ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

For A Comprehensive Community
Technology Center

COLLEGE OF MENOMINEE NATION

Keshena, Wisconsin
March 21, 2011

Completed For the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA)
Broadband Telecommunications Opportunities Program
(BTOP)

Prepared By:

Martenson & Eisele, Inc.
1377 Midway Road, Menasha, WI 54952




ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Comprehensive Community Technology

Center
COLLEGE OF MENOMINEE NATION

March 21, 2011

PREPARED BY: REVIEWED BY:

Mary Jo Pankratz and Stacy Jepson Ron Jurgens

Environmental Division Director of Institutional Research
Martenson and Eisele, Inc. College of Menominee Nation



TABLE OF CONTENTS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY .ottt e et e et e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e eaa s 5
1.0 PURPOSE AND NEED ...ttt e et e e et e e e 7
2.0 PROPOSED ACTION Lottt e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e rans 7
P2 I e (o T=Tox o D =T g o o ) o R 7

2.2 A BINATIVES . ..ottt e e e e e e e e e 8

2.2.1 No Action ARternative (1) .......coovveeiieeiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 8

2.2.2 Proposed Action/ Alternative (1) ........oooooiiiiiieieeeieee e 8

2.2.3 AREINALIVE [l ..oniieeiie e eaas 8

A AN (= € F= LAY = AV 2 9

2.2.5 Alternatives Considered but Eliminated from Further Discussion.......... 9

3.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT ... .ottt ettt e et e e e et e e s e e e s e e eeeees 9
G 70 A a0 o [T 1 o 9

G T N0 T[T 9
BBAINQUANLY oo 10

3.4 Geology and SOils.........ccoooiiiii 10

B S WaAlEl RESOUICES .. ietiiiit ettt e et e e e et e e et e e s b e e abeeeebanas 11

R T 10 [ = (o c I A= 1 (= GO 11

3.5.2 GIOUNAWALET ...t e e e st e e s e e e aran s 11

3.5.3 C0aStAl ZONB..... i 12

3.5.4 FIOOUPIAINS. ....ceiiiiiiiiie et 12

3.5.5 Wild and SCENIC RIVEIS .....cieeiieiiiee et eas 12

B 5.8 WEIANAS. ..o e 13

3.6 BiolOgICal RESOUITES ......cceiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt 13

IS T R VY1 o 11 (=T 13

I STV A= Ta =) = 1[0 o PPNt 14

3.6.3 Threatened and Endangered SPECIES .........cccuvvveeiiieeeiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 14

3.7 Historic and Cultural RESOUICES ........ccuiiiiiiieieieee e 15

3.7.1 Archaeological RESOUICES .........cciviiiiiiiiii e e e e e e e e e eeaeees 16

3.7.2 ArchiteCtural RESOUICES........ovieiiiee ettt e e eeas 16

3.7.3 Native AMEriCaN RESOUICES .......covuniiiiieiiiie et e s e e s s e ees 17

3.8 Aesthetic and ViSual RESOUICES .......ccuuiiiiuiiieeeeie e 17

I I =1 T B £ <R 17

I O TN 1)1 = 1Y (0 [ (TR 18

3.11 SOCIOECONOMIC RESOUICES ....ccvniiitiieii ittt e e e s e et e s a e eanees 18

3.12 Human Health and Safety............cccci 18

3.13 Climate, Greenhouse Gases, and Global Warming..........cccccccoviiiiiivennnen. 19

4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES........o e 20
g T [ ) v o Yo [V o 1o o N 20

o Lo 11 < TR 20

4.3 AIN QUANTY ..o 21

4.4 Geology and SOIlS......ciii i 21

4.5 Waler RESOUICES ..uiiitiii ittt e e e e e e e e e aas 21

4.5.1 SUIMACE WALET .....ccovvii e r s 21

4.5.2 GIOUNOWALET .. .cveciieeei ettt et e e et e e e et e e st e e s e e st e s e e eraaas 22

T OFa L= 1) = | o o L= T 22

R N i T To To | ] = 11 22

4.5.5 Wild and SCENIC RIVEIS ....ccuuiiiiiiieeeiee ettt s e 22

SN VAT L= 1 =1 Lo £ 22



4.6 BiolOgiCal RESOUICES .......cevviiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeeeeeteeeeeeeeaaeaeessaaeseeesaeneseerareeeeeennennnes 23

T R VAV 41 (o 11 (TP 23

O R = To T = 110 o 24

4.6.3 Threatened and Endangered SPECIES .........uuvvvrrrrriirriiiniimniiniriinnnnannnnns 24

4.7 Historic and Cultural RESOUICES ........uuiiiveiiiiiiiie et e e 25

4.7.1 ArchaeologiCal RESOUICES ........uuuuuriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieieeeeenea 25

4.7.2 ArChiteCtUral RESOUICES.....uuiieeiieeieie et e e 26

4.7.3 Native AMEriCan RESOUICES ........ccuuuiiiiiieieeiiie e r e 26

4.8 Aesthetic and VisSUal RESOUICES ..........viivniiiiieie et e e e e 27

e B = o o [0 =T 27

O O I 0} = 1) (0 (o1 (8 (=TT 28

4,11 SOCIOECONOMIC RESOUICES .....iiieiiiiiieie ettt e et r e ees 29

4.12 Human Health and Safety........c.cooviriiiiiii e 29

4.13 Climate, Greenhouse Gases, and Global Warming............cccccccvvvvveviennnen. 30

4.14 CUMUIALIVE IMPACES .....evieeiiieeeieiiiie e 31

5.0 ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS............... 32
6.0 SOURCES OF INFORMATION L..ouuuiiiiiiieiie et e s e e s v e 33
7.0 REFERENCES. . ... ..ottt e e e e et e e et e e a e aeasas 34
B0 TABLES ... e e e e e e e et aaraaaaaa 36
L O o 11 = I 1S T 37

Map 1: Site Location Map
Map 2: Alternatives Location Map
Map 3: Soil Types
Map 4: Floodplain Map
Map 5: Depth to Water Table
Map 6: Archaeologically Sensitive Areas
Map 7: Existing Utilities
Map 8: Proposed Utilities
Map 9: Delineated Wetland Areas
L10.0 APPENDICES .....coo ittt ettt e et e e e e e eaeaan 38
Appendix 1: Endangered, Threatened, and Federal Special Concern Species
Appendix 2: Species by County Report from the US Fish and Wildlife Service
Appendix 3: THPO Clearance Letter(s)
Appendix 4: Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Appendix 5: US Fish and Wildlife Service Correspondence
Appendix 6: Tribal Consultations
Appendix 7: Archaeological Survey Report
Appendix 8: Bates Wetland Delineation Report
Appendix 9: MITW Tribal Correspondence
Appendix 10: Tribal Ordinances Summaries



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The College of Menominee Nation, which has its main campus located in Keshena,
Wisconsin, primarily provides educational facilities for its students enrolled in their
programs. Computer labs on the campus are for students and academic use only, and
are not open to the general public. Currently there is no location in the community that
offers any type of community computer access or technology. Constructing a
Comprehensive Community Technology Center on the College of Menominee Nation
campus will provide the general public a location to utilize much needed high-speed
internet for access to community education.

The purpose of this report is to evaluate Alternatives to accommodate primarily the
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin needs for access to high-speed internet, as
standard DSL is only available within very limited areas of the community and wireless
internet is inaccessible to the region due to the dense forest covering the reservation.
The proposed action would provide internet access to tribal members, most of whom live
on or adjacent to the reservation, as well as allow the college to provide critical
community support activities that increase the employability and job skills of local
residents. The Menominee Tribe is currently contracting with Charter Communications
to expand high-speed internet implementation on the reservation, which will play a key
role in training community members in new developments of high-speed internet as the
technology evolves.

Four Alternatives, including a No Action Alternative, are also discussed.

The summary table below outlines all impacts identified in this study. No major adverse
environmental impacts were identified for the Proposed Action or Alternatives Il and IV.
Major socioeconomic impacts would result from the No Action Alternative due to the lack
of technology access. Minor negative impacts identified in the study are small increases
in storm water runoff and greenhouse gas emissions for the Proposed Action and
Alternatives Il and IV. There would be a slight decrease in woodland habitat under the
Proposed Action and there would be loss of net classroom space under Alternative IV. A
major positive impact of the proposed action would be the increase of availability of
technology and computer resources for the benefit of Menominee County residents.



No Action
Alternative (1)

Proposed
Action (1)

Alternative 111

Alternative 1V

Noise None Minor negative | Minor negative | Minor negative
amounts during | amounts during | amounts during
construction construction construction
phase phase phase

Air Quality None None None None

Geology/ Soils None None None None

Water Resources | None None None None

Biological None Minor negative | None None

Resources loss of
woodland
habitat

Historic/Cultural | None None None None

Resources

Aesthetic/ Visual | None Minor negative | Minor positive | Minor positive

Resources loss of existing | replacing replacing 2
green space parking lot with | older buildings

new building with new
building

Land Use None None None Negative impact

loss of one class
room building
because no
suitable
alternative
location

Infrastructure None Positive Positive Positive
addition of new | addition of new | addition of new
infrastructure infrastructure infrastructure

Socioeconomic

Major negative

Positive impact

Positive impact

Positive impact

Resources impact on includes includes includes
employment/ addition of new | addition of new | addition of new
technological | technology technology technology
education

Human Health None None None None

and Safety

Climate/ None Minor negative | Minor negative | Minor negative

Greenhouse addition of addition of addition of

Gases/ Global GHG during GHG during GHG during

Warming construction construction construction

(and additional
commuting)

(and additional
commuting)

(and additional
commuting)
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	The Menominee community, including the reservation and county, has been struggling through the recent ongoing recession.  The community was hit significantly harder than most communities, due to the economic conditions existing prior to the onset of the recession.  The Menominee community’s unemployment rates annually reach double digits and over one third of the population lives below the poverty guidelines as indicated by the 2000 U.S. Census.  The recession has intensified these conditions, as in 2010 the unemployment rate hit nearly 20%, which did not account for the chronically unemployed.  According to a recent report by the Bureau of Indian Affairs labor force, 44% of enrolled members are unemployed and 31% of those who are employed live below the poverty standards.
	The College of Menominee Nation on the Keshena Campus has recognized a need to provide access to high-speed internet services and technology-based community education to the public.  Currently there are two computer labs on the campus, however they are dedicated exclusively to academic and student use.  The proposed Comprehensive Community Technology Center will be open to the public seven days a week.  This resource will assist the community in honing their knowledge in computers, internet use and resources, especially for employment exploration, different types of software, and other technology issues.  The technology center is based on the integrated use of the center for technology-based community education and technical diploma job training, which will allow the center to generate program income, based on tuition and community education fees, as well as provide free and limited-fee community access to needed broadband technology.
	Map 1: Site Location Map




