


                                               
 

                     
 

                    

 
 
March 5, 2010 
 
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
C/O Tom Fritz 
Connect Ohio 
232 North Third Street, Suite 201 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
Regarding:  Connect Ohio Adoption through Public Libraries project 
 
In order to bring necessary education, job creation, health information, delivery of government services, and a variety of 
social benefits to our citizens, it is critical that sufficient access to broadband services be widely available.  Libraries are 
critical to providing these services to citizens without access to broadband at home. 
 
In addition, libraries help the community understand and make full use of the benefits of broadband by providing an 
adequate supply of computers, curriculum to ensure effective use, and a program which will help citizens to adopt 
broadband as an integral part of their daily lives. 
 
The State Library of Ohio and Connect Ohio, a non-profit public-private partnership established by the Governor of Ohio 
to promote the benefits and use of broadband have formed a partnership to increase the number of Public Access 
Computers available to library patrons and to ensure the delivery of curriculum and training to these patrons. Connect 
Ohio’s Adoption through Public Libraries project will enable this by providing training, technical support, public 
awareness, and a coherent strategy that can be executed statewide.  Connect Ohio’s application will provide more than 
100 new training jobs and produce over 200,000 incremental connected households in Ohio over the next two years, if 
funded. 
 
By providing a sufficient supply of modern computers, the State Library of Ohio’s Public Access through Libraries 
project will enable Ohio libraries to offer many of the benefits of broadband to their patrons.  A recent survey conducted 
among library patrons statewide concluded that fewer than 40% of the users at the libraries have broadband at home.  This 
meets the NTIA’s definition of underserved population, and it is clear that the access to broadband at the library meets a 
vital public need. 
 
The State Library of Ohio fully supports Connect Ohio’s Adoption through Public Libraries project application. By 
making stimulus funds available through it and the State Library’s Public Access through Libraries project we expect that 
great strides will be made statewide towards serving the public computing needs of Ohio residents.  The increased 
capacity will not only result in greater adoption of broadband and its benefits, but will also provide needed access to 
government services, broader markets, job seeking tools, and social benefits to all Ohioans. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Melissa B. Lodge 
Interim State Librarian 
State Library of Ohio 
 
 
 



March 5, 2010

Tom Fritz
Executive Director
Connect Ohio
232 North 3rd Street, Suite 201
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Mr. Fritz:

I am writing on behalf of the Ohio Public Library Information Network (OPLIN) to  
express support for Connect Ohio’s proposal for a federal stimulus grant under the  
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) from the Dept. of Commerce,  
National Telecommunications and Information Administration, Round 2: Sustainable  
Broadband Adoption.

I understand Connect Ohio's project is titled "Ohio Public Adoption through  
Libraries, part II program (OPAL II)," which collaborates with the State Library of Ohio,  
whose project is titled "Ohio Public Access through Libraries, part I program (OPAL I)."  
The intent of OPAL II is to provide the training, technical support, and public awareness  
campaign that will ensure that citizens are able to use the workstations purchased  
through OPAL I to learn not only how to use broadband technology, but about its value  
in their lives.  In addition to having ready access to broadband in a public place,  
computer users can complete a basic slate of curriculum which will help them to see  
the economic, social, and educational benefits of broadband clearly and to apply this  
value to their everyday lives in the forms of better education, healthcare,  
communication, and access to government services.

As the state agency charged with maintaining Internet connections for the public  
library systems of Ohio, OPLIN is well aware that many of the users of public  
computing in libraries would benefit greatly from a program like OPAL II.  Throughout  
the recent economic downturn, libraries across Ohio have been overwhelmed by an  
unprecedented demand for public computers. Much of this demand has been driven by  
the needs of job seekers; many new job seekers go to public libraries for introductory  
computer training, help with job searches, assistance with online applications,  
guidance in developing resumes and much more.  This increased demand for  
community computer access in public libraries has also been driven by increased  



reliance on the Internet to deliver assistance from social service agencies and federal,  
state and local governments.

Connect Ohio's proposed project will allow public libraries to go one step  
beyond their current services to those in need of an Internet computer; it will provide  
computer users with the training and the incentives they need to assess and appreciate  
the value of having broadband access at home. It will also stimulate the small  
businesses that currently use the Internet sporadically at the library. More and more of 
our economy is based on small businesses which will be increasingly dependent on  
access to broadband, computer equipment and the training to understand how to  
effectively use these tools to expand their business.

OPLIN provides Internet access bandwidth and circuit capacity to each Ohio  
public library system proportional to the library system's needs. We look forward to  
working with the local libraries participating in this project by continuing to provide  
high-quality broadband to the beneficiaries of the OPAL I and OPAL II projects. We  
hope that our support of this project is mirrored by support from the BTOP .

Sincerely,

Stephen Hedges
Director











E-mail Basics, Part 1: Read, Respond, Write, 
and Print 
Learn how to use the basic features of an e-mail 
account by using the Yahoo! e-mail service to 
communicate quickly and conveniently with 
friends, family and colleagues. Tips for printing 
messages will also be demonstrated. Attendance 
at Internet, Part 1 or prior Internet experience 
is preferred.

E-mail Basics, Part 2: Message 
Management 
Learn how to attach files to outgoing messages 
and open incoming attachments. Organize your 
list of contacts using an Address Book. Learn how 
to create folders for filing messages. Experience 
using an e-mail account or attendance at E-mail 
Basics, Part 1 is required. Yahoo! Mail will be 
demonstrated in class.

Internet, Part 1: An Introduction 
Learn how to access the Internet in the library 
and from your home computer. During class, you 
will practice basic Internet searching using web 
directories and search engines. Attendance at 
Windows for Beginners is preferred.

Internet, Part 2: Searching, Printing and 
Favorites 
Learn how to make better use of search engine 
features for more successful Internet searching. 
Practice saving your favorite Web sites and 
printing Internet content. Attendance at Internet, 
Part 1 or prior Internet experience is preferred.

Internet, Part 3: Beyond Searching 
Now that you know how to search for information, 
it’s time to discover what else the Internet is used 
for. Topics covered include weather, movies, 
driving directions, games and finding cheap gas. 
Attendance at Internet, Part 1 or prior Internet 
experience is preferred.

Internet, Part 4: Even More Useful Sites 
Continued from Internet, Part 3, topics covered 
include shopping, news, social networking, 
e-cards, and image searches. Attendance at 
Internet, Part 1 or prior Internet experience is 
preferred.

Introduction to Digital Cameras 
Learn more about digital cameras. A discussion 
of basic vocabulary and an introduction to the 
equipment will give you a greater understanding 
of this exciting new technology. No experience or 
camera required.

Go Google  
Now that you have an understanding of how the 
Internet works. Let’s take a look at Google and 
see what fun things it has to offer. You can begin 
by customizing the look of your Google page but 
the fun doesn’t stop there. You can store pictures, 
email, read blogs, look at maps, shop, and so 
much more. You must have a Google account 
which can be obtained from www.google.com. 
Attendance at Internet, Part 1 or prior Internet 
experience is preferred.

Library Catalog 101 
Want to be able to check your library card from 
home? Want to place the newest and most 
interesting items on hold? Want to opt in and track 
your reading history? Want to renew your books, 
but the Library is closed? Discover the possibilities 
with the new library catalog, akronlibrary.org. 
Attendance at Internet, Part 1 or prior Internet 
experience is preferred.

MS Word, Part 1: Creating/Editing 
Documents 
Discover how to create word processing 
documents using Microsoft Word 2007. 
Learn various editing features that allow you to 
effectively revise documents. Explore ways to 
quickly copy and move text. Practice preparing 
files using Word’s document templates to begin 
documents. Attendance at Microsoft Windows 
for Beginners is preferred.

MS Word, Part 2: Formatting Text & 
Paragraphs 
Make your document stand out! Explore the 
different ways to change how text looks. Learn 
how to change the style and effect of text. 
Discover additional formatting techniques that can 
be applied to document paragraphs. Attendance 
at MS Word, Part 1 is preferred.

MS Excel, Part 1: Creating Workbooks 
Learn how to create basic workbook files using 
Microsoft Excel 2007. Discover how to organize 
data more efficiently using spreadsheets. 
Attendance at MS Word, Part 1 is preferred.

MS Excel, Part 2: Formatting and Setting Up 
Workbooks 
Discover how to setup a workbook to meet your 
informational needs. Practice the different ways to 
duplicate, move, and edit data. Attendance at MS 
Excel, Part 1 is preferred.

MS Excel, Part 3: Using Formulas  
Let Excel do the math for you! Practice creating 
and applying formulas to your worksheets. 
Attendance at MS Excel, Part 2 is preferred.

MS Excel, Part 4: Custom Tools for 
Worksheets 
Experience the advanced features associated 
with Excel. Learn how to maximize your data with 
these helpful tools. Attendance at MS Excel, Part 
3 is preferred.

MS Excel, Part 5: Advanced Custom Tools for 
Worksheets 
Experience the more advanced features 
associated with Excel. Learn how to link data 
among many workbooks. Set up a shared-
workbook with appropriate protection levels and 
create a drop-down list. Attendance at MS Excel, 
Part 3 & 4 is preferred.

MS Excel, Pivot Tables
Do you want to know how to make large, complex 
sets of data more comprehensible and easier to 
understand at a glance?  Come to this course to 
learn when you have a large amount of data to 
sum and you want to compare several facts about 
each figure.  Attendance at MS Excel 3, 4 & 5 is 
preferred.

MS PowerPoint, Part 1: The Basics 
Learn how to create and present slideshow 
presentations for work, school, or personal use 
with PowerPoint 2007. Attendance at Windows 
for Beginners is preferred.

MS PowerPoint, Part 2: Notes, Links, & 
Graphics 
Learn how to use PowerPoint’s advanced features 
to customize your presentations. Experience with 
using PowerPoint or attendance at PowerPoint, 
Part 1 is preferred.

MS PowerPoint, Part 3: Advanced Features 
Advanced features covered include photo 
album shows, automation, animation, more with 
backgrounds, charts, and other miscellaneous 
items. Experience with using PowerPoint or 
attendance at PowerPoint, Part 2 is preferred.

MS Publisher, Part 1:  The Basics 
Create business cards, greeting cards, 
flyers, and more! Learn the basics of creating 
professional looking publications with Publisher 
2007, Microsoft’s desktop publishing program.  
Attendance at Windows for Beginners is 
preferred.

MS Publisher, Part 2:  Advanced Features 
Explore Publisher’s more advanced features as 
you create a two-page newsletter.  Distributing 
your publication via e-mail and the Internet will be 
discussed.  Attendance at Publisher, Part 1 is 
preferred.

MS Publisher, Part 3: More Advanced 
Features 
Develop a tri-fold brochure as you continue to 
delve into Publisher.  Included is how to use Mail 
Merge to distribute your publication.  Attendance 
at Publisher, Part 1 is preferred.

Basic Website Creation 
Learn the steps involved in building a website, 
and then create a basic one of your own in class 
using a wizard and step-by-step class instruction. 
If possible, please go to www.gmail.com and sign 
up for an account prior to class. Attendance at 
Internet, Parts 1 & 2 or prior Internet experience 
is preferred.
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…Helping Schools Help Children in Tuscarawas, Carroll, Harrison and Belmont Counties…

 
  
March 12, 2010

To whom it may concern:

The East Central Ohio Educational Service Center will be partnering with Connect Ohio in order to provide 2000 hours of training and
training spaces for the period of 2 years. The ECOESC will be purchasing 20 computers with which to conduct this training and will be
requesting funds of $475 per computer, at a cost of $9500. The ECOESC will be matching the computer purchase price for a match
total of $4280.

The ECOESC will provide a staff member to offer training to the Tuscarawas County community during business hours. The ECOESC
will be requesting 2000 hours of service from the grant at a cost of $21 per hour. This totals $42,000 for the 2 year delivery period.
During that time, the ECOESC will provide matching funds of $9 per hour, at a cost to the ESC of $18,000.

We look forward, as an Educational Service Center, to providing training for the community and citizens in which we reside.

For Licking County Training – ECOESC representing and providing fiscal services:

Licking Area Computer Association (LACA) will be providing 500 training hours in a computer lab space. LACA agrees to provide a
trainer at a cost of $30 per hour, with grant funds being requested to cover $21 per hour, at a total cost of $10,500. To accomplish
this training, LACA is requesting 30 computers. LACA is requesting grant funds in the amount of $14,250 to cover 30 computers, and
will be matching that purchase cost at a total match of $6420.

The ECOESC and LACA have an existing partnership, and will utilize this partnership to provide continued training throughout this
project.

Sincerely,

Nicholas Brown
Director of Technology

East Central Ohio
Educational Service Center

834 East High Avenue • New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663
Phone (330) 308-­‐9939 • Fax (330) 308-­‐0964

Kevin Spears
Superintendent
kevin.spears@ecoesc.org

Julie Lynch
Treasurer

julie.lynch@ecoesc.org











































 







Matching Funds Provided by Library Systems for Connect Ohio's OPAL II project

Training Support Advertising Total 
County System Match $ Match $ Match $ Cash

Provided Provided Provided Provided
Allen Lima Public Library $0 $0 $1,500 $1,500
Allen Bluffton
Ashland Ashland County $4,212 $0 $600 $4,812
Ashtabula Kingsville $675 $120 $584 $1,379
Ashtabula Rock Creek $0 $0 $345 $345
Auglaize Auglaize County Library $4,212 $0 $866 $5,078
Belmont Barnesville $6,291 $0 $874 $7,165
Belmont Martin's Ferry $6,750 $0 $1,202 $7,952
Brown Brown County Public $0 $288 $1,512 $1,800
Champaign Champaign County $2,525 $0 $350 $2,875
Columbiana Salem $0 $0 $419 $419
Cuyahoga Cleveland Public $51,300 $0 $7,188 $58,488
Cuyahoga Cuyahoga County $75,816 $0 $12,332 $88,148
Cuyahoga Euclid Public $27,513 $0 $3,821 $31,334
Cuyahoga Shaker Heights Public $10,125 $0 $5,594 $15,719
Delaware Delaware County $0 $0 $986 $986
Delaware Community Library $7,101 $0 $986 $8,087
Erie Huron $0 $0 $824 $824
Franklin Columbus Metro $28,800 $0 $6,200 $35,000
Fulton Swanton LSD Public $2,039 $60 $282 $2,381
Geauga Geauga Public $8,100 $0 $2,252 $10,352
Hamilton Cincinnati/Hamilton Cnty $63,180 $0 $30,292 $93,472
Hancock Hancock County $16,281 $360 $2,261 $18,902
Hardin Forest-Jackson Public $918 $84 $128 $1,130
Harrison Puskarich $2,025 $0 $559 $2,584
Holmes Holmes County $11,786 $0 $1,636 $13,422
Huron Monroeville $0 $0 $135 $135
Jackson Oak Hill $2,106 $240 $679 $3,025
Knox Mt Vernon / Knox County $5,398 $852 $2,090 $8,340
Lake Mentor Public $0 $0 $1,600 $1,600
Lake Perry $702 $0 $424 $1,126
Lake Wickliffe $9,018 $540 $0 $9,558
Lake Willoughby-Eastlake $4,007 $0 $1,252 $5,260
Lawrence Briggs Lawrence $0 $0 $3,487 $3,487
Logan Logan County $0 $0 $975 $975
Lorain Avon Lake $0 $0 $923 $923
Lorain Lorain County $13,500 $0 $1,960 $15,460
Lorain Elyria - West Lake Branch $0 0 $1,960 $1,960
Lorain Grafton-Midview $4,685 $120 $1,639 $6,443
Mahoning Youngstown & Mahoning $33,696 $0 $9,731 $43,427
Montgomery Germantown $2,934 $0 $621 $3,555
Morgan Kate Love Simpson $2,576 $0 $979 $3,555
Morrow Cardington $3,726 $480 $517 $4,723
Morrow Selover $0 $0 $413 $413
Morrow Mt Gilead $2,984 $384 $415 $3,782



Matching Funds Provided by Library Systems for Connect Ohio's OPAL II project

Pike Garnet A. Wilson $10,031 $252 $1,394 $11,677
Portage Portage County $0 $0 $767 $767
Putnam Putnam County $10,760 $348 $1,495 $12,602
Ross Chillicothe and Ross Cnty $27,000 $0 $0 $27,000
Scioto Portsmouth Public $28,377 $0 $3,941 $32,318
Seneca Seneca East $405 $0 $124 $529
Seneca Tiffin-Seneca $4,050 $0 $1,145 $5,195
Shelby Shelby County $540 $0 $1,575 $2,115
Stark Massilon Public $0 $0 $4,985 $4,985
Summit Akron-Summit County $50,517 $5,436 $7,017 $62,970
Trumbull Hubbard $7,227 $0 $970 $8,197
Trumbull Kinsman $0 $0 $430 $430
Trumbull McKinley Memorial $7,227 $552 $1,506 $9,285
Trumbull Warren-Trumbull County $4,536 $0 $0 $4,536
Warren Mary L. Cook $1,688 $0 $234 $1,922
Wayne Orrville $972 $0 $325 $1,297
Wood Wood County $1,620 $0 $1,238 $2,858
Wood Rossford Public $2,808 $0 $1,038 $3,846
Medina Wadsworth Public $8,964 $0 $0 $8,964

Match Money Provided $581,699 $10,116 $141,576







2010-11 RESOLUTION – OHIO PUBLIC ACCESS THROUGH LIBRARIES GRANT 
APPROVAL 
Mrs. Dana Kessinger Resolved,  
 
WHEREAS the Meigs County District Public Library currently is in need of laptop/desktop 
computers at its 4 locations to meet the public demand; 
 
WHEREAS the Meigs County District Public Library acknowledges the public need for 
broadband training, support and awareness in order to promote and ensure sustained adoption of 
broadband services; 
 
WHEREAS Meigs County District Public Library wishes to participate in a statewide grant 
application for the Department of Commerce's National Telecommunications Information 
Administration (NTIA) Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) funds for 25 
laptop/desktop computers; 
 
WHEREAS the Meigs County District Public Library will provide matching funds of at least 
$125 each, for up to 25 computers granted to the State Library of Ohio’s Public Access through 
Libraries project for a total cost of at least $3125; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Trustees of Meigs County District 
Public Library is in full support of the State Library's grant application and the complimentary 
application submitted by Connect Ohio. 
 
Resolution seconded by Mr. Bruce May.  Roll Call:  Mrs. Holter – aye; Ms. Hennessy – aye; 
Mrs. Rutherford – aye; Mrs. Kessinger – aye; Mrs. Bentley – aye; Mr. May – aye; Mr. Little – 
aye.  Resolution passed. 
 















Tom Fritz, Executive Director 
Connect Ohio 
TFritz@ConnectOhio.Org 614/220-0190 
 
Missy Lodge 
Interim State Librarian 
State Library of Ohio 
mlodge@sloma.state.oh.us 614-644-6914 
 
Dear Ms. Lodge and Mr. Fritz: 
 
This letter confirms that Wright Memorial Public Library wishes to participate in the statewide 
grant request initiated by the State Library of Ohio and Connect Ohio.   
 
Wright Memorial Public Library is applying for eighteen (18) new computers and would like to 
serve as a Public Access Center that makes online training available to patrons in our service 
area.  The library’s Board of Trustee’s has passed a resolution documenting our ability to provide 
at least $125 matching funds per unit for eighteen new computers.  We have space limitations 
that would prevent us from being able to add a greater number of computers. 
 
Wright Memorial Public Library is a single location located in the city of Oakwood in Montgomery 
County. The population of our taxing district (city of Oakwood) is 9,215.  The library has 
approximately 21,000 registered borrowers since we also have borrowers who live outside of 
Oakwood.  There are 3,800 households in our taxing district, and approximately 9,100 
households represented by our registered borrowers.  This differs substantially from the 
information provided in the spreadsheet.  The Dayton Metro Library has a branch less than 2 
miles from our location and their main library is 3.5 miles from our building. 
 
I will also be forwarding a copy of our board’s resolution before March 10. 
 
Thank you for all your work on this important project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Ann Snively 
Director 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
The Board of Trustees of Wright Memorial Public Library met in special session 
at 6 p.m., Tuesday, February 23, 2010 in the Library meeting room.  Present 
were Mr. John Green, Mr. Alan Halpern, Ms. Beverly Jones-Arthur, and Dr. Rick 
Smith.  Dr. Pamela Menafee, Mrs. Lori Mitchell, and Mr. Michael Roediger were 
excused.  A quorum was present.  Library Director Mrs. Ann Snively and Fiscal 
Officer Mrs. Debra Schenk were also present.   
 
Mr. Green made a motion, which was seconded by Dr. Smith, to pass the 
following resolution: 
 
Resolved: 
 
WHEREAS the Wright Memorial Public Library currently is in need of 
laptop/desktop computers to meet the public demand; 
 
WHEREAS Wright Memorial Public Library wishes to participate in a statewide 
grant application for the Department of Commerce's National 
Telecommunications Information Administration (NTIA) Broadband Technology 
Opportunities Program (BTOP) funds for up to eighteen (18) laptop/desktop 
computers; 
 
WHEREAS the Wright Memorial Public Library will providing matching funds of at 
least $125 per computer for a total cost of at least $2,250; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Trustees of Wright 
Memorial Public Library is in full support of the State Library's grant application. 
 
A roll call vote was taken: 
Mr. Green:  Aye 
Mr. Halpern:  Aye 
Ms. Jones-Arthur:  Aye 
Dr. Smith:  Aye 
 
The motion passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 



 
 
 

Morgan County Public Library System 
358 E. Main Street 

McConnelsville, OH 43756  
740-962-2533 

February 26, 2010 
 
Dear Mr. Fritz: 
 
The Kate Love Simpson Morgan County Public Library plans to participate in both OPAL I AND 
OPAL II.  
 
We would like to thank the State Library of Ohio and Connect Ohio for assessing the needs of 
Kate Love Simpson Morgan County Library and developing a plan to provide computer and 
broadband instruction. 
 
By providing a sufficient supply of modern computers, the State Library of Ohio’s Public Access 
through Libraries project will enable our facilities to offer many of the benefits of broadband to 
our patrons.  We know that our patrons want and need to participate in the broadband 
opportunities available in more populated areas.  Our rural location and high unemployment 
make this impossible for many Morgan County residents.  
 
The delivery of curriculum and training to these patrons, in order to ensure their eventual 
crossing of the digital divide, is an exciting possibility now.  Connect Ohio’s Adoption through 
Public Libraries project will enable this by providing training, technical support, public 
awareness, and a coherent strategy that can be executed statewide.  We are in full support of 
these programs and wish to participate as local outlets for learning, use, and adoption of 
broadband to close the digital divide. As director, I will recommend the following actions to the 
Board of Trustees.  
 

 In order to implement these exciting changes, purchase a total of 45 new computers to 
provide patron access to broadband. 

 For the OPAL II GRANT, use 100 or fewer hours of instruction over the two-year period 
of the grant to teach patrons how to use the computers and broadband capabilities.  We 
understand that we are required to provide a 30 per cent grant match. 

  For technical support, continue to use Kinetic Networking (800-756-6865) personnel 
from Caldwell, Ohio, and to initiate services from a start-up company in Morgan County 
Red Dragon PC Services LTD (740-962-4404).  Therefore, we may need to opt out of 
the technical support aspect of the grant.   

 As I understand, we are committed to pay 30 percent of the cost of publicity [$3,264 x 
0.30 or $979.20 over the two year life of the grant for $489.60 a year), advertising in 
local venues.  

 
A letter of commitment from the Kate Love Simpson Board president with later full-board 
approval is pending.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Blythe Schubert 
Director 
 







National Telecommunication and Information Administration 
Lawrence Strickling, Administrator 
 
Date: February 26, 2010 
 
Dear Mr. Strickling, 
 
The Mount Gilead Public Library acknowledges the fact that in order to bring necessary 
education, job creation, health information, delivery of government services, and a 
variety of social benefits to our citizens, it is critical that sufficient access to broadband 
services be widely available. 
 
In addition, the library desires to help the community understand and make full use of 
these benefits by providing an adequate supply of computers, curriculum to ensure 
effective use, and a program which will help citizens to adopt broadband as an integral 
part of their daily lives. 
 
Together with the State Library of Ohio and Connect Ohio, a non-profit public-private 
partnership established by the Governor of Ohio to promote the benefits and use of 
broadband, we have assessed the needs of Mount Gilead library to provide these services. 
 
By providing a sufficient supply of modern computers, the State Library of Ohio’s Public 
Access through Libraries project will enable our facilities to offer many of the benefits of 
broadband to our patrons.  A recent survey conducted within our patron base concluded 
that fewer than 40% of the users at the libraries have broadband at home.  This meets the 
NTIA’s definition of underserved population, and it is clear that the access to broadband 
at the library meets a vital public need. 
 
Further, we want to participate in the delivery of curriculum and training to these patrons, 
in order to ensure their eventual crossing of the digital divide.  Connect Ohio’s Adoption 
through Public Libraries project will enable this by providing training, technical support, 
public awareness, and a coherent strategy that can be executed statewide.  Connect 
Ohio’s application will provide more than 100 new training jobs and produce over 
200,000 incremental connected households in Ohio over the next two years, if funded. 
 
We are in full support of these programs and wish to participate as local outlets for 
learning, use, and adoption of broadband to close the digital divide. 
 
I urge you to consider our community and its needs and to approve the applications made 
by the State Library of Ohio and by Connect Ohio for this important work. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mike Kirk 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR 
 



 



Resolved: 
 
WHEREAS the Mount Gilead Public Library currently is in need 
of laptop/desktop computers at its location to meet the public 
demand; 
 
WHEREAS the Mount Gilead Public Library acknowledges the 
public need for broadband training, support and awareness in 
order to promote and ensure sustained adoption of broadband 
services; 
 
WHEREAS Mount Gilead Public Library wishes to participate in a 
statewide grant application for the Department of Commerce's 
National Telecommunications Information Administration 
(NTIA) Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) 
funds for 32 laptop/desktop computers; 
 
WHEREAS the Mount Gilead Public Library will providing 
matching funds of at least $125 each, for up to 32 computers 
granted to the State Library of Ohio’s Public Access through 
Libraries project for a total cost of at least $4,000; 
 
WHEREAS the Mount Gilead Public Library wishes to participate 
in a statewide grant application for the Department of 
Commerce’s National Telecommunications Information 
Administration (NTIA) Broadband Technology Opportunities 
Program (BTOP) funds for sustainable adoption of broadband 
through training, support services, and public awareness; 
 
WHEREAS the Mount Gilead Public Library will provide matching 
funds of $3,785 to support Connect Ohio’s Public Adoption 
through Libraries project for the provision of training, 
technical support, and public awareness; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Trustees of 
Mount Gilead Public Library is in full support of the State 
Library's grant application and the complementary application 
submitted by Connect Ohio. 











*RESOLUTION #14-10* 
 
WHEREAS The Garnet A. Wilson Public Library of Pike County currently is  
in need of laptop computers at its 4 locations to meet the public 
demand; 
 
WHEREAS The Garnet A. Wilson Public Library of Pike County acknowledges  
the public need for broadband training, support and awareness in order  
to promote and ensure sustained adoption of broadband services; 
 
WHEREAS Garnet A. Wilson Public Library of Pike County wishes to  
participate in a statewide grant application for the Department of  
Commerce's National Telecommunications Information Administration 
(NTIA)  
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) funds for 21 laptop  
computers; 
 
WHEREAS the Garnet A. Wilson Public Library of Pike County will be  
providing matching funds of at least $125 each, for up to 21 computers  
granted to the State Library of Ohio’s /Public Access through Libraries  
project/ for a total cost of at least $2,625.00; 
 
WHEREAS the Garnet A. Wilson Public Library of wishes to participate in  
a statewide grant application for the Department of Commerce’s National  
Telecommunications Information Administration (NTIA) Broadband  
Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) funds for sustainable adoption  
of broadband through training, support services, and public awareness; 
 
WHEREAS the Garnet A. Wilson Public Library of Pike County will provide  
matching funds of up to $11,677.00 to support Connect Ohio’s Public  
/Adoption through Libraries project /for the provision of training,  
technical support, and public awareness; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Trustees of Garnet A. 
Wilson  
Public Library of Pike County is in full support of the State Library's  
grant application and the complementary application submitted by 
Connect  
Ohio. Mr. Gregory so moved, seconded by Mrs. Rittenour. Roll call vote  
taken: Mr. Gregory, yes; Mrs. Rittenour, yes; Mrs. Schrader, yes; Mr.  
Cooper, yes. Motion carried. 
 
 
*RESOLUTION #15-10* 
 
Be it resolved that The Board of Trustees of The Garnet A. Wilson 
Public  
Library of Pike County commit $2,625 as a match for 21 laptop computers  
from the ARRA Public Computing Center Grant being submitted by the 
State Library of Ohio on behalf of the Ohio public libraries. The 
Garnet A. Wilson Public Library of Pike County will use the match and 
federal funds to purchase 21 public access computers for the system. 
Whereas, a total of $2,625.00 shall be transferred from 8999 
(Unallocated) to 5510 (Furniture and Equipment). 
 
Mrs. Rittenour so moved, seconded by Mrs. Schrader. Roll call vote  
taken: Mrs. Rittenour, yes; Mrs. Schrader, yes, Mr. Gregory, yes; Mr.  



Cooper, yes. Motion carried. 
 
*RESOLUTION #16-10* 
 
Be it resolved that The Board of Trustees of The Garnet A. Wilson 
Public  
Library of Pike County commit up to $11,677.00 from line item 1140  
(Office and Clerical) as matching funds for the ARRA Public Computer  
Center Grant training, technical support and public outreach being  
submitted by Connect Ohio on behalf of Public Libraries in Ohio. Mrs.  
Schrader so moved, seconded by Mr. Gregory. Roll call vote taken: Mrs.  
Schrader, yes, Mr. Gregory, yes; Mrs. Rittenour, yes; Mr. Cooper, yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
There was a discussion regarding the Library being represented at The  
Dogwood Festival in April and possibly in the parade. 
 
Mrs. Mary Van Meter was presented a plaque in appreciation of her  
service, dedication and hard work serving on the board since 1982. She  
continues to serve as a member of The Friends of the Library. 
 
There being no further business to bring before the Board, the meeting  
was adjourned at 5:38, upon a motion made by Mr. Gregory. 
 
 
Attest: ____________________ Approve: ____________________ 
 
Rose Schrader Harold Cooper 
 
Secretary, Pro-tem President 
 
 
Attest: ____________________ 
 
Pam Justice 
 
Fiscal Officer 



National Telecommunication and Information Administration 
Lawrence Strickling, Administrator 
 
Date: February 26, 2010 
 
Dear Mr. Strickling, 
 
The Garnet A. Wilson Public Library of Pike County acknowledges the fact that in order 
to bring necessary education, job creation, health information, delivery of government 
services, and a variety of social benefits to our citizens, it is critical that sufficient access 
to broadband services be widely available. 
 
In addition, the library desires to help the community understand and make full use of 
these benefits by providing an adequate supply of computers, curriculum to ensure 
effective use, and a program which will help citizens to adopt broadband as an integral 
part of their daily lives. 
 
Together with the State Library of Ohio and Connect Ohio, a non-profit public-private 
partnership established by the Governor of Ohio to promote the benefits and use of 
broadband, we have assessed the needs of the Garnet A. Wilson Public Library of Pike 
County to provide these services. 
 
By providing a sufficient supply of modern computers, the State Library of Ohio’s Public 
Access through Libraries project will enable our facilities to offer many of the benefits of 
broadband to our patrons.  A recent survey conducted within our patron base concluded 
that fewer than 40% of the users at the libraries have broadband at home.  This meets the 
NTIA’s definition of underserved population, and it is clear that the access to broadband 
at the library meets a vital public need. 
 
Further, we want to participate in the delivery of curriculum and training to these patrons, 
in order to ensure their eventual crossing of the digital divide.  Connect Ohio’s Adoption 
through Public Libraries project will enable this by providing training, technical support, 
public awareness, and a coherent strategy that can be executed statewide.  Connect 
Ohio’s application will provide more than 100 new training jobs and produce over 
200,000 incremental connected households in Ohio over the next two years, if funded. 
 
We are in full support of these programs and wish to participate as local outlets for 
learning, use, and adoption of broadband to close the digital divide. 
 
I urge you to consider our community and its needs and to approve the applications made 
by the State Library of Ohio and by Connect Ohio for this important work. 
 
Sincerely, 
Thomas Adkins 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR 
 



 

Aurora Memorial Library          Brimfield Library          Garrettsville Library          Randolph Library         Pierce Streetsboro Library        Windham Library         Outreach Services 
115 East Pioneer Trail 4064 Brimfield Plaza 10482 South Street 1639 St. Rt. 44 8990 Kirby Lane 9647 East Center Street 10482 South Street 
Aurora, OH 44202 Kent, OH 44240 Garrettsville, OH 44231 P.O. Box 368 Streetsboro, OH 44241 Windham, OH 44288 Garrettsville, OH 44231 
330-562-6502 330-677-5826 330-527-4378 or Randolph, OH 44265 330-626-4458 330-326-3145 330-527-5082, ext. 220 or 
Fax: 330-562-2084 Fax: 330-677-5872 800-500-6504 330-325-7003 Fax: 330-626-1737 Fax: 330-326-2490 800-500-5179 
  Fax: 330-527-4370 Fax: 330-325-7740    Fax: 330-527-4370 
 
 

National Telecommunication and Information Administration 
Lawrence Strickling, Administrator 
 
Date: February 26, 2010 
 
Dear Mr. Strickling, 
 
The Portage County District Library acknowledges the fact that in order to bring necessary 
education, job creation, health information, delivery of government services, and a variety of 
social benefits to our citizens, it is critical that sufficient access to broadband services be widely 
available. 
 
In addition, the library desires to help the community understand and make full use of these 
benefits by providing an adequate supply of computers, curriculum to ensure effective use, and a 
program which will help citizens to adopt broadband as an integral part of their daily lives. 
 
Together with the State Library of Ohio and Connect Ohio, a non-profit public-private 
partnership established by the Governor of Ohio to promote the benefits and use of broadband, 
we have assessed the needs of Portage County District Library to provide these services. 
 
By providing a sufficient supply of modern computers, the State Library of Ohio’s Public Access 
through Libraries project will enable our facilities to offer many of the benefits of broadband to 
our patrons.  A recent survey conducted within our patron base concluded that fewer than 40% of 
the users at the libraries have broadband at home.  This meets the NTIA’s definition of 
underserved population, and it is clear that the access to broadband at the library meets a vital 
public need. 
 
Further, we want to participate in the delivery of curriculum and training to these patrons, in 
order to ensure their eventual crossing of the digital divide.  Connect Ohio’s Adoption through 
Public Libraries project will enable this by providing training, technical support, public 
awareness, and a coherent strategy that can be executed statewide.  Connect Ohio’s application 
will provide more than 100 new training jobs and produce over 200,000 incremental connected 
households in Ohio over the next two years, if funded. 
 
We are in full support of these programs and wish to participate as local outlets for learning, use, 
and adoption of broadband to close the digital divide. 
 
I urge you to consider our community and its needs and to approve the applications made by the 
State Library of Ohio and by Connect Ohio for this important work. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Cecilia Swanson, Library Director
 

10482 South Street    Garrettsville, OH 44231   330-527-5082   800-500-5179 
        www.portagelibrary.org 
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Fritz, Tom

From: Fritz, Tom
Sent: Friday, February 26, 2010 4:37 PM
To: Takach, Rachelle
Subject: FW: OPAL II Grant

Tom Fritz
Executive Director
Connect Ohio
tfritz@connectohio.org
www.connectohio.org

-----Original Message-----
From: Kelly Ward [mailto:wardke@oplin.org]
Sent: Friday, February 26, 2010 4:04 PM
To: Fritz, Tom
Subject: OPAL II Grant

Tom,

Thank you so much for taking the time to talk with me today.  As per our conversation, the
Board of the Putnam County District Library can not meet until Wednesday, March 2, 2010 to
discuss the OPAL II Grant.  If the Board determines that this project is feasible, we 
would be match the advertising campaign at 30%.  The total cost would be $1494.60.  We 
would provide instructors and training in-house as well as technical support.  
Furthermore, all of the above depends on broadband being delivered to ALL 8 of our library
locations. Currently, we do not know if it is available in 7 of our communities. This was 
never investigated in the past because of the huge costs associated with providing this 
level of internet connectivity.

Kelly Ward
Director
Putnam County District Library
419-523-3747
419-523-6229 - office

 - cell











Seneca East Public Library 
14 N. Main St., P.O. Box 572  Attica, Ohio 44807 

419-426-3825 (Ph) 419-426-3701 (Fx) 
 
National Telecommunication and Information Administration 
Lawrence Strickling, Administrator 
 
Date: March 5, 2010 
 
Dear Mr. Strickling, 
 
The Seneca East  Public Library acknowledges the fact that in order to bring necessary education, 
job creation, health information, delivery of government services, and a variety of social benefits 
to our citizens, it is critical that sufficient access to broadband services be widely available. 
 
In addition, the library desires to help the community understand and make full use of these 
benefits by providing an adequate supply of computers, curriculum to ensure effective use, and a 
program which will help citizens to adopt broadband as an integral part of their daily lives. 
 
Together with the State Library of Ohio and Connect Ohio, a non-profit public-private 
partnership established by the Governor of Ohio to promote the benefits and use of broadband, 
we have assessed the needs of  Seneca East Public Library to provide these services. 
 
By providing a sufficient supply of modern computers, the State Library of Ohio’s Public Access 
through Libraries project will enable our facilities to offer many of the benefits of broadband to 
our patrons.  A recent survey conducted within our patron base concluded that fewer than 40% of 
the users at the libraries have broadband at home.  This meets the NTIA’s definition of 
underserved population, and it is clear that the access to broadband at the library meets a vital 
public need. 
 
Further, we want to participate in the delivery of curriculum and training to these patrons, in order 
to ensure their eventual crossing of the digital divide.  Connect Ohio’s Adoption through Public 
Libraries project will enable this by providing training, technical support, public awareness, and a 
coherent strategy that can be executed statewide.  Connect Ohio’s application will provide more 
than 100 new training jobs and produce over 200,000 incremental connected households in Ohio 
over the next two years, if funded. 
 
We are in full support of these programs and wish to participate as local outlets for learning, use, 
and adoption of broadband to close the digital divide. 
 
I urge you to consider our community and its needs and to approve the applications made by the 
State Library of Ohio and by Connect Ohio for this important work. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Barbara Bayer 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR 
 
 



Fritz, Tom 

From: Barb Bayer [bayerba@oplin.org]

Sent: Friday, March 05, 2010 11:00 AM

To: Fritz, Tom

Cc: Takach, Rachelle

Subject: connect ohio grant

Attachments: Library Director Participation and Support Letter.doc

Page 1 of 1

3/14/2010

The Seneca East Public Library would like to be included in the Connect Ohio Grant.  We are asking for funds for 
a training budget - 30 hours over a 2 year period at $45 per hour, with us providing $12 per hour so we are 
committing to $405 as matching funds.  We also are willing to pay $124 to be part of the advertising campaign.  
So our total committment for this is $529.  Our Board of Trustees meet on March 15th and they will enact a formal 
resolution to the above at that point and I will get that to you ASAP. 
Attached is the letter of support you requested. 
I would like to take this opportunity to commend Rachelle on her exceptional, professional help. 
  
Barbara Bayer, Director 
Seneca East Public Library 
14 N. Main St., P.O. Box 572 
Attica, Ohio  44807 
419-426-3825 (P) 
  
  



Fritz, Tom 

From: Fritz, Tom

Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2010 5:27 PM

To: Takach, Rachelle

Subject: FW: OPAL II

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Red

Page 1 of 2

3/14/2010

Shelby. 

  

Tom Fritz 

Executive Director 

Connect Ohio 

tfritz@connectohio.org 

www.connectohio.org 

From: Suzanne Cline [mailto:clinesu@oplin.org]  
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2010 4:35 PM 
To: Fritz, Tom 
Subject: OPAL II 

  

Tom, 

            Shelby County Libraries is interested in participating in the OPAL II grant.  We would be willing to 
have the self directed training modules on our workstations at all 6 of our locations.  We would also be 
willing to provide several trainings throughout the year by a Connect Ohio staff (or the third party trainer 
you suggested in the webinar).  We are fortunate to be close to Edison Community College, though it is in 
Miami County, not Shelby.  I know you mentioned the possibility of depending on colleges for possible 
trainers.  I am sure Edison would be willing to work with you on this.  I have already contacted Missy 
Lodge at the State Library with our equipment request.  We would be willing to provide the 30% match for 
our portion of the training.  I understand that I need to send a board resolution and will do so by the date 
requested.  If there is anything further I need to do, please let me know. 

Thank You,  

Suzanne Cline  

Executive Director 

Shelby County Libraries 



Amos Memorial  
(937) 492- 8354 

clinesu@oplin.org 
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