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Llczanr Sii. Ryl iaeshi:

I Friimdskip Enmira Zone iz lesated in Alegeny County within Lhe Southa, Tar of Mew Yok
Fate. Thls |s a deslgnzalon of fucr Bimpra Zone Contigums Areas 0 rocd ol coonaniic
davelcpmen.. Theze areas arg lacaled in Fhieondsl-ip. Amity, Walleville ard Ciha, WY,

Wiz are vary interested [ neeazed ibar wplls Landwidih at an afardabde price and suppol 2 orojecl
“hat wouid provide additinal tiber infrastnrzlre hetesen “alione ored Whilesville, WY, THa project
zdcrezses te need for rerundory. witich boshseses mouira lo mos farsare with now projectz. 1t
wiadld ulsa prov.ade an alternssive far hroadbasd regulzerents ol :n aflcsdab 2 cost sirenginen ng
cusirezs madels &nd Alloddng (0oal busiesse: o sonpets wish eompan-es In.arge: merapolitzn
vias, i eddition. thiz reswok opana Lo Rpporun ES o espand Jusiness and refzin Mew Yo
>azed johs in e e,

Aq a rea. ka7 th's new nessonle W esiirale -het aver the nesd 2 yeare, thal *he 93 Cingire Zone
il Businmzzas inchaze Zone areas wil empley ©LO naw jobs aad retaid their 2 9532 e :!
erpfrovees, [vadd Fan, Jese Cipira Zone Certified Businesees [nihesc S argas 1 meke
etlimaied irvestman] of 200 millicn im ~acl: nesy, sew:pmart, 89d expical 98 3 resy't

Wi vt this 35 8 necassRTy onyect ot only (o thusa Ciopie Zone Cerifiad Bz nnsaos L2 noss
2t also for glebal camagtifivaness of tha sampAaies within g e, 1his fibe: bueild w7 re—ove s
aarrier 1has has prevented thls norel reclor fom compssing oo e level pley'ng fivle with cther sars of
il counbiy, The sreation of bis redi adant netaesk sithin Lhe Soull:am Tier West region el elractly
&nc: immediately bensft these mgnufzel dry e cormmenzizl buzingsaes. TS redsadant nabwork
il alzo benelil cduczlioral i-sifctiors, herlthrare sysems, 2rd privale snd poblc entitier, @ ol
as 1k rezidands by was ng areetor services available to them,

WA RHann 115 very Imoo ol orojecs, schich will direct v previc e prlaroed sroachzne carneddivily
acrEs fulal Muw Yorl Slata,
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NTTA
1407 Conatitetion Ave,, bW
Wagiingrorn, LW 20230

Lhzar Hira;

I g wailing L expraan the Stenben Covrety [DA's full support for the Ameniean
Revawery and Reirveamnzur Act Proposal baing swlaritted by TON, the Turmesl New York
grate filer optic backbons nelwork.

The Burwl Telephone Conpecies n hew York lacked acecsa to competitively prived.
redurdart Backhsrl services vodi] DO was boro, Chut uf pure nesd, and developed on
rueal independent nfiastnetare, ths ooveept of JOW came 1 fridtion. As o lness, it
has adways boon difficull (o muke 8 busness noede]l werk o Teoadhand serdiees In naral
Upstate Mear York, hul such mad every 10N pactazr ecanpany 23z done it for over 1404
voars ndividual v and over 1200 veacs combined. What betior group to e smoeslly
tural statewids fiber netorark then the busiissses 1hal Luve besn serimilied 1 oend disiog
bustcess o rural corurmnities for their i By sinegs 1ivesy This roral telephane
campeny fonndation is the strengtl: o TOMN, g we bring te know-hew to offee prear
enshomar servies, rellable services, and an aoparalaled corraitrent to sseve these
nnigque Tuzal aveas. 1ol ol leve for the Stote aod a lifelons pledee to serve thess roral
s (ha baa llsseatd ruradd Upestaee Mew York o benefit from the ingoruity, crearivity,
and prowth of aue indaperdent meal plhens compenics,

Ltis impartan;  ne.c ol JO0 s s bigory ol rewrd palnesing, Scocpetitlon”,
eooperating with 8l carders st competitors, and has proven itszlf a3 a leader In this by
estellishing Telalionships with all ypes of netwerl: providers (Cable TV Comvianics,
RT T 5, Wirsless/Cellnlar providers, CLEC?s, and privaees/public auiliss such as
Develepment Autkcrity of tha Xerth Country T34, CHN Conneet, Southem Tiee

W ost, and Southern Tizs East),

A v leok o Brivadherd Services in foew York Stace, (070 hes become the pingipsl
warier al meryl Mrosdbuned ealTies, and we Lelisve thar fucher dewclopment o TON's
Rroadhand Fiiser Oatice b etwork s inperative to the ceencmis prosperity of e Slake,

Wi ith Turher developmrent of the IO neterork, the regione] carmicr, gquasl- gy @1 rienial,
and net for profit conunonity neteodks sueh 4s CBE Conneel, T ANC Teve"apment
Antharity of the o-th Counnty?, Suubhern Tier Rast und Southers Tier Wast, will be able
to acsemplial: their Broadband deploy-nenlivilialives. Purlber development of 10N alsa
mives w1l Browdbamd carriens I Mew Tark the ability to 2stahlish newr or enhence their
cotrer, seevices, especially inihe roral arsss,

The TO® netwrorl a3 5.ready had 3 doop roaching Iogaci on the npsias Mes Yok
ecannmy, has provn it salvensy sud austaimalalify, and hes hud a2 diveel impoet on

Te%d Route 54 Moth « 70 Box 393 + Bath, MY 14510-03553 « Phooe: 837 776 3315
Fax S0TFPE-5059 - E-mail: InfoilSisuban Coontyl 28 corn « Web vasew BteutenCauntyl 5ucom




Schoharie County
QUIICH OF CLERK, AUDITCOR & PURCLUASING AGENT
[0 Hox &23, Coynly OMcs Tuliling
Schohame, MY 12157
Plicaie: {518) 295-8347  Fax: (515 2058487

_ —
Boied vf Smpermisos, Chufrrem T Willer, Clerk
Eazl ¥ Wenmnme, TIT Bhery] Tengietann, Deporkye Chink

Feren TTashwnveng, Exepmiler Cirl

May 13, 2000

Independent Optical betwark
Attn: liin Becher, CEOYPrasicent
B0 Sale Slrest

7 Floar

albary, MY 12207

Desar M-, Becker,
| have erclosed fur yaor informatlen a copy of & resaluzion that was adopted at the Schaharie
Caunty Boerd ot Suporvisors mecting an May 15, 20049, 1fyoo heve any questlans regerding

ihls rosalution please “esl fres to contact this office.

Simearaly,

Koo it

[s3ren Hathaway, Bepoty Clork
S=zhoharle Co. Baord af Supemisors




RESQLUTION NO. 56

TITLE: SUPFORTING I'HE EFFORT TO PROVIDE BROADBAND AMD
TELECOMMUMICATIONS ACCESS THROUGHOUT THE STATE

OF NEW YORK
e, ﬂ-_\_;“\.u__‘,.—— . )
OFFERED BY: Doandis dicaarde Who moved its adoption.
£ £ b
SECOMDED BY: _ Seauly Trusdbw Chairman Rules & Legizlalian Commillee

YWHEREAS, braadband access includes critical canler services, high speed Internet,
lalervigion and voice services; and

WHEREAS, high speed Intarnet service is of major economic and social impertancs in
today's world: and

WIHEREAS, Schoharie County has a Telecommunications Task Farce working toward
impreving broadband access: and

WHERELS, the Telscommunications Task Farce has cenducted a puslic survey
indicating ='rong support for broadiband aceess throughaut Schoharie County: and

WHEREAS, thal sludy clearly shows that thera are large portions of Schohatie Caunty
without brogdband coverage; and

WHEREAS, devalopment of self healing fiber rings as part of a crucial backbaone
nelwork bo connect homes, businesses, schoois, government and health cars scrvicos ara
impartant to delivering broadband to those ysers, and

WHEREAS, ION p-oposcs the creztion of technology agnostic, robust dala backboae
a5 a universal “on ramp” to the knowledge based sconomic mainsiream and

WHEHEAS this project is a eritical network for high speed broadband service: now
therefare he it hareby

RESOLVED, thal Lhe Schoharie Counly Boeard of Supervisors supports KON's etforts to
- provide the auanatnllty of broadband aceess throughout Mew Yurk Stete.

Dated: May i'{ . 2003
Filed: May i |, 2008

& o, ,LU Rt
CIerI-:E rd of Supervisors

/ZfL/W

Goupf}r Attarney
£

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY.

STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF SCHOHARIE sa:




Office ol the Prasident

February 3, 2000

Donald Rychnoviski, Executive Diractar

Sauthern lier West Beginaal Plana ng and Develapyent Iinard
AD39 Reule 219, Suile 200

Salamanca, NY 24770

Dear M. Rychnnwski:

As the lasgest univers ty in the westarn part of the New York's Southarn Ticr, SUNY Fredonia iu very
interested * and supportive of mcneased Fbes oatic ba dwidth at an affoscable price, Qur campus tuly
supperLs the preposed preject te provice additional fibzr rlastruclure betweehn Falconer and
Wiitesw'lle, NY. This project addresses the reed tar strazegic redundancy and tor critical cont nuity. Tha
preject alse provides anallforcable allermlwe ‘o bioadband requirements, thus allowing lacal
businasses to compete with companies in larger metropeolitan zreas with opportanitios 1o cxpansd
business and reta - Naw York-hzsed jobs,

This new tihar path will snharce rannecrivity ta 5.NY Frednnia web-tased servicas fer current and
prospeslive studenls und employees living in rurl arcas, broadening our vulrach and onlins cou‘se
cfterings, and potentia:ly ircreasing our stedaint populat'cn base. The civarsa rout’ ng provices tiker
redundancy. allowan3 centinairg academiz ard busimess praceduncs to take place in the 2uent anathar
fiber path iz compramisec.

W vicw Lhis projecl as necessary nol orly lor our univeisizy, bat fur glubal coanpeliiveness ol Lhe
cornaaniss within this cginn.  his fiker prajert will remove A harrier that has pravented this regian
from compeating ena cwel play.rg ficil with other paits of the country, The creaticn of this network
within the Sauthern Tier West region will 4 rectly aad immediately benefit educatioral inztitulions,
healhicare syslems, privale and public entizics, srd individual cilizens,

we fully suppart thls very Imgorlant preject. Enhancec breadaand connectivity across rural lew York
State is cruzial far the tuture of cur segicn.

_Sincerely, ]
5 PR // c///i’ }

2nnis L. Hefher, P2 D. / \
//

/ President /
(.

—
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134 F2elen Huli o+ Fedurna, NY 4043 o T-714-873-3438 = E-T13.473-3448 o wawFradznin adn



Office cfiha Provoe:
Laxon Drive :
Allrad, NV 48021205
BOT-971-21 3T

Fax GOT-67 12333
weew.BirEd.edu

Altred University

Jomald Hychnowsld, |ecntive Direcor

Southen Ticr Wost Kepiomal Planning and Bosselapmecnt Boand
A03% Houte 21%, Suits 240

Sulamuanes, N 14779

Augual 5, 2005

Dear dr. Rychnawski:

Az a business located i the Southern 'Licr of New York 3tste we are vory intcrested o Ineeeased fiber optic
bandwidily at an affordable ice and suppost a praject that would provide additional filer infrastmenare
between Faleoner and Whitesville, =%, It would algo provide sn altemative for broadband regquirements at an
afiodable vont, strenethening buanegs models and allewing local buginesses 1o cnmpete with conmnics in
Lurger mutropolilan areas. oo addiion, Gus oclwork opens up opporlunclics 1o cxpad bustoess und melain Mes
Fork based jobs in the fufure,

AL TesilL ol s new tetwork, e eatimate thl ever Lhe hesl 3 veuts, we will eonpluy hres new johs und
rekaio oue bventr-ane cwrent ..,mplnyecf; It acklition. aur eempany estimates an investment of $ 150,000 in
machinery, cquipment and capital as a reanlt,

Wi nve prosen iy develaping putinerships o Tyrkey, the Tiniled Kingdom, Chivg g Seuh Kocen whigh wd
allus s hs plier distariee aldocation Lo theee regions of e world. Aceess [ Bber is essenbial o us o he able
Lo Cwli T wwr moisgivn in bese locadons. Alfeed Traiversity mnsi be able oo compete intemationally. Foc us to
paovide sducational suppoet in distone locations requires nocess to our jnternstional partuees theough the uee of
techinlapy that depends on fiber.

e view this g a necossary eicel nol only [or our budness: bul glso e globul somapatilivenass of G
companies within this region, This Tber build will remers o bareier that Tud neevepbed (his ragion [Fom
comnpeting oo a lkevel playiog Leld with ather parts of the conntry. The erantinn of thia redundant neteeork
within ths Seulben Tier Wesl region will directly atnd irmmmedialely benelil educaliona institutions, bealtheare
sy slemmes, aml privide und poblic entities as well as the residetts by making greater scevices availablo to them,

e support this very important projeet, wlich aill divcetly provide eohaneed brogdbwnd commeclivily meross
rral doew Yok Stare,

sincerdy,

WtV Held

Whllinen M. Llatl, iy
ASng Provost
Mllved Univorsity



V22 Cobleskill

I | =1tz (Jnnersity o Mew vine + Calage of Agrpuliure 2nd Technelngy = Gublesill, Hew Yok 120831701 = 518-265-5011 = Fax 518-255-5333

August 11, 2009

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program

National Telecommmumications and Information Admimstration
U5, Department of Commerce

HCHB Foom 4812

1401 Constitution Avenne NW

Washington, DC 20230

Subject: Support for ION Broadband, ARRA Proposal

I am wrting in full support for the Amencan Recovery and Remvestment Act being
submitted by ION.

As the provest of the State University of New York College of Agriculture and
Technology at Cobleskill, a small agricultural college in a mural area of Upstate New
York--and as president of the Schoharie County Chamber of Commerce— I am daily
made aware of the disadvantage to both education and business caused by the lack of
wide access to broadband mtemet service here.

For our commmter students, this lack of broadband access often means they cannot
participate fully in courses that have on-line components, nor may they be able to take
summer school or intersession courses, which are pnmanly taught on-line. Added to this
1 poor access to library resources. If our students, E-16, are to be competitive, they must
have access to and be comfortable with the latest techmology.

Much of our business i3 agriculture, and lack of adequate access, or need to rely on
expensive satellite access, places them at a disadvantage. Added to this, the county has
been trying to bnng more business and industry in, but without adequate intemnet access,
many new firms look elsewhere; this greatly harms a poor county with one of the highest
uenmployment rates in the state.

Frankly, broadband access needs to be considered at the same level as access to
electnicity and telephone. This proposal being submutted by I0N will mean that our
young people will be more competitive in the weorld of tomormow, and we as a County
may get the shot in the arm we need to fum lives around.

Sincerely.

inh—

Amne C. Myers, PhD.
Provost
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NTIA
1401 Constitution Ave., W
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Grant Administrators:

NYSERNet writes m strong support of the Amerncan Recovery and Eeinvestment Act
Proposal being submitted by ION and DANC, the largest New York State combined fiber
optic backbone network. WNYSEENet and some of its member institutions in the North
Country have already derived encrmous benefit from earlier builds. This proposed
expansion would reach completely unserved areas, in the process giving greater
redmdancy through completing rings and reaching vital assets needing advanced
mfrastructure. ION and DANC are an essential part of the finture of Broadband in New
York State.

For twenty-four years, NYSERINet has provided the E&E backbone network in New
York State. Our mitial network was the first use of the Internet protocol cutside of the
US Defense Department. We currently nm a I'WDM optical backbone from New York
City to Buffalo. NYSERNet also operates the primary R.&E collocation facility m the
northeast and one of the most important B&E peering points in the world, provides dark
fiber for cur members in WNew York City, runs a commercial-grade data center dedicated
to our members' disaster recovery and business confinmty neads. and 1s active at all levels
in the national and mtemational networking commumity.

With each of the many generations of network and network resources that NYSERNet
has deployed we have, with our member institutions, pushed the envelope. Instifutions
located in Wew York City or near our PoP's in major upstate cifies benefit immediately
from robust access to our global peering point m Manhattan, busmess confimmty center in
Syracuse, or the scientific resources and supercomputers at mstitutions optically
connected to our network. But institutions located at a distance face great challenges. As
noted above, several in the North Country already reach our backbone robustly because
of earlier DANC builds. This proposal will reach other enitical facilities such as Gnffiss
Institute, serving Air Force Eome Labs and the many academic institutions i the
madegquately served UticaFome area, connect spurs mto rings, and in the process reach
many areas that are underserved or totally unserved.

I0ON and DANC have a history of neutral partnering, “coopetition”, cooperating with all
carmmers and competitors, and has proven itself as a leader in this by establishing
relationships with all types of network providers (Cable TV Compames, BIEC s,
Wireless/Cellular providers, CLEC s, and private/public entities). Particularly relevant



private/public entities). This history is particularly relevant here, as this proposal is part
of a coordinated effort to also extend to the Southern Tier in a cooperative build by the
Finger Lakes Technologies Group (FLTG) and the complementary Southern Tier West
proposal.  In aggregate these projects fundamentally alter the broadband map of New
York State,

Previous DANC work in the Northern Tier and ION work there and in other parts of the
State have demonstrated their solvency and sustainability. The DANC/ION proposal will
reach critical national assets like the Griffiss Institute serving Rome Labs with its lead
role on cybersecurity. It reaches anchor institutions in the Utica/Rome area and other
parts of the Morth Country, and from these centers of excellence and engines of
innovation will come the network enabled jobs. Complementing this, DANC will be the
network provider for one of the FOC Rural Health Care awardees, providing transport for
a host of medical institations back to the NYSERMet PoP in Syracuse. NYSERNMet and
the NY SERMet community, anchor tenants on this infrastructure, will help sustain the
innovations that create these jobs,

The DANC/ION proposal, and its counterpart in the Southern Tier, will bring advanced
networking to vast new areas of Mew York. Expansion of the DANC/ION network is the
kind of project that we all can and should support, as it goes far to make broadband
available to a vast mumber of roral commmunities. It also helps drive economic growth
inside these communities, offers the ability to enhance services, and is a key component
to providing affordable broadband throughout New York.

Sincerely,

Dr. Timothy L. Lance
President and Board Chair, NY SERNet
Distinguished Service Professor, University at Albany

New Yorks Networking Future NYSERNet
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August 10 . 2000

MWTIA
1401 Constitution Ave., MW
Washington, DO 20230

Dear Sirs:

Wi are writing (o express our full suppo-t for the American Recovary and
Reinvastmart Act Proposal Boing submittcs by 10N and DANG. tha lamest Mew
¥ ark State combined fiber optic backbone network.

The Grifiss Institute (G111 is 8 501{c}3 Technology 3nd Business Incubator
lozated at the Griffiss Business and Technolegy Park in Rome, Mew Yark. The Gl
is charged with deve'oping and expartding high lechnology employment
appartunitizs i the Mohawk Valley by parfhering with te Air Foree Ressarch
Labaratory fnformation Cirectarate (AFRLRD, privafe industny and academia. In
fact, AFKL/RI has the Gl on cowract {o fransfer che warld class technotagy from
AF resaarch bo industry tor commarcialization and productization. We are relying
on 3N and DARC to build and provids the neceszary infrastructure that the
iZriffiss Institute needs now and in the future. The incubator service at the Gl
supports high technology business development specifically focused on
Infornation Techinalogy with an samphasis on [efarmaton Assurance, Computer
Forensics and Computer Securily. Thase technalogy hrusls ars key (o our
nation's needs. Connectvity o the GFwill aflow world ¢ 355 researchers a real
firne fochnoiogy dovelopment vahicla to collahorate ovar high speed netwarks.
Flans @re in place connect the networks to a High Performancs [Terra Flog)
processor 0 the 5| enabling new advanced means of developing and
ransitioning echnology. it will also zrovide a test bed fo- developing new
products lsading to new sconomic stimulus. 1IN and DANC provide cost
effactive broadband senvices thraughout rural areas in New Yok, | belieye (ON
and DANC are an ezsential part of the future of Broadband in New York Stahs,

IO Aand DAME have a nistony of neutral partnernng, "coopetition”, conparating
with all carners and compettors, and has prover: itself as a leader in thie by
establishing relationships with all trpes of network providers (Cable TY
Companies, RLEC s, Wirelss/ Celludar prov ders, SLEC s, and private/public
entilies such as CEM Connect, Southetn Tier West, and Southarn Tied East).

The IOM and DANG opsn access networks have argady had a degp reaching
impact on the upstate Mew York econemy, have proven its solvency and
sustainzazilty, anc have had a direcl imeact on Broadeand connectivity and jeb



craation ire rural Mew Yok, |t is now time to supporn the enhancerment of these
networks to close the gaps, provide further redundancy and affordability, ard
develop addticnal unserved and undersarved areas in Mew York, Fuither
devetlapment of ION and DANC's networks also gives all Broadband carriers in
My Yok the abilty 1o establizh new areas of senvice or enhance their current
sefyices, espacially in the rural areas

The expansicn of the [ON and DANC networks is the kind of project we car and
should all support as it goes far o bring the avaiahility of Broadiand o a vast
amawnt of mural communitiez. ft also helps drive esonomic growth inside thase
commun ties and offers the ablity to enhance services, provide affordable
Eroadkan: throughout Mew York and is a means for business stimu us via
information research and devalopmeant.

Sinceraly,
g S J: './- K
I|I| K ) I.-'. - I. ‘:_,
. f;{.‘/ ,,4 l,.E""‘ R

.'u“u'illiar'n E._.';I".f-:jh‘, Direﬁltc:-r
Griffiss [nstitute



National Telecommunications and Information Administration

Letters of Support

Letter of Support Senator Kirsten Gillibrand ...
Letter of support Congressman SCotty MUFPRNY .......ccooiiiiiiiiicece e
Letter of support Senator James L. SEWAIT..........ccccueiiieiiieieieseseseeee e

Letter of support Assemblyman Peter LOPEZ..........ccooviiiiiieieieiinenieieee e
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This lertar is provided to ol my enlbosizslic oot tar the Amecican Recoversy
and Boimvesiment Aot Proposal beir g submited by 100N, New York™s larpest fiker aptic
arkioee newrl.

Accezzto broadband sorvices remeing a aitise] poorily for conmLamiiey Lo s
e Fork, aarticnlarhs cur sl poErmumitizy, us businedses, wovesunental sl
acd sducations] faeiiiies sl 10 e conleihuling metnbars W the stete econoimy, Much’
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| beligve that tl-e ephancement of IOz Fibar Optie Metwork iz Tmperd e to e 5
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(OLOCTT, L:!ﬁ:;_lc-IDE‘.-‘G].-:.:}:]:I:L:.:HL«AL-L_h'.T.'.l-.I:C'_“-.'.' IJ,II:NI)I:I_}]__CI;IU:I'I.L!':':I_. Southesa Tier Fas: and
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Letter of support Southern Tier East Planning and Development Board............c..cccocevienee. 5

Letter of support Southern Tier West Planning and Development Board...........c...cccceevnnee. 6
Letter of support Southern Tier Central Planning and Development Board ..............ccccoc...... 7
Letter of support Development Authority of the North Country...........ccccocovvviiiiiiienciieneen, 8
Letter of SUPPOIrt CBIN CONNECT........ccviiiiiieicrie e 9
Letter of support New York State Department of COrrections...........cccocvevvvienieniesinseeniennns 10

Letter of support New York State Office of Mental Health.............c.ccocooveiiiiiiiciice 11
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inberesis. Accass o o liber optic natwork wil alsc olay a criteat robe in T TUters oonomie devslaprnent of
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Southern Tier West

Regional Planning & Development Board
James Cooper, Chairman
Donald B. Rychnowski, Executive Director

August 6, 2009

Joe Calzone

ION

B0 State Street, 7th Floor,
Albany, NY 12207

Dear Mr. Calzone:

As aregional planning board located in the southem tier of New York State we have
continuingly locked a means to provide increased bandwidth at an affordable price to the entities
aCToss our service area. After discussions with representatives of ION Corporation I fully
support a project that would provide additional fiber infrastrocture between Falcomer and
Whitesville, NY. As Tunderstand this project it would provide not only redundancy for our
region of Chautaugua, Cattaraugus and Allegany Counties but it will also provide an alternative
to the current broadband providers.

This project will provide a means for our areas business not only to remain in southwestern New
York but also to expand their capabilities. This project addresses our need for redundancy, at an
affordable cost, that our businesses require to move forward with new projects and new
mvestments.

We view this as a necessary project not only for our business but also for global competitiveness
of the companies within this region. This fiber build will remewve a barrier that has affected this
regions ability to compete on a level playing field with other parts of the country. We feel that
the creation of this redundant network within the southem tier west region will directly and
mumediately benefit educational institutions, healtheare systems, private and public entities as
well as the residents with greater services being available to them.

We fully support this very mmportant project, which will provide enhanced broadband
connectivity across mural New York State.

Sincerely,

Donald F. Bychnowski
Exerutive Director



i 8 Denison Parkway East
Suite 310
Cornmng, MY 14830

Southern Tier Central
Regional Planning &
Development Board |

Tel: 607/962-50092

Fax- 07/962-3400
www.steplanning org
E-mal: gigmpdb sty ar.com
Dlarcia Ir. Weber

Executive Director

August &6, 2009

Broadhand Technology Opportunities Program

Mational Telecommunications and Information Administration
.5, Depariment of Commerce

HCHB, Room 4812

1401 Constitution Avenueg, NW

Washington, DC 20230

To the Review Committee:

Southern Tier Central Regional Planning and Development Board (STC) is strongly supportive
of the IOMN application for funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

STC has been working since the 1980s fo increase broadhand service to our three counties of
Chemung, Schuyler, and Steuben. In 2006, we completed a regional telecommunications
study that outlined our telecommunications assets, gaps, and needs. This study has heesn
updated over the past few maonths.

Through focus groups and other discussions, we have determined that our businesses,
including agri-business, technology firms, and health care, are unable to develop fully because
of the lack of hroadband senvices as well as redundancy and diversity. The businesses could
be expanded to provide more income and jobs (which are desperately needed in Upstate NY)
if they had better access to these services. We are also in danger of losing existing
husinesses and being unable to attract new husiness with access that is insufficient for their
mesds.

Our education system has made tremendous progress in distance leamning hut requires
increased broadband services to fully implement their plans and to reach the rural schools.
Our libraries cannot now access the affordable high speed bandwidth that will bring needed
training, government senvices, and knowledge to our rural region.

Local governments are frying to provide adeguate services and contain costs, and they need
increased bandwidth to do so. We have worked closely with their IT departments and their
emengency senices departments to determine their needs and possible solutions, and they,
too, must develop increased bandwidth.

T0% of our [and area, the area outside of the major population areas, is not covered by either
cable or DSL. The population living in that area is understandably frustrated by not having

Serving Chemnmg, Schuyler and Steuben Counties
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CBNCONNECT

BROLDEAND POR BVERYOMEY

Saturday, August 08, 2000

NTIA
1401 Constiution Avenme, N
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Sirhadam-

I am writing to express support for the Amernican Recovery and Bemvestment Act Proposal being
submitted by ION, a New York state fiber optic backbone network. My company is alse a RUS
BIP apphicant, and we look forward to coordinating services with ION to share carmer traffic and
provide redundancy.

ION has helped service providers to open and expand broadband services in many areas of New
York State. IO has nwvested greatly in its mfrastructure in order to develop their network. This
has helped support the local economies, retan and create jobs, and develop a nuch-needed
broadband infrastrocture in many areas where there 1s little or no service available. ION has
supported our company and we look forward to working with them to see mumal development
and growth of our networks.

ION, like CBN Connect, 1s the kind of project we can and should all support, as 1t goes far to
bring the availability of broadband to a vast mumber of rural communities, and helps drive
economic growth inside these conmmmities by enhancing services and making broadband more
affordable.

Sincerely,

;,’:?{es-.;_ﬁuﬁ_. r;‘fmm__

Howard Lowe
President

|94 L5 OVAL PLATTSEURGH. MY (2901 | P-E|BE&4.2214 F- 5185643210 | WWW . IOBNCOMNECT.ORG
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Freachamd Tochnelogy Cppeotunitics Fregram
1401 Clorsiluliom Avenue, WW

Woaslinglors, TIC 20250

e i o Madam:

Towm wrling Lo express my o sunport for the Amedesm Boeosvery aml Beinvesiment Al
Tropasal being submille] by O™ & TDANC, Mew Yark Sle [Aher vptic backbone nepsork
providers,

L e DANC are inferested in assisting poverurental agencies and service providers to open
and cxpand Broadhand seevices chwonph e Yark State. 106 & DANC have invested in
rheir infrastrocture W orndor to develop a neoworls acress the stars. Thus has helped o develop
i mueh-oeeded Broadband waffastmicture in greas where there is Ltthe or no sorvices available,

With Turlbwer developmunt ¢ the state's Browdbond sordee communisy, the reeionl e,
Cusi-oveamnental, und aod for proedld comnuaniky nebworks such as CBN Commeel, Soulhom
Tiwr Eagt and Sowhemn Lier West wall be able @ aceomplish their Broadband depleymenl
milgives, Futher deselopment of D08 & TANC also mives ol Broadband carmiens in New
Farrk the akility S0 wstahlish new or enbonee thar coment services, espocially nothe nal
TGS

Trisjects ul this nalere wve the potential w brvg the availahility of Browdhoal be o ovist
amount of mral communicics, which i3 where mest of the Depanment of Correctional
Aervices’ Twelibes are Jocots], Tealso helps dnve sconomic et meside tess commmuniiss,
and offers the abilily o ecbance sarvicas and provide afZprdable Broadband choonghont Bew
T ok,

Sincerelwy,

“Thenas 1. Herzog,

Assistant Cinranisssoner
Chiel [nlaconatiom O1hcer

LI Lammizaionar Fischear
Deputy Cotaisaionar Rey



Office ot Mantal Health
‘s State ef New York 44 Fokrd Aveeue
Dauid A, Petarzcn Alcaw, Naw Yok 12222
Govarvya: WAWDMAY S0 e s

Augus! 14, 2009

Ms. Anna M Gomez

Acling Assislant Seaalary for Communications and 'nformation
National Telecommunications and Informator Adininestation
U.S. Departmen: o’ Carmmoice

1401 Censlialien Avannz, NW

HC=B8 Rcomr 4872

Washington, DT 2023C

RE:  Letter of Support for Development Autherity of the North Gountry (DANG)
Network Growth and Adirondack Connect as Broadband Technology
Opportunities Programs

Ms. Gomez:

| am wnting to exprase our suppart for the Amar can Recovery and Relnvestiment Act Sroposal
being submitted oy the Levelopment Auttority of the North Country (CANC). If seeciac for
fundng DANC Nelwork Growth and Adironoack Connest will extend New York State's fiber
optic natwork ¢ mullipe rural counlics ard extenc a fer reaching open access broadband
network.

DANC's prozcts covar a numwber of counties with the largest areas ef ur-se-ved anc
urderseved census blocks  The gian: wil belp DANG creato altaraetive open access
netwerk. It will hep cnve cown the cosl of broadband services in the rural counties aad
srovide reliable alternaives to broadoanu scrvice subscribers. Thess nf-astructires, cnce in
Aace, can nelp medical and healthsare providsrs and othor community support organizaticns
in advancing aducaticn, raining and healtheze delivery,

I an confident et bioadband technology and the inncvative uss of optic fioer netwerk can
gimulate the Incal economic growtn, and ‘oster & sustainat'e breadband ussr commurity n
many riral a7eas in New Yerlk State

" i Sircorely;. »

.\ —
N — o _‘\.\
A8 i— e

S~
Hen Wano Ph D,
Deouty Commissioner & Chief Infarmation Officer

210 SRS, CPPOTUNEY A BN LTI, VP OYER

CIIL 320
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' S
MAST

: MANUFACTURERS
Clrutiwgua County Chamber of Commarce ASSOCIATION

OF THE EOUTHEAN TIER

Together, we're Leading Busingsses. Leading Communites. ™
March 2¢, 2NN%

Donald Ryshaowski, Executive Directar

Sonrhern Tier Wesl Rezivcw. Planning and Devaloprzsnt Baard
ANSS Rowte 219, Suite 200

Salamasca, NY [£779

Daac Mi, Ryctuowski:

We upplaud o preadly upproviats the offans of the Smthem Tier West Kegiozal Plarning and
Development Board to increass fibar optic bandwicth in the Soulbwrn Tier, The Chaclaugua
County Chamber of Commeree and the MaauGaclurers Assuciulion of Lhe Socthem Lier sepresent
uver 1,200 dusinesses in the Sauthern Tigr including 28,000 emnlovees. Our membars are vory
interested in increasad filxer opric Bandwidih #1 an allondable price and suppor: 2 preject thas
would pravide sdditional fiker tnfreslnuclure belween Falconer and Whitasville, NY. This project
addreszes the noad for redundancy, which businssses vequire to move forwand with new prajeets.
Irweesld alsn provide an alteenalive for breadbanc requirements at an affordable cost,
strergtheniog busioess muodels and allow:ng local husinzaazs 0 compets with companiss in Jarae
marropnlitan areas. In additien, this network opana up oppacunitics (o exgsnd business and
retan New York based jobs tn Lhe Tuture.

e view this us 8 nocessary project nat only for ous business but alse for globul compelivveness
of lhe compeniss within this region. This fibar baild will remove a bacrier il Lus prevenied Lhis
reggion [rom compating on e level plaving field with other zarls of the counizy. The creation of
this redundant network witrin the Southenn Tier West reion will directy und immediately
benelit educatinnal insitutions, healthsare systems, and private and public ealitics s well as the
residents by making greater seavizes availahle i then:,

1

Vee support Lhis very impnrtant pen’ect, which wil® divecily provide eatuinesd brovéband
connectivite earass nal New York Stare,

Sincerely,

s i

ludd J. lrurum
President:CEO. Chautaugqua County Chamber of Commerce
Lxecutive Dircetor, Man :factmiors Association ¢l The Southem 1ier

Chastauqua County Chamber uf Commerce ( Manufacamers Assnciation of the Southem Tler

Dunkirk Branch 10785 Dennarr Raad ¢ Dunkirke New York 14048 § 715-386-6200 ) Fax 716 356 4276
Jamestown Branch 101 Wase Fith Sreear ! Jamastown, New Yord 14701 716-434-1 01 ) Fax 7144870785
MTI Branch 512 Falconzr Soreer § Jancatawn, Newe York 14001 [ 716-483-1833 1/ Fax 716-437-9559
websice: waww.chavtauguachamseiorg ! anail ceo@dmutiquacumberony



BASSET T
HEALTHCARE

Aanet 5, e

MLLA
1401 Constitution Ave., W
Wazhinglom, TR 2030

Drar Sirs;

Tum writieg o eapress oy Al sopport for the Amarican Recovery and RBeinvesimont Aot
Trapasal Tolog sulioctied Ty TON, tie largesl New York stz tber oslic backlnne
natwreals,

Ar avorsl hoapyile] sysiem, meluding 3 hezsitals and ever 35 heallh conlers, we are facod
with many viwlicngess noour goul o provide excellent and relizhle carg for the rural
population. Adding W kis challengs is the cost of and accsss o dependable and
redundant hroadband services. We ane always lockone w0 soe bhow we cpn redune s costs
aod be more efficient o all that we du withaul sompramizie: sur patient care or sorices,
the TOM meds! fits o with that goal, with thew law cost sereices, rednodan infrashmetace
sl praveen relabiliby,

Foe Dasseti, the polential ol having cost eMeetive brosdband, with large copacity ood
reliables redvndancy is inperative ool Tering care thrughoul aur vast nelwark af hospital
and health canrors. Sinee we dopand on Teaaband, we supporl the Lelamedicioe aoribntes
of our swatem, mcluding the PACS system and elecianic rosdical revords as well as
vlhers, it hecores nol only s issne of cost; it becozes an issce of vglient pare.

10X bos been a suppartive pactier in looking b sidnss the noeds of tha oral
comwnunilicy and cepecisly the needs of healtheare, Witk a hislery al neuhal patoering,
coirpereiing wilk all arders aul comapctitors, [ON has wored clasely with providzre tha
we currently wse 0 @ efTort to snbance servicss of and locations Uit have [0OMN™ clisble
MThar hacizhone.

10M bas become the principal cader ol oural Browdhand IrafTe throvgl Bors] Mew Yook,

gl Thelizve tha further development of IOMs Broadband Fibver Optie Melwark is
irmperative 1 Mg vianilily of the rurs | aress thooghont the Seate.

Dimne Avwsll Faesl o Chuepuarnbeones, Mew York 134061354

-ﬁ.':l‘i!l.':l.r'] vt Tt Uiy



10 is the kind of project we can and should all support, 45 it goss [at w oring the
availability of Brozdhard (o a vasl amoam: af roen! communities, 1t also helps drive
ecomenic prowlh maide thess cocnmunides, and offers the abilitr to <nbance services anid
previds effordable Broadsand througheut Now York

Sinecrely,

e -

prt o
i C—

Bering C. McKee, P,
Excenmve Vics Presidene &
Cluef Operabing Oiicer

Basaell el hoars

.
.-",' ﬂ'g&"“g::__g-__j
Y=/ loseph Diver
{,{‘ Crhoea” Toolverrmats omn O Teer K
Viee Prezidert Information Technelogy
Dagsett JTealtheare



SYRACUSE UTILITIES, INC. I kgl

0, BOX 53T » 9E5E BREEWERTCH R0y + BREWERTOM, Y - 3028

Frivege, Tuly 170 2008

LN
L0 Censhwiicn fve,, 78
Weshimln, X 20200

Licar £ios,

Tum wrlinyg Ly exrness my (ol support Toe Ce American Pecovery and deinvestrasnt A
Poopuesal e subeadtied b [IOMN, e largesr Mew rak state fiker opte backlane
netwark.

T hag wse] Soermcase TU0AL e, T m weill e miarny old consire ot ol unies,
ivesting i alige cowonnt of ifrasrociwe sod eotin’cal componerts to deselap their
narwark. 1aia kas belped saoocst the Jocal economy. retain e coecte jobs, and develoo
arvzenrseded droadband infrestroemnre i areas where thees s linte or o services
wmilallos TOW Fag supporiod cor ooy and comiinuey el oy threudh their
e develoament snd wrees

Agwe ook at 3roadband Saevicae in boew Yok Store, it 8 aooarent thar LON s tie
privepal carvie: of ara’ Broadlbaed naffic, aod | believe ther farther deveozment of
Lid™’s Beeadband ey Optic Menaork 13 imparative oo the scononuc prosparity of the
Stare. Wil unthor development o the IO netweork, $he rogional caricr, quasi-

s ernrnEna], amed el for profil ey eleeurks suchiogs CIY Conmegl, 2J1ANC
woevelcpment Autiorily ol Tha oth Sounleyy, Southern Toer Tastand Seolliess Tier
West, will be aldle re aceeciplish their Broadband deploseent Laitiatves. I cther
dzvelopment of IO0 alza cives il Srosdbaad carriers 0 Mew Yook <he abiity
&taaciza cow ar cnhanes thair oument sarviess, ezpecially io fhe nival srzas,

TOM s 2 7l o7 progeel e sun and ghonld |l sepperl,os e moes G Lo beng e

werti Lty 12 Froachund foowovas? 2noant ol el coremomites, T s b welpe dnvs
soedmazis prow 1 ile Miese cormmemities, and e ees e iliy Do e ce serises ynd
prowvide affcedshie Breactand theoiaheit Mes Yoo

Sincemely,

PO e -(
Mdere 3. Sepeelli
IMessidant-

Swracuze Uil tes, Lac.




FIBER INSTRUMENT SALES, ING.

Thurgdiey, Tuly 069, 200K

NLLA
1401 Consiitetion Ave., B
Washington, DC 20230

Meat Hirs,

Iam wirime to cxpress oy fill support for the Ainencan Fecovery and Eeinvestnent Act
Fropiesl being submitted by IOM, the largest Mewr York stwbe fiber optic backbone
etk

1324 s wzed local Lechnical and equipmeant campanies and Taz invested in a e
amonut of rfrastiaenae in order to develop the network Lhie has helped sappart the
Tnal coonomy, ootain aud ercedc jobs, and develop & nuch-nooded broadband

IS lruie o 1 uresy whers dthers = Hille or oo serviees svilable. IO has supporied
0r carnpan ¢ ond cotbisees W Supporl us theoueh theit oun developraenl and graewth,

A we Jonk at Broadband Services fn Mew Yorx Htate, it is apparent that M is the
princi sl earrier of nirs? Broadband tmiffic, snd I belizve that funther developmenr of
T2z Hroadband Fiber Optic Motaork i immperaiivs to the cconosmic prosperinye of the
Srme WA furiber devziopraesnd, ol fhe FOW neGaeork, 16 redomal camies, quasi-
povernmenlal, umd ot For prol community metworks guch as TN Conneer, AR
Levalapment & utharily of e North Cawngry], Secthemn Tier Fasl gnd Southern Tier
wast, will be able to accomplizh thelr Broadband deployment initiatives, Forther
devolopment of [0 also sives all Broadband eamicrs in Tvowr ook the abilmy to
witsbhish new or cihance their cusrent servicss, cspecially 1o thw rural ancas.

BT 45 Che ind of project wee can and should all suppoms., 95 1L goes Tae 6o bring the
avafahility af Troadhand o a vast amoenl. nf mee] eommunities. Talae helpe drive
economic growth incide these ctununitias, and offers the abilroy wenhance services and
provide affordabile Broadband thronghant bew Yok

singerely,

e

Hen Vipliein
Centract Manager

141 Ciear ROAD » RSNy o Mew Yoo 13424 v LISA
[2T5)736-2206 » Faxr {3T5)736-2285 » Emal NFO@FIBERINSTRLMENTEALES, CONM
R FIBCHI NETRUN ENTSALES. Tl




BLIEGLASS, LLE
PR EOX Z7h
CROWN FHT, NY 12928

Wedneaday, Toiy 08, 200

MNTLA
1401 ConstiLukioo Awme,, W
Washinetomn, L3 250

[éac Hire;

| am wr S to prepress my ol suppect for the Anrerican Fevovery sl Reinvestmenst At
Proposy] heing submitted by 108, the lavgest Ko Yorl atate fker optic backbone
nehworle.

The el Telenhons Congurdes o Mewr Yol lacked aecess to compelilively priced,
redundant backhaul wrvices voul 102 was born, Qui of pure need, wnd developed on
rural independent infrastraote, the conept of TN camne W faition. As you kaow, it
b always been difficult to makes a businers model wores for broadband sorviees n radl
Upstate Mow York, but cuch end evers 1OM partner compeny hus done it Few crver 100
vears individimlly and over 1200 vears connbined, Whe, hetfer group o mon a mestly
rural atetoveide Fher netwnds then the businesses thul have been enoremitted to and doing
husiness 1a marid cunmmngtes for their entime business Hves? This mral telephonc
cormpany fonar dation is the strometh o T, as we bring e knoe-how to afler e
customer sorvics, Teliable sorvices, atdd an wiparaileled commitoyend Ly serve Lheas
e Tursd sreps, Tis oul of love for the Staks aod & elong pledige 1 serve these maral
arcas liut has allowed meal Upstate Mew Yook o berafit from the Ingannizy, creativity,
and grovvth ol aur indepondcrs riml phone compumies.

It = Important to note that BON hes a history of neutral partuening. “suipetilion”™,
cooprrating with sl carriets ard sompetitors, and Lss proven jlself as a leader in this by
cetahlichity refativnsiips with &'l types of nosaork providers {Cabie 1Y Companics,
RILFC s, Wireless/Celhlalar providers, CTRCs, und privans/public entitics such, as
Dhevebopunent Authority of the North Country {DANC), CBN Conncet, Soutlemn, Tier
Wzt and Soarthem Tier Fast).

As we look af Broadbund Services in New ¥ouk State, 10 has becomne the principal
earricr of Teral Prowdband tratfic, and wre believe flamt Nurther development of KIK's
Btroadhand Fiher {ptic hetwork is imporative o the econotnie prosperity of the Srare,
With loether developueent of the ION oelwork, Fus regienal carrier, quasi-gevcmmontal,
arul st for profit conmoamity aebworks such as CBM Connect, TANC (Eleveloprmenl
Aathasity of the Worth Counlry), Southern 'l ier Hast and Sovthorn Tiet Weut, will he dhle
te accomplial thedr Fruadband deployment initdadves, Furler devehopren of 107 also




iy AT Broadbam] carniets in Mew ¥rck tha ability o a2siahlizh tew o enfanae (heir
currenl gervices, especinlly Inthe roeal anss.

The IO netwozk haz alocady bad 4 doep roaching bmpact on the upatate New Yook
CLOTDITLY, Es proven il selveney smd suskanataily, ool hoy had o direwd impac: on
Broacthand commeelivity amd job ereaion mneeal Bew ok, 7174 resi 3mne 10 seppnt, the
etilircement ol the KN nemwoel to elose the paps, provide firter redundaney and
afforcabilivy, aod develop additional wneerved and nnderserved areqs in Sew Yark,

TO0 i the kind of project we e and shauld all soppotd, s i goea T i bring the
werlabitily o Prrgadbund 1 o vast aemennt of curad comeeinities. 1L also hefps drive
geLmcthic prowth inside these commamnities, and offers the ability w cnhanes scrvices and
rraelde 2ffordabbe Broadland dwomghons New Yok, :

Tt

Patricia L, Eoapp




%

PAETEC

Adpgusl 5, 2009
VIA US MAIL

MTIA
L] Comstibiti: Acveditic [
W ashington, [0 20230

T Whom TE May Corcern:

I arn weding o express PARTEL Communications, lnc's (CPARLEC™) fill
suppert for the Amerionn Becovery and Beinvestmont Aot Proposal being sabmicted by
[0, The owrer of Wow York Slate’s Torgest Gber oplic hackhons nelwordc

As o telecommunications cod informaotien sarvices provider serving a laree part
of Mew Youk itzclf, FPAZTEC vses 1OM to build aad provicds a portlen of the noeossary
infrastructurs that o Auginess noeeds nos and intae fowee, 100 prowvidas PA TR with
cosl eHeehive accosd e enler und compete inthe market o provide broodband servicues
thrauehoul rural arsas in Mew Yok, PARTEC believes 100 s an caseotial poact ol the
fumra ot hroadband in Mew York.

Foral commuuenitics i Mow Yok lack posess te roadbaml services and that s
rrakivg i1 bl Tee Bonities and busicesses o comnete aod sucoesd in iese rora’ areas
TOEY hs o Tisloey ol nedtial partoesing o "eospetition.™ [n other words, [ON tazilitares
coaperation with all carcizes o competiters, and has osoven Hzelf as a leades Lo this by
catablishiag relatianships wita all types of nztwouk providers (o, Cable TV Companics,
BLECS, Wimeless Cellulas provilers, CLECT aml privalepoblic enlities soch s
Development Awborily ol the Moerth Countey (AN, CER Connecl, Southam Tier
Wesl, sl Southern Thier East).

The M networks has alrendy had a deep reaching impact o the upestate how
Yark seonomy, bas provan itg solveney and susteinghility, snd has hwd o diveet impaet on
Friandbimed connectivice and job creation in rora] Mew York, [ is now Gme Ly sappaert the
enbancement ol the TOR netwock o cloze the zapa, provide forthes recdundancy and
altoedability, and develop additional veseeved and wnderserved arcas in Mew Yook
Further develepment of 10X alse gives all broadband carriors in Mew York the ability to
wstablish mowe sress of servive or enhenee tha s warrenl sorvioes, especinlly in (he cural
L



4

PAETEC

[N is the kind of project we can and should all support, as it goes far to bring the
availability of broadband to a vast amount of rural communities. It also helps drive
cconomic growth inside these commuritics, and offers the ability to enhance acrvices and

provide affordable broadband threughout New York,

Vice President, Vendor Relations



Telewuleraenarin ol

Erieging Techixala gy Fol Cita

Fridaw, J4lv 10, =003

Hil4
“£01 Cansiiion Awva., MW
Wasairgtan, L 20250

Denr Sirs;

|l ar writing ta exprass my T4l suepar far the Arerican Racovery anc e nvestment act Propasal Balag submiled by
G, e largest Wew vork staie foer optlz Dackbons neleark. -

ICH hzz used aosl iecnnical and equlpnaat companias and has investad in 2 koae anoont of nfrastrocte e s ardar b
davalcp the netwerk. This has hzlped supperd dhe lesel eswnony, retain and create obs, and devel o a2 mueh-1eaded
broadband infresrusture in 2:eas wheis hem is lill o no sarvoas aveilzbk’a, ION hzas sapponed our compsny end
aontinues to = appars us througk their cewn developmznt snd oreweh.

As w2 loak ar Brosdband Services in hew York State, tis apparent that 1OM is the principal cansar af reral Boocadband
traffe, and | believe that funher cevaiopmet of DN = Broadband Fiker Optic Metwark is imperative (o he enonomis
proapesity of tha State. Whh further developrnent of tie (OGN aeteork the regional can'er, uasl-govsrnmental, akd not
Ko oreflt commaniy noiworis suat as GBM Gannect, DANG (Dave apment &.thorty of g Morn Sountry), Sovtiern Tier
Eaat and Southem Tier Wees, will be ab2 to accompl @0 their Broadbard geployment [alMzbves, Furthar developmant of
LGN also glves 2l Broachand sasisrs in Kew Yo the ablity to agtebliah new gr enharee their curreat semvices,
gzpecally in the mral arsae.

[GH 5 tha kind of projec: we can a1d shauid all support as it gocs lar to oF ng 2 avallabillty af Brcacband to e vast

acatubit uf tarad communities. It slsa halps crve economiz growth ing'de these communities, and 0¥ers the ability to
exhance services and provide affardakle Brozdband -hicughooct Naw rark.

Sincerey,

/-

Titralhy Wi lla s
Pragident f CFO

HevhyiHmle- AT Uiplef Xugd=n
AL Al il 4 st ol Ch Arma—Llre-now Ll = Tomd-Wel s - 0o eckinsRaar
LEHIE AL it b MY i Aak=n - b Frmestn - SR AR Lnioed 4o
Prerre 3T MEMO0 - TS BTN 200 - Ry 2R 205 200 - LTI EERERETEE - ) PR SN2 HL Y

Tdramizniacid




! ﬂ ﬁm ER SFE N E 2 TH.HL ETREET » SUITE 303 » TROY, NEW YORK 1250
i E15-2727 018 8862401802 '

TELEFH [| NE I |} MPANY Fex s sare-cper 8660085750

Tuly 2, 2000

BTLA
1401 Constituticr. Ave., bW
Werhiniea:, TR 30234

Drear &irs,

Lain weiting v express y Wl seppor. G the Amernizan Heeowvary and Raitvestnent Al
Prepasal being submitted by IO, the fungesl Wew York state fiber opris Sackbane
netarol,

Ay relwil vorvive provider in boew Yook State wee e relving on 1O 1o huild ane

auvite the necessay inhasimueiore thar onr dasloess nesds now ard o e e, IO
aceices e with caml e Tevlive secess 1o cnbiy and comopate e the maXe o provide
arcachanet services throazhool vea] v 1o Mow Yok, [ beliove 1OM 38 an eseentia] part
of tae fonre of Broadband io tew Forle Sluie,

Bura® communirizs in Mew Yol lazs secesa w broudhand servizes and that [z making it
Zae] Jor Fandlies wod businesses w eompete and auccesd nothess vumdl ey oF Rew
Fork. TOM Fas s isiary of nentral partnering, “coopetition™, csipenaling with all carviers
and sompelilons, wad by proven itselfas a lozcer in this by establishing relslicosips
with all fepas of medwind providens (Calle T Cosmandze, BEEC:, WirslessCellular
providers, G, and privulepublic enitize auch as Dzvelopment Aatbacite of -
toortl Coets (DA, RN Conmes, Soulhern Ther West, a71d Sowthern [Per Fas )

The IGH netwerl: hos already bad 2 d2ep renehivu isapact on the cpstate Wew York
ceenomy, Las preven its solvensy and susmairahilizy, 2nd has had w diveot el oo
Broadband conncciivite and job creston o emral Mew Yark, [ s now dme by 3ot the
snhancanent of the O aetwork to closc the paps, provide fedher redocdensy sl
wittedebiliny, sl Jivel o s Honal noscrved and nndersesved areas ic “Jew Yol
Furlle deselepmr e ol TOM also giees all Breadband caveiers in boesw Yol the amilily &
eitablish mew vrews ol servive o0 eobonee i cwront savices, especizlly i the muel
aress,

KW Ta the Kind of projeet we can and heuld all suppor, 45 11 gocs far to Jrng the
availabilicy of Broadband to o vast secunl ol roral eemmonilies. Talss helps crive
economic persth iesides 1iese commuamtics, and o (Ters the abilily i sphanee saovices aod
provide affordable Broadband thronghowm Hew Yorc

Simeorely.




Mr. Joe Calzone
President & CQO

ION )

80 State Street, 7' Fioor
Albany, NY 12207

Dear Mr. Calzone:

The purpese of this corragpondence is to provide TON with a firm
schedule of ADVA Optical Networking’s {(ADVA's) ability to supply
Optical Transport products hased upon the following project
requirements:

47 FSP3000 Oplical Transporl Syslems equipped with &
single 2.5Gbit/s or 1t0Gbit/s channel

ADVA is capable of shipping all 42 systers within 4 to 6 weeks of
purchase order recelpt, previded that a forecast Is Issued by ION 4
weeks prior Lo placement of the purchase order.

IOM can count on ADVA nol only Lo deliver the above praducts in 2
timealy fashion, but also as a financially stahle, industry-praven, and
operationally capable partner. ADVA has Deen in business since
1994, is publicly tradad (XFTRA: ADV.DF) and had 2008 revenues
of $320M. As of year end 2008, ADVA ranked &1 In the
deployment of Intelligent Ethernet Access Devices and %4 in Metro
Optical Systems, with over 200 carrler and 10,000 enterprise
customers globally.

ADVA can pravide turnkey EF&] servicas, Including fiber
characterization, engineering, installation, syslem commissioning,
and project management to ensure a quality and timely netwark
deployment, and has extensive experience in this regard.

In addition, ADVA offers a variety of network planning and
managerment toals, as 'well as post-warranty support options to
ensure thal Lhe nelwoerk i mainlained over its lifelime.

ADVA looks forward to the opportunity to partner with ION to
ensure the successful completion of this project,

=~ A NDWVA

Ve mme W W
Optical Natwarkian

August 12, 2009
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tir. Joz Calzare
Prasidant & GO0

10N

30 Slale Street, 7' Fioo~
Alaany. NY 12207

Near Mr Galzone:

Ciwzy is smmeny pleased to be werking with ION with regard ¢ you: Broadband Sirrulus application. The surpoes o7
b5 ledber i o provide 10N with 8 fima saaediin of Ciraa's 2hilty 10 supsly opt cal equipmart tasod on the fillosing
arsyect requirsmenls

o 72 ONS- 5434 MSPPRIMSTE transpoct pla-foams. Euch systeiwill L capatie of aggregaung fran faral fociities
irclading DS1. D32, 8TS1, QL2, 5TIM, OC12, $TI4, OZ40. and STMB4 3lcn] with data zanacss, incuding
1iBase! . 1EUBas=T or Gigatit Eharast or ATH sericn via OCSc, OC126 ur OCABL lsifatie. 010 3 snage
aptizal benspar faritty via OC48, 0C43 CWDM 31d O 1% g interaces.

Giseo is zapable of shisping 1he required squipmert in a imely fashon '¢ supdot IGN'S propct goals. b addifizn i Ihe
Cisrn oA & =0 nffrer a braisd renge of 300AICNS 1D 88U & Suconsshd o,

Cleco Qptieal Solutions

The e fur 2 diency and profistiiny demands tha senios providecs Incesss senice wilosiy, density, vaiely, sid
capacily. The C<c Oplica potiolic of nateark snbdicns meets theza requiremsnts fram he meira edge. 1houph e
medra care, t the lory-lau neivark. &5 e next step o the evoiudion of IP1Oglica. nerwarking, Gisne's Optcal soludicns
28N provds

»  Gomplete paticol restorstive, Lapalegy, and enEmsson suppoct 4o raxirice 3eavis: walocty
0 Mallisevics calivery b MSXAMEZa SOrvoe dansry.

»  Edgu euppcrt 1or &7 opocal interfaces b3 madnize sarvise varety

»  Tranppor that i scalable and efdeal Lo mamize sauios capariy *arcoghaut e netwerk.

Cieio Lifscycle Suppor

Lison delives services uslng & IFacyde appreast thal car hela ION suuisesaluly mest s business coals.

The uricas & non Lifcovce Sevioss spproen o8t nas Tha renuiste ackyities ut eazh ohsse of tha nahwnrk Tferycle
ottarng 3 seracas Fameeard thet is independeat of 'Who pettorms the sewvice sdailivs—CiEud, pariers, Ir cusiamens
tienieshsa—and s1shling Talipe parties ta pravide e eappot n A ceardirated maneer. Based on neustry
bust praciiczs ard methodobpes, Gisco Liferypcke Services sligr service and supper activities aith you Lniqus DLs Ness
and tecknziogy requaenants [houghoat 1he nehwod ifacycls

Froject Management
Cieco can pravida 10N wth prajact managenenl SUEPErt *or &1 DIOREA-roiaind Aciviies,

Cisco Advitory Services

Cisco Advsny Services e Survisy Pieviders cen halp ION ceate new servives thal mest maket requenTents anc cun
he rspdly gapaysd. O sco bings alobsl sapedence and axparisa thar can he'p ICN sogad tlna-10-MBrkes &ne ereass
arofnsblity, whils sllzwing you ta facus ve L execalion of d2ivering hn new servics.

Sheuk wan tiave quesliong of neac futher sarfcanna, phasss el e 0 Sonlsct me ol 7032820411,

Mejnr Accnand Manager - US Sevice Prov dar
Clsco Systems, (.



Zito Med
1 a 611 Visde Hil Road, Couderspar!, PA 163215

Nexdogeneralion Intesnel, Daka, Yolee Nelioonks

August 13, 2009

NTIA
1401 Constitution Ave.. NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Sirs:

[ am writing o express my tull suppors tor the American Recovery and Reinvestmen: Act
Broadhand Propesal being snbmitted by [ON, the Jargest New York state fiber aptie backbhone
nelwark.

Zito Madia Communications, having the most extensive and expanding Optical fiber hackbone
in the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania believes that the intercimnection of our two major
networks would provide unprecedented rusal expansion and telecommunication capabilitics
throughout this massive Interstate region, In cencert with our own ARRA Broadband
applications (1) Northern Pennsylvania Open Access Network and (2) the Central
Pennsvlvania Fiber Ring 'raject. the combined backbones would provide rural New York and
Northern Pennsylvania with much needed nexe-gencration Broadband services for cross-border
husiness and institutional needs.

As g major serviee provider in Northern Pennsylvanin we are relying on TON 1o build and
provide the necessary inliastructure that many of owr northern businesses need new and in the
futnre. [ON pravides cost effective access to enter and compate in the market to provide
hroadound seevices threughout rural areas in New York, Thelieve ION is an essential part ol
the future of Broadbanc in New York State and tor those business in nosthern Pennsy lvania
that rely heavily on products and services in New York Stale.

ION has a mstory of neutral partnering, “coopertition™, cooperating with all carriers and
campetitors. and has proven itsell as a leader in this by estahlishing relationships with all types
of network providers (Cable TV Companies. RLEC™s, Wircless/Cellular providers. CLEC's,
and private/public entitics such as Development Authority of the North Country (DANC),
CBN Connecl. Southern Tier West, and Southern Tier Fast). Through our inlerconneclions,
both companics would be able to provide advanced competitive products and services for ous
customers. We are excited al this inlerconmection appariunity.

Sincerely.

Stave M Awernin
Vice President — Businass Devalopmeart
Z1o Madia Communizations. LLC
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The North-Ezstern Pennsy’vania Telephone Company

720 Ma'n Sereet, PO Rox D, Forest City, PA 18421
Phore: S7/0-183-1151
Fax:  $70-785-9269

Frrail: www.nepnet

August 7, 2009

NTIA
1401 Canstitution Ave., NI
Washingtan, DC 20230

Dear Sars;

I am writing to express my full susport for e American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
Proposal being submitted by IGN, the New Yark state fiber optic hac<bone network that
also reaenes inta North Easiern Pennsylvaniz,

The Rurzl Telephone Companies in Pennsylvanie fack aceess 1o competitively priced,
reduncant backhaol services, which TON will Telp rasolve. Ot ot pure need. and
developed on rural tndependent infrastructure, the concept of ION came to finition. As
you knoww. it has alweys bees ditlicult 1o make a susiness model wark for aroadbend
sezvices i the roral communities of Pennsyivania and New Yark, but eich and every
1ON partner company andd rural elephene company has done [t for over 10G vears. What
helter group to run a mostly ural statewice nber network then (e businesses that have
heen commitied to and doing business i rural communitics for their enfire business
lives? This rural telephone campany foundation s the strength of [ON, as we bring the
know-how 1o alfer preat customer serveee, reliable services, and un unparalleled
commibmert Ly serve these unique rural arews, [t ous ol Tove for our communities and o
lifelong pledge @ serve these roral arcas tha has allowed rural e aeis of Pennsylvania
andd New York to benehit from the ingeneiy, creativity, and groweh ot oar independent
rural phane companics.

1t 1s impartant to note that TON has a history of neutral partnering, “eoapelition™,
coaperating with all carriers and competitors, and has sroven “tsellas o “ender in this by
establishing reltionships with all types of network providers {Cable 7V Companics,
RIECs, Wireless Cellular providers, CLEC s, and private/public entities such as
Development Authority of the North Counlry (DANC), CBN Conneel, Southern Ties
West, and Southern Tier East).




As we look at Broadband Scrvices in Nerth Eastem Pennsylvania and New York State,
1ON has become or will become the principal carrier of rural Brozdband traffic, and we
believe that further deve opment of ION’s Broadband Fiber Optic Network ‘s imperative
1o the econom ¢ prosperily of the State and our communities. Wilh furher development
of the [ON network. the regional carrier, quasi-governmental, and not for profit
community nelworks such as CBN Connect, DANC (Davelopment Authority of the
North Country), Southern Tier Eas! and Southern Tier West, will e able to accomplisa
their Broadband deployment initiatives. Further development o TON also gives all
Broadbard carriers in Pennsy vania and New York the ability to establish new or enhance
their current services, especially in the rural areas.

The ION network has already had a deep reaching impact on the ural economy, has
proven its solveney and sustainability. and hos had a dircet impact on Broad>and
connectivity and job creation in runal Pamsylvanic and New York. It is now time to
support the enhancement of the ION network to close the gaps, provide further
redundancy and affordability, and develop additional unserved and underserved areas in
Pennsylvania and New York.

TON is the kind of project we can and skould all suppor. as it goes far to briag the
availability of Broadband to a vast amount of rural communities, It also helps drive
cconomic growth irside these communities, and offers the ability {o enhance services and
provide affordable Broacband throughout Pennsylvania and New York.

Sincerely,

o e e
5,4@01 I—{ /:11/1/(4
Steven D, Tousje
President

J



{rown Poini Telephone Covporation
2820 NYE Rie 9N, PO Box 275
Crovwn Podet, &Y 12028
Phrone (318) 5973300 Fax (ST8) 397-3000

Meonday, July 06, 2004

R11A
1401 Constontinn Ave., BT
Washimgten, Dl X0230

Bagar sirs,

Fam wriling 1o expreds my ull auppar [ The Arnerican Recovesy and Reinvestment Act
Fropiwal being submied by T The largess Maw York sate [Ther optic baskhone
reslwimfc.

The Burel Tolephone Conyranics m Wew Yook lacked acecss to comupetitively priecd,
redundanl backhuul semviess yntil TON was born, Oul of pure nesd, sod developed on
rutal indepesdent infrastrocmta, Lhe cooeept ol TON carne 0 froition. As 300 ko, it
has alwass bean difficnd to make a businass model work for broadband services in miral
Upstare tew York bur each and every WON parmmer company has done it for over 1(k)
vgars individually snd ovwer 1200 years combined, What befter proup fa rmn & mostly
Tural stadescde Bber network Ghen e bosingsses that. have hesn commmi gl 10 and dodng
banAineds im rumal cotmminitias e their entive busineds Tivea? Thid maeal 18] efhons
cornpany Thondarion is the steeapih of WM, 8 we bring the bnow-howe o offer preat
eustomer sorvies, 1eliable serviees, and an unparalleled commiment to serve these
noiqua nwad arcas, I is ont of Tove for the State and a lifclong piedee to seree thess noal
wecss that has allowed rursd Upstate Kow York to honefit fom the mgenuity, creativity,
anu wrornelh ol oo il ependend mir] phone compomess,

It is imypowmant By pote that [ON hag o Biatary al neclval parloesing, “coopecition™,
cooperadig with all cariers and enmpetitoes, and as proven fselfas a leader inthis by
cstablishing relaticnships with all types of network provders (Cable 1V Compahizs,
BLECs, WirclosafColliatar providors, CLBAC s, and privatc/public cmitics such a3
Thesvelopmisnt Authority of the North Country (DANC), CEW Commeel, Sontbemm Ticr
Wesl, snd Sowibemn Tier Eaul).

As e look at Thoadband Serdcea ine MNew York Stage, O hag became the prineipa
carrier af riral Beowdband traffic, and we believe thai forther developrent of 103
Broadherd Fiber Chprie Network iz Impesative to Lhe economie prosperity of the Stare.
With furthes developrnenr of the 1004 network, the ragiomat carrier, quasi-governmertsl,
and net for profir commmity networks such as CBM Conncet, DA (Teyelopomcnt
Authority af the Norll Coumiry), Sewthern Ticr Bast snd Southemn Tier West, will be ahle
0 acgomplish thar Brosadbsnd deployment mmtiatives. Further devslopment of ION also




sivey ail Brogdband sarriem In Mew Yark the sbilin to 2ztahlish new o enhance their
cormenl services, eapecially in che meal areas.

The TON network Tis afromly hud o desp resching impact on the upsiae MNew Yorle
coeminay, has prawven i sl venes and soatadnabilicy, and has had a dorect impact on
Browdbamd commeclivily ahd job ceeation horwnl New ¥orle I is now time to support the
enlancement af te 1M necaork o close the paps, provide farthor redwmdancy sk
atfordabilicy, and davelop additional wnscrved and underserved wreas o Mew Tork.

IO 13 the kind ol prifeet we can and shauld all sopport, as it goes e to bring the
weailghility of Bradberal o2 vast anonnt oF eal commnnites. It also helps drive
eanhomic genwih inide these commmnities, and offers the abilily fo enhemes suervives smd
provide aflisdable Broadband duonanmt Mew York,

Sinuersly,

S e

Shana Enapp-bacer
Prosislen
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Tlowesdaw, Yuly 09, 2004

HTEA
1R Comngianaam s, BOE
Woasdlrington, THE 20230

Lizar Sirs:

I a1 writing to cxpress rov full spport for the Antenesn Bevovory and Bomvestoont Act
Propeas. ey gl Hed b TOR, Che Doyt Mo Work glale fiber apbic ackbeons
nelwsarh, o

The Roral ‘Telephane Companias o Meer Yol lacked access to campetizively plead,
eedundan wackhanl services noril 10N wras born. Oor of price need and developed oo
riwal Bclependent infrestrucmure, the consent of LOM come to foition, As you kuow, it
his always been difficult -0 make a business noedel wouk for breadband services oo mural
Cimatare Meowr York, ot cach and cwery IOW parhier company has doae it for oves [O0
voars mdividually wed cover [200 yonms combired. What bethar group o @ moslys
rural slnewide Ther ngwark, Ihen the businessas i, weve ez cisrmnitled o and doine
business 0 sural carmmuanities far thas entice business Lives? "Thiz meal s2lsphooe
comgaly foundarian iz the stennta of W as we being the knoes-hew to offer oreat
custoer szrvice. reliable scrvices, and an unpacalleled coinonitment to scrve these
uniqua sl avess, I iz out of leve for the State and a lifelong pladge to serve these mnal
ercas that hes allowed noal Upstete BNew Yok to benefit fromy #he inpority, croativity,
grd prowch of our ‘ndependent rural phone smupanizs,

Il is inzpozisnl w note thid TOM lws o hostory of nooanl parloecing, “coepeibon™,
vonperaimy wilh £ carriers ard competiloes, amd Tas proven sel Das o Tosder o b by
exlib i shin relaliomaF s with all gepes of nelseck i ders (0aRle TV Cirnpanies,
RTEC s, WirelessdUelhear peoviddars, CLECTs, 2nd privarespblic entitas auch as
Desaloprnent Avmhoris of the Morth Coutey (DAMNC) CBN Conpzet, Southern Lier
Wesat, il Scutherr: [ler Basth,

Az look ar Broadband Scviess in Bew Yook Stage, IO00 has bocome the principsl
carior of roral Browdbend wallic, aod we belivve e Cover doeveloprass, of JON' s
Broadbeaul Fiba Ot eiwark 15 impaeri ve b Uhe copnomie prospanly of he Sk,
With further developrnenl of e TON nelsork, 10e regiana] canmier, uag-@rsarnen b,
unc sl [on e comnemmnitg networls such as O Connect, DATIC (Trevalnptneni
Autharity ofike Morth Couotrl, Southern 'Lier Liafl and Soutbern 'er West, wqll be ehle
o acectlish theie Broadband deployrent Initiatives. . Futhes desreloument o 100 wlso




pivas all Broadsand carviers in boevw ¥ orle the ability to 2stsalish new or cnhanee their
surrent services, ezpecially i1ths 1mral scas.

Thes 0N stk bea already Tad o deep reaching mepeel oo the upebate Maw Yok
sarhaimy, has proven its solvency and sustainability, and Fas bad a dirzet impact on
Buoachad conaacivity and job creation o nwal boew Yaork, 1t is now time to support the
sibanzemeant of the ION network to cless the paps, provide firther reduncarey and
aifondabil:ty, and dowclop addidenal wzavad md vidorsenved arces In Mo Yook,

IC 12 the kind of project wis gan snd should ail sugaoc, gs i zoes e 1o honyg the

availa by of Browdlumad os vastamound L rorad commeoamilice. TCalse Telps drwee
ez groeth ineide these oo nities, wod ol Tes fie abilice by endunce services anid
proveie arfanlabkla Teeadhand themaz ot Bew Yark.

Binzoe O, Bohussok
aeidcut
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Thurscay, July Lt 2000

B

MLlA
“401 Consttution Ave, W
Washingtoa, [0 20250

Drear Bims

1 s weriting to exprees oy Lol support fin tho Anodom Reeovery and Rafnsreaiment Act
Proposal being snbmited by TORL the Tl Bes Yaork siale Hhar aptic backbane
network,

The Rurel Telzphene Companies I b ew Yol lacked azcess to sompetifively pried,
radundant baclthaal serviccs wati] LN was bom, Oul ol punenesd, anl developed on
rraeal indepene ent infra ssmcture, the conespt o TON cmne 10 frnidan. A8 yom koo, it
lhas alwaws been diffoult. & muke a husin s maode] s [ broadband seevices in ot
Thaslede Mew Yook, bl each ard every JOM partner coonpany has done it for ey 104
wears individuaily 4o aver 1206 years combined. what busor graup by rum a mosily
izl starewide filor notwrork the the businesses that e haer coramitled Ls and drvog
husiness in mirsl compunifies fon- then entire busi-eas Tives? This mreal teleplone
company foundstion ig e soenpth of TOW, a8 & briag the know-how to offer great
ausbomm e servive, Teliakle sarvices, and an wnparalleiod committnent to sorve these
unique rnal areas. I is oot of love for the State and # lifslneg plecdis W serve hese torol
arens that has allowsd miral Tpatate Iew York to bene(il I the ingeonily, creativily,
and growth of eur independess nural plore compinizs.

T: 45 irpumtant be il hat 10M hes & ooy of oeotral patiering, “cecpotifion’™,
wocperaling with all ca-rizcs and compastitors, and hes proven itse’fas o leader inthis by
eatablishing relatianships with all types of nevwork provadens (Coble TV Coonpanies,
BLB{s, Wircless/C'ellular providers, CLEC s, and privoceswiblic ecidties such as
Developme Authondty o he Both Couniry (RANC ), CBN Cranect Southern Loy
Wgut, and Southom Tier Tast).

Anvee T al Breodband Services in ew Y ork State, T hes hoacme he prisepd
vermiet al e, Croadbond teaffie, and we believe shat firsher devalomanl ol TOM s
BovawThand Fiber Oplic Metwork i3 Imparative to the econemic progpenly of he Slale.
Wirl Friher develeprnent of the 10N nobwors, the remomal carmier, quesi-gaverosenl,
and not for profit conurunty netwerks such as CBN Curnseet, DANE (Devaloptment
Anthority of the tvorty Countsy), Seuthemn Tiee Basl end Boulhem Tier Wesd, will bealble
te accowmplish the’r Broadband depleyment mibatives. Turther develaprent of 10N alzo
gives all Broadban: carrizrs in Meow Yogk the abilily i eslablish cew e enheoce thel:
"current services, cspccisly in the nel e

Fhe Morgoretville Teleplione Company  “Your Convmunications Porfoer”
PO Box 260, 50 Swont Sreet, Morgorenalls, New Yok T2455  (R45) 82371 Fow (545} 5864050  mfofemslilnes




The 1M mistverirls has wlresdy ad aodesp vechicge impact G the opstate Nowr Fark
aconmny, had peoven e wplvenoy wnd sustginebalily, s bee el g dizecl mpast oo
Broadband connectivity cod joby creadons o cocal Mew Fodk Toia ooe Bimes 30 supparl. the
anhancement af the [OM cetwosls fa cloge the oms, provide Turher radundynay ynd
affordahilicy, and develep acfitoonal unsevved and underserved mreas in New Y.

TEFS i 1w kol of grojeot o can and shonld all support, az 1t poes far to briae the
avaibaility of Breadbrud to o wost soount of mova! sonvonnitics, 10 also kelps diive
euamommic prowth ingde These compuonibies. and offers the ability te slianoe serviecs aod
previde attordabla Beoadhand Meooghoud Rew ¥ark.,

Sircorcly,
#ﬁm
Gleo Ianlkoer

(Fenarsl Manaper
Maregarctvil lz Lelephane Co,
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MNTIA
1401 Cemstitution Ave, MW
Washinpton, 130 20230

Dcar Sima:

Tuly 8, 2HHM

| amn writng to cxpress my [l support o Le Auncriesn Recovery und
Teinvestment Act Froposa™ heing subsmied by 1O, the largest Mew Fork state fiber

optic baskbone nelwsrk.

The Kol Lelephons Crorapamies in New Yook lacked access to sompebitively
priced, reduadan: backhe) services until 10N was boen, Ot of pure need, and
developed on reral tudepencent infrastructore, the concept of IO cume Lo ruation. As
s ke, 1L s alwings been (if5izait 1o wale a buzingss madel work o hroadband
servives nrueal Lpstene ew Fork, but cash and every JOM pariner comprary has dene
for ooy T yoars individoglly sed over 1200 veires eorbined. Whar botocyr group 1o Rim
a mastly ruml sietesads fiba ielwerk (hen the bnsinesses that have been comunitked G
and doing business In rardl cocnnunities far their entire business lwes? This rursl
telephane cospany foandatioe is the strenpth of [0, as we bring ths knew-how i otfee
nreat castemct sarvice, reliable scrvises, and an unparalleled commitment ta serve these
umique rumal avzas, 1 esalol lavee Gor the See und a lilelonp pledse to sarve thesc tural
aress Thag hus alliseed rora] Dpsiale Wew York to benetit from the ingonmity, wroslivivy,
and growth of ow independent rural phone companies,

[t iz imporzant to note thes IO has 1 Blory of neulrul partnecing, "coapatitiol,
coaperating with all sarmiers and sompetibers, and has proven iself as a lsader in this by
extabliabing reTationships with 211 types of nessoel: providers (Cable TV Compenies.
RLBCTe, Wiksleas Cellnlar peoviders, CLECs, and privacapuablic entitics such s
Development Aatlecity of the orth Countey (DANC), CEIN Comect, Southem Tie:

Wwest, and Sourherm 1ier Easth.

Ao Took sl TinowThand Servives o Wew Yiork State, [N has hecame the
principal cutier al rerd] Rrzdbond i, and we believe that Juther developinenst of
1O s Broadhund Fher Oplic Mebwork 15 imperalive 1o the economic prosperity of the
States, Wil lirilaer developroent of the TOM newed, the regional carrier. quasi-
worvnunentdl, wd nal [ prolil commuonily napwoeks aach a3 CBN Connect, BANC
iDevelupment &uthorily ol the ™arth Coonosy), Seuthern [ier East and Sontherm Tier
Wear, will Be able to accamplish taeir Broadband deploymens initisdves. Furlher
develapmant of 1Ok also pives all Breadhand sanders in New Work the abilivy to
eatahlizh new or ehbesce taeir cmronr soevizes, vspovially i vhe Tural Heeses.

Bridgc Stroat « FO. Bex 201+ Meorpart, MY L134:6

212845 B112 « LBOD. 32606245 « FAX 515,845 8002

E-mail: infoi@ntcnsr.zom « aww. niznet.com
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Tl TN retweatk basg wlreudy hac wdeep reaching ieprct an the upstaks o
Work ecanarmy, has proven (3 solveney and sustainabifivy, and has bad a diveet impee! o
Broar band zonnest: ity aad job erasdon in muval Wewr Yook, Ttis now lime 0 sopport the
enhancsnent of fhe 10N nelwark 1 close the gaps, provice futher reduadaney aad
atforcabilicr, and develop additional vaserved and nndarserod arcas i s Tork.

BOM s thie kind of projset we can and shoukd al” suxxori, o3 it goss T W hring the
avarlabili by of Broadbensd 100 va st amoun ! of rued commurnities. Teelso helps deive
ooz grovll i de e connmuniliezs, ved ollecg e abilicy o enhinee scrviees and
provide arfordable B:oadband theouplont SNew ¥ ok

Sinceicly,
Harlew 3, Euppert
Prsgident




BusThak: TNcA. CoTies THE B W fAddeban Mew ok 12,22
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Mondsw, July {6, 2009

WTT4
1407 Camnstimation Adsee. WW
Washinptow, D 2023

Tiear Sira:

I mn waifing to express my 2nll suppect tor the Aracrican ecovory and Refnvestruent Act
Propowad henog sohmmiles | by TOM, the laress) Nowe York slals fber opfic backbone
rEC# ek

The Foral Telephons Companies in New Yok lecked access to competitively priced,
redundant baskhan. scrvicss untill TOM was born, Oot of pere nesd, and devalopad or
rurdl ‘méependdm. infinairucture, the coneops of BOM cames to fuidon, As von Imowr, it
has ahwsys been difficult é0 make 4 busingss medel work for broadband serrices 11 mral
Upstats Mew York, but sach kid every IO partuee comnpany has dons 13 for over 100
vy Ilvaduslly ari over 1200 vesms cormned, Whal beller wroup o tun o mostls
Tural #latewids Rher notwors tham Lae busineeses hal bave been commibed to sand doing
business it rursl comour des [ their enime brasinsss dves? Tlis rural lelsihone
carnprany laamdation dx ths strengch of TOW, wx we hring the knose-Fow Lo offe- gl
cuglnmer serviee, Telinble services, amd an unperallele] symmitmenl w serve Thaese
unique rural argas. T is aut of ove for the State and a lifelong pledes to gerve These rural
arens that Laz ailowed mral Lpstate New Y ork to benetit from the ingeanity, creativity,
and prowth of our sndopendont -ural phone companics.

TL 1% immpaorlant w neete Chat TOM hay 4 hislory of neylral pacinering, “coopetition”,
ceiperaling with all carriers wnd cinmpetitors, ansd bas proven lesllus o Tesder in éhis by
eatablishiog celaticnchips withy all copes ol network: prvdders (Cehle TV Clurnpamios,
BB s, WikelesaiOalnlar providaee, 21 ECTs, and privoespublic arites such ua
Development Authotny of tha Marth Coonmsy (AN, CBX Connzct, Soutern Tier
vast, and Southem ‘1ier basth,

Az wr look at Broadband Scevices nn Mew York Stale, IO has beeome the prinecipal
camier of sl Broadband traffie. aad we beliews that further dewclopanent of 10 s
Broadband Fibor Optic Moterork is imporative to the coonomic prospority of the Srato.,
With finrther devez_ cpment of the 10N notwor, the reglonal cammsr, quasi-govanroonial,
and no- for profit conmmunity hetweorks such a2 CBY Connscf, DA (Trevelopment
Antheaity of <hs Monh Cavnlry], Soelhermn Tier Fasl and] Southern Tier Wesl, will be able
to agcomplish their Broadband deplovmemt intlatives, Further development of IO slao




e all Broadbarc castisss o New ol the ability to establish new or enlmce their
current services, especially in the miral arcas.

The LN neterork hos already had o deep redehing imysael an the upstate WNewe Yok
SoonoImy, hes proven its solvency amsd sustainabilily, and has had a direct fnlpaul 1M
Broalbund vonr eetivily end jeby creation i meal Nesw Voeds 1t s now titme o support the
snhancerment of the TN getwoel: 1o cloze the gaps, peovide forber redindanesy and
affordability, and develep additional wnserved and 1ndzrserved zveas i bew Yook,

0™ is the Hud of projost we can and shonld all aupport, 8a o mocs i 6o bring the
avatlability of Broadsemd fo o vast suaorng o rureE cotamunitizs, Tt alse helps dive
sormnrmic gresth ingde 1hess camnanitien, amd ofTes: the alility 10 enhiabos serdces: aml
aravide allondoble Broadbond thaoughent Mew York. :

Sincerely,
- 1 :
f;;',-;g,p_l.irui:gp__ & Absize.
. -')'
Marjoric K. Becker

Iresicent snd Gonerdl Mdanm e
The biddlebursh Tclw']:l]:t_un: Compamy




»ARMSTRONG

5 A ¥ H ELL O T H E FUTWURE

Wacnescay, July 08, 2000

T
1401 Conartimian A, W
Washingto, DC 20250

Drear Sirs;

I am wrinng to spress my 1 sioners for the Amestican Resvvery andl Welrvestment Aot
Proposs? beiny subnsiglas by TOW, the furpesl Dlew Yors state f.hl:l‘ aptic backbere
nel sk,

The Rural Letephone Companics nMow York locks] secess b eurnpetitlively priced
redundaes aazkhanl servdees il JOW was err. Oulof pore ceed and developed on
mral ‘ndepordert nfrestrnebora, vhe coneept of 10O came to fimitian, As oo koow, 5
has alas ¥ e iTRentt o malee & asiness model work for broadband serviess in razal
Toasiagte e Yorl, ot sach and every LON pamner ecrgany has done 16 Ter gver |00
seers individually ard cer 1200 years aombined, What batfer group L run unaostly
roal statesride toer nemwock then the Tasinezses tha have heer ceecninded mand 2oing
buaiiesa in nual cemmepitics for fhelr criirs busivess et s roral telephans

o 2any fonecladion 13 the stemgth of TOM, as we brivg the cnowehes to afSar 27est
mistomer aervice, T2 inhls services, end o tisarsllzled coirraiteent to sorve Shese
unigue raal s, i aut of love tor the State and a lifelene pledge fo seres theys vanl
grea Chal s alliswed cocal L patate Mew York to benefit from the ingsnuity, creativite,
erd provswth of aur indepandess tozal phens compaoZes,

it is tportasr 12 no'e fhal TO™ has & hisiory ol aentral partrering, “cooperiton”,
pocparating with all seriae end conspetizirs, and haz proven iteslf as a leader in this by
catablishing relalionships wth al tepes of nerweed: provicers [Ceble TV Compamizs,
BB, WirdleisZellalae peeviders, CLECs, and priveccipulblic entiifey w.oh as
Development Aathankty of Tie Mo Coanay (TANC), CBH Copnect, Seathere Tiz-
Wesk and Saachern Ther Eastl,

—rmaTE, FLriiTne e

AMMETIONG TELEFPHONE COMPANY
135 FRONT STREET = ADDISOR. WY 14300
GIT-209-220 | » =AR ATEERPFR
armstrongtclephanc.com




£ e Tnak gl Beowdand Seevices in Few Forh Stele, TOM has beeoone the principal
carfer ol sl dreedhand lrallic, and we believe tha farther developmenr of LOK s
Lvaclaand iner Cmie Metivark is i paestive 1 the ceororie proaactivy of the Srate,

e it finther devzlopracnt af the 127 nomwocls, vac rogionsl carder, oomsi-goveameantal,
and not oy poofit eornondty nehsorcs sush sz CBY Corereel, T2k Meyel oz
Authorly ol the Movh Comired, Soncherr Tier Ty arc Sowlen Tie West, w1l be able
a2 aaporalish Dedr Arondaand dep opmec, mitaive:, Further develapreat o8 1O 2280
gives all Troechand carmiers ic ™ew York the ahility o est=blish 2ew rr sobance thelr
CUHEN: services, especially in the mual arezs,

The W0 netwearls las alveady bad & coep reachicg impact on the pats Mow Yok
COOTOTLY, DAS proval it solvency and sustainzbilily, and has hadl & diree! imnecl an
Drosulbacd wonnsciivily acd job ersulion i ocumd Mew Fuzc Tiis mow Line e soppoct e
e meetrend el e TOW =eteik te close tha gaps, peesdde further echarclancy acc -
alTordabiliy, and develos additional veeseve. and wiclzeserved areas in Mew Yol

[0 iz the ind ef projoss we can &ad showd all suppaer, w2 10 wass Gir Lo Orny the
availamlity of Broadhand o oaovasl amowml, of vara] commoniies, 10 2lso helps deive
poonrmis grovedh Tngids these coramuomitiss, and @D e abilits o enhance tarvices and
provide wlTusdeble Threchad throwphout Mess Vorl:

Sircerely,
- % Pveskd

Clemere] Womugsr



CHAZYWESTPORT

SOYMIHICATIGHS

Momadary, Tuly Q& 20049

HNllA
1462 Constiturion Ave., 0w
Weaslapter, DHC 20230

Daar Kirs;

I =i witing v caqoeas nay full saaaot for the Anserican Bocovery and Boinvastoent Act
Proposal being subimitbel by TOR, the “argest Mew York stale Rher ople backhone

THELWAI T

‘Thz Mnral Telesanie Cempanies i Sew ¥ oel lacked acoesz to competitively priced,
rodundant backhan] sorviess notild IO was bozn, Out of s noed, aud devcloped cu
rur] nulepsncenl tlmslrucioes, [Le concspl ol IO comu o Tuilion Ag veu koo, 11
hay ylwerys heen o Trenll G make abusinegy nodel wark, far browdbund services 11 mral
Lpslele Mew Yoark, bul zach and evers 10N periner company Bas dione 11 1o gver 100
vears Individually and orrer 120K} vears corryingd. What Bemer group tn rok e mastly
mual suatewide fikar netsork then the buzinesses that have Sean ceminited 7o and doing
busirzes in mral comomanitics for thefe cmtirs n:siness lives? This mral telephone
company fuacdation is the sremgth g0 7O, o5 v i the knoss=howe fo o BB grost
curloer service, Tehuble sendces, und an oparadleled comm-timent b sorve thase
waigue coeal areas. 10 oot ol lowve P the Bae and 2 Tilsking pledps b serve isse rual
areas that hees alowed noral Lopatate boew Yol to benedic from the ingenpity, creativice,

ﬂ]:u_d aroath of aur itdspendant mral plone companizs.

T3 imaortant w nate that TOM has a brslory vonzby] pasnern, ©

Loaqeliion”,

coopaalmnig wilh wll carmers und srmpetiion, un:l bz, prassen el a3y @ feader in this by

estallishing relatinnships with all fopses- at etk I‘I‘I’)Hflﬁl‘w (Calla T Eoit ‘npﬁruw:_._
RLEC s, Wikeless/ L:‘-JIuln.l,.l-n'n::ﬁm::l-= g, L L%, and privote/publiz encivies sach as
Dexfarpmmt Avthowitd “of tli: Meth Ln:-unm rD“LI\LJ CBL Connzet, Soutes s

W ost, @l Scuuylc"n Tier Bsst).

wowtw.chazyandwanipnrnocom

2 Champaln awa,

ARG B 24D

Wieztport. Kew vark 12952
Tel 5152323217

Tel. Fraz 1.335. 2055210
Faxi S1G.2E2.43 1 .

CiTapLli ICC - 305




Agwe look at Beoedband Senaces in e Tork Swate, OB hes becams the principal
serrier of raral Broadband 1raniis, and we believe that uther develsprent o LM ‘5
Broadhand Frher Optie Metwork = imperativa to the cconomic presperity of the Stare,
With urther develepmasmt oF the IO neteerk. D regienal carmier, quasi-govemnerms],
“amel A or pepAL o mramily netwurks such s RN Coneesd, TIANG (Mevelapmemt
Autheriy ol e North Counlbry), Soutiern Tier Bast and Southem Tier West, will be able
to accotiplish their Brazc Hunﬂ'd&p]mm&nt iitiatives. Torher developrrent ol TOMN alas
b gives A ljjmadband L,EL"HET% iy Mew’ York the ability to establish cew or enhance their
l:un -4,1: 3""31@“ c=p l:-mlJv the ‘mral 51-.;13 v

sk Ty : ! G Ten ety 1 II.]1'|:IdR‘T, o the vpstats Mew York
L ..,J.m-.mﬁ_,v._ T_ s P enil gosemey Amd:siftndbiling amd hus had w direet ingast on
Rroadband connectivity il jub ceation in rurs] Kew Fork, T is now Gme o support Qe
erhancemant of the T retentls I clnse the paps, proavide forher redundaney and
afiordability, arid detalap addtional nnserved and tncerserved areac in Mew Yark,

TR 25 chies Lird el prois
availability of Tovachar i I i
eceuomic crowth inside thess” l:-:umnu.nu..s -fid: atlers rth &l |:!II||t‘. h:u .Enlmru.:# qerw.-.‘.-t. and
provide affordable Broadband tl".rn:vup,hc-ut Méwr hnk S : :

Jireemgy,

f_mes]mtler [ '

Chazy & Wespom lelephore Corp.

R A T e e mim et e —————— e+
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Famlly OF SFRyICES 34 Mmin =trest, P Box 32

Prattsburgh, MY 14372

Pz OUT-922-3742
f: LLF-327-4228

Ticsdag, Ry 07, 2004

MTlA
13071 Clonstiticd Ave, W
Washington, DL 20230

Dear &irs:

1 s wiiling £o express ooy full support for the Arneruan Recovery and Remvestioeal Acl
Proposil beinp submiteed by TOMN, e lavgest Now Vork glale tiber ¢ptic backhome
Teetmrork

The Boral Telephane Corpanics it Mew York lacked access to competitively priced,
vedundiatt backhayl samvices omtil TOY was born Ot of pere need, end deweloped on
nmyl independent infrastructure, the conccpt of IO & Lo Fuaition. As vou koo, it
haw wlways becn difficult o neke a business medel work for teoadband services i rural
Upstawo New York, tnt each and ceery TON pralner coumpaday bas done it Jiest vy 120
years individually und over 1200 yoars pinnbired. What better group to nun a mostly
izl statewice fiber netwsork then The businesscs that have baen oovmnitted to and doing
buscress it vl communities fur thedr eatire business lives? This vl elephone
eerrpany foendation is the sirengeh of FON, us we britg the kuow-haer to offer great
customer sarvics, rebakle gevvices, and an unparalleled commitment to asrve these
Lmique reral #rens. T is ot of love for the Stale and a lifidfong pledge Lo serve hese ruzal
arnas {hat haa allowed roval Upstate Meow Yook po benefit fron the mgenuily, crentivity,
and growlk of o independent surn! phone sompanics,

IL#s imypcetant to nete that TOM has 2 history of neutral mminetiag, “coopetition”,
cispreraiing with ali carista end competitors. and bes pruves itself as a leader in this by
establishing relativmelipa with all types of nevwork providars {Cable TV Corpaendes,
RLECs, Wireleps Cellulsr providers, CLEC s, and gorivate’public cotrics such o3
Digveloprment Authority of the Worth Country (CANC), CBX Commeet, Soulbiern Tie
West, aud Southern Tier Hast),

-mzire lelephdne Lorp. - Empdng Dean Distaice + Coipire Acotss = empirs ¥iece = Plaoaned Alerl e,
Ly e byl (ke o D A TR T TEM YT



Aswe Yook at Heeackand Serviees in Mewr York State, 10 has becotne the principal
carricr of ural Broadbend traffic, and wo belicve thar further develapiment of 10
TBrogdbhand Fiber Opie Mebwork 35 moperaive 1 the ceonomis prospenity of the Svatc.
W fueriler develannenl ol the TN network, the repon gl camien, quagi-govermental,
and not for profft somnunity netwrerks gaci ar CBN Comieet, DANC {Developmest
Aapthority of the Worth Comntry). Southern Tisr East and Sonthern Tier West, will be able
161 aeeitpligh thet Broadbund deployment mitiatives. Fuorther devecloprocrt of [0 also
grved all Troadbmd careien & New Tork the ghilitr o establizh new or cuhance their
et services, caprcially in the mrel areas.

The 10N network has adready had g deep reaching ivazact on the npstate Kew Yark
ecomomy, Wes proveen ts aolvercy and guslainabiity, smd hug had 8 diremt fapact on
EBroadband coonectivity and job creation o noal New Yool 102 tgny e [ suppuorl (e
enhanecrent of the 10N network to closethe paps, provide finber redundancy el

affirdablity, ard develop addibunal vnserved and wnderserved ancas In Bew York,

TON is the kimd of project we ean and shon'd all seppost, ea it goes far v bingg the
availahility av Draadhand ks o vast wmount. ol turs: sommmnitics. It alsa helps drive
eccnomic frow it imide these epnmnumities, wnd ofies the ability to cohancs scrvices and
pruvide alfordable Broadband thronghow New Yok

Sineerely, e

- e I:
Brian Keichiun
¥ i President



CDFT
WHTIDNE

I 1A
140] Cersti*ntion Ave, MW
Waghington, L 202350

Nemr Shvs:

Tam wnting ke eepasg vy fall support e e Amenioms Boeswory snd Reineesiment Act
Cropesal being aboodiled o T, the lacgest Mow York sbale Sbes optic beckbous
sk

Thz Fural Telendione Cocapanies i1 Wew York lackss acess to eonspelivively priced,
reduncant beekhan] seovices URET TOAN wous k. Out of pure nesd, and A=ecloped on
ozl inilepengent wTsstrucmng, the soncepl el TOW come 2 Juddan. As o kmon, I
T lwans been diZoul to make @ Tosi - ess waodel work for hroadhand seecces ool
TTpsice Wesas ' are, bt cact and every TOW narlner company 543 done il i ever 100
e indvitue Tyemd ovar 2000 veacs conbiced. When boetter groae 2o can g ey
el slatzwide liber nelwork i he busivesses that have been commitied to and dotog
businozs inmmal comuraaities e their entive aasiness lives? This carad belephons
company foundation is the strenzh o 10N, a2 wre ldng e kaiows-Yowe 1o offer grear
cuslimner remyee, reiable servicos, end an unparalleled commimein to serve thees
wrigue tare: arzas. o oot of Jove Zortle Bate and o Sisloe g piodgs te serve these runa
areas thal has 2lowed vurud Tonstate Mew Yark to beaedil Fom e isemi’hy, creat’viy,
and growra of onr Jadependent rerad pheme com e s,

"t imppertant to nete that JOM Las a hishoy cfneates] pactacsing, “wwpatitan®,
saperating with 3. carriers £2d compedion, wd hag woven ieetas a lzeder i tois by
caZahlishicg celationzhips with &1 e of wetwark provides (Cehle TV Compunics,
BLTC s, Wircicas/Collulas proy ders, OTRMs vl pivatedpublic sntities such s
Lrzvlopmert Antherity of the Boch Commtmy (TAR, CBN Cannecl, 3:neem, Tier
War, and Southermn lics Eaz).

As v looy ot Brozdoand Sarvices in Wew Yk Sluze, TON Lag sccome the princips”
carsr o mirsl Broadbaadd aafiic, and we lelieve thy) “urther development of TOM 3
Browdhund Fiber Cpie Mervorl @2 oonpesative W e coenemis ros periny of te Sae
With further develapoant of the JOB netwark, the reidanz) canter, goazg-zoveromestal,

Dlanziik, & Fre J4-i= Te eaha e G0 Treer i 890 o B Oy oL amamy, Inn e 1k ang Lsanm e o=, Frerbeiee = 13- Sroirtiy= -1 cdactone s b s ess Sohsaet iy
A0 [errple baeske 'Cibox 204 H42 Fgvanra BeenLe
Frazlonza. WY 14064 veiansTioorn nuniceiicrscem Jerrastorn, v 1€
103301 1-477-653-3 &) Flo <53-0a00




OnEINA COUNTY BURAL TELEFHONE 0O,

='~'—%\ LoT. 1805
——a T — — T
- gy =
Gl WA STRECT TEL [1:) A55-5211
HIALLAMD FATEM -, ml¥ | 3954 Fax (315 S56-621 |

|

Eedday, July [0, 2002

MTA
1200 Constimion Ave W
Washinrton, T 20250

[

I 1. wesiling w expeess my full suppant Zo0 the Amesicou Booovery ond Relmvestinen Acl
Frapasal being submuned b B0 the Laves Wewe ok stais Bher eplic buckhons
neteork,

10 b e ol sunstrustion sompanies aed has nvested o a sugs aoure of
inlvessbrustcs and technical compaoncots to develon their nowands Tl s bag Selped
suppor the local esenomyy. Teiain gl ereae jobe, and deeelop o mech-aeeded Ticadean’
infrastrucmmrs inarces whors Cwere ie 10 e o mo gervices gveileilz 100 Toms supportacl
ax canpesy and socheanes ke support us hroegh el e cevelogeenl and provath.

Ak v Joole si Begs chand Bevices in leswe Yol State 17 15 appacset Tat [0 is the
Famepal corrier o] Proadlsend wanTic, and [ el tiat toether develoamest of
[RSTs roacdbaned iker Chptic Metwrark 13 miperative to fae sconemic progpenity o1l
siate, With torcher cevelzpment of the I0W nebaeock, 12 regiomal warrier guasi-
COVErnMentsl, oo wer Tar prodl commny pecwecivs secl s T Conecl, AR
(Crerveloprasnt Aaraorile e e el Countryd, Soathen Vise Last and Sontlern Lier
West, will be able by acoomplsh their oadbacd depleyment iniimives. Forther
leserlepmmie? ol TOM a'sm 5 ves all Teasdband eoccizes in Mew ¥ ock the obility w

e luhlish uee oo el ooee 1eir surraen sacvices, especiali in the el sveas,

10 25 7he kind of aroject wo ean and shoald i supporl s il goes Bl e
availability of Broodsend 0 8 vesl amovnd af vl eomnmnostdos, THudao Telps drive
gcamamiic prowth inside tese coaminsusSiiis, and el Te albilivg @ solaoes serces and
avgeicle afferdalls Brogdlad oo Wew Yool

Fipenl

2y
Themas 1 kdlis
Viea l'rezidant
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gwﬁ WAITSZIELD
TELECOM

CHAMPLAI™ wALLEY

Azl T, 204

WTLA

Broadband Teemolagy Opparimitizs Program
sHIL Constrtution Ave, HW

Wieshingie-, TI0 20230

l'e whoay it may cancern; .
I am wTting to cxpoess my suppor fof e Amedcsn Fovovery aod Beiavesinienl Acl
Proposel bing saonilied by TOM, the lurgesl Wew Yorz Swle Gher oplic bockhone

nelasitk.

134 has helped setvice providers o open and exoane aroadbed services through Mow
Yook State, Fonnsvivande and Voonoot, IO bas lovested sreatly in s whresmymung o
arder o develip dls nebaors remoss The peography. This hes helpad suppen e Taeal
suLm Ly, Telin and credat ook, and cevelop 2 nneh-needed broadband ictrasticnre in
argas whese el Iz e o ne services availzble, MO has suppertsd owe company sod
coutinaes 1o support 18 throueh their awm deveoocaent sed growdls,

T e o arinedpal carrier of rwe] TBroadband tallie, and 7 belizve Al exgansion of
I00T: Broadband Fiker Optle Merworls Is neesssary [ kelping to faster sconcitic
progperity in e styes of New Vosk, Pennayivaniz and Verwent.  With fother
devclopirent of the SOM nersork, tho tegiomal esmmior, quessi-govamnz=anel, snd no or
profit eonrmmity nebgorkd such ps CRR Correot, AN (Tevelopmenl duton of he
Mot Cramley], Soulhern Tier Tasl and Sochern Ties Wesl, wall e whle 19 acecmalish
thei: Treadherd deployment initistives.  Twther develoament of Kk also pives &1
Bzoacoand cactlers the chility o sstablish rew oo eabance thel: cwreesrt sesvicas,
execially in the rwal arges. Thiz ic especially tme for Watt=ficd snd Chamolain Vallesr
Tatecom g5 LOM expands its scrvizes 1o VYermont.

[ i= the kid of project we can and showld all suppoat, s 1 poes far w bnng vhe
avalakilibe of Brodchand e a v samocnn of sumal commmuonties, Tozl4o helns crive
coonamis goowly imade thess sommuniges, aod olloes e chilive ke enhanes services and
proncde nllomdable Trowdhaud Teor proud e erdomse TON s sl o,

Einverely,
X e 7 o
. —= ’]<,-<£—ﬁ\ RO, Oox ¥
Ruger Mishi WAl A iR 1y VT HORT O5GTA-D00S
Wice-Presicess, Industry Helations “PEILSPIFGHE 203 445-0321

s |-S0.SE6-2331

FAK BOA-492 TSA0




Communications

Public Safety Building

172 Co Highway 33W
Cooperstown, New York 13326
Phone: (607) 547-5351

Fax: (GOT) 547-T529

August 10, 2009

Jim Becker

Independent Operators Network
B0 State Street

Suite 700

Albany, New York 12207

Dear Jim,

Having the opportunity to attend your presentation in Binghamton a few months ago I
understand your project and suppert your application for your grant to provide access to
unserved and underserved areas through many of the counties in upstate New York
mcluding throngh Otsego County. Every day we see an increased need for access to high
speed reliable broadband at an affordable and reasenable cost.

Otsego County iz also applying for stinmlus funding to provide access to un-served and
underserved areas of the county where your build may not cover. Our project could close
gaps and provide a backfill to a proposed new Public Safety Communications system and
provide a network for inferoperable commumications.

T am excited about the large fiber network you have already and this tremendous potential
for what this build could accomplish for New York state especially where economic
growth and educational opportunities are concermed.

Together our efforts could provide services to many mral locations.

IfI can be of any further assistance please contact me at 607-347-7330.

Sincerely,

Foy Althiser Jr.
Otsego County E-211 Coordimator
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KIRSTEN E. GILL IBRAND
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Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTOK, OC 205103205

Angust 6, 2009

The IHonorable Tom Vilsack
Secretary

TS, Department o’ Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenoe, S.W.
Wushingtou, D.C. 20250

Dear Honorahle Yilsack:

[ write in support of 10N Holdeo 1T.07s application lor funding wssistance lrom
the United States Deparfment of Agricultuce ‘hrough the Rural Utilities Scivice's
brodhand funding program. These funds will g towids TON's ongainy project 1o
iestall broadbund infrastructure tly oughiul reral enmmunities in New York,

Tov many rural communities in New York still lack access (o broadband services.
making it difficult tor lamilics and businesses 1e compele and succeed in an econony
dependent on high-speed telccommunications. TON has a siron © track record ol
partnering and cooperating wilh carriens and com patitors by establishing relationships
wilh network providers, such as cable IV companies und wircless‘cellulur providars, in
ander tn deploy broadbund infrastructuee in underses vid arvas.

TON has become the principal carrier of rural hroadband traffic in much of
Upstate Now York, and further development uf JONs hroadbarxd Iiber aplic network will
connect additional communitics that currently Jak access o high-spred services With
furiher development of the 1ON netwark, reginnal carriess, non-prolil comununi ty
nelworks such as CIN Connecl, the Devel opment Authority of the North Country,
Southem Tier East and Southern Tier West. will be able to combin eorls in close the
gaps in the Stale's broudhand network, Further develepment of TON also gives all
Rraadband earriers in New Vark the abili¢ ¥ W eslablish new serviees and improve their
vurment serviecs, especially in the rural ancas.

Task that you please gmive Lhis applicalion ¥eur full consideration  1f you have any
questions. ar desire further infermatior. please do not hesitate to contact my stall”
member Jen Cardinal ar (202) 224-4451

Sincerely vours,

Forwtr £ Loctibneol

Kirster, £ Gillibrand
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Letters of Support

Letter of support Southern Tier East Planning and Development Board..............cc.cccovevenene. 5
Letter of support Southern Tier West Planning and Development Board..............c.ccccceovenene. 6
Letter of support Southern Tier Central Planning and Development Board ..............ccccc...... 7
Letter of support Development Authority of the North Country...........ccccocevviieiieinere e, 8
Letter of SUPPOIt CBIN CONMNECT.........ciiiiieiiieiie e bbb 9
Letter of support New York State Department of COrrections...........ccocvevvvienieniesieniveneenn 10

Letter of support New York State Office of Mental Health.............cccooovveiiiiniiiii e 11



e Southern Tier East Regional Planning Development Board

375 Stete Stroet « Binghanmtan, MY 133400 = Phane; (607) 724-7227
Fair {0 7] 7241 18 + E-mail. ste ey om WML org

Rohert Aupsistecn, Bicertor  Mckard T MoConmick, Papey Bimsta;

Angust 3 2000

Jirm Aackor .
Ind=pandarm Qoerawrs Meiwork
30 State Sroot
Suitz TOD
Adhany, WY 15807

SURIETT- SLIPPOR™ OF AREA APPLICATION
Chear Jimm,

| ar: plaased 1w in strang 510256 of te applisation of the indopendant Optica; Metwork SN for
{unding undzr the ARRA sfirmuls bl -

For the past twe docades. 55 an Appalachian Looal Dreweispren? Detizt, we bavs promoted ang fndsd
Frejects wiith Aavs: promoted egovemman: trough cooediration of traring of county 17 persaansl
inwelved 2-911 emergency servisss coordiratars: gndrwiten e gxlans on of telemadicins to provide
Semvices 19 Taial arees; and subparted the educationa) sectsr through distance learring projects. Recenty
Wi Completed sUr 2000 updste b our 2 el eissam municaions Dier.
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Southern Tier West

Regional Planning & Development Board
James Cooper, Chairman
Donald B. Rychnewski, Executive Director

August 6, 2009

Joe Calzone

ION i

B0 State Street, Tth Floor,
Albany, NY 12207

Dear Mr. Calzone:

As a regional planning board lecated in the southem tier of New York State we have
continuingly looked a means to provide increased bandwidth at an affordable price to the entities
acToss our service area. After discussions with representatives of ION Corporation I fully
support a project that would provide additional fiber infrastructure between Falconer and
Whitesville, NY. As Iunderstand this project it would provide not only redundancy for our
region of Chautanegua, Cattaraugus and Allegany Counties but it will alse provide an alternative
to the current broadband providers.

This project will provide a means for our areas business not only to remain in southwestern New
York but also to expand their capabilities. This project addresses our need for redundaney, at an
affordable cost, that our businesses require to move forward with new projects and new
mvestments.

We view this as a necessary project not only for our business but also for global competitiveness
of the compamies within this region. This fiber build will remove a barrier that has affected this
regions ability to compete on a level playing field with other parts of the country. We feel that
the creation of this redundant network within the southem tier west region will directly and
mmediately benefit educational mstitutions, healtheare systems, private and public entities as
well as the residents with greater services being available to them.

We fully support this very important project, which will provide enhanced broadband
connectivity across rural New York State.

Sincerely,

Donald F. Rychnowski
Executive Director



8 Denison Parkwray East
Suite 310
Cormng, NY 14830

Southern Tier Central
Regional Planning &
Development Board

Tel: 607/962-50402

Fax- 607/962-3400
www.steplanning org
E-manl: stompdbfiaturaz.com
Mareia I, Weber

Exacutrve Director

August 6, 2009

Broadband Initiatives Program

Rural Utilities Service

1.5, Depanment of Agriculture

1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Stop 1599
Washington, DC 20250

To the Review Committee:

Southern Tier Central Regional Planning and Development Board {STC) is strongly supportive
of the IOMN application for funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

STC has been working since the 1980s to increase broadband service to our three counties of
Chemung, Schuyler, and Steuben. In 2006, we completed a regional telecommunications
study that outlined our telecommunications assets, gaps, and needs. This study has been
updated over the past few maonths.

Through focus groups and other discussions, we have determined that our businesses,
including agri-business, technology firms, and health care, are unable to develop fully because
of the lack of hroadband senvices as well as redundancy and diversity. The businesses could
be expanded to provide more income and jobs (which are desperately needed in Upstate NY)
if they had better access to these services. We are also in danger of losing existing
husinesses and being unable to attract new husiness with access that is insufficient for their
needs.

Our education system has made tremendous progress in distance leamning hut requires
increased broadband services to fully implement their plans and to reach the rural schools.
Our libraries cannot now access the affordable high speed bandwidth that will bring needed
training, government services, and knowledge to our rural region.

Local governments are frying to provide adeguate services and contain costs, and they need
increased bandwidth to do so. We have worked closely with their |T departments and their
emengency senices departiments to determine their needs and possible solutions, and they,
too, must develop increased bandwidth.

T0% of our [and area, the area outside of the major population areas, is not covered by either
cable or DSL. The population living in that area is understandably frustrated by not having

Serving Chemung, Schuyler and Steuben Counties
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Saturday, August 08, 2000

Rural Utility Service
Thomas P Jensen

USDA Bural Development
New England Region

Dear Mr. Jensen:

I am writing to express support for the Amenican Becovery and Bemvestment Act Proposal being
submitted by 10N, a New York state fiber optic backbone network. My company is alse a RUS
BIF applicant, and we lock forward to coordinating services with ION to share carrier traffic and
provide redundancy.

ION has helped service providers to open and expand broadband services in many areas of New
York State. IO has mvested greatly in its mfrastructure in order to develop their network. This
has helped support the local economies, retam and create jobs, and develop a nmch-needed
broadband infrastructure in areas where there is little or no service available. ION has supported
our company and we look forward to working with them to see mutual development and growth
of our networks.

ION, like CBN Comnect, 15 the kind of project we can and should all support, as it goes far to
bring the availability of broadband to a vast mumber of mural communities, and helps drive
economic growth mside these conmmumities by enhancmg services and making broadband more
affordable.

Sincerely,

J;{i‘{lﬂ-l.h_n,’i et f;"{)m,l_hﬂ__.
Howard Lowe
President

|94 L5 OVAL PLATTSEURGH. MY 12901 | P-E[B.E5&4.2214 F- 5165643220 | WiWW.IOBNCONMECT.ORG
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Fraral Utility Service
MMamas P, Jensen

IT5TA Rural Dol oprneant
Mewe Tnglam] Region

[rear Mz lensen:

| am winting o express oy aagpore for toc Amcocon Kecewesy and Beinvestroort Act
Froposal hoimg subnzited by JO& & LAMC, Mow Yok Stare fibar optic nackbone noteaork
providers.

LN & DAMC are uiterested i assisting governntental asencies and scrvice providers to open
and cxpand Broadeand services chrongh »oow Yark State. 10 & DANC have investsed in
their infrastrocture in ordar to develep a noework: across the starc, This has helped to dovelop
amueh-pesded Broadband infrastictuee in sreas where there s Liths or ne sorddees availablz,

Wi Turther deselopment of the state's Bresdband sorviee commuonify, Uhe regional s,
yuasi-pervemmienal, ynd ot for prolit communily nelsarhs soch s OREN Coennecl, Sooathen
Tier Tast aml Southern Tier Woest will he able o acceornplish their Broadbaod depliogrenl
initiatives, Forther developrent of TOM & DANT aleae pves al Broadbund carriers o Mew
rock the abilicy 0 eclablish new or enbance their currenl seovices, especially in the ol
i

Projects of tha natee have che potential o being the avaiability of Boadband te a vast
aptoit of roral commenities, which s where mosl of e Deparlment o Coereclional
Rorcices” tnclitics ave locaced, Lalsa hetps dolve ceonomic growth inside these comnomwaitics,
arl affers he abaliy 1o enhanee seraces and provide affimdable Troalband throoghouol Bew
T ook

Sinueraly,
e ff%/
.-I-;F e — .__' _-'L:.-—-—'_ .

Theares 1 Tlerrog
Avsisly Comrnssone
Chicf Infoemation Offlecr

Lo Cewrndssionat Fischer
Deputy Cornmissione Koy



Office ot Mantal Health
‘s State ef New York 44 Fokrd Aveeue
Dauid A, Petarzcn Alcaw, Naw Yok 12222
Govarvya: WAWDMAY S0 e s

Augus! 14, 2009

Ms. Anna M Gomez

Acling Assislant Seaalary for Communications and 'nformation
National Telecommunications and Informator Adininestation
U.S. Departmen: o’ Carmmoice

1401 Censlialien Avannz, NW

HC=B8 Rcomr 4872

Washington, DT 2023C

RE:  Letter of Support for Development Autherity of the North Gountry (DANG)
Network Growth and Adirondack Connect as Broadband Technology
Opportunities Programs

Ms. Gomez:

| am wnting to exprase our suppart for the Amar can Recovery and Relnvestiment Act Sroposal
being submitted oy the Levelopment Auttority of the North Country (CANC). If seeciac for
fundng DANC Nelwork Growth and Adironoack Connest will extend New York State's fiber
optic natwork ¢ mullipe rural counlics ard extenc a fer reaching open access broadband
network.

DANC's prozcts covar a numwber of counties with the largest areas ef ur-se-ved anc
urderseved census blocks  The gian: wil belp DANG creato altaraetive open access
netwerk. It will hep cnve cown the cosl of broadband services in the rural counties aad
srovide reliable alternaives to broadoanu scrvice subscribers. Thess nf-astructires, cnce in
Aace, can nelp medical and healthsare providsrs and othor community support organizaticns
in advancing aducaticn, raining and healtheze delivery,

I an confident et bioadband technology and the inncvative uss of optic fioer netwerk can
gimulate the Incal economic growtn, and ‘oster & sustainat'e breadband ussr commurity n
many riral a7eas in New Yerlk State

" i Sircorely;. »

.\ —
N — o _‘\.\
A8 i— e

S~
Hen Wano Ph D,
Deouty Commissioner & Chief Infarmation Officer

210 SRS, CPPOTUNEY A BN LTI, VP OYER

CIIL 320
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FRIENDSHIP EMPIRE ZONE

ECORQMIC DEVELOPMENT
TOQWHN OF FRIENDSHIPF AHND ALLEGANY COUNTTY

1lircerne

Vordull E 'vwr

whroatinecoed oo oog
hd=inl iR, 2009

‘0 reconzs 190 FIBor sdild Progscl Supparl Letler
Dz izld Swcanawski, Zxecutive Dirscinr

Saufrern Tler Wes? Regionzal Flanning ang Ozve onmert Roore
1029 Rouate 219, Suite 200
Galamanca, MY 14778

Llczanr Sii. Ryl iaeshi:

I Friimdskip Enmira Zone iz lesated in Alegeny County within Lhe Southa, Tar of Mew Yok
Fate. Thls |s a deslgnzalon of fucr Bimpra Zone Contigums Areas 0 rocd ol coonaniic
davelcpmen.. Theze areas arg lacaled in Fhieondsl-ip. Amity, Walleville ard Ciha, WY,

Wiz are vary interested [ neeazed ibar wplls Landwidih at an afardabde price and suppol 2 orojecl
“hat wouid provide additinal tiber infrastnrzlre hetesen “alione ored Whilesville, WY, THa project
zdcrezses te need for rerundory. witich boshseses mouira lo mos farsare with now projectz. 1t
wiadld ulsa prov.ade an alternssive far hroadbasd regulzerents ol :n aflcsdab 2 cost sirenginen ng
cusirezs madels &nd Alloddng (0oal busiesse: o sonpets wish eompan-es In.arge: merapolitzn
vias, i eddition. thiz reswok opana Lo Rpporun ES o espand Jusiness and refzin Mew Yo
>azed johs in e e,

Aq a rea. ka7 th's new nessonle W esiirale -het aver the nesd 2 yeare, thal *he 93 Cingire Zone
il Businmzzas inchaze Zone areas wil empley ©LO naw jobs aad retaid their 2 9532 e :!
erpfrovees, [vadd Fan, Jese Cipira Zone Certified Businesees [nihesc S argas 1 meke
etlimaied irvestman] of 200 millicn im ~acl: nesy, sew:pmart, 89d expical 98 3 resy't

Wi vt this 35 8 necassRTy onyect ot only (o thusa Ciopie Zone Cerifiad Bz nnsaos L2 noss
2t also for glebal camagtifivaness of tha sampAaies within g e, 1his fibe: bueild w7 re—ove s
aarrier 1has has prevented thls norel reclor fom compssing oo e level pley'ng fivle with cther sars of
il counbiy, The sreation of bis redi adant netaesk sithin Lhe Soull:am Tier West region el elractly
&nc: immediately bensft these mgnufzel dry e cormmenzizl buzingsaes. TS redsadant nabwork
il alzo benelil cduczlioral i-sifctiors, herlthrare sysems, 2rd privale snd poblc entitier, @ ol
as 1k rezidands by was ng areetor services available to them,

WA RHann 115 very Imoo ol orojecs, schich will direct v previc e prlaroed sroachzne carneddivily
acrEs fulal Muw Yorl Slata,

Sliecraly,
ra o
S ano? . F 2t
Waridzll C. Oresen
Cireclor Frgndship Emprre 2w

ECE STATL ROJTC i%H EUITZ 144
JCLKMChT HIEW YORE &3
Il 535.EE3.9095  FAX GEC.23E-CL24
wrrwLFeccuidoeiaoiy



s STEUBEN COUNTY

INDUSTRIAT
DEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

il 7, 2009

i q.‘i':ﬂ.:.@-r

NTTA
1407 Conatitetion Ave,, bW
Wagiingrorn, LW 20230

Lhzar Hira;

I g wailing L expraan the Stenben Covrety [DA's full support for the Ameniean
Revawery and Reirveamnzur Act Proposal baing swlaritted by TON, the Turmesl New York
grate filer optic backbons nelwork.

The Burwl Telephone Conpecies n hew York lacked acecsa to competitively prived.
redurdart Backhsrl services vodi] DO was boro, Chut uf pure nesd, and developed on
rueal independent nfiastnetare, ths ooveept of JOW came 1 fridtion. As o lness, it
has adways boon difficull (o muke 8 busness noede]l werk o Teoadhand serdiees In naral
Upstate Mear York, hul such mad every 10N pactazr ecanpany 23z done it for over 1404
voars ndividual v and over 1200 veacs combined. What betior group to e smoeslly
tural statewids fiber netorark then the busiissses 1hal Luve besn serimilied 1 oend disiog
bustcess o rural corurmnities for their i By sinegs 1ivesy This roral telephane
campeny fonndation is the strengtl: o TOMN, g we bring te know-hew to offee prear
enshomar servies, rellable services, and an aoparalaled corraitrent to sseve these
nnigque Tuzal aveas. 1ol ol leve for the Stote aod a lifelons pledee to serve thess roral
s (ha baa llsseatd ruradd Upestaee Mew York o benefit from the ingoruity, crearivity,
and prowth of aue indaperdent meal plhens compenics,

Ltis impartan;  ne.c ol JO0 s s bigory ol rewrd palnesing, Scocpetitlon”,
eooperating with 8l carders st competitors, and has proven itszlf a3 a leader In this by
estellishing Telalionships with all ypes of netwerl: providers (Cable TV Comvianics,
RT T 5, Wirsless/Cellnlar providers, CLEC?s, and privaees/public auiliss such as
Develepment Autkcrity of tha Xerth Country T34, CHN Conneet, Southem Tiee

W ost, and Southern Tizs East),

A v leok o Brivadherd Services in foew York Stace, (070 hes become the pingipsl
warier al meryl Mrosdbuned ealTies, and we Lelisve thar fucher dewclopment o TON's
Rroadhand Fiiser Oatice b etwork s inperative to the ceencmis prosperity of e Slake,

Wi ith Turher developmrent of the IO neterork, the regione] carmicr, gquasl- gy @1 rienial,
and net for profit conunonity neteodks sueh 4s CBE Conneel, T ANC Teve"apment
Antharity of the o-th Counnty?, Suubhern Tier Rast und Southers Tier Wast, will be able
to acsemplial: their Broadband deploy-nenlivilialives. Purlber development of 10N alsa
mives w1l Browdbamd carriens I Mew Tark the ability to 2stahlish newr or enhence their
cotrer, seevices, especially inihe roral arsss,

The TO® netwrorl a3 5.ready had 3 doop roaching Iogaci on the npsias Mes Yok
ecannmy, has provn it salvensy sud austaimalalify, and hes hud a2 diveel impoet on

Te%d Route 54 Moth « 70 Box 393 + Bath, MY 14510-03553 « Phooe: 837 776 3315
Fax S0TFPE-5059 - E-mail: InfoilSisuban Coontyl 28 corn « Web vasew BteutenCauntyl 5ucom




Schoharie County
QUIICH OF CLERK, AUDITCOR & PURCLUASING AGENT
[0 Hox &23, Coynly OMcs Tuliling
Schohame, MY 12157
Plicaie: {518) 295-8347  Fax: (515 2058487

_ —
Boied vf Smpermisos, Chufrrem T Willer, Clerk
Eazl ¥ Wenmnme, TIT Bhery] Tengietann, Deporkye Chink

Feren TTashwnveng, Exepmiler Cirl

May 13, 2000

Independent Optical betwark
Attn: liin Becher, CEOYPrasicent
B0 Sale Slrest

7 Floar

albary, MY 12207

Desar M-, Becker,
| have erclosed fur yaor informatlen a copy of & resaluzion that was adopted at the Schaharie
Caunty Boerd ot Suporvisors mecting an May 15, 20049, 1fyoo heve any questlans regerding

ihls rosalution please “esl fres to contact this office.

Simearaly,

Koo it

[s3ren Hathaway, Bepoty Clork
S=zhoharle Co. Baord af Supemisors




RESQLUTION NO. 56

TITLE: SUPFORTING I'HE EFFORT TO PROVIDE BROADBAND AMD
TELECOMMUMICATIONS ACCESS THROUGHOUT THE STATE

OF NEW YORK
e, ﬂ-_\_;“\.u__‘,.—— . )
OFFERED BY: Doandis dicaarde Who moved its adoption.
£ £ b
SECOMDED BY: _ Seauly Trusdbw Chairman Rules & Legizlalian Commillee

YWHEREAS, braadband access includes critical canler services, high speed Internet,
lalervigion and voice services; and

WHEREAS, high speed Intarnet service is of major economic and social impertancs in
today's world: and

WIHEREAS, Schoharie County has a Telecommunications Task Farce working toward
impreving broadband access: and

WHERELS, the Telscommunications Task Farce has cenducted a puslic survey
indicating ='rong support for broadiband aceess throughaut Schoharie County: and

WHEREAS, thal sludy clearly shows that thera are large portions of Schohatie Caunty
without brogdband coverage; and

WHEREAS, devalopment of self healing fiber rings as part of a crucial backbaone
nelwork bo connect homes, businesses, schoois, government and health cars scrvicos ara
impartant to delivering broadband to those ysers, and

WHEREAS, ION p-oposcs the creztion of technology agnostic, robust dala backboae
a5 a universal “on ramp” to the knowledge based sconomic mainsiream and

WHEHEAS this project is a eritical network for high speed broadband service: now
therefare he it hareby

RESOLVED, thal Lhe Schoharie Counly Boeard of Supervisors supports KON's etforts to
- provide the auanatnllty of broadband aceess throughout Mew Yurk Stete.

Dated: May i'{ . 2003
Filed: May i |, 2008

& o, ,LU Rt
CIerI-:E rd of Supervisors

/ZfL/W

Goupf}r Attarney
£

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY.

STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF SCHOHARIE sa:




Office ol the Prasident

February 3, 2000

Donald Rychnoviski, Executive Diractar

Sauthern lier West Beginaal Plana ng and Develapyent Iinard
AD39 Reule 219, Suile 200

Salamanca, NY 24770

Dear M. Rychnnwski:

As the lasgest univers ty in the westarn part of the New York's Southarn Ticr, SUNY Fredonia iu very
interested * and supportive of mcneased Fbes oatic ba dwidth at an affoscable price, Qur campus tuly
supperLs the preposed preject te provice additional fibzr rlastruclure betweehn Falconer and
Wiitesw'lle, NY. This project addresses the reed tar strazegic redundancy and tor critical cont nuity. Tha
preject alse provides anallforcable allermlwe ‘o bioadband requirements, thus allowing lacal
businasses to compete with companies in larger metropeolitan zreas with opportanitios 1o cxpansd
business and reta - Naw York-hzsed jobs,

This new tihar path will snharce rannecrivity ta 5.NY Frednnia web-tased servicas fer current and
prospeslive studenls und employees living in rurl arcas, broadening our vulrach and onlins cou‘se
cfterings, and potentia:ly ircreasing our stedaint populat'cn base. The civarsa rout’ ng provices tiker
redundancy. allowan3 centinairg academiz ard busimess praceduncs to take place in the 2uent anathar
fiber path iz compramisec.

W vicw Lhis projecl as necessary nol orly lor our univeisizy, bat fur glubal coanpeliiveness ol Lhe
cornaaniss within this cginn.  his fiker prajert will remove A harrier that has pravented this regian
from compeating ena cwel play.rg ficil with other paits of the country, The creaticn of this network
within the Sauthern Tier West region will 4 rectly aad immediately benefit educatioral inztitulions,
healhicare syslems, privale and public entizics, srd individual cilizens,

we fully suppart thls very Imgorlant preject. Enhancec breadaand connectivity across rural lew York
State is cruzial far the tuture of cur segicn.

_Sincerely, ]
5 PR // c///i’ }

2nnis L. Hefher, P2 D. / \
//

/ President /
(.

—

Where

ueeess
i
];admon

134 F2elen Huli o+ Fedurna, NY 4043 o T-714-873-3438 = E-T13.473-3448 o wawFradznin adn



Office cfiha Provoe:
Laxon Drive :
Allrad, NV 48021205
BOT-971-21 3T

Fax GOT-67 12333
weew.BirEd.edu

Altred University

Jomald Hychnowsld, |ecntive Direcor

Southen Ticr Wost Kepiomal Planning and Bosselapmecnt Boand
A03% Houte 21%, Suits 240

Sulamuanes, N 14779

Augual 5, 2005

Dear dr. Rychnawski:

Az a business located i the Southern 'Licr of New York 3tste we are vory intcrested o Ineeeased fiber optic
bandwidily at an affordable ice and suppost a praject that would provide additional filer infrastmenare
between Faleoner and Whitesville, =%, It would algo provide sn altemative for broadband regquirements at an
afiodable vont, strenethening buanegs models and allewing local buginesses 1o cnmpete with conmnics in
Lurger mutropolilan areas. oo addiion, Gus oclwork opens up opporlunclics 1o cxpad bustoess und melain Mes
Fork based jobs in the fufure,

AL TesilL ol s new tetwork, e eatimate thl ever Lhe hesl 3 veuts, we will eonpluy hres new johs und
rekaio oue bventr-ane cwrent ..,mplnyecf; It acklition. aur eempany estimates an investment of $ 150,000 in
machinery, cquipment and capital as a reanlt,

Wi nve prosen iy develaping putinerships o Tyrkey, the Tiniled Kingdom, Chivg g Seuh Kocen whigh wd
allus s hs plier distariee aldocation Lo theee regions of e world. Aceess [ Bber is essenbial o us o he able
Lo Cwli T wwr moisgivn in bese locadons. Alfeed Traiversity mnsi be able oo compete intemationally. Foc us to
paovide sducational suppoet in distone locations requires nocess to our jnternstional partuees theough the uee of
techinlapy that depends on fiber.

e view this g a necossary eicel nol only [or our budness: bul glso e globul somapatilivenass of G
companies within this region, This Tber build will remers o bareier that Tud neevepbed (his ragion [Fom
comnpeting oo a lkevel playiog Leld with ather parts of the conntry. The erantinn of thia redundant neteeork
within ths Seulben Tier Wesl region will directly atnd irmmmedialely benelil educaliona institutions, bealtheare
sy slemmes, aml privide und poblic entities as well as the residetts by making greater scevices availablo to them,

e support this very important projeet, wlich aill divcetly provide eohaneed brogdbwnd commeclivily meross
rral doew Yok Stare,

sincerdy,

WtV Held

Whllinen M. Llatl, iy
ASng Provost
Mllved Univorsity



V22 Cobleskill

I | =1tz (Jnnersity o Mew vine + Calage of Agrpuliure 2nd Technelngy = Gublesill, Hew Yok 120831701 = 518-265-5011 = Fax 518-255-5333

August 11, 2009

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program

National Telecommmumications and Information Admimstration
U5, Department of Commerce

HCHB Foom 4812

1401 Constitution Avenne NW

Washington, DC 20230

Subject: Support for ION Broadband, ARRA Proposal

I am wrting in full support for the Amencan Recovery and Remvestment Act being
submitted by ION.

As the provest of the State University of New York College of Agriculture and
Technology at Cobleskill, a small agricultural college in a mural area of Upstate New
York--and as president of the Schoharie County Chamber of Commerce— I am daily
made aware of the disadvantage to both education and business caused by the lack of
wide access to broadband mtemet service here.

For our commmter students, this lack of broadband access often means they cannot
participate fully in courses that have on-line components, nor may they be able to take
summer school or intersession courses, which are pnmanly taught on-line. Added to this
1 poor access to library resources. If our students, E-16, are to be competitive, they must
have access to and be comfortable with the latest techmology.

Much of our business i3 agriculture, and lack of adequate access, or need to rely on
expensive satellite access, places them at a disadvantage. Added to this, the county has
been trying to bnng more business and industry in, but without adequate intemnet access,
many new firms look elsewhere; this greatly harms a poor county with one of the highest
uenmployment rates in the state.

Frankly, broadband access needs to be considered at the same level as access to
electnicity and telephone. This proposal being submutted by I0N will mean that our
young people will be more competitive in the weorld of tomormow, and we as a County
may get the shot in the arm we need to fum lives around.

Sincerely.

inh—

Amne C. Myers, PhD.
Provost
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MNew York's Nelworking Future

1001 tarth "aabine SEreee, farke 1060
Frrum Mldng, Seracies, KYOTTITS

P3E A3 DG T (215 413 Dl

NTIA
1401 Constitution Ave., W
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Grant Administrators:

NYSERNet writes m strong support of the Amerncan Recovery and Eeinvestment Act
Proposal being submitted by ION and DANC, the largest New York State combined fiber
optic backbone network. WNYSEENet and some of its member institutions in the North
Country have already derived encrmous benefit from earlier builds. This proposed
expansion would reach completely unserved areas, in the process giving greater
redmdancy through completing rings and reaching vital assets needing advanced
mfrastructure. ION and DANC are an essential part of the finture of Broadband in New
York State.

For twenty-four years, NYSERINet has provided the E&E backbone network in New
York State. Our mitial network was the first use of the Internet protocol cutside of the
US Defense Department. We currently nm a I'WDM optical backbone from New York
City to Buffalo. NYSERNet also operates the primary R.&E collocation facility m the
northeast and one of the most important B&E peering points in the world, provides dark
fiber for cur members in WNew York City, runs a commercial-grade data center dedicated
to our members' disaster recovery and business confinmty neads. and 1s active at all levels
in the national and mtemational networking commumity.

With each of the many generations of network and network resources that NYSERNet
has deployed we have, with our member institutions, pushed the envelope. Instifutions
located in Wew York City or near our PoP's in major upstate cifies benefit immediately
from robust access to our global peering point m Manhattan, busmess confimmty center in
Syracuse, or the scientific resources and supercomputers at mstitutions optically
connected to our network. But institutions located at a distance face great challenges. As
noted above, several in the North Country already reach our backbone robustly because
of earlier DANC builds. This proposal will reach other enitical facilities such as Gnffiss
Institute, serving Air Force Eome Labs and the many academic institutions i the
madegquately served UticaFome area, connect spurs mto rings, and in the process reach
many areas that are underserved or totally unserved.

I0ON and DANC have a history of neutral partnering, “coopetition”, cooperating with all
carmmers and competitors, and has proven itself as a leader in this by establishing
relationships with all types of network providers (Cable TV Compames, BIEC s,
Wireless/Cellular providers, CLEC s, and private/public entities). Particularly relevant



private/public entities). This history is particularly relevant here, as this proposal is part
of a coordinated effort to also extend to the Southern Tier in a cooperative build by the
Finger Lakes Technologies Group (FLTG) and the complementary Southern Tier West
proposal.  In aggregate these projects fundamentally alter the broadband map of New
York State,

Previous DANC work in the Northern Tier and ION work there and in other parts of the
State have demonstrated their solvency and sustainability. The DANC/ION proposal will
reach critical national assets like the Griffiss Institute serving Rome Labs with its lead
role on cybersecurity. It reaches anchor institutions in the Utica/Rome area and other
parts of the Morth Country, and from these centers of excellence and engines of
innovation will come the network enabled jobs. Complementing this, DANC will be the
network provider for one of the FOC Rural Health Care awardees, providing transport for
a host of medical institations back to the NYSERMet PoP in Syracuse. NYSERNMet and
the NY SERMet community, anchor tenants on this infrastructure, will help sustain the
innovations that create these jobs,

The DANC/ION proposal, and its counterpart in the Southern Tier, will bring advanced
networking to vast new areas of Mew York. Expansion of the DANC/ION network is the
kind of project that we all can and should support, as it goes far to make broadband
available to a vast mumber of roral commmunities. It also helps drive economic growth
inside these communities, offers the ability to enhance services, and is a key component
to providing affordable broadband throughout New York.

Sincerely,

Dr. Timothy L. Lance
President and Board Chair, NY SERNet
Distinguished Service Professor, University at Albany

New Yorks Networking Future NYSERNet
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O behcl S of thes e Yierk Brete Telrcomnmonicanions Arsoe’ st e’ 2 JMYET AL lomd] sxchangs cermiar
terntes, Tam writing 12 seprass ar il sappoen fae the Amerizan Kozovors anc Rarvesmmant Ao
Dropesal baice submitte e 200, one of the farposs o Yore stats fihe aptiz baskaene nooeoria o the
alitle, IO s woposg . will prosnds & mane cadnndant, (ofisllz, anc [ cosrey shears anltion fa- nas o
Toatl, pr1bie a0 petseane samizee and niFmarsly, She zictiee-= and mmingancs ofmE Nom Yok I'huss, the
prepasy’ Wil dircer]y alvanae the aoe £ oV tne Act iy pinviding & monre coanaTie aolndae in mzebng no
beadband peeds afkbarl Lo rosaed a1d wndsreesed comimzniti s ke che spanded nstencs oan, and
will, s,

FOm was srerted Ty $he TRl 1oce] cwshasge caricr WY ST A momhes £nd Tieir 18P suba disrizs in ~ew
Yoo to provide aceess o sarpetit waly poced, rao-dan: baskhacl sazmdzes. Thoss roal providecs save
2 tich Sdgiory coasarpEsaiop e Tast 100 vcars in uaccagfinily ooting raz nocenmerunizetong woodr of
rusal cozancas s #0091 peoepossl eing swamitad Ty KM wi © sgidinez e nzlp them st this missiar
#hd w3 ST ar 2 Ayanen e anslg af wving g advaacd, maials Arnadhang 2ondee teroniout arns of
the mes: mrplare:s af Tew Yoy,

BT s Tz @ pricaipal cacrker of roal Reosdoand reie, and we belizve that £ather desvzlopnent
of BOI9s Trosd=and Fieey Dpidc Mareork is dperadiva o the eaonmaic progpeity of the Swate. With
Anzther davalopruant of the T nammoric, ofar aerders will o &3l to hetted sccomn’ ich thair Broadend
deelgvmest LUt Er e 1o 2ot amall and la-ge cuAtorers &8 well as arehar inatitat onr. in 2ome of the
Towrs Ll a0eas of the aass,

Ti i& fa b ahares 1oagois 18° ®e AT =k e InmET 0F I rSERTRTE $ho 100 priposd.
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August 10 . 2000

MWTIA
1401 Constitution Ave., MW
Washington, DO 20230

Dear Sirs:

Wi are writing (o express our full suppo-t for the American Recovary and
Reinvastmart Act Proposal Boing submittcs by 10N and DANG. tha lamest Mew
¥ ark State combined fiber optic backbone network.

The Grifiss Institute (G111 is 8 501{c}3 Technology 3nd Business Incubator
lozated at the Griffiss Business and Technolegy Park in Rome, Mew Yark. The Gl
is charged with deve'oping and expartding high lechnology employment
appartunitizs i the Mohawk Valley by parfhering with te Air Foree Ressarch
Labaratory fnformation Cirectarate (AFRLRD, privafe industny and academia. In
fact, AFKL/RI has the Gl on cowract {o fransfer che warld class technotagy from
AF resaarch bo industry tor commarcialization and productization. We are relying
on 3N and DARC to build and provids the neceszary infrastructure that the
iZriffiss Institute needs now and in the future. The incubator service at the Gl
supports high technology business development specifically focused on
Infornation Techinalogy with an samphasis on [efarmaton Assurance, Computer
Forensics and Computer Securily. Thase technalogy hrusls ars key (o our
nation's needs. Connectvity o the GFwill aflow world ¢ 355 researchers a real
firne fochnoiogy dovelopment vahicla to collahorate ovar high speed netwarks.
Flans @re in place connect the networks to a High Performancs [Terra Flog)
processor 0 the 5| enabling new advanced means of developing and
ransitioning echnology. it will also zrovide a test bed fo- developing new
products lsading to new sconomic stimulus. 1IN and DANC provide cost
effactive broadband senvices thraughout rural areas in New Yok, | belieye (ON
and DANC are an ezsential part of the future of Broadband in New York Stahs,

IO Aand DAME have a nistony of neutral partnernng, "coopetition”, conparating
with all carners and compettors, and has prover: itself as a leader in thie by
establishing relationships with all trpes of network providers (Cable TY
Companies, RLEC s, Wirelss/ Celludar prov ders, SLEC s, and private/public
entilies such as CEM Connect, Southetn Tier West, and Southarn Tied East).

The IOM and DANG opsn access networks have argady had a degp reaching
impact on the upstate Mew York econemy, have proven its solvency and
sustainzazilty, anc have had a direcl imeact on Broadeand connectivity and jeb



craation ire rural Mew Yok, |t is now time to supporn the enhancerment of these
networks to close the gaps, provide further redundancy and affordability, ard
develop addticnal unserved and undersarved areas in Mew York, Fuither
devetlapment of ION and DANC's networks also gives all Broadband carriers in
My Yok the abilty 1o establizh new areas of senvice or enhance their current
sefyices, espacially in the rural areas

The expansicn of the [ON and DANC networks is the kind of project we car and
should all support as it goes far o bring the avaiahility of Broadiand o a vast
amawnt of mural communitiez. ft also helps drive esonomic growth inside thase
commun ties and offers the ablity to enhance services, provide affordable
Eroadkan: throughout Mew York and is a means for business stimu us via
information research and devalopmeant.

Sinceraly,
g S J: './- K
I|I| K ) I.-'. - I. ‘:_,
. f;{.‘/ ,,4 l,.E""‘ R

.'u“u'illiar'n E._.';I".f-:jh‘, Direﬁltc:-r
Griffiss [nstitute
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MAST

: MANUFACTURERS
Clrutiwgua County Chamber of Commarce ASSOCIATION

OF THE EOUTHEAN TIER

Together, we're Leading Busingsses. Leading Communites. ™
March 2¢, 2NN%

Donald Ryshaowski, Executive Directar

Sonrhern Tier Wesl Rezivcw. Planning and Devaloprzsnt Baard
ANSS Rowte 219, Suite 200

Salamasca, NY [£779

Daac Mi, Ryctuowski:

We upplaud o preadly upproviats the offans of the Smthem Tier West Kegiozal Plarning and
Development Board to increass fibar optic bandwicth in the Soulbwrn Tier, The Chaclaugua
County Chamber of Commeree and the MaauGaclurers Assuciulion of Lhe Socthem Lier sepresent
uver 1,200 dusinesses in the Sauthern Tigr including 28,000 emnlovees. Our membars are vory
interested in increasad filxer opric Bandwidih #1 an allondable price and suppor: 2 preject thas
would pravide sdditional fiker tnfreslnuclure belween Falconer and Whitasville, NY. This project
addreszes the noad for redundancy, which businssses vequire to move forwand with new prajeets.
Irweesld alsn provide an alteenalive for breadbanc requirements at an affordable cost,
strergtheniog busioess muodels and allow:ng local husinzaazs 0 compets with companiss in Jarae
marropnlitan areas. In additien, this network opana up oppacunitics (o exgsnd business and
retan New York based jobs tn Lhe Tuture.

e view this us 8 nocessary project nat only for ous business but alse for globul compelivveness
of lhe compeniss within this region. This fibar baild will remove a bacrier il Lus prevenied Lhis
reggion [rom compating on e level plaving field with other zarls of the counizy. The creation of
this redundant network witrin the Southenn Tier West reion will directy und immediately
benelit educatinnal insitutions, healthsare systems, and private and public ealitics s well as the
residents by making greater seavizes availahle i then:,

1

Vee support Lhis very impnrtant pen’ect, which wil® divecily provide eatuinesd brovéband
connectivite earass nal New York Stare,

Sincerely,

s i

ludd J. lrurum
President:CEO. Chautaugqua County Chamber of Commerce
Lxecutive Dircetor, Man :factmiors Association ¢l The Southem 1ier

Chastauqua County Chamber uf Commerce ( Manufacamers Assnciation of the Southem Tler

Dunkirk Branch 10785 Dennarr Raad ¢ Dunkirke New York 14048 § 715-386-6200 ) Fax 716 356 4276
Jamestown Branch 101 Wase Fith Sreear ! Jamastown, New Yord 14701 716-434-1 01 ) Fax 7144870785
MTI Branch 512 Falconzr Soreer § Jancatawn, Newe York 14001 [ 716-483-1833 1/ Fax 716-437-9559
websice: waww.chavtauguachamseiorg ! anail ceo@dmutiquacumberony



BASSETT
HEALTHCARE

Apgesl 101, 2009

Broodbangd Dutiatives Frogron

Rurzl Loibibes Sorvies

LLE, Depaciment of Asreuliure

T4 Indeponilenes Avanue, 5W, Soop 1599
Waghingion, T 204D

Lrzar sirs;

Tan wriding 1o express my foll support for the Amerisan Recovery and Rejnvasimenl At
Proguosad hetng submilied by TON, 1he Ingest Mew Youl state fiker oplic beckbans
ek,

As il hosprtal system, meluding § hospitals ard oyer 25 heallh conters, wr arc faced
wilh memy challengzs in our @oal to provide excellent and reliable cars Lior the tam)l
Pupeiation. Adding o Uus vhallenge is the cost of and access oy, dependable and
redimdant broadbund services, W ace alwrays looking to see husw we can rodiuee cosis
ard be marea eTicient it all that we do without compromizing oo palien] care o services,
the LM model [its inowith hal goal, with heir low cost sarvicss, Isdunduni infrasmctoee
and provan reliability,

Fur Basscll, the polentia] of having cost effcenive sroadband, with larges eapacine and
celiable cedundaney is imperalive Iy nffering care tlooughont o vast network of bespital
and biealth conters. Binse we deperil o hroadhand, w support the telermslivine stributes
of our systom, ineluding the PACS syslern amd el=cinmic madicel reeords s well 43
others, it boooies not oily an issne o eost; iU hesomes @ ssuc af patiant cere,

TCTT has hoen a supporiive pertner in Joaling to addrees the needs of the mreel
conumieities and especielly the neds of healtheare, With a history oF nontral patnsrng,
coaparating with all catriers ahd competitors, ION has worked closcly wiih providers ta
wiz vurmently uss o an ettort to enhanse services af ard Tocations that have IO s reliable
fiker backheme.

LOM Lz bacome the principal surrisr ol rural Broadband tatfic troogh Ruml New York,

and I belicvs that funther devalopment al N s Brondband Fiher Ontie Metwark is
impemabive i the viability of the mral areas Geuuehoul the Sl

oz Auwell Brad o Conporawewn, Bew Yook 13320394

APl ek Dfinibar Lt



10 is the kind of project we can and should all support, 45 it goss [at w oring the
availability of Brozdhard (o a vasl amoam: af roen! communities, 1t also helps drive
ecomenic prowlh maide thess cocnmunides, and offers the abilitr to <nbance services anid
previds effordable Broadsand througheut Now York

Sinecrely,

e -

prt o
i C—

Bering C. McKee, P,
Excenmve Vics Presidene &
Cluef Operabing Oiicer

Basaell el hoars
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Viee Prezidert Information Technelogy
Dagsett JTealtheare



SYRACUSE UTILITIES, INC. A e e et

PO, B E37 » 3533 BAEWERTOM [RD, » BREWERTORN, NY 13725

Triday, Tnly 10, 2003

Bowrs” Otility Scrvice
“hoaes B Temgen
IISDARTDOTR

Thzer BT, Tonson:

Lzt weeicing co esprezs aoy fuil zappart Zor the Amelizay Recovery s Reinssetimeni At
I'ropasal boing sabimiee, ay [0, the Jargset Mews Y ork stacz fiber opric sackbone
aciveok,

TOT e e Syviewse TN Ges, Tne. s well wsormmy Tocel corstruc oo conpaoies,
imeating ina hugs aneunt of imraztroeraee and technizal zoeweeels 9 des elip e
netwozls, This has hzlped suppart the Lozl econory, setein and creste ooz, and develop
a camel-nesdzd Trosdband Dnfrasnuctirs in arcas wwhers thers 5z Linle o0 ne sorvices
wemiluble. T hag supparhend our compamy smwd condinees 1o suppatt us tecupeh theie
e desvelprmzni and growdl.

A3 we look st Broadhand Sesvices in Mew Yool State, it is appeeent Thet TOM is the
weineipal carmize of raral Brozdband teeffic, and | believe -t furkes deselasment ol
IO s Brodd qn:d Fibar Onatds Moveeeak i frvoerative to the coorocic prosperine of the
Sl W h Drther -.I-.'r'-.]n]'m'u.,nl ol e TOR network, the omenal carvier, quasi
guvernraenlalamd nel Sor pre Al coeenumly nstworks suchas CON Connect, _]J-ﬂ‘\ll_
kl]ewlmn.ent Acarhortr of the ™orty CoZucyd, Soulwern Ties Tostand Rl e Tier
West, will be aale to accomplish their Broadband cealarment initialives. ¥ urther
developmert of ION sl pives al. Broadsand earciers in bew Yok the alilicy o
calablish noew or cuhaace tholr current scrvices, especielly in the soeal sreas.

TOM s il Rl al pocjzet wer ewn g shoold &1 s, 2 it wocs foto 39 the
d‘\'di'ﬂ]‘lili‘t al Thecadbard wow vasl ymauml o Tuma] comorm-Dims, T aizn helps diive
econatmic aoeawlh sl Lhese comnanenilies, and olTers Ue gl 5ily wo emhanes services and
[roniile aﬁn:claﬁle Hroadbard theomgho. e Yark.

STwerly. /
A i%{
Eatlzenie el sobegelli

Teeeldent
Svrnenss Uilities, In,




3 W -' i
FIRER INSTAUMENT SALES, MG,

Thuraday, Jnly 1%, 2HH

Rary] Tltility Service
Thomas B Jonsen

L50A Ruml Developmenl,
ow England Rewiorn

Crear 2dr. Jonsen;

Lam wriling to cxpress tny fil support S lhe Ameriean Recovery and Reivyeatment Aot
Froposal beimg submicted by TON, the [arpes: Wew Yool ctate Fher opfic backhone
rebwoTk.

WM hus ised doca? technical and equipmen, companies and has invested in g hoge
ameunl W infmstmictars i order to develop e networle. This bas helped suppor, e
lowed ecotwmy, rotain and crale jobs, and develop & much-needed brogdband
fTasmruCre in arcss whers thers s little or no aervices available. 10 Las BT L]
OUT SOmpENY and continnes o support us trongh theie oan develnprent snd Zowrh.

Aswe look at Broadhand Scrvices in Mew York State, i+ is sppavaar that 10 is the
prineipnl caericy of rrad Troadband raffic, 20d T belicve that. lriher deveko nenent of
T2 Browdband Eiber Opia Motk s 1eperstive to the econpmic progmericy ol il
Statz. With Tumiber developrment of the [N nevwork, the rogivnal cmirier, quagi-
suvormnental, and not for prodil communite netwarks such as CEN Conmeet, LIRAMNC
(Drvelopment Anthod’y of the Morth Country), Southern Tior Fast are Southemn Tier
Wegl, will be nole w aesonplish their Rroadband dznlevinen infhatves. Forther
devalopiment of 10M glso gives 2l Broadband camiors in Kew York he ability 1
cetalyish new or rohance their curront services, sspecialiy in she rursl arcas.

13N 13 the kind v profect we can and should atl suppart, s it Foes far 10 bring the
availobility of Brondbaed to a vast amyynt of ural commmaites. 1t alas hel s v
eL0nomic growth ingde theas communilies, and offers the ahility to enhance servivzs and
Jrwviles affordahle Broadhand crouabion “Jew ¥ ok,

Gincerely,

Ten Viglietta
Contract Manager

P61 Clzar RoaD o Oriskary = MNew Yore 13424 8 UJSA
1313|736-22006 w pa (315|736-2280 = EMAIL MFOESIBERNSTRUMENTSALLS , COM
WA, FIBERINS TiUMENTSALES. COM




BRINELASS LEC
POTONDX 275
LRGN POINT, N L2928

Tuly §, 2005

Turad 1Ty Harvics
Thomas 1* fenzen
TSy T GEE.

[Y2ar it |ensen,

[ ara writing e express my tull support for the American Recovery snd Retnvestment Acl,

Praposal heing subaited by LON, the largest New York staly [her gpiic hackbomne
nefwuTl.

‘Tha lzal Trelephons Cianpueies in bew Y orl lacked aceess to competitively priced,
sedundunt buskhaa? services witit LON was borm, Chat of poce ned, un:d devedoped on
nuryl independent infrastruemare, the conpt o f TON cmme 1o leudtion. As wom know, it
hes always been difficult to make o businssy myds] vanel for broadband services in raeml
Upstate Mow Verk, bul each anad evers IOM partner cobnpany has done it for aver [}
vears madividuzly and over E200 vears crmbined. What botler yroup W tom 4 mosily
pral statewite [Ther nevwork then the usinzeses thet have been eommitled 1o and doing
Dsiness in mral commnities for thefr cntize business Bvas? This roeal telephone
eqtpany fonndation is the strenglh o KM, us we heing the Lnowshew to offor great
cuztomer servies, relishle services, mod an unparalleled commbment o servg these
nrigue mutal srews. T s oat of love for the State and & fifflong pledes o save Thiese rocal
arcas hat has nllowed rorat Upatate Wew York to benefil [rom (he dngenaity, ceeativity,
andl gravwll vl gor independent meat phone covpanies.

B is important to nete that TOM bus w Sistors of peviral paineeing, “coopetibion”,
eooparaling with a1t currics and eomperitors, and Lins proven iself as a Feadet o this by
exlubi iwhing velationzhips with all types of petwark pronadens {Cuble TV Companies,

RE R s, WiretessUellufar providers, CLEC s, mnd privals'public entities such as
Tevelopmenr: Authoeity of the Morlh Counicy (DANT), CBN Cannect, Sourhesn Tier
West, and Scuthern Tier Bas).

Az w lopk at Broadhand Servicas in Mew York State, TOW bas beeomns the principl
garnier of runy! Browdband vaffic, and we beolieve that further develupraent of LON s
Tiroadbund Filer Optie Werwork is mperative to the eoonomic prosperity o the State,
Wtk further develasamant of the BB novwork, the rarfomal cartfer, quasi-gpovarmmentat,
and riol for peofit commmity netwarkhs such ws TN Cennect, LANC (Devalopment
Auntharity of the Werth Comiey), Sauthen Tier Fasi and Sonthern Tia West, will be able
to acoomplish their Broudbend deplovmert initiatives, Funther development of TON glao

—_——— —



pives all Broadbend carviers in Newr Yok the ability to establizh new or enhwnes their
purrent sexvices, eepecially in the nowal areas.

Uz TOM ook haz aloeady bid o decp seaching impact on the upstare New Yok
seomaarey, s rose 118 salvensy and susmainalyility, and has had [ dircet impact oo
Frroadbund connectiviny and job creation n roral Mewr Yook, B is now fivs to suppeort the
enhancement of the I3 network @0 closs the gy, provide et redundaney und
afordability, and develop additional unservesd snd pnderserved arena in MWeswr Yeals

T ix thes kimd ol preaject we can and shonld all support, as it goes far to biingrthe
availabifily of Uroadband to a vast ameount of mial comounitiea. T alsa helps drive
sconontic praweth inside these comrannitica. and offirs the abiliy Uy enhance services and
privide affordable Broadbam throuhost Mew Fork.

Sineerely,

Bl

Fatricia L. Enapp
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PAETEC

Arguat 5, 2R
Y¥TA TIS RTATT,

Ihamas 1P, Jenscn, GEE Mew Bogland

18134 7 sl Developmoent - Telecommurications
|00 Tidependence Avenue, 3%

Washinoton, DO 20230-220]

Drzar M, Jonson;

I am wriling ke expreess PACTED Communications, Incos (PPAETECT) Tull
support oo the American Recovery aod Relnvestment Act 'veposal boing submicted by
LM, che eaner of Mow Yok Steee’s largest Obor opiic buckboenye network,

Ad e leloeommunications el inlommalion services provider serving o lurge port
wl Mew York el PAETEC wees 1O o buitd amd provide a portion of the oecessars
infraarmctore thar our boziness necods wow and (o the fomrs, 10X provides PAZTHEC with
cost cffcotive secess to enter and compete in the macset fo peovide Brosdband services
taranaghent rural arzas 0 Mew Yook, PATTTC helisves TON is w1 essenlial par of the
laure af Bramlhard o MNew Yol

Rural conunnniries in Naw Youk lack aseess ro broadband scrvices and thar is
making it hard for fimdlivs and businesses b compeie and sucees] in fhese romal aoes,
1000 has a0 Wastory of newtral parlnesng or “eoopelition.™ Toeoother woids, TON Taerlitles
vooperalion with all carriers ard compelilers, uond bas proven sellos o leadse o this by
eslablishio: celationships with all tepes of network proviclers (oo, Cable 1Y Canpanica,
RLEC =, Wirsless/Celluar providers, CLEC's, and  privatepublic atites sush gz
[rvelopment Avthariey of the Moerth Country (TIANC), CBR Conneet, Siwthern Tier
Woear, aned Sonrchern Tier Tast),

The LM petworl: has already hee o deep reachicg umpact on the upstate Mew
Yark coonory, has provon its solvensy and sustainability, and has hed a dirset mpaet oo
brosdband conneetviby and job ereatdon inrural Bew Yorle [ now e o suppaort Th
arbaneement ol the [ON petwork o close the geps, provide Turther reduwndoney and
allurilubilivy, and develop wbiflioool wnsereed and ondemerved areas i New Yok,
Further developiment of 100 also eives all ooadband carrics in Mow York the ability to
cstablish new avcas of service or cnhance their current services, espacially in the roeal
HLTAS,



4

PAETEC

[N is the kind of project we can and should all support, as it goes far to bring the
availability of broadband to a vast amount of rural communities. It also helps drive
cconomic growth inside these commuritics, and offers the ability to enhance acrvices and

provide affordable broadband threughout New York,

Vice President, Vendor Relations
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Trigay, July 10, 2909

Rural Lt Saivles
Thaomss F denge-

US04 Rural Devalc prat
Meaw: England Reginn

L M. Janzen;

1 e vililng o coeprags mey IOt suaparl far the Arnericgs Fecove:y and Rairvastment Aot Prooomsa’ being swebrnitad by
G, 1= [=-gest Mew ¥ark a-57a i'her aptin heskbone netaark '

100 hes usad ocal kechnical and equipmneant companles ard has Ivested 10 & ruge amount a® Ikfrestructune In ander 1o
devalop the nabwar<. Thls has helped scppet ke ookl =concmy, retain and craate jobs, and devalop a muck-nesded
arcadband infreaTasture inareds where there is litle or no services avatlable. DN as suppoited aur compasy and
coandrues e =uppail us B oogh hair con developmest znc groeth.

Al [oals 28 Brogdbaed Sereices v Naw York Stats, itis apasrent that 10N is the erinciazl =armer of rursl Brazdbend
Taific, and | beieve that fuither cevalopnnen’ o7 FDN's Brozdband Fber Ok Nebwerk s npsiabive Lo he econoomic
arosperity ot tha State. With further devalaprnest af the (N nebwork, the regional oz mier, guasi-gowearan-antal, enc not
for prafit community networks suzh as CBH Soanect, Z8MSE (Developmer tAuthorty of the Morh Sountryy, Soutien Ter
£ast and Soutram Tier Wast, will be ab’a to azzpmpish their Boadbard deplaymens irifistives. Further davelcprzat of
133N alao gives zll Broadhand cariers in Mesy York the abllily ta establlish new or enhance thelr curert serizas,
agpecially in the urel areas.

12N is e kind af prajact wa cen and shavld all avpao, g5 it gaes far ic bring the avellabilty of Broadbend to £ vaet

amaurt of ural eormimunitize. 1L alsa helps drbie ceaaasle groslh ingidc these eommunitios. and allors dive atilly b
&M~ pog Aers s aryd provide sffordabie Broadband throug hous New York,

Sincaraly,

T ety Willisms
Pregidant s CEQ
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TELEPHONE COMPANY Foxoimers ncr: see-s0u-2/50

Taly 2, 2009

1 homas ¥, Jrnszn, GEE. Mew BEngland
TreDa, ¢ Foaral Dersslopunent, - Telecorynunicsions

Tear Sim;

| eivwriting <o sxepress iy ful) sraport for the Arwriesn Recovery aad Relnvesanedtt St
Iropesa: neing swbetttzd by ION, the lavgest Never Yotk state fibzr opiiz backbone
ootk

Adrn et gervios preseider o0 ew Yok Sale we are valying on TON 1o build god
privwide The peceseary infrasiioclore hal dure busioess needs cow aod an e Duige. TOR
provéides me with cost effective access 10 enter and cotnpete inthe rmarkst @ proside
beoadband services theoag hout mes. areas o bew Yok, | oaelieve [0 iz an ssdential marl
cf the future of Broadbaad iz Mow York State.

Faral comnmminitiss in Bew Yook lack azeess to brosd 3anc #ovvicss and that is maliing it
Lavd sor fansilics amd businesses o conrmets wod suceesd 0o dhese Tura. arows of Mow
Yol JO huw o hintery ol meutral parlnerivg, “voapelitien”, cooperying wil all carriors
wril crermpelic s, wrd has proven it s = leader in iz by esleblishing relaiomnships
with all types o7 neteock providers (Coable TV Corpanies, RLEC , Wikele sz Oellalur
providers, CLEC s and private/pulle cotitize gach az Dreveloprent Author.ty of the
Moron Covury (LA Tl OB Conoect, Soutkzia Tier Wist, and Scuthore Ticr Exsr.

Tro IOH network les aleecy had £ deep reaching impast on the upstate Wew Yok
gronemey, hay v it andvency uhd sustanehiliny, ard hes had odireet "mpao. on
Braadband sommectivity and jab ereanom it raral Mew Yl [0 oow titee to s e e
ealmaemisr ol e TR nelwock tclese e waps, proside Fether redansdansy ool
alnrdub Ly, and deselop acdittonal vnsesved and wielerserved aress o ew Yool
Turther developmnent o LOM alsa gives all Broadband ceerters o bews Yorfotae abilisy w
ertehlisin tew areas of service or enlianee taelr cuiren® aervices, capocially o the raral
aresns. :

103 iz the kiad of projeet wie con aad should sl suppeort, gs 17 goss G o briv g the
availability of Brezdzand fo 4 vast amount of miral communites, TLelso helas drive
ceoncmic groveh inade (hese commugilies, trd ollers e wbilile woenlaowes seevices and
Travide 1Efzrdzh'e Rroadhand Croougleu Mes e

ey,




Mr. Joe Calzone
President & CQO

ION )

80 State Street, 7' Fioor
Albany, NY 12207

Dear Mr. Calzone:

The purpese of this corragpondence is to provide TON with a firm
schedule of ADVA Optical Networking’s {(ADVA's) ability to supply
Optical Transport products hased upon the following project
requirements:

47 FSP3000 Oplical Transporl Syslems equipped with &
single 2.5Gbit/s or 1t0Gbit/s channel

ADVA is capable of shipping all 42 systers within 4 to 6 weeks of
purchase order recelpt, previded that a forecast Is Issued by ION 4
weeks prior Lo placement of the purchase order.

IOM can count on ADVA nol only Lo deliver the above praducts in 2
timealy fashion, but also as a financially stahle, industry-praven, and
operationally capable partner. ADVA has Deen in business since
1994, is publicly tradad (XFTRA: ADV.DF) and had 2008 revenues
of $320M. As of year end 2008, ADVA ranked &1 In the
deployment of Intelligent Ethernet Access Devices and %4 in Metro
Optical Systems, with over 200 carrler and 10,000 enterprise
customers globally.

ADVA can pravide turnkey EF&] servicas, Including fiber
characterization, engineering, installation, syslem commissioning,
and project management to ensure a quality and timely netwark
deployment, and has extensive experience in this regard.

In addition, ADVA offers a variety of network planning and
managerment toals, as 'well as post-warranty support options to
ensure thal Lhe nelwoerk i mainlained over its lifelime.

ADVA looks forward to the opportunity to partner with ION to
ensure the successful completion of this project,

=~ A NDWVA

Ve mme W W
Optical Natwarkian

August 12, 2009
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el vatfee
CISCO

Al 18, 2002

tir. Joz Calzare
Prasidant & GO0

10N

30 Slale Street, 7' Fioo~
Alaany. NY 12207

Near Mr Galzone:

Ciwzy is smmeny pleased to be werking with ION with regard ¢ you: Broadband Sirrulus application. The surpoes o7
b5 ledber i o provide 10N with 8 fima saaediin of Ciraa's 2hilty 10 supsly opt cal equipmart tasod on the fillosing
arsyect requirsmenls

o 72 ONS- 5434 MSPPRIMSTE transpoct pla-foams. Euch systeiwill L capatie of aggregaung fran faral fociities
irclading DS1. D32, 8TS1, QL2, 5TIM, OC12, $TI4, OZ40. and STMB4 3lcn] with data zanacss, incuding
1iBase! . 1EUBas=T or Gigatit Eharast or ATH sericn via OCSc, OC126 ur OCABL lsifatie. 010 3 snage
aptizal benspar faritty via OC48, 0C43 CWDM 31d O 1% g interaces.

Giseo is zapable of shisping 1he required squipmert in a imely fashon '¢ supdot IGN'S propct goals. b addifizn i Ihe
Cisrn oA & =0 nffrer a braisd renge of 300AICNS 1D 88U & Suconsshd o,

Cleco Qptieal Solutions

The e fur 2 diency and profistiiny demands tha senios providecs Incesss senice wilosiy, density, vaiely, sid
capacily. The C<c Oplica potiolic of nateark snbdicns meets theza requiremsnts fram he meira edge. 1houph e
medra care, t the lory-lau neivark. &5 e next step o the evoiudion of IP1Oglica. nerwarking, Gisne's Optcal soludicns
28N provds

»  Gomplete paticol restorstive, Lapalegy, and enEmsson suppoct 4o raxirice 3eavis: walocty
0 Mallisevics calivery b MSXAMEZa SOrvoe dansry.

»  Edgu euppcrt 1or &7 opocal interfaces b3 madnize sarvise varety

»  Tranppor that i scalable and efdeal Lo mamize sauios capariy *arcoghaut e netwerk.

Cieio Lifscycle Suppor

Lison delives services uslng & IFacyde appreast thal car hela ION suuisesaluly mest s business coals.

The uricas & non Lifcovce Sevioss spproen o8t nas Tha renuiste ackyities ut eazh ohsse of tha nahwnrk Tferycle
ottarng 3 seracas Fameeard thet is independeat of 'Who pettorms the sewvice sdailivs—CiEud, pariers, Ir cusiamens
tienieshsa—and s1shling Talipe parties ta pravide e eappot n A ceardirated maneer. Based on neustry
bust praciiczs ard methodobpes, Gisco Liferypcke Services sligr service and supper activities aith you Lniqus DLs Ness
and tecknziogy requaenants [houghoat 1he nehwod ifacycls

Froject Management
Cieco can pravida 10N wth prajact managenenl SUEPErt *or &1 DIOREA-roiaind Aciviies,

Cisco Advitory Services

Cisco Advsny Services e Survisy Pieviders cen halp ION ceate new servives thal mest maket requenTents anc cun
he rspdly gapaysd. O sco bings alobsl sapedence and axparisa thar can he'p ICN sogad tlna-10-MBrkes &ne ereass
arofnsblity, whils sllzwing you ta facus ve L execalion of d2ivering hn new servics.

Sheuk wan tiave quesliong of neac futher sarfcanna, phasss el e 0 Sonlsct me ol 7032820411,

Mejnr Accnand Manager - US Sevice Prov dar
Clsco Systems, (.



Zito Med
1 a 611 Visde Hil Road, Couderspar!, PA 163215

Nexdogeneralion Intesnel, Daka, Yolee Nelioonks

August 13, 2009

NTIA
1401 Constitution Ave.. NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Sirs:

[ am writing o express my tull suppors tor the American Recovery and Reinvestmen: Act
Broadhand Propesal being snbmitted by [ON, the Jargest New York state fiber aptie backbhone
nelwark.

Zito Madia Communications, having the most extensive and expanding Optical fiber hackbone
in the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania believes that the intercimnection of our two major
networks would provide unprecedented rusal expansion and telecommunication capabilitics
throughout this massive Interstate region, In cencert with our own ARRA Broadband
applications (1) Northern Pennsylvania Open Access Network and (2) the Central
Pennsvlvania Fiber Ring 'raject. the combined backbones would provide rural New York and
Northern Pennsylvania with much needed nexe-gencration Broadband services for cross-border
husiness and institutional needs.

As g major serviee provider in Northern Pennsylvanin we are relying on TON 1o build and
provide the necessary inliastructure that many of owr northern businesses need new and in the
futnre. [ON pravides cost effective access to enter and compate in the market to provide
hroadound seevices threughout rural areas in New York, Thelieve ION is an essential part ol
the future of Broadbanc in New York State and tor those business in nosthern Pennsy lvania
that rely heavily on products and services in New York Stale.

ION has a mstory of neutral partnering, “coopertition™, cooperating with all carriers and
campetitors. and has proven itsell as a leader in this by estahlishing relationships with all types
of network providers (Cable TV Companies. RLEC™s, Wircless/Cellular providers. CLEC's,
and private/public entitics such as Development Authority of the North Country (DANC),
CBN Connecl. Southern Tier West, and Southern Tier Fast). Through our inlerconneclions,
both companics would be able to provide advanced competitive products and services for ous
customers. We are excited al this inlerconmection appariunity.

Sincerely.

Stave M Awernin
Vice President — Businass Devalopmeart
Z1o Madia Communizations. LLC
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The North-Eastarn Pennsylvania Telephone Company

720 Main Street, PO Box D, Foreat City, PA 18421
Phare: 570-785-313)
August 7. 2009 Fix:  570-785-9299

P l: www.nepnet

Rural Utlidy Servive
Thomas ? Jensen

USDA RDGFR

Dear Mr. Jensen;

[ am writing to express my il suoport Tor e American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
raposal being submitted by TGN, the New York state fiber optic bac chone network that
also rcacaes into North Fastern Dennsylvania,

The Rural Telephone Companies i ennsylvanis [ack aceess to compelitryely prived,
redundant Backhaul services, waich [ON will Felp resolve, Out ol pure need. and
developal on rural independent intrastructore. the coneepl ol ION came to fruition, As
you know, it bas always beer d fHeult fo make a Susiness model work for aroadbend
serviees in the rural communities of Pennsylvania and New Yorlk, but eich and every
1ON pactner compeny and quzal telephene compasy has done it for over 100 years. Whal
Detter group to run a mosthy yural stalewice Gher network ther the businesses that have
been committed to and doing husiness i rural conmunities far their entire business
fives? ‘This rural wlephone campany foundation s the stzength of TON, as we bring the
kenow-low o affer greal cusiomer sery ces reliable services, and an unparalleled
commitamert 1o serve these inique rurs! areas. 11 is o of love for our commmunities and a
lifclong pledge o serve these reral arcas tha. has sllowed roral the arcas of Pennsylvania
and New York to benefit Fom the insenuiry, creativity. and growth of oar independent
rueal phone comnanices.

It is imparlant 1o note that TON has a histery of neutral parlnering, “coopetition™.
cooperating with 2] carriers and eompetitors, @nd hus aroven selfas a ender in this hy
establishing relationships with all tvpes ol netveork providers (Cable 7V Companies,
RLECs. Wircless Cellular providees, CLEC s, anel private/public entities such as
Development Authorily ol the Nodth Country (DANCL CBN Tonnedt, Southern Tier
West, and Southern Tier Cast),




As we look at Broadband Scivices in Necth Eastem Pennsylvania and New York State,
1ON has become or will become the principal carrier of rural Brozdband traffic, and we
believe that further deve opment of I1ONs Broadband Fiber Optic Network ‘s imperative
to the econom ¢ prosperity of the State and our communities. Wilh furher development
of the [ON network. the regional carrier, quasi-governmental, and not for profit
community nelworks such as CBN Connect, DANC (Davelopment Authority of the
North Country), Southern Tier Eas! and Southern Tier West, will e able to accomplisa
their Broadband deployment initiatives. Further development o ION also gives all
Broadbard carriers in Pennsy vania and New York the ability to establish new or enhance
their current services, especially in the rural areas.

The ION network has already had a deep reaching impact on the ural economy, has
proven its solveney and sustainability. and has had a dircet impact on Broad>and
connectivity and job creation in runal Pamsylvanic and New York. It is now time to
support the enhancement of the ION network to close the gaps, provide further
redundancy and affordability, and develop additional unserved and underserved areas in
Pennsylvania and New York.

TON is the kind of project we can and skould all suppor. as it goes far to briag the
availability of Broadband to a vast amount of rural communities, It also helps drive
cconomic growth irside these communities, and offers the ability {o enhance services and

provide affordable Broacband throughout Pennsylvania and New York.

Sincerely,

.S.é;aw L\{-/;w:y«r;
Stevan D, Tousje
President

B |



Crown Point Telephone Corporation
2829 NYS Rie YN, B.6. Box 278
Crown Paini, NY 12028
Plone (5741 S97-3300 Fax (518) SY7-3004

July &1, 200

fawal (Ttility Servioe
Thowoss P Jensen
USDa RTHGTR

Tk I, Tepuers;

| mon writing to express oy full support for the American Recovary aud Romvoshnent Ack
Propwosal beimg anbrnitted by BN, the larncst Newr Yark siabke Bber oplic Sackbono
nchwork,

The Rural Telephone Companies in New York lacked access o compentivaly priced,
redundens baclhadl servizes untl M3 was born, Oui of pure need, and developed on
tural indeperd oo infrastuctac, the concept of IO came fo fmition. As won koow,
2as always boon difeult e naa'os o business noode] wortk Torbroadhand seevices noroead
TIpstale Wew Yor<, bul cash ynd every TON parlner compaty taa doma 11 [ot aser 100
yeurs Individoally and caer 1200 peans combined Whed hetber proup taorn a mnosly
=nral atatewide tibar natwiork then the brasinesses that hawe been committzd to and doing
Ansiness in rural cormmities for their entive business lbves? This nual relephone
compayy foundatior: is the strenetls of TOM, a5 we bring the know-har o offer great
customer service, Telianle servieey, and an unparalleled ereiloment W eerve these
g e Tl press, TL T ot gf Towee For dhe Swie gnd b lilelong pledpe to serve theae roral
areas thit has alfowred rezl TTpstare Wewr Yark to hanefit from the ingenoity, creatbaty,
and prawih of our iedependant meal phote compacies.

It iz important to otz that LM has A bistory of hewtral parmedns, “coopatition”™,
sooperating with 21l camiers and competotors, and has proven iteell s o leader in (his by
zstabiianing relationships with all fypes of netwerk prendders (Cuble TV Companies,
ELEC™ s, WirelsasCelllar provaders, CILEC s, und povateipubilic entitted auch a3
Develppment Autherity of (ke Notth Country (24N CBR Connect, Southern e
Went, and Scutteon Tier BasL).

Agwe look 2t Beoarband Servicss in Hew Yok State, 103 has bocome the principal
camier of miml Broad band waffic, and we boliere that further dovelopmosor of BoOW s
Broadband Fibar Optic Motwork is inperative to fhe coonoms prospenly of the Slale,
With further developrent of the TON netarork, the regmonsd carmier, guisi-govemmaented,
and not {or profl commumiiy nelwerky auch as CHN Comeect, DANC (Devealaproent
Sulborty of the Wordh Coumlry), Southern Tier Cost and Sowehern 1ler West, will be able




o awcamplish their Broadband deplovment inftiatives, Further develomnent of N alse
aives all Broadband camiers in Wew Vork e abilitye to establish nevw or enbianee their

cwureart sorvices, copeatally o e rural areas.

The T reekbwinds has alveady had 2 decp reaching impact on the wpetale Mew Yo
ecofonry, has proven Its solvency and suskdnability, und has bad a diree? Impact on
Broadband eonneativily and joh crention i reral Wew Yoek, It is now s to support the
sohanieement o the N network to close the gaps, provide finther resdundamney and
affnrdability, and desafop additional imscrved and nnderservel erews in Wew Yorke.

TOM i The Teind ol praject we can and shoafd all support as it goes fur be Tring he
weiilability of Broadband to a vast smoomt of sl commimiGes. T alsoe helps drive
geonaric growih inside these commmitics, sodd ollers the ability to enbance services ad
provide afforcable Browdbend (hroughaul Mes Yok,

fincerely,

% y% Y %

Shema Enspp-Tucey
PrresialerL
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Baval Utilicy Sarvices
Thormas [* Jensen
EeA B (3R

Thou- M Temven;

L am writing 40 expreess my full aupport far the Aaresdese Recovery and Reinvestnert sct
Peepass. seing subopimed by [O6, the Jareest Ivew Yovk stete f2er aptic backbons
netwrak,

The Faral Telephons Caarpamizes i Mew Vork lacked ueeess oo comrpel dvel y priced,
tedudent backhaul sordess unidl TON waz harm, Ol ol pure need, and deseloped om
sl independdent, nasirusirs, G cencepl ol TOY cane W lrailion. &s o ki, QL
b e lecey s heen Aol e nake o bosiness meds] wocls foe eeadband servicea in meal
Ulpstale Wew Yirl, bul esch and every 1O partnerc company has doze it for ovee 100
years itdividually aud over 1200 vears combinred. %hat better mroup to run & wostlyr
nral stavewide Zber nateork then the businesses ther have boen eonmmtted to and domg
businzsa 1a roral comrannitizs far their cotire business Mves? This miral seleplune:
eomEy foemliinm 15 O direni of TE, e owee Ting the rumsw=hasse DI Ter phaat
calpmer sarvice, Taliahle services, and un uTlpl.u'u]Il:1:::l crnamiiment W Herve Lieae
nedve rgral wreas, 100w ool Towve lior the Sate and @ lelong pledue b serve Thase -wal
areaq tiat has allowed ral Upstase Mew Yok to heiefln froon the inpemuty, crestivity,
ane arowech of oue independent mead phane companies.

Ir iz fraporrant to aote taat WK bas a history of nenneal patnerivg, “eoopetition®,
cooporaing with all sarricrs end competitors. and has prosecn dteclf as a leador in this by
catahlishing relsdonships villy ull types of ek moydors (Cable TV Companics,
RLEC s, Wireless Collular provaidors, CLEC s, and privalepublie conalles vl ws
Drevioprzent Avthorly ol dhs Mortl Coenley (TIANCY, TN Conoeel, Southeon Tier
el und Jeuthiern Tiar Tasth.

&3 we Inek o1 Proadsand Services i Sew York Stare, [OM has beeome the principa!
caeriar at' raral Beeadband teaffie, and we believe thar fathary developroent o 10OMNs
Benadbavd Fiber Opde etwork i= imperative to the coonomic prosperity of the State.
with fiwther development of the 1O notwork, ths regisna. cacrter, quast-govormnental,
and aer for profit commrmnity nedworks sush a5 CEN Comneet, DA G (Devclopmart
Authority of the Berlh Counlryl, Soulhern Tier Dusl wnd Soushorn Tier Wesl, @il be uhla
fi geonpplizn heir Browdbund depioyment imialives. Turber development ol TOM™ alsg
gives gl Brogdbend sumier in Mew Yarlk the sbiliiy tr eslublish rees or enhanee their
sutteni Aetvices, especially in the rural areas.

P ——




T TOM vebwork [19s &rcady had | desp reaching impact on the upstare MNew York
ECOMLNTY, Tk prirvan ils sl veney and sustaingliity, and has had s ditcet impact on
Broadband sennectivigy and job creation e e Yol Tiis nawe lime 1 suppor! che
erhanzemant of the 1O nermork to cloge the paps, provide farther eduredatey and
affardabifity, zre develop additionad woeerver. and underserwed areas i bew Yook,

IO 15 the kind of project we e and shonle all sippert, as it gozs far te btine the

evai lahlile of Broadband 104 vas: amount of 1oval communitics, It also helps drive
smmamic rrowih imale these comnmuniaes, snd ottas e ahility o alanss services and
pn:widn: allvmlable Thovudband ehrwgghonl Bewe Yorl,

Sinceraly

Pz 4

Bruee . Bolamsack
sl
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Tuls &, 2000

Ryl Uaility Service
Toemes P Jeasen -
1IEDA BRD (OFE

Dear Mr, Jensen:

Tam writing to capress nay full support for the Aaverican Recrsery and Renvesiment Act,
Proposal being siomited by IO, the largast MNew Yol stace fiber optic hackaone
nelwrh.

The Fursl Telaphone Companies in Wew York Jacke] aceess o competitively priced,
rechindant backhanl seoviecs wtdl DO was o Ot ac nase need, o develuped on
sl freupendent infrastoo ooz, the consepr of LON came to fiuition. As won knew, il
Lor alwiys been i Bcull @ nrake a Dastaesy roode] work for broad baael scrvices in rural
patane Bew Yook, bul each und every TON profog eomapany bas done it for over 100
yoaus individaally eod over 1209 vears coniined. Whal beiler wriup Lo run » mostly
rural siatewide Sbor notwrork then the brsinesses chat bave heeo comnmilted to und doing
brusiness in rural cormmities fio their cotre business Sves? This meal telepbiooe
company faundalion is the sleenglh of TON, ae we bing the knov-low to offer areat
euztomer arvice, reliahle services, and an wipuralleled comunitnzent to serve thoac
umique maeal arcas. It s out of bove tor the State erd 2 HTelong pledge o serve these omal
srasg that Gas allewcd noal Lpstate e Y ods to banetlt tham e ingeouily, oranlivity,
emel griveth s aur ingependsnt roral phons companics.

L iz lmportant oo poce ghat TOW has & Tdslory o e ol pyrinsning, Seoopeition®,
cooperating with all saciers and cormpelivoes, and e proees Wsellus o leader 12 chis by
warablishing rolatcensios with all cepes of reswack providers §Cahle TV Compunies,
RIFCs, WirelessCellular proveidars, OLEC"3, and private/public entines surb w
Drevelppmenl Auhomly of the Morth Codntry (DANC, CEXN Coonect, Smaharn Tier
Wean it Sirullier Tier Tagty,

Adwa laak a1 Broadband Sereices 1 ew Fark S, T has beeorne the: prined pal
carrzer of razal Broadband ralTic, arnd we heliewe thal, Crther devielopment of IOK's
Broadband Fiber CGpic Metwork is hnpesative wothe seonomis progpecly of e State,
with firther desvelopment of “he IO natwodr, the regianal carrier, auasi-gasmnnental,
and nod for prefft commuainy networdles aoch o CON Crnmeet, ARG {Devofopmont
Antporitr of the Morh Count), Seuthern Tier Fast and Sttt e Tier Weasl, will be gl
2 secowyplish ther: Broadband deployient initaivas, Dwther develigrrent o TOM glsa
gives all Brozdbare carrices in Mew ¥ oel the ability Lo esuabdiste new or enhanee the'r
LrTeni servioes, tepotally in the noral sreas.

The Margarchville Telephone Compony  “Your Commumications Poriner”
Pt B 600 50 Swiond Streed Mavporeidils few Yok 12455 (B3] 254-33FF  Fow (545 38584050  atcBootsioll nef




The 1M mistverirls has wlresdy ad aodesp vechicge impact G the opstate Nowr Fark
aconmny, had peoven e wplvenoy wnd sustginebalily, s bee el g dizecl mpast oo
Broadband connectivity cod joby creadons o cocal Mew Fodk Toia ooe Bimes 30 supparl. the
anhancement af the [OM cetwosls fa cloge the oms, provide Turher radundynay ynd
affordahilicy, and develep acfitoonal unsevved and underserved mreas in New Y.

TEFS i 1w kol of grojeot o can and shonld all support, az 1t poes far to briae the
avaibaility of Breadbrud to o wost soount of mova! sonvonnitics, 10 also kelps diive
euamommic prowth ingde These compuonibies. and offers the ability te slianoe serviecs aod
previde attordabla Beoadhand Meooghoud Rew ¥ark.,

Sircorcly,
#ﬁm
Gleo Ianlkoer

(Fenarsl Manaper
Maregarctvil lz Lelephane Co,




Rl Ttility Scrvics
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The LN natwors hes aiteady had & deep rewching impact on the upstats Now
York economy, hes peoven fis sobvoney aml sustainabibity, and s bad a diveet impuet o2
Firoadhand canmectivity and joh ersatian o meal Mew Yurk, I is now time w suppert the
enhancement of the KFY netwark o closs the gups, provide fiorthe:r r=Cusdancy and
afferdalility. ard develop addidonal tmserved and underserved areas in New York,

L0 is the kind of project wo cin amd shonld all swpppor, as il goes far to ooy the
wvailobility of Broadhand b a vast atnouent of pural eonrmwsizizs, Lt also belps drive
aronammie groeth ingids these communtivas, and siTers the ability to snberce sereices and
provide afordabla Broachand hrougt ol News ¥ ok,

Bincercly,

Mohry pi gt

Hiper W Ruppert
President
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Rumul TIal Ly Service
Thomas P Jensen
UsDA B0 (GFR

ear M, Jepsan,

T s wribiny (o cxpress my full suppocd for he Amenom Rocovoy and Roinvestment Act
Frapadul heing subimitied by TOR the areesl ew York sigle fiber opic backboe
nedwoels.

‘Ihe Bural ‘Taleahonz Companiss in Mew Yaork lacked aocess o camperitivaly priced,
redurdant backlhaul services witi] LOM wras bon. Our of siee nzed, and developed oo
il indepencent infrastmicture, the concep: of IO cane to frition. As vou koo, it
lias aways bean difficult to make a business medel worl: for breadhand services in mral
| petate Maw York, but cach and cvery 0N pariior corapsty has done it for over 106
wears indivichrally and owver 1200 weavs comabined, What better zoup to mn 3 mostlsy
mural staiewide fber netrark then the businesses that 2ave been conmuttad o and doiz
huzimess in rursl comnmuor ilies lw therr erdire hushess Tivas? This noral telenhooe
earrpuny [undalion i the strecigch al WO, s we bring (he krswe-how 1 a e ureal
cuslomer service, reliahle sevices, and an wnparallelel commilmenl & serve ihese
nnique mral areas. Iris out of lava far the State and a lifeloag pledees to gerva thege raral
avens that has allowsd rral Upstate New Yol to benefit from the inzemury, creativity,
and provth of our independ e amal phete companice,

Tu s imgporl vl ko e shal, TON hays & histore of neural parinenng, “soopetition™,
caaperaling wilh all carviers and competiters, and has nroven el Ay v Teeder w 1Fs by
egtablizling relatianzhiprs with all cipes ol neveotl prosviden: (Cuble TY Companies,
RLELT s, Wircless Callalar providars, CLBC, and privale'public @ollies such es
Developmant Authotity o the Noeth Couniry (DANC), CBN Connect Soulhetn Tier
West, and Sovrhern Tier Enat).

As weloak ot Breachand Services i New Yook Soate, 10N has hecome the priceipdl
carrier ol rury, Thoadband trattie, and we believe that furcher desalepment ol J0M's
Broadband Tiber Optic Metweork is imparative to the economic prosperity of the State.
With faoher development of the [0 network, -ha regional carrier, quasi-geverumental
and not for profit somrmmity networks such a3 CBN Conncet, DALT (Development
Muthority of the MNorth Country), Southsa Tier East and Southen Licr YWest, will bz ablz




11 deromplish their Broadband deplovient jnitiotives. Further developrnent of FOO alse
gives all Broadbaod savriers i Mew Yook the ability to estallisl: newr or cnbianse thely
curent serviess, capacially in the noul aroas,

The EO pebworl: has alrcady had 8 decp reaching tmpast oo the cpstats Mow Yo
coanormy, [as provan ity solvensy o susiomabi iy, and has haad wodireel inopagl gn
Brocdbomd eennzctivity and job craarion inmeal Mew Yark It iz now time to snspam the
entiancement of the [OM nemwork o close the gape, provide fnthar redudan oy and
afferdabilily, ad develop addivoal wnse-ved and undeservad aeas 0 New Yok,

T i the Kimal vl pregec) we can eml showeld wlf supporl ws 30 poes G b bong the
avallebility of Broadbacd to a wast amownr of meal conomnitics. [2 alss helps diive
coocn:ic wrawth inmds theae commecifics, and offors the ability to ananes scrvices and
pvide o Gordable Broadhard throughoot New York,

Sinzaraly,
- ] '
. o s
rasgetin 4 bochec

hlaqomie K. Rexker
President and Ceneral “anager
I'has Middlebwgh lelephone Company
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Foural THility Scivize
Thamus T Jenzu:
TTaDARTIGITR

[rza: Wir, Jen=en

TEr7 wating to espress imy Tl supgert o Lae Amerdcm Roeovery aad Refaveatnent Act
Prapesal beimg submitled Ry 103, e larges, Sow Yook aale ke oride hackhone
coraorl

The Rl Telephone Comaparics in New Tork lacked access fo cotuperitively aciead,
rafdurelang haslhaul sereives wnli] IO veas born, O of pure need, eac dovelopee o
mral ivdepeadect ftestzueiore, the comeepl ol TO™ smoe be Tuifion, As von koo, it
has alweys baer difficit o melee a bosiness moded werl for browdbmd services 1o nural
Lastaie Mowr York, bur each and every L0 parner corasany has done it fre oves 100
woars d vidually and over 1000 years combined, ‘¥hat beter craup to o 2 ewoatly
il 2lieedde Aoy naveaik than toe aosineases that keve acen cotur *red to awl clainp
Tl hess T comemomiGies e hedr cno busicess lives® This moral toloploce
conpiury Foundetiam s e amength al TOM, ag we boce b lmes~how to offor ercat
custamer sarvice, reliable services, and en unprlm”i:l-:d cammilmezal 1o serne 1ese
Tnigns IirsL areas. 1t 3s outof love far the State sod o litelosg pledge 0 sevve these curl
arzas that has allowwed mral Upstatz Neews Yeovk 0 bensfis fhomn the inpaoaity, erenivity
and growt of our indeponcent naal phooae sompanics.

IU i frrzacruan Lo msile U-nl TOM has g hislory of newital perlaerng, Sesspeitior”,
cooperating wih all zaeziers and comperitnes, and T priceen el as o Tewla oo his by
camallaling relat:oagiips with ol vypes of nsuwork providers (Cuales 1Y Camnpumies,
ELEC?s, Wircless/Cellular providers, CLEC 5, and privatafublic entitiss such as
Dexelapmet dutherty of the lorh Conphy [DASC), T8N Comeecr, Sontser Tler
Wisdl, &g Souchern Ticr Eazt.

a1 awtSEVETTE B

ARWMSTEUNG TELEFHONE COMPANY
134 "300IT STRZET « ADDIES, MY D7RG
LRTATEERLD - FAM BT 353.F70G
armrgitrengtelephonc.com




£ e Tnak gl Beowdand Seevices in Few Forh Stele, TOM has beeoone the principal
carfer ol sl dreedhand lrallic, and we believe tha farther developmenr of LOK s
Lvaclaand iner Cmie Metivark is i paestive 1 the ceororie proaactivy of the Srate,

e it finther devzlopracnt af the 127 nomwocls, vac rogionsl carder, oomsi-goveameantal,
and not oy poofit eornondty nehsorcs sush sz CBY Corereel, T2k Meyel oz
Authorly ol the Movh Comired, Soncherr Tier Ty arc Sowlen Tie West, w1l be able
a2 aaporalish Dedr Arondaand dep opmec, mitaive:, Further develapreat o8 1O 2280
gives all Troechand carmiers ic ™ew York the ahility o est=blish 2ew rr sobance thelr
CUHEN: services, especially in the mual arezs,

The W0 netwearls las alveady bad & coep reachicg impact on the pats Mow Yok
COOTOTLY, DAS proval it solvency and sustainzbilily, and has hadl & diree! imnecl an
Drosulbacd wonnsciivily acd job ersulion i ocumd Mew Fuzc Tiis mow Line e soppoct e
e meetrend el e TOW =eteik te close tha gaps, peesdde further echarclancy acc -
alTordabiliy, and develos additional veeseve. and wiclzeserved areas in Mew Yol

[0 iz the ind ef projoss we can &ad showd all suppaer, w2 10 wass Gir Lo Orny the
availamlity of Broadhand o oaovasl amowml, of vara] commoniies, 10 2lso helps deive
poonrmis grovedh Tngids these coramuomitiss, and @D e abilits o enhance tarvices and
provide wlTusdeble Threchad throwphout Mess Vorl:

Sircerely,
- % Pveskd

Clemere] Womugsr
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[ am amiticp o expeess my ful” sumaert far the An-crean Revovery and Beigugstiment At .
Prepsian bolng subiriued by LON, (e largest Mew York state [Frer optic backbhons |
netweoek.

The Bura Telzphonc Comosanies in Saw York lacked secess to corel i yely priced, .
tedwdynt bacliun sorviccs wnlil O was hom, O aof pmre weed, and deveioped on |
rueal indepond et inltstueture, the SOLCCPT O TOPY came To ITuirdon As e koew, 17

has always heen difficult 1o mnake o husiness model wark Sor brnchand services i riral

Upstace Mew Yark, but each and every 10M paner company bas done 1t for ever |00 !
wears individually and over " 200 vesrs combined. W hat hetsr EROUD b Tun & moslly |
eore] statewvide liber network thex the businesses ‘st have been commited f and doing
business i pural corrmunities Rer ilwir cptive business Lves? This rural telephone
coimnpery Smndation is 1he srangif: of IOMN, 25 we brng the know-mowr to ol Ter groat
euztaner serviee, reliable sorvices, and an wopaallelal comminmen! 1o serve s i
Jnigze suea ureas, o is ol of Jove far tbe Sate and a lifeiong pledus (o save these roral |
urenz it has allowad meal Tosuts Mew York to baozlil o the ‘ngemuIty, crealivily,

and grawta of cur independent el phane vonparies. ) .

It i Tnporiant 1o sk (et LON bas s Bistory of neotral pEfmering, “eoapeliim”, |

cocperaling with ail cariers and competi o, ansd by provee itsel fas 5 seader n. this by :

sstabisling weladonzhips will all types G EE WO providers (Cuhle TV Chinparic,.

RLECTs, WikdessCollwge prifiidars, CLECs, and privaiepubic erilios such as

D lopment Ayt of te Woth Coumey (TAMNC), G Comest Sauther Ter

el umid SDEI}IETT' Ticr Haat).
-

W aaryandwestpart,com .
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Agwe look at Beoedband Senaces in e Tork Swate, OB hes becams the principal
serrier of raral Broadband 1raniis, and we believe that uther develsprent o LM ‘5
Broadhand Frher Optie Metwork = imperativa to the cconomic presperity of the Stare,
With urther develepmasmt oF the IO neteerk. D regienal carmier, quasi-govemnerms],
“amel A or pepAL o mramily netwurks such s RN Coneesd, TIANG (Mevelapmemt
Autheriy ol e North Counlbry), Soutiern Tier Bast and Southem Tier West, will be able
to accotiplish their Brazc Hunﬂ'd&p]mm&nt iitiatives. Torher developrrent ol TOMN alas
b gives A ljjmadband L,EL"HET% iy Mew’ York the ability to establish cew or enhance their
l:un -4,1: 3""31@“ c=p l:-mlJv the ‘mral 51-.;13 v

sk Ty : ! G Ten ety 1 II.]1'|:IdR‘T, o the vpstats Mew York
L ..,J.m-.mﬁ_,v._ T_ s P enil gosemey Amd:siftndbiling amd hus had w direet ingast on
Rroadband connectivity il jub ceation in rurs] Kew Fork, T is now Gme o support Qe
erhancemant of the T retentls I clnse the paps, proavide forher redundaney and
afiordability, arid detalap addtional nnserved and tncerserved areac in Mew Yark,

TR 25 chies Lird el prois
availability of Tovachar i I i
eceuomic crowth inside thess” l:-:umnu.nu..s -fid: atlers rth &l |:!II||t‘. h:u .Enlmru.:# qerw.-.‘.-t. and
provide affordable Broadband tl".rn:vup,hc-ut Méwr hnk S : :

Jireemgy,

f_mes]mtler [ '

Chazy & Wespom lelephore Corp.
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Fural Utility Seevice
Thizmaa P Jengen
TISDA R GFR

Diezr kit Jemgem;

1 am wiriling 10 ewpress my izl support for the Americen Recovery and Remyestment A
Fropoaal being submitted by [ON, the largest Wew Park atats Ther opatic Tackboos
natwork

The Rural Telephone Companies in Naw York lncled access to competitively priced,
rejundant beelthper] services wonl IO wes born. Ot of pure need, and developed on
tural indzpendent infastroetors, the concept of TON came o Tuition. As wou know, it
has always been difficult 4o meke & business odel wark for broadbimd gervices in rural
Upstate Mew Yok, T egceh pnd every TONW portner company has done it for over 104
weard iekividyally wnd over 1200 yeans combined What better group to ran a mostly
1ol setevrine fibar netwrork then the usmesses that bave bren commooitted to aed Coime
b eas in mwal comenities for their cotine Tusineas liveat This il welephons
commparey foundatiom 15 the stremszth o TOM, sy e Breing The ktune-Toes o otTer s
customer servise, Teliable serviges, gul o umperallelad cofrrmiment Lo serve these
uriigue rural ereas [Uis oot of love fior the St and a lifelang plodee to serve fhese mral
areas that has aflowed mirat Upacate New York to benetit trom the § mgcm.lltj.r, creau'ﬂq.f
end growth of our independernt ruval phone senmpanics.

It is intportam to note that JON haa & history of nequral parinering, “coopetilion”,
conperaing with ali camiers nd commpetons, frid has froven ielfan o leader @ thin hy
eslafilishmtg refationsips wilh il types of versark prosiders (Cable TV Companies,
RLECs, Wirelege/ Cellulay providers, CLEC s, and pivacepublic entithes such as
Dencloepment Authority of the North Country {DANC), CEN Conncet, Southorn Ticr
West, and Sewthern Tier East).

Ag e look st Broadbend Services in MNew York State, JON g become the prncpal
eeprier 3T rra ] Broadhnd tratfic, and we Delieve thal. further devalopment of TR
Brigdband Fiher Opnie Mepwark i irvmetidive (o (e econninie prosperity of the Some.
WL further developrent of the LON sewsworl, the regionsl caier, quast-governnwntat,
g 10t for protit cosurnmity networks such og CBIY Connect, DANC [Development
Aarchority of the Morth Countryl, Sonthore Ticr East and Smrthemn Tier Weai, »All be abic

Fimizne Trlrphone Cnrp. « Bmmcs bona, Wistanoe « Bnpire Aocess s Enpicg Yiceo »« Planned Alert ine.
LR R T BN IR T AT
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Aswe Yook at Heeackand Serviees in Mewr York State, 10 has becotne the principal
carricr of ural Broadbend traffic, and wo belicve thar further develapiment of 10
TBrogdbhand Fiber Opie Mebwork 35 moperaive 1 the ceonomis prospenity of the Svatc.
W fueriler develannenl ol the TN network, the repon gl camien, quagi-govermental,
and not for profft somnunity netwrerks gaci ar CBN Comieet, DANC {Developmest
Aapthority of the Worth Comntry). Southern Tisr East and Sonthern Tier West, will be able
161 aeeitpligh thet Broadbund deployment mitiatives. Fuorther devecloprocrt of [0 also
grved all Troadbmd careien & New Tork the ghilitr o establizh new or cuhance their
et services, caprcially in the mrel areas.

The 10N network has adready had g deep reaching ivazact on the npstate Kew Yark
ecomomy, Wes proveen ts aolvercy and guslainabiity, smd hug had 8 diremt fapact on
EBroadband coonectivity and job creation o noal New Yool 102 tgny e [ suppuorl (e
enhanecrent of the 10N network to closethe paps, provide finber redundancy el

affirdablity, ard develop addibunal vnserved and wnderserved ancas In Bew York,

TON is the kimd of project we ean and shon'd all seppost, ea it goes far v bingg the
availahility av Draadhand ks o vast wmount. ol turs: sommmnitics. It alsa helps drive
eccnomic frow it imide these epnmnumities, wnd ofies the ability to cohancs scrvices and
pruvide alfordable Broadband thronghow New Yok

Sineerely, e

- e I:
Brian Keichiun
¥ i President
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LDrear Me. lenzen,

T e wrilTag o vapress way fl] sport frr the American ecovary and Reisvegiten Acl
Propusal being submickad Tay TOR, the Targest Now Yorl: state fiber ootc backaone
el

The Unear telephene Cocsnies in Kew York leche] teeess by compeitively priced,
rodundant backlanl servaces me] [0 wrzs Brwn O0nr sf pure resd, and deseleped o
mrzl dzper dend nTastrocins, the coneept of LOM came w0 fruitiom, Ax vou ke, i
hitg bl heen i el to make & bosiness noedel weaok for oadband services 11
Tlpslale Wew Yor, kol eseh o cviny TR partuer sompany has done 2 Soe aeee 10
years individuale and aver D200 e combired. Whar Setor grovp Yo mna mastly
razal ssateside fisee nelwotk ther the busizessey thae have besn eonumiteed tooand deing
“miglzess inomiral cocusndtics for thetr entite business lives? This ramal t2lzphone
campams fordubion is the secngth of 1004, az e being the foows how 1o olTer greul
Gl 0T setvics, re el e servizea, wnd suoucpacallelsd conuiboe oo serve iese
Jodepae ral arsas, Mk colol e o the 82t and o Hstoag aladgs oo sarve tlese mical
arsas that ko ellrwed 1ocal ©ipaale Mewe Yook o enshe ttom the ngencity, creativice,
aned groseth ol o indeperdens Toml 00w conpmies,

[iia dmprtanl o nace il 70N hes a Slairy o Treabw] prirnarie s, Ceoapesicien”,
coceratiig with all easzvs and zranpetioes, aml has v el sy s leadae zntais by
v ahlishing relulioe aips with al' bypus of eswors neovidars 1Cable TV Companies,
BRI, WireleeaCell dlar priveilens, OT B0, ane] privaledpublic caridas soch zs
Lrevrelopmant Aahosity of Lae Mocth Cauntley (DANCY, CTI Commes, Southam Tior
Woaz and Feutsern Lo Pasd.

Az we lock st Broadband Scrvices in New Youk Szare, LOM Las becorme the aineipul
carmis o8 tural Bresdberd afle, and we belicve thet fasther develapiant ol TGN

B el Fiker Opiie Nevwock, is cmpesative so the coonoeic prosperity cf the Slale.
WA further developrnent of the MOM getseark, the cegiona. caiier, ©uasi=-goverumnzal,
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and nat far profis coonmmnins aotworks seeh s CENW Comnet, TARNC I heyelopongnd
Aoty of M Marth Coomieyp, Soullermn Toor Tes and Southe s Tler Wesl, winl he able
by seeamplish heir Broadbad deplaement snitiatives, Forher deveonmest 3210 a0
pives a3 Broscbaned carviers in boew Yol che aailoty to cstablish sew o eobanze their
swTent sarvices, capecially i rurel sreas, R C

The: 10T netwenrk: he 1 alveeidy Bad a deen renshirs impact o the opstate Mew Vel
goomazy, hae prosesn i snlveney and suztainzbliey, and has bad o crsect mpact on
Brroaulhen:l cormectivivy and job crearien iy mral Nesy vock, Tt s now time te sujpaott the
snhzrcemeant of the 108 neiwouk 1o closs the gaps, rovide further redand ey ol

a¥Erdebilivy. and dosrzlop scdifiona] vnssrved snd underseevesd erews e Bew Yok

LM s the ke of pajest we cim ord slnschl all supaot, a5 e goes 1w bring te
avalab iy o Timaendd 4 wesl ancwel o ruLal camezaaitics, Iradsa kel s ceive
seonnic prodti inside these semnnnitics. and offits the wil sy tomshanee govives and
pravide affsrdzlle Broadband Hroughoul W ¥ork,

Simaenedy,

hgark B, Byt
Prasidort 0
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Doy T, Tormen,
|z wriding ie exprzss iy foll support for th: Acienzan Reccvory and Roimvestnent Al

I'eapascl being sabidted by L, che fyriee Meva Yoeode stz aer ognic mackbooe
sz,

TOM s el sl eomiafrustian comfasies and has invasted in a lmee amennt of
inlusruelers ol lecinical corrporents to develep theie netweerk, Thiz has halpad
supps ol e ol ecanonry, retain and cocate jobs, and devzlop a much-needed broodban:
intrassmetrs i aneas where thare s Jtde o no serviees aeailalie, TON has wippsrlad
ot co pany and contires v support us wengh Cwer v doeselipmznl oed znowth,

Avwen ook ul Browdbamd Bervices o Mew York Stale, it is apparent teat 00 i3 the
prineipel carres ol reral oadband tea ffis, and | belicre that forther development of
TOR "2 Beeadbend Viber Optie Iemwodl iz imperetive to the seonamie prosporily ol thae
slale. Weith duthae develspuz of the TON nobeark, dhe regfomal cacer, cows-
sovermental, and ot for profit eomsmiey bk wch s CH™ Correcl, AN

s evelopment Authzny of The Moot Counlry. Soothers Tuwee g and Sowheen Fies
Wast, will be able 1o secoir plish theiz Loondband deplosicent initintives, = weher

e oprenl L T ulse wives 0l Troadbion] cartizes in Mew ¥ors e abilify to
wsbela i row s enthamce st cune )t servicss, eapesially o the oural awess.

IO s e bisd ol peaject we ea and shonld all scpport, o it mees At o bring ihe
enlebllity of draadband to a vaze amews: of moral eosonunitios, T alse helps dnive

zrd e e prEawe ingce thoss commmniies., gad offers the abilily b eshance servives and
provids affordabic Broadbard fbronghom e W,

Aoy,

_77—‘;:{4"1% '

Tnsnas | Fllz
Wice Mresident
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Fural THility Se1vice
Themas P Tensca

UEDa Fure] Deveiopmen,
b Tngland Begia

Lear Mz Jepzen:

I o wembing o cxpross my supporl oe the Amaricss Retovery and Seinvesmrenl Ao
Proprsal being daomitled by TOML the lurgest ™ew Yorma Stale Foer optic beckoone
nelwiim.

It has helped szvice providers to epan and expand broadband scrvicss throngh Mons
Yok Srate, Peunaylrania and Voo, IO has invested mremly inoity s Fragtrughue in
order o develip il nstwark aoross the weegrapba. Tils has helaed suopor ve Tocal
eernihny, melath and ereale jobs, nel develep a mech-needed broadbanel infrasnuerie i
aress whese there is little or oo savices avaiable. FOM has supaormed our company and
gontizucs to supportus through thzir own development and gowi.

TOR s & principal ca=ier of -oral Broadhand traffiz, and 7 helieve that ewpansian of
1OR7s Booadbal Fider Cptic MNerwork is necezsaey o belpiecp to faster economic
prospotity in che sates of boew Yook, Pennsvlvanie and Yerment,  With further
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Communications

Public Safety Building

172 Co Highway 33W
Cooperstown, New York 13326
Phone: (607) 547-5351

Fax: (GOT) 547-T529

August 10, 2009

Jim Becker

Independent Operators Network
B0 State Street

Suite 700

Albany, New York 12207

Dear Jim,

Having the opportunity to attend your presentation in Binghamton a few months ago I
understand your project and suppert your application for your grant to provide access to
unserved and underserved areas through many of the counties in upstate New York
mcluding throngh Otsego County. Every day we see an increased need for access to high
speed reliable broadband at an affordable and reasenable cost.

Otsego County iz also applying for stinmlus funding to provide access to un-served and
underserved areas of the county where your build may not cover. Our project could close
gaps and provide a backfill to a proposed new Public Safety Communications system and
provide a network for inferoperable commumications.

T am excited about the large fiber network you have already and this tremendous potential
for what this build could accomplish for New York state especially where economic
growth and educational opportunities are concermed.

Together our efforts could provide services to many mral locations.

IfI can be of any further assistance please contact me at 607-347-7330.

Sincerely,

Foy Althiser Jr.
Otsego County E-211 Coordimator





