






















www.tcedaonline.com

MAIN

9317 I
Savanna

NORT

300 N.
Elizabeth
_________

Office: (8

Fax: (866) 448-1156

Randy Prasse
Executive Director
rprasse@tcedaonline.com

Job Creation.
March 22, 2010

William J. Tonne, D.D.S.
Blackhawk Hills RC&D
102 East Route 30
Rock Falls, Illinois 61071

Dear Dr. Tonne:

Broadband is one of five critical areas of focus of the Tri County Economic Development
Alliance (TCEDA), along with law enforcement, housing, education, and infrastructure.
Toward that end, we offer our whole-hearted support of any effort made to address these
issues.

The Blackhawk Hills RC&D Broadband Task Force, consisting of local governmental and
other public service entities in the six northwest counties of Illinois (JoDaviess, Stephenson,
Carroll, Ogle, Whiteside, and Lee County) was formed to explore the potential benefits and
related cost of forming a regional high speed, broadband network that could meet the
combined needs of local governments, school districts, library districts, park districts,
community colleges, a multi-governmental public safety dispatch operation, hospitals and
clinics in the area.

Initial efforts to expand individual Blackhawk Hills RC&D member networks were too costly
and as a result, a regional network concept was developed to share the initial infrastructure
costs, reduce ongoing maintenance costs and expand the potential benefits to all Blackhawk
Hills RC&D members that could be achieved through a collaborative approach. The Illinois
Broadband Opportunities Partnership Northwest (IBOP-NW), an 8-county partnership
including Blackhawk Hills RC&D, is now making a $67M grant application with more than
$9M in non-federal matching funds, to the federal Stimulus Plan. In addition, IBOP-NM has
$14M in State match.

This project is a significant upgrade of the Blackhawk Hills RC&D’s broadband infrastructure
that will meet the broadband demand and provide ongoing and long-term benefits to area
schools, communities, enhance public safety, provide disaster recovery capabilities, improve
service delivery to citizens and businesses and serve as an economic stimulus, expanding
infrastructure and creating local jobs.

By my signature below, TCEDA confirms our commitment to fully support the IBOP-NW and
Blackhawk Hills RC&D grant application to the State of Illinois.

Sincerely,

Randy Prasse

Executive Director
Tri County Economic Development Alliance
OFFICE

L Route 84
, Illinois 61074

H OFFICE

West Street
, Illinois 61028
____________
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PO Box 664, DeKalb, IL 60115
(815)991-2450 • Fax (815)991-2451

www.dekalbfiberoptic.com

LaSalle County Broadband Initiative 

RE:  Narrative on DFO’s In-Kind contribution 

DFO, a fiber infrastructure company, is pleased to work with the LaSalle County 
Broadband Initiative to assist in the construction and management of the proposed fiber 
optic facilities.  Given the scope of the project, and following the model of the “DeKalb 
Advancement of Technology Authority” (DATA), DFO is willing to provide $1,000,000 
in project management, engineering, and oversight.  This may represent up to 5 positions 
throughout the life of the project, including: 

�� Project design and preparation 

�� Subcontractor oversight 

�� Cable installation and splicing 

�� Other as required 

All donated in-kind labor will be noted as such on the payroll reports. 

  Sincerely 

   Daniel W. Halverson 
   Principal 
   DeKalb Fiber Optic, LLC 





























H I Cable

102 South Main Street

Lostant, Illinois 61334�0230

815�368�3341

Kevin Lindeman

North Central Illinois Council of Governments

110 N. Main Street

Princeton, IL 61356

Mr. Lindeman,

On 2/16/2010 I attended a meeting at the Ottawa City Hall in Ottawa, Illinois. It was organized
by the LaSalle County Broadband Initiative (LCBI). Representatives from the DeKalb
Advancement of Technology Authority (DATA) presented to our group the need for higher
broadband access in LaSalle County.

Data presented the proposed grant that would make LaSalle County a part of their broadband
initiative.

The name of our company is H I Cable and we are a Wireless Internet Service Provider and cable
internet provider located in Lostant, IL but serving small communities and rural residents of
LaSalle County as well as some of the bordering counties. We know firsthand the need to be
able to give our customers higher internet speeds at reasonable prices. Their presentation
clearly illustrated how we can partner with the group from LCBI. By collaborating with this
group I feel we will not only be able to increase the speeds our local businesses require but also
remain competitive with other companies who offer broadband internet services in our area.

Our company highly endorses the LCBI proposed initiative and will participate any way we can
to support the proposed grant.

Sincerely,

Milton Fred Hartenbower

H I Cable, Owner











February 16, 2010 

Chairman Jerry Hicks  
LaSalle County Board  
707 E. Etna Rd.  
Ottawa, IL 61350 

Dear Chairman Hicks, 

I am writing to express the strong support of the Ottawa Regional Hospital & Healthcare Center for 
the LaSalle County Broadband Initiative (LCBI) Project. 

Enhanced broadband access would clearly improve the quality of life of the citizens of LaSalle 
County through more effective emergency services, better health care, better internet access at 
libraries, increased educational opportunities for our students and a greatly improved ability to 
compete for new jobs and economic growth. 

Specifically, enhanced broadband access would benefit our hospital by being able to communicate 
faster with other major hospitals regarding patients. This could give them the ability to transmit files 
and/or x-rays for patients that have been transferred to another hospital. 

In regard to enhanced broadband access needs, we have currently upgraded our network switch 

infrastructure and connecting all of our "on campus" buildings via fiber. 

However, we are in the process of building two new physician offices - one on the south side of 

Ottawa and one in Marseilles. With these two new locations, we have the need to connect these 

buildings to our network - whether it be "line of site" connectivity, fiber, Tl's, or secure access 

through a proposed City of Ottawa broadband solution. We anticipate there will be additional off-

campus locations in the future that would also require secure network connectivity. 

We also have physicians that use wireless tablets on our campus to access our Electronic Health 

Record system, as well as Home Health nurses that travel with their wireless tablets that require 

network connectivity. However, once they've traveled outside of the building they no longer 

connect to our wireless network. Therefore, we utilize AirCards in the tablets which enables them 

to have Internet access without having to rely on hot spot availability. With a proposed broadband 

solution, we wouldn't need the AirCards. 

Wireless connectivity to outside agencies (i.e. - Ambulance Services) would also be a benefit. 

Ottawa Regional Hospital & Healthcare Center Hospital supports the LaSalle County Broadband 

Initiative efforts in bringing unlimited wireless high speed broadband access to the area 

throughout LaSalle County. 



We thank you for your efforts in applying for the funding being administered by the National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration for the Recovery Act Broadband 
Opportunities Program (BTOP) at the U.S. Department of Commerce. We look forward to working 
with the LaSalle County Broadband Initiative Project to make life better for the citizens of LaSalle 
County.

Very truly yours, 

Curt Sesto 

Director of Facilities, Telecommunications & Electronics  

















VILLAGE OF LOSTANT 
P.O. BOX 230 

LOSTANT, IL  61334

LASALLE COUNTY LOSTANT IL   

February 16, 2010 

Chairman Jerry Hicks  
LaSalle County Board  
707 E. Etna Rd.  
Ottawa, IL 61350

Dear Chairman Hicks,

I am writing to express the strong support of the Village of Lostant for the LaSalle 
County Broadband Initiative (LCBI) Project.

Enhanced broadband access would clearly improve the quality of life of the citizens of 
Lostant through more effective emergency services, better health care, increased 
educational opportunities for our students and a greatly improved ability to compete for 
new jobs and economic growth.

Specifically, enhanced broadband access would benefit our community in the following
ways:

� Emergency services - our police department would have better capability of 
transmitting information from the servers at the station to the squad cars. 
This would make the processing of reports less lengthy and the office could 
be more productive in serving the Village.

� Health care — area hospitals will be able to communicate faster with other 
major hospitals regarding patients. This could give them the ability to 
transmit files and/or x-rays for patients that have been transferred to another 
hospital.

� Education - our schools would maintain to have a greater broadband access 
throughout the district. This would also help them to link with other schools 
to share educational resources.

� Library Services - Access to Internet services through a free public library is 
no longer a luxury; it is a basic service that citizens of library districts in 
LaSalle County have come to demand. However, lack of speed as well as the 



high cost to provide high speed Internet services is a deterrent to successful 
access.

� Business - our local businesses would be able to stay competitive and 
possibly add more economic development to the area.

We thank you for your efforts in applying for the funding being administered by the 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration for the Recovery Act 
Broadband Opportunities Program (BTOP) at the U.S. Department of Commerce. We 
look forward to working with the LaSalle County Broadband Initiative Project to make 
life better for the citizens of Lostant  and surrounding communities. 

Sincerely

Fred Hartenbower 
Village President 
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 Lawrence J. Morrissey 
Mayor 

Office of the Mayor 

City of Rockford, Illinois USA 
425 East State Street Rockford, Illinois 61104-1068 USA 
(815) 987-5590  (815) 967-6952 fax www.rockfordil.gov 

Excellence Everywhere 

March 23, 2010 
 
Mr. Lawrence Strickling 
Assistant Secretary 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
Herbert C. Hoover Building  
U.S. Department of Commerce   
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20230  
 
Dear Sir, 
 
As Mayor of the City of Rockford, I am pleased to write this letter of support for the Illinois Broadband Opportunities 
Program, North West Region (IBOP-NW). 
 
Our northwest Illinois region is underserved in broadband capacity and reach. The IBOP-NW proposal addresses 
the need for the northwest Illinois region to connect and extend fiber infrastructure, and to build a high-capacity 
network to meet the rapidly growing bandwidth needs of education, government, health care, and local industry. 
 
The IBOP-NW project is a unique collaboration of public and private entities gathered to propose a high quality, 
high capacity network for the nine county region. Public entities that will benefit from this infrastructure include 
libraries, public safety, counties, cities, park districts, public utilities, community colleges, and Northern Illinois 
University. Private sector participants include telecommunications companies, internet service providers, health 
care providers, and fiber optic installers. 
 
The City of Rockford needs this high capacity network to enhance public safety operations, to connect our local 
municipal and educational partners together, and as a tool for economic development.   
 
On behalf of the City of Rockford I respectfully request you give the IBOP-NW program your most serious 
consideration 
 
Very truly yours, 

Lawrence J. Morrissey 
Mayor  
City of Rockford 
 
LJM/get 



The Village of Scales Mound
“At the top in Illinois”

Jim Davis President
309 North St.

Scales Mound, IL 61075

July 29,2009

Jim Davis, President
309 North Street
Scales Mound, IL 61075

Mr. William Tonne, D.D.S.
Blackhawk Hills RC&D
102 East Route 30
Rock Falls, Illinois 61071

Dear Mr. Tonne,

The Blackhawk Hills RC&D Broadband Task Force, consisting of local governmental and other
public service entities in the six northwest counties of Illinois (JoDaviess, Stephenson, Carroll, Ogle,
Whiteside, and Lee County) was formed to explore the potential benefits and related cost of forming
a regional high speed, broadband network (Network) that could meet the combined needs of local
governments, school districts, library districts, park districts, a community college, a multi-
governmental public safety dispatch operation and major hospitals in the area. Initial efforts to
expand individual Blackhawk Hills RC&D member networks were too costly and as a result, a
combined regional network concept was developed to share the initial infrastructure costs, reduce
ongoing maintenance costs and expand the potential benefits to all Blackhawk Hills RC&D
members that could be achieved through this collaborative approach.

This project is a significant upgrade of the Blackhawk Hills RC&D’s broadband infrastructure that
will provide ongoing and long-term benefits to the Task Force Member communities, enhance public
safety, provide disaster recovery capabilities, improve service delivery to the citizens and businesses
and serve as an economic stimulus to the area as the Blackhawk Hills RC&D upgrades its
infrastructure and creates local jobs.

By signature below, we confirm our commitment to fully support the Blackhawk Hills RC&D grant
application to the State of Illinois.

Sincerely,

Jim Davis

President, Village of Scales Mound
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