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March 11, 2010

Asslstant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.5. Departmeant of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus
Funds Application

Dear Sir,

Pantiac School District #429 is excited to express our full support for the high-
speed broadband project being proposed through the ICN Broadband Stimulus
Funds Application. We as a school district are eager to join such a project that
will deliver exceptional network access to the commadity Internet, while
providing high-speed access to other local entities In our community and
surrounding area.

For many years our community has been underserved In the area of
networking. While being part of the successful 1-55 corridor communities, we
have unfortunately not been able to establish a large network build-out in the
Pontiac area due to our physical location. The ICN project brings a breath of
fresh air to our school district and our community which will allow for
technologies that were previously unavallable.

As we support ICN we envision technologies being able to provide metropolitan
type access to our school’s FTEs and student body. Due to a multi-building
layout, our network access from site to site is very expensive which has lead
to a limited experience in the area of technology. If deployed the ICN project
would allow our students and staff to have access to a collaborative shared
networks, centralized SAN storage solutions, and provide bandwidth intensive
Intemet based online learning technologies that are currently out of question.

We believe that this collaborative effort through ICN is exactly what aur region
has needed for some time. While distance separates our local communities we
are all faces with increased budgets, increased expectations, all the while
continuing to lose what we are all here to do; which is provide the groundwork
for a path to excellence,

I urge the deciding council to choose the ICN project as it will bring the future
to our doorstep.

Michasl McCabe
Director of Technology
Pontiac CCSD £429
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Janomy 21, 2018

Graup for CTREN LLC
Seott Geiwag, Director of Teleommunications and Wetworkmg, [SU
CIREN LLC

ToCREN LLC & Co-Applicents:

Poniiae School Dislriet #4298 §s exeited to express oue full support for the high-
speed hroadbaid project being praposed through the CIREN (Central Minois

_ Regional Brondband NehworkYTLC, We as aschoal district are cager (o join

such a project that will deliver exceptional netwaork access te the conunadity
Tngernet, while peoviding high-mpeed actess to other Macal enfilies in auy
cammunity and surrdunding arsa,

For many years o cammumty has béen underserved i the avea of networking.
While bieing pav) ol the sycedssful [-55 corridor communities, we have
vrilorivnately not been shle (o establish a Jarge nelwors build-oul in the Pontiac
drea due lo our physical logaticn. The CIRBN prolect brings o breath of fresh aiv
to our sehoai-digtricl and our cammunity which will allow for leelinelogies Hla
were previcnsly unavaitable.

Aswe suppot CLREN we emfjsmal'te:s]ﬁmlogjes being able to provide
metropolilan type access (o our school's TTEs and student bady. Dhie 10 a muili-
building liyaut, our nebwork acesss teon slic tosis is vory cxpensivas whicl Les

lead fo a linited experience inthe aréa-of toghnology. If deployed the CIRBN

praject would aliow our studenis-ant. staff o have access 1o a collaborative
shared networks, centralized SAN stordge solutions, and provide bandwidth
intenzive Internct based onlitie learning fechnologics thatare currentty out of the
guestion,

We beiieve that this collaborat ve effert trough CIRBN is exactly what eur
région has peeded for some time. While distanet scparates out locuf
solmmuities we are all faced with increased budgefs, increased expectations, all
e whide cantinming to fose what we are all héve to-do; which.is to provide the
greuzidwark for a patly to-excetlence. '

Lurge the deciding couneil 10 chepss: CIRBN st will bring the future jo our

‘doarstep.

Sincerely,

Bosed of Edujcation

P T gl e Y o



PONTIAC TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL

1140 MOlkA AVENUE
PONTIAG, ILLIMCAS 61764
Fiiene £15-844-6113

march 8, 2018

Group for CIRBN LLC
Scott Genung, Director of Telecormuaications and Networking at Iliincis State

Universily
Dear CIRBN LLC sod Co-Applicants,

I am writing this letter 1o support of the CIRBN Broadband Stimulus Grent Application.
T asn the Technology Coordinator at Poniiac Twp. High Scheol Bistrict 30. Pontiac Twp.
High School is a 9-)2 diatrict serving around 850 students and around 120 faculty and
staff members. The county career cender is alsa physically attached to the high school
where it serves Pontiac Twp, High School students phus avouid 150 students fror area
schools in Livingston County. Pontiac is a community of 12,000 people located in
Central Ilinois.

We curzently have an 1 iME fibor connection to Illinois Centiry Netwnrk. Though
Tntemet nesge in the District grows continwally, our options for increasing bandwidth to
meet our needs are still limited and cost prohibitive. Not only does onr Iitemet usage
grow, in¢ types of resources and acfivities we need to aceess, including sirearning video,
Tequire greater and greater bandwidth. The bandwidih that will be made possible under
CIRBN would significantly impact fae cducational opportunities that we can pravide our
students.

Pontiac Towneiip High School Distriet 50 supports the CTRBN Broadband stirtulus
arant propossl and we look forward to the possibilities it can provide to our District. If]
can be of any assistance in advancing CIRBN’s application for broadbend stimulus
fonding, please contact me at 815-844-6113 or by emuil at kravsea@pontiac.ki2.1.us.

Sincerely,

U Mpauae

Amy Frause
Technology Coerdinator
Pontiac Twp. High School District 20




Pana Community Unit School Dist. No. 8

|4 East Main Street TELEPHONE: 217-562-1500
PO Box 377 FAX: 217-362-1501
Pana, 1l. 62557

3/8/2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

I’'m writing you this letter to express my support for the State of Illinois’ broadband stimulus
grant application. | am the Technology Coordinator for Pana Community Unit District #8. We
currently employ about 300 staff and serve 1500 students. Our community is comprised of
primarily rural lower income residents. The population of the community is slightly under 6,000
residents according to the 2000 census. Due to our relatively isolated location the community
and school district is left with few acceptable options for high speed Internet service. A publicly
funded fiber optic network brought to our community and school district would provide a much
needed boost in competition and choice regarding Internet Access.

Pana has fiber optic cabling laid through the community but it does not directly serve this
community. The local phone company, lllinois Consolidated, uses it for backhaul purposes. They
are not willing to provide direct fiber optic service to the community or school district at this
time.

Rural residents in the north or south Pana Township are out of range for cable or DSL Internet
Access. The FCC’s ruling that allowed Telco's to not serve rural areas with DSL service combined
with the lack of Cable Internet to rural customers has been devastating to this community.
Rural residents are left with choosing between Dial-Up or Satellite Internet. Neither solution is
acceptable from a price or performance stand point.

il of FBiluesbiinn i facipnils

Dr. David R. Lett, Superintendent
David Dively, Assistant Superintendent



Pana Community Unit School Dist. No. 8

TELEPHONE: 217-562-1500

14 East Main Street
FAX. 217-562-1501

P.0). Box 377
Pana, 1. 2557

Pana School District currently has an annexed school located a few miles East in Tower Hill
lllinois. This school lies in a community with a different Cable provider vs what is available in
Pana. Due to this incompatibility our remaining option for high speed Internet is the local
phone company monopoly, llinois Consolidated. The emergence of widespread rich media
delivery technology in our classrooms via smart boards, projectors, etc. has leapt over our
ability to provide the network bandwidth necessary to serve those needs. We believe prices
would decrease and speeds would increase if we had even one suitable alternative. The
community would be better served with an expanded choice in Internet Providers.

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois” application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at 217-562-6533 or by email ssavage@panaschoaols.com

Sincerely,
L AD o R
£ /J.‘.’ /)f o // S

Scott Savage
District Technology Coardinator

Dr. David R. Lett, Superintendent i gy
David Dively, Assistant Superintendent g :
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Twesday, March B, 2010

Broadband Techmolowy Opportunilies Program
Depariment of Commearce
Washington, D.C.

: To Wharn 1t May Coneern

With anticipation and hape for the fulure, I am writing an behalf of the Olympia
Community Unit School District Mo, 16 to express my support of the Cenmral Nlinois
Regional Broadband Network project (CIREN).

The Clympia Schoal District encompasses eight communities spread across 377 squarte
miles in central Hlinais. Our rural District reliss heavily upon the comnmunication leiks that

{ technology provides, For example, our microwave/wireless WAN and VoIP phone system
§ sives us reliable and cost-cifoctive phone communication between our school buildings

wlich stand miles apart.

Though internet usage in the Distriel grows continualiy, our options for tcreasing
Eanchwichh 1 maet our needs ave il linited and cost prohibitive. Mot only does our
internet usage grow, the types of resources and activilics we nead to access, mcludmg

{ sheaming video, require preater and greater bandwidth. The bandwidti that will be mads

possible under CIRBN would sigrificantly impact the educational opoortuniiies that we ¢an
provide am smdents.

Alsa of interest (0 me arc the potential benefits our communities and families could gain,
hany of the hores in our Thstrict have dial-up as their only connectivity aption, With the

B development that CIREXN could foster, commercial providers would show greater interest in

exntending high-speed access 10 the unserved and underserved meombers of the Olympia
COINTIUNILY.

L support the CIRBX grant proposal and look forward to the passibiiitizs il can provide W
sy District and the people il scrves,

sincerely,

._ Brad & Hatahivon

Brad K. Hutchison
Supetintendent

OLYMPIA: A4 Tradifion of Excellience in Education
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Murphysboro Community Unit
School District No. 186

March 12, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Minois Cenfury Nelwork Broadband Stimulys Funds
Applicalion

Cear Sir,

Murphysbore CUSD #1886 is pleased o offer support to the State of {llinois' broadband
stimulus grant application.  Qur school serves 2000 students and allows other entities to
attach to our existing network, including the Cily of tMurohysbaro, the Regional Office of
Education, and Tr-County Special Education Cooperative. Al are located in Jackson
county linois, as rural county in downslate Winois. This project provides the hope for
much lower casts for connectivity to high-speed network resources, including the Infernet
by allowing a middle mile transport on the network andfor providing tast mile transport o
the Iocal cammunity,

Addilional bandwidth would allow indusiry to be more open 1o coming into our compmunity
where we have few businesses lefl. The local school district is now the largest employer in
our sommunity. Right now, the cosls associated with middle-mile and last-mile transport
are so high that no ene will even consider bringing a lechrology based company into our
Lommurity.

The increased bandwidth will allow a more level playing field for all of education, but wili
also allow us to work cooperatively sharing resources af a great distance.

It 1 can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Winois’ application for broadband
stimulus funding, please confact me a2l 518-684-3781 or by emal at scarrington@mhs.org.

Steve Caitingto

[i]
Chief Information Officer

Hame of Murphy Pride, John A Logan, Apple Fastive!

TOTRL P.21



Mulberry Grove Community Unit School District No. 1

B0O1 W, Wall Streel
Mulberry Grove, IL 62262

Unit Office (618) 326-8812 Elementary (618)326-8811 High Schoolir, High  (618) 326-8221
FAX (618) 326-8482  FAX (618) 326-8482 FAX (618) 326-7504

March 12, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

We here at Mulberry Grove Community Unit #1 are interested in and in total support of
the Ilinois Century Network and its application for funding through the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program. This type of program is needed to assist small rural
districts as ours to offer the same opportunities to our children.

Please contact my office if you have any questions.

Respectfully,

e
i A7 A,
¥~
Michael Gauch
Superintendent

Mulberry Grove Community Unit #1



MOUNT ZION HIGH SCHOOL

305 South Henderson « Mount Zion, IL 62549

Darbe D. Brinkoetter Gregory L. Bradley
Superintendent Principal
217/864-2366 217/864-2363
FAX 864-2200 . FAX 864-5815

March 12, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

The Mt. Zion School District #3 supports the State of lllinois broadband stimulus grant
application. As a school district we need to have a robust Internet connection for our students
and teachers to access instructional classroom data from the Internet. Teachers want to down
load streaming video and other Internet sites. With our present Internet this downloading is
very slow. Our school district is made up of around 2500 students and around 200 staff
members in rural central lllinois. Many of our students who live in the rural area of our school
district still have dial up Internet.

With the higher capacities that the new ICN fiber network will be able to offer, there will be
many advantages to our staff and students. Many of the software programs we use are
Internet based. Students will be able to access these programs and not get kicked out. Student
and teachers will also be able get quick response Assessment Testing which is tied to student
achievement. No Child Left Behind is all about student achievement. Broadband Internet will
help us address improving student achievement in our district.

If 1 can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois’ application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at (217) 864-2369 or by email at edwardsk@mtzion.k12.il.us.

Karen Edwards
Director of Technology
Mt. Zion School District
Mt. Zion, IL 62549

M. Zion Community Unit School District: "4 Great Place to Learn " working with families to
fully develop every child’s ability to be a life-long learner and contributing member of society.



McLean County Unit District No. 5

1805 West Hovey Avanue
Namal, IL §1761-4330

Office of the Superintendent Fhone: 300.462.4476

Fax: 309.452.7418
E-mail distiet@nnilEorg

febreary 1, 2010
Ta Whom It May Concern,

Cammunity Unit School District Mo. 5, Mclean and Woodford Counties, Illinais includes 11 congressional
townships and serves parts of Bloomingtan, ali of Cartock, Hudson, Mormal, and Towanda and rural areas
surrounding each of these communitles. Unit 5 employs over 1,800 full and part time staff members
{certtfed and educational suppost parsonnel) to educate over 12,750 stiedents, The district consists of
mote than 200 sguare miles, with 15 elementary, 3 junior high schools, and 2 high school buildings. In
2010, the district will open two new elementary school facilitles with an additional middle schoot opening
i 2011.

With 28 Facilities (including the Unit & Office) to mainzain, the districk pays for leased fiber connectivity for
operational a5 well as instructional technology from a network provider. Once established, the Centrat
Iliinois Regicnal Broadhand Nebwork {CIRBN) will be essentlal in providing continued success through
infrastructural advancement over the past four years. Although we are currently in @ contract with a
provider through 2013, the monthly expenditures are a prernium cost to the district. The contract will
expire at of near the tme allocated for CIRBN completion. This puts the district in positioh to take

advantage of the CIREBM build out and construction while continulng to provide quality services to our
district end users. In supparting the CIRAN, Unit 5 will ptilize the broadhand Aber network to provide

services such 235 high speed intemet to our buildings thraugh the ICN and other providers. Unit 5 will
also continue o utilize bandwidth allocation for processing student records, attendance, data
warehousing, and course management. The network will also provide connectivity for our access control,
clock, HYAC, and VoIP telephone systems, Currently, our district provides extended connectivity through
wireless nebworking that will be complated by the summer of 2010, By providing wireless infrastrocture,
the district plans ko continue piloting 2 one Lo one lagtop initiative at an elementary school within the
district.

McLean County Unlt District #5 is proactive |n utilizing both eperational and instructional technologies to
advance efficiency and effectiveness within ur district. The district strongly supports the efforts of the
CIRBN and the regional attempt to cost control and manage a local fiber-oplic network. In this effort, we
will work diligently to promote, plan, and asslst with services in kind in order to Facilitabe iowar monthly
costs For equal or better service i the future.

Sincerely,

wc.m

Dr. Gary L, Niehaus
Syperintendent

“Working Tagether for Queality Public Education”

PRy



McHenrY CommuniTy HiGH SCHOOL o Robert O. Swartzloff Center
DistrICT 156 S, for Educational Services

Teresa A, LaNg, Ep. D, SUPERINTENDENT
Gina R, Swinney, Ep, D, AssISTANT SUPERINTENDENT McHEenRy, ILLinois 60050
Darrec |. Moon, Crrer Financiar OFrICER = (815) 385-7900
Vicroria S. Piekarsk, DIRecTOR OF SPECIAL PROGRAMS Fax (815) 344-7153
BrenT L. Rasy, DirecTOR OF GRANTS & LEARNING

4716 W. Crystar Lake Roan

March 8, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
LL5. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C, 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

Please accept this letter as our support for the State of lllinois’ broadband stimulus grant application.
McHenry H.5. District 156 is comprised of two high schools serving approximately 2,600 students in the
Northern |llinois communities of McHenry, Lakemoor, McCullom Lake, Wonder Lake and adjacent
unincorporated areas. The ICN fiber project would provide the required bandwidth to meet the
curriculum goals identified in our district improvement plan.

The lllinois Century Netwark supports our core student management, communications, remote access
and credit recovery programs. Without this connectivity our students, staff and parents would be at a
severe disadvantage in meeting our district curriculum goals.

In our geographic area broadband service providers are limited to only AT&T and Comcast. The net
result is minimal provider competition and no cost effective alternative. An updated ICN fiber network
would provide the resources required at an affordable price to education.

If | can be of further assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at (B15) 759-2028 or by email at zeleki@dist156.org.

Sincmﬁuy

losgph Zelek

Director of Network Technology Services
McHenry H.5. District 156

McHenry, IL 60050

PARTNERING WITH THE COMMUNTITY TO ACHIEVE EXCELLENCE
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m Mattoon Schools

/ Mattoon Community Unit School District #2

March 12, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

We are one of the many extremely satisfied participants to the Illinois Century Network. Mattoon
is located in central Illinois and currently has a population of 17,000 comprised of 3,300 students.
As the school district continues to provide a quality education to students, it is imperative that our
support and resources are kept to the same high quality standard.

We must recognize that technology and the digital world continues to grow. As this happens, so
must our resources, capacity and bandwidth. With the variety of web-capable portable devices,
many individuals have instant access to the Internet. Realizing this trend is a reality; Mattoon
Schools has implemented an on-line student management system that allows for staff to keep an
electronic gradebook, assignments, student fees, attendance records and grade history. As grades
are entered, parents and student can check on-line to find current grades as well as assignments.
This information is invaluable and real-time. This is just one of the projects that Mattoon
Community School District has been able to provide with the assistance of the ICN.

[ applaud the ICN for seeking for higher bandwidth capabilities. This will enable us to deliver
information more efficiently to parents and students both during the school day and after hours.
Also, it will allow for teachers and students to access current digital media immediately.

Please feel free to contact me to further discuss the benefits and needs of the broadband stimulus
funding application from the State of Illinois.

Sincerely,

Christopher Roberts

District Computer Network Director
1701 Charleston Avenue

Mattoon, IL. 61938

Email: robertscs@mattoon.kl12.1l.us

1701 Charleston Avenue « Mattoon, lllinois 619238 « Phone: 217-238-8850 « Fax: 217-238-8855
www.mattoon.k12.il.us



LeRoy CUSD #2
600 East Pine Street LeRay, 1L 61752

Valwing: ‘Honor, Characror, Communicarfon, and

Cormpetition™
Erin Conm, {3any [L. Lipsord, Stove Reschlee,
Eleswaananey: Peinecijind Sune e tdent JrurBiry Fligh Pratcipal
sy deroy k12 s Plione: (3000 902-4211 Fax: (3] 962-9312

March 12 2010
Astistant Secretary
Matinna’ Telecommunizationg and Inforrration Administration
J 5 Departrnzsnt of Cammerce
Washington, D0, 20230

Re: CIRBN

Dear Sir,

Lefoy Community School District Mo, 2 serves the community of LeRoy, [L with approximately
3500 residents. The School District has agproximately 900 students and 120 staff. We are
located in Ceatra. lllinois on Interstate 74 betwe2n Bloomington and Champaige, Our School
District currerty aceesses the Internat in three manners. We have a location with ADSL
{F08khps), 2 focetion with cable Internet service [Gmbps), and a lacation with 2 contracted fiker
connection [Bntbps) with the local cable provide- to the ICM network in Rantaul. Each
connection has costs associated. We pay on average about 510,000/ /year in Internet costs
cetween all conrection services.

We are seeking to unify our camous connections to beller serve our stalff and stedents, Cur
tiggest problem we face is maintaining filtars at each location providing a connection ta the
Inrernet. This becomes a very difficult and hard to manage problem.

Bezause of our rural location and schoal district we are limited to lower handwidth services at
nigher costs as well as locations which can't get faster service due to older carrier nardware or
services just not available in those areas of the cormmunity. We see peak Internet usage causing
certain delays in streamed services such as Discovery Channel Online,

CIREM will provize many benefits to our school district as well as aur community. We see great
possibilities in increased speeds and connectivity to unify our services as well as provide higher
speed connections to services such as Discovery Online.

hh_“"‘"—-—.._‘_
A % ;
= ~TTh orEir,FSuperi endent

Personal Authorized legally to act on behalFof the Entity

Sincerely,

GRT ki,

Fyf—
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Lf LAKE ZURICH COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT ‘_9‘5_
| : Z

ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER e
Phone (847) 438-2631 400 5. Old Rand Road Fax (847) 438-6702
Lake Zurich, llinois B0047-2459
www.LZ95.0rg

March 7, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U5, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

| am writing on behalf of the students, teachers, parents, and community of Lake Zurich School
District who need your support for the State of lllinois” broadband stimulus grant application.
Our community is committed to providing a technology rich learning environment for students.
We know that in order for our students to be competitive in a global society, they will need 21*
century learning skills. It is for this reason that, even in these economically challenging times,
we continue to prioritize our school and district resources to attain the necessary network
infrastructure, student access to laptops and desktops, and professional development for our
staff to ensure that our classrooms have access to learning technologies.

However we recognize that we cannot reach this goal alone, We need your help in providing
the resources to ICN to provide the last mile transport to our community. We have made the
investment of providing 100MB connectivity to each our school buildings, but our "bottle neck”
is the access to our internet service provider (ICN). Although we are grateful for the current
connectivity and good service the ICN provides to Lake Zurich School District, it is insufficient.
Ten buildings, 6500 students and 600 staff share 50 MB of Internet. In a world where many
homes have Internet connectivity of over BMB, 50MB is clearly not adequate bandwidth to
meet the needs of our learning community.

Our students are unable to access digital content and web resources. We filter streaming of
multimedia because we do not have adequate bandwidth. With additional bandwidth, our
students could be more connected to the real world experiences and the world becomes their
classroom as we leverage the increasing availability of quality digital content.

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois” application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at 847 540 3403 or by email at crystal.steker@1295.0rg

iy

Director of Technology




KANELAND COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT #302
KANELAND HIGH SCHOOL

47W326 KESLINGER ROAD
MaAPLE PARY, ILLINOIS 60151
PHONE: 630/365-5100 FAX: 630{365-8421

A4
i

March 5, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Tclecommunications and nfonnation Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of support for the Illinots Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Kaneland School Disirict #302, located 40 miles west of Chicago servicing 4,732 students from the
communitics of, Elbum, Mapie Park, Sugar Grove, Vingil and Montgomery, is currenily not recerving
adeguate beneht from the broadband stimulus grant. Bveryday there are more online resources for our
students, but we arc unable fo provide them to our students. The benefit from more broadband will open
the education that we provide for our students to the next level of learnimg.

Due to insufficient bandwidth, there are currently many resources to which our students do not have
access. Increasing our bandwidih opens access to online resources that we now filter becaunsc of
insufficicnt bandwidth. I have spent years trying to have the bandwidth increased here at Kaneland. 1
was able to get fiber from ATT but we cannot afford to purchasc additional bandwidth beyond the small
amount the ICN provides.

Kancland School District is a rural school district with limited options for robust intemet access. A,
Comcast and Mediacom have not been able to provide the access we need, or if they can provide 1, it 15
not at a reasonable cost.

We currently filter mosi strepming video and andio, due to bandwidth constraints, The educational
valic of this is great and we need to provide this to our students.

If there is any way [ can help support the State of Iliincis’ application for broadband stimules funding,
please feel free to contact me by phonc at 630-365-8284 or emall me at twolf(@kaneland org.

Sincercly,

’7.; LJ oé(
Tim Woif
Kancland Director of Technology
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HIGHLAND COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NQ. &

Serving the Communies o Athambra, Grantfork, Highlznd, MNew Douglas, and Pigiron

MICHAEL SUTTON
SUPEIINTEMDENT OF SCHOD 3

LYMNMNE & NEWTON

ASEIETARKT SUPERINTENIENT - INITRUCTICHEY
TIMOTHY C. BAIR
BLEMN=3E MANAGER

March 11, 20{0

Assistanl Secrclary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
(1.5, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20231

R Letter of Support for the lHlineis Century Metwork Broadband Stimuius Funds Application
Chear Sir,

As a downstate K12 THinais school district T would like 1o express my suppon ta the FON in their efforts to bring hizh speed internet to
underserved arcas like our school and community, Cur school has a student population of approximately 3100 stedents thar zre drawn
from six communitics covering a 181 square mile ares in pans of three Southern llinois counties. Our largest community has lmited
and expensive choices where high-specd internet aceess is coneened. Qur five smaller commaunilics have virually no chotee or
access at all when it comes 1o high speed imlemet conncctivity. AN of pur communities would benefit preatly from a large-scale state
fiber oplic netwark, Cur largest community s in the process of constructing its own fiber network, and a parmership with ICHN as a
provider could help boost the effectiveness of that fiber deplonment as well as offer another competitive choice that couid help control
cost ko the school and community, The smaller comnmumitics in our distriet would also be able to benefii by having the choice to tap
into a fiber backbone to help bring high-speed connectivity to those communities.

in the past several years we have been forced to delay moving forward with several valuable education programs to support both our
reading and math improvement initiatives because of our limited bandwidth. We have also found it necessary to resmrict the use of
Weh 2.0 applications as well as othor bandwidih intensive multimedia resources. Our district has alsg purchased texthooks thal have a
wide variety of resources available via the imemct, but we are unable 1o bring those resources 0 bear st school ot in the community
becavse of limiled inlemet connectivity,

We would also realize a cost savings in staff time that is cumremly wsed to chforce bandwidth limitations and extrasrdinary supervision
thiat is neaded 1o prevent a handful of stodents from wsing 2l of our intemel bandwidth for one specific project or activity. We would
alsa be able 1o make more complete use of real-time communication 100ls such as Skype and ofher EM proprams that eould connect
students from aur schooi 1o children across the globe. With the availability of a robust middle mile connection to suppont our
bandwidih nesds we would be able 1o move our schosl inlo the forefront of technology usage.

Funding of this project will go a long way to bring equity ol acvess to many areas of the stale of {llineis and 1 would ask thar serious
constderaticn be made to fund and sustain this projeer. | am available to answer any specific questions aboul the positive impact this
would have on cur school and community, so if | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Hlinais® application for broadband
stimulus funding, please contact me at &618-654-2106 or by cmail at mfred@highlandcusds.org

Sincerely,

Wt Lisloziner

wlatt Fredericksen

Chief Educational Technology Officer
Highland CUSD £5

Phoneg: §18-654-2106 ex1 3412

Fax; 618-654-5424

Tatephong §13-5654-2 106 Admunistrztive Oifrces, 400 Broadway Highland, linoks 62243 Fax £18-B54-5424



HEYYWORTH CORMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4
£22 East Main Street
Heyworih, TL 41745
Phone: 30H473-3727 ° Fax: 308/473-2320

January 21, 2010

CIRBN

Atim, Scott Genung
{llinois State University
105 Willtams Hall Annex
Wormal, IL 61790-3500

CIREN;

This letter to you today is in support of the propesed CIRBN. I am the
Snperintendent of Schools of the Heyworth Community Unit School District #4 and
am sending this letter of support for our-school district and comnuinity.

Heyworth is a 3000 person community focated at the southers end of the
CIRBN area. Heyworth is 2 bedroom coramunity for Bloomington Narmal with 2
strong rural and farm base. The Heyworth Scheel District encompasses 92 square
nriles, much of which is prime farm ground. The community supports several small
businesses, an excellent library, a velunteer fire department, and execllent services
supporting our community as provided by the Village of Heyworth. The village
itself eontinues o grow as people moving inte the area seek the convenience of the
larger Bloomington urban arez combined with the case and litestyle as offered in a
smafler community.

As the sreas around us grow, the Heyworth School distriet continues {o grow,

Our student base has been on a continual incvease over the past twenty (20) years.
We continue to outgrow our faeilities. Similarly, we continue to outgrow our
techrology. We recently upgraded our internet handwidth and are slveady
experiencing days where we “pealki oui” our lével of access. Oar students and staff
continue fo grow in our usage of internet comnectivity as infegrated Into our
currienlum on & daily basis.

We are thrilled that the CIRBN will be providing improved educational
ppportusities for students all around our area, We wholeheartedly support the
araat and are excited for this opportumity to participatc.

Sincerely,

Roandall G. Merler
Superiniendent




Harrisburg Community Unit School District #3

40 South Main Street
Harrisburg, I, 62946

Phone: 618 »253-7637
Fax: 618 253-2097

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

March 9, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Sir,

| am writing in support for the State of lllincis' broadband stimulus grant application.
Harrisburg Community Unit School District is located in Southern lllinois in a rural location
with limited options for broadband to the community. Our community has approximately
9000 people. This grant would be a huge benefit by providing broadband to our
community.

In arder far our school district to reach the lllinois Century Network we contract with
Mediacom to provide us the line and that cost is 1050.00 per month. To our district in
rural Southern lllinois this is a lot of money.

Our community businesses and people are limited on the carriers/providers in the area
and this would benefit the school district, disadvantaged groups, elderly, hospitals,
libraries and more.

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois' application for broadband
stimulus funding, please contact me at 618-253-7637 x1011 or by email at
chlack@harrisburg3.org.

Sincerely,

Cindy Black

NCLB, Media and Technology Coordinator
Harrisburg Community Unit School District #3
40 5. Main Street

Harrisburg, IL 62946

Web Site: www.hbg.saline.k12.il.us

Mr. Dennis J. Smith
Superintendent

Mrs. Kim Williams
Special Education
Coordinator

Mrs. Cindy Black
Media/Technology
Coordinator & NCLB

North Central Association
Accredited

Kids First




Hampton School District No. 29

Tom Berg. Secernnbenoenl
P Pt |
Hamplen, I 47254 0230

Taleptwne (309 755 0493
Fons L300 FRA 0494

tarch 12, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
{15, Department of Conmnerce

Washington, ID.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Ilinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear Sir,

1 wish 1o express my support for the Statc of lilinois’ broadband stimulus grant
application. We arc a small school district of' 260 students in the Quad Citics arca.

Education technology is rapidly changing, nnd it is absolutely necessary for us to keep up
with these changes. The ICN fiber peoject is vital 1o this endeavor
The use of technology in cducation requires geeater bandwidth as software applications
contain increasing amounts of audio and video. Grealer handwidih means more aceess 1o
the software, the elimination of wait times, and bettey learning for our studemts. The
quality software programs make instantancous decisions regarding a student’s level of
functioning, and presents curriculum (o meet those needs. Greater bandwidth means
applications respond faster, and students do not have to wait, thereby keeping interest and
motivation at 3 lugh level.

The only solution to wait time and slow applications that we have available is quite
expensive broadband from our local cable provider, In taday’s financial environment, it is
not a realistic solution. Our clientele is guite socio-economically diverse, and many do
aot have access oulside of school.

1 believe that a major benefit of the new [CN fiber network is inereased learning
opportunitics for our students. In addition, a high quality, efficicotly operating fiber
network helps mstill a love of learning in our students, and increases (he likelihood of 2
positive school expenience for all involved,
1t 1 can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Niinois® application for broadband
stumulus funding, please contact me at 309-755-0693 or thomberg@riroc.k12.ilus,

Sincerely, [/
T - £ - T

Tom Berp
Superinicndent
Hampton School District # 29

-

\llk



GRANITE CITY COMMUNITY UNIT
School District #3
1947 Adams Street
Granite City, 1L 62040

3fef2010

Assistant Secretary

MNational Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commaerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letier of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

! would like to show my support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband fiber project. The
Granite City School District services 7,000 students, 800 Staff, and many parents and caretakers.
It would be a huge benefit to the school district to have additionat bandwidth available for
expansion of the ever growing web based learning curriculum and parent communication.

Bandwidth is critical to provide us with the pipeline we need to expand and grow our online
cormmunities, web applications, portals to keep parents, students, and community active and
involved in an evolving world and curriculum,. To meet the growing need of bandwidth for
additional computers for students in a one-to-one anvironment, security systems for the
district, and streaming mediz requirements. Currently we have 27mbps which is less than
Charter communications allocates for some home users.

With the additional bandwidth from the ICN we will be able to continue expansion of the
critical programs listed ahove.

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of fllinots’ application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at 618-451-5800 or by amail at 2ack subhre@gesd9 net.

Sinceraly,

4. ot

ack Subre
Directos Information Systems
aranite City School District #9
Granite City, IL 62040



Glenbard Township High Srhool Bistrict F7

Administration Conter & 596 Cpescent Boubevard & Glen Ellvn, Hlineis 60137-42397 & Phone (6300 4629100 & Fox {6300 4699107

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and [nformaticn Administration
U8, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the 1llinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear Sir,

I am the Dhrectory of Technology Services for the Glenbard High School District #87 in
Glen Ellyn IL {DuPage). Glenbard serves over 9000 students in grades 9-12. We are
struggling to provide our students and teaching staff with adequate access to the [nternet
and all of the content it has to offer. The existing connection provided by the Illmois
Century Network (ICN} fall far short from a useful amount. Currently 1CN provides us
with a 20MB connection for our entire fleet of 3500+ district computers. This amount
extremely under scrves our commuaity as several students experience 20+MB
comnections using their single computer at home.  Scheols must be provided with a
substantially increzsed connection to the Intermnet's media rich content and web resources.

If we had increased bandwidth we could provide shudents with consistent access to useful
online resources including web wraining videos, virtual campus/classrooms, and
additional streaming content.

This year we have had to seek additional bandwidth from AT&T and Comcast at high
costs. While this provides somewhat improved access it has prevented us from
purchasing other veluable classroom resourees in favor of this utility.

[ would appreciate the opportunity to discuss this in greater detail if needed, 1can be
reached at the number below 1f needed.

Sincerely,

Nateﬁi&/

Directer of Technology Services
Glenbard Township District 87

596 Crescent Boulevard

Glen Ellyn, 1L 60137-4297

Unified Phone & Fax {630) 942-7686&
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tvinrch 5, 201}

Assistant Secrethry

National Teleconmunications ind Informainon Administreion
LS, Depariment of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Lelter of Suppont for the Hlinois Century Notwork Broadband Stimufus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

[ in suppor! of the State of Hiinois broadband stmulus prans application. 1 am the
Technelogy Director for Downers Grove #58, ihe largest K-8 school in BuPage County, lilinems.
We serve 3000 stndents and 330 reachers in 13 bulldings.| Please provide & parapraph expressing
your suppost for e Seate of Hlinois’ brosdband stimulus grant application.  We rely oy the ICN
for cur mididle mie transperr. We have losnd tha! bandwidih demands are increasing very
quickly and T-1 or T-3 lincs do noL adaquately provide the bandwidth we need.

Currently we are nor able o adaquately back up our data in a remode site dug 10 bandwideh
restrictions and we oiust HTmir rhe streaming of video resouwrees that augmeni the curviculum
because of bandwidth. Going o other service providers i3 100 costly

With rite higher capacities that the new ICN fiber network witl be able 10 offer, we will be able to
unplement a remote wrehiving sysiom and enable teachars to seresm content for the currienlum.

M can be of any assistance in advancing the Siate of DMinois” application for brosdband stmulus
funding, please comact me a1 6H30-719-2768 or by email at chadsontndgs8.org.

Sincerely,
Cp,fm»m.;{_; )%{Dﬁé#’?‘v

Connie Hodson 1340
Direcior of Technology
Digwaers Grove #3533

1435 Mrainie

Crowners Grove, [l 60515

B B 1 T B ———

LI Praivic Avenar = Downers Grove, L ANGIGE » wwwidghBorg » Dhope (R0 7IDUT6EE »  Fax (630 716418



Warch 15, 2010

Aszistant Secretary

Wational Telecorumunications and Information Administratdon
U.5. Departiment of Coimirerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Qlinois Century Metwork Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

[ arm wridng thizs letter o express iny support for the [CNs Sate of [linois’ broadband sdmulus grant application. My
school district serves close to 5,000 swudents. While we have been wigilant keeping up with technology, soime things get
harder and harder to fund. The broadband stimulus grant would be of greatbenefit to our community were itto be
rewarded to the ICH. Mot only is the ICH our connection to the rest of the world, butitis also a required resource to
support current best practices such as archiving information, comimunication with the state, and supportingthe
students and comimunity while outside the walls of the district

In thiz day and age our technology support dollars are in compedtion with teacher salaries. We often casta critical eye
to things we know we should be doing to supportour students in the techinology sector because we just cannot afford
it,

Pardculandy impacted at this moment is our ability © provide a portal forbhome comimunication regarding student
information and progress, and our access o back-up and security. A robust ICY would go a long way t bringing these
necessities to our district,

IfI can be of any aszistance in advancing the State of Mlinols’ application for broadband stimulus funding, please
contact e at 547.824.6853 or by email at bowers@da2.org,

Sincerely,
<M Bouwrind
Seth Bowers

Director of Information & Instructional Technology
Des Flaines School District 62

Community Conselidated
Schaol District 62
Or. Jomo L. Westeshold, Soperirfonder

177 Fost Mganguin Rood
[les Poines, linos 600166281
TB47-824-11 36 = F B47-824-0a12

wan,db2.0m



DEKALB COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #428

901 S. Fourth Street - DeKalb, lllinois 60115
P: 815.754,2350 F; 815.758.46933

Dr. James Briscoe Ms. Kari Cremascolj Ms, Andrea Gorla Dr. Lindsey A. Hall Dr. Roger Scott

March 12, 2010
Assistant Secretary
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the llinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

The DeKalb School District 428 Technology staff fully supports the the State of lllinois” broadband stimulus grant application. We are a K12 public
school district with schools in the City of DeKalb, Town of Cortland, and Village of Malta. We have already run our own fiber between our schools and to
Northern lllinois University (our local ICN access point). We have shown other schools the advantages to utilizing fiber for the backbone of their network,
and | feel the ICN should be allowed to do so as well. The success of the DATA consortium (DeKalb Advancement of Technology Authority) only shows
the need for connectivity for all of the ICN's constituents.

We ran our own fiber starting in 2002 due to the costs that several vendors offered us. For the cost they wanted to charge for limited access (10mb) to
one building less than a mile away (installation charges + $5000 per month), we joked we could run the fiber ourselves. We did and it was simply the
best decision we ever made. Immediately we were able to consclidate all of our servers into 1 data center. Allowing a very small technology team to
manage all servers and workstations for 13 buildings centrally.

With improved bandwidth between ICN constituents, | fully expect to be able to save funds as we utilize other districts for off-site storage, disaster
recavery, server consolidation, and virtualization.

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of |llinois” application for broadband stimulus funding, please contact me at any of the numbers or
email addresses listed below.

Sincerely,

Lre——r

Brian Tabin

DeKalb Community Unit School District 428
801 S 4th ST

DeKalp, IL 60115

brian.tobin@dist428.org

Work 815.754.2284

Cell 302.458.6246



Decatur Public Schools
300 E. Eldorado Street
Decatur, Il 62523

Phone: 217.424.3088
Fax: 217.424.3477

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Adm inistration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Sir, 3/4/2010

Decatur Public School District #61 located in Decatur, [llinois is a K-12 School District
comprised of 28 buildings across our city. We have around 9,000 students and 1,500 employees
(teachers, admin, staff, etc). Accessing Internet for educational test prep and other instructional
resources is growing geometrically. It is imperative that schools be connected to reliable and
stable infrastructure to access these resources in order to compete and succeed. The last
mile/middle mile is crucial. We are anxious to see [CN’s project come to fruition.

District 61's experience with ICN (especially Richard Mann & Ben Winter) has been
exceptional. ICN has been professional, timely, proactive, and personable in their care,
support, and service to us. I can't say enough good things about them.

Having a single source provided would help greatly. Today we must decide which mile-in-the-
loop-provider we should contact to address outages or to report problems. By having one-stop-
shopping so to speak, it is very to have ICN (a trusted friend) as our partner.

Currently Comcast connects our buildings and gives us the 'mile’ of connectivity to ICN. Their
service has been satisfactory, but it would be nice to have all-in-one.

We are also hopeful to benefit from ICN with both cost cutting and additional bandwidth for our
growing dependence upon emerging technology.

Contacts:

Jim Andrews Max Burgstahler Randy Dotson
Network Manager Director of MIS Director of Purchasing
300 E. Eldorado 300 E. Eldorado 101 W. Cerro Gordo
Decatur, 11 62523 Decatur, IL 62523 Decatur, 11 62523
217-424-3088 wk 217-424-3087 217-424-3000

Please feel free to contact me at any time for clarity and/or questions,
Sincerely - Mr. James (J im) Andrews

—

CATUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS DISTRICT #51

Equal opportunity employer



bar oAl NG

LE M ERALILES S
0y
RT3 T T A I T

[P S D B

Mark Dyrek

Edinew deee b Yo b oy

Crete-Monee 2(H1-1)
Technolopy Department
OO W el e S
{orete 0] falld

JHH RS i
RARE S I I
sy, o it ooy

Maceh 1072030

ASHSTEND S otary

Natignal Yelecommunications and mfarmgation Administratjpn
U5 Deparbienil of Commierce

Warhingtan, D, 70090

Re: Lerrer of Suppert for the linais Century Network Broadband atimulus funds Application
(hear Bit,

L am writing 1o exproay Crote Maonee school Oistsiet’s suppart fae the State of Hhneis’ orosdband
shimulys prank application. Crete-Monee Schogl Pigleict 159 K 12 disboed loepteed (0 tha ~outh
subliphs ol Chigaps. W aerve avor 5000 studnnts in Lhree towns [Crete, Danreieeaty Pack, and
Merites et W Tl thad progect wall pravidie Sioenormaouos erhancement in studont learning
and parent rgmmunication,

Cue b our ever ingreating enrollment amdd continu ous graveeh in The catmumty, we feel the
raese For such Bandvadihom guigreaing the exsting mfrastrudiure which has placed limilat ong in
the areas of distance lrarming, cantent streaming. and medoeon curdicalar needs.

our poperaphical arca has sean rapid growth and is only going ta INgreasa in papulatian in th
yrdts Al Mo s an jeleal e T sug  iwehnp ogical advancamaonts, Due 1o tho sprawling
nature af this drea, thore are still some limitalions in the sense that carriers and service provigers
havi boen unabli 1o provide necdoed servions W customors at reasonabla prices. This ditectly
Impacts gconentcally disadvantaped proupy, the eldurly, wsees mrial areds, and public enuties.

Wilh ther ligher capatitios that the new [CN fibor netwark will be able tg offer, owr grgpangation
will e ahle 1o close the gaps between parent and sehaol commmunicatian ant will sleeiarmlipe tho

edugational pxperienge for everyone in the commurity,

IFtean be of ony assistance inadvaneirg the Stae of [lineis' applicatjon for broagband spmylus
furiding, pleasa contact ma at 708,367 8262 o by enil at dyrokm@@cmzolu.arg

oy,

hrk Dyrek
Ciegior of Teghnology



Board of Education Consolidated Administrative Cabinet

President, Kevin Gentry = = Dr. John D. Burkey, Superintendent

Vice President, vacant SChOOI DISt rICt 1 58 Terry L. Awrey, Ed.S. Asscciate Superintendent

Secretary, Kimberly Skaja ot CHALLENGE Eagp, Lauren Smith, Chief Human Resources Officer
0,

Denald Drzal X Dr. Mary M. QOlscn, Chief Academic Officer
Aileen Seedorf % Mark &ltmayer, Chief Financial Officer /
Michael Skala Treasurer
FPaul Troy
850 Academic Drive, Algonguin, lllinois 60102 - Phone: (847) 659-6158 - www.district158.0org - EOE
3/17/10

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

I would like to express my support for the State of Illinois” broadband stimulus grant application. We are a
school district that has grown rapidly over the past ten years to over 9000 students. With this growth in
population has come a greater number of students, teachers and support staff utilizing bandwidth to enrich the
educational content of our district. We have had to limit requests to stream educational content, due to the
inability to handle this over our current bandwidth access. With the increased capacities that the new ICN fiber
network could provide, we would be able to allow more educational content access to teachers for classroom
presentation. We could also allow access for teachers to stream nationally broadcasted events that would be
relevant to the classroom as the events occur. We have seen an increase in requests for and curriculum driven by
interactive technologies. Without increased bandwidth these imtiatives cannot be supported.

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for broadband stimulus funding,
please contact me at 847-659-6183 or by email at agreen{@district] 58.org.

Sincerely,

: gl B0
N ﬁ_‘;vl_f{[,}pﬂ.fi:‘:i-.;jm\gw”
i

Angela Green
Technology Resource Coordinator
Consolidated School District 158



Community Hich Scroor Districr 218 218
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Board of Education

Administrative Center
10701 5. Kilpatrick Avenue
Oak Lawn, incis 60453
Phone: 708-434-2000
Fax: 708-424-6389

AMurch 12, 2610

Assisrant Secreiary

National Telecommunications and Informarion Administration
LS. Department of Commerce

Washingron, B.C. 26238

Re: Letter of Support for the Hiinois Century Network Broadband Stimuius Frunds Application
bear Sir,

Conumunity High Schosl District 218 is in rota! support of the State of fllinois’ broadband stimulns
grant application. We gre a public kigh school district that serves the following communities: Alsip,
Biue Kiand, Calumet Park, Chicapo Ridpe, Crestwead, Garden Homes, Merrionette Park, Oak Lawn,
Pales Heights, Robbins and Worth, We currently have three main campuses and an afterngrive
building and serve a total of 5, 592 studenty. Middie mile transport wondd allow classraoms 1o viream
video directiy to the clavsroom, currently teachers have o download and copy video to 4 DVD because
of the lack of bundwidth. Oniine attendance and grading applications within the schools is stuggish.
These types of concerns define the need for more bandwidth. Middie mile ransport has the potentiol
{0 triple our bandwidth.

Education is becoming mare and more dependent on bandwidih, Currently fnfrastructures are barely
meeting the needs of teachers, students, parents and community; alse the demand will undoubtedly
increase in the near future. Current educational strategies often require an entire classraom to be
using the internet to promote collaborative learning. We are now confined by the buildings current
bandwidth which seems to he Kmited 1o three classrooms  using rhe imternet during any reaching
period. However, as soon as four or five classrooms of stidents and P.C.’s Iry {0 access the internet the
entire building enters info a bandwidth “traffic jem”. This “traffic jom" effects student learning,
attendance, general conmuanication, paying of bifls and parent uccess to siudeny informarion.

Providing stable, retiabie and economic bandwidth for a Distriet of five buildings und 6,000 students
covering 35 square miles Is very difficult. The current cast to provide fiber’ speed by private vendors
is estimuated to be $7.950.00 per manth after e-rate discounts. Twe hundred megabit of bandwidth to
the WAN Is currently estimated at 83,408,008 per momtk after e-rate divcount. Forty-three percent of
the District's students guatify for free and reduced Funches. These students and their parenss rely on
tire District for internet access bacanse the majority of them cannot afferd kome access.

www.chsd218.org
Providing Quality Education for Today - and Tomorrow




The District hac always relied on ICN to provide bondwidth at an economically affordable price. The
District is carrently Iooking o private vendors for increased bandwidth demands which will be
considerably more expensive, These additional funds will need to come from current revenne streams
which basically will require the District to ‘rob Peter to pay Paul’. there is any additional support or
information Bistrict 218 can provide to the State of Hiincis application for broad band stimulus
Sunding, please feel free to contact me.

Kincerely,

o

Br. Johnr Byrne, Superintendent
Commiinity High School District 218
16781 South Kilpatrick dve.

Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Email - jolon byrne@chsd2 I8, org
Phone — 708-424- 2008 ext. 2508




CHRISMAN JR./3R. HIGH SCH{OOLS
Fuam o vffice of Froyg Fuerial Punclpnd

Chrigmap-Scoiland ir. High Schoal Chrisman Figh School
2323 L Highway | 23131 1L Highway |
Christman, 1L 61924 Chrisman, JL 61924
Pl (217) 269-3980 Phe {217) 260-282%
Fax: £2173269-3941 Eax: (217} 269-2329

March 16, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecommunications and Information Administration
11.8. Departinent of Cosnmerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letier of Support for the Iilinois Century Network Broadband Stimunivs Funds
Application

Drear Sir,

1 definitely support the State of Hlinois” broadband stimutus grant application. We are 2
rurat K-12 distriet in East Central llmois — Chnsman. The region is agricultural based
with na large local businesses in town. 133 out or our 374 students qualifty for froe and
reduced hunches. All of our telceommunication infrastracture is old and stow at best!
The e-rate system helps with our expenses but with the new budget constraints of the
distact we can use more help.

The school bas & T-1 line that connecis us to the state’s Intemet service through the Paris,
iL hub. It is slow a Jot of the time and is drained most of the day. Teachers could access
and use more onlinc media in the classroom if we had wore of a capaocity to suppert it.
With the great possibility of on-linc textbooks and ewrrieulum being uged to save
districts’ money, we will need the speed and capacity to be able to use those items.

Our local library and doctor’s office share the same problems we have. They are
strapped by the slow Internet avatlable in our area. Driving items requesied is often
faster than sending them through ¢-mail or over the Intemet.

The ICN proposal to connect communities in our area s hopefully a light at the end of
the rinnel for us.

Our school district fully supporis the ICN proposal. If ] can be of any assistance to you,

please contact me at Chrisman High School 217-269-2823 or by e-mail
kdixon{@ehrismank12.il.us

z.cemly, :
Kuthy Dix;n

Teel Coordinator



Cairo School District No. One

“MAKING A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE!”
2403 Walnut Street
Cairo, Illinois 62914
Telephone: 1-618-734-4102
Fax: 1-618-734-4047

March 10, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

| would like to express our support for the State of lllinois” broadband stimulus grant
application. Our school district is located in the southern most part of the state. Our school
district is now served by the lllinois Century Network. If not for ICN, our district would have no
broadband service. Our district is qualifies for 100% free and reduced lunch program. There is
no broadband service in our area that could provide service to us. We now have five T1 lines
providing internet services to our students.

The benefits our community would receive from middle mile transport on the network and/or
providing last mile transport to our community would be great. Our community does not have
access to broadband service to their homes. Many homes have no internet service and some
are only able to receive dial up.

Greater bandwidth would provide our district with more a more stable and faster connection to
the internet. This program would also provide services to the economically disadvantaged
groups and the elderly users in our community.

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois’ application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me or the Cairo Unit School District 1 at 618-734-4102.

Sincerely,

@g/ Qu@ KZ&W

Rose Mary Kloss, Technology Coordinator
Cairo Unit School District 1

Cairo IL 62914
rkloss@csdl.alxndr.k12.il.us




f»’\\ﬁ}@ CAHOKIA UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #187

TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT
;? V 1900 MOUSETTE LANE CAHOKIA, IL 62206

(618)332-2191  Fax (618) 332-3738

b
f District Network Operations Center DNOC (618) 332-2191
John Barr — Technology Department Lead (618-806-8920 Cell) jebarr@stclair.k12.il.us
Julie Purcell — Technology Department Secretary (618-806-1775 Cell) purcelli@stelair.k12.il.us

Assistant Secretary March 12, 2010
National Telecommunications and Information Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear Sir,

The State of Illinois, and particularly the whole state south of Chicago, has
suffered forever trying to get affordable and available Broadband connectivity. At
present we have only limited connectivity to the Internet and this area has some of
the poorest and most obsolete “copper” wiring in all the 48 states. The State of
Illinois needs this grant and the resulting changes to our infrastructure
dramatically.

The Illinois Century Network offers Internet connectivity to all schools,
government offices throughout the state. They offer this Internet access based on
student population and available bandwidth. We currently receive 10.5
megabits/sec of connectivity (served over multiple T1 lines) to be shared among
5000 users and 1350 computers. Residences in Cahokia can get 5 or 10 Megs of
connectivity for one PC. We desperately need more.

Our educational use of the Internet and delivery of digital resources is severely
limited. Our teachers are unable to offer video streaming and resources that are
available online for teaching. Also our students are hampered in getting the types
of resources they need to prepare papers, hunt for colleges, and prepare
applications.



We are currently looking into buying additional Broadband bandwidth from one of
several vendors but the critical financial crunch we find ourselves in keeps us from
doing so. AT&T, Charter Communications, Nortel Telecommunications, and
others provide it in the area however it is not a price we can afford.

We serve a severely depressed socioeconomic area. We have more than 75% of
our students on Free and Reduced Lunch Programs. Most of our parents cannot
afford computers in the home. Most of our students can only use computers at
school.

With the higher capacities that the new ICN fiber network will be able to offer
more facilities to even allow parents to access the Internet at school on Kiosk type
machines and or athletic events. A new fiber network will allow more readily
available educational programs that we can offer our students.

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois” application for
broadband stimulus funding, please contact me at (618) 332-2191 or by email at
jebarr@stclair.k12.il.us .

incerely,
o 2 Benn—
ohn E. Barr

Technology Lead
Cahokia Unit School District #187
Cahokia, Il 62206




Bunker Hill Community Unit School District #8
Marg Rogers, Superintendent
504 East Warren
Bunker Hill, IL 62014
Ph: 618-585-3116 Fax: 618-585-3212

March 12, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

| am writing in support for the State of lllinois’ broadband stimulus grant application. We are a school
district serving 700 students and 80 teachers and support staff. Through our connection with ICN, we also
provide services for our local library and city hall which service 1500 townspeople. We are a small, rural
area without many options at affordable, high speed internet. The ICN fiber project will be immensely
beneficial to our school district and our community.

| cannot properly express what this project means for commerce in lllinois. Providing opportunities for
business growth is a primary focus for all states. As a middle mile provider for the entire State, the ICN
will be able to provide transport services to last mile providers and organizations previously not eligible to
connect to the ICN. This will provide the opportunity for private sector service providers to expand
broadband in underserved and into unserved areas of the state.

These are just a few of the advantages connected organizations will receive:
« Significantly greater bandwidth at lower costs
Higher baselines for primary constituents
On-network traffic with few bandwidth restrictions
Greater network redundancy and opportunities for shared DR
Expansion of shared services opportunities
Ability to expand on-line service, including: business and student management systems;
interactive curriculum; streaming video and video conferencing, and greater access to Internet2
¢ Low cost commodity egress
+ Telemedicine, digital imaging transport, rural health care expansion

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois’ application for broadband stimulus funding,
please contact me at 618-585-4831 or by email at mmueller@bhschools.org.

Sincerely,

o Yy s :
Michelle Mueller
Technology Coordinator
Bunker Hill School District
700 West Orange
Bunker Hill, IL 62014
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Q08 Morth Hena Strest Phone: BLB-664-0170
Greenville, lingis 52246 Fax: €18-684-5000

March 12, 2010
Assistant Secretary
Nationa) Telecommunications and Infortnation Adwinistration
.S, Depariment of Commerce
Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Leiter of Support for the linois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

We are 2 rural county school distriet is Southern lllinois. We serve over 1900 students in five
schools in three communiiies, The Internet access we provide our students vary as much as the
communities they arc located in. ICN helps our district manage our varions providers, services
and contractual pricing. Improving ICN’s fiber network has the potential to himprove bandwidth
for cur students, staff, teachers and administration.

Having greater bandwidih available would mean that we could provide greater opportunities for
aur students and teachers to utilize web based resources. We have had to limit some resouroes due
to the lack of available bandwidth for some web based applications. We have in place a fiber
iniranet that can handle greater bandwidih if it werc available. 1tis frustrating for students and
teachers to not be able to vtilize resources that students in urban areas take for granted. Lack of
bandwidth impacts staff productivity and limits student learning.

Due to our geographical location, we struggle with limited services from different providers for
Intermet access. Our providers are limited in what they can offer to us due to their limited and
aging imfrastructure and the cost effectiveness of updating in a sparsely populated region. Our
studenis and their fawilies in Pooshontas and Sorento are limited o dial-up, DSL service or
wireless. 'Wo plan to move to T1 service in these communities as it becotnes available. Familics
are resistant to providing Internet access in their homes due to limited choioes and high cost.
When providers update services o our school, it improves the wholo COmURItY.

In Greenville, our students and their familics have a much wider choice for Intemnet access. Even
with more choices, we've been waiting almost two yearsto move to metro Ethernot, due to it still
needing to be built our to our area. We continue to add T1 lines to oompensate. Families in
Greenville are wmuch more likely to have Internet access in the home because of their choices and
nore campetitive pricing. Tt is our students and their familics in the rural areas that struggle due to
the limited infrastructure in our area.

bt
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With the higher capacitics that the pew ICN {iber nctwork will be able to offer, our
organization, Bond County CUSD #2, will be able to utilize more bandwidth to provide
services on our fiber inhanet. As we have seen u our comnunities, our families benefit
frorn better scrvices in their homes when providers and telecommunication managers
improve thelr infrastructuve. fimproving ICN fiber network will provide better service
aoross many regions of our state. Tt will also allow organizations that utilize ICN to be
more inpovative in their approach to 21% century cominunication and collaboration. It
will allow for cloud computing, boiter data warchousing and more cfficient woik
patiemns.

1£ 1 can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois” application for broadband
stimulus funding, please contact me at 618-664-3117 ext. 133 or by email at
miile@beeu2.ki2.ilus

Sincerely,

Meg File
TechuolomyCurriculugtiircctor
Bond County Comununily Unit #2 School Digtrict



£ Blue Ridge Community Unit School District #18
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15 harch 2010

Assistant Secretary

Hational Telecominunications and Information Administration
t1.5. Department of Comimerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: CIREN

Dear CIRGMN:

Blue Ridge CUSD #18 is a Central illinois school district supporting B50.students in an area
spanning tnree countles. We currently access the Inteenet via a fiber optic connaction into our
Farmer City campus at a-speed to 5 megabits per second. This connection is shared with our
Mansfield campus and is used to capacity on-a daily basis, effectively serving as s timiting factor
in the degree to which Blue Ridze teachers can integrate technology into our curdeulum.

While our Internet usage continues to'increase each year, our avatlable bandwidth decreases
and our options to improve connectivity grow more and more cost prohibifive. We feel that
the bandwicth available under CIRBN will greatly Improve our capacity to deliver high-quality
educational opportuhities fo our students and allow the district to plan for the introduction of
naw technologies and services,

We also believe that this.obportunity can benefitother mémbers-of our community, Many of
sur students live inrural areas that are.onlby senvaed with dlal-up connections or satellite
broadband. It is our hope that the increased backbone dévelopment would spur commercial
providers to make high-spéed actess available to our Gnderserved population.

Blize Ridge CUSD. 18 gives its complete support to The Gentral [llinaiz Regiohal Broadband (CIRBN)
project.

Sincerely,

Jay Harnack, Superimendent
Blue Ridge CUSD 13




BELLEVILLE TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 201
2600 WEAT MAIN STHEET, SUITT 150 © BRLLEVIL L, L 62226-668T
PIHONE: 618=-222.8200 ¢ FAN: 61R-233-7586 - hitprdwww hths20 ] .org

WEST HitiH School
- Mitroems -
Wasbvert 5. Db, Principal
4063 Pronk Scon Phwy W
Pellevitle, L 2223 -GRO2 Balleville; [L 61221-351%
Phone: 618-222-7500 “ Phaine: 6] 8-222-3700
Fie: G18-235-2484 Fax: &18.322-3700
o, Cirep A Monle, Superiesgien)
o [ Cioorpe MRl Avsr Seriiendneg of Peesonnal o D0 JelT Diler, dear Superdnreadins of ifence & Cpeca o
& Mr ek Cioviiller, recior of Sescfel Serdledd & P Audien M amevial, Iieseter o Cendcinsen & Jesiictlom

Maich 15,2010

East Hicn Scioo,

- Lenwery
Dy Kndegrkning, Mrseipul
2555 Woest Boulovard

Assistan! Secretary

National Telecommunications and In‘ormation Adoministration
LS. Department ol Commerce

Washington, D.C, 20230

Re! Letter of Support for the [linois Century Network Broudband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir

The Belleville Township High School District 201 fully supports the State of linois" broadband
stimulus grant application. We are a 9-12 public school district serving 3000 students from 10
piiblic clementary school distiicts and several private and parochial sehools in the communities
of Belleville, Fairview Helghts, Millstadt, and Swansea, Currently. our last mile connection is a
leased fiber optic connection from our local Cable Company. 'We also have a leased fiber optic
conigetion between ot 2 high schools. Due lo moddic-mile bandwidth restrictions imposed
upon us by Hlinois Century Network, our last mile connection is faster than the bandwidth
allotted 10 ns by the Cable Campany.

Improving the Hlinois Century Network's bandswidih is imperative 1o the continued suceess of
our schoo| district as our bandwidth needs grow. We have been able 1o consolidate most of our
ditn center needs, since the [Gbps link was established between our 2 campuses, With improved
bandwidth between ICN constituents, 1 fully expeet to be able to save finds as we utilize other
districts for off=site storage. disaster recovery, server consolidation, and virtual:zation,

I 1 can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Hlinois™ application for broadband stimulus
Funeling, please feel free 1o contuel me.

Simcerely,

Abg Loveless

Director of Technology

Belleville Township High School Distriet 201
2600 W, Main 81, Suite 150

Belleville, 1L 6222¢

alovelessliths 20 Lorg

Work: 018.222.3241

Cell:

Tloe sndaibes ef Balbe wilbe Téwnahip High Schoc Dstiel Mo, s s o provide al snsdente vl s collie
rducnid i dind I“'nl-u_.ll ldawning ihills P rsmvidly fa et tramsvaw’y chall ige
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Wimmbago C,ommtmi{:g
Umt Sc:hmf::l | District 327

04 £ McNalr Road
Winnebago, Ii. 61668

darch L7, 2080

Assislant Necroiury

Wational Telecommunivations and lnformmtion Administeatlon
1.5 Depattiment of Commicies

Wastungon, [RC, 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the ilinois Century Netwaork Tiroadband Sthnains Funds
Application

Dexr Sir,

Winnelbage Schon! Bistrict #3273 has 1,650 studeats with 250 employeey, tnd is focated
in curad norihwesiern 1linats. Access o nrobust connection 10 the Internet iz vital to uy.
The N fiber projeet will greatly increars aue seecsy 16 needed banthwidth, as
cdusational progenming beeoimes mone and more fntémol dependent.

Coul iy also a geave coneeny, Az a smadl disidet with Himited resources, we rety heavily
o the [Minpis Cenmry Metwork w provide relinble and capable uocoss to tha litornet.
With the incressing uced tor bandwidih, this grant will pravide a much-needed ineveass
in e Jeved of seovies to the entice Winnebago comamily St could not sfford {o do this
07z 113 1w,

£ 1 enn be of muy psgistomer in advancing the Rinte of Ulinois' spplication Gor bromdbad
stitnuips [unding, please contact me at 815-335. 2455 or by email
sumdabld@iwhinotugoschoolaong

Sincerely,
I,.-"‘*-
7 Al
/ ;mrr. /_A_-z;rwi‘«‘é'
avid Aumdrhi,

Business Manuger

AN deltacetramnent o6 Wiy B fandpaer el arrind v dach bl B ameeke the peveitiest vay vf for o er pasoertagd -
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Broadband Technclogy Oppartunities Program

iation Felecommuricetions and Information Adminisiration
U5 Cepertment of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave, N

HCHE, toom 4887

Washington, DC 20230

T E2 bt

Dear Sirfidadam:

| am writing in support of the Central Ninois Regionzl Broadpand Metwork [CIRBN]Y which is
being proposed by @ consartivm of various education, hzalthcare, pebhic safety, gapvernment, not-for:
nrofit, and cormmercial institutions within the greater Mclzan County area.

There are a number of these grouns in seburban, rural, unserved and underservad markels thal
struggle with the high cost and low throughput of commercizlly available Internet connectvily. The
vision of CIRBN is to provide sustainable iowsr-cost; middre-mile and last-mile netwaork that offers high-
speed interconneciivity batween facitities within zn organization, other orgamzations, 1he internet, the
srate network and others to support the needs of these institutions. Through CIREN, these organizations
will pe able to connect their faclities at speeds of 1G0/s to the various rurat community aebeorks i the
Bloomingten-Mormal backbone network, Once community netwark segments have been crzated within
the rural communities, CIRBN will seek to partner with coinmearcial providers to drive down the cost of
extending high-speed ancess to Ehe rieral, remote, wnserved, and undarserved residential populations.

Because CHREM will carry no debt to create the infrastruckure and wiill l[everzge connectivity to a
regional opticsl neterork sne the state network td buy commodity internet services in bulk, the cost ol
buiiding high speed retworks will e greatly decreased. Opportunities for partnerships zmong
prgarirations will be greatly improved for initiatives like disester racoveny, business continuity planning,
eCommerze, application sharing end video conterernging, Connectivity ta CHERN will allow businesses 1o
reach fustomers in cther states and countries.

45 the spongor of rural broadband legislation, | know that broadband is criticai to community
and economic develoament, a5 it encourages investimer!, creates jobs, improves oroductivity, Tosters
innovatior, and ingresses consumer benafits. The efforis yndertaken by the consortium bekindg Ceniral
Nlingis &ezional Broadband Metwork are 1o be applauded and | urge you 1o give their proposal the most
sericus consideraligm,

Taank you for your attention to this matter,
Sincarely,

g’/‘m '

Richard . Durkin

o



BILL FOSTER 1339 LonawostH House Ofrice Buioing

141 DisTRICT, LLinois Whastegton, DC 20515-1314
{202} 225-2876

COMMITTEES: . Tow Free: (866) 777-6670
FINANCIAL SERVICES !
Congress of the United States o R
FiHANCIAL [HSTITUTIONS AND CONSUKER CREDIT , Batavia, IL BOG10
SuscoMmITTEE ON PHouge of Repregentatives (630] 406-1114

CamTAL MARXKETS, INSURANCE, AND

GOVERNMENT SPONSORED ENTERPRISES Tow Free: (866) 324-6128

_ TWaghington, MC 20515-1314 119 Wesr Finsr Siaer
OQVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM Dixon, L 61021
SUBCOMMITTEE ON )
NATIONAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS March 17; 2010 (815) 285-0680
SUBCOMMITTEE ON 137 SoutH STATE STREET
Donestic Poucy Suie 344

Geneseo, 1L 61254
. 309} 944-3568
Assistant Secretary o9 °

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
US Department of Commerce
Washington, DC 20230

RE: IHinois Broadband Opportunity Partnership East Central Broadband Stimulus Fund
Application

Dear Sir:

The State of Hlinois® Department of Central Management is partnering with Illinois State
University to form the Illinois Broadband Opportunity Partnership. The partnership is
proposing a project that will expand access to broadband technology to unserved and
underserved communities within parts of 53 counties in the State of Illinois—four of
which lie in the borders of my district.

The grant provided by the National Telecommunications and Information Administration will
permit the partnership to connect community colleges, public universities, primary and secondary
schools, libraries, healthcare, public safety and municipalities to broadband networks to
technologies vital to the success of these organizations. The proposed network will provide
Hlinois communities with significantly higher speeds at a low operating cost and will directly
connect our community colleges and public universities.

I urge you to give the Iilinois Broadband Opportunity Partnership’s application every appropriate
consideration, to let me know when a decision about the grant has been made, and to advise me of
the status of the application.

If you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact my Constituent
Services Advocate, Meghan Auker, at 630-406-1114. Thank you for your kind attention in this

matter.
Sincerely,
Bill Foster
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

PRINTED CN RECYCiLED PAPER

Bten
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DEBBIE HALVORSON
1i7n DisThieT, ILLingis

March 22, 2010

Lawrence B, Strickling,

Assistan Sceretary of Commerce
Ceonununications aid Informalion
1401 Constitution Ave,
Washington, DC. 20230

Diecar Assistant Secretary Stnckling,

1 am writing an behalf of the 11" Congressional Distriet of Tlinois (o express my support
tor the 1inois Broadband Opportunity Partnership East Central Region’s application 1o the
LLS. Deparmment of Commerce's National Telecommunications and Infornation Adnunisianon
for the Recovery Act Broadband Opportunities Grant Program to coordinate the development of a
broadband plan for underserved communities with access (o high quality and affordable high
speed communiculion services.

The phenomenal growth [n distance learning, video-rich educational and public safety
content, and health [T applications requires a rabust, econonucal broadband infrastructure. The
proposed (iber network will provide Hlinois communities with significantly higher speeds at a
low pperating cost and will direetly connect vur conmmmity volleges and public unmiversitics.

Il awarded, this grant will benefit all or portions of [ity-three (53) counties, hundreds of
municipalities and its businesses and residenis. The lllinois Departinent of Central Management
15 partnering with Ulinois State University, a great example of multiple public institutions
working together to provide real solutions to the real issue of sccess to high speed commectivity.

Thank you for your consideration of my support, IT1 can be of Turther assistance, please
do not hesilate to contact me or my staffal 815.726.4998,

Sincerely,

Pebhie Halvorson
Member of Congress

cc: Laura Breeden, Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
Tim Duckworth, Central Management Services, Direetor of Gov't Affairs
Al Bawmay, [linois State University, President
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COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

SUBCOMMITTEES:
DisABILITY ASSiSTANCE AND MEMORIAL AFFAIRS
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AND POLICY COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
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COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS
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Uongress of the United States
ﬁnuﬁf nf 'I!{I,‘pl‘},‘ﬂput{[ﬁupﬁ CONTRACTING AND TECHNOLOGY
DEBBIE HALVORSON

11TH DISTRICT, ILLINOIS

March 23, 2010

GEeneraL FARM COMMODITIES AND
Risk MANAGEMENT

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue NW

HCHB, Room 4887

Washington, DC 20230

Re: Letter of Support on Behalf of Illinois State University
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)
Reference #: CFDA 11.557

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing on behalf of the i Congressional District of Illinois to express my support for
Illinois State University’s application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP).
Illinois State University is working in collaboration with Central Illinois Regional Broadband Network
(CIRBN) to create an infrastructure that delivers high speed internet connectivity in rural, underserved
communities. I strongly believe that this infrastructure would have a profound regional economic impact
in the areas it would serve.

Since much of my district is rural, I am aware of the genuine need for rural communities to
become more competitive in order to seek and retain businesses, organizations, and people that promote
economic growth. Most of these environments are either underserved or the broadband services are
commercially unattainable due to excess costs. Broadband connectivity is often a differentiator between
communities that are successful in these efforts and those that are not. The challenge is that broadband
service in a rural community is either inadequate in coverage or capacity or priced beyond the means of
organizations that reside in these environments. Attributes of the CIRBN infrastructure include:

o High-speed, low-cost and easy to maintain network connectivity through fiber optics
delivered to each facility with capacity that is 500 to 1,000 times greater than most
commercial broadband networks

o High-speed network connectivity between each of the rural communities and the network
backbone in Bloomington-Normal

e High-speed Internet access that will be shared by all of the communities and organizations
served by CIRBN

e High-speed access to the network for the State of Illinois called Illinois Century Network

e High-speed access to various research networks

1541 Loncwortd House OFFICE BuilDinG 116 N. CHicaco STReeT, SuITE 401
WasHingToN, DC 20615 JoueT, IL 60432
OrfFice: 202-225-3635 OFFice: 815-726-4998
Fax: 202-225-3621 Fax: 8156-726-8024
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The real value of CIRBN is what it delivers to the communities and organizations that it would
serve. These include:

o providing equipment and fiber to access high-speed connectivity for bandwidth demanding
applications and services and supporting this access for schools, libraries, medical and health
care providers, colleges and universities, community organizations, government entities and
commercial organizations alike

o deliver high-speed connectivity to every community that is in scope far greater than what is
available in nearly all but the largest of participating communities

e partnering with last-mile providers by leasing fiber strands or connectivity below commercial
costs so that new forms of broadband access can be cost-effectively delivered to consumers
residing in underserved areas in McLean, Livingston, DeWitt, and Piatt counties enhance the
level of access to and use of broadband service by public safety agencies

e providing an infrastructure that stimulates the demand for broadband, economic growth, and
job creation because it is highly scalable to support growth, upgradable, available to any
organization that wants to seek it, and can be replicated to other communities

In addition, CIRBN is based upon an LLC using a not-for-profit business model that will be
responsive to the communities that it serves with an emphasis on delivering high-speed connectivity with
dues that reflect the costs of the organization. Since CIRBN will carry no debt at its outset and access to
lower-cost Internet connectivity is readily available through partner networks so that connectivity costs
for member organizations will be lower than what is commercially available. This will drive growth in
membership that in turn will allow per-unit-costs to decline over time. Combined with revenue collected
from third party service providers seeking fiber or connectivity to deliver their services, financial
sustainability can be achieved. These revenues eventually become capital to support new initiatives and
upgrades that continue to deliver enhanced services to these communities and others well into the future.

Thank you for your consideration of my support for Illinois State University application for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. If you require additional information, please feel free to
contact my assistant, Christina Rogers at 309-808-1194 or by email at Christina.Rogers@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,
Debbie Halvorson

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

DLH/CR
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DANIEL P. BRADY

STATE REPRESENTATIVE - 88TH DISTRICT
ASSISTANT REPUBLICAMN LEADER

iacch 1, 2010
T Whoon [t May Congeny:

[ am wiiting this letter to inform you of my support for a grant to help [und the Central
Ilinois Regional Broadband Network (CIRBN). This grant would assist hMcLean County
by providing a sustainable, lower-cost, middle-mile and last-mile networke. This network
will provide better intevconnectivity within organizations, mternet function and nctworks
for the state of [llinois. :

CIRBN would be able to serve numerous organizalions such as education; healthcare;
public safety; sovemment; not-for-profit; and conmmercial entities thal are locaied in
various suburban, rural, nnserved, and underserved markets. These organizations will be
able to connect to their facilities at speeds up to 1Gh/s, which will provide bandwidth
needed to utilize next generation applications and services that are vital to Mclean
County’s ability to atiract new business. This bandwidth would also allow schaoois to
provide cducatienal experiences conently not available to students due to carrent
bandwidth Jimitations and lack of access to rescarch nehvorks,

The cost in create CIRBN will be approximatety $20 million. Federal and State funding
would assist McLean County in cutting down the cost of building high-speed networks
because the consorfium will carry no debt to create the infrastructure. In 2édition, the
project will help boost the local economy throvgh the piocurement of legal, design,
consulizng, enpincering, construction, project management, installation and other labor-
intensive services. CIRBN will greatly benefit all citizens of McLean County.

Thawk~ou for vour consideration of this vequesi.

Singerely, /] g
a - b "#‘fﬂrd-
find! / -
Daniel P, Brady

State Representative
88" District
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March 24, 2010

Assistant Sccretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Broadband Opportunity Partnership East Central Broadband
Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

On behalf of the constituents in my district, I would like to offer my strong support the Illinois Broadband
Opportunity Partnership East Central Region’s application for a Broadband Technology Opportunity
Program grant. This project, led by Central Management Services and Illinois State University, is focused
on providing unserved and underserved communities with access to affordable and sustainable
communication services required to meet a wide range of critical needs, including those related to
education, economic development, health care, public safety, and quality of life.

The phenomenal growth in distance learning, video-rich educational and public safety content, and health
IT applications requires a robust, economical broadband infrastructure. The proposed fiber network will
provide Illinois communities with significantly higher speeds at a low operating cost and will directly
connect our community colleges and public universities.

I believe the proposed fiber network will implement core broadband foundation resources to meet our

near and long term needs. If T can be of further assistance Andy Rowe is my office contact in this matter.

Sincerely,
PHIL HARE

Member of Congress

PH:ar
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Barclay Public Library

220 S. Main St

PO, Box 349

Warrensburg, IL 62573

Voice 217-672-23621 Fax 217-672-8404

Web bitp:fbarclay.libv.ilug

ttarch B8, 2018

Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.5. Department of Commerce

Washingtan, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the liinois Century Network Broadband Stimutus Fueds Application
Dear 5ir,

Barclay Public Library serves a ruralfsuburban population of approximoately 5,900 in central
illinois. The Hbrary is located in a small town which offers only one high spead broadband
Internet vendor, While affordable, it does not provide the bandwidth oy connection speed
necessary to efficlently operate the library's girculation software. In addition, the library
provides the only fras public Internet access within 10 miles, offering 7 public access
computers. These computers are busy the entire timie the library is open. High schoo! and
coliege students use them for research, homawork and online tutoring services. Adults use
them for jnb searching and resume writing, as well as geneslogy resesrch and personal amatl,

Funding the ICN fiber project would allow expansiog of the middle-mile access elosar to our
comeunity, finally supplying the bandwidth necessary to provide the public with fsster and
more affordable high-speed Internet service. The benefit to our community would be huge, as
the library would be able to operate its own upload-intensive software at the same time the
publicis trying to download their assignments, searches and tutoring assistance. As itis now,
every computar in the building slows to a craw! many times each day.

The Internet choices in our community are dish, dial-up and wireless. The cable company has
no plans to offer its Internet service t0 our town. Rural residants must rely on line-pf-sight to
connect wirelessly, and dish is very costly. Dial-up is totally inadequate, even for the residential
customer. As a small, property-tax supported public library, we must tty to find the balance
between the best sapvice available, and the service we can afford. Thus, wirgless Is our only



_/.%
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| |Il| | WARRENVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT

28 W 751 Stafford Place - Warrenville, IL 60555 » 630/393-1171 - Fax 630/393-1688
March 12, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

I am writing to express my full support for the State of lllinois' broadband stimulus grant
application. The Warrenville Public Library District serves 14,000 residents in suburban
Chicago. Our patrons depend upon the availability of Internet access to improve their lives
through education and connections to people, ideas and communities throughout the world.
Without affordable connections, our library will not be able to keep up with the demand for
such access,

The availability of greater bandwidth is critical to our library as we are increasingly dependent
on online resources. We are reluctant to expand computer resources for our patrons because
of bandwidth limits. We would like to pursue offsite software solutions for our integrated

library system, but are reluctant to do so for fear that access would be slow and cumbersome,

With the higher capacities that a new ICN fiber network would be able to offer, we could add
capacity to our already stressed network. Our constituents would be able to enjoy improved
accessibility to online courses and resources. We could save staff time and financial resources
by pursuing software solutions that remove the need for the library to purchase and maintain
expensive hardware. The savings realized could be directed toward programs and services that
the library would otherwise not be able to afford.

if | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois’ application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at 630/393-1171 or by email at director@warrenville.com

Sincerely,

\Lndha S 1 hione )

Sandra L. Whitmer
Director

www warrenyville com



s The Urbana Free Library

210 West Green Street, Urbana, [llinois 61801-3326 « 217/3674057 « FAX: 2173674061 = nrbanafreelibrary.org

Warch 9, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information A dministration
US. Department of Cominerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Minois Century Network Broadband Application

I am writing to express strong support for the Mlinois Century Network broadband grant
application. The Urbana Free Library is the public library of the Gty of Urbana, serving a
population of 40,550 in east central Minois. The library is an extremely busy, community
space with nearly 500,000 visits per year and over 100,000 public computer sessions per year.
Since cur computer users typically have no computers or no Internet at home, the service we
provide is essential to equalizing technology resources and skills for vulnerable populations.

Since its inception in the late 1990s, Mlinois Century Network has operated a state-wide
network, providing intemet connectivity for schools, ibraries, and state agences. But ICH
functons as more than just an ISP, ICN staff faclitate and coordinate iInstitutional
cormectons to this network, but they also antidpate and plan for the needs of this very
large number of key agencies and the populations that we In turm serve.

ICN provides a certain allowance of free bandwidth to schools and libraries. At one time
the free band width allowance was 1.5 Mb, but ICN Inoreased its capadty and altered its
service to provide the current 8.0 Mb free. Given this past history, I believe that any
ncreased capacity at ICN will be used to increase bandwidth for anchor institutions either

free or at low cost.

Our library relies upon ICN for this free internet service. Budgets being what they are for
public insttutions, the ICN free ceiling becomes our celling, When ICN firstincreased our
potential capadty to the 8.0 Mb, we were not able to take advarntage of the iIncreased
bandwidth because we were constrained by a T-1 line and unable to afford the prices
quoted by commnercial fiber carriers. With the recent two years, our City has oeated a fiber
loop and connected us through to ICN. The change to fiber made a world of difference In
the speed at our public computers and increased staff productvity as well. Granting ICH
the hinding to coordinate fiber options for anchor msttubons will benefit the entire State.

FOUNDED 1574



ICN round 2 Broadband Application
The Urbana Free Library letter of support
Page 2

Looking forward, it is absolutely certain than public demand for bandwidth will increase.
Our library is partnering with other local agencies to seek funding to increase the number of
public computers and the technology training available at our site and elsewhere in our
area. This same drive to expand resources is undoubtedly going on throughout the State as
schools and libraries try to bridge the digital divide for their communities. While we serve
many users who have almost no technology skills, we also serve people who are eager to
adopt new technology. These users come to the library for help with new devices or to take
advantage of our high speed bandwidth. “If you build it, they will come.” It is essential to
increase bandwidth capacity now to stay ahead of the curve.

Illinois Century Network is a proven supplier, an outstanding manager, and a visionary
advocate of bandwidth for anchor institutions throughout the 5State of Illinois. You can be
certain that any increased capacity developed under its auspices will be directed economically
and with maximum benefit to the receiving agencies and the end users.

If I can be of any further assistance, | can be reached by email at dlissak@tufl.info or by
phone at 217-367-4058.

Sincerely,

/9116’%‘- ﬂ ﬁyy’vy&

Debra Lissak

Executive Director



TREMONT DISTRICT LIBRARY

215 5, Sampson Street PO, Box 123
Tremont, JL 61568
309-925-3432
FAX 309-925-9053

Letter of suppart for ICN

Assistant Secretary

Nationa! Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commezce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Hlinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus PFunds Application

The Tremont Districr Libray has been using the Tifinois Contury Nework 121 lines for almoer 10
years, Trernont is ¢ soall rogal comrmunity (pop. 4705 for the Libzary Districr) located in cenial I negx Paoria,
Bloomington-idormal and Pekin, Some parm of our libracy diseict have zceess ro the {nteract, bur anly on
atiquated phone fines close to 40 years ald, Being on tho Internet in these areas is like watching 2 uetle run 5
czee. Oiher oprions are avadshble, bur they are very expensive and pornctimes nor very relisble. Calbls is noy
abarays available cither, '

The Tremont Library ix the one plsce in town Ppeopie can go to aceess the Tntetaet ax g high spead.
e library also offers wireless 2ccess. Our masr frequent sers ate peopls with ne fomputer at home such a5
students doing ontine classes; older people and poople with slow internes aceess, The COHMPUILE: are uyed for
enling ¢lasses, research, accessing information for peesonal use that cannot be viewed ar home due tn slow
Intezner; applying for onllnc jobg; sontcung reladves and friends; locking at photot of grandchildren {canpot
be viewed fram hoine duc to slow dpeed); and homewotk ooline For the local schaol spsEean,

The Teemant Diserict Library depends on ICN for stable zecess to the ELYAP—Resource Sharing
Alianee Datebase duily. Without this stability it is extwremely difficulr to check our iter, jook for iems enline
or add items ro the database.

We can only imagine what will hzpoen with the increased network capacity, banduidth, service
avatlebiltey inercase the nerwork's capaclry 500% £ TCM is awarded Eunding through the
Broadband Technology Oppormnitics Program (BTOP) funding the Americun Relnvesmnens and Recovery
Act{ARRA), The possibilitles are endless! Online classes could be done luvel

1€ ¥ can be of any assistance in advanging the State of Hinols’ applicason for broadband wmulus
funding, please contner me ot 309-925.5432 or by email ar sdl@dpc.ner.

Gl i ooz,

e
o Judith A. Scheirer

Library Dirceror
Tremonr Disirict Libuary
215 &, Sampson St

BEO. Bow 123

Tremone, IL 61568



“Time to Read”

Sallie Logan

P U B LI C LI B E ARTYT

1808 Walnut St.
Murphysboro, L. 62966

March 12, 2010

Assistant Secretary

WMational Telecommunications and Information Administration
1.3, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Fe: Letter of Bupport forthe Illmois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear 3ir,

Flease accept this letter of support for the State of Illinois” broadband stimulus grant
application. Sallie Logan Public Library 15 a rural library in deep southern Illinois that serves
a population of just under 2,000, Broadband access 15 very limited m our area and the library
depends on the ICH for connectivity. The library 15 the only wireless hotspot in
Murphysboro.

The library has had a 3084 increase in the number of patrons accessing the library’ s computer
i the last fiscal year Asthe economy experiences a down turn libraries have in increase in
use. The Btate Illinois” broadband grant application would be of great benefit to my library.
Added bandwidth at lower costs would be of great benefit to my library and my patrons.

It I can be of any assistance m advancing the State of Illmois’ application for broadband
stirnulus funding, please contact me by email at donella@shawls lib.1lus

Sincerely,
Donetla L. Uit

Donella L. Odum
Library Director



i Rolling Prairie Library System
' 345 West Eldorado Street
Decatur, IL 62522-2114

March 10, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.5. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear Sir,

Rolling Prairie Library System is in full support for the State of lllinois’ broadband
stimulus grant application. Rolling Prairie is a consortium of school, public, special,
and academic libraries located in central lllinois. Our headguarters is based in
Decatur. We have 122 members serving 264 individual libraries. One of our services
is a joint catalog and circulation system that allows 152 member libiraries to share
access to a collection of nearly 889,000 titles and close to 3 million individual items.
With the advent of the internet, more libraries have been able to jein and access this
collection. However, the stability of some of those connections is problematic for
many of the members. In addition, the cost of adequate bandwidth makes the
possibility of joining this automation group impossible.

Many of our rural libraries serve patrons who have NO access to broadband and
whose own Internet connections are problematic at best. As aur libraries
increasingly become the Internet access point for these patrons, many of who are
seeking jobs and upgrading their employment skills, the limits of the middle mile
bandwidth are seriously strained.

Additionally, approximately 70% of our members provide services in rural
communities. In these communities, the school and public libraries are the hub of
community activity. Inthese economic times more people are using the library as
their personal information portal and an access point for job searches and
applications, The bandwidth needs of our member libraries is not available to
pravide for these community needs, plus participate in the shared automation
program. A new ICN fiber network will be an advantage to these rural libraries and
schiools.

Beverly J. Oberl, Execulive Dircelor Phone 217 428 2556 Fax 217.428. 1852 W Ipls s



If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois’ application for
broadband stimulus funding, please contact me at 217 429-2586 or by email at
hevo@rpls.ws

Sincerely,

!\E}J_&E’JL«,EM%J l!} / ) g o

Beverly J. Obert
Executive Director
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Rockford Public Library
March 12, 2010

Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Mr. Strickling:

On behalf of the Rockford Public Library, I would like to express my support for the State of
Illinois' broadband stimulus grant application. The Rockford Public Library is a municipal
library serving the City of Rockford with a city limit population of 150,115 and an MSA
population of well over 300,000. The benefit of having a fiber connection through ICN cannot be
overstated.

The library's ability to provide service to the community and to operate in today's world depends
almost entirely on its ability to provide digital services and access to high-speed Internet
connections. In short, the library, as one might expect, is an intense bandwidth consumer given
its charge to provide information in all forms to its users. ICN and the State of Illinois' support of
better connectivity for our library is vital to our ability to serve the public.

The Rockford Public Library has found it financially impractical to obtain high-speed
connectivity due to the incredibly high prices for such service in the Rockford MSA. As a result,
the library has been forced to limp along with "less than good" connectivity because of the lack of
reasonable broadband opportunities and options. As a result, seniors, children, at-risk young
adults, home school families, the poor, and many others have suffered with barriers to digital
access for far too long.

The new ICN fiber network would allow the library to provide new levels of training,
programming, and educational opportunities for people in the Rockford MSA. The library has
contemplated such things as digital broadcasting, music production, art, publishing, and game



development for years, but due to bandwidth limitations, such plans have been shelved. Again,
the library simply must have better connectivity in order to provide the services needed for a new
digital generation.

If I may be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois” application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at (815) 965-7606 or by e-mail at fnovak@rockfordpubliclibrary.org.

Executive Director
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G A PEORIA HEIGHTS 846 E. Glen Avehue
E&%. e 0 Peoria Heighis IL F1616
PuBLIC LIBRARY 309.682.557

March 19, 2010

Asgistant Secretary

Mational Telecommmunications and Informatinn Administration
. 8. Depanmem of Commerce

Washingten, I C. 20230

RE: Letter of Support for the Iilinois Century Network
Rraadhand Stimulus Fnnds Application

Dear Sir;

The Peoria Heights Public Library supports the State of Illincis’ broadband stim§lus
grani application. The library is funded with 1ax doflars paid by the residents ol Proria
Heights, Illinois. Although the population of Peoria Heights is 6,650, we serve Jwider
alea of peoplc because this village is surroundcd on three sides by Peona and thd fourth
side by the Illinois River. As e member of the Alliance Library Lystem, we offe
reriprncal hormwing privileges ta library cardhelders from any other public librgry in fhe
area. Over 50% of our circulation comes from people outside of Peoria Heights

Participation tn the Iinois Century Network is crucial 1o our library, The scon
of this community is low, with aver 50% of the studenis in the school district qu ifying
for free or reduced Junch. The usage of the public arcess compuiers has tripled § the last
few years as more people have become dependent on computers to search for jolfs or
communicate with family or fricnds, Unformunately, however, they cannot affordithe
cquipment and the menthiy service provider fees, Because wearca village libr
fimited tax base, we ate challenged 1o he able to serve them. The ICN provides
opportunity 1o have faster speed al a reasonable charge. With the prowing usagsof the
computers. though, that T-1 Yine is being taxed.

The funding which the ICN is secking tirough State of lllincis’ Broadband Technology
Opportunitics Program grant application wall enable the Peoria Heighes Public Library 1o
have greater bandwidth at lower costs than if we were to go through another pro ider. As
the patren requests for expanded services offercd by technologisal advances grop, the
Library Board and staff want to mcet their needs. The sssistance of the ICN andjits
capabilitieg is crucial 10 making 1his pssible.

Bl
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EF%IA HEIGHTS 816 E. Glen Avehue
g%"g?. S T Pecria Heights,IL $1616
= . PumLIC LIBRARY 309.662.587

Thank you for your consideration of this grant application. Please contact me at §5i03)
682-5578 or e-mail me at mwestfall righeightslibuary.comg if 1 can be of any cr
ASFISIANCE.

Sincerely,

%ﬂ.uf{ry jfzéd?ﬂ,ﬂf.

Marsha Westfall, Director




OAK LAWN PUBLIC LIBRARY

8427 SOUTH RAYMOND AVENUE, CAK LAVYN, ILLINOIS 64453 | 708-422 4940 | www.caklawnlibrary.org

March 9, 2000

Assiztant Secretary -

Nattonal Telecommunicutions and Information Administration
1.5, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Winois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear S

This letter is intended to convey my strong support for the efforts of the lilinois Century Motwork (ICN}
to cbtain broadband stimuius grant funding, Having been ditector of the Oak Lawn Public Library
since 1992, [ am well aware that the IO has already provided invaiuable service to the 55,000 residents
of Oak Lawn and the many thousands of persons who use our iibrary [rom dozens of communities
surrounding south sublirban Chicago. The speed and efficiency of [CN in delivering middle miie and
fast mile service to our communitics can only be enhanced through stimulus funding support.

Our Library hopes to move aherd in this second decade of the 217 Century tc offer cur patrona the full
ranpe of services avaitable with fntemet 2 technology. Expanded handwidth at an affordable cost is
essential to libraries serving budget strapped low and middle income commumnities such as ours.  Many
of the senior citizens, strupgling businesses and unemployed persens in our communities cannot afford
high speed internet service and therefore need to look to the public library as a source for an accessible
on-ramp to the informration super highway.

The ICN hes provided excelient service in the past but needs additiona funding in order to continue
making progress in delivering high level service at reasonable cost to communities in reed.

[f{ can be of any assistance in advancing the efforts of the State of Lilinois to secure stimulus funding,
please do not hesitate to contact me at jcasevi@olplorg or (708) 422.4990,

irector




NSLD

North Suburban Library District

03-04-10

Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecommunications and Information Administration
L.5, Depattment of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinols Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

Kind greetings. My name Is Peter W. Caton and | am the Director of TT at the Narth Suburban
Litsrary District in Northern Tlinois, 1 am writing you in regards W Lhe Slate of Hlinois' broadbantd
stimulus grant application. The North Suburban Library would like to show our support faor the
Thinois Century's Network (TCN) plans o increase bandwidth across [llinois through the broadband
stimulus grant application.

The MNorth Suburban Library, itsell, serves residents of Loves Park, Machesney Park, Roscoe and
surrounding areas, The total population serves is about 70,000, We have about 25,000 active
card holders, The Illinuis Cenlury Network’s fiber project would be of great benefit to us a large
percentage of our patron population relles on us heavily for Internet services, Providing fast
Internel to our patrons is vital in helping our patrons remain up-to-date on the latest technologies
available through the Internet. From homewoark, to job searching, to recreational browsing, our
patrons rely an us for Tnternet services for all ther needs,

As demand for Tnternet services increases and bandwidth offerings remain stagnant, iL has become
challenge for us to successfully meet the demand for extra bandwidth, The library is therefore
always looking for fastar altarpatives that wauld also be cost effective. TCN's plans ta offer faster
Internet services would help us nol only meet today’s demand, but tomorrow's demand as well,

Cwerall, [CN privides excellent service and supporl. The only issue we ever encounter with LCN's
service actually does not Involve ICN Itself, rather, the respective support with the
telecommunication providers. Presently, ICN requires constituents/members to lease Internet lines
from various telecommunications companies. Thus, whenever there |5 a prablem with a line, TCN
relies salely on the suppart teams from the respective telecornmunications providers Lo solve the
problem. Unfortunately, there are times when the telecommunication support teams fall to
address Issues in a timely fashion, By funding TCN's fiber Initiative, TCN will be able o manage the
lines themsalves and in turn, ICN can provide the highest level support in all areas of service.

Maeth Suburban Librangl oves Park * B30 M Sacond 81 Lovess Park, 1| G101 1 » B1S/A23.4247

M it ol b LbntyHigacte « 382 Claylun Trecle,. Roscos, (L8173 « A58 23-6208
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North Suf:urban Library District

Lastly, the North Suburban Library net only provides patron Intermel access, but It also hosts &
shared circulation system for aight libraries across Northern [llinois. The extra bandwidth would
heelp.us better manage access to this shared arculation system, This s key as without access to
our shared circulation system, which includes our online catalog, staff at these llbraries would not
have the ability to assist their patrons to the fullest extent.  And i i, all of our patrons woulld
not be able to remotely access the resources they rely on dally.

In closing, ICN's fiber nitiative |5 a bold step forward In ensurmg all people In llinois have fast,
reliable Internet available n scheols, librarles and other educational facilities, This step s
impartant in-guaranteeing Lhat tinois remain on course to being 8 lechnological leader, nol just
across the state, but also, across the country.

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois" application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at 815-633-4247 ext, 22 or by email at pelerc@northsid.ory

Sincerely,

™

Pater W, Cato
Director of Information Technology
Morth Suburban Library District

6340 North Second Streel

Laves Park, Illincis 61111

Phone; (815) 633-4247 ext. 22 (Office)
Phone; (815) 919-3258 (Mobile)

Fax: (815) 636-5042

E-mail: peterc@northsld.org

Marth Scburban | hrandbovee Park « S0 N Seonad BT Lavaa Pamk 1l 1011 « B15/R33-1247

North Suburben Litoury Roscus + 3583 Claytim Cucla,, Ruscos L1073 « B15HZ2-0260
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March 15, 2010

Assistant Secretary

MNational Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.5. Departrment of Commerce

Washington, D.C, 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir:

| am writing to express our support for the State of lllinois’ broadband stimulus grant application. As a
library district, we serve 35 000 people in the far southwest suburbs of Chicago. ICN's plans to expand
their fiber optic network will likely mean lower costs for us, and ultimately, our taxpayers. The “last mile"
expansion would be very helpful to us and our patrons.

More and more patrons are using the thirty-one public access computers at our library, and as usage
increases, so will the demand for more bandwidth, Patrons use our computers for streaming audio and
video, and this could cause capacity problems in the future

With the higher capacities that the new ICN fiber network will be able to offer, we will be able to expand
our computer-based services in the future and maintain what we currently offer. A time will come when
we need to purchase additional bandwidth, whether it's because we're adding more computers or
because more patrons are taking full advantage of what we have now. |f we are unable to get that
additional capacity because of scarcity or cost, we might have to consider placing some limitations on the
kind of activities for which our computers may be used. ICN’s proposed expansion should ensure that we
will continue to have access to bandwidth at a reasonable price.

Qur organization supports the State of lllinois' application for broadband stimulus funding.

Yours truly,

\Jﬁ’&““ %D i

JoAnn Potenziani
Library Director
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