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To Whom [t May Concern:

L am writing to express my support for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
and Broadband Infrastructure Program Grant Application submitied by Hardy Telecommiunications,
In¢., to serve the Hardy County arca.

Asthe Delegate representing the 47% District, [ understand that affordable and reliable access
to advanced broadband services is a tool that local current and {uture employers require to remain
competitive in the 21* Centruy global ceonomy, Broadband is vital to the efforts Lo serve existing
businesses and allow them to modernize and expand. Availability of advanced broadband is a key
success fact in efforts to recruit new jobs to this area, as well as to expand the educativual and
workforee development etforts to ensure that workers have skills necessary to compete in today’s
job market.

As in many rural areas of the country, small businesses play a large role in the local economy.
Many small busincsses are home-based and, as such, are particularly dependent upon access w
advanced broadband services to reach customer markets, suppliers, and sources of information and
expertise.

In particular, the application requests funding for a network expansion to create a high
capacity, highly reliable fiber-optic communications network ringing the erea. The capacity,
diversity and redundancy provided by the ring would offer tremendous advaniage in terms of
ecogomic recruitment of New Economy businesses - - whose operations depend upon high reliability
and high capacity electronic comumunications and information networks,

The current severe economic recession has more adversely affected rural, sparsely populated
communities, Many of the local residents out-commute to work., When the price of gasoline
approached $5.00/gallon last year, it became uneconomic to oui-commute. One economic
development strategy is to support the expansion of the area ielecommunications infrastructure and
interconnections to urban trading centers. This would allow local residents and businesses to
electronically work and conduct business within these trading centers from within their homes or
local businesses. The proposed netwaork expansion and creation ofa redundant ring 1s tightly linked
10 the success of that strategy.
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[ hope that you will approve this application on behalf of Hardy Telecommunications, Inc.,
to help efforts to support local businesses, retain and create new jobs and expand opportunities for
area citizens.

[ appreciate your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
Harold K. Michael

HKM/sah



- HARDY COUNTY RURAL
> DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

(304) 530-3047/(304) 530-6287 223 N. Main St., Suite 102
fax (304) 530-6995 PO. Box 209, Moorefield
West Virginia 26836

August 7, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

The Hardy County Rural Development Authority (HCRDA) desires to express
our support for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program and
Broadband Infrastructure Program Grant Application submitted by Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc. to serve the Hardy County, West Virginia areas.

The HCRDA recognizes and understands that affordable and reliable access
to advanced broadband services is a tool that our current and future employers
require to remain competitive in the 21* Century global economy. Broadband is
vital to our efforts to serve existing businesses and allow them to modernize and
expand. Availability of advanced broadband is a key success factor in our efforts
to recruit new jobs to our area, as well as to expand our educational and
workforce development efforts to ensure that workers have the skills necessary
to compete in today’s job market.

As in many rural areas of the country, small businesses play a large role in
our area economy. Many small businesses are home-based and, as such, are
particularly dependent upon access to advanced broadband services to reach
customer markets, suppliers, and sources of information and expertise.

In particular, the application requests funding for a network expansion to
create a high capacity, highly reliable fiber-optic communications network ringing
the area. The capacity, diversity and redundancy provided by the ring would offer
tremendous advantage in terms of economic recruitment of New Economy
businesses — whose operations depend upon high reliability and high capacity
electronic communications and information networks.

The current severe economic recession has more adversely affected rural,
sparsely populated communities. Many of our residents out-commute to work.



When the gasoline approached $5.00/gallon last year, it became uneconomic to
out-commute. One of our economic development strategies is to support the
expansion of our area telecommunications infrastructure and interconnections to
urban trading centers. This would allow our residents and businesses to
electronically work and conduct business within these trading centers from within
their homes or local businesses. The proposed network expansion and creation of
a redundant ring is rightly linked to the success of that strategy.

Your favorable consideration and approval of this application on behalf of
Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., will help our efforts to support our businesses,
retain and create new jobs and expand opportunities for our citizens.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Very truly yours,
HARDY COUNTY RURAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

ﬂl&w Obssdhalu,

allie J Combs Snider
Executive Director



- HARDY COUNTY RURAL
> DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

(304) 530-3047/(304) 530-6287 223 N. Main St., Suite 102
fax (304) 530-6995 PO. Box 209, Moorefield
West Virginia 26836

August 7, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

The Hardy County Rural Development Authority (HCRDA) desires to express
our support for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program and
Broadband Infrastructure Program Grant Application submitted by Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc. to serve the Hardy County, West Virginia areas.

The HCRDA recognizes and understands that affordable and reliable access
to advanced broadband services is a tool that our current and future employers
require to remain competitive in the 21* Century global economy. Broadband is
vital to our efforts to serve existing businesses and allow them to modernize and
expand. Availability of advanced broadband is a key success factor in our efforts
to recruit new jobs to our area, as well as to expand our educational and
workforce development efforts to ensure that workers have the skills necessary
to compete in today’s job market.

As in many rural areas of the country, small businesses play a large role in
our area economy. Many small businesses are home-based and, as such, are
particularly dependent upon access to advanced broadband services to reach
customer markets, suppliers, and sources of information and expertise.

In particular, the application requests funding for a network expansion to
create a high capacity, highly reliable fiber-optic communications network ringing
the area. The capacity, diversity and redundancy provided by the ring would offer
tremendous advantage in terms of economic recruitment of New Economy
businesses — whose operations depend upon high reliability and high capacity
electronic communications and information networks.

The current severe economic recession has more adversely affected rural,
sparsely populated communities. Many of our residents out-commute to work.



When the gasoline approached $5.00/gallon last year, it became uneconomic to
out-commute. One of our economic development strategies is to support the
expansion of our area telecommunications infrastructure and interconnections to
urban trading centers. This would allow our residents and businesses to
electronically work and conduct business within these trading centers from within
their homes or local businesses. The proposed network expansion and creation of
a redundant ring is rightly linked to the success of that strategy.

Your favorable consideration and approval of this application on behalf of
Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., will help our efforts to support our businesses,
retain and create new jobs and expand opportunities for our citizens.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Very truly yours,
HARDY COUNTY RURAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

ﬂl&w Obssdhalu,

allie J Combs Snider
Executive Director
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August 5, 2009

To Whom It May Concern,

| am writing to express my support for the Broadband Improvement and Broadband
Technology Opportunities Programs Grant Application submitted by Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County Area. As the Superintendent of Hardy
County Schools, | can speak to the needs of the education community in our area. Class sizes in
our rural, sparsely populated area are very small, and our resources are stretched thin.
Whereas student populations are high in metropolitan areas, and, therefore, schools can offer
more types of curricula to very advanced levels, we cannot hire a specialized instructor for one
or only a handful of interested students in a school. Today, the economic crisis has forced
schools across the U.S. to cut budgets to unprecedented lows, to furlough and now lay off
teachers, and to do without supplies and needed equipment. Rural schools have been severely
affected by the economic crisis. It is unbelievably difficult to maintain our schools and our
educational offerings during this time, yet we must find a way.

We have read about advanced fiber-optic education networks that connect regional K-20
schools together so that they can share access to real-time, interactive video distance learning
curricula (soon to be high definition video), as well as to share services such as Internet and
telecommunications, for significant cost savings. We are also interested in cutting the costs of
Personal Computer replacements due to obsolescence, purchases of software licenses, and cost
of managing hardware and software compatibility problems, by moving to a cloud computing
system-in which the network becomes an integral part of the computer. Deployment of these
types of systems and applications would be a tremendous boom for our rural education
community, especially today. It would help to lower our capital costs and operating and
communications costs significantly and allow us to channel those savings into retaining and
hiring teachers and purchasing academic support materials.

By interconnecting our schools together and to higher education institutions over a high-
capacity network that can accommodate the high-bandwidth requirements and reliability
requirements of interactive video distance learning and cloud computing, we could obtain
significant savings and offer more and more types of instructional curricula than we can
currently afford to offer.

Helping Students Succeed: Every One, Every Time



Now, more than ever, we are challenged to do more with far less than we have ever had, but
with innovative electronic enhancements to cut unnecessary costs and increase instructional
resources, we can still prepare our students to enter a globally competitive society.

The education community strongly supports the application of Hardy Telecommunications,
Inc., to expand its network and create a high-capacity fiber-optic ring connecting the
educational institutions of our area together and to the Internet.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
//zwm e ot
Barbara Whitecotton

Superintendent
Hardy County Schools



P.O. Box 1001 » Moorefield, WV 26836
Phone: 304-530-0280

email: info@ heritageweekend.com
www.HeritageWeekend.com

Aug. 6, 2009
To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing to express my support for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program and Broadband Infrastructure Program Grant Application
submitted by Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County area.

As the Chairperson of the Hardy County Tours and Crafts Association, |
understand that affordable and reliable access to advanced broadband services is a
tool that our current and future employers require to remain competitive in the
21* Century global economy. Broadband is vital to our efforts to serve existing
businesses and allow them to modernize and expand. Availability of advanced
broadband is a key success factor in our efforts to recruit new jobs to our area, as
well as to expand our educational and workforce development efforts to ensure
that workers have the skills necessary to compete in today’s job market.

The application requests funding for a network expansion to create a high
capacity, highly reliable fiber-optic communications network for the area. The
capacity, diversity and redundancy provided by the ring would offer tremendous
advantage in terms of economic recruitment of New Economy businesses --
whose operations depend upon high reliability and high capacity electronic
communications and information networks.

The current severe economic recession has more adversely affected rural,
sparsely populated communities. One of our economic development strategies is
to support the expansion of our area telecommunications infrastructure and
interconnections to urban trading centers.

I hope that you will approve this application on behalf of Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc., to help our efforts to support our businesses, retain and

create new jobs and expand opportunities for our citizens.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

amara Carr
Chairperson



MCCoY’s Grand Theater

McCoy-McMechen Museum Inc.

P.O. Box 125
Moorefield, WV 26836
304-538-7115

August 7, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

As the President of the Board of the McCoy-McMechen Museum, Inc, I am
writing to offer our strong support for the Broadband Improvement and
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program Grants Application submitted by
Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County area.

We are a non-profit that strives to bring live theater to Hardy County. Our work
is important to the communities in the arca we serve because for many, including
children and low-income individuals, it is the only opportunity they have to see
and participate in the arts.

Our mission would be more easily accomplished if we were better able to quickly
and easily disseminate information regarding our events.

We strongly support this project. It is of broad significance to our organization
and our entirc community. Thank you in advance for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely,
4
/
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Y ippten

Larry C. Curtis
Board President



JUDY’S DRUG STORE #2 LIC

414 S MAIN ST
MOOREFIELD WV 26836
PHONE 304-530-1044
FAX 304-530-2681

August 6, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

I'am writing to express my support for the Broadband Improvement and
Broadband Technology Opportunities Programs Grant Application submitted by Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County area. As the owner of a local
community pharmacy, I understand that affordable and reliable access to high-capacity
telecommunications, information and imaging, and broadband network services is a
fundamental requirement for electronic health care applications, such as remote
diagnostics, picture archiving and communications systems for rapid transmission of
health care images, and rapid transmission of electronic patient medical records. These
applications not only offer significant advances in health care services for our patients,
but can also provide substantial savings for health care institutions. Rural health care
institutions must operate on thin margins; therefore, any advances that can produce cost
savings and improve patient care are critically important to us. In order for our
organization to be able to take advantage of these electronic advances, we require high

capacity and highly reliable network access and interconnection to other health care sites
in the area.

We understand that the Application submitted under the BIP and BTOP Programs
will allow our area communications infrastructure to be expanded to a high-capacity,
diverse and redundant fiber-optic ring. We also understand that our health care
institutions will be able to be directly connected to that ring so that we can rapidly share
patient records and imaging among health-care providers in a critical care situation. The
diversity and redundancy offered through this expansion is an absolute necessity for the
ultra-high reliability demanded of electronic health care communications.

In addition to allowing our health care institutions to share vital records and
precious resources, the system will also allow us to communicate with doctors’ offices,
insurers, public health, EMS, and other organizations within the healthcare electronic
“eco-system”, via broadband links to these locations.



We support the efforts of Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to bring these
important improvements to the health care community of our rural area. Without the
funding support made possible from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
through the BIP and BTOP programs, our rural, sparsely populated area would not have
access to these types of electronic advances for many years to come. It is economically
infeasible for any private sector company to build this type of infrastructure without
access to capital funding support through these programs. If awarded, we can assure
you that we will make good use of the network to enhance health care services in our
area and to provide more and more types of electronic services for our patients.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

e

Darin C. Judy
Owner\Manager



The R.E. Fisher Co., Inc.
MOOREFIELD EXAMINER  Weekender

 Pendleton Fatdbon

132 S. Main St., PO. Box 380, Moorefield, WV 26836
Phone: (304) 530-6397 * Fax: (304) 530-6400

August 12, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

As the Editor and Publisher of the Moorefield Examiner, I am writing to offer our strong support for
the Broadband Improvement and Broadband Technology Opportunities Program Grants Application
submitted by Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County area..

Our organization is engaged in the publication of the newspaper of record in Hardy County. Our
work is important to the communities in the area we serve because the Moorefield Examiner is the only
local news outlet in Hardy County and provides employment for 13 full-time and six part-time people.

Our work depends in large part on access to high-capacity, reliability and affordability of broadband
services.to receive timely news and information from all levels of government as well as public safety
agencies. We also offer our publication to on-line to subscribers. Without reliable and affordable
broadband service, our publication could not function in an effective and efficient manner

We strongly support this project. It is of broad significance to our organization and our entire
community. Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Sincerelé, , ZZ'\ /MM

Phoebe F. Heishman
Editor and Publisher
Moorefield Examiner

news@moorefieldexaminer.com www.moorefieldexaminer.com advertising@moorefieldexaminer.com



CSHratey ~stuneral ICome .«

J. Thomas Fraley, Licensee in Charge + Jeffrey A. Fraley, Managing Director
P.O.Box 89 <+ 145N.Main Streer ¥+  Moorefield, WV 26836
304.538.2549 + 866.538.2549 + 304.530.7717 Fax

www.fraleyfuneralhome.com

August 7, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

As the Manager of Fraley Funeral Home, LLC, I am writing to offer our strong support for
the Broadband Improvement and Broadband Technology Opportunities Program Grants Application
submitted by Hardy Telecommunications, Inc , 10 s\gvgihe Hardy County area.

"‘ oy
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Without the access of reliable higher-capaeit .nﬁwe would not be able to offer these
services to our clients. This service whei plemented: 1;'] provide client family members who

brthe service from a live feed. This would also

ones to attempt travel to the place of services:

We strongly support this project. It is of broad significance to our organization and our
entire community as well as the client families we serve. Thank you in advance for your time and
consideration.

=

Jeffrey A. Fraley, Manager
Fraley Funeral Home, LLC

“Dedicated to man, time and the changing universe”

Sincerely,
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August 13, 2009

Anthony Wilhelm, Deputy Associate Administrator

Office of Telecommunications and Information Applications - NTIA
U.S. Department of Commerce (DOC)

1401 Constitution Ave., NW

Washington , DC 20230

Dear Mr. Wilhelm,

[ am writing in support of a local telecommunications cooperative in my district
who is applying for the Rural Utilities Service’s Broadband Investment Program.

Hardy Telecommunications, Inc. has been providing service to Hardy County, West
Virginia for over fifty years and in that time they have grown from providing local telephone
services to high speed internet access in their coverage area. Despite Hardy
Telecommunication’s continued success, there is still a need for improvement in the area for an
increased high capacity bandwidth for schools, community facilities, state and local government
offices, and first response agencies.

Hardy Telecommunications is applying for funding for their project, “Hardy Anchor
Ring.” This project will interconnect anchor institutions to increase the bandwidth capacity for
these facilities, including distance learning for local community and technical college locations.
Additionally, the middle mile project will reach unserved and underserved areas along the
proposed route with the potential of reaching hundreds of homes and allowing opportunities for
economic development.

With West Virginia’s mountainous terrain and rural residential areas, Hardy
Telecommunications has worked to provide high quality service and expand with the growth in
new technologies over the years to serve as a model rural telecomm cooperative.

Thank you in advance for your consideration on this matter. Should you need further

consideration, please contact Miranda Kessel at 202-225-2711.

Sincerely,

Shelley Moore Capi

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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August 13, 2009

David J. Villano

Associate Administrator, RUS

United States Department of Agriculture
STOP 1590

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Villano,

I am writing in support of a local telecommunications cooperative in my district
who is applying for the Rural Utilities Service’s Broadband Investment Program.

Hardy Telecommunications, Inc. has been providing service to Hardy County, West
Virginia for over fifty years and in that time they have grown from providing local telephone
services to high speed internet access in their coverage area. Despite Hardy
Telecommunication’s continued success, there is still a need for improvement in the area for an
increased high capacity bandwidth for schools, commumty facilities, state and local government
offices, and first response agencies.

Hardy Telecommunications is applying for funding for their project, “Hardy Anchor
Ring.” This project will interconnect anchor institutions to increase the bandwidth capacity for
these facilities, including distance learning for local community and technical college locations.
Additionally, the middle mile project will reach unserved and underserved areas along the
proposed route with the potential of reaching hundreds of homes and allowing opportunities for
economic development.

With West Virginia’s mountainous terrain and rural residential areas, Hardy
Telecommunications has worked to provide high quality service and expand with the growth in
new technologies over the years to serve as a model rural telecomm cooperative.

Thank you in advance for your consideration on this matter. Should you need further
consideration, please contact Miranda Kessel at 202-225-2711.

Sincerely,

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



- HARDY COUNTY RURAL
> DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

(304) 530-3047/(304) 530-6287 223 N. Main St., Suite 102
fax (304) 530-6995 PO. Box 209, Moorefield
West Virginia 26836

August 7, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

The Hardy County Rural Development Authority (HCRDA) desires to express
our support for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program and
Broadband Infrastructure Program Grant Application submitted by Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc. to serve the Hardy County, West Virginia areas.

The HCRDA recognizes and understands that affordable and reliable access
to advanced broadband services is a tool that our current and future employers
require to remain competitive in the 21* Century global economy. Broadband is
vital to our efforts to serve existing businesses and allow them to modernize and
expand. Availability of advanced broadband is a key success factor in our efforts
to recruit new jobs to our area, as well as to expand our educational and
workforce development efforts to ensure that workers have the skills necessary
to compete in today’s job market.

As in many rural areas of the country, small businesses play a large role in
our area economy. Many small businesses are home-based and, as such, are
particularly dependent upon access to advanced broadband services to reach
customer markets, suppliers, and sources of information and expertise.

In particular, the application requests funding for a network expansion to
create a high capacity, highly reliable fiber-optic communications network ringing
the area. The capacity, diversity and redundancy provided by the ring would offer
tremendous advantage in terms of economic recruitment of New Economy
businesses — whose operations depend upon high reliability and high capacity
electronic communications and information networks.

The current severe economic recession has more adversely affected rural,
sparsely populated communities. Many of our residents out-commute to work.



When the gasoline approached $5.00/gallon last year, it became uneconomic to
out-commute. One of our economic development strategies is to support the
expansion of our area telecommunications infrastructure and interconnections to
urban trading centers. This would allow our residents and businesses to
electronically work and conduct business within these trading centers from within
their homes or local businesses. The proposed network expansion and creation of
a redundant ring is rightly linked to the success of that strategy.

Your favorable consideration and approval of this application on behalf of
Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., will help our efforts to support our businesses,
retain and create new jobs and expand opportunities for our citizens.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Very truly yours,
HARDY COUNTY RURAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

ﬂl&w Obssdhalu,

allie J Combs Snider
Executive Director



- HARDY COUNTY RURAL
> DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

(304) 530-3047/(304) 530-6287 223 N. Main St., Suite 102
fax (304) 530-6995 PO. Box 209, Moorefield
West Virginia 26836

August 7, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

The Hardy County Rural Development Authority (HCRDA) desires to express
our support for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program and
Broadband Infrastructure Program Grant Application submitted by Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc. to serve the Hardy County, West Virginia areas.

The HCRDA recognizes and understands that affordable and reliable access
to advanced broadband services is a tool that our current and future employers
require to remain competitive in the 21* Century global economy. Broadband is
vital to our efforts to serve existing businesses and allow them to modernize and
expand. Availability of advanced broadband is a key success factor in our efforts
to recruit new jobs to our area, as well as to expand our educational and
workforce development efforts to ensure that workers have the skills necessary
to compete in today’s job market.

As in many rural areas of the country, small businesses play a large role in
our area economy. Many small businesses are home-based and, as such, are
particularly dependent upon access to advanced broadband services to reach
customer markets, suppliers, and sources of information and expertise.

In particular, the application requests funding for a network expansion to
create a high capacity, highly reliable fiber-optic communications network ringing
the area. The capacity, diversity and redundancy provided by the ring would offer
tremendous advantage in terms of economic recruitment of New Economy
businesses — whose operations depend upon high reliability and high capacity
electronic communications and information networks.

The current severe economic recession has more adversely affected rural,
sparsely populated communities. Many of our residents out-commute to work.



When the gasoline approached $5.00/gallon last year, it became uneconomic to
out-commute. One of our economic development strategies is to support the
expansion of our area telecommunications infrastructure and interconnections to
urban trading centers. This would allow our residents and businesses to
electronically work and conduct business within these trading centers from within
their homes or local businesses. The proposed network expansion and creation of
a redundant ring is rightly linked to the success of that strategy.

Your favorable consideration and approval of this application on behalf of
Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., will help our efforts to support our businesses,
retain and create new jobs and expand opportunities for our citizens.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Very truly yours,
HARDY COUNTY RURAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

ﬂl&w Obssdhalu,

allie J Combs Snider
Executive Director



BARBARA WHITECOTTON
Superintendent

510 Ashby Street « Moorefield, WV 26836 County Board of Education Members
(304) 530-2348 phone « (304) 530-2340 fax RICKY G. PERKINS,, President
www.hardycountyschools.com MARGARET $. SHRIVER, Vice President

: NANCY V. HAHN

LOY D. KESNER

DIXIE BEAN

August 5, 2009

To Whom It May Concern,

| am writing to express my support for the Broadband Improvement and Broadband
Technology Opportunities Programs Grant Application submitted by Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County Area. As the Superintendent of Hardy
County Schools, | can speak to the needs of the education community in our area. Class sizes in
our rural, sparsely populated area are very small, and our resources are stretched thin.
Whereas student populations are high in metropolitan areas, and, therefore, schools can offer
more types of curricula to very advanced levels, we cannot hire a specialized instructor for one
or only a handful of interested students in a school. Today, the economic crisis has forced
schools across the U.S. to cut budgets to unprecedented lows, to furlough and now lay off
teachers, and to do without supplies and needed equipment. Rural schools have been severely
affected by the economic crisis. It is unbelievably difficult to maintain our schools and our
educational offerings during this time, yet we must find a way.

We have read about advanced fiber-optic education networks that connect regional K-20
schools together so that they can share access to real-time, interactive video distance learning
curricula (soon to be high definition video), as well as to share services such as Internet and
telecommunications, for significant cost savings. We are also interested in cutting the costs of
Personal Computer replacements due to obsolescence, purchases of software licenses, and cost
of managing hardware and software compatibility problems, by moving to a cloud computing
system-in which the network becomes an integral part of the computer. Deployment of these
types of systems and applications would be a tremendous boom for our rural education
community, especially today. It would help to lower our capital costs and operating and
communications costs significantly and allow us to channel those savings into retaining and
hiring teachers and purchasing academic support materials.

By interconnecting our schools together and to higher education institutions over a high-
capacity network that can accommodate the high-bandwidth requirements and reliability
requirements of interactive video distance learning and cloud computing, we could obtain
significant savings and offer more and more types of instructional curricula than we can
currently afford to offer.

Helping Students Succeed: Every One, Every Time



Now, more than ever, we are challenged to do more with far less than we have ever had, but
with innovative electronic enhancements to cut unnecessary costs and increase instructional
resources, we can still prepare our students to enter a globally competitive society.

The education community strongly supports the application of Hardy Telecommunications,
Inc., to expand its network and create a high-capacity fiber-optic ring connecting the
educational institutions of our area together and to the Internet.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
//zwm e ot
Barbara Whitecotton

Superintendent
Hardy County Schools



P.O. Box 1001 » Moorefield, WV 26836
Phone: 304-530-0280

email: info@ heritageweekend.com
www.HeritageWeekend.com

Aug. 6, 2009
To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing to express my support for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program and Broadband Infrastructure Program Grant Application
submitted by Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County area.

As the Chairperson of the Hardy County Tours and Crafts Association, |
understand that affordable and reliable access to advanced broadband services is a
tool that our current and future employers require to remain competitive in the
21* Century global economy. Broadband is vital to our efforts to serve existing
businesses and allow them to modernize and expand. Availability of advanced
broadband is a key success factor in our efforts to recruit new jobs to our area, as
well as to expand our educational and workforce development efforts to ensure
that workers have the skills necessary to compete in today’s job market.

The application requests funding for a network expansion to create a high
capacity, highly reliable fiber-optic communications network for the area. The
capacity, diversity and redundancy provided by the ring would offer tremendous
advantage in terms of economic recruitment of New Economy businesses --
whose operations depend upon high reliability and high capacity electronic
communications and information networks.

The current severe economic recession has more adversely affected rural,
sparsely populated communities. One of our economic development strategies is
to support the expansion of our area telecommunications infrastructure and
interconnections to urban trading centers.

I hope that you will approve this application on behalf of Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc., to help our efforts to support our businesses, retain and

create new jobs and expand opportunities for our citizens.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

amara Carr
Chairperson



MCCoY’s Grand Theater

McCoy-McMechen Museum Inc.

P.O. Box 125
Moorefield, WV 26836
304-538-7115

August 7, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

As the President of the Board of the McCoy-McMechen Museum, Inc, I am
writing to offer our strong support for the Broadband Improvement and
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program Grants Application submitted by
Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County area.

We are a non-profit that strives to bring live theater to Hardy County. Our work
is important to the communities in the arca we serve because for many, including
children and low-income individuals, it is the only opportunity they have to see
and participate in the arts.

Our mission would be more easily accomplished if we were better able to quickly
and easily disseminate information regarding our events.

We strongly support this project. It is of broad significance to our organization
and our entirc community. Thank you in advance for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely,
4
/

—
)

Y ippten

Larry C. Curtis
Board President



JUDY’S DRUG STORE #2 LIC

414 S MAIN ST
MOOREFIELD WV 26836
PHONE 304-530-1044
FAX 304-530-2681

August 6, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

I'am writing to express my support for the Broadband Improvement and
Broadband Technology Opportunities Programs Grant Application submitted by Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County area. As the owner of a local
community pharmacy, I understand that affordable and reliable access to high-capacity
telecommunications, information and imaging, and broadband network services is a
fundamental requirement for electronic health care applications, such as remote
diagnostics, picture archiving and communications systems for rapid transmission of
health care images, and rapid transmission of electronic patient medical records. These
applications not only offer significant advances in health care services for our patients,
but can also provide substantial savings for health care institutions. Rural health care
institutions must operate on thin margins; therefore, any advances that can produce cost
savings and improve patient care are critically important to us. In order for our
organization to be able to take advantage of these electronic advances, we require high

capacity and highly reliable network access and interconnection to other health care sites
in the area.

We understand that the Application submitted under the BIP and BTOP Programs
will allow our area communications infrastructure to be expanded to a high-capacity,
diverse and redundant fiber-optic ring. We also understand that our health care
institutions will be able to be directly connected to that ring so that we can rapidly share
patient records and imaging among health-care providers in a critical care situation. The
diversity and redundancy offered through this expansion is an absolute necessity for the
ultra-high reliability demanded of electronic health care communications.

In addition to allowing our health care institutions to share vital records and
precious resources, the system will also allow us to communicate with doctors’ offices,
insurers, public health, EMS, and other organizations within the healthcare electronic
“eco-system”, via broadband links to these locations.



We support the efforts of Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to bring these
important improvements to the health care community of our rural area. Without the
funding support made possible from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
through the BIP and BTOP programs, our rural, sparsely populated area would not have
access to these types of electronic advances for many years to come. It is economically
infeasible for any private sector company to build this type of infrastructure without
access to capital funding support through these programs. If awarded, we can assure
you that we will make good use of the network to enhance health care services in our
area and to provide more and more types of electronic services for our patients.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

e

Darin C. Judy
Owner\Manager



The R.E. Fisher Co., Inc.
MOOREFIELD EXAMINER  Weekender

 Pendleton Fatdbon

132 S. Main St., PO. Box 380, Moorefield, WV 26836
Phone: (304) 530-6397 * Fax: (304) 530-6400

August 12, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

As the Editor and Publisher of the Moorefield Examiner, I am writing to offer our strong support for
the Broadband Improvement and Broadband Technology Opportunities Program Grants Application
submitted by Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County area..

Our organization is engaged in the publication of the newspaper of record in Hardy County. Our
work is important to the communities in the area we serve because the Moorefield Examiner is the only
local news outlet in Hardy County and provides employment for 13 full-time and six part-time people.

Our work depends in large part on access to high-capacity, reliability and affordability of broadband
services.to receive timely news and information from all levels of government as well as public safety
agencies. We also offer our publication to on-line to subscribers. Without reliable and affordable
broadband service, our publication could not function in an effective and efficient manner

We strongly support this project. It is of broad significance to our organization and our entire
community. Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Sincerelé, , ZZ'\ /MM

Phoebe F. Heishman
Editor and Publisher
Moorefield Examiner

news@moorefieldexaminer.com www.moorefieldexaminer.com advertising@moorefieldexaminer.com



CSHratey ~stuneral ICome .«

J. Thomas Fraley, Licensee in Charge + Jeffrey A. Fraley, Managing Director
P.O.Box 89 <+ 145N.Main Streer ¥+  Moorefield, WV 26836
304.538.2549 + 866.538.2549 + 304.530.7717 Fax

www.fraleyfuneralhome.com

August 7, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

As the Manager of Fraley Funeral Home, LLC, I am writing to offer our strong support for
the Broadband Improvement and Broadband Technology Opportunities Program Grants Application
submitted by Hardy Telecommunications, Inc , 10 s\gvgihe Hardy County area.

"‘ oy

5
Our organization is engaged @' P
area. Our work is important to ",z 1

\serve because we provide a needed
siof ho deceased Our onhne services

attend ser’vm an’ Qpportumty to se d condolences, view v1de0
heldecedent’s, ?amﬂy allﬁ‘@m the comférﬁ of home.

paron access’ to high-capacity; khablhty and affordability of

and services we woulcg erable to provide to the general

public as well as chent families, o'?‘ os such as video mbﬁéﬁ?;r as simple as instant information
regarding arrangements. R

We are currently-obtaining equiprient and software to broadcast our funeral services online.
Without the access of reliable higher-capaeit .nﬁwe would not be able to offer these
services to our clients. This service whei plemented: 1;'] provide client family members who

brthe service from a live feed. This would also

ones to attempt travel to the place of services:

We strongly support this project. It is of broad significance to our organization and our
entire community as well as the client families we serve. Thank you in advance for your time and
consideration.

=

Jeffrey A. Fraley, Manager
Fraley Funeral Home, LLC

“Dedicated to man, time and the changing universe”

Sincerely,



& Spine Associates, w.

Chiropractic ¢ Physical Therapy

712 N. Main St. #203, Moorefield, WV 26836  O: 304.530.PAIN (7246) F: 304.530.7247

August 5, 2009
To Whom It May Concern;

[ am writing to express my support for the Broadband Improvement and
Broadband Technology Opportunities Programs Grant Application submitted by Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc to serve the Hardy County area. As the Owner of Spine
Associates, PLLC I understand that affordable and reliable access to high-capacity
telecommunications , information and imaging, and broadband network services is a
fundamental requirement for electronic health care applications, such as remote
diagnostics, picture archiving and communications systems for rapid transmission of
health care images, and rapid transmission of electronic patient medical records. These
applications not only offer significant advances in health care services for our patients,
but can also provide substantial savings for health care institutions. Rural health care
institutions must operate on thin margins; therefore, any advances that can produce cost
savings and improve patient care are critically important to us. In advances, we require
high capacity and highly reliable network access and interconnection to other health care
sites in the area.

We understand that the Application submitted under the BOP and BTOP Programs
will allow our area communications infrastructure to be expanded to a high capacity,
diverse and redundant fiber-optic ring. We also understand that our health care
institutions will be able to be directly connected to that ring so that we can rapidly share
patient records and imaging among health-care providers in a critical care situation. The
diversity and redundancy offered through this expansion is an absolute necessity for the
ultra-high reliability demanded of electronic health care communications.

In addition to allowing our health care institutions to share vital records and precious
resources, the system will also allow us to communicate with doctors’ offices, insurers,
public health, EMS, and other organizations within the healthcare electronic “eco-
system:, via broadband links to these locations.

We support the efforts of Hardy Telephone to bring these important improvements to
the health care community of our rural area. Without the funding support made possible
from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act through the BIP and BTOP
programs, our rural, sparsely, populated area would not have access to these types of
electronic advances for many years to come. It is economically infeasible for any private
sector company to build this type of infrastructure without access to capital funding
support through these programs. If awarded, we can assure you that we will make good



& Spine Associates,

g Chiropractic e Physical Therapy

712 N. Main St. #203, Moorefield, WV 26836  O: 304.530.PAIN (7246) F: 304.530.7247

use of the network to enhance health care services in our area and to provide more and
more types of electronic services for our patients.

Thank You in advance for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

—D* | JQJL ‘ @a/ﬁ//wﬁz

Dr. Jack Ricci



Aug. 06", 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing to express my support for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program and Broadband Infrastructure Program Grant Application
submitted by Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County area.

As the Hardy County Commission, we understand that affordable and
reliable access to advanced broadband services is a tool that our current and future
employers require to remain competitive in the 21* Century global economy.
Broadband is vital to our efforts to serve existing businesses and allow them to
modernize and expand. Availability of advanced broadband is a key success
factor in our efforts to recruit new jobs to our area, as well as to expand our
educational and workforce development efforts to ensure that workers have the
skills necessary to compete in today’s job market.

As in many rural areas of the Country, small businesses play a large role
in our area economy. Many small businesses are home-based and, as such, are
particularly dependent upon access to advanced broadband services to reach
customer markets, suppliers, and sources of information and expertise.

In particular, the application requests funding for a network expansion to
create a high capacity, highly reliable fiber-optic communications network ringing
the area. The capacity, diversity and redundancy provided by the ring would offer
tremendous advantage in terms of economic recruitment of New Economy
businesses -- whose operations depend upon high reliability and high capacity
electronic communications and information networks.

The current severe economic recession has more adversely affected rural,
sparsely populated communities. Many of our residents out-commute to work.
When the price of gasoline approached $5.00/gallon last year, it became
uneconomic to out-commute. One of our economic development strategies is to
support the expansion of our area telecommunications infrastructure and
interconnections to urban trading centers. This would allow our residents and
businesses to electronically work and conduct business within these trading
centers from within their homes or local businesses. The proposed network
expansion and creation of a redundant ring is tightly linked to the success of that
strategy.

We hope that you will approve this application on behalf of Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc., to help our efforts to support our businesses, retain and

create new jobs and expand opportunities for our citizens.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

? / ‘7“%‘
tanley B yer, Jr.

Presidenty/Hardy County Commission
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,

Donard H, COQKMAN, Chier Jusae
HampsHire County Jupiciar CENTER

=20 SouTtr Hisn Street, SuiTE &

Past Orrice Box B5S Franriin, West Viroinia 26807
Romney, WesT ViRaINIa 2E757 Prone (304) 388-2208

FPHong [A0<4) GER-TA442 Fax (3041 368-3227

Fax (304) B2R-TE52 TWENTY-SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Jemry D. Moore, Juper
108 MNoaTh MAIN STREET
PoaT DFrice Boax 8

HamesHire, HARDY AND Penouevon COUNTIES

August 6, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

As Judge of the 22™ Judicial Circuit, I am writing to offer my strong support for the
Broadband Improvement and Broadband Technology Opportunities Program Grants
Application submitted by Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County area.

I believe that the upgrade of the fiber ring will benefit emergency services, law
enforcement, and generally be of a great benefit to the citizens of Hardy County.

These agencies are extremely important to the community and the services they
provide are greatly enhanced by high-capacity broadband services.

This project has my complete support and I would urge that the grant be favorably
considered.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Very truly yours,

O )N v

try D. Moore

JDM/tjs
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WEST VIRGINIA'S VACATIONLAND

TOWN of WARDENSVILLE

25 Warrior Way — PO Bex 7
Wardensville WV 26881-0007

Phong 304/874-3050
Fax 304/874-4044
Ernail info@wardensville.com

August 7, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

As the Mayor of the Town of Wardensville, I am writing to offer our
strong support for the Broadband Improvement and Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program Grants Application submitted by Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc., 10 serve the Hardy County area.

The Town of Wardensville is, of course, a governmental organization. Our
work is important to the communities in the area we serve because we furnish
water and sewer service, police protection, park and recreational facilities,
maintain streets as well as many other services.

Our work depends in large part on access to high-capacity, reliability and
affordability of broadband services. The Town of Wardensville, like most
businesses, has become extremely dependent on these services and being a
municipal government we ars always looking for ways to cut costs.

We strongly support this project. Ii is of broad significance to our
organization and our entire community. Thank you in advance for your time and
congideration.

Sincerely, .
74

ﬁﬂcoﬁy” Miller

Mayor

2/2
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WEST VIRGINIA'S VACTATIONLAND

TOWN of WARDENSVILLE

26 Warrier Way — PO Box 7
Werdensville WV 26651-0007

Phone 304/874-3850
Fax 304/874-4044
Email Info@wardensvilie,com

Aug. 7, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing to express my support for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program and Broadband Infrastructure Program Grant Application
submitted by Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County area,

As the President of the Wardensville Planning Commission, I understand
that affordable and reliable access to advanced broadband services is a tool that
our current and future employers require to remain competitive in the 21% Century
global economy. Broadband is vital to our efforts 10 serve existing businesses and
allow them to modernize and expand, Availability of advanced broadband is a
key success factor in our efforts to recruit new jobs to our arsa, as well &s to
expand our educational and workforee development efforts to ensure that workers
have the skills necessary to compete in today’s job market.

As in many rural areas of the Country, small businesses play & large role
in our arca econemy. Many small buginesses are home-based and, as such, are
particularly dependent upon aceess to advanced broadband services to reach
customer markets, suppliers, and sources of information and expertise.

In particular, the application requests funding for a network expansion to
create a high capacity, highly reliable fiber-optic communications network ringing
the arsa. The capacity, diversity and redundancy provided by the ring would offer
tremendous advantage in terms of economic recruitment of New Economy
buginesses -- whose operations depend upon high reliability and high capacity
electronic communications and information networks.

The current severe economic recession has more adversely affected rural,
sparsely populated communities, Many of our residents out-commute 10 work,
When the price of gasoline approached $5.00/gallon last year, it became
uneconomic to out-commute, One of our economic development strategies is to
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support the expansion of our area telecommunications infrastructure and
interconnections to urban trading centers. This wouid allow our residents and
businesses to electronically work and conduct business within these trading
centers from within their homes or local businesses. The proposed network
expansion and creation of a redundant ring is tightly linked to the success of that
strategy.

I hope that you will approve this application on behalf of Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc., to help our efforts to support our businesses, retain and
create new jobs and expand opportunities for our citizens.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Charlotte Bowman
President
Wardensville Planning Commission
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Wardensville Pharmacy LLC
P.O. Box 425
333 East Main Street
Wardensville, WV 26851
(304) 874-3687
Owner Lisa C. Whetzel RPh

Aug, 11, 2009

To Whom Tt May Concern:

I'am writing to express my support for the Broadband Improvement and Broadband Technology
Opportunities Programs Grant Application submitted by Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy
County area. As the Owner of Wardensville Pharmacy and Fitness Center, Iunderstand that affordable and
reliable access to high-capacity telecommunications, information and imaging, and broadband network services
1s a fundamental requirement for electronic health care applications, such as remote diagnostics, picture
archiving and communications systems for rapid transmission of health care images, and rapid transmission of
electronic patient medical records. These applications not only offer significant advarces in health care services
for our patients, but can also provide substantial savings for health care institutions. Rural health care
institutions must operate on thin margins; therefore, any advances that can produce cost savings and improve
patient care are critically important to us. In order for our organization to be able to take advantage of these
electronic advances, we require high capacity and highly reliable network access and interconnection to other
health care sites in the ares.

We understand that the Application submitted under the BIP and BTOP Programs will allow our area
communications infrastructure to be expanded to a high-capacity, diverse and redundant fiber-optic ring. We
also understand that our health care institutions will be able to be directly connected to that ring so that we can
rapidly share patient records and imaging among health-care providets in a critical care situation. The diversity
and redundancy offered through this expansion is an absolute necessity for the ultra-high reliability demanded of
electronic health care communications.

In addition to allowing our health care institutions to share vital records and precious resources, the
system will also allow us to communicate with doctors’ offices, insurers, public health, EMS, and other
organizations within the healthcare electronic “eco-system”, via broadband links to these locations.

We support the efforts of Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to bring these important improvements to the
health care community of our rural area. Without the funding support made possible from the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act through the BIP and BTOP programs, our rural, sparsely populated area would
not have access to these types of electronic advances for many years to come. It is economically infeasible for
any private sector company to build this type of infrastructure without access to capital funding support through
these programs. If awarded, we can assure you that we will make good use of the network to enhance health
care services in our area and to provide more and more types of electronic services for our patients.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Fa C OW
Lisa C. Wheizel
Owner and Pharmacist



690 A M 620 WE I_ D 101.7 [FM 101.7

Your local nadis etation for over 50 years

August 6, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

As the General Manager of Radio Station WELD, I am writing to offer our strong
support for the Broadband Improvement and Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program Grants Application submitted by Hardy Telecommunications, Inc, to serve the
Hardy County area.

Our work depends in large part on access to high-capacity, reliability and affordability
of broadband services. It is important that we provide current information to our
listeners.

We strongly support this project. It is of broad significance to our organization and the
entire community. Than you in advance for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Qo= 55

Alan Yokum,"
General Manager WELD

126 Kessel Road ¢ Fisher, WV 26818
Phone: 304.538.6062 + Fax: 304.538.7032
Email: weld@hardynet.com



pe e Planners Office

204 Washington Street
Moorefield, WV 26836
304-530-0257
Tom Widder County Planner
David Shields Assistant Planner

Nl =y

HARDY
COUNTY

August 6, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing to express my support for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program and Broadband Infrastructure Program Grant Application
submitted by Hardy Telecommunications, Inc., to serve the Hardy County area.

As the Planner for Hardy County [ understand that affordable and reliable
access to advanced broadband services is a tool that our current and future
employers require to remain competitive in the 21* Century global economy.
Broadband is vital to our efforts to serve existing businesses and allow them to
modernize and expand. Availability of advanced broadband is a key success
factor in our efforts to recruit new jobs to our area, as well as to expand our
educational and workforce development efforts to ensure that workers have the
skills necessary to compete in today’s job market.

As in many rural areas of the Country, small businesses play a large role
in our area economy. Many small businesses are home-based and, as such, are
particularly dependent upon access to advanced broadband services to reach
customer markets, suppliers, and sources of information and expertise.

In particular, the application requests funding for a network expansion to
create a high capacity, highly reliable fiber-optic communications network ringing
the area. The capacity, diversity and redundancy provided by the ring would offer
tremendous advantage in terms of economic recruitment of New Economy
businesses -- whose operations depend upon high reliability and high capacity
electronic communications and information networks.



The current severe economic recession has more adversely affected rural,
sparsely populated communities. Many of our residents out-commute to work.
When the price of gasoline approached $5.00/gallon last year, it became
uneconomic to out-commute. One of our economic development strategies is to
support the expansion of our area telecommunications infrastructure and
interconnections to urban trading centers. This would allow our residents and
businesses to electronically work and conduct business within these trading
centers from within their homes or local businesses. The proposed network
expansion and creation of a redundant ring is tightly linked to the success of that
strategy.

[ hope that you will approve this application on behalf of Hardy
Telecommunications, Inc., to help our efforts to support our businesses, retain and
create new jobs and expand opportunities for our citizens in our growing
Communities and County.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Sincerely, v ]
T

Tony T I
Tom Widder

Hardy County Planner

Hardy County Floodplain Manager
204 Washington Street
Moorefield, WV 26836
Phone-304-530-0257

Cell

fax-304-530-0258
hdyplan@court.state. wv.us




WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

State Rail Authority

120 Water Plant Drive, Moorefield, West Virginia 26836

Joe Manchin I1I (304) 538-2305 » TDD (800) 742-6991+ Fax (304) 538-7474
Governor
August 5, 2009
To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing to offer our support for the Broadband Improvements and Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program Grant Application submitted by Hardy Telecommunications.

The West Virginia State Rail Authority’s function is to facilitate rail transportation within the
State of West Virginia. We monitor railroad abandonments, legislation affecting rail
transportation, and rail traffic throughout the state. Additionally, we own and operate the South
Branch Valley Railroad (SBVR) which services various industries in Grant, Hardy, and
Hampshire Counties. We also own the West Virginia Central that serves, Barbour, Randolph,
Pocahontas, and Webster Counties.

The State Rail Authority is headquartered in Moorefield, WV. We are connected to the State
electric data system via internet. We are dependent on high-capacity; reliable, and affordable
broadband services to both access and receive information from Charleston, WV. Without the
ability to transmit and receive via broadband we cannot submit bills for payment, track
payments, track contracts, receive accounting reports, submit payroll, or access employee
information.

I mentioned earlier that we also operate the SBVR. The SBVR moves approximately 4,000
railcar loads of freight per year. The nation’s rail system is totally electronic. We are required
to have broadband service in order to connect to the railroad data interchange system. This
requires the service we have to be both very reliable and, because of the amount of data and time
used, very affordable.

Finally, as mentioned earlier, we monitor rail abandonments, legislation, and rail traffic
throughout the state. All this information is available via the internet and obtained from the
internet. The rail industry is very dynamic and changes from day to day. Reliability is the key to
staying abreast of what is happening within the industry that may affect West Virginia.

We strong support this project. It is very important to our organization and to the entire
community. Should you have any questions or require further information, do not hesitate to
contact me.

Sincerely,
Charles Hill
Property Manager
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