Manager and, later, as 
Director of Clinical Practice of CMMC’s Medical / Oncology Unit from 1992 to 
2000.  Ms. Kuhrt currently holds a Masters degree in Nursing from Regis 
University in Denver, Colorado and is enrolled in the Doctoral program in nursing 
at Northeastern University in Boston, MA. She has the honor of having been 
nominated for the NY Times Educator of the Year Award, and nominated for the 
Agnes E. Flaherty Leadership Award, ANA-Maine. From 2005 to the present, Ms. 
Kuhrt has served as a Site Visitor for the National League for Nursing Accrediting 
Commission, Inc.  Ms. Kuhrt will be the Sub-Recipient Project Manager allocating 
.50 FTE’s to the project. 
 
Jane Blackwood, M.Ed., Axiom Technologies 

Ms. Blackwood joined the Axiom Team in 2006. She oversees 
development and implementation of Information Technology systems in the 
business workplace. Jane also conducts classes at the business site, training 
employees in standard business software products, and offers a Business 
Survival Course, training individuals for entry-level business employment. Ms. 
Blackwood has many years experience as an educator and brings a professional 
teaching component to Axiom’s team. Ms. Blackwood will create and oversee the 
course curriculum for the fishing and farming component and will teach basic 
computer skills. Ms. Blackwood will be WCEESBA’s Project Manager allocating 
1.0 FTE’s to the project. 
 
Nelson Geel, CTO, Axiom Technologies 

Mr. Geel is the Chief Technical Officer and scientific leader on the project. 
He is the company’s senior engineer and has been designing, building and 
managing information technology and communications systems for fifteen years. 



Much of his experience was gained after the Telecommunications Act of 1996, 
which forced unbundling of Bell circuitry and introduced tremendous competition 
into the industry. This provided a great deal of exposure to experience with 
legacy circuit-based technologies, including digital subscriber, digital signaling 
and fiber optic platforms. The last five years have been spent almost exclusively 
on wireless technology studies and application, the result being dozens of 
successful projects and many new towns enjoying broadband and state of the art 
communications services. This blending of legacy communication technology 
with the advancing trend toward wireless systems results in a cross-technology 
skill set and experiential knowledge base unique among the states technology 
innovators. Mr. Geel will be WCEESBA’s chief technical advisor and engineer 
allocating .25 FTE’s to the project. 
 
Eric Hart, MCSE +I, Axiom Technologies 

Mr. Hart is a Network Systems Engineer, has over 15 years of IT 
experience, and is certified in a multitude of operating systems. His extensive 
technical certifications range backward to training in the Navy submarine corps 
and forward to include satellite and land based communications systems. He has 
received in depth training and now handles advanced projects involving Axioms’ 
current wireless technologies. Mr. Hart’s primary role will be integration of the 
wireless system and the mobile application for the “subjects”. Mr. Hart will 
provide and develop the technical and software components of the project and 
will be providing in-depth training and consulting to the “subjects”. He will be 
allocating .75 FTE’s to the WCEESBA project. 
 
 Kevin Athearn, Ph.D., University of Maine at Machias, Machias  

Assistant Professor Kevin Athearn has experience conducting survey 
research with businesses, farmers, and aquaculturalists. He also has completed 
several studies estimating economic impacts of changes in the region. Dr. 
Athearn will be responsible for tracking and evaluating the impact of the 
WCEESBA on economic benchmarks in the region.  

 
Brian Beal, Ph.D., Downeast Institute of Applied Marine Research & 
Education  

Dr. Brian Beal is the Director of Research for the Downeast Institute of 
Applied Marine Research & Education, is a Professor of Biology at University of 
Maine in Machias, teaching course studies as Introduction to Environmental 
Studies; Marine Biology; Population and Community Ecology; Applied Statistics; 
Biostatistics; Introduction to the Marine Environment; Oceanography; Introduction 
to Local Marine Fauna and Flora of Downeast Maine. Dr. Beal has an extensive 
background in the fishing industry and working with local fishermen.  

 
Dell Emerson, Sunrise County Blueberry Cooperative  

Mr. Emerson retired in 2003, after serving for more than twenty-five years 
as the Director of Blueberry Hill Farm, the University of Maine’s Blueberry 
Research facility in Jonesboro, Maine, and a total of fifty-three years in blueberry 



research. Scientists have used Blueberry Hill Farm for conducting blueberry-
related research focusing on disease, weed, and insect control, pollination and 
honey bees, plant growth and nutrition, produce development and quality, 
breeding, and mechanization and harvesting. Mr. Emerson is also the owner of 
Wild Wescogus Blueberry Farm and Wild Blueberry Land in Columbia, Maine. He 
is actively involved with the Sunrise County Blueberry Cooperative, a group of a 
dozen small farmers in Washington County. 



Nelson Geel 

 
EDUCATION 

 
1992  Diploma, General Studies                             Escambia High School, Pensacola, FL 
2000  Sun Solaris Admin I Certification        Sun Microsystems, Burlington, MA 
2000  SQL-Server Administrator Certification       Sybase Systems, Burlington, MA 
2006  Wireless Networking Certification        Trango Broadband, San Diego, CA 
 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

 
10/04 – Prsnt Chief Operating Officer – Axiom Technologies, LLC 

• Manage daily technical operations 
• Provide senior engineering and design service for internal and external projects 

 
4/03 – 10/04 Network Administrator – Cornerstone Communications, LLC 

• Designed and installed statewide hi-capacity data network 
• Designed and implemented retail & wholesales DSL products  

 
6/02 –  4/03 Founder/Operator – Axiom Technologies, LLC 

• Started and managed private technology consulting firm 
• Provided general IT and Telecommunications consulting for business  

 
10/00 –  6/02 Manager – Sales Engineering Group. Sovernet; Bellows Falls, VT 

• Managed five member Sales Engineering group 
• Primarily responsible for pre-sales engineering and installation of all business class services 

 
8/99 – 10/00 System Support Engineer. Davox Corporation; Westford, MA 

• Provided support for integrated computer/telephony systems 
• Was team leader for support of new product releases 

        
10/98 - 08/99 Computer Consultant/System Admin.; Coastal Computer Consulting; Machias, 
ME  

• Provided technology consulting services to various business/educational clients 
• Installed, configured and administered NT based office LAN, including server and multiple 

workstations, and integration of Unix based systems 
 
10/97 - 10/98 System Administrator. North Coast Internet; Machias, ME 

• Provided tech support for dialup subscriber base 
• Installed, configured and maintained all enterprise servers  

 









From: McFadden, RepHoward [RepHoward.McFadden@legislature.maine.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 09, 2010 10:19 AM 
To: Susan Corbett 
Subject: BTOP Round 2 
Susan Corbett 
Axiom Technologies 
3 Water Street 
Machias, Maine 04654 
 
Dear Ms. Corbett, 
 
I am extremely pleased to fully support the Washington County Education and Employment 
through Sustainable Broadband Adoption grant application being submitted by Axiom 
Technologies located in Machias, Maine. The Round 2 BTOP grant would tend to further enhance 
and expand high speed internet service to Washington County. Being geographically isolated and 
a rural sprawl area make this grant of utmost importance to both the citizens and the economy of 
the county and state. We are at a point where we can ill afford to lose population and businesses 
if this area of Maine is to compete in the global economy. 
 
It is exciting to learn that Axiom Technologies will partner with local Science and Research, 
Medical, Educational Institutes, and other to provide much needed services to the area.  
 
A successful grant to Axiom Technologies would not only expand high speed internet service to 
the most remote county in Maine, it would be a major factor to attract new businesses and 
decrease one of the highest underemployed and unemployment areas in the poorest county in 
the state, and maybe the entire country. 
 
Again, I am excited to support this much need grant to help Washington County become a level 
playing field in Maine’s technology world. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Howard 
 
Rep. Howard McFadden 
House District #30  
 
 
 








