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Data Collection
The New Hampshire Broadband Mapping and Planning Program’s (NHBMPP) primary mapping/data collection focus during the last quarter was on collecting, verifying,  and processing  data for the spring, 2014 data submission.  Broadband availability data from 39 broadband providers and 4,062 Community Anchor Institutions was included in the submission dated March 30, 2014. In addition, efforts were devoted to enhancing the project web site, continuing to supporting the development of regional broadband plans in New Hampshire, and continuing engagement in outreach/coordination efforts.  These and other related activities are described below.
Q2.  Additional project milestones accomplished
Web Site Updates
To support the upcoming NH Broadband Conference, scheduled for May of 2014, a focused section of the program web site (http://iwantbroadbandnh.org) was created and maintained over the quarter.  This provides a resource for conference planners and prospective participants to keep apprised of conference planning developments.

Support for Regional Broadband Plans

NHBMPP is continuing to provide data and technical support to the regional planning commissions as they finalize their regional broadband plans.  

Outreach/Coordination

Mapping staff continue to participate in a number of outreach and coordination activities.  These included:

· Coordination with NH Department of Education (DOE) - A formalized relationship between NHBMPP, DOE, and the NH Telecommunications Advisory Board (TAB) was established to facilitate the collection and maintenance of community anchor institutions (CAI) broadband data.  The specific focus of this activity was schools and libraries, although the full realm of CAIs was included in the effort.
· Participating in NHBMPP Communications Team meetings and activities.

· Continuing efforts to use social media (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn) for marketing, outreach, and communications.
· Participating in state coordination efforts, including the NH Telecommunications Advisory Board (TAB) quarterly meetings, TAB benchmark subcommittee bi-monthly meetings, and regional broadband stakeholder group meetings.  In particular, NHBMPP staff provided data, analyses, and guidance to support TAB planning activities.  In addition, building on the relationship between DOE and the TAB, NHBMPP supported the TAB’s efforts to comment on the FCC E-Rate program.  These and other coordination efforts have helped to bring visibility to the NHBMPP and reinforce its value to the state.
· Continuing planning activities for a statewide broadband conference, to be convened in the spring of 2014.

· Conducting ongoing communications with towns and regional planning agencies regarding map interpretation and use.
These and other coordination efforts have helped to bring visibility to the NHBMPP and reinforce its value to the state.

Q4.  Additional information on data collection, validation, and publication activities.
Verification

Verification activities during the past quarter followed protocols established for prior reporting periods.  Our ongoing speed tests, currently numbering 8,844 records, provide valuable data to assist in reviewing and verifying provider submissions.  The percentage below the FCC 4 Mbps download speed threshold sits at 53%, a figure that has remained constant for several reporting periods.

In addition, data from the recently completed town verification project, which collected feedback directly from towns on the availability of wireline services, was sent to providers in instances where there was a discrepancy identified.  These data will continue to be a useful resource in our verification activities going forward.  Of particular note, the town-reported data supported activities of the Capacity Building Team, which is working directly with 3 towns in the state (see Capacity Building project attachment).
Future of the NHBMPP:

Finally, NHBMPP mapping staff has engaged current prospective partners in discussions about sustaining the mapping effort beyond the conclusion of the SBI.  Towards that end, staff has:

· Participated in a state FirstNet training/overview session held in Concord, NH;
· Continued discussions with the NH Department of Resources and Economic Development (DRED) regarding ongoing maintenance of the program; and

· Shared information with partners and stakeholders re FCC plans for maintaining the data and how NHBMPP might support those efforts.
