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Capacity Building

2. Describe your progress meeting each major activity/milestone approved in the Project Plan for this project; any challenges or obstacles encountered and mitigation strategies you have employed; planned major activities for the next quarter; and any additional project milestones or information.
New Hampshire Broadband Mapping and Planning Program (NHBMPP) staff worked with the Telecommunications Advisory Board (TAB) to continue discussions regarding TAB purpose, public meetings, and initiatives.  The Board discussed renewal legislation for review at their quarterly meeting, as the TAB is due to expire in June 2013. They discussed refreshing the legislation to reflect updated directives and gave members the opportunity to help draft the legislation.   Members voted to renew and Rep. Laurence Rappaport agreed to sponsor the legislation which was submitted on December 7, 2012.  It is listed as 2013-H-0711-R on the state website (www.nh.gov). The AG’s Office clarified questions on quorum requirements, and sponsoring legislation.  A sub-committee has been established to document the process and update TAB Operating Principles. TAB directives have been clarified.  They will continue to support mapping and planning efforts and work on a yearly status report for the Director of Economic Development on the State of Telecom and Broadband expansion in NH.  They will update the Broadband Action Plan of 2008. There is one available slot for membership in the industry category.  
NHBMPP staff presented NH broadband initiative updates at Regional Planning Commission Broadband Stakeholder Group meetings in Concord and Nashua. The presentations included federal and private investment estimates in telecommunications since 2009, organizational tools for communities in need, and avenues for funding with public/private partnerships. In addition, NHBMPP staff participated in a Public Safety Sector meeting at the Southern New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission (SNHRPC). A “public safety” sector survey was sent to colleagues at the NH Department of Safety for input. At a North Country Council (NCC) Broadband Stakeholder Group meeting, NHBMPP staff discussed sector surveys and provided guidance and contacts for John Kreps, the new NCC coordinator.
NHBMPP staff attended several events including: NH High Tech Council sponsored “Entrepreneur Forum” and “Product of the Year” conferences; NH Local Government Center’s Annual Conference including workshops on “Utilities Right-of-Way Assessment;” and a North Country Economic Revival Meeting in West Stewartstown, where the importance of broadband for economic development was discussed. 
NHBMPP staff responded to questions from constituents from 21 communities on the need for broadband and cell service.  The list of towns is as follows:  Colebrook, Woodsville, Canaan, Danbury, Salisbury, Holderness, Pittsburg, Effingham, Lyndeborough, Mason, Sanbornville, Wentworth, Center Ossipee, Croydon, Deerfield, Dorchester, Gorham, Campton, Lyme, Tuftonboro, and Amherst.
4. Provide any other information that you think would be useful to NTIA as it assesses this project's progress.

NHBMPP’s Communication Team developed a new four-fold brochure (http://iwantbroadbandnh.org/sites/default/files/presskit/pdfs/BrochureRevision-January14-2013.pdf) to highlight project components, answer the questions, “what is broadband, what you can do with it, why does broadband matter?” and to provide an overview of broadband availability in the state.  
NHBMPP’s Communication Team members also presented (and staffed a table) at several conferences, workshops and meetings throughout the state including:

· October 4, 2012
Broadband Mapping Update for NH House/Senate Telecom Oversight Committee
· October 9, 2012
Disruptivate Goes Vertical Conference
· October 18, 2012
NH Seacoast Business Expo
· November 15, 2012
NH Local Government Conference
· November 27-29, 2012
Christa McAuliffe Technology Conference
· December 13, 2012
Business Without Borders Conference
