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Fength Martin Wicki Martia Elinn Bates
Ciyy Clerk Treagurer City Enginesr Aty
Fred Finghium, Mayor

City of Atlanta, [Uinois
PO BOX 2383 167 NE First Sfreet

Allanta, lnois 61723
Phone 2)7-648-2131 Fix 217645207

March 19, 2010

Assistant Scorelary

Nalignal Telecommunications
And information Administration
1.5, Depariment of Commerce
Washington, DLC. 20230

This leteer is in support of the Ceniral 1linois Broadband Networks Joan application for
the Wationa! Telecormmunications and Information Administration (NTIA) Broadband
Technelogy Opportunily Program (RTOP). Dur conumuity commends the offorts of
Congress, snd NFIA for this oppertunity to provide funding to qualified corapanies like
CIRE in order to bring essentlal broadbund services and opportunities to Rural Amenica.

The Rural Electrification Program laid the foundation for the ercation of jobs and
sorvices in Rural America end has been extremely auecessful. The BTOP program s a
natural cxtension of that initiative that will bricg technology advances 1o all of America
with ne copumunity left behind, After reviswing CIRB plan for our community as well as
tre olber piral eommunities of certral and southern Hlinois, 1 fzcl strongly that the foll
measure of the spitit of Broadband wiil be met,

Ta the remote mval areas America, such us Allanta, we appreciate these programs and the
endeavors of CIRB to keep pace with inajor urban cities botly here and abroad. We look
faroard  werking with CIRE to bring broadbend lechnology to ours and other rva:
commumi:es of [linots,

Singarely,

Fred tFinchim, aayor
Tty of Atlenta

Aooasond




VILLAGE OF GRIDLEY

117 E, Thivd Street
PO Box 168
Gridley, Hlinois 61744
Phone 309 747-2000
Fax 309 74773453

barch 12, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Infortsation Administration
U.3. Department of Cormmerce

Washington, D.C, 20230

Re: CIRBM
Dear Sir,

| am writing this lelter in suppn}r’t af the Geniral lltinois. Regmnai Broadband f\!et\.nmrk
{CIRBN) preject and propnsal SHE

The Village of Gridley is 5 small town located in. Central Itllnms The CIR3N would be of
great value to our small community if it were successful.: it would enabie the Village of
Gridley residents and businesses the oppatiunity to have. 2 more reasonable and a
reliable broadhand option that they do nothave at the present. Our residents and

- husinessas could therefore stay competitwe using our logal communications company.
Our residents and businesses wolld-havé the high quality bandwidth that would meet
thelr demand for business, ed,ucatmn afid entertainment Internet needs. This would
aive oUr 5chools an lntercoﬂnectmn to other schools and our EMT service a nacessary
high speed option to near by hospitals, The passing of the project would also help in
attracling new businesses fo our area.”

We are very excited abcutthe possibilities z2nd agam are in definite support of the
CIRBN projest.

Sinceraly,

Bﬁ)ﬂ‘{ v’m

Brent Kirkion
Village Presicent
Gndley, llinois
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WVillage of Arrowsmith
PO, Box 44
Acrowsmith 1 61722

Phone: (309) T27-1150
January 127 2009

Scoll Genchg

Divector of Teleconmimunications and Networking
Hlinois State Untversity

103 Williams Hall Annex

Normal, [L 617940

Scoti,

[ am writing this letigr of suppori (667 thé CéntralHlinois Regional i3roadband
Networl, grant effort on béhﬁl{‘ of:the -Village-of Arrowsiith, Amrowsmith is a small
community located ihe Chsier Imif uf ‘\{Llcuu County Hud las had a difficult time
attracting any intevest from Service: pmvldcn for high speed or broadband internat
services. Because of this onr local governmient;cmiergéney services and businesses within
lhe village are unable o realize the. lmneﬁts ﬂ{ lr::chmlof-y and the efficiencies that high
speed inlernel access providas,

e
S VR, P ]
i

We believe that access 1o the type of nefwork that'is being planned is critical o foster
cconomic growth, educational opportunitics and will allow smaller local governments to
be able to utilize and access the same types of technologies that are afforded larger
commuinities. We are hopeful that the CIRBN effort 15 successful in their request for
grant approval which would provide funding for this effort.

Thank ¥ ouw

Chad Waldeo

/ff“/ /2798

Village of Avrowsmith President
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Ofiee of the Mavor

February 2, 20140

Breadbard Techeolegy Oppertunities Pragram
Department of Carmmefce
Washiwngion, DC

Towhem lt May Concern;

flease aceept this letler as a statement of support from ke Town of Normal, lllinois far the Centrai linois
regional Breadhand Wetwork {CIBRN} Initiative. The Town of Mormal plans to support the CIRBK initiative by
providing physical infrastructure and Tacilities wharever fzasibile, Existing, Town cwnead ard/or maintained
cenduit and core node lacation Tacitities will be svailshte for considerattan. in addition, where new caaduir
znc fiber pathways need to be installed, the Town of Mormal will assist, within the scope of its power, with
right 0l way appraval,

The Town of Mormal sees the CIRBN initiative-as & projec: with potentialto bring far reaching henelits, some
as yel undizcoversd, to Bloomington/Normal and the outlying commurities within McLean Caurty. The
possibility of connecting some of the surcaunding communities te 2 high speed, shered access nebwork brings
with it many possiGilities-for resourse tonnectivity, utilizztion, and shartng. Such connectivity will aiso bring
econgmic development benefits to the reginn for years to come,

Benelits specific to the Town.of Normal include fiproved connectivity between existing locations, new
disaster recovery options, new options for pubi_ic safeby connectivity, increased capability tc share resources
with ather agencies and orgarizations within the community, increazed bandwidth, and lowering the cost for
internel coaneckivity by participating in a poaied envirenment,

Thank you for consicering the Town of Normal within the scope of the CIRBM initistive. The Towm of Norma!
seay itself as a strong partner with major invelvemesit in the CIRBN initialive and looks forward ta the
benefits it will bring to all ciizens in the region,

Sit 'erl‘:l',n

Chris Boas
rdayor

“Ooriaifited to Sorvfeg fSveeifenee™
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SANGAMON COUNTY
INFORMATION SYSTEMS DEPARTMENT

204 5. Minth, Roort 312 » Springfield, Tiinois 62701 = Tel {217 5353170 » Fax {£217) 535-37230)

iviarch 15, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecommuonications and Information Administration
L1.%. Department of Commercs

Washington, D.C, 20230

Re: Letter of Support far the inois Century Metwork Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dcar Sir,

Sangamon County currently utilize the ICN network to provide internet services toit’s 700
ernployees who are in turn serving the otizens or Sangamon County and other governmental
agencies. Sangamoeon County is lecated in the heartland of the nation —approximately 200 miles
southwest of Chucapn, 100 miles northeast of St Louis and 193 miles west of Indianapolis. As a
governmental body, we are trying 1o provide e-governmaent services to our citizens and
constituents as a more efficient and economical way of doing business.

Our customers include property tax payers, business owners, voters, clients of the court
system, citizens receiving health care services, citizens receiving assistance with utilities and
home improvements, couples getting married, families dealing with the birth of child or the
death of a loved one, township agencies, city & willage agencics, state agencies, and federal
agencios.

we were utilizing T-1 fines from ATE&T Global Services which proved to very costly and at times
unreliable. The City of Springfield has a fiber network within the city limits that we now utilize
in conjunction with the bandwidth being provided by the llinois Century Metwork, This has
greatly reduce the cost and also provided o higher efficient service.  Qur current situation is
high volume, not enough capacity and the need to make more services available via the
internet. With the current budget situatwon, more departments would like Lo take advantage of
cducalion webcast but we are [imited.



There are many benefits that Sangamon County would receive if we could have access 1o
broadband. If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of ingis” application for
biraadband stimulus funding, pleasse contact me at 217-535-3170

Sincerely,

L o Rz

Wayne L. Rovey
Direclor



~9-1-1-

Your Link to Emergency Servicms

QUINCY/ADAMS COUNTY 9-1-1

Steve Rowlands 222 N. 52" Street (217} 228-4572
Direetar Quiney, Hlinois 62305 Fax: 222-9361

March 15, 2010

Assistant Becretary

Wational Telecommunications and Information Administration
I3, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Fe: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear Sir,

The Quincy/Adams County 2-1-1 Bystem strongly supports the State of Illinois’
broadband stimulus grant application. Quincy/Adams County 9-1-1 15 a consolidated
Enhanced 9-1-1 dispatch center serving a population of 68,000 and all public safety
jurisdictions in Adams County. The center provides emergency and non-emergency
call-handling and communication response to public requests for law enforcement, fire
or emergency medical services

Quincy/Adams County 9-1-1 relies heavily on the current Illinois Century Network for
critical data connectivity with state and local governments as well as local public
safety agencies. Greater bandwidth 15 critical not only for current operations, but
necessary to take advantage of new and innovative technologies that will be necessary
for the implementation of Next Generation 9-1-1 (NG2-1-1) and other telephone,
radio, and computer-aided dispatch systems that utilize a high-speed broadband
infrastructure.

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for
broadband stimulus funding, please feel free to give me call at (217) 228-4572.

Sincerely,

<t J<Bwlamdi—

Steve Rowlands
Director, Quincy/Adams County 9-1-1



McLean County

Mol EAN COUNTY BOARD
{309} 885-5110 FAX (309) 368-5111
145 E, Washington PO, Box 2400 )
Blooring:on, linols 517022400 Chairman

nat Soransen

February 8, 2010

Brozdband Techinolopgy Opperiunities Pregram
Depzroment of Commarce
Washington, DC

To Whor It May Concar;

Please accept this lettar as a statemert of support {ram the Courty of Mclear, lllinais for the Central
ingis Regionzl Broadband Metwork [CIREN) injtiative. The County of McLean plars to support the
CIRBM imitiative by providing physical infrastructure and facilities wherever feasible,  Existing County
owned and /o maintained conduit ard core nede lccations will be available for considerstion. In
sddidion, where new conduit and fiber pathways nesd to be installed, the County of Mcbean will 355081,
withr the scope of its power, with right of way approvel

Tae County of Mclean sees the CIRBY initlative as & oroject with potential wo Bring far-reaching berefits,
some as vet andiscovered, to canstitients of this region.  The possibility of connecting some of the
suricw g cermnuanitizs woa high soeed, shared azcess nebwork Drings with it many pussibiloes o
respuroe conaectivity, utilization and sharng,  Suck cornectivity will a.so brirg economic deveioament
aenefits to the resicn for years to come,

Benelits specific to the County incivde new Sisaster recovery oplions, new oplions for public safeiy in
comnection with our integratecd justice system, remete support of municipalities that carnot afiord an
infarnation technology statf, providing the support of our heaith depaament resoueces in remote
lpcaticrs, increased bandwidth and iowering the cost for internel conrectivity by partic’pating in a
poolec enviroment,

Thaslk you for corsidering she County of Mclean within the scape of the CIRBN initiative. The County of
ivicL2an sees itse.f as a strong partner with major imra.vement in the CIRBN in‘tiative and foals forward
to thz bensfits it will bring to all citizers in the region.

Sncerely,

Erthew Snrense?i!

Chairman, the Mclean County Soard
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Madison County Governmenl
Employment and Training Departinent

Alan J. Dunstan
David Staecklie « Execioame Dirnector Cawnty Hoed Chabrian
101 East Edwardsville Road « Buite 1302 « Woad River, 1L 620981389 JHY Fromks
Phong (610 295-4445 = Fay [613) BIE-H345 Benel Comnty Board Chairperson

tAarch 17, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecommutnications and Information Adminlstration
WS Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Suppart for the lilinois Century Netwaork Broadband Stimulus Funds Apglication

Cear Sir,

| am writing in support of the State of lilingis Broadband Stimalus funds application suomitted by IHinois
Century Metwork, My organization, Madison County Emplayment & Training, has been associated with
KoM for at least 10 years. We have always found their level of service to be excellent and expect that to
continue and to improve with the benefit of the fiber projcct.

Qur arganization is a federally-funded local workfores investment area and we receive our funding at
the Yocal level throwgh the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunities. We provide services
to customers in Madison and Bond Caunties that are cconomocially disadvantaged, dislocated workers,
youth,, etc. We have “Resource Rooms” in eur offices that depend on reliable and fast bandwidth, We
offer our customers access to the Internet to perform job search activities such as online applications,
resurne writing, ete. Some of our rural customers are dependent on our offices for Internet access as
they are not either able to afford it in their homes or have access at all. Our staff also depends on
reflable access to the Internet to parform their day-to-day activities which inctude accessing the State of
linois" case management application [IWDS) to log our customers as they travel through our service
delivery systemn. This application is responsibie for tracking our services and is used to determine our
funding levels for future years. Maore bandwidth can only improve the speed in which we are able to
perform our duties and also serve our customers.

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of llineis’ application for broadband stimulus funding,
please contact me at 612-296-4445 or by email at dstoecklind@moetd org.

Sincerely,

F{Wf{’ f;%

David Stoocklin,
® Executive Director

A
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JACKSON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

FPromoting Health, Preventing finess, Protecting our Environment, and Preparing for Emergencies

arch 8, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Natienal Telecomrmunications and [nformation Administration
U.5. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllingis Century Netwark Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear Sir,

I would like to express my suppert for the State of Wlinois’ broadband stimulus grant
application. Our health department serves our rural community by using technology
that other agencies in larger areas can use more efficiently doe to greater bandwidth
which is a benefit of a more developed infrastructure. Cur technological future hinges
on improvements that are made possible though advancement in our communications.
Developing a greater data infrastructure in our area is vital te gcur advancement.

Having increased bandwidth would allow us to use tax dollars more efficiently, and
serve the people in our community on a higher level. IFICH is able to offer a fiber
network we will have the potential to remain competitive with internet based
technologies. This would be a tremendous opportunity Tor the people of southern
Hlinois.

Sincerely,

Pon Ford
Metwork Administrator
Jackson County Health Depariment

PO, Box 307

tuephyshorn, 1L G2966-0317

Phone (618) 684-3143

Fax (613) 684-6023

www.jchdonline.org PublicHealth



ILLINO1S

illinoisilinois
state
museum

DEPARTMENT OF ;
502 3, Spring S

NATU RgElﬁ Spnglield, IL £2706-5000
RESOUR Telephone (217} 782-7386
Fax (217) 782-1264

March 18, 2010

Assistant Secratary

Mational Telecornmunications and Information Administration
.5, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the illingis Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

As the Director of the lliinois State Museum (I1SM} system and a member of the lilinois Century
Network (ICN] Policy Commiittes, | fully endorse the State of lllingis’ broadband stimulus grant
application. The tHingis State Museum has six public facilities in lllinois, five of which are
connected to the Hlincis Century Network. Gur facilities are located in northern {llincis (the ISM
Chicago Gallery and the iSM Lockport Gallery alang the lliingis and Michigan Canal National
Heritage Corridos), central lingis (the {llingis State Museum and I5M Research and Collections
Center in Springfield and I15M Dickson Mounds Musepm in Lewistown} and southern lllinois {the
Southern [llinois Art and Artisans Center at Rend Lake in Whittington), We serve about 600,000
individuals through physical visits to our facilities and outreach off site. Gur Web Site provides
educational resources to over 2.7 million individuals across the world each year. The ICN fiber
project will increase our linkage with learners across the state by providing middle mile
transport on the network and providing last mile transport to the local community. There are
aver 1,000 museums in Hlinois, many of which are interested in connecting to the {llingcis
Century Network and would benefit from this project.

The llingis State Museum serves targe-scale research and collections databases and bandwidth
intensive Wab sites, such as the new Audio-Video Barn Web site
thttp://avbarn.museum.state.iLus) for the Museum's Oral History of lllinois Agriculture Project
ifunded by a National Leadarship Grant from the federal Institute of Museum and Library
Services]. The Web site serves over 300 hours of digital video and audio from over 130 oral-
history interviews with lllincis farmers and is searchable by topic. Greater bandwidth will
provide a better user experience of the audiovisual streams for intensive educational resotirces
such as this one.

Frinted on Recyeled Paper



Assistant Secretary
Mational Telecommunications and information Administration
Page 2

Our Lockport Gallery is the only facility that is not connectad to the ICN and would Benefit by
accessing middle mile bandwidth. Currently, the cost of connecting to the closast ICN facility is
more expensive than linking through a commercial 150, Service from the local provider is slow
and intermittent and does not zllow us to serve our online educational moadules in this facility.
Consequently, our visitors, including thousands of school children and families, are dented
access to these educational resources. The expansion of middle mile bandwidth would benefit
nUmMerats museums across the state and would aliow them to share their rasources with
broader audiences,

With the higher capacities that the new ICN fiber network will offer, the lllinois State Museum
and other llinois museums will be able to serve richer online Web modules, share data and
other resources, serve digital images of their coliections, and connect 1o mora laarnars across
the state.

If I can be of assistance in advancing the State of Hllinois" application for broadband stimulus
funding, please feel free to contact me at 217-782-7011, director@museum,state.il.us, or
through snail mail at the address provided below.

Sincerely,

&Wiwfz‘y@p)

Bonnte W. Styles

ICH Policy Committee Member
Director, lllingis State Museum
502 South Spring Strest
Springfield, [L 62796-5000



lllinois State Board of Education

100 Morth Firel Streal = Spongheld, Iingks 827770001

W iene net
Jesse H, Rulz Christopher A, Koch, Ed.D.
Chairman State Supadntanden of Educablion

March 19, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommumcations and [nformation Administration
LS. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:

The Illlinois State Board of Education (ISBE) is a consumer of ICN services and we are
seated on the ICN Policy Committee, We strongly support the Illinois Century Network
Broadband stimulus funds application. We host a web-based application for teacher
certification that is used by over 175,000 Hlinois teachers and administrators. ISBE hosts
over 100 web-based systems from our Springfield data center and most are accessed
through a secure web-based application called ISBE Web Application Security (TWAS).
IWAS presently has over 42,000 active users.  Our school districts customers are
throughout Illinois from cities to rural areas, They would be better served by having the
fastest available bandwidth to conduct electronic business with our agency and their other
service providers.

Higher bandwidth would also result in greater efficiency and productivity to the ISBE
offices in Springfield and Chicago. Our primary data center is in Springfield. Our
Chicago office and field-based employees all access applications hosted at our
Springfield data center. Higher bandwidth would directly result in faster access. In
addition, we have three (3) near-real-time replication streams from our Springfield data
center to our Chicago data center for disaster recovery purposes. Presently, there is lag
time in this replication due to limited bandwidth that could result in data loss if we ever
experience an outage. This could adversely affect recoverability in a prolonged outage.
Higher bandwidth would protecr the integrity of our data.

The ICN has an impeccable quality of service and they are dedicated 100% to the
institutions and constituents of [llinois, Most [llinois schools and districts utilize the ICN
for broadband connectivity and we stand in full support of the ICN for this broadband
stimulus funding.




Assistant Secrctary Strickling
March 19, 2010
Page 2

1SBE feels that the ICN fiber network will positton lingis, state agencies apd, most
inportantly, cur customers, for the bandwidth demand we envision in the fulure,
especially with the expansion of cloud computing. ISBE has been able to reduce travel
expense by hosting webinars for training sessions. In the past ninc months, we have had
100 live webinars with over 8,000 pariicipants. We record cach webinar and post links io
the recordings with streaming video. This rich-content requires higher bandwidih,

If we can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Ilinois’ application for
broadband stimuivs funding, please cantact Scott Norton Division Admimstrator for

Sincerely,

b hok. A 6L
Christopher A. Koch, Ed.D.
State Supenntendent of Education
Ninois Stale Board of Education
100G North First Street
Springfield, IL 62777




OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

JESSE WHITE = Secretary of State

lllinois State Library
Gwendolyn Brooks Building
300 South 5econd Strest
Springheld, lingis 62701
217-782-2G94

tarch 16, 2010

Assistant Secratary

Naticnal Telecommunications and Infarmation Administration
.3 Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support far the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

The lllincis State Library strongly supports the State of lllinois” broadband stimulus grant
application.  The lllincis State Library woarks with more than 4,000 libraries statewide in
praviding access to infarmation for the residents of lllinois. The |llinois Century Network {ICN)
has helped so much with information access. Libraries that cannect to the ICN have robust and
dependable Internet access for middle mile transport. In many instances, the ICN has also
helped public libraries and academic institutions in communities cooperate with other
coemmunity anchor institutions in cutting down the costs of last mile connectians to the ICN
point-of-presence.

Libraries face many budgetary challenges due to dwindling revenues. At the same tirne, library
use is increasing rapidly as more users are using the library to look for jobs and expand their
educational skills. In order t¢ meet patron demand, |ibraries need greater bandwidth at a price
they can afford. The ICN's effarts have been a tremendous boon to library service, and we
nead to ICN to continue to expand its middle mile transport in a cost-effective manner 1o meat
our needs,

Many areas of lllinois are sparsely populated, and commercial telecommunications providers
have been reluctant to expand services in areas where the revenue stream is limited. The State
of lilincis, however, has a commitment 1o make Internet access possiole in all areas so that
librarias and other community anchor institutions can meet the information needs to the
unemployead, the agricultural community and students of all ages.

Springfield, Il linois 62756



As one of the organizations represented on the ICN's Policy Committee, the State Library works
with pther organizations in ways to meet pur needs. With expanded broadband connectivity
through the State af lllinois project, libraries, schools, universities and others will ke able to
meet the spiraling needs for broadband access, Library patrons will not be limited in accessing
the online training and other services that they need.

Please feel free to contact me if additional information is needed about the State of lihnois’
application for broadband stimulus funding. | can be contacted at {217) 782-2994 or
acraig@ilsos.net.

Sincarely,

/0 :
ﬂwu
Anne Craig \

Director
lllingis State Library



Guy H. Alongi Geoffrey S. Obrzut
Chair President/ CEO
Proudly Serving
The Illinois Community College System

March 8, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Mlinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Assistant Secretary:

The Hlinois Community College Board fully supports the State of Illinois® broadband stimulus grant
application.

The Ilinois Community College System consists of 48 community collegesin 39 community college districts
that provide access to postsecondary programs within easy reach of every resident of Illinois. Community
colleges serve nearly one million Illinois residents each year in credit and noncredit courses and many more
through their public service programs. The colleges provide the community with training and technical
programs for employers and prepare students for transfer to other colleges or universities and for employment.
Community colleges also provide adult, literacy, and continuing education and services.

An important aspects of accessibility to community colleges is the availability of online courses. Illinois
community colleges are experiencing record enrollments this year, and online course delivery is a substantial
source of that growth. Both traditional age and nontraditional student appreciate the availability of online
courses as a convenient and cost-effective way to earn college credits, certificates and degrees. In addition,
colleges are better serving their students through an inieractive website that provides students with such
services as financial aid, advising, registration, and career planning.

By increasing the availability of bandwidth to our colleges, we can serve a more diverse population of
students, provide greater access to academic programs and support services, and increase course and program
completions. We welcome the opportunity to suppott this grant application and expand the mutually
beneficial partnership with the Illinois Century Network.

Sincerely,

(o SQ&W

Geoffrey S. Obrzut
President/CEQ

401 East Capitol Avenue * Springfield, Illinoiz 62701-1711 * {217) 785-0123 * www.iccb.state.il.us
Fax: (217) 524-4981 TDD: (217) 782-5645
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ILLINOIS BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION

431 EAST ADAMS STREET, 2ND FLOOR
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIZ 62701-1404

March 17, 2010

Assistant Secretary

WMational Telecommunications and Information Administration
7.3, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

EE: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Networls
Broadband Strmulus Funds Application

Dear Sir

The Illnois Board of Higher Education fully supports Central Management Services’
broadband stimulus grant application.

The Board of Higher Education is responsible for plannmg and coordinating the state’s
systern of higher education, which is comprised of 12 public universities, 48 community
colleges, and 97 private, not-for-profit colleges and universities serving over 200,000
students 1n fall 2009,

Universities have become heavily dependent upon the availability of affordable and
accessible bandwidth to carry on not just research functions but basic educational
functions. Instructionally, whether 1t 15 web-based distance leaming or wideo
conferencing, universities have become dependent upon low cost bandwidth to reduce
travel and leverage instructional resources and availability, Administratively, the flow
of data and required reporting has reached such a level that many larger campuses now
operate a separate admmistrative networls to meet demand. As for research, the use of
grid computing and the development of advanced computer modeling are entirely
dependent upon the availability of affordable and accessible bandwidth. In short, higher
education will require the exponential growth of available and affordable bandwidth to
meets the needs of the future This project promises to deliver this critical resource to
our institutions of higher education.

Agamn, we offer our full support in advancing the Central Management Services’
application for broadband stimmlus funding,

Sincerely,

by Erwrin
Executive Director
Phone: (217)782-2551 o Fax: (217)782-8548 o TTY: (38%) 261-2281 » wwwibhe org
Printed om Recyeled Paper



HomeCare

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

310 Fifth St. » Carroliton, 1L 62016 » (217) 942-6961 Fax: (217) 942-3004 Across Hllinois
e .

Damiel Woodlock, 1,005 Ruth Ann Flowers, RN, B.S.
BOARD OF HEALTH PRESIDENT PUBLIC HEALTH ADMINISTRATOR

March 11, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
LS. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

As a local community customer of the Illinois Century Network, we support their efforts to expand
broadband connectivity. The Greene County Health Department provides a wide range of public healih,
environmental health. and home health services affecting the entire population of Greene County lllinois.

The use of broadband internet connectivity is critical 1o our agency’s business and provision of services,
We continuously send and receive email communications with our community partners and with state
agencies. including Health Alerts and emergency communication with the [llinois Department of Public
Health. Broadband connectivity is essential for transmittal of patient records and billing data for our home
health services and for reporting communicable diseases and food-borne illness.

As a public agency, we have limited financial resources and find the cost of obtaining broadband internet
services from other service providers to be prohibitive.

Having experienced delays and communication failures in our intemet communications, the Greene County
Health Department would welcome [llinois Century Network's upgrade to fiber optic technology. We feel
the expansion of broadband connectivity would increase the efficiency of our intermet communication,
saving time that could be used for other efforts.

We appreciate the availability of lllinois Century Network s broadband services to our ageney, and would
be very pleased with an expansion of their broadband connectivity. If I can be of any assistance in
advancing the State of [llinois’s application for broadband stimulus finding, please contact me at (217)
942-6961 or by email at pgreene(@idphnet.com.

Respectfully.
. : ; 05

Ruth Ann Flowers. R.N.. BS.
Public Health Administrator

e Crrgoms Couimy Pyl Dhiprarieoen does ook discrimanmie (i admidsan (o programi or tentmens of enphoymem {m progis in cormplamee with the Tlisais Homan Rights Ace, (ke 15 Chal Rights ey Saetun
W14 e the Behabidimrion Aot the Agie Discmniinatine Agh b e Diseriminaton i Emplemani Ao, okl the U S gt INinob Conneniises. 17 pog Geel ye June Been dsermiimabed agist o Bk e moght fie
(Ve w oompiasn) viciih the isals Geparrment of Aging Tor informptiney call, | RN-TEEERG6 (Ve and TERH



Coles County Sheriff’s Department

701 7™ Street » Charleston, IL 61920-2102 = (217) 348-7332

Darrell Cox, Sherit? Brent Builer, Chief Deputy

18 March, 2610

Assistant Secretary
National Telecommunications and Information Administration

.5, Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllingis Century Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir:

Please consider this letter indicating my support for the State of lllinois’ broadband
stimulus grant application. Our office serves as the hub for network services for not only
internet, but faw enforcement data for all of Coles, serving over 800 employees in the
Charleston/Mattoon arez. Local telecommunication costs in our area for llast-mile’
connectivity have increased 8 fold in recent years. Due to these rising costs, in part,
we are still utilizing the same bandwidth as we were in 2003, straining our ability to
complete some tasks in as efficient a manner as in the past

Network speed has become increasingly important in recent years, yet costs to end
users continue to increase, making it difficult {o expend funds for greater bangdwidgth,
Many home users have substantially greater bandwidth than do we, even though our

need may be greater.

It's my understanding that should the illinocis Century Network be approved for funding,
. many of the boltienecks could be resolved by upgrading to a new fiber network, making

it more economically feasible for [ocal governments to upgrade their network

infrastructure, lower costs, and increase availability, capabilily, and productivity.

If | can be of any assistance in advancing this application for State of lllinois' broadband
stimulus finding, please contact me at 217.348.7332.

Sincerely,

Doamaeg.

Darrell A. Cox, Sheriff

TOTAL P.B81



Scone B. Mooy
Merpor

Shatron L. Dunbam
Clerk:

Qeear R, Kehlman
Trenser

Rgbeore ¥ Karls
Adneiigaior

Alag M. Sehrack
ALorney

Hebruary 8, 2010

Seott A, Gemung

Tdirector of Teleconumumieations & Networking
Iinois State University

145 Williams Hall Annex

MNonnal, Iincis 61750

Dear Mr. Gemmg:

The Pentiac City Council vecently heard a presentation on the
plans for development of a broadband networlcin Central Ilinois. We are
vory supportive of your efforts to sscure the grants necessary for
construction of this systern. The City of Pontiac locks forward to
providing as rauch assistance as possible.

Sicerely,

al ™
el SX
Fobeart T. Russail
Mayor
RTR Al

L CMcC 208 1

City of Pontiac, llinots = 115 %W, Howard Street +  Ponliaz, Mincis 61764
Bi%-844.3356 - ‘ax B15-B42-3835
wed siter ftmdwsew pontiocors v e-mail pontigofiooatioure
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City of LEXINGTON

Fenruary 16, 20310

Rendl Cenanp

Divesior of Telecommunicaticns and MNebworlking
Hinods Stete University

105 8 illinms Full Annes.

Mormal, 1L 63790

Dizsaer Seotl,

T am writing on behalt of 1the Oty of Texinglon to express our sapndet for the Demiead Mials
Reglanal Brodelbensd Network Witiative propozed by THinois Slate Univessity. As s smal] noral
comirenity it's searly impossibls to preduce tha kind of conneerivity snd bigh specd noetwork
capalilisics ihat you prupput o gur pw,

Pl ruviewend P propused prajoct wilh Tpeis Sieate Univesity, The fdea that & coftaboruion
of education, healtheare, public safuty, govemument, tot-for-profit end commergial instiilions
ca: worid tamather lo build affondable high speed nefworks is appealing. [ hebiove that endansed

irformaton wehrologies will be fundamental o ecynomics development in the Cily of Lexington.

| hope the project wnd the associaled yrand request will be congidered For the beuefis thal can be
achieved - - alfordable kigh speed nelwork connectiony, enhancad imerconnectivity betwesn City
Fazibetias aind rural service orgamizations and pelwvaorks, enhanced educational opportunitics in aur
sehoos and even boeal fivegiment in commercial development.

Respoeet Tullyy

e Ml

Jahe Maby
L
Oty ol Lexington

[

329 West Main Street « Lexington, (incis 61753
309-265-306% = Fax; 309-365-3811



‘ City of
Il CHAMPAIGN

IT Deparmmern = 102 N Meil 5t » Champaign 1L 61920 « (217 403-8970 « fax (217} 403-8983 = veww.ci.champaign H.us

March 12, 2010

Assislant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
1.5, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Supporl for the llinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dreur Sir,

The City of Champaign is 4 municipal government that uses the Illinois Century Network
(ICN) for Imemnet access. There are other agencies within the City that use ICN for their
connection as well. Extending the middle mile components of this network can only help
to further connect communitics across the State and focally. Local impacts can range
from students being able to have quicker access to information and services improvements
that wonld allow cur local library 10 reduce wait time for patrons simply reserving a book.,

Another function that this project could improve is the ability to co-locate facilities far
emergency and disaster recovery purposes. ICN’s project could extend the middle mile
component allowing agencies o select backop sites that are further away while being able
o function at local network speeds. Currently, there are some limited resoursces that
might suil this function, but options are currently too cost prohibitive,

If 1 can be of any assistance i advancing the Stale of Iinois’ applicalion for broadhand
stimulus funding, please contact me 31 217-403-8970 or by email at
fred.halenar@ci.champaign.il.us.

Sincerely M‘/
“red Halenar,
Information Technologies Director



Stephen K Stockuon, Mayor
109 E. Gtive, BO, Bos 3157
Bloorington, Ulise a1 T02-3157

h@"i CITY OF BIOOMINGTORN
|

Jamuary 19, 2010

Broacband Technology Opportunities Program
Depariment of Comperce
Waskiraton, DC

To Whom It May Concert

Please accept {his letter as a statemert of suppert from the City of Bloowminglon, filinois for the
Ceral Regional [linols Broadband Network {CIRBN) initiative, The City of Bloomington
plans to suppert ths CIRBN initiative by providing physical infrastruetare and facilities where
cver feasible, Bxisting, City owned and/ov maintained conduit and core nede location facilities
will be available for consideration. In addition, where new conduit md fiber patiways need to
be iastalled, the City of Bloomington will assist, within the scope of its power, wizh viglit of way
appravat.

Tha City of Bicomington sces the CIRBN ipitiative ag a project with potential fo bring far-
rcaching beneflts, some as yel undiscovered, to Bloomington/MNormal and the outlying
comnuites within McLean County, The possibilidy of connecting some of the surrounding
comraunitics o a ligh speed, shared access network boags with it many possibilities for
resaurce conpectivity, utilization, and shacing.  Such connectivity will also tring econowmic
development benehits to the region for years to come,

Benefits specific to the City of Blaomington includs increased connectivily belween existing
locations, possible new conneetivity to locations corvently not served, now disasier recovery
options, new options for public safety connectivity, including access fo previcusly unavailable
information, (i.e. surveillance camera video), increased capability to share resources with other
agencies sed orpanizations within the commnity, increased bandwidth, and loweiing the cost
for internet conncotivity by parbcipating in a pooled enviromment,

Thank you for considering the City of Bloomington within the scepe of the CIRBN initiative,
The City of Bloomington secs itseif as a strong paine: with major involvement in he CIRBIN
initiative and looks forward to the beneflts it will bring to aJ citizens in the region.

Sincersly,
A,
L
Siephen . Steckion
Sayor
Phone number 3-434-2210 For ilearing hnoained

Fax nunbzr  309.434-2802 TTY 309-320-5113
A couai npporunily smployer : .

P P L
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<1 VILLAGE OF
| HUDSON

} P.C.BOX 221
| HUDSON, IL 61748

“PRGIGTT OF THE FRAIRIE,

FRIDE OF

THE PEQFMLE"

hdarch 16, 2010

Aassistant Secretary

Mationa! Telecormmutications and Informeation Admimisiration
(1.8, department of Commerce

Washingtan, D.C. 20230

Re: CIRBN
Dear Sir,

1 am wriling This letter in snppart of the Central Dlinois Regional Broadband Metworl
(CIRBMN) project and proposal.

The Village of Hudsoen, Hiinois is a small town located in Centrol #linois. The CIREN
would b of great value te our sinali community it were ta be implemented, It wonld
allow the Village of Hudson 1o have 2 more reliable broadband service than we corently
bave. Also, the economic benefits of having a reliable and cost efficient broadband
retwork would be invaluable. CIREBN woudd allow the Village af Hudeon to attract new
businesses to the community, and enhance opportunities Tor cumrent bosinesses. It would
alsa allow our local elementary schiool and smergency service providess access to local
hospitals,

We are very excited about the possibilities and again are in suppost of the CIRBN project.

Sincerely yours,

Mack ¥ Ectie

Willage Preademt
Hudsen, llinois
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Chestrt Health Sysiems

March 19, 2010

Scoli A, Genung

Director of Telecommunications and Networking
llinois State University

105 Williams Hall Annex

Mormal, IL 61780-3500

Dear Scoif,

| am writing this letter in support of the Central liinois Regional Broadband
Network {CIRBN) and ita combined grant proposal with the illinois Ceniury
Network ({CN). Since 1973, Chestnut Health Systems has been providing
behaviaral health services in inois. Almost 700 Chesinut employees provide
chemical dependency and mental health treatment to thousands of clienis
annually over a broad section of central and southern lllinois. We provide
services to help individuals and families lzad heaithier lifestyles, to help
cmploycrs meet the behavioral health needs of employees, and to assist health
and human services professionals in their quest to better their clients’ quality of
life. Chiestnut, a community-based not-for-profit corporation, serves all local
constituencies, regardless of a client's ability to pay. The vast majority of our
clinical clients are indigent and meet federal poverty gudelines.

Chestnut's services are focused in six primary areas:

» Adolescent and Adolescent Chemical Dependency including inpatient and
outpatient services in cenhtral and southen illinois as well as commurity and
school-based sarly intervention with children and community-based alcohol,
tobacco and other drug prevention, and parenting education and early
intervention services for young moms ;

+ Employee Assistance Programs — offered to corporations to enhance
behavioral services available to members of their workforce;

« Credit and Debt Counseling — debt management and counseling for families
and mndividuals at risk of bankruptcy

+ Mental Health Services for the seriously and persistently mentally il —
psychiatric services, medication management and maonitoring, case
management, psychosocial rehabilitation programming to include life skills
building, vocational evaluation and training, individual and group therapy
services, anc supervised and supported living services, individual, famity and

“03 e tin Lathe: 1K e
Bloomirpgton, Thieais 6173
phova: 306827 5026 « L1 3008277267
Gre 300.820,3745 (Theas Tosds, + fos 3068203374 {Asbneinistrtivd
s b Lo DR



MARSHALL BROWNING HOSPITAL

618-542-21486 500 NORTH WASHINGTON, P.O. BOX 192
FAYX (£18) 542-4756 OU QUOIN. ILLINOIS 62832

tarch 10 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Wllinais Contury Network Broadband Stimulus Funcs Application
Dcar Sir,

We support the State of lliinocis’ broadband stimulus grant application. We are in favor of
nroviding high speed fiber connection that would allow us to better communicate with other
hospitals to provide fast and reliable patient care. Our customer base numbers are into the
thousands and continues to grow. There are seasonal changes depending on activities at our
local State Fairgrounds meaning that al any time we can have 50,000 or more visitors in sur
cormunity. CT, MR and other imaging technalogy continue to change the detail they can
obtain 1s what we will need ta be able to support in the foresesable future.

While we could purchase more T1's to provide greater access for remote doctors ang hospitais
the cost is to great. We need to have cost effective scaleable service available that wili allow
casy of use for our senior age patients, Doctors would be able to reliably access Hospital
services in 3 more efficient manner,

Being in a rural area, services use common carrier. Ta change providers in a rural area, you will
have special fees to provide the same scrvices. These fees may cause a rise in ¢ost 1o change Lo
a level where smaller hospital can not afford to switch. Maby areas don't have cable service
available, 5o for our elderly to have computer access they would have to purchase breadband
dovices which they may not understand how to setup or use dial up which makes transferring
irages (graphics) nearly impossible.

wfith higher bandwidth, our remote dectors and hospitals shouid be able to read imagesin a
more efficient capacity and should not have to wait for irmages ta download as they do today.

Thank you for your time in reading this letter. If ) can be of any assistance in advancing the
State of tlinois” application for broadhand stimulus funding, please contact me at 618-542-2146
X3254 or by ematl at depplin@marshallbrowninghospital.com.

Sincerely,

i,

Caniel W. Epplin
birector of T and Maintenance




Instituie for LIL.

: Wim
Psychoanalysis
David M. Terman, M.D. 122 South Michigan _r;x;n'_e-nué, 13th Floor
[Xrecior Chicago |llinois 60603

312.942.7474
Fax 312.932.5656
wwnw, chicagoanalysis org

March 15, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecoammunications ang Information Admiristration
LS. Bepartment of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lliinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

This latter is to express the support of the Chicago Institute for Psychoanalysis for the allocation
of Round 2 BTGP funds to the Ilincis Century Network. As a non-profit educational and mental-
health services institute, we rely on ICN to provide affordable bandwidth that is critical to our
operations. Our therapists serve in the greater Chicago area, providing reduced-fea mental
healthcare to children and adults. Our administrative offices and aducational programs,
located in downtown Chicago, require significant broadband resources to provide access to
over a hundred employees, therapists, facuity, and students.

The ICN fiber project would allow us to increase bandwidth enough to support a virtual
classroom environment using streaming video. The ability to conduct psychotherapy sessions
and supervisory training via internet conferencing is another powerful tool currently being
explored. In order for us to grow in thase new areas, it is important that ICN also grow to
support our needs in the 21% Century.

Thank you for your consideration. if i can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Hingis’
application for broadband stimulus funding, please contact me at 312-322-7474 x319 or by
email at scot@chicagoanalysis.org.

Sincarsly, ©

SCo
Director



Gibson Area Hospital

1120 N Mehvin, Gibson Cily, IL 60836

i Administration — (217) 784-2600
& Health Services g
GiBsoN GETS IT Hospital Main Number (217) 784-4251

March 3, 2010

Assistant Secretary

MNational Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the llinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear Sir,

Gibson Area Hospital, a 25 bed Critical Access Hospital, located in Gibson City, Illinois
fully supports the application by the lllinois Century Network to receive stimulus funds in
their endeavor to provide more bandwidth to organizations they provide ISP services to
Our hope would be that ICN could then provide GAHHS with increased bandwidth at a
rate that is much more affordable that our current solution.

Gibson Area Hospital is fully engaged in parinening with other Critical Access Hospital's
to form a Health information Exchange (HIE) for the state of lllinois. The creation of this
exchange will improve the sharing of information between health care providers and
ultimately improve population health. The increase demand for bandwidth continues to
grow as more applications become web based File sizes from Electronic Medical
Records continue to get larger, and the increased demand for fast, reliable access
continue to burden health care providers. The government geals of all physicians
meeting Meaningful Use thru the use of Electronic Health Records make the need for
more bandwidth even more critical.

Gibsan City is a rural community. Internet options In this area are limited. The providers
to choose from are Mediacom (Cable TV/internet), DSL thru AT&T, or some smaller
organizations that offer wireless. Two years ago the hospital moved to 2 Mediacom
Fiber Enterprise solutian. that provided GAH with a 20 mbps connection, but the cost of
this solution Is high, and we have had and continue to have numerous issues with
reliability of this connection.



As Director of Information Technology at Gibson Area Hospital | serve as the lead
technical contact for the hospital, our employed physicians, and physicians associated
with GAH. Should you have questions or need additional information from me please
feel free to contact me at Gibson Area Hospital. My phone numberis (217) 784-2229 or
my e-mail address is sean patrick@agibsonhospital org.

Sincerely,
Sean M.Patrick - Director of Information Technology

gp A redidl



Illinoisruralhealthnet.org

Illinois Rural HealthNet

Northern lllinois University

Illinois Critical Access
Hospital Network

Tri-Rivers Health Partners

Metropolitan Research
and Education Network

Illinois State University
Janet Wattles Center
Ben Gordon Center
Sinnissippi Center
Delnor Hospital

University of lllinois
Urbana-Champaign

Carle Foundation Hospital

Southern lllinois University
School of Medicine,
Telehealth Networks and
Programs

Improving health care through connectivity

March 24, 2010

Lori Sorenson
Director, Illinois Century Network

RE: Support Letter for Application for BTOP Funding

Dear Lori,

The Illinois Rural HealthNet (IRHN) is a 501(c)(3) that was established to help
provide high speed connectivity to rural health care providers throughout the State of
Illinois. As a participant in the Federal Communications Commission’s Rural Health
Care Pilot Program, the IRHN seeks to identify and implement cost-effective
approaches for our network requirements, working through the procurement
procedures as outlined by the FCC and the Universal Service Administrative
Company (USAC).

The IRHN is pleased to provide this support letter to the Illinois Century Network for
its application for BTOP funding. A successful implementation of this project’s
objectives is very likely to offer improved opportunities to identify affordable
broadband options in the 100Mbps to 1Gbps range for the IRHN. Should this occur,
the capability of the IRHN to fully achieve the Pilot Program’s objectives would be
significantly enhanced, because the options for high speed rural connectivity in
Illinois are limited at the present time.

Therefore, the IRHN supports the Illinois Century Network application for BTOP
funding.

Alan Kraus e Praiect Coordinator ® 815-753-8945 e akraus@niu.edu



CRAWFORD

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
1000 N Allen St » Robinson, IL 62454

03/09/2010

Assistant Secretary
Mational Telecommunications and Information Administration

LS. Department of Commerce
Washington, 0.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the incis Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Cear 5ir,

We would enthusiastically support the lllincis Century Network Broadband Stimulus
Application. My organization is Crawford Memorial Hospital; we serve Crawford County of
lllincis. We currently employee 12 physicians, and also support several physicians more in the
county.

With our ICN network, critical data is made to available our physicians from any location they
choose. It also makes information availakle to be sent to other locations. With higher
bandwidths, the critical information is availakle in a timelier manner.

Rural arzas like ours don't having the luxury of choosing high speed internet access.

With the higher capacities that the new ICN fiber network will ke able to offer, they will be akle
to provide a higher bandwidth for cur applications. We will alse be able to transmit cur data
electronic Health Exchanges.

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of llincis® application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at {518} 545-2551 or by email at tim.richard@crawfordmh.org.

Sincerely,

Tirmn Richard
IS Coordinator
Crawford Memaorial Hospital



Community Health & Emergency Services Inc.

Administration

148 East Pleasant Hill Road

One Enterprise Place, Suite 107
Carbondale, IL 62903-6160
618-4570450 telephone 618-4577329 fax

March 12, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information
Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network
Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir:

Community Health & Emergency Services, Inc. (CHESI) herein offers its support for the
State of Illinois’ broadband stimulus grant application.

CHESI is Federally Qualified Health Care (FQHC) system of care, serving seven
southern Illinois counties which include Alexander, Pulaski, Pope, Hardin, Jackson,
Saline and White. The first four counties we identify are the poorest in the state and
among the poorest in the nation. Pope County is the most sparsely populated county as
well. CHESI operates eleven clinical facilities, providing primary medical, dental and
behavioral healthcare services to more than 23,000 patients receiving more than 80,000
office visits per year. CHESI also operates an 83-bed skilled nursing home in Cairo, a
same-day surgery center, CLIA-rated “high complexity” diagnostic laboratory, an urgent
care department and a radiology department offering mammography at the Cairo Mega
Clinic, the largest of our facilities.

One of the critical problems we have had to deal with is the lack of adequate
infrastructure to provide broadband services in many parts of our service area. We moved
our IT center to our Carbondale administrative office because Verizon made a business



decision not to invest in the needed infrastructure south of Marion. And in many of the
smaller counties we serve, even DSL is not available.

This comes at a time when connectivity and available bandwidth is more important than
ever, as CHESI is transitioning to an Electronic Health Records system which will allow
us to better and more safely serve our populations, many of whom are members of the
chronically unemployed or underemployed, and the majority of whom depend upon
Medicaid or CHESIs sliding fee discount program to access needed health care.

The improved access to broadband is critically important at the “last mile” of connection
so to speak, where the importance of electronically transportable medical information
will result in far better health care, improved patient outcomes, the saving of lives, and a
subsequent reduction in health care costs, - goals we should all embrace.

Thank you for your attention to this information.

If I can offer additional information in support of this application, or be otherwise
helpful, please don’t hesitate to call upon me. I include my contact information.

Respec;}fluﬂjr','/"; J

-

o

Frederick L. Bernstein
Chief Executive Officer

618 457 0450; 618 734 4400 fbernstein(@chesi.org
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Pinckneyville
Community
Hospital

fecefitg el wvipe o feaRifice omorers

Maech 9, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecommunications and Information Adwitistration
L5, Departrnent of Commerce

Washington, 0.C, 20230

fe: Letter of Support for the llinois Century Network Broadband Stimuolus Funds Application
Crear S

We are writing this letter to express support for the Minos Centory MNetwork's grant application.  Pinckneyville
Community Hospital is a Critical Access Hospital serving all of Perey County and their citizens. By ailowing the 1IN
to expand their services through the proposed fiber project our argamzation would benefit greatly by serving the
community by offering greater healthcare services o gur citizens. \ilith the evolutton of health exchanges, the
hospital's neads for growing bandwidih and technology will continue Lo expand in the neat future.

Finding affordable telecommunications options in ryral, downstate Minoes continees to be quite challenging. The
Miraois Century Metwork continues ko play an important role te foree the market intg providing and offering
affordable solutions. The JCN's push towards offering greater competition as well as government leadership has
offered our hospital the ability to transfer PACs files, electronic health records, and other patient related
information over high-speed telecommunications [Ines, As ouf neads coptinue to grow, Tinding affordable solutions
iz always a difficult challenge,

Ower the next couple of years we expect our demand for bandwidth 0 continue to grow exponentially, Without
affordable telecommunications that is supported by a reliable and professional carrier(s), our heaithcare partners
and patients in rwral Winols would be at risk, The expansion of the ICN is an attractive option to meet the needs. In
addition, consumers and patients from the home will create additional demand for more bandwidth if they sepk to
interact ditectly with the healthcare solutions located inside the hospital and community,

We would like to thank the National Telecommunications aznd Informatien Administration for their support in this
type of infitiative 10 helg rural Wingis and the healthcare industry. We fully support the Ilingis Century Network's

propasal and kope, for the benefit of iinms citizens, you consider their application,

If you have any guestions {eel free to contact us. We can he reached at G1f -357-2187 or via email at

thudgins@pyvillehasp.org or kjcavson@ puillehosg.org.
Karg Jo Carﬁ&n WMACC, CHEP

poctiull

Thomas Ritdgins, FACHE
Administrator/CED CFO/Compliance & Privacy Officer
Pinckneywville Commmunity Hosptat Finckneyville Community Hospital

101 . Walnut St., Pinckneyville, Mllinois 62274
(618} 357-2187 - fax: (61R) 3537-6740



group counseling, including domestic viclence counseling; outreach te our senior
population, crisis stabilization residential services

« Housing Services — Chesinut provides, through owned or leased properties,
safe and secure housing for the mentally ill, including those who were formerly
homeless, and substance-abusing women with children.

« Llighthouse Institute — a nationally-reputed program providing behavioral
health research, program evaluation services, and professional training services

If CIREN becomes a reality, Chestnut and its mission will benefit from better
Internet bandwidth at reduced cost over our present services, as well as provide
improved connachvity options to our two remote central lllinois facilities. Qur
research division alone, the Lighthouse Institute, requires wide bandwidth to
suppaort its nationwide network of substance abuse providers who use its
assessment tools to betier treat their clients. Alse, as Chestnut moves to expand
its current use of electronic medical records, reliable and robust bandwidth will
become increasingly critical to our clinical operations as well. As an indication of
our organizational commitment to this initiative, Chesinut has agreed to provide
the nacessary facilities o host a node on the hetwork at our corporaie
headguarters in Bloomington.

Feal free to contact me anytime if you have guestions. | can be reached at
asenderi@chesinut.org or via phone at {309} 820-3579.

Sincerely,

Alan Sender
Chief Operating Officer
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LeRoy CUSD #2
600 East Pine Street LeRay, 1L 61752

Valwing: ‘Honor, Characror, Communicarfon, and

Cormpetition™
Erin Conm, {3any [L. Lipsord, Stove Reschlee,
Eleswaananey: Peinecijind Sune e tdent JrurBiry Fligh Pratcipal
sy deroy k12 s Plione: (3000 902-4211 Fax: (3] 962-9312

March 12 2010
Astistant Secretary
Matinna’ Telecommunizationg and Inforrration Administration
J 5 Departrnzsnt of Cammerce
Washington, D0, 20230

Re: CIRBN

Dear Sir,

Lefoy Community School District Mo, 2 serves the community of LeRoy, [L with approximately
3500 residents. The School District has agproximately 900 students and 120 staff. We are
located in Ceatra. lllinois on Interstate 74 betwe2n Bloomington and Champaige, Our School
District currerty aceesses the Internat in three manners. We have a location with ADSL
{F08khps), 2 focetion with cable Internet service [Gmbps), and a lacation with 2 contracted fiker
connection [Bntbps) with the local cable provide- to the ICM network in Rantaul. Each
connection has costs associated. We pay on average about 510,000/ /year in Internet costs
cetween all conrection services.

We are seeking to unify our camous connections to beller serve our stalff and stedents, Cur
tiggest problem we face is maintaining filtars at each location providing a connection ta the
Inrernet. This becomes a very difficult and hard to manage problem.

Bezause of our rural location and schoal district we are limited to lower handwidth services at
nigher costs as well as locations which can't get faster service due to older carrier nardware or
services just not available in those areas of the cormmunity. We see peak Internet usage causing
certain delays in streamed services such as Discovery Channel Online,

CIREM will provize many benefits to our school district as well as aur community. We see great
possibilities in increased speeds and connectivity to unify our services as well as provide higher
speed connections to services such as Discovery Online.

hh_“"‘"—-—.._‘_
A % ;
= ~TTh orEir,FSuperi endent

Personal Authorized legally to act on behalFof the Entity

Sincerely,

GRT ki,

Fyf—
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MAR—~LE~20:0 D8 3 Teleslogic Loarn 217482472

TELEQLOGIC LEARNING COMPANY

114 5% Anch Sirect
Attanta, Dinois 61723
Urited Sfates of America
phone 2 17-648-5077

fax 217-648- 2479

wunw teleoiogicnet

March 17, 2010

Assisiant Secretary

Najional Telecommunicafions alid Information Administeation
11.3. Depastment of Cominerce

Washingtor, D.C. 20230

Re: CIRBMN

Dear Sir,

P_oCOY

Telealogic Leaming Campany, located in Atanta, Tllinois designs and protuces onling training for

2 variety of clients, imcluding government and private entities thronghout Jltinods and ectoss the
Ynited States, Employees of Teleclogic currently access the intemet via our phtne carmer,
Verizon, Inc. using half a dedicated T1 line.

While the service provided by the bandwidth armagement we have in place with Verizon 1s good,
the monthiy cost is vesy high for a small organization such a5 ours.

We have songht blds from alternate providers but have run up against similar, if not higher, costs.

Should Teleologie be able 1o secure lower access rates, it would help in our ongoing attempts w0
reduce overhead adminisirative costs and thereby help make our buainess more stable.

Picase feel free 10 contact me dirsetly shomid you have any additional questions, uaing the contact
inforemation noted above.

Sinccm:[y:
[l T

William M. Thomas, CEO
Teleolopie Leaming Company

Total F.DO3Z




WVillage of Arrowsmith
PO, Box 44
Acrowsmith 1 61722

Phone: (309) T27-1150
January 127 2009

Scoll Genchg

Divector of Teleconmimunications and Networking
Hlinois State Untversity

103 Williams Hall Annex

Normal, [L 617940

Scoti,

[ am writing this letigr of suppori (667 thé CéntralHlinois Regional i3roadband
Networl, grant effort on béhﬁl{‘ of:the -Village-of Arrowsiith, Amrowsmith is a small
community located ihe Chsier Imif uf ‘\{Llcuu County Hud las had a difficult time
attracting any intevest from Service: pmvldcn for high speed or broadband internat
services. Because of this onr local governmient;cmiergéney services and businesses within
lhe village are unable o realize the. lmneﬁts ﬂ{ lr::chmlof-y and the efficiencies that high
speed inlernel access providas,

e
S VR, P ]
i

We believe that access 1o the type of nefwork that'is being planned is critical o foster
cconomic growth, educational opportunitics and will allow smaller local governments to
be able to utilize and access the same types of technologies that are afforded larger
commuinities. We are hopeful that the CIRBN effort 15 successful in their request for
grant approval which would provide funding for this effort.

Thank ¥ ouw

Chad Waldeo

/ff“/ /2798

Village of Avrowsmith President
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Fength Martin Wicki Martia Elinn Bates
Ciyy Clerk Treagurer City Enginesr Aty
Fred Finghium, Mayor

City of Atlanta, [Uinois
PO BOX 2383 167 NE First Sfreet

Allanta, lnois 61723
Phone 2)7-648-2131 Fix 217645207

March 19, 2010

Assistant Scorelary

Nalignal Telecommunications
And information Administration
1.5, Depariment of Commerce
Washington, DLC. 20230

This leteer is in support of the Ceniral 1linois Broadband Networks Joan application for
the Wationa! Telecormmunications and Information Administration (NTIA) Broadband
Technelogy Opportunily Program (RTOP). Dur conumuity commends the offorts of
Congress, snd NFIA for this oppertunity to provide funding to qualified corapanies like
CIRE in order to bring essentlal broadbund services and opportunities to Rural Amenica.

The Rural Electrification Program laid the foundation for the ercation of jobs and
sorvices in Rural America end has been extremely auecessful. The BTOP program s a
natural cxtension of that initiative that will bricg technology advances 1o all of America
with ne copumunity left behind, After reviswing CIRB plan for our community as well as
tre olber piral eommunities of certral and southern Hlinois, 1 fzcl strongly that the foll
measure of the spitit of Broadband wiil be met,

Ta the remote mval areas America, such us Allanta, we appreciate these programs and the
endeavors of CIRB to keep pace with inajor urban cities botly here and abroad. We look
faroard  werking with CIRE to bring broadbend lechnology to ours and other rva:
commumi:es of [linots,

Singarely,

Fred tFinchim, aayor
Tty of Atlenta

Aooasond




PONTIAC TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL

1140 MOlkA AVENUE
PONTIAG, ILLIMCAS 61764
Fiiene £15-844-6113

march 8, 2018

Group for CIRBN LLC
Scott Genung, Director of Telecormuaications and Networking at Iliincis State

Universily
Dear CIRBN LLC sod Co-Applicants,

I am writing this letter 1o support of the CIRBN Broadband Stimulus Grent Application.
T asn the Technology Coordinator at Poniiac Twp. High Scheol Bistrict 30. Pontiac Twp.
High School is a 9-)2 diatrict serving around 850 students and around 120 faculty and
staff members. The county career cender is alsa physically attached to the high school
where it serves Pontiac Twp, High School students phus avouid 150 students fror area
schools in Livingston County. Pontiac is a community of 12,000 people located in
Central Ilinois.

We curzently have an 1 iME fibor connection to Illinois Centiry Netwnrk. Though
Tntemet nesge in the District grows continwally, our options for increasing bandwidth to
meet our needs are still limited and cost prohibitive. Not only does onr Iitemet usage
grow, in¢ types of resources and acfivities we need to aceess, including sirearning video,
Tequire greater and greater bandwidth. The bandwidih that will be made possible under
CIRBN would significantly impact fae cducational opportunities that we can pravide our
students.

Pontiac Towneiip High School Distriet 50 supports the CTRBN Broadband stirtulus
arant propossl and we look forward to the possibilities it can provide to our District. If]
can be of any assistance in advancing CIRBN’s application for broadbend stimulus
fonding, please contact me at 815-844-6113 or by emuil at kravsea@pontiac.ki2.1.us.

Sincerely,

U Mpauae

Amy Frause
Technology Coerdinator
Pontiac Twp. High School District 20




Higher Education
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ILLINGIS INSTITUTE
OF TECHNOLOGY

March 17 2610 rronstorming ves. leantiag e Fuicre,

Assistanl Seoerelary

Maticual Teloeommunications and Infonnaticn Administranog
L5, Deparirnent of Clomomnerce

Waziirgtnn, O£, 20240

Ke: Letter of Supaart Feor che inais Century Newwork Broadbamd Stimules Funds
Appheation

Diear Si'haclam,

The [Niners Insticate o Tochnology wishes o oxpress owr supspart for ihe State of Hmos®
broabsanc seimulas grant application.  Hlinoig lastuiute of Techiolog is a vatioral,
tecknalogical, Ph [-grantig research university, with world-eenowncd programs in
engineering, arch feerar, the seicnces, bumamiee, paychelogy, business, lave, o dsiga
O school has (Tve campuses throughour the preaer Chicagolued metrepal tan arci and
provides sdusational gervices o 1,000 of student annually,

£ urre 1y, middle nule Bandwidth i o very cxpens ve service that 10T obtaing taouga
single provider, AT&T, 'Thus we iire aware ol how S petisive 111252 warvices o We e
only imaping how nch greater ey are for o Targer organization such i e 1ol Coatury
Netwaork. Approving fuding for ihe JCN Broadbaod application will gnable the 1TN to offer
morg hardwidth at o sipniticantly lower cout 10 all users tate-wide, welad:ng 1] I e,
e il reduee ooy eoss allowing the Uiiversity 1o inveat capital mome shreclly mio
edugption anc reszarsh 10 will also allove ws 0 oller proater bundwidrl 1Lasalle
Irssitung, o high schoet that s adjacent to our main caenpus in Chicags:.

An udhditional berefit of having the JCM we ot owned [iber 15 thul 1 gsves edicalivng
inslilu tions a anter neeal path et is nel subject w the disputes or interlirenge of privae
buzinesses, This greatly noproves e redundancy that we ean haild St e neowerk and
wllers a lowor cost Jor disaster recovery.

We behove that the ew [ON fiber netwark will he able 1o ofter inprowed hindwidth, lower
costa and more options [orredundaey and disaster recovery,

oo advanc g e Stae oF [mes " aopleation (o Breduks
cangagt mig gt J12-567-32900ar by cridl SF e pahini L,

11 can be el any assisy,
stinulus Tunding, pl

Sin et uly,

ol Information 2 Mecr
dmais Insntule ol Teel nolagey
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fiarch 17, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Nationat Telecommunications and Information Administration
.5, Department of Cornmerce

washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Latter of Support for the lnois Century Network Broadhand Stimulus Funds Appilcation

Dear Sir,

| am writing in you in sUpport of the State of lllinois’ broadband stimulus grant application. As B
provider of higher education in the northern Uinois region, with a significant ernghasis on
delivering education in innovative ways, reliable Lroadband at reasonable costis absoiutely
critical o our success in serving the students and businesses of the region.

The University Center of Lake County is a unigue higher education program serving the needs of
Lake County as well as northern Caok County in northern lllinois. We offer a broad spectrum of
hachelors and masters level programs — primarily for working adults ~ through a number of
mamber universities. We are abla to do this by leveraging tachnology in mo:tt svarything we do
— with an emphasis on the use of broadband for videoconferencing as well as for students 1o
gonnact 1o their uRiversity’s homa campus netwaork for content and communications. 10
addition we provide webcasts of class sessions, as well as sn-demand viewing of selected
classes for students.

There is no guestion that reliable, availahle, and cost effective broadband access is Ley to
snnovative models in education. It evens the playing field by enabling all students te have equal
access to faculty and learning resources, without the cost of relocation and travel. Itis the use
of such technology that enables us 10 serve students who are place-bound, 50 that theycan
continue to work and support their families while completing their education,

The increasad capacity that the ICN fiber network wili provide will enable us to extend our
capacity for distance learning as well as for leveraging technology for on-demand access to
lectures, presentations, ang video.

1200 Univerelty Centes Drive
Erayalnkee, 1L G030
[BAT) HER-400E

LTt



UNIVERSITY
CENTER M

ok NGOE GO A
Should you have any guestions, oF f | can be of assistance in helping evaluate the 5tate of
Wnois’ application for troadband stimulus funding, please contact me at [B47) 665-2005, of by

email at jkane@ucenter .ot

Sincer%f

lodeph R. Kane
irector = Technology and Business Development
University Certer of Lake County

1200 Unlvarsity Center Drive
Grayslake, I, 60030
t5d'?) £65-400D
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March 18, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.3. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the liinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear Sir,

Hlinois Office of Educational Services is a research, curriculum and administrative
services resource for IMinois sducators and trainer. We conduct classes, webcasts,
training workshops and other educational services from our computer Jab and
webeast studio. We rely on our bandwidth to provide quality multimedia services.

The focus of the Ilinois Office of Rducational Services (IOES) is to be an
indispensable resource to educators, trainers, and learners of al) disciplines. The
TOES recognizes the necessity of providing assistance to educators, trainers, and

" learners of all disciplines who are attempting to keep up with rapjg changes in the
education and training environment.

Our current bandwidth does restrict our ability with some of our services. With
increased bandwidth we wiil be able to reach a broader audience with our trainin g
sessions, workshops, webcasts, etc. and provide ngh quality services.

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Ilinois’ apphication for
broadband stimuius fouding, please contact me at 217 786-30190 or by email at
imillex@ioes.org. -
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Sincerely,

Feon Tl

J/

~Joann Miller

Lan Administrvator

Illinois Office of Educational Services / SIUC
(217} 786-3010 x 236

jmiﬂér@ioes.org




EDWARDSVILLE

March 11, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Suppont for the lllingis Cantury Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

This letter is to express support for the State of |llinois’ broadband stimulus grant application
Southern lllinols University Edwardsville (SIUE) is a public comprehensive university, focusing
on undergraduate education, graduate and professional programs, scholarly research, and
public service. As part of the Southern lllinois University System, SIUE enrolls over 13,000
students from all 102 lllinois counties, 44 other U S, states or possessions, and 48 nalions.

The llinois Century Network provides SIUE's faculty and students with Internet connectivity,
including connections to other universities, libraries, and research networks. As Internet usage
has increased, the cost of commercially available circuits have not decreased. leaving those
users not physically connected ta high-speed peer locations withoul affordable bandwidth.

Access to scalable, affordable bandwidth s crucial to the increasing demand for distance
learning, telecommuting, and cloud-based services. These technologies allow the University to
reach a broader audience and connect students and faculty to peers at other universities for
increased collaboration. Examples include providing educational opportunities to health care
providers in rural areas they might not otherwise access. The SIU System has worked for
several years to develop a comprehensive broadband initiative but has had limited success with
commercial providers participating.

Bandwidlh demands are outpacing the reduction in rates charged by middle mile service
providers. Networks like the ICN allow a wide variety of institutions and agencies to share
resources and aggregate connectivity In areas across the United States that have multipie
connectivity options.

Censtruction of a high-capacity fiber optic network will allow the ICN to continue 1o offer flexible
and affordable access to other universities, commercial services, and research networks like
Intarnet2

If | can be of any assistance in furthering the State of lllinois’ application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at 618-650-5234 or by emall at [vandev@siue edu.

Assoclate Vice Chancellor for
Information Technology and
Chief Information Officer

lnformation Technology Services. Box 1068, Edwardsville, Dlinms 26 1068, A1 RA30-3500, Fox: 61 8050-3155



| Southern

Minsis Un: - information Technology
Iinecis University v infotech, si.edu
{Carbondale wirw sinc.edu

karch 9, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecommunications and Information Administration
0.5, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lMinois Century Metwork Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

This letter is to suppoert the ICN stimulus application on behalf of Southern lllincis University
Carbondale or SIUC. SIUC has an enrclment of around 20,000 students per semester, which
includes over 4,000 on-campus students living in our residence halls. SIUC is the largest
emplover in our region, which is to say the University is a key economic contributor. SIUC is
nestled in the southern part of the state and is very inconveniently far removed from a variety
of services and other benefits enjoyed in the central and northern parts of the state. Having
adequate bandwidth for both the University and the greater cormmunity has been to date an
insurmoumiable problem. Repeatedly in my 17 years of service, | have received calls from
bandwidth sales people who have vary enthusiastically stated their ability to provide bandwidth
to the University and at a low price. The common practice has bean to provide these vendors
an address and phone number for the University and wait for the vendor to determine what
they can provide and at what cast, & week to s month {ater, a vary fess than enthusiastic sales
persan would call back and inform me that they cannot provide any bandwidth to SIUC or
certainly not at a low price. 1 can hear the words as though it was just yesterday “Well, we
didn't realize you were in that part of the state.” Repeatedly, my predecessors and | have
approached a variety of vendors sacking either bandwidth or dark fiber. Four years ago, a
vendor guoted 54 million per year for a one gigabit connection, That's $333.33 per meg per
menth.  In September 2009, a vendor quoted $138 per meg per month for a 90mbos
connection. Another vendor quoted $7 per meg per month, however SIUC would need to lay
335 miles of fiber from Carbondale to Chicago to take advantage of this great price, A fiber
path exists from Chicago to New Orleans that literally runs through the center of the SIUC
campus. The fiber owner stated last week that they would not IRY the fiber to SHIC because
they did not want to strand fiber from Carbondale to New Orleans. Stated plainly and based on
years of experience dealing with this issue, there are no good options for southern illinois and
Southern lllinois University Carbondale.

Our need for a middle mile provider is dire, fach semester the enrollment at SIUC is either
stagnant or slipping. A huge selling point is the ability to provide bandwidth to our student

Wham B15 - Mail Cade 4622 = Sautharn lllingis University Carbondale
B25 Wham Drive = Carbandale, Minois 62901 w 618 | 4536280 = Fax; 618 453,528



population and especially so to those students living on campus, On-campus housing is their
home for the semester and the expeciation is for Internet connectivity equivalent to the DSL
services in their home towns. SIUC must restrict the bandwidth available to each resident to far
less than DSL speeds. Affordable bandwidth as a recruitment and retention tool could help
SIIC reverse the recent downward enrcllment trends. Professors and researchers have left
SIUC because of the inability to communicate with collaborators at other higher education
institutions. The transmission of huge data sets fail due to a relatively low bandwidth capacity
and the tack of a dedicated research and education connection. These failures have resulted in
some researchers moving data to physical media and using FedEx as the transport mechanism;
a barbaric means in today's digital age. Departing professars and researchers take with
them/ftake away from SIUC the knowledge transfer that is essential to a higher education
institution, which means our students are deprived of the wealth of knowledge and experience
held by those faculty members. Departing professors and researchers alse deprive SIUC of
millions and millions of dollars in grant monies; having a direct ifhpact on the University but
also on the surrounding community. National level research projects requiring high bandwidth
don’t get serious cansideration at SIUC. SIUC also has resources that could be used by facuity
and researchers worldwide but for our bandwidth limitations. Cost effective Internet
bandwidth and more importantly research and education network connectivity will be crucial in
SIUC achieving its goal of bacoming a top 75 research institution as outlined in the Southern at
150 pian.

The Ninois Century Network has been an excellent service provider. The ICN is stable and
reliable and they are a great partner. However, the ICN suffers the same stifling limitations
when oroviding services in southern lllincis. Though ICN prices are high, ICN provides
redundant connectivity for SIUC which has never been offered by any other would be service
provider. ICN tog is at the mercy of the same providers in our region who either do not have
facilities, who cannot provide service or who simply charge exorbitant prices. No other
organization in the State of lllinois is positioned to provide the connectivity and services that
SIUC desperately needs.

The ICN round two stimulus application and partner applications must be funded. The southern
lllinois region is exactly the bandwidth starved enviranment the ARRA stimulus funds are
intenided to serve. K | can be of any assistance in advancing State of llinois’ application for
broadband stimulus funding, please comtact me by pheone {6§18.453.6219) or e-mail at
[admin@siu.edu}.

A

Michael Shelion

Deputy Director, Metwork Engineering and Security Teams
Infarmation Technology Department

Southern llinois University Carbondale

625 Wham Drive - Carbondale IL 62901



3213 S. Park Ave.
Uiioes o Herrin, IL 62948

o L. | 618-942-6902
Southern lllinois Collegiate Common Market Fax 618-942-6658

March S, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir:

The Southern lllinois Collegiate Common Market (SICCM) supports the Illinois Century Network (ICN) application for the State of
llinois’ Broadband Stimulus grant. SICCM is an educational consortium whose member institutions are five community colleges
and one university that provides a means of sharing human and material resources in higher education. SICCM is located in the
southern most rural area of lllinois and serves 25 counties in the Lower Mississippi Delta Development region. Increasing
bandwidth would provide a means for our high schools and rural communities to offer high quality distance education to assist
with the students’ transition to college. Telecommunication costs in rural Southern lllinois are well over twice the cost of
metropolitan areas, and any enhancements to broadband would impact our region’s growth.

Currently, Southern lllinois is running comfortably, however, additional bandwidth would be beneficial to our rural area. With
current economic conditions, the institutions are focusing on increasing student enrollments by offering courses through online
programs. Growth to the ICN backbone network becomes increasingly more important to our rural, underserved area in
Southern lllinois. Available grant dollars would assist our region in supporting these efforts to increase the online programs in
our high schools, community colleges, and universities.

We currently have no provider competition in Southern lllinois. Since Verizon and Mediacom are the only two basic carriers for
broadband, ICN has been a key element in keeping our costs at a lower rate. ICN is crucial to our operation.

With the higher capacity of the new ICN fiber network, the number of online courses and videoconferencing connections can be
increased. This faster fiber backbone would be beneficial with budget reductions in travel expenses, and a new fiber network
would support the upgrade to high definition videoconferencing which is also being considered. This type of videoconferencing
requires more than twice the bandwidth as traditional videoconferencing.

The Southern lllinois Collegiate Common Market strongly supports the application of the Broadband Stimulus grant. If we can be
of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for broadband stimulus funding, please contact me at 618-942-

6902 or by email at sullivan@siccm.com.

Sincerely,

il
i

Mar. Sulivan, Executive Director
Southern lllinois Collegiate Common Market
3213 South Park Avenue

Herrin, IL 62948

John A. Logan College, Carterville * Rend Lake College, Ina + Shawnee Community College, Ullin
Southeastern lllinois College, Harrisburg = Southern lllinois University at Carbondale
Southern lllinois University at Edwardsville
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John L. Lewis
Associate Vice President
Administration and University Outreach

Lowden Hall 307
March 24, 2010 DeKalb, IL 60115

Office: (815) 753-0936
Lori Sorenson Fax: (815) 753-0666

Illinois Century Network lewls@niu.edu
Chief Operating Officer

Bureau of Communications and Computer Services

Central Management Services

State of lllinois

RE: Support Letter for Illinois Century Network for BTOP Funding
Dear Ms. Sorenson,

As you know, Northern Illinois University has been involved in the effort to improve broadband
access for a number of years. NIUNet connects our NIU campuses, and is used by governmental
and other not-for-profit entities to enhance their operational capabilities. Additionally, our
Broadband Development Group works with governments, health care entities, and public safety
agencies to upgrade their services via broadband applications and infrastructure.

There remains, however, a strong need for improved broadband infrastructure in Illinois, and for
that reason, Northern Illinois University is pleased to support the Illinois Century Network
application for BTOP funding. A successful implementation of ICN’s objectives will improve
opportunities to identify affordable broadband options for municipalities, counties, health care
providers, as well as for educational institutions in Illinois. It will also provide increased
opportunities for the delivery of higher education programs to individuals that are placed bound
and do not have the ability to travel to campus.

Because NIU is aware of this need, and because NIU is committed to assisting in community and
economic development in our wider region and all Illinois, we fully support the Illinois Century
Network, and believe that its funding by BTOP will result in the more fully realizing the BTOP
program objectives in the State of Illinois.

Sincerely,

2

John L. Lewis, PhD
Associate Vice President
Northern Illinois University



NORTHERN ILLINOIS
Y NIVERGSITY

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICES
OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT
DEKALE, ILLINOIS 60115-2854

(815) 753-0783

FAX (815)752-0783

E-MAIL wezerniak@niu.edu

WEB www.its.niu. edu

March 19, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

Northern Illinois University (NIU) has partnered with the Illinois Century Network (ICN) since its
inception. While the ICN built the backbone NTU worked with the public communities throughout
Northern Illinois to bring low cost high bandwidth services to the last mile. That was over a decade ago
and much more is needed. NIU has added K-12 schools, cities, counties hospitals and worked to bring in
private parties to supply services to homes and business. The State’s primary backbone, operated by the
ICN needs major upgrading and the State of Illinois broadband stimulus grant application is critical to this
expansion.

NIU has participated with all state of lllinois broadband plans to insure they all interconnect and do not
duplicate efforts. Our work on the lllinois Broadband Opportunities Partnership was done to compliment
the other state plans.

The work started some 5 years ago to build fiber with private business is already starting to pay off by
bringing high speed broadband to our schools at T1 costs. Private businesses are able to obtain high
speed communications from multiple parties at competitive rates as fiber backbones have allowed for low
cost entry into our rural areas.

ICN’s request to build a fiber backbone network will allow for bandwidth increases to all schools and
participants with little additional costs to those parties as we are building the last mile with dedicated
fiber.

NIU supports this grant request as it is critical to all other state of llinois broadband plans. If I can be of
any assistance in advancing the State of llinois’ application for broadband stimulus funding, please
contact me.

Sincerely,

,') v ~
|..{'_,1:(:.J[ L‘-;\J_ L = L',\A.u_.f(_ﬂ

Walter L. Czerniak
Associate Vice President, Information Technology

Morthern Mlincis University is an I:l'||ii|.| U]&pﬂllm‘li'l:. (Allirmative Action [nstitution.



184 West Muin Stroet ! ; EUUIE?E:.T?E-S
Decatur, Nlinots $23522 wwrsn likineedu

T VERSITY

March 12, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Mational Tefecommunications and Information Administration
1.5, Depariment of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Cear Sir,

Millikin University would like to express its support for the ICN Broadband Stirnulus Funds
Project. Millikin would benefit from this project by being abie to provide affordable bandwidth
on campuys to our 2300 students and the numerous community members who regularly use the
campus facilities for events, mestings, workshops, and learning opportunities provided for the
public, including many K-12 age participants.

Presently, we are being limited in what we can provide to ocur campus community and to the
public on our website by the amount of bandwidth we can afford. We presently connect to the
Internet through a POP site in Springfield, which adds considerable cost and limits the amount
of bandwidth to which we can subscribe because of the distance. The ICN Project would bring
that connection to the Internet much closer to sur campus and provide the opportunity to
increase our bandwidth at a more reasonable cost.

Limited bandwidth has hampered our progress in using technologies such as streaming video to
bring a global experience to our students by connecting with our international partners, the
ability to provide enough bandwidth for students in their fiving and learning environment to do
ressarch and distance learning, and the abifity to use the Internet as a converged technology to
provide voice and video to enhance the educational experience.

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of llinois’ application for broadband stimuius
funding, please contact me at 217-362-6488 or by email at ppettit@millikin.edu.

3 2

Fat Pettit
Director of Information Technalogy, Millikin University
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fCAIR: AT,
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Iniernauanal Center NORTHWESTERN

for Advanged ety
Irternct Reseaich UNIVERRITY

March 13, 2010
Matignal Telecommunications and ITnformation Admimstration
LL5. Departmcnt of Commerce
Washinglon, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Hlinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

We are forwardiny this letter to express enthusiastic support for the State of [lmois’ broadband
stimulus grant application.  As the International Center for Advanced [ntemet Research at
Northwestern Umiversity, we manace multiple advanced communications and networking
facihties. For many years we have worked in partnership with the [(llinois Century Network to
nteTconnect communitics across the State, the nation, and the world. The ICI fiber project 15
especially important as a middle mile transport resource. Also, the Northwestem Lniversity
comumunily relies on ICN fiber to provide a portion ol its external Internet conneetivity,

Fiber-based nuddle mile transport is particularly tmportant for integrating rescarch and education
comnunities throughout Illineis. Without access to the type of ber envisioned by the ICN
project, regquired capacity will not be available and the minimal bandwidth that would be
accessible would be prohibitively expensive, especiatly for smaller education institutions. This
fiber will be a key enabler of 2 proposced on-nct service for 1llinois, which would dramatically
incrcase capacity and lower costs for multiple research and education constituencies.

1f 1 can be of any assistance in advancing the State of [llinois” application for broudband stimulus
fumcling, please contact me at 312 503 0735 or j-mambrettinorthwestern edu

Suicerely,
9@3’ 7 v 1 borty”
Toe Mambrett

Drirector,
international Center for Advanced Internet Rescarch, Northwesiern University



ILLINOIS STATE Offienof e President

421 Hovey Hall
UNIVERSITY Carapus Box 1000
Hlinols’ first public university Mormzl, 1L G1720- 1000

Pleowe: (309} 43R-5577

Febary 12, 2010

Broadband Technology Opporfunitiss Program
Department of Commerce
Washington, BT

Dear Collcapues:

it is with excitement and hope for fhe future that T am waiting on behalf of 1linois State
Laiversity to express my mqualified support for the Central Illinois Repional Rroadband
Network project (CIRBIN). Illinois State Umiversiiy is a diverse community of scholars with a
commiiment lo fostering 2 small-college atmosphere with fargc-umversity opportamiies. We
promote the highest academic standards in our teaching, scholarship, public service and the
conneciions we build among them. To meet these goals, all of our resources and energies are
devoted to creating the tnost supporiive and productive conununity possible to serve the e)iizens
of [ilinms and beyond. T believe that this project embodies these ideals.

The creation of CIRBN will deliver unmet yet affordable unprecedented levels of Intemet access
Lo various organizaiions in the regon resul{ing in new and exciting opportunities within and
betwcen the public and private sector. CIRBN will greatly ephance the experience of onling
coursswork and distance education leaming In addition, it will serve as catalyst to sopport
coltaboration among colleagues locally and beyond. These partnerships will stimwulate economic
growti, enhance educational opportunities at all levels, improve the delivery of publkic seclor
services, and exiend the reach of the Intemet for the citizenvy of Central Mlinois.

Alithongh Nhiaois State Umversity has provided leadersiip for this efior since 11's conception,

CIRBM is truly a collaborative endeavor that represents an extended amay of orzanizations in the

comounitics it would serve. It 15 projecis such as thns that deliver on the graat potential of the
fwernel for'all to benefit. Without it, these opportunities will likely be unrealized for the
forcsecable future.

Sincerely

Al Bovaman

£ egual sppas ninitpliafiivarative aoeion rniversiny encaumging ey
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Campus Information Technologies
and Educational Services
2120 Digital Computer Laboratory, MC-256
1304 West Springfield Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801

Broadband Technologies Opportunities Program
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

To whom it may concern,

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign strongly supports the BTOP CCI application
from the Illinois Century Network (ICN). The University and ICN have a long and productive
history. We have partnered together in the past, we are partnering today and we look forward to
partnering in the future.

The ICN’s Point of Presence for east central Illinois 1s on our campus, and over the years we
have grown together. Network engineers from this campus have served in advisory capacities for
ICN and we generally have had a good flow of information back and forth.

ICN’s round 2 BTOP application is one of a series of regional projects in I1linois that are known
collectively as the Illinois Broadband Opportunity Program. Top managers from ICN played a
pivotal role in forging partnerships that eliminated duplication but also provided expanded
middle mile coverage. Should NTIA fund this proposal, it will be a win for the residents of
Ilinois and a win for NTTA.

The University has internal reasons for “cheering” for ICN’s proposal. This proposal will
provide better broadband services to many small communities where our faculty and staff live.
This proposal will provide better broadband services to many of the communities where our
students grew up and attended high school, probably using ICN Internet connections throughout
their K-12 education. The better technology our students are exposed to at an early age, the more
likely they are to be successful in our classrooms and later in life.

ICN has been a strong advocate for better broadband through out the state. This grant will allow
them to continue to be so. I cannot recommend funding their proposal strongly enough.

Thank you for your time,

Mike Smeltzer
Director of Networking

smeltzer@illinois.edu



U I UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT CHICAGO

Academic Computing ard Comimunications Cealer (MC 135)
1940 W, Tavler Street, Room 124
Chicago, L 60612-7352

March 18, 2010

Assistant Secretany

MNational Telecommurnications and Information Adminisiratiaon
U.3. Departmient of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the llingis Cenfury Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Agplication

Dear Assistant Secretary,

The University of lllincis at Chicage {(UIC} would like fo offer its support o the [llincis Century Neiwork's
application for the Breadband Technology Opportunities Program.

LIC is 2 major research university located in the heart of one of the world's great cities. UIC has over
25,000 students, 15 colleges, including the nation's largest medical school UIG s student body —
approximatsly 65 percent undergraduate and 35 percent graduate and professional — is recognized as
one of the nation's most diverse. UIC plays a critical role in lllincis health care and operates the siate's
maier public medical center and serves as the principal educator of lllincis’ physicians, dentists,
phamacists, nurses and other health care professionals. Qur annual research expenditures excesd
$332 million, UIC consistently rarks among the top 50 out of more than 637 national universitiss in
federal research funding.

The ICN propasal is of critical iImportance to UIC because of our increasing need for higher bandwidth
network connectivity to many rural sites. Here are a few of the needed applications for higher
bandwidth capacity;

Our Cotiege of Medicine is a participant in the Rural Health Initiative. This will require additional
capacity to many locations in lllincis, some ©f them very rural and underserved.

Cur College of Pharmacy is about [o begin offeting classes in Rockford. This will invelve
multiple, simultaneous, hi-definition video feeds for classroams. A minimum of 30mb of
additional bandwidih will be required.

Cur College of Mursing reguires additional network capacity to Paoria, Rockford, and the Quad
Cities to support their mission.

UIC relies heavily on ICN to provide connachivity within lllincis for both data and video transport
to schools, libraries and other agencies,

UIC also uses (CN as transport for some of its commodity Internet traffic. If capacity could be
increased, the entire UIC community would benefit.

UIC research projects could be enhanced if ICN had the capability to provide high capacity
layer2 services to our research partners in lllinois.

Phon= (312} 413-64975 » Fax (312) D96-6834 « kassemEuic.edy



It is very difficult and in some cases impossible to obtain high bandwidth services from commercial
carriers to many rural areas of lllinois simply because it is not economically feasible for these carmiers o
sefve these areas.

ICN is the only network today that reaches "most” of lllincis, It is a very valuable resource to UIC and
we hope you will grant their proposal.

¥ 1 can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllincis’ application for broadhand stimulus
funding, don'f hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

A& Kansons)

Ahmed Kassem
CIO, ViceProvost
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Community Unit School District No. 217
Director of Technology: Mark Rogers
(309)462-2338 Extension 326

e-mail: mrogers @abingdon.ki2.il.us

March 10, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear Sir,

Please find this letter in full support of the State of Illinois’ broadband stimulus grant
application for the Illinois Century Network. We are a K-12 school district located in west
central Illinois serving approximately 900 students and staff. The ICN fiber project has the
potential to greatly benefit our District and Public Library by providing the middle mile
and/or last mile transport on the network to our local community.

Our demand for greater bandwidth continues to grow as we become more and more
dependent on online services, such as student management, financial management, student
assessment and distance learning to name just a few. Our current internet providers have
been unable to keep up with our broadband needs at an affordable price. The biggest concern
in this area of the state is our ability to connect that last mile.

Please feel free to contact me at anytime if | can be of assistance in helping to determine that
this application for Broadband Stimulus Funds is very critical to our district and needs to be
approved.

Sincerely,

Director of Technology
Abingdon CUSD 217
600 West Martin Street
Abingdon, IL 61410

The Abingdon High School staff promotes personal and educational growth of its students by providing opportunities lo develop their academic, vocational, social and physical

skills. The staff strives to prep SUC fi P fve citizens and life long learmers




VANDALIA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
Uit DusTricT 203
1109 MorTH BigHTH STREET
VANDALIA, [LLNOIS 6247 )
TeLerHONE {618} 283-4525
Fax {618) 283-4107

OFFICE OF THE
SUPERINTENDENT

Mareh 12, 2010

Assistant Secretary
National Telecommunications and Information Administration

U.S, Department of Commerce
Washington, 0.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Hiinois Century Metwork Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Bear Sir,

| am writing this letter to express my support for the State of ineis’ broadband stimulus grant
application. We are a medium sized K-12 school district, with an earollment of 1700 students,
vandalia and the surrounding Fayette County is a rural area about 55 miles aast of 5¢, Louis.
The benefits of the ICH fiber project would be huge to our area, bringing broadband to both
aducation and commerce,

With increasing dependence on techhology in the schools, we are struggling with limited and
expensive internet connections. Multiple T1 lines from ATT 2re the only solutlon we have
found to be visble in this rural area. Many classes depend on internet based software for
studying and assessment, and are very frustrated with problems caused by slower internet
speeds, With greater bandwidth, these problems would be eliminatad, and our curciculum
could expand to include streaming video, more online programs, and even distance learming.

We are in an economically blighted area, with a large rural population, Dial-up accessis often
the only solutlon for homes, A greater available bandwidth would have 2 big effect on
providing better selutions for connectivity for homes, schaols, and commerce. The town of
Vandalia is part of the [-70 economic corridor, and would benefit greatly from the ICN fiber

project,

If I can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Hllingis' application for broadband stimulus
funding, please cantact me at £18-283-4525, or by email at jisring@fayette.kl2.il.us.

Singeye| - ﬁ
‘..-i"'
b Isninghausen

Technolagy Coordinator
Vandalia CUSD 203



Valley View Public Schools

Director of Instructional Technology 753 Luther Drive
Bxon Tufurg Romeoville, T a0444
Phone: 815 8462 T00

e-mal; tufanodiEyysd.org

tarch 17, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecommunications and Information Administration
U5, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Wllinois Century Network Broadhand Stimulus Funds Application

Dear S,

| am writing in support of the Hingis Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application. | am the
Direcior of Technology for Valley View School District in Romeaville, IL. Qur school district serves
approxtmately 13,000 students, within 20 schools, and covers two communities: Romecville and Bolingbrook,
IL. Cur schoal district would benefit greatly from the projects outlined in the ICN's funding application given
the increased demand by our staff and students for web-based curriculum resources. Increasingly, these
resources are In (he form of streaming media and web-based applications / services and plate a burden on
our limited connection to the ICN's network.

The limited bandwidth has already started to have an impact on our ability to deliver content to our staff and
students. Our network monitoring tools indicate that at various points through the school day, demand for
vandwidth exceads what is currently available via the ICN. It's unrealistic to think that bandwidth usage will
remain static or decling over time.

With the increased capacities that a new ICN fiber network would be able to offer, our school district could
continue its attempts to reinvent traditional methods of instruction by embracing technology and the vast
amount of resources available. The Internet provides a platform for educators to embrace the culture of our
students; one of collaboration, integration, and self-crganization.

If there is any way | can he of any assistance in advancing the State of illineis’ application for broadband
stimulus funding, please contact me at £30.200.2687 or by email at tufanodi@vvsd.org

Sincerely,

DrnastoFAR

Don Tefang
Director of Technology

Valley View Commzerity Uit District 36517 - “An Encommeon Commitment to Quality in Education”™



UNITY POINT SCHOOL

District No. 140
4032 South lllinois Avenue
Carbondals, lincis 62208-7808

Telophone (618) 5254151 ANDY MORGAN, Presiden
Fax (18] 5224154 RICK ASATURIAM, Vige Pragident
Wabeite: hitp:ihaaiupt40.acken. k1 2.0Lus MOLLY GAFFNEY-KEEBLER, Secrartary

SANDY CHARLSON, Membar
DR LOR] JAMES-GROSS, Suparinténdent CaNNY CHESTER, denber
JAMES BEREZOW, Principal WMORTEZA DANESHDOOST, Mamber
APRIL HAAR, Principal for Instrustion GENE TURK, Momber

March 11, 2010

Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecommunications and Information Administration
1.5, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lilinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

Unity Paint School fully supports the State of MHinois” broadband stimulus grant application. We
are a PreK-8 district of 679 students with a teaching staff of 56 located in rural Southern lilinois.
The ICN fiber project is vital to bringing robust access to the middie mile ailowing remote
schools, libraries, and the surrounding rural communities the same quality of service as
metropoiitan areas. Unity Point School will benefit from increased bandwidth to students and
teachers, enabling them to adeguately implement our 1:1 nethook program using 21" Century
Tools in cur pursuit to exceed state and national academic standards while keeping costs
manageable.

The ICN Broadband project is imperative to bringing robust access to the rural roads of
America. Educators must teach with today's tools. We try to take students beyond the
traditional walls with Learning 2.0 toels providing 2-way Communication: Twitter, Ning,
Delicious, Biogs, Wikis, Podcasts, Literacy and Math Apps for iPod Touch, Moodle, and Global
video casts bringing experts from around the world into our classroom community. But these
attempts are hampered by snail internet speeds efther ruiging the lesson or wasting valuable
mstruction tima. Often the teacher is so frustrated th ey do not attempt Web 2.0 activities
again. We rmust remove the barriers from America’s classrooms.

There are no other providers in our area that can supply the bandwidth that is needed. Our
diverse population will benefit; representing a rich intercultural environment with 41% other
than white ethnicity, including International and American college students’ children, university
professors’ children and farm commu nity students. The ICN Broadband Project will support our
21" Century Education endeavors which scaffolds our districts ability to continue {o achieve
Adequate Yearly Progress in spite of our poverty level of 55.5% and the fact 1h at our operating
expenditure per pupil is considerably lower than the state average for district size.
Uity Poj icRion Statsmen|
The Unity Point School, our families, and our wider communistes embrace the mission to build upon our strong academic

standards by providing all students an intellectnal, emotional, and social climate that ic safe and challenging, Through our
varied backgrounds, experiences, and knowledge we model and create an environment for tife-long tearning.



To support our academic mission we are installing a 10GB network backbone to provide the
wfrastructire necessary for 214 Century Learning. With thisisa surge of multi-media heing
utilized. Our efforts are meaningless unless aggregate internet bandwidth is availahie. The
most exciting aspect of the ICN project is the increased bandwidth for on-network traffic
providing opportunities for shared services at 2 lower cost, Higher capacity of the ICN fiber
network will allow our school to keep up with the current and future demands of externally
hosted services, especially for rural school participation in the Wineis Cloud.

| firmly believe the iflinols Century Network will pasitively affect the future of education if it can
keep up with demands of the schosis and other entities it serves, If | cen be of any assistance in
advancing the State of lllingis’ application for broadband stimuius funding, please contact me at -
613-529-4157 axt 116 or by email at bgeraci@upi140.jacksn.k12.il.us.

8ea Geraci
Technology Director



1905 - 100" STREET 309/ 734-6090 - FAX

NITED JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL 309/734-9411 - PHONE
[ ] MONMOUTH, ILLINOIS 61462

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the [llinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,
1 am writing in support of the Statesofsilling adband stimulus grant aplicaliun. I am the
technology coordinator of United High ' 'S Hlingis. Our school

district, the United C.U.S.DA#304 | deénts in grades Pre-K through
twelve. The project planned'b in : (ICN) could greatly benefit our
administration, faculty, i | receiv -

et Two of our
ited access

Al this time, our sch
buildings, located abeut 7
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I applaud ICN for seeing a cri ough.if
thesumbers below.

you have any further quesuuns 3]

Sincerely,
1

{ s

Judy Eyler

United High School
Technnlo%lyl Cuordlnamr

1905 100

Monmouth, IL 61462

Phone: 309-734-9411

E-Mail: jeyler@united.k12.il.us



TRICO COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. I76
Johin R, DeNosky, Superintendent

16411 Highway 4
PO Box 226
Campbell Hill, IL 62916
Phone: (618} 426-1111 Fax: (618} 426-3525
J3/18/2010
Assistant Secretary

Mational Telecommunications and Infarmation Administration
U.8. Department of Comimerce
Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Winecis Century Metwork Broadband Stimulus Funds Apphication
Dear Sir,

Trice Community Unit District 176 supports the State of lllinois’ broadband stimulus grant
application. Our very rural school district covers an area of 250 square miles, including 9 small
sommunities in 3 different counties with an aestimaled population of 8,000, We have 1000
siudents {PreK-12} and employ about 150 people. The ICN fiber project would enable our local
communities o have increased access 1o high speed bandwidth at 2 reasonable cost.

Many homes in our rural area are siill on dial-up Internet access {(approx. 13%) and others
simply can't afford Intemet access at all. 20% of those responding to a 2002 parent technology
survey repart that they have no internet! access in their homes. Approximately 50% of our
studenis are on freefreduced lunch.

With the higher capacities that the new ICN fiber network will be able to offer our schao! districk
will be able lo offer cur sfudents new educational opporiunities through access to Internet 2,
mteractive curifculum, video slreaming, and online classes. The Broadband Technology
Cppontunities Program {BTOR) funding through the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act
{ARRA} would enhable our schoaol district and the surrounding rural area {0 maove forward wilh
technolagy initiatives well inio the future.

The increased network capacity and bandwidth at lower costs will put our rural area in a better
position to altract industry and business and connect us 10 a robust state technology
infrastruciure.

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of illinois’ application for broadband stimulus
funding, please contact me at 618-426-1111 or by email af kmorgens@trico176.0rg.

Sincerely,

J DeNosky
Supenntendant
Trico Community Unit School Bistnet |76

Campbell Hil), TL 62916



TAMAROA PUB].[C SCHOOI. DISTRICT #5

March 11, 20010 Robert Traves, Superm:endem
L BOBaxATS
 Tainargd, 1, 62888 .
Assistant Scorelary PH{}N E (ﬁ-l$} 496-5513

National Telcconnmunications snd Infoﬂna,uon Admimstlatmn
U.5. Department of Commerce e :
Washington, DC 20230

RE: Letter of suppor for the Himois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Drear Sir,

I would like to write in support for the Round 2 BTOP (Tilinois’ broadband stimmius grant
application), offered to the Hlinois Century Network. Tamaroa Grade School is a small
public school in Pairy County with 117 students and 15 employees in Southcm Ilhnos,
The willage has a population of 650 people. The ncxt largest town 10 miles south of
Tamarea is DuQuoin with a population of 6000 people. With this grant we would be able
to increase our infetnet capacity considerably. This would increase the student’s
knowiedge and capacity in an ever-changing world of technology.

With this grant we could increasc the amount of compulers we have in the building,
meiuding a portable computer lab. This would increase the speed of accessmg United
Streaming, from Discovery Education (video clips for education). Our challcnges with
our T-1 line are loading these video clips that take too much valuable learning time.

The cost is higher for Tamaroa Grade School due o the need for two long distant carriers
we huve for T-1 ime. This also canses a lof more “down time”. The village and surround
country-side do not have any access to pood internet access, exeept for high-cost satellile
service. With Tamaroa Grade School being 80% free and reduced lunch, the challenges
are even greater.

With a higher capacity that the new ICN fiber network will be able to offer, Tamaroa
Grade School could have morc compulers mnning on the web al the same time, {aster
dowmloading, and morc Internel education.

I we can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Illinois’ application for
broadband stimulus funding, please fecl frec to contact me at 618-496-5513 or by e-mail
at rirover@igsS.pery.k12.il.us.

Thank you,

Robert Trover,
Supcrinlendent

¥
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% THL CATHOLIC COmAraUINLITY OF

SAINT JUDE

March 12, 2010

Assistant Secretary

MNational Telecornmunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Latter of Support for the llinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

We at St. Jude Church wouid like to express to you our support for the State of lllincis’
broadband stimulus grant application. We currently use ICN as our internet provider. While we
live in an area with other options for Internet, ICN is able to provide us with the most cost
affective plans. 5t. Jude Church includes 2 K-8 grade gramimar cchool, St. Juda School, and is
continually striving to provide for our students educational experiences with modern
technology so that the students can keep pace with today's society. We are not exempt from

the financial pressures other smali businesses and non-for-profit organizations are experienting
inn today’s climate.

We would very much like to increase our bandwidth, but cannot at this time. If ICN was given

this grant we would be able to afford the additional bandwidth. At this time all the studentsin
the computer lab cannot be on the internet at the same time. A couple very generous and kind
people have donated smart boards for use in our classrooms, but much of the time they do not

properly run due to the lack of handw1dth More hanctw:dth at a reasonable cost would correct
these issues,

We are grateful to ICN with the services they have provided especially for the price. Certainly
additional bandwidth would greatly increase our effectiveness in the classroom. '

Should i be of any assistance in advancing the State of illinois” application for broadband
funding, please contact me at 815-485-8045 or bhickey@stjudes.org.

Sincereiy,

The musuatinian Friars
241 West Secord Avenus

J Mewe Lengs. 1180451

P 515 &35 8049

Barbara Hickey F 215 485 7754
Business Manager School 485 2549
Rel. Bdug, Office 485 4852
Yol Manisty 455 §ag?
Fuangehzation 383 8580

Adul: Faith Foomation 455 9999

w31 ECs arg
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Mazoly 13, 2010

Assispnt Secretary '
Nitioga! Telecommunications and Information Administration
‘13,8, Bepartment of Commerce

Weshington, D.C, 20210 !

1

Re: Litter of Support for the lilingis Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Siv,

¢, Jokeph School supports the State of [linois’ broadband stimulus grant application. _
51, Jokenh School is looated in Olney, Iifinois. 1t is 2 Catholic school providing over 100 years of.
‘eduseting ckildren in the local community. The school has children from pre-school through sighth
gradel The current studens population is 170. The school employs 11 full-time teachers 2 4 part-timé
eduidiors. We also have 3 purt-time classroom paraprofessionals providing support in our pro-scitoof .
“program. The mission of the school f5 offering excellent in education, commitment fo service ;
thafic faith formation. Addltions! broadband services would bensiit our school community i many

‘ways

161 cgn be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois’ application for broadband stimulus i
funding, please contact me at St. Joseph School, Olney, (L. (615-395-3081).

‘_..J = 2

Caro} McKinney Potler
§t, Jaseph School




St. Damian School
5300 W. 155th Street

Cathalic Schools
( have faith in Oak Forest, IL 80452
education (708)687-4230
March 8, 2010

Assistant Secretary
National Telecommunications and Information Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir,

| am writing this letter as a representative for St. Damian School in Oak Forest, IL. We are the only

Catholic school in Oak Forest, with a student population of 570 students. Because of the ICN, we
have been about to have a T1 line for Internet access for our students and faculty for a reasonable

monthly rate, less that $300 per month. This service was adequate for many years, but now with
newer, faster computers, and MORE computers in our school, the T1 line is not meeting our
needs. We use the Internet every day, both in our computer lab and in every classroom. In
addition, we have two carts with 20 laptops each. We have very slow Internet access when the
carts and lab computers are all being used at once. This slow service and the delays in loading
interrupt leamning and waste precious class time. | would happily support the State of [llinois

Broadband Stimulus Application. If ICN could provide fiber to our school, | know | would get
faster internet service, but also | know it would be most dependable and reliable, and also be

reasonably priced.

ICN has provided our Internet service for almost ten years. The cost is what first drew us to ICN
We could have never had a T1 line without the ICN. The reasonable cost is manageable, and has
hardly changed over the years. | am very grateful for that. However, as | stated above,
bandwidth speed is becoming an issue, and we are often running into problems when multiple
computers are trying to access the intemnet. Just today, our sixth graders could not get information
on important cities of Europe because of slow Internet access. It was a waste of a class period,
and students (and teachers) were frustrated. Amﬁm.nstaneeofmmewmbammsmpm
card time. We use an online student management system, and with many teachers downioading
mmmmmmmmﬁm.mmmmmmm

and tedious.







SHILOH HIGH SCHOOL
SHILOH COMMUNITY UNIT SCEOOL DISTRICT NO. 1

Mark A, Hettmansherger, Principal Allen X, Hell, Superintendent
Phona: 217-837-2364 Phone: 217-8R7-2364
Fax: 217.837-2200 ¥ax; 217.887.2448

217531IN 573"™ Street  Hume, Ilincis 61932-9707

March 10, 2010

Asaistant Secrotary

Mational Tolecommunieations and Information Administealion
1.5, Depariment of Comercs »

Washington, Q. 20230
Re: Letter of Suppat for the Hiinols Ceatury Network Braadband Stimuius Fonds Applicaiion
Dear Sir,

Shiloh CUSDH1 is & smihk rural K-12 school distriet, W serve 480 student {s east contral Blinols, Our poverty rate
is aimogt T0% and we have nearly 30% of the students with JEPs, The district i5 huga covering 227 g miles but
with 4 low populntion density, Tiiete are no towns In our district with a poputation over 1000, This region is
agricultural with ne lacel business bese and almast no tejecommunication infiastructire. We have no cable
tafevision and only 40 yv old copper wire in the ground ioeally, Ifit were not for the Niinois Contury Network we
wautid have no access to internst cutside of satellite service. It stretohes our budget to pay for asingle Tt from
Vesizon, but there 270 no other options. Bven with e-rate sunporl we cannat prrchase handwidth that does not exiat
looafly. We are not only bound Dy fast mile access, but even middle mile trae broadband gervice to our reglon {s
onavailaile.

Our commugtity demographics are fow cducated population with 2 high percenioge of older citizens. The faw
buginesses that onco existed are gone dug 1o economic changes awnd Himited local fnfragtructure to be able to
compote,

The sehaol Tl is saturated moat of the achoo! day. Teachers would aceess and usc mers online content ang media in
the classroom i we bad e capacity to support 3. In the next few years the education we will be abic to offer out
swrdents is going o be second or even tird rate. Certainly textbocks and curricutom will be moving ording in tie
next five years. At Shiloh we want to be able 1o offer our students aceess and 2 quality education to prepare fhem to
compele fna 21" warld economy, The quality of life snd education of our students Aepends on hoving neceds to b
broadbend at affordable mtes, f

Healtheare for the eitizens of cur schop} district Js also smpacted by the fack of brondband services, Our local
medical cliniz and hospital have the samp limitations we do, With the current infrastructurs there jssio option 0
purchase o bandwidth at any price.  The locat hosplial can literally drive a high-resolution MRI irrageto A
Traume | Center an hovr away faster than it e be tansferred across the saturated infernet plpe they have availsble
today.

Fhe fCN proposal to eonnect communities Hike ours throughont the state with & tug fiber network jz our best lraps,
Wil a true broadband network availsble, the middle mifs problem will go away. We will stij} hiave to find p way to
aoive the Jasi mife problem but the ICN $iber netwark proposs! & & big first step in addressing oby
telceommuticatian problems,

We fully support the ICN proposal. X1 can be of any assistance in advancing the State of Tiinois’ application for
broadband stimaius funding, please contact me at 217-887-2364 oxt 244 or by ewneil at sulifvant@shijoh .

Sincerely,
Fon AL
TergheetT, Suliivan

Proudly serving the coromunitias of
Brocton, Hunre, Metcalf, Murdeck, Newan, and Redmon



SCHOOL DISTRICT 83.5

RIVER 4 GROVE

2650 THATCHER AVENUE e gy o Merhers

I i MARLEME A. PLAHAYTN, Poosident

RIVER LRD;'v E, [LLINOIS 63171 EACIA RUITY. Secvetary

FITOME (7(H8) 453-6172 TAMIES RINDER

LINIMA HAKKING

www.rivergroveschool.org Kﬂwlﬁgﬁ;gﬁﬁﬁ

JON BARTELT, B4 I I:-J'!i{TIIP:I,E-l ORAY A

Supesitbe it

March 9 2010

Assistant Secretary

Natiopal Telecoruunications and Information Administration
LS. Department of Commeice

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Leiter of Support for the Minos Century Network Broadband Stimnolus Fuads Application
Dear Sir,

trepresent River Grove Behool Distiict 5.3, We are o one school district with approximatcly
700 students. River Grove is Jocated m the western suburbs of Chicazo. Due o our sive and
financial status, HCN has macde ii possible for our schooi to afford Inlerned aceess lor our students
and stalf,

KON has been providing excelleat service 1o ot District for many yews. Their tech support team
has always responded quickly and elficiently. We depend on their knowledge and support
tremendously, Presently, we are sceking to upgrade our Internct access, ICN is helping us in this
process, Their gutdance is very helpful. I don’t know what we'd do withont KON,

If Tean be of any assistance in advancing the State of Ihnois™ application for broadband stimuius
{unding, plcase cmail me &t mstankiewicz@nvergroveschool.org

darie Stankicwice b
{abrary Media Specialist

River Grove School District

2650 N, Thatcher

River Groowve, TL 6671



REGIONAL OFFICE of EDUCATION MARC L. KIEHNA

Mom‘oe/Rmzdolpb Counties REGIONAL SUPERINTENDENT
QF SCHOOLS

Monroe County Office Randolph County Courthousc
107 East Mill Street #1 Taylor Streer, Rm. 101

Waterloo, IL 62298 Chester, 1L 62233 KELTON DAVIS
Tel: (618) 939-5650 Tel: (618) 826-5471 ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT
Fax: (618) 939-5332 Fax: (618) 826-5474 OF SCHOOLS

March 15, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

On behalf of the Monroe-Randolph Regional Office of Education and the communities and schools that we
serve, we are providing our complete support for the State of lllinois” broadband stimulus grant application.
We serve over 11, 000 students in our region which is located in the rural area southwest of 5t. Louis. As we
serve rural communities we have partnered with lllinois Century Network since its inception. Without this
partnership many of our schools and community organizations would not have had internet access or had
limited access for most of the last decade.

Presently, we utilize a community connecting through ICN in Red Bud lllinois. This connection provides sole
internet connection for the Public Library, two public school buildings, two private school buildings and our
special education cooperative. There is only one major ISP in the community which does not provide an
economical solution for both download and upload rates for data sharing. Meanwhile, the infrastructure
provided by ICN has been financially feasible for our rural community. However, the amount of traffic is
beginning to overload the shared T1 line.

Not only will a fiber network ensure continued services, it will allow for future integration with lllinois’ Cloud
Network and is critical to continue to provide the consistent and exceptional service our communities rely
upon with lllinois Century Network. Without this infrastructure, our community will need to reduce its use of
Internet technologies as the bandwidth is being stressed beyond useable levels.

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllinois’ application for broadband stimulus funding,
please contact me at (618) 939-5650 or email mkiehna@roe45.org.

Sincerely,

Mafc Kiehna
Rdgional Superintendent of Schools
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egl?na AL 9/ Gary J. Steinert, Recional Superintendent
S 2 p
Q}ﬁlce *{F?riﬁﬁfjﬁ Robert . Sondgeroth, Assistant Superintendent
Education

100 West 23™ Street, Sterling, Minois 61031 Fhoae (315) 625-1495 Fax (R15) 6251625

tarch 10, 2010

Assistant Secretary

MWaticnal Tetecommunications and Informalion Administration
L5, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C, 20230

Re: Letter of Suppaort for the lilineis Century Network Broadband Slimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir,

| am writing thiz letter in suppeorl of lhe State of lllingis' broadband stimulus grant application. My
office is one of 45 regional offices of education. The Whileside Regional Cffice of Education serves as
interrnediate agency between the IHlingis State Board of Education and Lthe local school dislicts in the
reqgion in rural norlhwestern llingis. The regional office serves 10 school districls, over 1,073 school
teachers, and approximatsly 11,128 students. Thers ars many bensfits that will be denved from the ICH
fider project. Incressed bandwidih bas vast polential to enhance student learning and staff development
offerings at a cosl savings for our constituents,

| have served in this office since 1882, Duning thal time, we piloted a project for the Mineis Stake
Bpard of Education hat linked our local high school districts with Sauk Valley Community Cellege for the
purgose of providing distance learing, adult educalion, and staff developiment activibes, We used voigs,
dala, and video over an ip nietwork, Some 12 years later, | am currently involved with the fnstifute for
Chemisly Literacy and Compulafional Science {ICLCS) to bring 21st Ceantury science and technology to
our Minois rural schoals. | am cuently one of four regional offices that have become centers for
expanding professional development using cutting-edge communication technologies by use of Mini
Access Grids (MAG)Y. The AG is an enzembie of resources including multimedria large-farmat displays
which s used o support group-to-group inferactions across the Grid. For example, the Access Grid (AG)
is used for large-scale distributed meetings, collaborative work sessions, senminars, leclures, lutorials, and
training. As with bolh projects, al the end of the day we are lacking adeguate bandwidih at an
economical price o make the technology work seamlessiy.

With adequate bandwidth, we could provide distance learning, adult education, and slaff
davelopment cpportunilies as was propesed and tried years age. The technology has improved
immensaly, tha dream is still alive, but the lack of bandwidth is still, as it was then, prahibitive,

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of llhinois’ apphication for broadband stimulus
funding, please conlact me at 815-625-14395 or by e-mail at gstenertimwhitesider pe org.

Sincerely, f;:

= Stenert
Superintendent

GJSinth

ey Rt
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Bryow Cross

Regional Superintendent of Schaols
Cheryl Setle, Avsistant Regions] Supenntendent
Hamilton-lefferson Counties
Regional Office of Education

Assistant Secretary

NMational Telecommunications and Information Administratior
L5, Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the lllinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear Sir,

1am a network administrator supporting more than fifty school districts in rural, far
southern illinois. We have seen a steady flow of two things over the last ten years: the
angoing drain of money away from our schools and the rapidly rising need for
dependable internet access for our staff and students. Unfortunately, they are two
separate currents, moving away from each other, and leaving our students alone and
fry, like stragglers in the Red Sea.

Most of the schools in Southern Illinois are in rural, remote farming communities. They
have T-1 strength access at bast, many work with half that. Distance learning is not a
possibility for most of them. In many cases lllincis Century Network {ICN) has been their
only real option for internet access. Even with Free and Reduced Lunch percentages
sitting above 80%, the budget can’t pay for access that isn't there.

A higher capacity, serious broadband opportunity through ICN would mean access to
hundreds of new learning, training and support opportunities for each of these schools,
apportunities that are in some cases already enjoyed by larger communities in the
metropolitan areas of our country. In short, by definition, a lack of dependable web 2.0
access is leaving these kids behind.

1714 Broadway, Mt. Vernun, [L 62864 * 618/ 244-3040 * Fax 618/244-8072
Hamibiton County Courthouse, Mcleansboro, ILG62E59 ¥ 618/643-3314 * Fax £18/643-2775

www.roe25.com
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Bryow Crossy

Reginnal Superintendent of Schools

Cheryd Settle, Assistant Regianal Supenntendent
Hamilten-Jefferson Counties
Regional Office of Hducation

This is a need, not just a desire. But it is a need coupled with a desire, a desire to do
more for our kids; for thewr future, and ours. If I cam answer any questions, provide
more information, or perform whatever grunt work it takes to help make this happen,
fee] free to call.

Sincerely,

ugh Wifson, MCSE /MESA (Securitys]
Metwork Administrator

Learning Technolagy Center Six North/
Regional COffice of Education #25

Mt Vernon, [llinois

£18-214-1142

bwilson @ices.oone

1714 Broedway, Mt Yernon, [1. 62864 * 618/244-8040 * Fax 618/244-8073
Hamilton County Courthouse, Mcleansboro, [L 62859 * 618/642-3314 * Fax 518/643-2779

www.roe25.com



REGIONAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION

DeWitt — Livingston — Mclean Counties Mark E. Jontry
805 North Wain Street — Siite #1 Supcsnerdow;
Mormail, IL 61761
Phonc {309) BR8-5120 Joshua B, Olsen
Faw; 13DG) B52-0420 AFIH T brpeinde adber

wwaLroelY org

wlirch 3, 2010

Groadband Technotogy Oppertunities Program
Department of Commerce
Washingion, D.C,

I am wiiting (o exprass my stepaort Tor the Central illinois Regional Broadband Mepwork {CIRBR)
initiztive. Our utilization of and need for increased broadband access by teachers and students
inodr GED preparztion program continues to giow, However, GUr opiions for icreasing
bandwidth t2 meet sur needs are limited and erpansive, The increased bandwidth thar will be
made pessinle through CIRBN would significantly improve the educationz| opoortunities that we
can provide cur students and enhance the services of our office. The eahanéed educational
applications this project will provide far many of our schogl districts is yet another reasan rhat
Ltus initiative has my full support.

| flly endarse the CIRBN grant application and lsak farward to the apportunities it will provide
Qur Fegion.

Singoraly,

.
""%/ﬁm:-a & /
{

Mark E. lontry, Repitnal Supefintendent
Dewite-Livingston-Mclean Counties
Regizna’ Gifice of Education # 17

B05 M. Main 5, Suite 1

Wormal, il 61761
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Regional Office of Education 3@(
'~ Christian-Montgomery Counties 9"*“‘*‘

Dr. Greg Springer

Regional Superintendent

March 11, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application
Dear Sir:

The Christian-Montgomery Regional Office of Education fully supports the State of lllinois
broadband stimulus grant application. My office is located in central lllinois and serves
approximately 70,000 rural residents, including about 11,000 students. Fast, reliable, and
affordable internet access is critical to the interests of our populace, which is often left behind
because of our relative isolation from services that are already available in larger cities and
more densely-populated areas.

Should you have questions or wish further information, please contact me at 217/532-9591
or email me at springer@montgomery.k12.il.us. Thank you.

Sincere[y,

Regional Supennten ent of Schools, Christian-Montgomery Counties
#1 Courthouse Square, Room 202
Hillsboro, IL 62049

Christian County Office Montgomery County Office
County Courthouse #1 Courthouse Square
101 South Main St. Room 202
Taylorville, IL 62568 Website: www.montgomery.k12.ilus Hillsboro, IL 62049
Phone: (217) 824-4730 Phone: (217) 532-9591

Fax: (217) 824-2464 Fax: (217) 532-9623



BOARD OF EDUCATION wmsrarnsey fayette k1 2. il us HICK CABEY

DENNIS ROCHKES, PRESIDENT HiGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

PAT REISS, VICE-PRESIDERT BARBARA SHUTE Elg-atanye
SHAME HADLEY, SECRETARY CISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT MELISSA RITTER
JEFF BLACKBURN PHONE: 618-423-2335 ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
jERE‘MY KELLY FAX: §18-423-2314 §18-423-2610
1M BFASSET

GRENT MORELAND RHS Fax: 618-423-1276 RGE FAX: 6184219024

March 4, 2010

Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
LLS. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Letter of Support for the linois Century Metwork Broadband Stimulus Funds
Application

Dear Sir,

f would like to express support for the broadband stimulus grant application. Ramsey
School District 204 would benefit from this grant. We would be able o receive more
media information and updated technology. Ramsey is a rural community, mostly
agricuiture. The families and students of Ramsey would benefit from the available
access this would provide

Ramsey Schoal Disirict offers opportunities for parents and students to access school
records, curriculum, and bulietin information via the Internet on the school! district
website. Several families are without a connection due to their rural location. Parents
have expressed an interest in accassing the programs we offer on our website and
would purchase a connection if it were available.

If | can be of any assistance in advancing the State of lllincis’ application for breadband
stimulus funding, please contact me at 618 423 2335

Sincerely,

wxm

Barbara Shute, Superintendent

EQUAL CPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



BOARD OF EDUCATION
Pgtricia Hebarkom, Preaidan:
Jun Koshl, Vice-Presidant
Ann Steidinger, Secretary
Harmara Sehiatier, Mark Blagel
Jatttay Austman, Juson Dot

Prairle Cantral High Schoot
411N, Savanth Strasl
Falrbyry, Wincis 51733

Daniol Casitas, Principal
Trleptudne (B15) 692-F355
Fax (A15) BA2-2458

PRAIRIE CENTRAL COMMUNITY UNIT

SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER 8

805 North Saventh Streal
Fairbury, llingls 51738
Or. John C. Capassa, Suparintendent
Telsphone (816) 692-2504
Fax (815) B82-3185

March 17, 2010

Assistant Secretary el .
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C. 20230

Prairie Central Junlor High Schoot

B0 N, Wood Stroet
Fomesl, llinals 53 141
Tenym Diaken; Princzpal
Taluphong (01 5) 8578660
Fix (B15) &57-0877

Upper Etemantary School
312 Nonh Cantar Streat
Fryresl, lilinoia 91741
Pausy Grine, Principa)
Terophioy (B12) B5T-B2E0
Fax (H15) BS7.-8801

Re: Support for the Illinois Century Network Broadband Stimulus Funds Application

Dear Sir:

-

'l

|

Prairie Central Community Unit School District #8 includes 7'small, rural communities with 5
elementary schools, | junmr high school, and | high sthool. The District currently employs
about 325 people andhas a current student enrollment of 2, IE’l students. Geographically, the
District is located in'the central part of [llinois, consisting of an area.of approximately 28 miles
from West to Easwnd 14 miles from North to South, unmmpassjng 386 square miles.

Currently, Pmnc’Ceﬂn-al is in a contractual agreement with a commercial internet service
provider for our infernet access. Since we are located in a rural area, the cost of this access is
relatively expensive. This cost, in addition to the current economic climate in Illinois and its
affect on school budgets, does not appear to be sustainable. And, at the same time, trying to
meet the need for mcrcasui bandwidth continues to be a challenge, hoth financially and

technologically.

With our support of the Illmhls Céitury Network grant proposal, we are encouraged by the

opportunity to not only be able lﬂ‘tﬂﬂﬂl‘. the educational needs of ourstudents. but also to support
the availability of broadband i mu:mct access to the many families residing in our District, and to
the governmental agencies, small businesses, and libraries.

underserved area that includes Prairie Caﬂlrﬂl CUSD #8.

We support the Illinois Century Netwﬂ:k in its proposal to hnng high-speed access to the

Chmlapeorih Sohoal
A7 Sﬁum“nm
Chalswoith, inois 80921
Karan Hazwirgg Panclpal
Telephens (B815) 8353555
Fax (B15) B3E-3420

Meadowbrook Elementary Gehool
450 Wofn Bach Stroel
Formest, Minota 61741

Kaisn Hazolngg, Principal
Talephone (H15) B57-0461
Fau [A15) BEF-BL3E

Westulaw Elg School
600 Souh Fiet Shre
Falityry, lilnols 61738
Pairicia Boyd, Pringipal

Talophione {Hl:-} GREZ-2AER
Fax (A6 Rep a7

Chanos Elementary School
00 South Division Sirast
Channa, llins 81728
Dan Groce, Principal
Talephane (B15) S48 2571
Fax (815) 840-2008



PRAIRIE CENTRAL COMMUNITY UNIT
SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER 8

Fﬂc_iquﬂll? ﬁ; fDUEPATI?JN B05 Morin Seventh Street Fralria Centr Junior High Sshoal
i [ T A, Prasada L H 3 BCT M. Wiodd Elheel
Joa Woast Wire-Frestsan; Fairbuey, lHingis &1 ?3:5 Fm‘rc:_‘-i, LEnzas GBI
Arn ekl nges Sesediaey Dr. Jahn €. Capa_ssc:. Supenntendent Toawa Clexen, #rozgs|
Bhbire Sehisic:, Wik Sanal Telephone {313 632-2504 Teiephang {R16) 637 48
wEiray Auzlman Jason Doliaver Fax (616 692-3105 Fay (615 GLF.D&7T
Prairie Central Hlgh Schood . Upner EW:piealary School
A1 ML Sa'-'_anr:n Slengl . 312 Mt Cenler Sirer
Fabury, Dingis 81735 March 17, 2010 Foorest, Danoia R4
Ciarria' Castaos, :F‘u:‘.apul Paulz Crang, Frocnn
Tedzgrong (B15) GdE-23550 T epere [Bi6) G57-B238
Fow {§15) £52-2470 Feen (305 B5T-002
Aggigtan Secreiavy
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MNational Telecormmunications and T maton AdminiSraton
1.8. Department of Commerce &,

Washingion, D.C. 20230 i EI
il <
Re: CIRBN g i
.A'F{Ig E
Drear Sir: o 5 "
P .E' A

Prainc Ceniral Lﬂmmun;t} Vinit School Distriet #SHUILIUEIES =smdihgmal communities with 5
clernentary schools, 1 juhior high school, and 1 hlgh s&hool. Th&-ijnct curiently employs
about 325 peaple andhias a earrent stodent enrollment of 2 181 studeﬂts Geographically, the
District is located L!] ‘the central part of Hlinois, SONSISLNg {}f an aﬁi’ﬂ ﬁf approximately 28 miles
from West o East and 14 miles from North to bnuﬂ] anr:mnpa‘éa;ng 3’36 square miles.

Currently, Pl'ame Qentral 18 in & contradtual agreement with a cununa;mdl internet service
provider for our ultﬂmet access., Since we-are located in a rural area, the cost of this access is
relatively expensive. *T’ma cost, in addition to the current economic c]am.ﬂe i Ilinois and s
affeet on school budgcm does not appear to be sustainable. And, at Ihe: same time, liyLig o
meet the need for mcreasEd ‘bandwidih continnes to be a challcngL bqﬂl financially and
technolegically. e!A

With our support of the C[EBN grant proposal, we are encouraged hj,f the opportunity to not only
be able to meet the cducational nffeds. of our students, but also to support the availability of
broadband mntemet aceess to th&man} families residing in our Dlst!:i{:t and to the govemmental
agencics, small businesses, and Il’ﬁrﬂnea ,@

We support the CIRBN and the Illlmm‘Cmturjr Network in its pmpusal to bring high-speed
access io the underserved area that mclﬁﬁ%s Prairie Central CUSD 8.

Sincerely,

[

- NG

John C. Capasso, Ed

St%perimendent

Ciyal 1 Etementery School heeadowieank Slementary Schagl Westylew Elnmentary Schoal Ghenea Elemantary Schoo

£y Sedlin ol Sreel . 450 ann Bach Slieet 0 Gernh Flst Braet 727 BoLah Dy Sivn Sireed
Cralsworls, IEnpis S00RT Farrosd, 1Ty 61743 Faitoury, Hinois &1 730 Chenoa, IDnols 23726
Harcr Huzobngt, e ge Karsry Hieelnigg, Prioncal PEI[Cia Boyd, Prampal Trzn Grone, Frnegnsd
TiEephoad (15 635-3555 TEephord (615) 637445 Te:aphon (P15} 682-2823 Febmnlvn-e: 835} BAG. 207 -

Fax B3] 6353420 Fan (815} E57-6535 Fais [8115) 892-3720 Fan (H°5) 945 2081
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