UTE MOUNTAIN UTE TRIBE

Education Department
P.O.Box 29
Towaoc, CO 81334
(970) 564-5355

February 25, 2010

Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

| am the Division Director of Education for the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and
oversee our Tribal Public Library housed in the Education Building. This letter is
in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application
for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

We are located in the far southwest corner of Colorado. Our rural, isolated
location puts all our students at-risk. The high poverty and lack of formal
education levels for adults adds to our challenge of convincing students of the
need for continuing education beyond high school or a GED program. A large
portion of the community lacks a high school diploma or even a GED. We also
have a high abundance of diabetes and drug/alcohol addictions.

Most of our patrons use the library to access the many educational programs we
have in small groups or on-line. We want to coordinate this project with our local
school district so as to have public access to their card catalog. Our library is
also the hub of continuing education and public health holds classes and
workshops in our building.

Much of the community is too poor to afford computers and internet at home.
Our library is the only place they have access to on-line programs and research.
With our building being wireless, new laptop computers will draw patrons in that
want to sit in comfortable chairs and relax while they experience on-line
programs. We have talked of putting in an “internet café” concept with coffee
and drinks being available. We want to make our Library a learning facility that is
warm and inviting.



We also plan to collaborate with the local school district to share resources on-
line. This will strengthen our relations with our local district and help with
research accessibility for our students. After partnering with the local schools,
we hope to include the City Library in Cortez.

All of these efforts are designed to increase the number of users by making it
easier access to jobs, improve education, and improve health awareness.

As part of our participating in this grant application, the Ute Mountain Ute Public
Library agrees to sustain all computing center services and programs including
maintaining or enhancing the broadband service and maintaining the computer
hardware and software. We will participate in training and partnerships to make
the computer centers a long-term public resource for our community. We also
certify that the library public computing center will be free and open to all.

We will work with the Colorado State Library to comply with all BTOP reporting
requirements and we will comply with applicable federal, state and local laws
applicable to the grant and related projects. Finally, if awarded the funds from
NTIA will include in our operating budget a 10% match for the equipment
provided in the grant.

The Ute Mountain Ute Public Library is excited to partner with the Colorado State
Library on this important grant. We believe the impact on our community will be
significant. We thank the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration for this opportunity and for considering our important application.

Sincerely,

Kodradt M. /S«j‘r‘“*:

Robert M. Rime
Division Director of Education



il

RAY PUBLIC LIBRATE

621 Blake Street WRAY, COLORADQ 80758
February 22, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I'am the Director at the Wray Public Library. On behalf of my library, [ am writing in
support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited about the
benefits, such as receiving computers, and updated Internet access at the Wray Public
Library and what a difference that will bring to our community.

The Wray Public Library is located in Wray., Colorado, a geographically isolated town of
approximately 2100 people in Northeastern Colorado nestled just 10 miles from the
Nebraska, Kansas and Colorado borders. The public library serves this rural area and
currently has over 4000 patrons in the system.

The library has three patron computers to use. Patrons use them for a variety of reasons
including; on-line classes for continuing education, job seekers, unemployment filers,
Medicare assistance, and school children doing research. The library turns away patrons
on a daily basis from computer usage. Also with nearly 45% of our school district’s
students qualifying for the national student lunch program, the community clearly needs
the public library to provide information services to all area residents.

The Wray Public Library currently uses 2200 square feet of the City’s 1968 public
building. On March 1, 2010 the library will acquire 5,500 additional square feet, which
is access to the entire city building. Our goal is an expansion project including space for
ten computers to help with patron demand. The expansion and computer upgrade will
make a big difference to a community geographically challenged. We will be able to
partner with the community college. school, hospital and work force center and hold
classes to benefit our area residents.

If the Colorado State Library is awarded this funding, it will have a significant impact on
both our community and others around the state.

The Wray Public Library appreciates the Colorado State Library's submission and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

« 2 o 3
Smgferely, \ ] .
Shara Berghuis o 3

Wray Public Library Director



BTOP Public Computer Center Detail Template

Please complete the Public Computer Center Details worksheet. Add rows as necessa
accomodate all of the Public Computer Centers that will benefit from this project. All
should be given a type from the specified list. A Community Anchor Institution is conside
serving institution if it is a post-secondary educational institution with enrollment of minority
exceeding 50% of its total enrollment. Note that the calculated totals in bold will be nee
complete the PCC Capacity page of the application.

The data provided via this template will be subject to automated processing. Applic
therefore required to provide this upload as an Excel file, and not to convertittoal
upload. Additionally, applicants should not modify the format of this file (e.g. by ad
removing worksheets).
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Title:
Easy Grants ID:

BTOP Public Computer Centers Detail Template

Bridging Colorado’s Great Digital Di

5159

Minority Serving

Center Name Organization Address Line 1 City State Zip Facility Type o
Institution Type
Alamosa / Southern Peaks Public Library 423 Fourth St Alamosa Cco 81101 Library N/A
Burlington Public Library - Burlington Public Library 321 14th St Burlington co 80807 Library N/A
Canon City Public Library - Canon City Public Library 516 Macon Ave Canon City co 81212 Library N/A
City of La Junta - Woodruff Memorial Library 522 Colorado Ave Lalunta co 81050 Library N/A
Conejos County Library District - Antonito Branch 112 Main Street Northeast Antonito co 81140 Library N/A
Conejos County Library District - LaJara Branch 17703 Hwy 285 Lalara co 81140 Library N/A
Cortez Public Library - Cortez Public Library 202 N. Park Cortez co 81321 Library N/A
Costilla County Libraries - Blanca Fort Garland County Library 17591 E. Highway 160 Blanca co 81123 Library N/A
Costilla County Libraries - Costilla County Library 418 Gasper Street San Luis co 81152 Library N/A
Delta County Public Library District - Cedaredge Public Library 180 SW 6th Street Cedaredge co 81413 Library N/A
Delta County Public Library District - Crawford Public Library 545 Highway 92 Crawford co 81415 Library N/A
Delta County Public Library District - Delta County Literacy Program 149 East Main Hotchkiss co 81419 bther Community Support Organizatio N/A
Delta County Public Library District - Delta Public Library 211 West 6th Street Delta co 81416 Library N/A
Delta County Public Library District - Hotchkiss Public Library 149 E. Main Street Hotchkiss co 81419 Library N/A
Delta County Public Library District - Paonia Public Library 140 Grand Avenue Paonia co 81428 Library N/A
Denver Public Library - Athmar Park Branch 1055 S. Tejon St. at W. Mississippi Ave. Denver co 80223 Library N/A
Denver Public Library - Blair-Caldwell African American Research Library 2401 Welton Street Denver co 80205 Library N/A
Denver Public Library - Byers Branch 675 Santa Fe Dr. at W. 7th Ave. Denver co 80204 Library N/A
Denver Public Library - Central Library| 10 W. Fourteenth Ave. Pkwy. Denver co 80204 Library N/A
Denver Public Library - Ford-Warren Branch 2825 High St. at E. 28th Ave. Denver co 80205 Library N/A
Denver Public Library - Valdez-Perry Branch 4690 Vine St. at 47th Ave. Denver co 80216 Library N/A
Denver Public Library - Woodbury Branch 3265 Federal Blvd at W. 33rd Ave. Denver co 80211 Library N/A
Dolores County Public Library - Children's & Rico Branch Libaries 470 Main St. Dove Creek co 81324 School / Public Library - Combined N/A
Dolores Library District - Main Library ‘ 1002 Railroad Avenue Dolores co 81323 Library N/A
East Morgan County ‘ 500 Clayton St. Brush co 80723 Library N/A
Elbert County Library District - Simla Branch Library 504 Washington St. Simla co 80835 Library N/A
Fleming Community Library ‘ 506 Fremont Ave. Fleming co 80728 School / Public Library - Combined N/A
Fort Morgan Public Library - Fort Morgan Public Library 414 Main Street Fort Morgan co 80701 Library N/A
Fowler Public Library ‘ 400 Sixth St Fowler co 81039 Library N/A
Gunnison County Library District - Ann Zugelder Library 307 N. Wisconsin Gunnison co 81230 Library N/A
Haxtun Public Library ‘ 141 South Colorado Ave Haxtun co 80731 Library N/A
High Plains Library District - Kersey Public Computer Center 332 3rd Street Kersey co 80644 Pther Community Support Organizatio N/A
High Plains Library District - LaSalle Computer Center 128 N. 2nd Street LaSalle co 80645 Dther Community Support Organizatio N/A
High Plains Library District - Lincoln Park Library 919 7th Street Suite 100 Greeley co 80631 Library N/A
High Plains Library District - Northern Plains Public Library 216 2nd Street Ault co 80610 Library N/A
High Plains Library District - Town of Keenesburg 140 South Main Street Keenesburg co 80643 Dther Community Support Organizatio N/A
High Plains Library District - Town of Lochbuie Computer Center 501 Willow Drive Lochbuie co 80601 Dther Community Support Organizatio N/A
High Plains Library District - Town of Mead Computer Center 441 3rd Street Mead co 80542 Dther Community Support Organizatio N/A
High Plains Library District - Town of Milliken Computer Center 1109 Broad Street Milliken co 80542 Dther Community Support Organizatio N/A
Holyoke / Heginbotham Library ‘ 539 S Baxter St Holyoke co 80734 Library N/A
Jackson County Public Library ‘ 412 Fourth Street Waldon co 80480 Library N/A
John C. Fremont Library District - Florence Place 120 Church Ave Florence co 81226 Library N/A
Kiowa County Public Library District 1305 Goff St Eads co 81036 Library N/A
Lamar Public Library 104 E Parmenter Lamar co 81052 Library N/A
Las Animas-Bent County Library 306 5th St Las Animas co 81054 Library N/A




Facility Broadband

Weekday Hours Open to the

Weekend Hours Open to the

Weekday Number of Persons

Broadband Workstations Connection Speed (MBps) Public Public Served Weekend Number of Persons Served
Number . - Average
. Facility Facility Average
Estimated # of Number of | Number of [ Number of Hours Open | Average Hours | Average Hours Proposed # Proposed # Proposed # Proposed #
Broadband Broadband |Hours Open to ) ) )
of Total Broadban| Broadband | Broadband | Broadband Connection Connection | Public Per 120+ to Public Per | Open to Public | Open to Public | persons served | persons served | persons served persons served
Center Name Persons in |d Stations| Stations to be | Stationsto |Workstations X 120-hour Per 48-hour Per 48-hour per 120-hour per 120-hour per 48-hour per 48-hour
. ) ] Speed Speed hour Business . X )
facility's Available Replaced be Added Available (CURRENT (PROPOSED Week Business Weekend Weekend business week | business week weekend weekend
Service Area | (CURREN | (PROPOSED) | (PROPOSED) | (PROPOSED) Week (CURRENT) (PROPOSED) (CURRENT) (PROPOSED) (CURRENT) (PROPOSED)
MBps) MBps) (CURRENT)
T) (PROPOSED)
Alamosa / Southern Peaks Public Libra 14100 28 5 2 30 7.0 20.0 52 52 12 12 600 700 175 225
Burlington Public Library - Burlington 4264 6 0 14 20 1.5 1.5 40 40 0 0 200 300 0 0
Canon City Public Library - Canon City 29188 21 0 26 47 7.0 7.0 43 43 7 7 450 690 60 100
City of La Junta - Woodruff Memorial 10858 17 12 16 33 10.0 10.0 48 48 8 8 573 773 104 154
Conejos County Library District - Antol 4191 4 0 15 19 3.0 3.0 20 20 20 20 30 120 15 65
Conejos County Library District - LaJar: 4191 6 4 10 16 3.0 3.0 52 52 7 7 75 150 15 45
Cortez Public Library - Cortez Public Li 13655 28 10 1 29 17.0 17.0 47 47 6 6 380 430 84 94
Costilla County Libraries - Blanca Fort 1751 5 5 4 9 3.0 3.0 34 34 4 4 90 140 8 13
Costilla County Libraries - Costilla Cou 1751 5 5 4 9 3.0 3.0 35 35 0 0 90 140 8 8
Delta County Public Library District - Ci 10567 12 0 14 26 5.0 5.0 32 32 5 5 161 301 25 30
Delta County Public Library District - Cf 1486 8 3 5 13 5.0 5.0 28 28 4 4 112 212 16 19
Delta County Public Library District - D} 10567 27 12 9 36 5.0 5.0 37 37 0 0 84 384 0 0
Delta County Public Library District - D| 10567 20 1 19 39 5.0 5.0 43 43 6 6 398 648 48 58
Delta County Public Library District - Hj 3824 9 0 13 22 5.0 5.0 39 39 0 0 169 319 0 0
Delta County Public Library District - P 3582 12 0 15 27 5.0 5.0 41 41 4 4 196 336 19 23
Denver Public Library - Athmar Park B 87358 12 8 0 12 100.0 100.0 32 32 0 0 613 805 0 0
Denver Public Library - Blair-Caldwell 87358 25 25 25 50 100.0 100.0 24 24 8 8 890 1240 222 322
Denver Public Library - Byers Branch 87358 7 7 20 27 100.0 100.0 32 32 8 8 365 615 73 118
Denver Public Library - Central Library| 87358 124 78 43 167 100.0 100.0 44 44 12 12 4494 7554 1797 2697
Denver Public Library - Ford-Warren B 87358 16 16 7 23 100.0 100.0 24 24 8 8 455 605 114 164
Denver Public Library - Valdez-Perry B 87358 12 4 0 12 100.0 100.0 32 32 0 0 523 651 0 0
Denver Public Library - Woodbury Bra 87358 12 12 19 31 100.0 100.0 40 40 8 8 712 987 142 217
Dolores County Public Library - Childre 2014 9 6 8 17 7.0 7.0 38 38 0 0 200 260 0 0
Dolores Library District - Main Library 3754 12 5 4 16 1.5 1.5 44 44 6 6 251 267 29 39
East Morgan County 8072 5 1 8 13 1.5 1.5 51 51 7 7 177 327 20 40
Elbert County Library District - Simla B 23296 5 0 13 18 1.5 1.5 50 50 5 5 47 97 8 23
Fleming Community Library 996 11 0 21 32 1.0 1.0 40 40 0 0 90 378 0 0
Fort Morgan Public Library - Fort Morg 15312 10 10 11 21 2.5 25 64 64 9 9 330 630 66 126
Fowler Public Library 2006 5 1 16 21 1.5 1.5 26 26 0 0 40 100 0 0
Gunnison County Library District - Ann| 15259 9 5 6 15 7.0 7.0 49 49 6 6 250 325 40 60
Haxtun Public Library 1608 2 2 4 6 1.5 1.5 22 22 0 0 15 27 0 0
High Plains Library District - Kersey Pul 29652 6 6 6 12 0.0 1.5 36 36 0 0 50 130 0 20
High Plains Library District - LaSalle Co| 29652 0 0 4 4 0.0 1.5 40 40 10 10 0 150 0 15
High Plains Library District - Lincoln Pa 29652 29 0 12 41 6.0 6.0 51 51 11 11 1800 2100 400 500
High Plains Library District - Northern 29652 6 6 5 11 7.0 7.0 50 50 3 3 59 94 15 25
High Plains Library District - Town of K 29652 0 0 3 3 0.0 15 40 40 8 8 0 40 0 10
High Plains Library District - Town of L¢ 29652 0 0 5 5 0.0 1.5 40 40 10 10 0 40 0 10
High Plains Library District - Town of 29652 0 0 3 3 0.0 15 40 40 8 8 0 40 0 10
High Plains Library District - Town of 29652 0 0 9 9 0.0 1.5 40 40 10 10 0 150 0 20
Holyoke / Heginbotham Library 2990 3 0 11 14 0.5 0.5 27 27 4 4 50 125 5 20
Jackson County Public Library 1421 4 0 5 9 4.0 4.0 33 33 0 0 71 93 5 5
John C. Fremont Library District - Flore 9253 8 5 10 18 7.0 7.0 43 43 4 4 450 700 30 70
Kiowa County Public Library District 1128 5 1 0 5 100.0 100.0 35 35 0 0 23 23 0 0
Lamar Public Library 12503 26 4 9 35 6.0 6.0 48 48 7 7 314 414 44 69
Las Animas-Bent County Library 4905 10 9 0 10 0.0 0.0 36 36 4 4 100 125 20 25




Minority Serving

Center Name Organization Address Line 1 City State Zip Facility Type o
Institution Type
Limon Memorial Library 205 E. Ave Limon co 80828 Library N/A
Mancos Library District - Mancos Public Library 211 West First Street Mancos co 81328 Library N/A
Mesa County Library District - Central Library 530 Grand Ave Grand Junction co 81501 Library N/A
Montrose Regional Library District - Naturita Community Library 107 W 1st Street Naturita co 81422 Library N/A
Montrose Regional Library District - Town of Olathe 3205 2nd St Olathe co 81425 bther Community Support Organizatio N/A
Ordway / Combined Community Library 1007 Main St Ordway co 81063 School / Public Library - Combined N/A
Nucla Public Library - Nucla Public Library 544 Main St Nucla co 81424 Library N/A
Pikes Peak Library District - Cheyenne Mountain Branch Library 1785 South 8th Street Colorado Springs co 80905 Library N/A
Pikes Peak Library District - Penrose Library 20 N. Cascade Ave. Colorado Springs co 80903 Library N/A
Pikes Peak Library District - Sand Creek Branch Library 1821 South Academy Boulevard Colorado Springs co 80916 Library N/A
Poudre River Public Library District - Harmony Library 4616 South Shields Fort Collins co 80526 Library N/A
Poudre River Public Library District - Main Library 201 Peterson Street Fort Collins co 80524 Library N/A
Pueblo City County Library District - Barkman Branch 1300 Jerry Murphy Rd. Pueblo co 81001 Library N/A
Pueblo City-County Library District - Rawlings Public Library 100 E. Abriendo Ave. Pueblo co 81004 Library N/A
Rangeview Library District - Brighton Branch 5754 S 8th St. Brighton co 80601 Library N/A
Rangeview Library District - Commerce City Branch 7185 Monaco St. Commerce City co 80022 Library N/A
Red Feather Lakes Community Library 71 Firehouse Lane Red Feather Lakes co 80545 Library N/A
Rio Grande Library District - Carnegie Library South Fork Branch 120 Jefferson ST Monte Vista co 81144 Library N/A
Rio Grande Library District - Del Norte Public Library 790 Grand Ave Del Norte co 81132 Library N/A
Rocky Ford Public Library ‘ 400 S. 10th St Rocky Ford co 81067 Library N/A
Silverton Public Library ‘ 1111 Reese St Silverton co 81433 Library N/A
Southern Teller County Library District - Victor Public Library 124 So 3rd Street Victor co 80860 School / Public Library - Combined N/A
Southern Ute Tribe - Southen Ute Cultural Center & Museum 14826 Highway 172 N Ignacio co 81137 br Community Support Organization (T N/A
Spanish Peaks Library District - Spanish Peaks Library 323 North Main St Walsenburg co 81089 Library N/A
Sterling Public Library 420 N. 4th St. Sterling co 80751 Library N/A
Stratton Public Library 331 New York Ave. Stratton co 80836 Library Library
Swink School / Public Library 610 Colombia Ave Swink co 81077 School / Public Library - Combined N/A
Trinidad Carnegie Public Library 292 N. Animas St Trinidad co 81082 Library N/A
Upper San Juan Library District - Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library 811 San Juan Street, P.O. Box 849 Pagosa Springs co 81147 Library N/A
Ute Mountain Tribal Library ‘ 450 Sunset Blvd. Towaoc co 81334 Library (Tribal) N/A
Wray Public Library ‘ 621 Blake St Wray co 80758 Library N/A

Totals:




Facility Broadband

Weekday Hours Open to the

Weekend Hours Open to the

Weekday Number of Persons

Broadband Workstations Connection Speed (MBps) Public Public Served Weekend Number of Persons Served
Number . - Average
. Facility Facility Average
Estimated # of Number of | Number of [ Number of Hours Open | Average Hours | Average Hours Proposed # Proposed # Proposed # Proposed #
Broadband Broadband |Hours Open to ) ) )
of Total Broadban| Broadband | Broadband | Broadband Connection Connection | Public Per 120+ to Public Per | Open to Public | Open to Public | persons served | persons served | persons served persons served
Center Name Persons in |d Stations| Stations to be | Stationsto |Workstations X 120-hour Per 48-hour Per 48-hour per 120-hour per 120-hour per 48-hour per 48-hour
. ) ] Speed Speed hour Business . X )
facility's Available Replaced be Added Available (CURRENT (PROPOSED Week Business Weekend Weekend business week | business week weekend weekend
Service Area | (CURREN | (PROPOSED) | (PROPOSED) | (PROPOSED) Week (CURRENT) (PROPOSED) (CURRENT) (PROPOSED) (CURRENT) (PROPOSED)
MBps) MBps) (CURRENT)
T) (PROPOSED)
Limon Memorial Library 3649 13 9 3 16 8.0 8.0 44 44 4 4 200 250 40 90
Mancos Library District - Mancos Publ 3456 15 1 12 27 7.0 7.0 43 43 5 5 408 473 50 65
Mesa County Library District - Central 144440 53 12 14 67 7.0 7.0 53 53 12 12 1964 2759 461 641
Montrose Regional Library District - N 832 7 0 13 20 3.0 3.0 42 42 5 5 150 250 20 35
Montrose Regional Library District - T 4406 33 6 0 33 7.0 7.0 58 58 11 11 1508 1568 288 298
Ordway / Combined Community Libra 6099 11 0 26 37 6.0 6.0 32 32 4 4 200 300 25 45
Nucla Public Library - Nucla Public Libr} 1245 5 3 1 6 3.0 3.0 20 20 4 4 20 32 10 17
Pikes Peak Library District - Cheyenne 182354 15 12 0 15 80.0 80.0 52 52 8 8 709 917 146 178
Pikes Peak Library District - Penrose Li 182354 43 26 16 59 80.0 80.0 52 52 12 12 1526 3034 426 666
Pikes Peak Library District - Sand Creel 182354 37 0 12 49 80.0 80.0 52 52 12 12 1572 1972 479 579
Poudre River Public Library District - Hj 88488 40 0 1 41 30.0 30.0 55 55 11 11 718 718 216 216
Poudre River Public Library District - 88488 30 0 21 51 30.0 30.0 54 54 11 11 718 968 216 291
Pueblo City County Library District - Bg 78695 11 0 14 25 20.0 20.0 57 57 9 9 700 1400 150 300
Pueblo City-County Library District - R: 78695 60 0 33 93 20.0 20.0 57 57 13 13 4500 6500 1300 1900
Rangeview Library District - Brighton § 163806 42 0 26 68 10.0 10.0 52 52 8 8 6405 9905 1280 2280
Rangeview Library District - Commerc 163806 14 0 13 27 10.0 10.0 52 52 8 8 3090 4590 600 1000
Red Feather Lakes Community Libral 1705 7 5 11 18 1.5 1.5 30 30 6 6 134 214 28 53
Rio Grande Library District - Carnegie 6304 22 12 18 40 3.0 3.0 90 90 24 24 249 289 75 103
Rio Grande Library District - Del Norte 6304 4 0 5 9 1.0 1.0 32 32 0 0 45 85 0 0
Rocky Ford Public Library 4026 18 4 5 23 1.0 1.0 40 40 4 4 297 357 37 52
Silverton Public Library 544 9 3 5 14 20.0 20.0 34 34 7 7 150 200 50 60
Southern Teller County Library District| 4346 23 0 19 42 4.1 4.1 76 76 0 0 416 616 0 0
Southern Ute Tribe - Southen Ute Cultj 4832 0 0 23 23 0.0 3.0 80 80 30 30 0 200 0 50
Spanish Peaks Library District - Spanis 6498 12 5 22 34 1.5 1.5 42 42 4 4 160 410 60 160
Sterling Public Library 13553 19 5 4 23 5.0 5.0 56 56 12 12 325 365 80 95
Stratton Public Library 647 6 2 0 6 6.3 6.3 20 20 4 4 34 44 12 14
Swink School / Public Library 1215 8 8 5 13 15.0 15.0 45 45 0 0 65 80 0 0
Trinidad Carnegie Public Library 16085 12 2 15 27 1.5 1.5 48 48 7 7 124 224 24 44
Upper San Juan Library District - Ruby 11942 14 5 0 14 1.5 1.5 48 48 6 6 442 542 46 76
Ute Mountain Tribal Library 1401 16 16 6 22 100.0 100.0 49 49 0 0 125 150 0 0
Wray Public Library 3628 4 0 11 15 3.0 3.0 37 37 4 4 70 140 10 25
Totals: 2533974 1184 404 808 1992 19.8 20.1 42.9 42.9 6.4 6.4 43001 64287 9736 14772




Easy Grants ID:

BTOP Public Computer Center and Sustainable Broadband Adoption
Detailed Budget Template

5159

Applicant: Colorado State Library
Proiect Title: Bridaina Colorado's Great Diaital Divide
SF-424A Object Class Category General Detail
a. Personnel - List position, number of
staff, annual salaries, % time spent on Federal Matching # of % Time Spent |Quarters
proiect Position Support Support Total|Positions Salary on Project Emploved |Total
Proiect Manaaer 1 FTE. emploved for 2 vears, full-time at a salary of $72,000 $91.549 $23,651. $115.200 1] $57.600 100.00% $115,200.00
Trainer 3 FTES. for 2 vears. full-time at a salarv of $60.000 $228.872 $50.128' $288.000, 3 $48.000 100.00% 8 $288.000.00
Audit/s unting 0.5 FTEs, emploved for 2.5 vears, at a salary of $72,000 $57.218 $14,782 $72,000 0.5 $57.600 100.00% 10 $72,000.00
CSL Oversight 0.2 FTEs, employed for 3 vears, at a salary of $90,000 $0| $45,395! $45,395 0.2 $75,659 100.00% 12 $45,395.42]
$0.00 $0.00;
| $0.00] $0.00)
| Subtotal $377,639.24 $142,956.19 $520,595.42.
b. Fringe Benefits - Include salaries Federal Matching # of % Time Spent |Quarters
and frinae rate Position Support Support Total|Positions Salary on Proiect Emploved |Fringe Rate Total
Proiect Manaaer 1 FTE. emploveed for 2 vears, full-time at a salary of $72.000 $18.310 $4,730 $23,040) 1] $57.600 100% 8.00 20% $23,040.00
Trainer 3 FTEs. emploveed for 2 vears. full-time at a salary of $60.000 $45.774| $11.826! $57.600] 3] $48.000! 100% 8.00 20% $57.600.00
Audit// unting 0.5 FTEs. for 2.5 vears, at a salary of $72,000 $11.444| $2,956 $14.400 1 $57.600! 100% 10.00] 20% $14,400.00
CSL Oversight 0.2 FTEs, employeed for 3 years, at a salary of $90,000 $0| $9,079 $9,079 0. $75,659 100% 12.00] 20% $9,079.08
Subtotal $75,5627.85 $28,591.24 $104,119.08)
c. Travel - For significant costs, include
details such as number and purpose of Federal Matching
trips. destinations. Purpose of Trip Support Support Totall# of Trips Cost per Trio_|Total
Mileage (12 trips around state, 4,990 |Provide local on-site implementation support and training $21,414 $5,532 $26,946 $2,246 $26,946
miles at .45 per round of state visits)
Hotel (12 trips around state, 22 nights | Provide local on-site implementation support and training $20,980 $5,420 $26,400 264 $100] $26,400
each round trip at $100 a night)
Per Diem (12 trips around state, 22 per | Provide local on-site implementation support and training $9,231 $2,385 $11,616 264 $44 $11,616
roundtrip at $44 a day)
$0.00] $0.00]
I Subtotal $51,625.00 $13,337.00 $64,962.00
d. Equipment Costs - List equipment
with # of units and unit costs.
Distinguish between equipment
intended for applicant use versus Federal Matching
equipment for the end user. Description Support Support Total[#Units Unit Cost Total
Applicant Equipment
Service Contract 3 year Advanced Service Plan (24 hour phone support, ship-in repairs) $127,787 $54,013 $181,800 1212 $150.00 $181,800
Mobile Computer Center Carts Wheeled laptop cart, with network hardwire, WiFi 802.11b/g and power $96,571 $40,819 $137,390| 55 $2,498.00 $137,390]
station
Copies of Security Software Protection Suite Small Business Edition or $63,894/ $27,006! $90,900 1212 $75.00 $90,900
Copies of Office Suite Software Microsoft Office 2007 Standard Edition or equivalent $85,191 $36,009 $121,200 1212 $100.00 $121,200
Network cabling and equipment Includes (wireless) routers, network cabling, and new / upgrade of $36,540 $15,445 $51,985| 28 $1,856.61 $51,985
network switch
Network Firewall Physical network firewall (e.q. Barracuda WebFilter 210) $1,054 $446. $1,500 1] $1,500.00 $1,500
software Software to manage network $351 $149 $500 1 $500.00 $500}
Server Dell Poweredge 710 Tower w/ Windows Server 2008 / 2 TB of disk $5,693 $2,407 $8,100 2 $4,050.00 $8,100
space or equivalent
Power management tools (UPS and Includes Uninterruptable Power Supply, and Remote Power $984] $416 $1,400 5 $280.00 $1,400
remote management) Management Tool
[Eauipment enclosure Enclosure for networking equipment $843] $357 $1,200 2 $600.00! $1,200
Microfilm Scanner / Reader Canon microfilm scanner 500 or equivalent $703 $297. $1,000 1 $1,000.00| $1,000
PC Reservation Machine and Software |PCC sign-in management $4,217 $1,783 $6,000 3 $2,000.00 $6,000
[Security Locks/Cables Basic cable locks to secure laptops and laptop carts $1,307 $553 $1,860 60 $31.00 $1,860
Training A’V Room Video Recording Panasonic Professional AG-HMC40 AVCHD Camcorder with 10.6MP $7,029 $2,971 $10,000| 2 $5,000.00 $10,000
Setup Still and 12x Optical Zoom ($3000); 5 AZDEN ECZ-990 Super Cardioid
Zoom Camcorder Microphones ($500); Westcott Photo Basics 503
Three-Light Kit ($500); Manfrotto Pro Video Kit w/3182 Professional
Video Tripod Legs (Black), 516 Pro Video Fluid Head, 3282 Strap and
MBAG120P Padded Case ($1000)
Video projectors for training ViewSonic PJD5111 2500 Lumens Portable DLP Projector or equivalent $23,055| $9,745 $32,800 64 $512.50 $32,800
50" LCD monitor for training room LG 55LH85 55-Inch 1080p 120Hz Wireless HDMI LCD HDTV or $1,406 $594 $2,000 1 $2,000.00 $2,000
equivalent
Digital whiteboard for training room TS620 Interactive White Board and Stand for TS610 for training room $4,214 $1,781 $5,995 2 $2,997.50 $5,995




|user Equipment

Desktop PCs Dell Studio One 19 Desktop or I $221.905 $93,795. $315.700 451 $700.00 $315,700,
Laptop PCs Dell Vostro 1720 Laptop Computer (Intel Core 2 Duo P8600 $437,766 $185,034 $622,800] 692 $900.00 $622,800
500GB/4GB) or
Tablet computers Panasonic Toughbook 18 Tablet PC or equivalent $3,655 $1,545 $5.200 7 $742.86 $5,200
ADA-Compliant Workstations Custom designed workstation with various hardware and software $197,056 $83,291 $280,347 69 $4,063.00 $280,347|
adapations for disabled users
Network Grade Printers HP Laseriet P3005 or equivalent $27.765 $11,735 $39,500 79 $500.00 $39,500,
Scanners Epson WorkForce Pro GT-S50 or equivalent $7,556 $3,194 $10,750 43 $250.00 $10,750!
Headphones Sennheiser Pc111 Over-The-Head Mono-Aural Headset or equivalent $8,140| $3,440 $11,580.00 579 $20.00 $11,580.00
|Speakers Loagitech R-10 Speakers or equivalent $2.411 $1,019 $3.430 98 $35.00 $3.430
Logitech QuickCam Orbit AF Auto Focus System or equivalent $4,358 $1,842 $6,200 62 $100.00 $6,200
Detachable Screen Maanifiers 1.5X Fresnel maanifier or equivalent $5.662 $2,393 $8,055 179 $45.00] $8,055
1 3-section 4' x 12" horizontal sliding Duo Track 4'x8' Horizontal Sliding Magnetic Panels Markerboard or $1,617 $683 $2,300 1 $2,300.00 $2,300
whiteboard
Chairs Includes adult and childrens chairs $19,321 $8,166 $27,487 201 $136.75 $27,487|
Desks Sauder Computer Desk 408558 or I $26.908 $11.373 $38.281 127, $301.43 $38,281,
Table top lamp Davlight Art Lamp or $422 $178 $600] [} $100.00 $600;
Laptop Includes laptop tables and cart for storage $28.730 $12,144 $40.874 96 $425.77 $40.874,
Conference room table Iceberg Oval Bullnose Conference Room Table Top, 96" Wide, $9,546 $4,035 $13,581 12 $1,131.75] $13,581
or
21 inch monitors for digital historical HP 2159M 21.5-Inch HD LCD Monitor or equivalent $949 $401 $1,350 6 $225.00 $1,350
photo viewing and manipulation
Miscellaneous peripherals, digital Includes, spare batteries, privacy screen, USB drives, computer mice $1,216 $514. $1,730 45 $38.44 $1,730
camera and digital camera with case
$0.00] $0.00;
Subtotal $1,465,823.65) $619,571.35| $2,085,395.00
e. Supplies - List costs associated with
materials/printing, curriculum, Federal Matching #Units (If Unit Cost (If
translations. and other supplies Description Support Support Total|Appli I Total
$0.00 $0.00;
$0.00] $0.00]
$0.00 $0.00;
$0.00] $0.00]
| Subtotal $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
f. Contractual - List contractors with
purpose of contract, hourly rate or total Federal Matching # Hours (If |Hourly Rate (If
fixed rate. C Support Support Total|Appli I Total Contract
Network installation support 39 instances of installation Support (estimated 5 hours of support @ $13,707 $5,793 $19,500] 195 100.00 $19,500
|$100 per hour)
s electrical uparades to sockets, wirina, etc. $46.173 $19,517. $65.690 $65.,690,
4 instances of equipment installation at $3500 each $9.841 $4,159 $14,000| $14,000!
Single instance of internet set up $141 $59 $200 $200
Subtotal $69,861.21 $29,528.79 $99,390.00]
g. Construction - If applicable, list Federal Matching
construction costs Description Support Support: Total
Construction: Multi Jurisdictional - Work would replace current old steps on the South entrance with a $3,866 $1,634 $5,500
Ordway / Combined Community Library | handicapped accessible ramp in addition to installing automatic doors
desianed for. I access
Construction: Gunnison County Library |Work would re-model its main front desk to make it usable for the $2,109 $891. $3,000
District - Ann Zugelder Library wheelchair-bound and move shelving to create space for an ADA-
compliant computer workstation
Construction: Upper San Juan Library $703] $297 $1,000
District - Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Work would install an automatic door opener for wheelchair accessibility
Library at the main entrance to the library
Construction: Denver Public Library - | Work would remove shelves and furniture to clear space for expanded $1,406 $594. $2,000]
Valdez-Perry Branch public center space
Construction: Holyoke / Heginbotham | Work would install a handicapped accessible ramp for the main entrance $1,406 $594. $2,000]
Library to the building
Subtotal $9,489.15 $4,010.85 $13,500.00]




h. Other - List costs associated with
grant subrecipients as well as other
costs not listed above such as rent,
technology (website hosting, internet

connection), advertising (TV, radio, Federal Matching #Units (If Unit Cost (If
online). etc. Description Support Support Total I I Total
Outcome: Cost for post-card survev and _postade $21.,854, $5.646 $27.500 $27.,500
(Pre Services) Conceptual ian devel it $23,841 $6,159 $30,000 $30,000
Development of campaign collateral including media kits, local materials, $39,735 $10,265 $50,000 $50,000
(Pre Services): print ad: ina, and radio or television spots
Placement costs for advertising in local markets such as newspapers $39,735 $10,265 $50,000 $50,000
(Ad and radio stations
Budget for libs to enhance Spanish Posters and signs in Spanish to improve navigation for Spanish-speaking $19,867 $5,133 $25,000 $25,000
language-sianage users
Training and program support from Costs to conduct training including trainer time, materials and travel $0 $9,900 $9,900 $9,900
UC/Denver NNoLoM expense:
Survey data collection provided by $0 $10,000 $10,000 $10,000
CLRS College in Colorado from LRS team to collect and analvze survey data.
CSL staff time, materials and travel expenses to conduct on-site training $0 $40,252 $40,252 $40,252,
Training to library staff at PCCs.
PDC Expenses Pre-application expenses paid by Gates Foundation $0| $113,776 $113,776 $113,776
Subtotal $145,031.90 $211,396.10 $356,428.00]

i. Total Direct Charges (sum of a-h)

$2.194.998.00

$1,049,391.51

$3.244.389.51

i Indirect Charaes

$80.528 $20.804

Total Eligible Project Costs

$2,275,525.95

$1,070,195.41

$3,345,721.36|

Match Percentage

32.0%

Explanation of Indirect Charaes

Additional Budaet Notes

and

Applied as a % rate of total

are estimates provided by the CSL finance department.

costs. Year 1 rate: 11.20%, Year 2 rate: 12.00%, Year 3
rate: 13.00%. Year 1 rate was based on CSL rate calculated from appropriate Federal OMB circular, while Year 2 and Year 3

1t reviewed each request to ensure

versus library size, staffing level and need. Large




BUDGET INFORMATION - Non-Construction Programs

OMB Approval No. 0348-0044

SECTION A - BUDGET SUMMARY

Grant Pr(_Jgram Catalog of F(_ederal Estimated Unobligated Funds New or Revised Budget
Function Domestic Assistance
or Activity Number Federal Non-Federal Federal Non-Federal Total
(@) (b) (©) (d) (e) (f) (@)
1.ARRA BTOP PCC 11.557 $ $ $ 2,275,525.95 $ 1,070,195.41 $ 3,345,721.36
2. 0.00
3. 0.00
4. 0.00
5. Totals $ 0.00 $ 0.00 $ 2,275,525.95 $ 1,070,195.41 $ 3,345,721.36
SECTION B - BUDGET CATEGORIES
6. Object Class Categories GRANT PROGRAM, FUNCTION OR ACTIVITY Total
©) &) ©) ©)
a. Personnel $ 377,639.24 $ 142,956.19 $ $ $ 520,595.43
b. Fringe Benefits 75,527.85 28,591.24 104,119.09
c. Travel 51,625.00 13,337.00 64,962.00
d. Equipment 1,465,823.65 619,571.35 2,085,395.00
e. Supplies 0.00
f. Contractual 69,861.21 29,528.79 99,390.00
g. Construction 9,489.15 4,010.85 13,500.00
h. Other 145,031.90 211,396.10 356,428.00
i. Total Direct Charges (sum of 6a-6h) 2,194,998.00 1,049,391.52 0.00 0.00 3,244,389.52
j- Indirect Charges 80,527.95 20,803.90 101,331.85
k. TOTALS ] ] $ $ $ $ $
: (sum of 6i and 6j) 2,275,525.95 1,070,195.42 0.00 0.00 3,345,721.37
7. Program Income $ $ $ $ $ 0.00

Previous Edition Usable
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SECTION C - NON-FEDERAL RESOURCES

(a) Grant Program (b) Applicant (c) State (d) Other Sources (e) TOTALS
8. ARRABTOP PCC $ 94,726.51 |$ $ 975,468.90 |$ 1,070,195.41
9. 0.00
10. 0.00
11. 0.00
12. TOTAL (sum of lines 8-11) $ 94,726.51 |$ 0.00 [$ 975,468.90 |$ 1,070,195.41
SECTION D - FORECASTED CASH NEEDS
Total for 1st Year 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter
13. Federal $ 0.00!|$ $ $ $
14. Non-Federal 0.00
15. TOTAL (sum of lines 13 and 14) $ 0.00 % 0.00 ($ 0.00 |$ 0.00 |$ 0.00
SECTION E - BUDGET ESTIMATES OF FEDERAL FUNDS NEEDED FOR BALANCE OF THE PROJECT
(a) Grant Program FUTURE FUNDING PERIODS (Years)
(b) First (c) Second (d) Third (e) Fourth
16.ARRA BTOP PCC $ $ $ $
17.
18.
19.
20. TOTAL (sum of lines 16-19) $ 0.00 |$ 0.00 |$ 0.00 |$ 0.00

SECTION F - OTHER BUDGET INFORMATION

21. Direct Charges:

22. Indirect Charges:

23. Remarks:

Authorized for Local Reproduction

Standard Form 424A (Rev. 7-97) Page 2




INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SF-424A

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 180 minutes per response, including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0044), Washington, DC 20503.

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET.

SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

General Instructions

This form is designed so that application can be made for funds
from one or more grant programs. In preparing the budget,
adhere to any existing Federal grantor agency guidelines which
prescribe how and whether budgeted amounts should be
separately shown for different functions or activities within the
program. For some programs, grantor agencies may require
budgets to be separately shown by function or activity. For other
programs, grantor agencies may require a breakdown by function
or activity. Sections A, B, C, and D should include budget
estimates for the whole project except when applying for
assistance which requires Federal authorization in annual or
other funding period increments. In the latter case, Sections A, B,
C, and D should provide the budget for the first budget period
(usually a year) and Section E should present the need for
Federal assistance in the subsequent budget periods. All
applications should contain a breakdown by the object class
categories shown in Lines a-k of Section B.

Section A. Budget Summary Lines 1-4 Columns (a) and (b)

For applications pertaining to a single Federal grant program
(Federal Domestic Assistance Catalog number) and not requiring
a functional or activity breakdown, enter on Line 1 under Column
(a) the Catalog program title and the Catalog number in Column

(b).

For applications pertaining to a single program requiring budget
amounts by multiple functions or activities, enter the name of
each activity or function on each line in Column (a), and enter the
Catalog number in Column (b). For applications pertaining to
multiple programs where none of the programs require a
breakdown by function or activity, enter the Catalog program title
on each line in Column (a) and the respective Catalog number on
each line in Column (b).

For applications pertaining to multiple programs where one or
more programs require a breakdown by function or activity,
prepare a separate sheet for each program requiring the
breakdown. Additional sheets should be used when one form
does not provide adequate space for all breakdown of data
required. However, when more than one sheet is used, the first
page should provide the summary totals by programs.

Lines 1-4, Columns (c) through (g)

For new applications, leave Column (c) and (d) blank. For each
line entry in Columns (a) and (b), enter in Columns (e), (f), and
(g) the appropriate amounts of funds needed to support the
project for the first funding period (usually a year).

For continuing grant program applications, submit these forms
before the end of each funding period as required by the grantor
agency. Enter in Columns (c) and (d) the estimated amounts of
funds which will remain unobligated at the end of the grant
funding period only if the Federal grantor agency instructions
provide for this. Otherwise, leave these columns blank. Enter in
columns (e) and (f) the amounts of funds needed for the
upcoming period. The amount(s) in Column (g) should be the
sum of amounts in Columns (e) and (f).

For supplemental grants and changes to existing grants, do not
use Columns (c) and (d). Enter in Column (e) the amount of the
increase or decrease of Federal funds and enter in Column (f) the
amount of the increase or decrease of non-Federal funds. In
Column (g) enter the new total budgeted amount (Federal and
non-Federal) which includes the total previous authorized
budgeted amounts plus or minus, as appropriate, the amounts
shown in Columns (e) and (f). The amount(s) in Column (g)
should not equal the sum of amounts in Columns (e) and (f).

Line 5 - Show the totals for all columns used.
Section B Budget Categories

In the column headings (1) through (4), enter the titles of the
same programs, functions, and activities shown on Lines 1-4,
Column (a), Section A. When additional sheets are prepared for
Section A, provide similar column headings on each sheet. For
each program, function or activity, fill in the total requirements for
funds (both Federal and non-Federal) by object class categories.

Line 6a-i - Show the totals of Lines 6a to 6h in each column.
Line 6j - Show the amount of indirect cost.

Line 6k - Enter the total of amounts on Lines 6i and 6j. For all
applications for new grants and continuation grants the total
amount in column (5), Line 6k, should be the same as the total
amount shown in Section A, Column (g), Line 5. For
supplemental grants and changes to grants, the total amount of
the increase or decrease as shown in Columns (1)-(4), Line 6k
should be the same as the sum of the amounts in Section A,
Columns (e) and (f) on Line 5.

Line 7 - Enter the estimated amount of income, if any, expected
to be generated from this project. Do not add or subtract this
amount from the total project amount, Show under the program

SF-424A (Rev. 7-97) Page 3




INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SF-424A (continued)

narrative statement the nature and source of income. The
estimated amount of program income may be considered by the
Federal grantor agency in determining the total amount of the
grant.

Section C. Non-Federal Resources

Lines 8-11 Enter amounts of non-Federal resources that will be
used on the grant. If in-kind contributions are included, provide a
brief explanation on a separate sheet.

Column (a) - Enter the program titles identical to
Column (a), Section A. A breakdown by function or
activity is not necessary.

Column (b) - Enter the contribution to be made by the
applicant.

Column (c) - Enter the amount of the State’s cash and
in-kind contribution if the applicant is not a State or
State agency. Applicants which are a State or State
agencies should leave this column blank.

Column (d) - Enter the amount of cash and in-kind
contributions to be made from all other sources.

Column (e) - Enter totals of Columns (b), (c), and (d).

Line 12 - Enter the total for each of Columns (b)-(e). The amount
in Column (e) should be equal to the amount on Line 5, Column
(), Section A.

Section D. Forecasted Cash Needs

Line 13 - Enter the amount of cash needed by quarter from the
grantor agency during the first year.

Line 14 - Enter the amount of cash from all other sources needed
by quarter during the first year.

Line 15 - Enter the totals of amounts on Lines 13 and 14.

Section E. Budget Estimates of Federal Funds Needed for
Balance of the Project

Lines 16-19 - Enter in Column (a) the same grant program titles
shown in Column (a), Section A. A breakdown by function or
activity is not necessary. For new applications and continuation
grant applications, enter in the proper columns amounts of Federal
funds which will be needed to complete the program or project over
the succeeding funding periods (usually in years). This section
need not be completed for revisions (amendments, changes, or
supplements) to funds for the current year of existing grants.

If more than four lines are needed to list the program titles, submit
additional schedules as necessary.

Line 20 - Enter the total for each of the Columns (b)-(e). When
additional schedules are prepared for this Section, annotate
accordingly and show the overall totals on this line.

Section F. Other Budget Information

Line 21 - Use this space to explain amounts for individual direct
object class cost categories that may appear to be out of the
ordinary or to explain the details as required by the Federal grantor
agency.

Line 22 - Enter the type of indirect rate (provisional, predetermined,
final or fixed) that will be in effect during the funding period, the
estimated amount of the base to which the rate is applied, and the
total indirect expense.

Line 23 - Provide any other explanations or comments deemed
necessary.

SF-424A (Rev. 7-97) Page 4



BUDGET INFORMATION - Construction Programs

NOTE: Certain Federal assistance programs require additional computations to arrive at the Federal share of project costs eligible for participation. If such is the case, you will be notified.

OMB Approval No. 4040-0008
Expiration Date 07/30/2010

COST CLASSIFICATION a. Total Cost > Cfgftsa“r'fi’;;‘!ﬁ;”f ble - TOE?:IolAlJIIn?\r,:{sa:.IE)COStS
1. Administrative and legal expenses s | s | 5] 0.00 |
2. Land, structures, rights-of-way, appraisals, etc. s | s | ] 0.00 |
3. Relocation expenses and payments s | s | s 0.00 |
4. Architectural and engineering fees s | s | s ] 0.00 |
5. Other architectural and engineering fees s | s | Ils] 0.00 |
6. Project inspection fees s | s | s | 0.00 |
7. Site work s | s | s | 0.00 |
8. Demolition and removal s | s | s ] 0.00 |
9. Construction s | s | Il's ]| 0.00 |
10.  Equipment s | s | s | 0.00 |
11 Miscellaneous s | s | s 0.00 |
12.  SUBTOTAL (sum of lines 1- 11) N 0.00 || s 0.00 | s | 0.00 |
13, Contingencies s | s | 1K 0.00 |
14, SUBTOTAL 3| 0.00 || 3| 0.00 | 4 0.00 |
15.  Project (program) income s | s | | s 0.00 |
16. TOTAL PROJECT COSTS (subtract #15 from #14) $| 0.00 | $| 0.00 $| 0.00 |

FEDERAL FUNDING

17. Federal assistance requested, calculate as follows:
(Consult Federal agency for Federal percentage share.)

Enter the resulting Federal share.

Enter eligible costs from line 16c Multiply X I:I % $|

Previous Edition Usable
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SF-424C

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 180 minutes per response, including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0041), Washington, DC 20503.

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET.
SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

This sheet is to be used for the following types of applications: (1) "New" (means a new [previously unfunded] assistance award); (2)
"Continuation” (means funding in a succeeding budget period which stemmed from a prior agreement to fund); and (3) "Revised" (means
any changes in the Federal Government's financial obligations or contingent liability from an existing obligation). If there is no change in
the award amount, there is no need to complete this form. Certain Federal agencies may require only an explanatory letter to effect minor

(no cost) changes. If you have questions, please contact the Federal agency.

Column a. - If this is an application for a "New" project, enter
the total estimated cost of each of the items listed on lines 1
through 16 (as applicable) under "COST CLASSIFICATION."

If this application entails a change to an existing award, enter
the eligible amounts approved under the previous award for
the items under "COST CLASSIFICATION."

Column b. - If this is an application for a "New" project, enter
that portion of the cost of each item in Column a. which is not
allowable for Federal assistance. Contact the Federal agency
for assistance in determining the allowability of specific costs.

If this application entails a change to an existing award, enter
the adjustment [+ or ()] to the previously approved costs
(from column a.) reflected in this application.

Column. - This is the net of lines 1 through 16 in columns "a."
and "b."

Line 1 - Enter estimated amounts needed to cover
administrative expenses. Do not include costs which are
related to the normal functions of government. Allowable
legal costs are generally only those associated with the
purchases of land which is allowable for Federal participation
and certain services in support of construction of the project.

Line 2 - Enter estimated site and right(s)-of-way acquisition
costs (this includes purchase, lease, and/or easements).

Line 3 - Enter estimated costs related to relocation advisory
assistance, replacement housing, relocation payments to
displaced persons and businesses, etc.

Line 4 - Enter estimated basic engineering fees related to
construction (this includes start-up services and preparation of
project performance work plan).

Line 5 - Enter estimated engineering costs, such as surveys, tests,
soil borings, etc.

Line 6 - Enter estimated engineering inspection costs.

Line 7 - Enter estimated costs of site preparation and restoration
which are not included in the basic construction contract.

Line 9 - Enter estimated cost of the construction contract.

Line 10 - Enter estimated cost of office, shop, laboratory, safety
equipment, etc. to be used at the facility, if such costs are not
included in the construction contract.

Line 11 - Enter estimated miscellaneous costs.

Line 12 - Total of items 1 through 11.

Line 13 - Enter estimated contingency costs. (Consult the Federal
agency for the percentage of the estimated construction cost to
use.)

Line 14 - Enter the total of lines 12 and 13.

Line 15 - Enter estimated program income to be earned during the
grant period, e.g., salvaged materials, etc.

Line 16 - Subtract line 15 from line 14.

Line 17 - This block is for the computation of the Federal share.
Multiply the total allowable project costs from line 16, column "c."
by the Federal percentage share (this may be up to 100 percent;
consult Federal agency for Federal percentage share) and enter
the product on line 17.

SF-424C (Rev. 7-97) Back



Environmental Questionnaire Supplemental Attachment:

This attachment contains:

Holyoke-Heginbotham Protected Lands

Holyoke-Heginbotham Historic Site Photograph

Gunnison Public Library Protected Lands

Denver Public Library - VValdez-Perry Branch Protected Lands
Screenshot of Fish and Wildlife Service Mapping Tool — currently down



List/Maps of Protected Lands within 1-Mile of Project Sites with Potential for

Minor Construction

LOCATION STATE Protected Land (Historic)

Holyoke Heginbotham CO Heginbotham, W. E., House

Gunnison CO Edgerton House

Gunnison CO Fisher-Zugelder House and Smith Cottage
Gunnison CO Vienna Bakery--Johnson Restaurant
Gunnison CcO Webster Building

Denver Valdez-Perry CO Bats Grocery Store

Denwver Valdez-Perry CO Denver Medical Depot

Denver Valdez-Perry CO Riverside Cemetery




Holyoke-Heginbotham Library — Map of Protected Lands
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Holyoke-Heginbotham Library — Historic Site Photo




Gunnison Library — Map of Protected Lands
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Denver Valdez-Perry — Map of Protected Lands
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Screen Capture of Inoperable FWS Critical Habitat Mapper

¥ U.S. FWS Critical Habitat Portal - Mozilla Firefox
File Edit Wiew History Bookmarks Tools  Help

» C

I_-] LS. FWS Critical Habitat Portal -

e ™2lu.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Critical Hahitat Pordal

{a} ,J http:[icriticalhabitat, Fres, gos)

Site cantents:

..... D Home

----- [ Serwvices
----- [ FWS Data Submittal

FWS Critical Habitat for Threatened & Endangered Species

=3 Critical Habitat Data
- Wertebrate Animals
- Invertebrate Animals

Welcome to the US Fish & Wildlife Service's online service for information regarding
Threatened and Endangered Species final Critical Hahitat designation across the United
States.

€ Where is the Critical Habitat Mapper?:

The critical hahitat mapper is currently down for repairs. A new improved mapper will
debut on this site soan.

What is available from this portal?

& View 3 list of species with final, published critical hakitat from the Critical Habitat
Data folder. Fram the species lists you may access:

@ critical hahitat spatial data

O critical habitat meta data

2 Federal Register Documents

o FW3 species profile information

Why can | not access all critical habitat data via this portal?

Mot all of the critical habitat data designated by the Fizh & wWildlife Service is availahle from
this portal. Ifyou require critical habitat spatial data not available here, please contact the
lead FWS Region for that species.



Colorado State Library BTOP PCC Grant Application - Letters of Support

Participating Library Entity City State
Statewide Governor Bill Ritter Denver co
Statewide Senator Mark Udall Washington DC
Statewide Representative John Salazar Washington DC
Statewide Representative Jared Polis Washington DC
Statewide Representative Diana DeGette Washington DC
Statewide Assistive Technology Partners Grand Junction co
Statewide Special Populations and Issues Committee Denver co
Alamosa-Southern Peaks Blue Peaks Developmental Services Alamosa co
Alamosa-Southern Peaks Alamosa Chamber of Commerce Alamosa co
Alamosa-Southern Peaks Trinidad State Junior College - Valley Campus Alamosa co
Alamosa-Southern Peaks Mayor of Alamosa Alamosa co
Burlington Colorado Welcome Center in Burlington Burlington co
Burlington Burlington Public Library Board of Trustees Burlington co
Burlington Eastern Colorado Workforce Center - Burlington Burlington co
Carnegie City of Monte Vista Monte Vista co
Carnegie Rio Grande County Board of County Commissioners Del Norte co
Carnegie San Luis Valley Rural Electric Co-op Monte Vista co
Carnegie Valley Communications Companies Monte Vista co
Carnegie Trinidad State Junior College Trinidad co
Carnegie Trinidad School District #1 Trinidad co
Cortez Southwest Colorado Workforce Center Durango co
Cortez Sleeping Ute Mountain Chapter of DAR Cortez co
Cortez Montezuma-Cortez School District Cortez co
Cortez Cortez Area Chamber of Commerce Cortez co
Del Norte Chamber of Commerce Del Norte co
Del Norte Rio Grande County Board of County Commissioners Del Norte co
Del Norte High Valley Community Center Del Norte co
Del Norte Del Norte Federal Bank Del Norte co
Delta Blue Sage Center for the Arts Paonia co
Delta Creamery Arts Center Hotchkiss co
Delta Delta Chamber of Commerce Delta co
Delta Friends of the Delta Public Library Delta co
Delta Family Literacy and Resource Program Delta co
Delta Hotchkiss Community Chamber of Commerce Hotchkiss co
Delta Kids Pasta Project Paonia co
Delta KVNF Radio Paonia co
Delta Meth-Free Delta County Delta co
Delta Paonia Chamber of Commerce Paonia co
Delta Rotary Club of Paonia Colorado Paonia co
Delta Town of Paonia Paonia co
Delta North Fork Vision Home and Community Program Paonia co
Denver Athmar Park Patrons Denver co
Denver Byers Patrons Denver co
Denver City of Denver - Chief Information Officer Denver co
Denver Jeanne Robb, Denver City Council, District 10 Denver co
Denver City and County of Denver, Office of the Mayor Denver co
Denver Docent Letter Denver co
Denver Escuela Tlatelolco Denver co
Denver Community Technology Center Customers Denver co
Dolores County Dolores County Public Library Dove Creek co
Dolores County Dolores County Board of Commissioners Dove Creek co
Dolores County Dolores County Health Association Dove Creek co
Dolores County 7th Street Elementary School Dove Creek co
Dolores County Dolores County School District Re-2J Dove Creek co
Dolores Public Library Southwest Colorado Workforce Center Durango co
Dolores Public Library Dolores Chamber of Commerce Dolores co
Dolores Public Library Dolores Community Center Association Dolores co
Dolores Public Library Dolores School District RE-4A Dolores co
East Morgan Brush Chamber of Commerce Brush co
East Morgan Friends Organization of East Morgan County Library Brush co
East Morgan Brush Public Schools RE-2) Brush co
Elbert Big Sandy School District 100-J Simla co
Elbert Town of Simla Simla co
Elbert Board of County Commissioners Kiowa co
Elbert Eastern Colorado Workforce Center - Elizabeth Elizabeth co
Elbert Colorado East Community Action Agency Stratton co
Elbert Agate School District #300 Agate co
Elbert DOW, District Wildlife Manager Elbert co
Fleming Fleming Town Council - Dan Conn Fleming co
Fleming Frenchman RE-3 School District Fleming co
Fleming Fleming Town Council - Clay Gorman Fleming co
Fleming Fleming Library Association Fleming co
Fort Morgan Fort Morgan Senior Center Fort Morgan co
Fort Morgan Fort Morgan Workforce Center Fort Morgan co
Fort Morgan Morgan County Economic Development Corporation Fort Morgan co
Fort Morgan OneMorgan County Fort Morgan co
Fowler Tri-County Housing & Community Develoment Corporation Fowler co
Fowler Town of Fowler Fowler co
Fowler Chamber of Commerce Fowler co
Gunnison Literacy Action Program - GED Gunnison co
Gunnison City of Gunnison Gunnison co
Gunnison Gunnison County Board of County Commissioners Gunnison co
Gunnison Gunnison County Chamber of Commerce Gunnison co
Gunnison CSU Gunnison County Extension Gunnison co
Gunnison Early Childhood Council Gunnison co
Gunnison Western State College Gunnison co
Lamar Southeast Colorado Workforce Region - Lamar Rocky Ford co
Lamar Prowers County Board of County Commissioners Lamar co
Lamar Lamar Chamber of Commerce Lamar co
Lamar City of Lamar Lamar co
Las Animas-Bent County Bent County Board of County Commissioners Las Animas co
Las Animas-Bent County State Senator Ken Kester Las Animas co
Las Animas-Bent County Las Animas Elementary School Las Animas co
Las Animas-Bent County City of Las Animas Las Animas co
Las Animas-Bent County Bent County Development Foundation Las Animas co
Limon Eastern Colorado Workforce Center - Limon Limon co
Limon Limon Child Development Center Limon co
Limon Limon Chamber of Commerce Limon co

Limon John Balentyne Patron Letter Limon co
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Limon Janice Gill Patron Letter Limon co
Limon David Ratzlaff Patron Letter Limon co
Mancos Mancos Valley Chamber of Commerce Mancos co
Mancos Town of Mancos Trustee Mancos co
Mesa County Grand Junction Small Business Development Center Grand Junction co
Mesa County Colorado Immigrant Rights Coalition Montrose co
Mesa County Business Incubator Center Grand Junction co
Mesa County Grand Junction Area Chamber of Commerce Grand Junction co
Montrose Montrose County Board of County Commissioners Montrose co
Montrose City of Montrose Montrose co
Montrose Western Workforce Region Montrose co
Montrose Montrose County School District RE-1J Montrose co
Montrose Montrose County Schools ESL/Migrant Coordinator Montrose co
Nucla Town of Nucla Nucla co
Nucla West End Public School District RE-2 Naturita co
Nucla The Citizens State Bank of Ouray, Montrose County Branch Naturita co
Nucla West End Family Link Center Nucla co
Nucla West End 4-H Livestock Nucla co
Ordway Crowley County Nursing Center Ordway co
Pikes Peak Colorado Springs Senior Center Colorado Springs co
Pikes Peak Pikes Peak Community Action Agency Colorado Springs co
Pikes Peak Pikes Peak Community College Colorado Springs co
Pikes Peak Greater Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce Colorado Springs co
Pikes Peak Harrison School District 2 Colorado Springs co
Pikes Peak Colorado Springs Economic Development Corporation Colorado Springs co
Poudre River CORE Center Fort Collins co
Poudre River The Family Center/La Familia Fort Collins co
Pueblo Pueblo Community College Pueblo co
Pueblo Southern Colorado Small Business Development Center Pueblo co
Pueblo El Pueblo Learning & Techology Services Pueblo co
Pueblo Fray Angelico Chapter, GSHA-Pueblo Pueblo co
Pueblo Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Pueblo Pueblo co
Pueblo The Center for Disabilities Pueblo co
Pueblo City of Pueblo Office of the City Council Pueblo co
Pueblo Board of Pueblo County Commissioners Pueblo co
Pueblo Pueblo Workforce Center Pueblo co
Rangeview City of Commerce City Commerce City co
Red Feather Larimer County Board of County Commissioners Fort Collins co
Red Feather Red Feather Lakes Planning Advisory Committee Red Feather Lakes co
Red Feather Red Feather Lakes Fire Protection District Red Feather Lakes co
Red Feather Red Feather Lakes Elementary School Red Feather Lakes co
Red Feather Miramont Family Medicine of Red Feather Lakes Red Feather Lakes co
Rocky Ford Southeast Colorado Workforce Region - Rocky Ford Rocky Ford co
Rocky Ford Chris' Computer Connection Rocky Ford co
Rocky Ford Rocky Ford School District Rocky Ford co
Silverton Patron Letter Silverton co
Silverton San Juan Development Association Silverton co
Silverton Town of Silverton Silverton co
Silverton Silverton Area Chamber of Commerce Silverton co
Southern Teller Patron Letter Cripple Creek co
Southern Teller Cripple Creek-Victor School District Cripple Creek co
Southern Teller Aspen Mine Center Cripple Creek co
Spanish Peaks Las Animas Huerfano County Family Resource Center Walsenburg co
Spanish Peaks Huerfano Board of County Commissioners Walsenburg co
Spanish Peaks Spanish Peaks Regional Health Center Walsenburg co
Spanish Peaks City of Walsenburg Walsenburg co
Spanish Peaks Huerfano County Chamber of Commerce Walsenburg co
Sterling RE-1 Valley School District Sterling co
Sterling Eastern Colorado Workforce Center - Sterling Sterling co
Swink Swink School District Swink co
Trinidad/Carnegie Trinidad & Las Animas County Chamber of Commerce Trinidad co
Trinidad/Carnegie South Central Colorado Workforce Center Rocky Ford co
Trinidad/Carnegie Friends of Historic Branson Branson co
Upper San Juan Archuleta Board of County Commissioners Pagosa Springs co
Upper San Juan Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of Commerce Pagosa Springs co
Upper San Juan Archuleta County Education Center Pagosa Springs co
Upper San Juan Town of Pagosa Springs Pagosa Springs co
Upper San Juan Pagosa Springs Youth Center Pagosa Springs co
Wray Sampson Patron Letter Wray co

Wray Weray Public Library Board of Trustees Wray co
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Southeast Colorado Workforce Region

Colordds Uepartment of Labor & Employment
801 Chestnut Avenue

Rocky Ford, Colorado 81087

Telephone: {718} 284:3398

Fax: {7181 254-3877

¢ 0L O RADO

February 24, 2010

Eugene Haingr, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

20T E. Colfex Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Diear Mr Halher

[ am writing to express my support of Lamar Public Library grant application of the Colorado State Library Public
Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

{ beleve that in coordination with Colorado Workforce staff, the funding of this grant, and working with
other community parthers, this will create a unigue opportunity to provide capacity-building resources that
will strengthen the local workforee. | am particularly excited about the benefits in our rural area, such as
the ability to enhance computing and internet access that Lamar Public Library will bring to our
community for job seekers as they explore educational opportunities and continue their job search
activities.  In addition, ADA Compliant work stations will be made available to support those who are
blind, visually impaired, or have other challenges to using stendard public computer stations.

Recently, The Colorado Department of Labor and Employment partnered with Microsoft fo issue vouchers
for Microsoft applications for Business Professionals and T Professions, these vouchers are issued by
the local Workforce Centers and can be accessed through any infernet connection,

With the decline of resources available in rural underserved communities, oppertunities such as this are
imperative for us o thrive. | fully support Lamar Public Library grant application of the Broadband and
Technology Opportunities to provide services directly to Southeast Colorado.

Lamar Public Library’s plan for grant funding includes providing new computers and equipment to provide
an additional resource to community members with their job searching, and to provide educafional
support for special needs population in aruratares,

My office has partnered with Lamar Public Library on numerous projects in the pastand has been impressed by
their success in being able to support the community. | strongly urge you fo consider funding Leamar Public
Library s grantrequest

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

i
i %,

A

Betty Velasguez, Region Direclor
South Central Workdorce Region

Eiaaefeiy,

WHERE COLORADD (OMIES 1O WORK
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Dreverorvent Founpation

February 19, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenus

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

The Bent County Development Foundation is in full support of the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Pragram. This will allow the Las Animas-Bent County Library District to
offer internet access and computing opportunities in our community.

According to the State Demography Office, the average annual wage for Bent County is
$23,366 with a poverty rate of 28.2%. These statistics show many people in our
community do not possess the financial ability to own their own computers or have
internet access, proving a high need for assistance. In addition, if this funding is
secured, the library will be given the opportunity to accommodate the disabled and
foreign speaking patrons. There is a 33% Hispanic population in Bent County and
16.8% of the families speak a language other than English.

it is the hope of this organization that you will grant the Las Animas-Bent County Library
District the funds they have requested. By having the funds available, the library will be
given the opportunity to provide a much needed service in our community.

Thank you for giving consideration to this important request.

Sé;}gereiy, . / i
_ e . . i 7"‘;
" Lisa L Trigilio

Executive Director

332 Ambassador Thompson Blvd
Eas Anbmas, Colorade 31054
{719} 436-0432




February 22, 2010

Mr. Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 East Colfax Avenue

Denver, Colorado 80203

Dear NMr. Hainer:

It is my understanding that the Las Animas-Bent County Library District is
submitting a grant request for funding under the Colorado State Library’'s Public
Computing Center's Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

As Chairman of the Bent County Board of Commissioners and on behalf of the
citizens of Bent County; | request your favorable consideration of their
application.

We are a small rural community located in the Southeast part of Colorado and
are thus far removed from the metropolitan area of the state. The best means by
which our citizens can secure educational materials comes through the internet.
The equipment now available to us through the local library is outdated and is in
need of replacement. Demand for usage of the computers has also exceeded
availability.

Access to a computer is, in many cases, only available through our local library.
The ability to go “on line” to secure information on health, economic and
educational issues fulfills a local need which would not be met otherwise.

Working with the Las Animas-Bent County Library, a library participating in the
Colorado State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because
of the significant impact on both our community and otherwise throughout
Colorado.

Yours truly,

S
éfi;“‘j ﬁ?{@w’
Bill Long
Chairman
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CITY OF LAS ANIMAS

532 Carson Avenue Chief of Police (719} 436-1313
P.O. Box 468 City Clerk & Treasurer {7 19) 456-0422
Las Animas, Colorado 81054 Director of Public Works (719} 456-2571
FAX No. (719 456-1210 Municipal Utilities (719) 456-162 ]

February 22, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr, Hainer:

['am Mayor of the City of Las Animas in southeastern Colorado. Please accept this letter
of support from the City for the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center
application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. The computers in the
Las Animas-Bent County Library are always in use and very often patrons must wait a
significant amount of time before accessing the computers. Having the additional and
enhanced computers will serve to address that problem. The preceding along with the
provision for computer access for the disabled is exciling and will enhance the computer
and Internet access available. Funding to help replace the roof above the computer bank
13 or extreme importance (o prevent damage to the computers.

Our city constantly struggles economically to provide necessary services for our citizens
and the current recession has made that even more of a struggle. The city has a high
number of senior citizens who, along with others, are in poor straits financially.
Educationally, the recession, it is estimated, will cause a reduction of about 1 million
dollars in funding to our school system. We now have two medical clinics, a nursing
home, and public health agency which meet many of our needs. However, the lack of a
hospital and the absence of medical transportation are of great concern. Because our
revenue source is primarily derived from sales taxes the scarcity of viable businesses
restricts the revenue generated. Meeting the challenges presented therefore is very
difficult,

The City provides financial support as well as in-kind services as needed because it
recognizes the great value of the library in the community. By so doing the population
being targeted is helped. And, of course, the city provides them along with the rest of our
citizens with the typical services cities provide. We use computers and Internet access on
a daily basis whether it is police business, public works, or City Clerk activities to
conduct our business. Additionally, grants and loans are applied for via computers and
the Internet,
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Currently, our constituents use the computers in the library quite often and adding more
computers will increase usc greatly. Those ol school age use the computers for research.
Others certainly use them for job searches, for health information, for educational
purposes, or simply, for recreation. The city will continue, along with the county,
enthusiastically support our library and their efforts to enhance computer and Internet
access as well as the library in general.

As mentioned in the preceding paragraph the city recognizes the great value of the library
and will lend as much support both financially and by providing in-kind as is feasible.
The impact of the program being pursued will be determined by receiving periodic
reports from the library board and by observation. Currently, the city receives a
comprehensive written report as to activities and accomplishments at the library on a
yearly basis. Being a regular patron of the library I am well aware of the good work
being performed and of the level of its services.

Working with the Las Animas-Bent County Library, which is participating in the
Colorado State Library proposal, we are hopeful the funds will be awarded because of the
signiticant impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The City of Las Animas appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the
National Telecommunication and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Sincerely yours,

Lawrence Sena, Mayor
City of Las Animas
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Las Animas Elementary School
330 Poplar
Las Animas, CO 810541
(719)456-1862

March 3, 2010

Colorado State Library

201 East Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

ATTENTION: EUGENE HAINER

Dear Mr. Hainer:

Itis my privilege to write this letter in support of the grant submitted by the Las
Animas-Bent County Library.

[ have been the media tech at the Las Animas Elementary School for the past ten
vears. [ see a crucial need for our public library and access to their computers and the
internet for all of our students in Las Animas. We currently have a four day school week
and many of our students do not have access to computer resources over their three day
weekend that they may need for school reports or homework.

For many of our students in our school district, access to ¢ omputtrs and the

intemet i% mﬂv avax]abk through the school system or utilizing the Las Animas-Bent
The Las Animas-Bent County Library fulfills this s g nificant gap that
s encounter.
5 grant could significanty impact many of our i*u; 163 in the school gystem.
r your consideration of this grant for the Las Animas «ﬁtm County Library
NS,

Susan Waring
Elementary Media Tech
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COMMITTEES
Meraber of.
Agnculture and Natural Resources

KEN KESTER
State Senator
530 McAflee Ave,

Las Anlmas, Colorado 81054
Capitol: {308} 7
Home: {714 3

Fax: (303) 36
ken kester senates

o

Raniing Member of:
Local Government and Energy

&

SENATE
STATE OF COLORADO
DENVER

February 25, 2010

Colorado State Library
201 East Colfax Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80203

ATTENTION: EUGENE HAINER
RE: BROADBANK TECHNOLOGY OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[am writing in support of the grant request submitted by Las Animas/Bent County Library. As a resident
of Las Animas for most of my life, I recognize the value of services provided by the Las Animas/Bent
County Library.

Many of our senior citizens (approximately 30% ol population) and a big segment of our scheol age
children do not have computers and depend on the library to provide this benefit. Awarding of this grant
{purchase of computers) to the library will provide. .. .

* added features for our school children
access to on line schooling
invreased aveess by owr disubled residents
1
i

increased access by our foreign language residents
added programs for community use — sites for job searching as an example

1,

The hibrary serves the Las Animas population of approximately 6,000, in addition to the surrounding
§ to computers would certainly increase patronage of the library,

P will appreciate your consideration of the grant application for the Las Animas/Bent County Library.




Febroary 24, 2000

Bugone Halftigr, Assistant Commissionar

Uolorado State Ditirary
20 F Colfax Svenue

Dionwer, OO0 BO2G3

Pam a local rancher in the Limon, Co area and use the com puters at the Limon Ubrary on o daily basis

to nolonly check my e-mail and read the National and Local news, but | have a small intermet husiness
that | am able to sy daily because the Linion ! itrary Computer Rudm. DSL Broadbund 15 not available
out at my ranch and before | started coming into the Library, § was forced 1o use the sl dialin method

ol cormection from miy phore carnrany {they do not provide DSL to my arent,

Lam particularky
impressed with benefits of having DSL Broadband available 1o use on modern squipment, On behalf of
my Family, Lamowriting in suppost of the Colorade State Library's Public Com puting Center applieation

for the Broadhand Technology Opporlunities Progran.

faue to the size of the Limon community, we don’t have as mary sptions availabile to us as the targer
Metropolitan aress nor Hhe loal resourens 1 compete o a level playing finld, Given the limited means
to compete, i ix o smmall worders that we are able tn offer many of the students and young families argy

of the modern high tech jobs oF resources they would ke 10 have and enjoy. Without the Computer
Rootn at the Library, we would have sver less (o offar them,

As the Economy is suffering, jobs are being lost and more neaple ke myself are glaced on
unsingdoyment for the first time pver, having a free enterprise zone using the Public Library's Computer

Room 1o engage with other membears o the community through the computers is & necessary and muth
L™y =

appreciated service to your patrons,

As my business organization grows through the use of the compitorsat the Library, this will draw
more of the community that dossn’t use the library currently and will allow more people to bocoms
aware of just what they can do here and what efse is available to the toermmunity through (heir Local
Library.




in closing, | think the Lirnan Libraries participation in the Colorado State Library proposal would be
sipmficant in the overall impact these funds would make in our comimunity and othars throughow
Carlorad,

My fomily and my business erganization appreciares the Colorado State Library's submission and the

Mational Telecommunications ond Information Administration’s consideration of thic application.




160

YEARS

LIMON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

P.O0. BOX 101
LIMON, CO 80828

February 25, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner

Colorado State Library

201 E Colfax Ave

Denver, CO 80203 «

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I currently hold the position of President of the Limon Chamber of Commerce. On behalf of the
Limon Chamber, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing
Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. Iam very excited
about the possibility of having a completely updated and accessible computer lab with enhanced
computer and Internet access at the Limon Memorial Library.

As a rural community, we have not been immune to a deteriorating economy. Our limited job
resources along with our limited access to technology put our community at a disadvantage and
threaten our overall viability to remain a sustainable community. Shrinking tax bases and
populations put increased pressure on our community as well. Now more than ever, we need
help to maintain our stability.

The Limon Chamber has been trying to increase the visibility of what Limon Businesses have to
offer. We are working hard to bring resources to our members in order that they may have the
ability to maintain and increase their business viability. The availability of having an updated
computer lab with high speed internet access will allow the Chamber to host educational
training seminars to enhance our members business skills. Currently there is not a location that
can accommodate our needs.

Tt is the Chamber’s intent to do what it can monetarily along with in kind resources to aid in
facilitating the acquisition of the computer lab. There is obvious value in this project and the
Chamber will be an active participant. Working with the Limon Memorial Library, a library
participating in the Colorado State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds
because of the significant impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado.




Limon Memorial Library
February 25, 2010
Page #2

The Limon Chamber appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Timothy S.
Limon Chamber of Commerce
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February 24, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am a Labor and Employment Specialist at the Limon Workforce Center. On behalf of my
organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center
application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. 1 am particularly excited
about the benefits, such as updated computers and the ability then to use for classes to help the
citizens of our community become computer literate, that the enhanced computing and Intemet

access at the Limon Memorial Library will bring to our community.

Our community faces many disadvantages economically, especially with the current state of our
economy. Un-employment is at an all time high in our county. With the increased
unemployment rate there are far more people searching for jobs. We have had many business
closing and lay-offs in the last two years that have impacted our community greatly. For the first
time many citizens who have worked steady for years have now found themselves unemployed
and needing to find work in other areas. Our organization assists clients with bécoming
registered to search for jobs online. Most of our clients unfortunately do not have computers,
internet access and or the computer skills necessary to utilize this feature and so they are limited
in their search. If the library received these updated computers and broadband access it would
help the community greatly with our members being able to search for jobs as well as receive
training to become computer literate.

Burlington Elizabeth Fort Morgan Limon Sterling Yuma
1490 A Mattin Ave 240 Elizabeth St, 411 Main, 285 D Ave/PQ Box 875 100 College 529 N. Albany
Burlington, CO 80807 Suite A-1 Sulte 200 Limon, CO 80828 Walker Hall #22 Sulte 1210
Etizabeth, CO 80107 Fort Morgan, CO 80704 Sterling, CO 80751 Yuma, CO 80758
For more info: For more info: For more info: For more info: For more info: For more info:

715-346-5331 303-648-2783 970-867-9401 719-775-2387 970-522-9340 970-848-3760



The library is a central hub in our community and the new improved computer lab would benefit
our community in many positive ways. Our organization provides basic computer training
through various courses offered in conjunction with Morgan Community College, but we lack
the ability to help more than two clients at a time at our location, so classes are currently givenin
the library.

The internet connection is slow and some of the computers are old enough that they do not
operate efficiently in a class setting. If the library received new computers we would be able to
serve a greater amount of our citizens together with great efficiency. By teaching basic computer
skills we are hopefully facilitating the extra edge that they may need to seek employment in a

new field in our community.

Working with Limon Memorial Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our
community and others throughout Colorado. The Limon Workforce Center appreciates the
Colorado State Library’s submission and the National Telecommunication and Information

Administration’s consideration of this application.
Sincerely,

s T
e SO e

g

Paula %ﬁmm;zhiei
L&F Specialist

Burlington Elizabeth Fort Morgan Limon Sterling Yuma
1480 A Martin Ave 240 Elizabeth St, 411 Main, 285 D Ave/PO Box 875 100 Collage 529 N. Albany
Burlington, CO 80807 Suite A-1 Suite 200 Limon, CO 80828 Walker Hall #22 Suite 1210
Elizabeth, CO 80107 Fort Morgan, CO 80701 Sterting, CO BO751 Yuma, CO 80759
For mere info: For mare info: For more info: For more info: For more info: For more info:
718-348-5331 303-846-2783 970-867-9401 719-775-2387 970-522-9340 970-848-3760



March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am an RN who is currently searching for jobs using the computers at the Limon Public
Library. On behalf of this library, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s
Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program. I am particularly excited about the benefits, such as ADA compliant work
stations in our library, that enhanced computing and Internet access at the Limon Public
Library will bring to our community.

The town of Limon is in Lincoln County; one of the poorest counties in the state. The
Public Library is one of only two public computing centers in the town. We have only
two computers in the library today that are compatible with a flash drive. On any given
day only one to two of the modern computers are even working. We don’t have any
software current enough to save a pdf file to. This is very frustrating to anyone trying to
use this computer center for anything as necessary as a job search. We are also
challenged by the fact that there is only one librarian here who can train any computer
user on the equipment here. Everyone in the town who doesn’t have internet access at
home has to use these computers for everything from pre-school to college education to
internet searches for health information.

I am personally facing Carpal Tunnel Release surgery and do not have ergonomically
correct equipment to use here. This is hazardous to my health. We need work stations that
we can raise and lower so that people can use computers while standing. We need voice
activated software such as Dragon Naturally Speaking along with someone who is trained
at using it to train others. A tutorial would be beneficial for those who can self-study.
Ergonomically correct keyboards and “mice” are needed. The mouse with a movable
thumb-roller would be especially beneficial. Long cords are needed from the mouse to
the tower to accommodate those who use a mouse with their left hand. Ball chairs are
also good for proper ergonomics. If I become trained at DNS, or a similar software, I
will be willing to train other residents of Limon to use the same.

All of these improvements would contribute to easier access to jobs, improved
educational opportunities and improved health awareness. Some of the town residents
also use computers at the Colorado Workforce, which has different hours from the library.
That facility is often filled to capacity.

Working with Limon Public Library, as a participant in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both
our community and others throughout Colorado.




The Limon Public Library appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Sincerely, -
s J w

Janice Gill BSN, RN, BA Bio




02/24/2010
Dear Sirs or, Ladys,
To Whom It May Concern;

I am an online student in a Graduate class and use the Limon Public Library as my main source
of connecting with the internet college | am enrolled in. The staff at the library are always more helpful
than a person could ever expect, | wish to convey to you the exceptional help that the library has been
to me in my education. Without the library and its help my education would not be as good as it has
turned out to be.

Because Limon is such a small community, such as or cor;pared to Denver or Colorado Springs
the need for computers at the library is a priority for the student s of the city as well as over the
traditional age students as myself. 1am a disabled individual myself and live on a limited, set income,
without the library and their computers | would not have the opportunity to continue my education.

Part of the reason that | am continuing my education is; | hope someday to open an agency in
Limon that will help developmentally disabled individuals to live a more meaningful fifestyle as well as
increasing their education and life experiences. | am not sure if this has any affect upon your decision
but I certainly hope that you will find it in your heart, and mind to assist the library in Limon so that they
may continue to aid individuals such as me,

The students and individuals in Limon have been affected by the recent economic downward
slide in the United states and the use of the Limon Public Library’s computers would greatly enhance the
lifestyles of the communities inhabitants. 1sincerely appreciate your time and patience. Thank You,

Appreciatively, David Ratzlaff




"

(s
>

[N

March 5, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO §0203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am the President of the Mancos Valley Chamber of Commerce. On behalf of my organization, [
am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited about the benefits, such
as a mobile computer lab, that enhanced computing and Internet access at the Mancos Public
Library will bring to our community.

The Mancos Valley is a small, rural, depressed area. There are not too many jobs in town, and
many residents need to drive to other communities for work.

Currently, we have 1 Chamber computer with Intemet access, which is used by our Office
Manager. Any other computers we use are our personal or business property. We are interested in
offering some type of computer instruction or Internet marketing workshops to our members;
however, we do not have access to multiple computers at this time.

If the Mancos Public Library would receive this grant, we are excited to think of the benefits we
could offer to our members. We could use computers with Internet Access to improve online
marketing efforts, as well as continue to draw new businesses to town.

The Chamber would like to work with the Mancos Public Library to offer workshops to our
members to help them grow their business in the age of the Internet. We will help to recruit
effective teachers of workshops, as well as belp with marketing the workshops to our members,
and other interested parties.

The Mancos Valley Chamber of Commerce appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission
and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application

| N[ ML,
Betsy Harridon

Presiden:, Mancos Valley Chamber of Commerce

B{Y Box 494 Moncos, Co 81328
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03-05-2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Haner:

I'am a wustee for the Town of Mancos, Colorado. | am wnting in support of the
Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program. | am particularly excited about thc bencfits that
ernhanced computing and Inlemet access at the Mancos Public Library will bring to our

cominunity.

Paragraph #1: Description of Community Needs — consider answering the following
questions as appropriate

*  Our communtty is simply behind the times with regards to high-speed broadband.
The cconomic challenges that we fucc are tough when compared to the rest of the
area. Many of our residents have to commute to neighbonng communities n
ovder to find work that will provide them a living wage. 2000 census data showed
our population at 1119 residents with a median house holds income of just over
$25,000 per year  Our poverty rate as of the Jast census was over 11%. The
largest industry mn our area is construction cmploymg an estimated 20% as of
2000 census.  With our current economic downtum, this industry has been hit
hardest

= Some of the rcasons that our commuruly has had difficulty addressing these
challenges nre a lack of funding With the housing bust hitting full on in Mancos
and the surrounding area many or our bread winners arc unemployed.

Paragraph #2: Brief description of how your organization addresscs these necds for
its constituents — consider answerlng the foltowing questions as appropriute

e The town of Mancos 1s comprised of 6 trustees and | mayor. As with most towns,
we provide basic mfrastructure and low enforcement for our residents.

» My hope gs a trustec is to provide the support to our local library so they can
provide a mobile computing platforin to our current and future rosidents.

Working with the Mancos Public Library, participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hupe they are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both
our residents and our community.
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On behalf of myself as a trustee for the Town of Mancos, 1 appreciate the Colorado State
Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

Pe . Lewis

Trustec, Town of Mancos, Colorado
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 THEGRENB VAL EYS CENTE

February 12, 2010

Dear Colorado State Library Representatives:

The Business Incubator Center supports the Mesa County Public Library’s initiative to increase
public internet access and to purchase a new mobile laptop lab. Expanded access to these
technologies is important to the small business clients we serve.

This letter is written in support of the Mesa County Public Library grant application to your
organization. The Business Incubator Center, located in Grand Junction, Colorado serves a
mission to accelerate the successful development of businesses from start-up, through the
growth stages, and on. Entrepreneurs receive an array of targeted resources and services
through the Small Business Development Center, the Business Loan Fund of Mesa County, the
incubator Center, and the Kitchen Incubator. The incubator Center offers business owners, or
those who are considering starting a small business, free individual consultations, and low cost
workshops, sources of needed working capital, and even office or manufacturing space. We
have 50 businesses located on our campus and work with approximately 500 clients each year.

The Business Incubator Center values the access to technology and information that the Mesa
County Public Library provides for small businesses and our staff members. Our organization
works will every client to ensure that they have sound industry and market research before
they launch a new product or service. The Mesa County Public Library resources play a critical
role is this research. The Business Incubator Center routinely refers entrepreneurs to Mesa
County Public Library staff and resources. The Mesa County Library also provides training to
our staff and volunteers in how to use those resources to assist our client companies.

If you would like additional information, you can telephone me at (970) 243-5242.

Sincerely,

Christina Reddin
Executive Director




o Lommisg

30 GOmTLIRD
The se ! _ Tounty Libran
s‘s;,;};‘?m %az Lran ahey {or diverse o ; st % M L %W“””\f £

spanzation n the s I '

CY m,}gm g for n
our ~»wmm ;M}wgg

CiRG sz%a #AT “,t:}%%" trwe LI bomn ared imimgrant commun
i Y 15 gritios o oo owork, Due 1o 3

i {ir.s’?&%{'ﬁ‘i jor servicas affered Beracy L8 mf am t*mfz: ars
T individuals wighing 1o participate v Englls : f;:;f%i“é Lar
: i:wzzsy fas beoome g hub for our %mm e

anky for ?’" Srvine £ the nformation avaisble and the s fzz ervi ron m%z‘z‘ ih
j A %’“,u&;? % 2 o with the growing demandd for services. For this reason,
of technioiogy serdics wt ?‘xz} Masa County Libraries s orudial o the work thal we are

sitizansg

Waerking with the Mesa County Librares, a Hbrary participating I the Colors 2 Libyary
sropossl, we NoDe wE are awn z“dsw:*z these funds because of the significant zmgaat o Both our
community and »::si%*w throughout Colorado. The Colorado Immigrant Rights Coaltion and Mesa

: orecigte the Odlorade Siste Liwary's submission and the Mationsl
and Irformation Adminisiration’s consideration of this spplication

% =
‘u"z’%g wn Slops Coordingior

7

Cotorado mmigrant Rights Coslition




Crrandd Jonction Avea

"Your Businesy Conpecfion™

Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

As the President of the Grand Junction Area chamber Of Commerce I am writing this
letter in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for
the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

The Mesa County Public library has always been supportive of the business community
by offering resources needed by small and startup companies. That support took a major
leap forward when the Grand Junction Area Chamber was able to partner with them in
securing a license to RefUSA, a database that has proven to be extremely helpful to our
small businesses.

Training our members how to use the database has been done utilizing the Library’s
computer lab and having an adequate and updated lab is vital to that effort. One
drawback has been the limit in the number of computers available for each training.
Another is the capability of “taking the show on the road” to provide the training at our
Chamber functions.

This grant will help address those drawbacks and help us better utilize the investment in
data mining that both the Library and the Chamber have made that will ultimately lead to
business growth and job creation.

[ urge you to act favorably on this grant request.

Sincerely,

~.

Diane Schwenke

President/CEO




CENTE
THE GRAND VALLEY'S CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP

February 12, 2010

Dear Colorado State Library Hapresentative

This letter is written in support of the Colorado State Library's Public Computing Center
application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. The Colorado SBDC
Network is a vibrant network of fourteen Centers strategically positioned throughout the
state to ensure that residents of every counly have access to small business assistance.
The Grand Junclion SBDC Is dedicated to helping small businesses throughout Masa
County and parts of Rio Blanco County achieve their goals of growth, expansion,
innovation, increased productivity, management improvement and success,

We combine the resources of federal, state, and local governmenis with those of the
educational system and private sector to meet the specialized and complex needs of the
small business community. Management, financial and marketing experts work in
partnership to provide entreprensurs with crucial information that can mean the difference
between success and faillure, and Mesa County Public Library resources play a critical role.

The Grand Junction SBOC routinely refers entreprensaurs to Mesa County Public Library
resources as they (the entreprenaurs) put together feasibility studies and business plans to
launch, expand, and streamiine their businesses. The Mesa County Library has also
pravided our business counselors, both staff and volunieer, with training in how to use those
resources to assist our client companies. Expanded computer trainings and public computer
access at Mesa County Libraries will increase the likefihood that the entreprensurs in our
community will have the technological competencies they need to establish solid
businesses. Additional access to technology and training through Mesa County Libraries
will allow them to build the skills they need o sustain small businesses in our currant
difficult economy.

In 2000, Grand Junction SBDC clients raported 118 jobs created, 45 jobs retained, 17
business staris and $4,488,102 in capital formation, and part of the credit goes to the Mesa
County Public Library for the technology and information resources they provide to the small
business communily. Please feel free to contact me at {(970) 243-5242 or
imorey@agijincubator.org if you have questions.

Respectiully,

dulie Morey, Director
Grand Junction Small Business Development Center
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City Manager
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Mr. Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

On behalf of the City of Montrose, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s
Bridging Colorado s Great Digital Divide application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program. This grant will help provide residents of the City of Montrose with
electronic resources and services to meet their information and learning needs, all while
increasing their access to employment. self-sufficiency and personal fulfillment.

Public access computers at Montrose County libraries receive more than 110,000 uses
annually. Most users are local residents who do not have home computers or Internet access.
and library staff members observe that many of them lack basic computer skills. Montrose
County’s demographics likely contribute to this, as the population is older and has lower
income and educational attainment levels than state and national averages, factors that have
been shown to reduce computer literacy.

With the tightening labor market, library staflf members also have scen more patrons using
the library computers to search job databases. complete online applications, and prepare
résumés. Currently, the library’s reference department is responsible for assisting these
patrons, but staff has limited time to provide the individualized instruction needed. The City
of Montrose has few computer instruction options for residents, and those that exist are either
for senior citizens or charge a fee. There are no free, ongoing, comprehensive classes for all
residents.

With funding from the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program, the Montrose
Regional Library District will purchase computers and equipment to provide weekly basic,
intermediate, and advanced computer classes for all ages. Topics will range from mouse and
keyboard fundamentals and basic email, to website design and digital photography. Through
these classes, the District hopes to improve computer literacy skills for area residents so that
they can increase their access to employment and improve job performance; enhance their
ability to communicate with friends and family; increase library usage by bringing people to
the library who might not visit otherwise: and enrich their lives through improved access to
the digital world.

Fernafls imyatt @ cLmpriirose.cous




Mr. Engene Hainer
March 4. 2010
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The City of Montrose appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.
These funds will have a significant impact on our local community and other comimunities
throughout Colorado.

Sincerely.
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Mary 1.. Watt
City Manager
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February 25, 2010

Mr. Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 East Colfax Avenue

Denver CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

The Montrose County Board of County Commissioners support the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing
Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

Public computers at Montrose County public libraries receive more than 110,000 uses annually. Most users are
local residents who do not have home computers or Internet access, and library staff members observe that many
of them lack basic computer skills. Montrose County’s demographics likely contribute to this, as the population
is older and has lower income and educational attainment levels than state and national averages, factors that have
been shown to reduce computer literacy.

With the tightening labor market, library staff members also have seen more patrons using the library computers
to search job databases, filling out online applications, and preparing résumés. Currently, the library’s reference
department is responsible for assisting these patrons, but staff has limited time to provide the individualized
instruction needed. Montrose has few computer instruction options for residents. The Montrose Recreation
District offers free, occasional classes for senior citizens, and Mesa State College has some classes for a fee;
however, there are no free, ongoing, comprehensive classes for all residents.

With funding from the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program, the Montrose Regional Library District
will purchase computers and equipment to provide weekly basic, intermediate, and advanced computer classes for
all ages. Topics will run the gamut from mouse and keyboard fundamentals and basic email, to website design
and digital photography. Through these classes, the District hopes to improve computer literacy skills for area
residents so they can increase their access to employment and improve job performance, enhance their ability to
communicate with friends and family, increase library usage by bringing people to the library who might not visit
otherwise, and enrich lives through improved access to the digital world.

The Montrose County Board of County Commissioners appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and
the National Telccommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application. Award of
this funding will have a significant impact on our community.

“wr’ David S, Whit

a i
el &

Ronald D. 4 Gary J. Ellis
Chairman Vice Chairman Commissioner
/sn
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March 3, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the ESL/Migrant Coordinator at the Montrose County School District RE1-].
On behalf of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program. 1 am particularly excited about the benefits, such as
providing more people internet access to continue with their education and more
information available for our Spanish speaking immigrants that enhanced
computing and Internet access will bring to our community.

Montrose County is located in rural southwest Colorado. Our community
extends over 2,200 square miles in the Uncompahgre River and Paradox
Valleys. Montrose County School District RE-1J (MCSD) covers 1,121 square
miles and serves the City of Montrose and the Town of Olathe, which is
approximately 12 miles north of Montrose. Montrose has not been sheltered
from the recent economic downturn, with an unemployment rate in
November 2009 of 7.8%, which is above the state average. There are 6,521
students in attendance in Montrose County School District. Of those
students, the ethnicity trend line for the district is 64% White, 31% Hispanic
and 5% other minorities. According to the 2009 Student October Report,
51.70% of K-12 students qualify for Free and Reduced Lunch.

There are 946 students served through the English as a Second Language
(ESL) program with 1410 students from Spanish speaking households. The
Colorado Department of Education 2008-2009 CSAP Comparison Data shows
a 27.0% minority gap in district reading scores. Without significant
improvement in the skill level of both low literate parents and their children,
the cycle of low educational achievement and poverty is not likely to be
broken. Research shows that the major risk factors to children’s academic
success are:

« Parents with low literacy skills;




« English as a second language home;

« Poverty;

« Lack of a print-rich environment;

« Lack of parents’ involvement in children’s education;
+ Not being read to or talked with.

Currently there are adult GED preparation and ESL classes available in the
district through the Adult Basic Education Department. To accommodate
additional parents, we would like to broaden the selection of educational
opportunities by offering a Plaza Comunitaria, an online program through
Instituto Nacional Para La Educacion De Los Adultos (INEA). This program is
indorsed by the Mexican Consulate and provides educational support in
Spanish to students in order to develop competencies and skills for life and
work which includes educational content to improve their personal, family
and social life. They will also learn skills for employability and job seeking.
Many of the parents in our community can speak Spanish, but do not know
how to read or write it. The Consulate program will enable those parents to
earn certificates at various levels to indicate that they have completed this
education. In addition, research has shown that people who can read and
write in their native language are much more successful learning to read and
write a second language.

In addition, there is a large demand from our community to participate in a
Spanish as a second language program.

In partnership with the library on this grant we would like to educate parents
in their native language, and help them to continue their educational
program in Spanish and learn English.

Working with the Montrose Library District, a library participating in the
Colorado State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds
because of the significant impact on the immigrant population we serve.

The Montrose County School District RE-1] appreciates the Colorado State
Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

Patricia G. Voorhis

ESL/Migrant Coordinator

930 Colorado Ave.

Montrose, CO 81402

Phone: (970)252-7938

Fax: (970)249-4206

Email: pvoorhis@mcsd.k12.co.us




Colorado Workforce Center at Montrose 504 North 1st, Montrose, CO 81401 970-249-7783

February 28, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

On behalf of the Western Colorado Workforce Centers, | am writing in support of the
Colorado State Library’s Bridging Colorado’s Great Digital Divide application for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. The Colorado Workforce Centers
provide employment and training services in the Western Workforce Region which
includes the Montrose Library District. The Workforce Centers have worked
collaboratively with the Montrose Library District in serving the needs of our mutual
patrons in the past.  This grant would provide much needed funding to improve
computer literacy for patrons of the Montrose Library District and be a valuable resource
to Colorado Workforce Center customers.

Public access computers at both the Montrose County libraries and Workforce Centers
are heavily used and receive more than 110,000 uses annually. Most users are local
residents who do not have home computers, internet access, and lack basic computer
skills. The lack of basic computer skills is a major barrier to employment for many and
puts them at a disadvantage in today’s competitive job market.

With the tightening labor market and the increase number of people unemployed, both
the Montrose County Libraries and Western Workforce Centers have experienced a
significant increase in the demand for their services. The number of people wanting to
use computers to search job databases, fill out online applications, and prepare
résumés increases daily. With the increased demand and limited staff resources, many
individuals do not have access to computers nor receive the individual training that is
needed to improve their basic computer skills. Additionally Montrose County has few
computer instruction options for residents, and those that exist are either for senior
citizens or charge a fee. There are no free, ongoing, comprehensive classes for all
residents.

The Colorado Workforce Centers are very supportive of the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program. The program would enable the Montrose Regional Library




District to purchase additional computers and equipment to provide much needed
resource computers and computer instruction that is not currently available in our area.

The Western Colorado Workforce Centers are excited about the Colorado State
Library's submission and the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration’s consideration of this application. These funds will have a significant
impact on our community and fill a significant need in our area.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me.

Sincerely,

Ray Lucero

Colorado Department of Labor and Employment
Western'Warkforce Region Regional Director
Western Colorado Workforce Centers
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THE CITIZENS STATE BANK

OF CURAY

February 26, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 08023

RE:  Letter of Support
Dear Mr Haner,

I am Vice President of Citizens State Bank of Ouray and on behalf of the bank, [
am writing 1n support of the Colorado State Library’s Public computing Center
application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. [ am particularly
excited abour the benefits, such as assistance for the unemployed population in our
cornmunity 1o access their unemployment resources, research facilities available to the
students (including adults) in our area and resources available o those in need of Health
and Human Services assistance, that enhanced computing and Internet access at the
Nucla Public Library will bring to our community.

The Nucla Public Library can provide our bank customers with access to their
accounts online and give them access to information during non banking hours, when it
may be more canvenient for them.

Citizens State Bank of Quray has a long history of donating financial assistance 1o
the Nucla Public Library and we continue to applaud the exccllent work of the Library
Board and Stafl. We will continue to support their efforts any way we can

The Citizens State Bank of Ouray appreciates the Colorado State Library’s
submission and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s
consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

F

Terri Tooker
Vice President

2085 Slam Stroet 145 W SBhermen - Hwy 62 1202 Cirvene Hawry 141 & 37

PO Bex A FG. Box 222 PO Box & PO Bax 180
Crursy, OO 81427 Ridgway, €O 81452 Silverton, CO 81433 Naturits, OO 83422
(9707 3254478 (970 B26-3462 {979) 3875503 {B76) 865-2258

Fxx (3703 32547351 Fax (970) 626.4278 Fax (870) 3876315 Fax (970) 865-25834
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Town Councll
Dawna Morris, MAYOR
Richard Creig, MAYOR PRO-TEM
Don Brown, TRUSTEE
W A, Tony Lobato, TRUSTEE
Christina Plerce, TRUSTEE
Jeff Sonnenberg, TRUSTEE

320 Main Straat
P.0. Box 218
Nucis, CO B1424-0218

(970) 884-7351
(970) BB4-7600 tax

March 3, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I'am Elizabeth Smith, Town Clerk for the Town of Nucla. On behalf of our municipality,
we are writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public computing Center
application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. We are particularly
excited about the benefits of higher education and learning that enhanced computing and
[ntemet access at the Nucla Public Library will bring to our community.

Our rural community is located in Montrose County tn southwestern Colorado.
According to the 2000 US Census Bureau, the town has a total area of 0.7 square miles
and 311 households. The per capita income for the town 15 $12,982. About 17.0% of the
population is below the poverty ine. Not only is this area an economically depressed
area, it 15 also an 1solated area. Travel to any major town is two hours away.

If our local ibrary had ADA Compliant work stations, laptops and computers our whole
community would be able to benefit from information received through advanced
technology. Not only will the young person benefit but so will our senior citizens. The
ibrary staff is very knowledgeable and able to assist its patrons with advanced
technology. Our library plays an important part in our community. It1s a place where
everyone can gather to search for answers to health questions, jobs, education and fun.
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The Town of Nucla 1s willing to work with the Nucla Library so that not only our
community can take advantage of this technology for training and access to information
but also anyone who visits our town will also have the opportunity to invest in their
future and not feel the isolation or secluded ness of the area.

The Town of Nucla appreciates the Colorado State Library's submussion and the national
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

We hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our
community and others throughout Colorado. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Nucla Town Board of Trustees
Lot S T

Elizabeth Smith

Town Clerk




March 2, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr Hainer:

I am the organizational leader of the West End 4-H Livestock. On behalf of my organization, I
am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for
the Broadband Technrology Opportunities Program. I am excited about the benefits, such as new
computers for our library, that enhanced computing and Internet access at the Nucla Public
Library will bring to our community.

We live in a rural area, that is dependent on the construction and mining industries for jobs. Both
of these industries have slowed down. Causing a large amount of the area adults to be jobless.
Parents can not afford to buy a computer let along have Internet access in there homes. If they
live in the outlaying areas of Nucla, then the connectivity issues arise.

The children in our 4-H club need to use computers and the Internet to do record books, and
research animal husbandry for their informative speech. The Nucla Public Library fills that need
for these children.

If the Library had enhanced computing capability, our ¢lub could go in as a group and I could
access the Colorado State University web site and we could do our Meat Quality Assurance, and
other learning activities.

We are willing as a non-profit group to help by donating our time to further the Nucla Public
Library, in fund raising activities.

Working with Nucla Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our
community and others throughout Colorado.

The West End 4-H Livestock appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Sincerely,

Lreatt #. (b=

Danell K Carter
Organinzational Leader
West End 4-H
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West End Family Unk Center
P.0. Box 602, Nucla, CO 81424
970-864-2245
famiiyiink@@acsol.nat

February 26, 2010
Mr. Eugmne Halner, Assistant Commissioner
Coloradp State Uibrary

201 £. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

I am tha Exacutive Director at the Farmly Link Center family resource center. On behalf of my nonprofit
organization, | am writing in support of the Colorado State Ubrary’s Public Computing Center application
for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. The possibility that the Nucla Public Library will
have enhanced computing and Internet access 1o better meet the needs of this isolated population is
exciting,

Nucla Public Library is located in an Isolated area in tha southwestern part of the State thatis
economically depressed. There is a limited amount of resources available locally for those seeking jobs
or job skill training, seeking educational advancement; or health related information. At least 35% of
homes In the west end of Montrose County do not have enough income to make ends meet. About 60%
of the west end of Montrose County school students, k-8, qualify for free or reduced lunches; 45% of
those ovar 65 years live on a fixed Income that is 3t or below poverty level. Service coordinstion for the
people living here is a challenge due to travel distances (2 hours on 2-lane roads over mountainous and
canyon roads that can be rough in bad weather).

The library plays an important role in the community by having the ability to bring the outside world in
the form of higher technology to youth and adults. This population would otherwise not have access to
computers or internat to further job searches, gather health information or gain educational
opportunities. The Family Center’s mission is to give the people of our community a helping hand by
providing resources, tools and strategies to strengther families and individuals. We see the need of
people in this community as well as the lack of resources.

We ara very supportive ofthe Nuda Public Library's forward thinking In applying for this grant that will
ADA Cormnpliant work stations, laptops and computers thet will aliow the community to take advantage
of advanced technology for training and access to iInformation. The Family Unk Center will be able to
send clients to the library to use the computer work stations to do the research thay need for specific
issues. | can see the library and Family Link Center parnering to do projects that will assist the many
farmlies and seniors that we assist.

i am hopeful that you will seriously look at tha Nucla Pubiic Library's application and its huge impact on
thus isolated rural area.

sincerely,

; /
hpadly A I T
Kitie Hoerreimanpt
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West End Public School District, RE-2

PO. Box 190 » Nanurim, Colorsdo B1422 « Tc!cphcn: 970-865-2290 « Fax 970-865-2573

March 2, 2010

Eugene Hawer, Assistant Commussioner
Colorado Siate Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the supenntendent for the West End School District, Montrose County  On behalf of the
District, I am wnting in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center
application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. 1 am particularly excited
about the benefus, such as public access to technology, that enbanced computing and Internet
access at the Nucla Town Library will bring to our comumunity.

The demographics of our area include a high level of residents at or below the poverty line. The
Nucla/Natunita area is one of Colorado’s Jowest in college graduates per capita. Geographically,
the area 15 isolated, far from the telecommunicauons infrastructure of more densely populated
areas and 1s reliant for services upon a locally owned and operated service provider.

The school distnct is actively pursuing increased utilization of distance leaming programs in
order to provide students with a broad an educational expenence as possible. As the district
expands 1ts offerings both additional internet bandwidth and increased quality of service is
anticipated.

Distance learning 13 of considersble importance to the District and is highly technology
dependent. This technology dependence coupled with demographic, geographic, economic, and
cultural factors imposes significant constramts in the strategic pursuit of the District’s goal of
expanding class offenings at the high school level and college level. The District’s strategy at this
pomt 15 ope of researching alternative technologes, alternative funding and the poszibility of
pannerships with other governmental agencies and/or private sector entities.

The West End School District appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the
Nstional Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

Nan Flemenury Schont Nuch Jr./8r High School Paradox Valley Charser

$76-864-7350 $73-859-7236
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February 24, 2010
Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissionar

Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:
[ am the Director at the Crowley County Nursing Center in Ordway. Onbehal{ of my orgenization, 1 am
writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. | am particularly excited about the benefits, such as
providing better computer availability and skills education that enhanced cornputing and Internet access

4t the Combined Community Library will bring to our community.

Combiped Community Library is the only public library serving Crowley County. We are a population
with a high percentage of cldetly. The elderly often require cormputers for both business (forms, taxes,
etc.) and personal (e-mail, health care and other research) purposes. ADA compliant work stations
would be of groat benefit to the bandicapped and elderly. Laptops that could bc brought to our Center
for special training would be very bencficial.

Many of our employees could benefit from computer classes and access to internet resources as well.

Working with Corbined Community Library, a library participating m fhe Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the sighificant impact on both our commupity

and others throughout Colorado.

The Combiped Community Library appreciates the Colorsdo State Librery’s submission and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Stneerely,

P I /ﬁ/«ﬁ
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THE CHAMBER

colorado springs

March 2, 2010

Mr. Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

As the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Greater Colorado
Springs Chamber of Commerce, | am writing fo you in support of the
Colorado State Library's Public Computing Center application for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. The benefits to our
community will be immense. To provide expanded access 1o job search
information, for example, would be invaluable. Enhanced computing and
Internet access at the Pikes Peak Library District locations will bring
opportunities and success fo many individuals who are currently unable to
help themselves.

We will be working with the Pikes Peck Library Disirict, o Iib{dry
participating in the Colorado State Library proposal, to promote
awareness of this program if we are, as we hope, awarded these funds.

The Greater Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce appreciates the
Colorado State Library's submission and the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

L@QP&%«

David P. Csintyan
President and Chief Executive Officer

The Greater Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce
6 South Tejon Street, Suite 700 Colorade Springs, Colorado 80903

719-635-1551  www.ColoradoSpringsChamber.org




PARKS, RECREATION & CULTURAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Recreation Services
Colorado Springs Senior Center

CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS

March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am the Director at the Colorado Springs Senior Center. On behalf of my organization, I
am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center
application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. | am particularly
excited about the benefits, such as computer classes and public access to computers, that
enhanced computing and Internet access at the Penrose and East Branch Libraries will
bring to our community.

Due to extreme budget constraints, the Colorado Springs Community Centers will be
experiencing either closures, or limited public access. This will seriously impact the
accessibility for seniors to use computers or the internet. The Senior Center offers
computer and internet access for both classes at the center and for the public to use as
they deem necessary. The Pikes Peak Library District’s computer classes are heavily
attended by the senior population, who use the internet with increasing frequency to gain
knowledge, stay connected with family and investigate service options.

Working with the Pikes Peak Library District, a library participating in the Colorado
State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant
impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Colorado Springs Senior Center appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission
and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of
this application.

Sincerely,
Director

Colorado Springs Senior Center
1514 N. Hancock Ave. 80903

TEL 719-385-5933 * FAX 719-578-6073
1514 North Hancock Avenue * Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903




PO Box 2468, Colorado Springs, CO 80901
(719) 633-8994 www.ppcaa.org

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner March 2, 2010
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

The Pikes Peak Community Action Agency (PPCAA) is pleased to submit this letter of
support for Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. 1 am particularly excited about the
benefits that enhanced computing and Internet access in the Pikes Peak Library District
will bring to our community.

Like many cities throughout the nation, Colorado Springs is facing a budget deficit this
year and is looking at closing several community centers which will result in a loss of
several public programs. The absence of these programs would create an undesirable
burden on our community as low-income individuals remain in the “poverty cycle” which
directly contributes to higher crime rates, homelessness, unemployment, and poor health.
Self-sufficient citizens become a viable and contributing part of our community, making
the Pikes Peak region a better place for everyone to live. New computers and equipment
will give citizens the opportunity to receive support for job searching, work force
development, educational support, and access to reliable health information and e-
government websites will help to offset the loss of some of these programs which are
vital to helping people get back into the workforce and become self-sufficient.

For over 46 years, Pikes Peak Community Action Agency serves well over 18,000
citizens annually throughout El Paso County. PPCAA assists low-income individuals to
become self-sufficient which results in the development of good citizens who make
valuable contributions to our community. Empowering citizens is the greatest outcome
of our programs.

PPCAA strongly supports your favorable consideration of Colorado State Library’s
submission to the Nation Telecommunication and Information Administration.

Sincerely,
Launa Price

Laura Price
Office Manager

The Promise of Community Action: "Community Action changes people's lives, embodies the spirit of
hope, improves communities, and makes America a better place to live. We care about the entire
community and we are dedicated to helping people help themselves and each other.”




Colorado Springs

Economic Development Corporation

Creating Quality Jobs for a Quality Community Since 1971
March 2, 2010

Mr. Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

As the President and CEO of the Colorado Springs Regional Economic Development
Corporation and on behalf of our organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program. I am particularly excited about the benefits that enhanced computing and Internet
access will bring to the Pikes Peak Library District and to everyone in our community.

As we promote the quality of life in our community to businesses looking to expand, it is
important that our community have excellent educational resources available to all of our
citizens. The access to computer technologies on-site also helps to stimulate usage and assist
those who are unemployed in their job search.

We strongly endorse the application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program Pikes
Peak Library District and request your support of the proposal. This effort will have a significant
impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

Please contact me at (719) 471-8183 if you have any questions.

Président and CEO

90 S.Cascade Avenue | Suite 1050 | Colorado Springs, CO 80903
Phone: (719) 471-8183 | Fax:(719) 471-9733
www.coloradosprings.org
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F. Mike Miles
H %\RR[ SO N Superintendent of Schools

1060 Harrison Road
Colorado Springs, CO 80905-3586

March 2, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

On behalf of Harrison School District Two, | am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s
Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. |
am particularly excited about the access to laptop computers for our students. Skills in the
application and development of technology will be an expanding field over the next 30 years.
We have a successful 21% Century Curriculum Program within the district and the computing
center will create additional opportunities for our students to develop these critical skills. Our
school district represents a lower socio-economic demographic and access to these technology
resources will increase the likelihood of developing technology skills. The enhanced computing
and Internet access at the Sand Creek Branch Library in particular will benefit our students’
academic progress.

Access to technology is growing in importance for students to be able to compete in this
information age. However, with state and federal resources to schools declining, the technology
resource gap appears to be growing. Approximately 80% of our students qualify for free &
reduced lunch. Most do not have computers at home. The computing centers will expand
access for at-risks youths and provide them with opportunities many other communities or
families take for granted.

The Harrison School District has partnered with the Sand Creek Branch Library to support our
students and to provide them with a place to extend their learning. Most recently, we worked
together on the Harrison Family Reading Program to promote access to the local library. Added
technology resources will help attract even more students and families to the branch.

Working with the Sand Creek Branch Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our
community and others throughout Colorado.

Harrison School District Two appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

PNider TPl
Mike Miles

Superintendent
Harrison School District Two




Office of the President

5675 S. Academy Boulevard
Colorado Springs, CO 80906
(719) 502-2200

i www.ppcc.edu
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March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the President at Pikes Peak Community College. On behalf of my organization, 1 am
writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited about the benefits,
such as the addition of ADA compliant work stations and laptop labs that enhanced computing
and Internet access at the Penrose Library will bring to our community.

One of the four PPCC campuses is in the downtown area just next to the Penrose Library
facility. Many of the students who attend our Downtown Studio Campus do so because they
are persons with disabilities and that campus has easy access to the city bus terminal. Although
we have a computer lab at our Downtown Studio Campus, and we do have limited computers
with software designed to support those students who are blind, Deaf or have other physical
challenges, our funding to expand computer support to the disabled population we serve is
extremely limited. In fact, this year, PPCC has had to absorb a 53% reduction in our state
appropriation. As I'm sure you can imagine, cuts of this magnitude severely limit our ability to
expand computer technology to support all of our students.

At the same time that Colorado Community Colleges have been faced with unprecedented
budget cuts, our enrollments are skyrocketing. Citizens who have been laid off or downsized
are returning to college to brush up on their skills and be more marketable when the job market
becomes more favorable. These students are specifically seeking high-tech programs and access
to the latest technology. They also require more job search support. All of these are areas in
which we could partner with the Pikes Peak Library District should their grant application to
expand public computer centers be funded.




Working with the Pikes Peak Library District, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on
both our community and others throughout Colorado.

Pikes Peak Community College sincerely appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission
and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Very respectfully yours, (‘7

Anthony G. {Tony) Kinkel, Ed.D.
Presiden
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University
School of Social Work
Fort Collins, Colorado 80523-1586
Phone (970) 491-6612
Fax (970) 491-7280

Community Organizing to Reach Empowerment (CORE) Center
Colorado State University / Poudre School District

114 Bristlecone Drive

Fort Collins, Colorado 80524

(970) 484-2580

Dear Members of the Grant Review Committee,

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of support for the Poudre River Public Library District
and the Colorado State Library in their request to fund their computer literacy project. Providing
computers on-site at our Center will be an excellent complement to our programs and services,
particularly by supporting our efforts to increase access to computer-based learning opportunities and
[nternet access for youth and adults from our target communities.

The neighborhoods in the North Fort Collins community continue to be characterized as the most
“academically at-risk” because of their high rates of poverty, low educational attainment level, and
cultural and language and literacy differences. The opportunity to establish a community-based
computer lab in the CORE Center will respond to the increasing need for technology-based learning to
youth and adults who currently attend the educational programs at CORE. In addition, the new
equipment will address the digital divide for the neighborhood residents who have expressed their
interest developing computer literacy skills (identified as the top priority in a needs survey conducted
by the CORE Center in 2006). The CORE staff and community partners, including the staff from the
Poudre River Public Library, continue to recognize that technology resources remain limited for
populations characterized by poverty. With the benefit of this new computer equipment, students who
are at-risk of school failure will have convenient access to computers to become engaged in their
learning and increase their educational success.

We value the partnership that has been established between the Poudre River Public Library District
and the CORE Center, and strongly encourage your thoughtful consideration of this grant proposal.
Your grant award will provide educational and technology resources for a greatly underserved
population. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, or if you may need further
information.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Thayer, Director




309 Hickory Street
Fort Collins, CO 80524
~family Phone Number: 970.221.1615
o ta famiia Email: info@thefamilycenterfc.or

March 2, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am the program supervisor on the Board of Directors for the The Family Center/ La
Familia. On behalf of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program. 1 am particularly excited about the benefits, such as global
communication, job opportunities and basic computer skills, that enhanced computing
and Internet access at the Poudre River public library will bring to our community.

The Fort Collins community is currently facing a broad array of challenges. The recent
change in the economy has affected the economic level of many of our residence, which
in turn has created various challenges for the community and our organization.
Approximately 91% of the families we serve live below the area median income level,
and 37% live below the federal poverty level. With unemployment rates rising,
enrollment rates at The Family Center/ La Familia (TFC) have declined over the past
year. Since ongoing enrollment in our pre-school generates a significant percentage of
our revenue, the decrease in enrollment has significantly decreased our revenue stream,
thus decreased the quality of the programs and education that we strive to provide. This
happens to coincide with the time that our target population- low-income, at-risk families
with children under the age of 18 and non-English speaking families- need our support and
services the most.

The Family Center/La Familia is a high-quality, bilingual education center that
provides support, education, and information to all families who desire to improve the
quality of their lives. The Family Center seeks to strengthen and stabilize low-income,
at-risk families and non-English speaking families through the provision of support
services, coordination and collaboration with other service providers. With a decrease
in funding, these services are at risk of being lost. Currently, TFC has 5 refurbished
computers for our after school program. With very few programs installed on them,
they do not offer much more than to serve as a “typewriter” for our school ages
children. If TFC were to collaborate with our local library, we could offer many
services to our target population. With the support of a mobile technology library we
could offer help and support for people wishing to do a job search, fill out job
application, communicate free of charge to family members in other countries. We
could help students work on research papers or simply gather information on topics of
interest to them.




March 4, 2010
Page 2 of 2

TFC would like to provide a “place” to set up the computers and be accessed by our
targeted population during non business hours. The location of our center is on the north
end of town, far from any library or center with free computers. It would allow an entire
population of citizens access to the internet that may otherwise not be allowed the
opportunity due to transportation constraints or working hours. This would ultimately
result in raising the awareness and education levels of these citizens. By simply giving
them access to the World Wide Web, providing them with user-friendly tools to
maximize the use of the technology and the amount of information that is available to
them, expands their knowledge exponentially.

The Family Center/ La Familia is very excited to partner with our local library to provide
technology to families who otherwise may never have access to it. Working with The
Poudre River public library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both
our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Family Center/ La Familia appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and
the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Sincerely,

Margarita Samelson

Program supervisor, Board of Directors
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292 Wast %% Street, Pueblo, Colorade 81003 - 7198823775
February 23, 2810
Eypene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
{Uolurnds State Library
201 E, Collax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Bear M Hatngr:

The Puchle Workforee Cenfer is writing thig letter in support of theeffor! o seeure fanils for the Tolorado Siate
Library's Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. 1am particularly
excited about the henefits the mobile computer Iabs and presentation cquipment will hring 1o our community..

Puehlo is definitely feeling the atfect of the recession. Peaple have lost jobs in our community and many
discouraged job seekers simply can’t find a job at ail. 7,557 houscholds out of 41,785 in the city of Pueblo get foord stamps,
I 20% of those households there was no worker in the past 12 months {Census, 2008). Their computer skills are poor, or
annexistent. some cannot read well coough to find work (the graduation rate in Dhiatrict 68 15 only 88%, 50 32% ave nut
gradoating here) Most have no aceess to up-to=daie computers at home, S0 they must come o the Ubravy or o uso
seareh for work, create spplications, apply for uneamployment Bentfits, ail these thines people who can afford home
computers and the Internet take for granted. Others may not speak English well (16% of families speak a language othier
than English at home, Census, 2008), have disabilities or learning problems, need fo complete a GED or bevome 4 s
vitizen before they ure emiplovable

The Libraries have been working with us to address the needs of the unemployed or anderemploved for yuile
come time, In fact the Puchlo Chicftain wrote an article about our parinership sabtitled “The foeal Bbriry and Pueblo
Workforce avency have made it casier to look for a job™ (4/24/08). A Workforce regional divector, visiting Pueblo, called
the partuership a “model” for other libraries and Workforce centers sround the siate. Basically, we treal the Huavy av g
“hranch” for our clients that is open when we are not, chiefly evenings and weekends. We sapply weekly iob lotings and
information on our programs and the Hbrary supplies public access computers, inks ta our sifice and job sites on their
Webpaue, and librartans who provide “Find Work @ Your Eibrary™ tours,

With the new labs, we could perhaps expand vur partaership. Classes that are taught here af our building coulid
be rvepeated at the libraries, for instance. With these mobile computing labs, the partnering prospects between us are
greatly improved. 1 should note that the libravies have partnered with our sister agencies for years. TANF recipients met
inthe library for over a year when their building was damaged. Rocky Muouatain SER teens have helped out in their Teen
Central urea repeatedly and thus been given a job and job training. Clearly supporting our libraries i3 sunporting the
people of Pueblo, and we are ready to help, by working with the Hibearien Last vear aimost 1000008 people wisited the
library. Many of them are purclicnts

Waorking with the Rawlings and Barkman Libraries, Bbrarics participating in the Colorade State Library
proposal; we hope we are awarded these funds bevanse of the sionificant #npact on both opr community and oihers
throughout Colorado.

Puehlo Workforce Center appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National Telecommunientions and
Informiation Administration’s consideration of this application.

John Martinez,
Puehlo Workioree Center, Dirpetor
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The needs in Pueblo are great right now. Drop-out rates are high (only 68% of our
students graduate). Teen pregnancy rates are exceeded only by those of the poorest
neighborhoods in Denver. A teenage girl has a baby every day in Pueblo (Pueblo
Chieftain, 12/28/2009). Many of our residents have no computer skills or access to up-fo-
date computers. Many of our seniors are also responsible for prmi&ing for their families,
including grandchildren, and 76% live in poverty. Almost 30% of houscholds with small
children live at or below poverty level. In 27% of the households, no one has worked in
over 12 months. One in six households in Pueblo receive food stamps (Pueblo Chiefiain,
12/27/09). Sixteen percent of our people speak English “less than well,” with Spanish
being the main language spoken at home. Almost 40% of our city is Hispanic. Over 3,000
people cannot get a job because they are not US citizens yet. Some have disabilities
which require ADA compliant computers, something the Barkman Library does not have
but which would make a real difference.

Our lbraries have been working to help address the needs of these families for some
time. They have hosted citizenship classes, ESL classes. GED classes, Spanish computer
classes and several in English each month. They provide many public access computers.
Eiﬂ&}rmmﬂeiv they have no computer “classrooms,” so we are happy to hear about the
possibility of their receiving mobile computer labs. What a boon for our entire
community. ﬁais equipment would make a big difference in how many people we can

help.

PUEBLD COUNTY CQQW?“C? I5E
ZIEW HITH 8T, PUEBLG, COD 81003-2882
{718 583~ ]
FAX: {718} BB3-65




Ihe Roard of Pueblo County Commissioners appreciates the Colorado State Library’s
submission and the Nationa! Telecommunications and Information Administration’s
consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

The Board of Pueblo County Commpissioners
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The Center for Disabilities
1304 Berkely Ave., Pueblo, CO 81004
PH 719.546.127FAX 719.546.1374 TTY 719.546.1867

Center For Disabilities

Wednesday, February 17, 2010

Dear BTOP Proposal Reviewer,

This is a letter of support for the Colorado State Library's grant proposal for
Public Computing Centers in Colorado libraries.

The Colorado State Library (CSL) grant proposal includes the acquisition of
ADA public work stations at each participating library. This inclusion of
hardware and software to meet the needs of the blind, vision impaired and
physically disabled is vital to serving the needs of this large and often
underserved population.

Our agency, The Center for Disabilities provides training and support for
those with disabilities in Colorado. The addition of ADA work stations in
public libraries will greatly augment the services and training we provide to
our clientele. It is of particular value in outlying and rural communities
where Information Access is severely limited for most of our consumers.

The Center has also identified the need for such ADA work stations in our
analysis of the small communities we serve. One of the training
opportunities we offer is an Introduction to MS Word, Internet and email for
our visually impaired consumers. The application of these grant funds by
CSL would be invaluable as a support for us in our mission of Independent
Living for persons with disabilities.

The Center for Disabilities has reviewed and provided input into the
components of these work stations that the CSL intends to place in the
libraries.

We believe the specific components are standard solutions which would
meet the needs of many Colorado's residents with disabilities. Because
many of our consumers are unable to afford computers, the addition




equipment and assistive software at home, we look forward to sending them
to the public library as an option during and after their work with us.

Having these ADA workstations will significantly increase the libraries'
ability to provide the ADA community with both informal access to
computers and the Intranet as well as with the formal training and
computer support which is also a part of this grant application.

We offer our solid support for, and belief in the success of this proposal.
This is an excellent forum for collaborative efforts of like-minded service
agencies and organizations. It is the opportunity for interagency support in
quality and quantity of service delivery.

The Center for Disabilities facilitates 7 Outreach support groups in SE
Colorado; currently meeting the needs of approximately 100 consumers
through these groups’ activities and services. We are always seeking means
for providing maximum service through partnering with other agencies and
organizations.

We are enthusiastic and dedicated in our support of the Colorado State
Library in seeking these funds for ADA workstations in the public libraries.

Thank you,

Deborah Houchin: Case Manager/OIB Specialist

The Center for Disabilities
1304 Berkley Ave.

Pueblo, CO 81004
719-546-1271
deborah.houchin@yahoo.com




Lawrenses W, Alencie : : - Leroy Lareis
¢
i

resident - : {hyis Kaetman
: Steve Mawrorkd

Hay Agutlera Yerg Owfeson
Vhog-President fudy Woonver

Oty of Pacbin

OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Eunene Hainer, Agsistant Commissionar
o ¥ 3 S om,
Colorado Siate

We, the City Council Members of Pueblo, Colorado, are writing in support of the Colorado Siate
Library's Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program. We are particularly excited about the benefits the mobile computer labs and
sresentation equipment will bring to our community, greatly enhancing computing and Intemet
access at the Rawlings and Barkman branches of the Pueblo CHt -County Library District, as
well as that of parinering organizations throughout Pueblo.

The needs in Pusblo are great right now. Drop-out rates are high {only £58% of our studenis
graduate). Teen pregnancy rates are exceedad only by those of the poorast neighborhoods in
Denver. A teenage girl has a baby every day in Pueblo (Fueblo Chieftain, 12/28/2008). Many
of cur residents have no computer skills or access to up-to-date computers., Many of our
seniors are also responsible for providing for their families, Including grandchiidren, and 76%
live in poverty. Almost 30% of households with small children live at or below poverty level in
279 of the househalds, no one has worked in over 12 months. Onein six households in Pueblo
receive food stamps {Pueblo Chieftain, 12/27/09). Sixteen percent of our people speak English
“leas than well,” with Spanish being the main language spoken at home. Almost 40% of our city
is Hispanic. Over 3,000 people cannot get a job because they are not U.S. citizens yet. Some
have disabilities which require ADA compliant computers. The Barkman Library does not have
these accommodations, and this wouid make a real difference.

Our libraries have been working to help address the needs of these families for some time.
They have hosted citizenship classes, ESL classes, GED classes, Spanish computer classes,
and several in English each month. They provide many public access computers.
Unfortunately, they have no computer ‘classrooms,” so we are happy to hear about the
possibility of their receiving mobile computer labs. What a boon for our entire community, This
equipment would make a big difference in how many people we can help.

One City Hall Place  Pueblo, Colorado 81003 {(719) 5533685 FAX (719)553-2698 www.pueblo.us
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February 26, 2010

?‘v’%r Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorade State Library

201 k. Colfax, Denver Co, 8020
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This is 2 base for maws lients who need o gain access o these technologies in order to complete
their goals of self-sufficiency through technology. é’v:: our local community gains more access o
these resources E;mamé the services we can offer especially, to those most at risk and economi-
cally cﬁé&aﬁvar&é&g%é It is in this capacity that we pledge our support to the Pueblo Library in the
hope that they receive some of the economic stimulus money allotted by the current admin nistration
The El Pueblo Learning & Technology Services supports this BTOP Grant proposal for funding. As
a partner in this new endeavor we have the opportunity to reach many thousands of Puebloans who
do not have access to Broadband Technology through computer centers, mobile labs and other
technology based resources. |f we are going to compete in a global economy we have to ensure
that all of our citizens have access to the latest technology available

This grant gives our local Library the ability to reach out to many who currently do have these most
important assets. Recognizing that programs alone cannot solve all problems, this BTOP Grant
brings together our agency with other partners to address community needs. Thank you in advance
for your careful consideration of this proposal. Pueblo is a community where collaborations arg im-
portant and approval of this grant will make a significant impact in our serving those in need.
Respectfully, /

Will Carrero
Project Director,
£l Pueblo Learning & Technology Services Inc.
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main language spoken at home. Almos 2453&9 of our city is Hispanic. Over 3,000 people cannot

get a job because they are not US citizens yei. Some have disabilities which reguire ADA complis
computers, something the Barkman i,ibmr}' dm:s; not have but which would make a real difference.

The Libraries have been working with us to address the ne .ods of these families for some time. They have
hosted citizenship classes, ESL classes, GED classes, M;mmxl computer classes and several in Fnglish
ch month. Last year we were able to attend a U raining session on two of the best databases, Heritage

Ouest and Ancestry.com. By having more computers we m% he able to do hands-on training. Most of our

members are %lz:ﬂii?r;s s the public access compuiers are already being used by our members
U

fortunately, up until now, they have had no computer “classrooms,” so we were happy 1o hear about

the possibility of their receiving mobile computer labs. What a boon for our entire community. This
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1 am Phyllis M. Duran, President of LULAC Council 3043, in Pueblo, Colorado. On
behalf of my organization, | am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public
Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. |
am particularly excited about the benefits the mobile computer labs and presentation
equipment will bring to our community, greatly enhancing computing and internet access
at the Rawlings and Barkman branches of the Pueblo City-County Library District, as
well as that of partnering organizations throughout Pueblo.

The needs of Pueblo’s people are great right now. Drop-out rates are high (only 68% of
our students graduate). Teen pregnancy rates are exceeded only by those of the poorest
neighborhoods in Denver. A teenage girl has a baby every day in Pueblo (Pueblo
Chiefiain, 12/28/2009). Many of our residents have no computer skills or access to up-to-
date computers. Many of our seniors are also responsible for providing for their families,
including grandchildren (2,557 of them, Census 2008), and 76% of them live in poverty.
Almost 30% of households with small children live at or below poverty level. In 27% of
the households, no one has worked in over 12 months. One in six households in Pueblo
receive food stamps (Puceblo Chieftain, 12/27/09). Sixteen percent of our people speak
English “less than well,” with Spanish being the main language spoken at home. Almost
40% of our city is Hispanic. Over 3,000 people cannot get a job because they are not US
citizens vel. Some have disabilities which require ADA compliant computers, something
the Barkman Library does not have but which would make a real difference.

The Libraries have been working with us to address the needs of these families for some
time. They have hosted citizenship classes, ESL classes, GED classes. Spanish computer
classes and several in English each month. They have over many public access computers
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“olassrooms.” 50 we were happy to hear about the possibility of thet ,
computer labs. What a boon for our entire community. This equipment would make a big
difference in how many people we can help and the trainings we could do for our
volunieers and clients. The libraries already take hooks out to the people through thelr
Rooks ala Carte and Books in the Park programs. Outreach, especially to the poor or 1©
our large Hispanic comumunity, is a way of life to them. Only think what could they do
with computers for these people as ell?

Working with the Rawlings and Barkman Libraries, libraries participating in the
Colorado State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the
significant impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado.
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the President Community College

March 2, 2010

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pueblo Community College’s (PCC) serves an area that encompasses the Colorado counties of Pueblo,
Fremont, Custer, Montezuma, Dolores, La Plata, Archuleta, and San Juan. These eight counties are in a
service area with a predominately fow population, (2008 figures for : Archuleta 12,684; Dolores 1,986;
La Plata 50,482; Montezuma 25,384; 5an Juan 552; Fremont 47, 283; Custer 3,999, and Pueblo 156,737)
and four cities of considerable size: Pueblo, Durango, Canon City, and Cortez. U. 5. Census Bureau State
& County Quick Facts, accessed 1 February 2010, indicate smaller population areas can mean lower per
capita income. Thisis the case in these counties. For some counties the population is 2.4 persons per
square mile. As a result, most of the 17 libraries are unable to provide robust computer access for their
citizens (see Attachment 1). These Colorado counties have demographics that include high percentages
of high school drop outs, low income residents, and minority populations.

All future college students living in rural areas need access to up-to-date information to make informed
decisions regarding which institutions of higher education to attend, what courses of study are available,
and types of classes offered online, through hybrid formats require in-class attendance. Rural citizens
need internet access to apply for college, have web based advising sessions, and even register for
classes. Financial Aid and scholarship applications are online and require reliable high speed internet
connectivity. In addition to the pre-college internet services and necessary for a student to apply and
register for college classes, rural county students also need reliable high speed access to online and
hybrid courses. PCC online courses require students to access online instruction, view video clips, use
online chat rooms, take online exams, and use other high tech supplements. Student retention in
distance education classes can be positively impacted with student engagement through use of wikis,
blogs, podcasts, and social networking sites. Students benefit from interactive experiences that simulate
real-world situations. These technologies mirror the in-class experiences and would give rural students
the same educational advantage. Broadband access is important in student use of many online course
supplements. Rural college students are at a disadvantage without this access.

PLC students need access 1o the state data bases offered through PCC and their state and Jocal libraries.
he Colorado State Library (C5L) plan would address this access. PCC students who have computers and
high speed internet services at home would have a back-up learning environment at lacal public libraries

if their computers and/or internet services went down. This access would allow people to complete
oniine employment applications, apply for Colorado government resources and services, create digitaily

Qi%é%iiii ia%ﬁgﬁiﬁ Southwest Colorado Community College Fremont Campus

SO0 W LUrman Ave. 701 Camino del Rio | Durango, CO B1307 51320 W, Hwy, 50

Pueblo, CO 81004 970.247.2929 Canon City, CO 81212
719.549.3200 33057 Hwy. 160 | Mancos, O 81328 ??E:EL;’E 5100 o

§70.565.7496




hased resumes, and access Colorado employee web-based insurance applications and other internet
exclusive access. In addition to the Pueblo Metropotlitan Statistical area, PCC also serves:

s Southwest Colorado Community College {a division of Pueblo Community College) serves a five-
county region in the Four Corners area with more than ten separate cities and towns, The
reality is that the small branch campuses in the region cannot handle the access needs of
students alone. SCCC relies on the public libraries throughout the region to offer students an
aption for internet access for education. For example, the computer tabs at the East Campus in
Durango has only 24 computers available for student use, yet over 450 students are enrolled at
that location. There is no space in the facility to add another lab even if the machines were
available. In addition, utilizing the computers at public libraries throughout the region can save
students significant amounts of driving time, as many students must trave! more than an hour to
reach one of the PCC campuses. Most area towns have small public libraries that offer services
to local residents, and in some cases, these libraries are one of the few connections to places
beyond the immediate community. For example, Silverton public Library serves a population of
548 residents in the remote town; however, the annual circulation of materials is approximately
36,000 items, or approximately 65 items per resident per year. In this location, internet
accesses to education maybe the only option for students during a significant portion of the
year.

e PCC's Fremont Campus serves a two-county region in which Canon City is the largest
municipality. Part of PCC’s mission, specifically through outreach at our branch campuses, is to
provide access to higher education opportunities to underserved populations. The Fremont
Campus currently serves about 800 students. Although the campus is located in Canon City,
many of the students reside in rural, non-incorporated areas or small town, which do not have
public library computer labs.

Eor these reasons, PCC fully supports the CSL Plan to increase accessibility and Bandwidth to rural public
libraries. Increased access o broadband internet in remote rural areas would help to better serve PCC
students and will help provide increased access to education as many services, courses, and programs
are increasingly available through the internet. Addition of mobile computer labs would be especially
useful to the communities that PCC serves, reducing hours of driving (one gravel mountainous roads) for
many individuals accessing computer labs at campuses, or the public libraries.

Collaborations have a strong place in the communities PCC serves. We know that working together
allows for a better use of resources versus doing it alone. PCC supports this effort to reduce the digital
divide that occurs in rural areas of Colorado and in our service area counties.

Sincerely,

Cliff Richardson, Interim President
pueblo Community College



SBDC Bubcenters

San Luds Valley SBDC
715875151

03.441-1475

oiorade Springs SBOC
719623844

Dyemver Pewrs SBOC
I03.A20-8074

Durango SBDC
G70-247-700%

Fe. Collins SBDC
970.498.929%

Fr. Morgan 3B0C
970-542-3263

Glesnwood Springs S80C
970.384.8522

Grand function SBDC
702435242

Grasley SBDC
G753-352-2661

La jurea SBDC
719-384-695%

i skewood SRDC
032335555 ¢ 1202

Southern Colorado
SBDC
T19.549.3224

South Metro SBDC
303-548-5300

Westiinster S80C
303-460-1032

Zputhern Colorado Small Business Developrent Center

st Puebic Community Uollege

Main office: 200 W, Orman Ave, ABZID, Pueblo, 10 Bidb4
7195493224 office 719-54%-3461 fax

Febroary 25, 2010
Eugene Hamer, A58
Colorado State Library
11 B Coliex Avenue
Yenver, CO 80203
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SCSBDC appreciates the Colorado State Library's submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this apphicalion.

Sincerely,

Caroline Parra
Southern Colorado SBDC Dirsctor
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4 March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

[ am writing to express to you Commerce City's support of the expansion of computing
capabilities for the Commerce City Library, a branch of the Rangeview Library District
(RLD). As well as our enthusiasm in the prospect of RLD’s participation in the Colorado
State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program which will almost double the computing capacity for the
Commerce City branch of the Library.

The Commerce City Library is a key asset in our community providing access to public
computers, computer training, assistance in job searches, as well as support for families
and children among other invaluable services. The Commerce City Library provided
computers for over forty-seven thousand people in 2009, which is nearly a 100% increase
in computer use from 2008. With the additional twelve laptops requested for the library
through this grant, RLD will be able to meet the increase in demand by expanding
computer access for our commanity.

In addition, RLD is currently undergoing a renovation, which we believe will add value to
our City as a key urban development project. In order to maintain continuity of access to
library services during the renovation, the City of Commerce City is partnering with RLD
to ensure transitional library services from the City’s Derby Resource Center. This
partnership is based on the principle that our citizens depend upon access to computers
that the library provides. And, a large portion of our population has no other access to
public computing for information, job search, and electronic communication.

In short, we are thrilled to continue to partmer with RLD in improving the lives of
Commerce City residents; and fully support their application to the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program. Please do no hesitate to contact me should be
further assistance in securing an award for RDL.

Paul Natale

Mayor
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March 2, 2010

Fugene Hainer, Assistant Comrissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenug

Denver, CO. 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

As Larimer County Commissioners, we are writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s
Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.
We are particularly excited about the enhanced computing, Internet access and capability this
grant program will offer to Red Feather Lakes Community Library and the Red Feather Lakes
residents.

It is our understanding that if these funds are awarded © the Red Feather Lakes Community
Library, the extra computers, equipment, support and training provided will increase public
computer access for area residents. This grant will also allow the Red Feather Takes
Commurity Library to have a fully compliant ADA computer station, along with computer
screen magnification for low vision pairons.

The Red Feather Lakes Community Library is in an ideal location to be the information and
technology hub for the Red Feather Lakes area. It also plans to work in close partnership with
Red Feather Lakes Elementary School, Red Feather Mediecal Clinic end Red Feather Volunteer
Fire Department to meet the needs of s residents.

The program will have a significant impact oo Red Feather Lalces and the surrounding area. The
Larimer County Commissioners on behalf of Red Feather Lakes appreciate the Colorado Staw
Library’s submission and the Nationa! Telecomimunications and Information Adpnistration’s
considerarion of this application.

Sincerely,

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIGNERS

Gt ( o,

Lew Gaiter 11

.
™

Steve Jolnson Tom Doncelly
Chair Commissioner Cormrissionar

&} opinTED ON RECYDLED PAPER
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February 25, 2010

Re: Red Feather Takes Library grant request

] am wriling this in support of the Red Feather Lakes Library's endeavor to increase the scope of their
computer facilities for our community. As an officer and a fire fighter in the volunteer Fire Department
here in Red Feather, I am very much aware of the impact that this incrcased connectivity could bring to
operations and training in an isolated rural community such as ours.

Their expanded computer lab could help us improve our training programs by allowing our Department
better access to online webinars & training programs. We currently use a State approved interactive
computer program to train our new fire fighters in the $130, 5190 curriculum and have occasionally
run into problems with individuals having limited or no access to computers. The library's new
facilities could eliminate that problem.

It could also be of benefit during area emergencies. Red Feather Lake's Commumty Wildfire
Prolection Plan designates the village area as a potential Command Center and as such would need to
provide facilities for local, County, State and Federal inter-agency communications. The increased
computer access could be a huge asset 1t such a situation.

It is our opinion that an expansion of the Public Computer Center at the Red Feather Lakes Library will
not only support the informational & education needs of our little community, but it's emergency

preparedness as well.

Sincerely.

Steve Hobinson
Chgef

Red Feather Lakes Volunteer Fire Department
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Furene Hainer, Assistan: Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, UO. 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

As a physician with Miramont Family Medicine of Red Feather Lakes, 1 am writing in support of the
Colerado State Library’s Public Compuring Center application for the Broadband {ec,rmcnogy
Opportunities Program. 1 am particularly excited about the enhanced computing and Internet access
and capabiiity this grant program wil! offer to Red Feather Lakes Community Library ané the Red
Feather Lakes residents.

It is my understanding that if these funds are awarded to the Red Feather Lakes Community Library,

the extra computers, equipment, support and traiming provided will increase public computer access for
area residents. This grant will also allow the Red Feather Lakes Community Library to have a fully
compliant ADA computer station, along with computer screen magnification for low vision patrons,
which IS a great aid to many of our patients. A mobile faptop lab that can be used at the library or at
mndividual agencies, such as the medical clinic, 1s another valuable portien of this grant that wil. benefit
our arez residents. Since Red Feather Lakes is a rural mountain village, it would be a grest advantage
to our paticats to have aceess to accurate and mhabl > medical research and informaticn that this grant
opportunily will provide with improved public access computers for our local, pablic Hbrary

I hope that the Red Feather Lakes Commumty Library is awarded these funds since it will have such a
significant m‘pact on Red Feather Lakes and the :,ufr()unulllé, area. The Miramont Family Medicine of
d Feather [Lakes appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the Wational
S a

l Iunm municaton 1d Intormation Adminisiration’s consideration of this application.
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February 26, 2010

Fugene Hatrer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorade State Library
L'}‘ . Colifax Avenue

ver, CO, 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer.

[

As chairperson of the Red Feather Lakes Planning Advisory Committee (PAC), [ am writing in support
of the Colorado Stare Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Breadband Technology
Opportunities Program. [ am particularly excited about the enhanced computing and Internet access
and capability this grant program will offer to Red Feather Lakes Community Library and the Red
Feather Lakes residents.

Thre Red Feather Lakes PAC was established and appointed by the Larimer County Commissioners o
provide a community forum and communication link to the Commissioners to promote the well being
and vitality of the Red Feather Lakes community. As chairperson of the Red Feather Lakes PAC 118
my understanding that if these funds are awarded 1o the Red Feather Lakes Community Library, the
extra computers, equipment, support and training provided will increase public computer access for
area residents. This grant will also allow the Red Feather [ akes Community Library to have a fully
compliant ADA computer station, along with computer screen magnification for low vision patrons. A
mobile laprop lab that can be used at the library or at individual agencies and locations is another
valuable portion of this grant that will benefit our area residents.

Red Feather [akes is an unincorporated village located approximately 45 miles northwest of Fort
Collins. The village is a geographically 1solated, rural mountain community adjacent to Roosevelt
National Forest. Red Feather Lakes and the surrounding arca has a number of businesses, restauran’s,
real estate companies, a volunteer fire Cepartment, a part-time medical clinic . residential areas and a
small public library. The Red Feather Lakes Community Library is in a central, idea: location 1o meet
the technical and informarional needs of the residents of Red Feather Lakes. The library also plans o
work in close partnership with Red Feather Lakes Elementary School, Red Feather Medical Clinic and
ther Volunteer Tire Department.

I P lRagibhes | ales Cammipnity 13 - ’mf,w, A rhaes Frpmode ot oy
the Red Feather Lakes Community Library is awarded these funds since it will have such &

n Red Feather Lakes and the surroundin g e, "ﬁ:e, ' akes Planning

3 : iIf of Red Feather Lakes appreciates the Co Library’s
submission and the National Telecommunications and Information »xjmt i\) -”af;m:’,:: consideration of

this d;r"ca"wm
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Judy Viola
Red Feather Lakes Community Library
Red Feather Lakes, CO 80545

To Whom It May Concern,

| am writing this letter of support for the Red Feather Lakes Community Library to
secure funding for new technology and training.

For a local school to be successful it must have the support of its local library. We are
very fortunate to have that support in Red Feather Lakes. If the library were to receive
this grant it would open many mere wonderful opportunities not only for our families but
other community members as well. As we prepare students for the 21 * century with the
skills and knowledge to be successful, it is paramount that the library be able to support
this endeavor. With the possibility of Red Feather Lakes Library obtaining new
technology and support many more pathways can be reached by our families in the
pursuit of learning and education. We could have a very powerful partnership in the
community to support everyone and their learning.

The Red Feather Lakes library has always been a valued commodity in the area. With
this opportunity on the horizon it can truly become a leader in the community with these
new advancements in technology and training. It is my hope that your committee will
strongly consider Red Feather Lakes Community Library for this opportunity.

Singerely, -

7{/9&,}" 7 ,,,fiif—;"

Patrick Kind
Red Feather Lakes Elementary Principal
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Fugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State library

201 €. Colfax avenue

Denver, Co B0203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the owner of Chris' Computer Connection here in Rocky Ford, Colorado. oOn behalf
of my business, I am writing in support of the Colorado State L{brary's Public

Computing Center application for tﬁe groadband Technology Opporunities Program. I am
particularly exicted about the benefits, such as the computing systems for the blind
and audio impaired, that would provide an enhanced computing and internet experience

at the Rocky Ford Library.

Mmany of our citizens struggle with finanical needs as well as those with physical
disabilties. These financial barriers make 1t incredibly difficulr for those with
physcial impairments to gain access to websites that c0u¥d help them with their
daily needs. During the recent economic decline, transporation between Rocky Ford
and ta Junta, where the Community CoTTe?e and Hosptial are located, was terminated.
This has left many of our citizens, including the elderly, without access to thes
resources these facilities provide.

our anl at Computer Connection is to help bring people closer to these technoligies
in whatever way possible. I have had several customers with physical and mental
impairments utilize various resources that I can help provide to them, such as voice
recognition software, web cameras for sign language and track ball mice for those
without full hand mobility.

Today's vision of a Public Library has dramatically changed throughout the years,
but unfortunately in small communites they often fall years behing larger citvies in
the ways of technology. we hope we can help all of our citizens, those with and
without disabilities, gain access to information such as health information,
employment opportunities, higher education and unlimited information resources.

working with the Rock{ Ford pPublic tLibrary, a library participating in the colurado
State tibrary Proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the
significant impact on both our ccmmunitz and others throughout Colorado. we
appreciate your time and attention in this matter jinvolving our friends and
neighbors in Rocky Ford and would hope you would consider this application,

/S'ﬁ y, W
{Fris will T

Owner, Chris’ Computer Connection

Fage 1
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
John Knapp, President
Debbie Caldwell, Vice President
Teri Jurney, Secretary
Darren Garcia, Treasurer
Robin Reed, Director

Fugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am the superintendent of the Rocky Ford School District. On behalf of my organization, I am
writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. [ am particularly excited about the benefits that
enhanced computing and Internet access at the Rocky Ford Public Library will bring to our
community.

Our community is challenged due to the low socio-economic status of many families, 75% of our
students qualify for free or reduced lunches. The District’s assessed valuation is also low, making
it difficult to pass a mill levy override or a bond issue. This, naturally, applies to the City of Rocky
Ford as well.

Our goal is to educate all students so they can be successful in whatever post secondary experience
they choose. Recently, the District received Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
funds which we used to purchase technology equipment for our classrooms and teachers. This will
enable students to be better prepared.

Students still will benefit from having access to computers outside of school hours. Thus, if the
local library is better equipped, our students could complete homework assignments and research
using the libraries’ computers. Many students already take advantage of the computers at the
public library.

Working with Rocky Ford Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our
community and others throughout Colorado.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
Nancy Paulson Aschermann, Superintendent
601 South 8% Strest
Excellence through literacy . . . One student at a time. Rocky Ford, CO. 81067
719-254-7423 phone
719-254-7425 fax
nancy.paulson@rockyford.k12.co.us




The Rocky Ford School District appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

SR o i
JAREL LA 5
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Nancy Aschermann

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
Nancy Paulson Aschermann, Superintendent
601 South 8 Street
Excellence through literacy . . . One student at a time. Rocky Ford, CO. 81067
719-254-7423 phone
719-254-7425 fax
nancy.paulson@rockyford.k12.co.us







Tri-County Family Care Center
512 % N. Main Street
Rocky Ford, CO 81067
Ph: 719-254-7776 Fax: 719-254-7778

866,993,776 Enni
{ricountysdai@hotmail com “‘f EE' n? #E%cgns

www.iricountyfamilycarecenter.org
March 2, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E, Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

1 am the Executive Director at Tti-County Family Care Center. On behalf of my organization, I am writing in support of the
Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. Tam
particularly excited about the benefits the enhanced computing and Internet access the Rocky Ford Public Library will bring to
our area. This would include having laptops on hand to use with 1-on-1 budgeting, job searches, access to reliable health care
and educational support, The library will also become ADA compliant.

Description of Community Needs:
Our main focus is on low income families, single & teen parents, and other at-risk families. As indicated by the statistics

available, our rural ares is economically disadvantaged.
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Fanlies 2004 ‘ Families 2008 Edutatlon Language Dlablilties

Colorado QuickFacts 2000 US Census Bureau Cansus shows tha petcent of those with no diploma,
shows the percent of famiiies living below poverty persons who spaak other than English st home
estimates in 2004 and 2008 and thoas over § years with a disabllity

How we address heeds:

We offer the “Wants vs Needs, Making the Right Choice” class to clients we assist with utilities, rent, etc. Helping clients with
budgeting is much casier on a computer, We can have the form set and they can use it each payday to keep their budget on
track, using a jump drive. Many of our clients do not own or have access to a computer. Having computers at a central
location will give them the chance to stay on track. Also possibly having mini classes about different software would be
beneficial.

The Community Hub:

Many in the community use the few computers at the library. If there were more computers, we conld do more intense
budgeting with severat families at once. Being able to check personal e-mail for job notifications would possibly help with the
unemployment problem. The computers will give the community a quick and easy way to find up-to-date facts about health;
give students the opportunity to get homework finished on time; and the community to become more computer literate.

We would like to see mini-classes on MS Word, Excel, using the Internet safely, etc. Tri-County Family Care Center would
help to set up the trainings and find presenters for classes, as needed.

The Rocky Ford Public Library is participating in the Colorado Siate Library proposal, We hope they are awarded these fands,
because of the significant impact on both our community and others, throughout Colorado.

Tri-Connty Family Care Center, Inc. apprectates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National Telecommunication
and Information Administration’s consideration of the application,

Sincerely, 14

£ N £
Sanad NHL
Sarah Dillon

Executive Director
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March 2, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Comnussioner
Colorado State Liibrary

201 E Colfax Ave

Denver CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

Yamthe Manager of the Silverton Area Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Cenfer. On behalf of
the Chamber Board of Directors, Fwriteto you insupport of the Colorade State Library’s Public
Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. Having
additional computers and software at the Silverton Public Library would be an important
contribution to our smatll isolated compinnity in Stlverton,

Many members of the Silverton community find themselves vriable to have theirown internet
access, vet have the need to communicate via this medivm. Most have only seasonal employment
and need the internet-not only during their unemplovient, but yvear-round. I address this frommy
own recent experience of unemployment. I'was most grateful fo be able to use the library during
that time. 1 know others are-grateful as well

The Chamber receives requests for both employment and housing needs. The library is a referral
for these needs.

Knowing already the importance of the library for computer needs in the community, we
wholeheartedly support upgrading the computers for those needing o use them. We are blessed to
have Jackie Kerwin as our librarian, given her ongoing assistance to the conynunity. Tean
personally attest to all she has done to make sure all of us have access to the internet.

The Chamber hopes that the Silverton Library is awarded the requested funds to help our
community. Thank vou for making this submission to the National Telecommunications and
Teformation Administration,

Sinecerely,

l(w””\} 7 o :{3 .
/s o o

Rose Raab

Manager

The Heart of the IHigh Country ;
442 Opeent Strest = PO Bowa65 = Silverton, Colorado 51433
1-8004752-4484 tollfies » 9703878054 pﬁ » 0708870888 1%
wwwsibvertoncolovadocom
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Eugene Haiper, Assistant Commiissioner
 Colorado State Library
 201E Colfax Avenue
| Besver €O '3{}:203

Dear Mr. Héé;}&s,

lama C%ﬁ?.éﬂ of Siiverton Colorado, and a patron our excellent Silverton Public Library. On behalf of the
general citizenry of our small town, | encourage you o Ssupport the Library’s request for funding finthe
Colorado State z;brary s Public Computing Center application for Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program. We are p@eased 10 have the Opportunity o enharzce computing and Internet access locally in
our gwniibrary.

Asanisolated communily Eccated deep in the San juan Mountains, the citizenry is physically cut off from
information and oppc}rmmtzes available elsewhere in the state and nation. Presently, the School offers
the only technology network in the community {outdated T1 frame relay from QWEST} It is estimated
thatonly 25% Qf the resident population may have access to computers.

Centra!ly located within the community, our Library is now a natural gathering spot for education, social,
and cultural r’;etworkmg The addition of expanded technology equipment and access will greatly
increase the utilization of the Library as the one stop shop or hub for innovati jon/technology for all ages.
The new computers/equipment proposed for the Library will enhance job searches, health
investigations, government information, d|$tance tearning, and research ingeneral.

| ‘appreciate your consideration of this apphcatzaﬂ 1o Assist a small, mountain community currently
upderserved in the technological realm. A positive award will provide a tremendous impact 1o the
quality of life, education, and general well-being of this citizenry.

Respectfully submitted,

/i .
Lodu !fkﬁ Jlrins
Susdn R. Morris
1846 Greene Street
Silverton, CO 81433




SAN JUAN DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION

Eranumic, Housing and Comrounity Development for San Juan Courty, CO

March 2, 2010

FEugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear My Hatner:

[ am the Executive Director of the San Juan Development Association, San Juan County’s economic
development organization. On behalf of my organization, T am writing in support of the Colorado Public

[ ibrary’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. 1
am excited about the benefits enhanced computing and Internet access will bring to the Silverton
community through the Silverton Public Library.

San Juan County is among the smallest and poorest communities in the State, and because many families
do not have a computer or Internet access at home, the Silverton Public Library’s computers are greatly
atilized. As a result, the Silverton Public Library is already a very important community hub.

In my role as an economic developet, we frequently refer clients to the Silverton Public Library for the
computing resources they need to draft business plans, do market rescarch, and complete tasks needed in
order to apply for loans through our organization. However, the Library’s computing resources are several
vears old, are too few to meet demand. Our clicnts and other community members would be able to work
much more efficiently and with less frustration with access to newer and more computers that this grant
will provide,

The San Juan Development Association appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

Kimberly Buck, M.L.S.
Executive Director

San Juan Develjopment Association
Evat Mfies Rew 7970 Biverinn COPRTERNE
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Mareh 4, 2010

Bugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 8. Collux Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Re: Silverton Fublie Library NTIA Grant

Dear Mr Haingr,

T am writing you on behalf of the Town of Silverton in support of our public libracy’s pursuit of
grant funding under the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program in order {o upgrade ifs
increasingly insufficient and outdated Computer Center 1esources.

As a community with a strong entrepreneurial spirit and high ambitions for itself - but
technologically and geographically isolated in many ways — the community benefits served by
our Town’s only full-time poblic IT facility cannot be overstated. Though the hibravy is blessed
with excellent T-1 and wircless connectivity, both the software and hardware resources that
utilize these connections are in significant need of expansion and fmprovement i order to realize
the facility’s full potential.

The libiary itself is an extraordinary public space that is utilized not only by oux year-round
populace, but also by the droves of visitors and seasonal residents we receive, miostly in summer
swonths. The dsmand on the library’s computer services during these months has now outnaced
the capacity it offers and it thus finds itself unable to meot the needs of those that rely on this
public resource for purposes including, but not Himited to, maintaining their small businesses,
exploring and making vse of educational and grant opportunities, and employment seeking.

The infusion of 2 mere 310,100 into this vital resource in our small but eager community would
help us to realize benefits down the road that far exceed this modest investment. As such, Lagain
wish to express my enthusiastic support for Silverton Public Library’s rale in this exciting grant
oppottunity and invite you to follow up with me on our community’s needs at any time if you
wich, Otherwise, I thank you for your support and Jook forward to what Thopewillbea
successiul agg}imtﬁ

Most Sincerely,

‘,.',' / M,——"Z‘p/’
;f / -

JJason S. Wgﬁs, Town Administrator
Town of Silverton

£




COMMUNITY OF CARING FOUNDATION

March 2, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the coordinator of the Aspen Mine Center. On behalf of my organization, I am
writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application
for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. I am particularly delighted about
the benefits which may come from this grant opportunity such as: enhanced computing
and Internet access, equipment, and technical support to the libraries in our area. The
program can bring immediate benefits to our students and their families by bringing about
improved technological services to our community, increasing the role of the library in the
economic development of the area, and in creating renewed partnerships between the
library and other community organizations.

Our Community Needs

Teller County is rural, with 61% of its population residing in unincorporated areas, and 89% of
county-maintained roads remaining unpaved. The Census Bureau estimates showed that the
population of Teller County increased 6.6% from 2000 to 2005 and, according to 2006
estimates, is currently 22,836. Of that population, 5,181 are age 0-18, Ten percent of which live
at or below the federal poverty level (FPL). Of the total population, 7.6% live at or below FPL
and 19.2 % live at or below 200% of FPL. Teller County’s unemployment rate has increased
from 3.6% in December 2006 to 9.1% in December 2009, well above the state rate of 7.5 %.
The average wage for the county is $14.10 per hour or $29,328 annually, which is less than
150% of the federal poverty level for a family of four ($30,975). This is significantly lower
than the state average wage of $44,616.

The 1992 introduction of limited stakes gaming to Cripple Creek brought a new set of
challenges to the area. One major impact is the increase in school size from 312 in 1990 to 513
in 2007. At Cripple Creek-Victor Schools, 54% of all students qualify for the Free and
Reduced Lunch program.

166 East Bennett Avenue, P.O. Box 1587, Cripple Creek, Colorado 80813 1

Phone 719-689-3584
Fax 719-689-5711

We are a Community that Cares.
We promote Respect, Caring, Responsibility, Family and Trust.




About Us

In 2002, the Community of Caring Foundation, a Colorado tax exempt nonprofit incorporated
in 1998, opened the doors of the Aspen Mine Center to provide a “one-stop resource shop” for
residents of southern Teller County and the surrounding area. The AMC now houses over two
dozen nonprofit service organizations, either full or part time, along with a number of others
who pop in from time to time, often on the Commodities Day, the last Friday of each month,
when the place is really jumping with people and activities.

Aspen Mine Center Programs-Education

Our first major program, run in conjunction with the Cripple Creek-Victor School District,
is the Mountain Alternative School, an alternative school program which is operated
within RE-1 and physically across the street from the high school in its own building and
with its own director. The alternative school has made graduation possible for a number of
students who otherwise would have simply dropped out forever. It has a high success rate.

A second off-site program is the Summer Enrichment for Kids, also a collaborative
venture, this time working with Cripple Creek Parks & Recreation. The Parks &
Recreation building is located next door to the Aspen Mine Center.

A third program, a GED program put on by Community Partnership out of Divide, Colo.,
which has been provided in prior years at the Aspen Mine Center, was reinstated here in
~ February 2009. By May, it already had three graduates receiving their diplomas.
Community Partnership has a weekday morning GED program running in Divide. The
Aspen Mine Center program operates weekday evenings, Tuesday through Thursday from
S p.m. to 8 p.m. The program centers primarily on one-on-one teaching until students
graduate. Child care is provided on-site.

Employment

Employment assistance to help young people and those reentering the work force is based
on the Pikes Peak Workforce Center facility upstairs at the Aspen Mine Center. The
Workforce Center staffed five days a week.

Job Fairs have been held at the Aspen Mine Center for casinos and local businesses
seeking employees. Job fairs, for local employers, have been held at least semi-annually
and perhaps quarterly.

Commodities Assistance

The last Friday of each month, the Aspen Mine Center hosts COMMODITIES DAY, run
entirely by volunteers. There are 100 families, 200 to 300 individuals including seniors

166 East Bennett Avenue, P.O. Box 1587, Cripple Creek, Colorado 80813 2
Phone 719-689-3584
Fax 719-689-5711

We are a Community that Cares.
We promote Respect, Caring, Responsibility, Family and Trust.




and low-income individuals served each month through the program, with food from the
federal government and Care and Share.

Technology Uses at the Aspen Mine Center

The Aspen Mine Center provides computers for resume creation, computer use for
accessing the various Colorado jobs banks, applying for unemployment compensation,
and the posting of local employment opportunities. Even a self-guided typing course is
available. Each of these activities promotes our goal of help for children, young people,
seniors and the needy; those with challenges physically, mentally or emotionally; pregnant
moms and their infants; the unemployed; those living below the poverty level, which is a
high percentage in southern Teller County; and those in transition of any kind.

Enhanced Computer Capabilities at the Library

Many local residents connect to family and friends by use of the computers available at
our local libraries. Information is easily obtainable with the aid of a computer. The local
libraries provide Internet, database use, word processing, and information services free of
charge to both residents and non-residents. Many of the visitors from larger cities have
expressed a wish for wireless connectivity within the library. It is evident that if more
computers, a wireless network, or the availability of laptop systems were available for
public use, these would be quickly utilized. Benefits for our local community would
include: easier access to employment opportunities, improved access to online classes, and
improved health awareness.

Partnering with Local Libraries

The Aspen Mine maintains partnerships with Community Partnership, Peak Vista Community
Health Center, Pikes Peak Mental Health Center, Pikes Peak Workforce Center, Salvation
Army, Teller County Social Services, and Teller County Public Health. Our local libraries

provide computers for conducting job searches, filing unemployment claims, beginning and
completing online high school and college courses. Franklin Ferguson Memorial Library
offers adults beginning and advanced computer classes, Internet basics, and e-mail free of
charge. A partnership with the libraries of our community is a very possible since both our
organizations were established to serve the needs of community members.

Measuring Impact and Evaluation

The libraries within our district are accountable to the community, state and federal
government for budgetary information. The evaluation process would be data driven using
information compiled both before and after the addition of the new technologies.
Additionally, student use as well as community use can be evaluated based class signups,
individual student sign in, and daily patron computer use counts. Data on computer usage

166 East Bennett Avenue, P.O. Box 1587, Cripple Creek, Colorado 80813 3
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is currently collected by the library staff for the Colorado State Library Resource Service
for both the public and school annual surveys. Evaluative measures would include, but not
be limited to, the effect of improved student performance; possible improvement in CSAP
Scores.

Working with Victor Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library
proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both
our community and others throughout Colorado.

The Aspen Mine Center appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Sincerely,

AL

Ted Borden
Aspen Mine Center Coordinator

166 East Bennett Avenue, P.O. Box 1587, Cripple Creek, Colorado 80813 4
Phone 719-689-3584
Fax 719-689-5711

We are a Community that Cares.
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Cripple Creek-Victor School District RE-1

Cresson Elementary School Cripple Creek-Victor Junior/Senior High School
{(719) 689-9230/(718) 689-9236 Fax {719) 689-2661/(719) 689-2256 Fax

March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

RE: Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
Dear Mr. Hainer:

The Southern Teller County Library District made up of Franklin Ferguson and Victor Public
Libraries is seeking funding through the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center
application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program to provide broadband
education, awareness, training, access, equipment, and support to the libraries in our area. The
program can bring immediate benefits to our students and their families by bringing about
improved technological services to our community, increasing the role of the library in the
economic development of the area, and in creating new partnerships between the library and
other community organizations.

History and Community Needs

Established on May 9, 1898, the Cripple Creek-Victor School District has a rich history spanning over
100 years. The first high school class from Cripple Creek High School graduated in 1897 and from the
Victor High School in 1898. At its peak in 1903, the district had 19 schools with 120 teachers and an
enrollment of 3,849 pupils. America’s entry into World War I marked the beginning of the decline for the
Cripple Creek and Victor Gold Mining District as well as for the School District. Despite a brief rebound
in the early 1930s, the communities could not recover to their former glory days, and in 1954 the
remaining schools combined. The elementary school for the district was located in Victor and the
junior/senior high school was located in Cripple Creek. In 1975, a bond issue was passed approving the
construction and equipment for a new K-12 combined school for the district.

The School District currently serves Cripple Creek, Victor and the Southwest Teller County areas with an
enrollment of 454 students. Beginning with the advent of limited stakes gaming in 1991, the district
experienced an increase in the transient population and in the number of at-risk students enrolling in the
school. Recent economic conditions have greatly impacted the community, increasing the number of
families participating in the Federal Free and Reduced Lunch Program. During the 2009-2010 school
year, 81% of the Elementary School students, and 41.6% of the Jr/Sr High School students are
participating in the program. This is indicative of the level of poverty in our community and surrounding
areas.

P.O. Box 897, Cripple Creek, CO 80813 (719)689-2685/(719)689-2256 Fax




School Solutions

A major community concern is a lack of health care and availability to obtain current health care
information for Southern Teller County residents. A subcommittee of the CCV Community
Advisory Committee completed a community needs assessment in preparation for the
construction of a health center. Parents, students and school staff were surveyed regarding the
perceived needs of the community, current resources available to meet them, and what the
respondent would like to see. The most frequently cited barriers to accessing medical care were
transportation and cost. In the parental surveys, 72% indicated that they did not have private
health insurance, and 42% reported having problems accessing medical care for their children.
77% of parents reported that their children missed school for medical visits, while over 50% of
them reported having to miss work themselves with their child’s last trip to the doctor. Many
parents in the Cripple Creek-Victor area work evening and night shift hours in the gaming
industry. Only 1% of parents indicated that they would be unwilling to use the MHC for their
children.

In student survey responses, 23% reported seeing a medical provider in the last 12 months, but it
was not specified if this visit was within a medical home or was an isolated encounter. 42%
indicated they utilized non-traditional/no medical home forms of health care (i.e. school nurse,
school sponsored athletic physicals, and emergency centers). 40% of students reported missing
school or had parents missing work to take them to a medical provider.

With preliminary planning and implementation funding from the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment (CDPHE), and a three year operating grant from the Colorado Trust, the
Cripple Creek-Victor School District was able to open the Cripple Creek-Victor Mountain
Health Center (MHC) at Cresson Elementary School on January 12, 2009. The MHC provides
primary medical, dental and behavioral health care. This includes school and athletic physicals,
well child physicals, immunizations, acute care, chronic disease maintenance (asthma, seizure
care, diabetes), first aide, injury care; primary dental care; and individual, group and family
counseling. Primary dental care is provided on site through Peak Vista’s Ronald McDonald Care
Mobile, a mobile dental facility staffed by a dentist, a hygienist, and a dental assistant.

Libraries in the area have provided medical and health databases which address basic questions
of health, diet, exercise, and prescription medications.

Computers are an integral part of the Cripple Creek-Victor School District. Currently the school
district uses mobile phone technologies and a Voice over IP phone system to connect classrooms
with instant access to school administration, emergency personnel, and parents. Phone trees help
the school district communicate non-emergencies quickly. School staff uses computers to
communicate grades, assignments, and attendance questions to parents. School based E-mail
notifies teachers of future student absences so that teachers can prepare assignments for students
in advance. Health, behavioral, or absence issues can be dealt with quickly with rapid
communication provided by school technology. Computers aid in student learning from our




online courses for high school students, databases, Internet access, word processing programs for
reports, and PowerPoint presentations completed by students and staff.

Library’s Use and Enhanced Computing Capabilities

Libraries are an important source in the education of our students at CCV. Our teacher/librarian
instructs elementary grades three through six daily in information literacy skills, database use, as
well as computer programs such as Microsoft Office. For our Jr/Sr high students, computer and
research skills are customized to each assignment.

Community members use library computers to obtain information, check e-mail, pay bills, and
check our library’s resources. A survey conducted by Southern Teller County into its library
users in 2009 confirmed library staff opinion that most of the users of the computer systems in
the library were between the ages of 18 and 30. Two-thirds of all library visitors came to the
library not for books but to use the computers. Our library staff believes that if we have sufficient
numbers of computers available that teachers will have their students use them more often. More
systems mean more usage.

Enhanced Computer Services

Improved computer services would be individual areas of the library with specific computers
fulfilling specific roles. One bank of computers could be used to access the library’s print and
media resources, a second area could be Internet workstations, a third area for class use with
Internet and database access, a smaller area of multimedia computers offering scanning, CD-
ROM access, CD-R recording, DVD playback, and foreign language material support. A
wireless service area could round out improved library services for the community. Each of
these areas could be utilized by both students and community members for specific projects
from school work to job searches to putting together a scrapbook of photographs. These
computer centers would allow training areas for teacher lead assignments, local business
demonstrations and instructional classes for employees. Overall, a library enhanced computer
system would create reduced wait times, an increase in the number of users, and the ability
for library visitors to quickly access information. Community residents would have easier
access to online educational opportunities, health information, and access to local
employment opportunities.

Measuring Impact and Evaluation

The district is accountable to the community, state and federal government for budgetary
information. The evaluation process would be data driven using information compiled both
before and after the addition of the new technologies. Additionally, student use as well as
community use can be evaluated based class signups, individual student sign in, and daily patron
computer use counts. Data on computer usage is currently collected by the library staff for the
Colorado State Library Resource Service for both the public and school annual surveys.




Evaluative measures would include, but not be limited to, the effect of improved student
performance; possible improvement in CSAP scores.

Working with both Franklin Ferguson and Victor Public Libraries, both participating in the
Colorado State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded those funds because of the significant
impact on both our community and others throughout Colorado,

The Cripple Creek-Victor School District appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission
and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application.

Respectfully submitted,

v -

Susan Holmes
Superintendent of Schools




March 3, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 East Colfax Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am writing this letter in support of the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computer Center application for the

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

0f all the libraries I have been a patron of, Franklin
Ferguson Memorial Library exemplifies a model approach to
meeting the needs and concerns of our community. The staff
provides the very best in customer services. It is clear
that the entire organization operates with the patron in
mind providing services with little red tape and always

seeking to think like their customers.

While you may find some libraries with similar
characteristics, I challenge you to find one that actually
works hard to bring a community together. The library is
an attractive place where each generation of our community
finds something of interest. Many of our school children
go there on a daily basis after school to broaden their
studies, check their e-mail, play online games, or view

their face book accounts.

Seniors go there to learn computer basics, learn how to

safely surf the Internet, and read e-mails from their




families

Our middle*aged library users find resources on the library
computers in support of college/technical studies; look for
job opportunities, and also to find an interesting DVD or
new best seller. Library computers link our community with
loved ones, provide information, entertain, and assist us
in our personal lives. The library provides all these

services and more, free of charge.

It's a unique place that mothers, fathers and their
children have in common. It is also something we take

pride in.

I understand that the grant you are pursuing is for
technologies that many small Colorado libraries cannot
afford on their own. New computers, high speed Internet,
wireless networks, and mobile computer labs. I don't really
understand a lot about these things but I do know that
whatever equipment and services come from the grant that
the Colorado State Library is writing, they will be

welcomed and used by our local communities in Colorado.

Sincerely,

A

Library Patron




Art S. Bobian, Chairman
Scott D. King, Commissioner
Roger A. Cain, Commissioner

Board of County Commissioners

March 3, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

The Huerfano County Commissioners wish to express their support for the Spanish Peaks Library
District in their application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

Huerfano County has historically been a depressed economy within Colorado. The recent announcement
of Correction Corporation of America to close the private prison in Walsenburg will add another chapter to this
saga. The prison represents over 12% of the private workforce and will ripple through the local economy. In
order to stop the bleeding, Huerfano County must utilize every resource available. The education of our youth is
paramount in developing a competitive workforce. Technology is a key component of education, as you well
know. With the community and county facing 15% or higher unemployment, we need to find resources now to
help keep our community from withering on the vine.

The Spanish Peaks Library has been very effective in providing outreach to the underserved populations
within the County. Their utilization of an abandoned high school gives credence to their creative use of
resources. The Library Board has the backing of the community as further evidenced by the recent passage of a
mill levy specifically dedicated to library enhancements. Getting resources on the ground is a critical part of any
effective program. These folks can do it.

Please give every consideration you can to this application.

Sincerely,
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF HUERFANG,COUNTY, COLORADO

by S A
Azﬁ‘f“‘fi. Bobian, Chairman
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401 Main Street, Suite #201 Walsenburg, Co 81089
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City of
Walsenbu{g

525 South Albert » Walsenburg, Coloredo 81089 e (719) 738-1240 » FAX (719) 7381875

March 4, 2010

Fugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

The City of Walsenburg wholeheartedly supports The Spanish Peaks Library and the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computing Center in their efforts to secure funding for the Broadband Opportunities
Program.

The City of Walsenburg, with an AMI of approximately $22,000, is a small, impoverished
community with many families without the ability to provide computers, or internet service in their
homes. The library has become a great resource for all of our citizens. In this day, practically
everything is done online, from employment opportunities and shopping to university level classes
and research.

Having the ability for students to be more competitive with their applications for college, and for the
ability to take college classes while they are in High School will be greatly enhanced. The training
that will be provided, should the library receive funding will be of paramount importance to all
students and employees in the city. Becoming and remaining technologically literate, as a community
is necessary for us to remain viable and sustainable.

The City of Walsenburg appreciates the Coronado State Library’s submission and the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

Do A G

Bruce A. Quintana
Mayor




Huerfano County Chamber of Commerce
430 Main Sireet

Walsenburg, L0 81089

March 5, 2010

Fugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner

Dioar Wir. Hainer:

I am the president of the Huerfano County Chamber of Conumnercs., This letter is inn support of the Spanish
Peaks Library Disirict in thelr reguest for a grant for now computers and equipment.

As we are losing the second largest employer in the county, we are in need of resources 1o help the poople

whe will be unemploved. Many of our population live in poverly and do not have compnters. They are in
need of access o these for job secking and also training,

Ag a chamber we are interested in drawing new business into our community. One of the reasons that we
cannol atiract new businesses is because we lack a tralned work force. With the help of the Spanish Posks

Library we are hoping that we will have peonle who are trained and ready 10 work.
We would also like to use ihie public compuler center o keep our current businesses up to date on the
people 1o their payrolls, which in turn helps the conumymity.

Thank you for considering the application of the Spanish Peaks Library District,

Sincerely o
P
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Naney Lave
President, Huerfimo County Chamber of Commerce




HUERFANO/LAS ANIMAS COUNTY
FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER
‘Committed to Helping Families Reach Their Greatest Potential’

March 2, 2010

Mr. Eugene Hainer
Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library
201 F. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

[ am writing to you today as Director of the Las Animas Huerfano County Family
Resource Center. The Family Center serves the community with parenting, family and
youth programs and counseling services. This letter is in support of the Spanish Peaks
Iibrary District’s application for the Broadband Technology Program.

As stated in Ms. Birrer’s application, Huerfano County is a low-socio economic
community that has been further complicated by current economic conditions. Many of
our local businesses have closed or are preparing to close. The jobless rate in our
community has now reached over 10%.

We have collaborated with the SPLD on numerous occasions and this program would
allow our clients to make significant use of the planned technology enhancements that the
library is proposing. This would allow our clients to further their education and have

easier access 1o jobs.

The Las Animas Huerfano County Family Resource Center appreciates the consideration
of the SPLD’s application and will continue to support the library’s endeavors.

Sincerely,

Sandy Majors, MSW, CAC III
Director

Cec: M. Birrer, SPLD

515 Russell Street » Walsenburg » Colorado * 81089 » Telephone 719-738-2378 » Fax 719-738-1066




SPANISH PEAKS REGIONAL HEALTH CENTER

March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 k. Coifax

Denver, CO 80203

Re: Spanish Peaks Library District

Dear Mr, Hainer:

| am the President and CEO of the Spanish Peaks Regional Health Center in Walsenburg, CO. On behalf of my
organization, | am writing in support of the Spanish Peaks Library’s participation with the Colorado State Library’s
Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. Through this
participation, our community will see a significant impact as a result of the benefits that enhanced computing and
Internet access afford.

Huerfano County is the third poorest county in Colorado. In the 2000 Census data, 14% of all families in our county
were living in poverty. Our unemployment rate has been amongst the highest in the State, and we were just
notified last month that the Corrections Corporation of America facility, the second largest employer in the county,
will be terminating its operation in March. The Huerfano Re-1 School District reports that less than 10% of the
families in their district have computers in their homes and an even smaller percentage has internef access. At this
time, the library serves as the primary resource for public computer access, but their resources are limited.

As a business executive in our community, improving our community’s computer awareness and skills will be
beneficial to my organization. We are currently moving forward with implementation of an Electronic Medical
Record. This will require the vast majority of my personnel to have computer skills to be successful in their
employment at Spanish Peaks Regional Health Center. | anticipate that the Spanish Peaks Library’s ability to assist
in developing these skills will be key to my organization’s success.

If successful in receiving these funds, the Spanish Peaks Library District, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal, will result in a significant positive impact on our community. The Spanish Peaks Regional Health
Center appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration’s consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

el B OAL

Todd B. Oberheu, FACHE
President and CEO

v, Colorado State =] L. Spanish
" Veterans Nursing --1 F Peaks
~~ Home i Hospital

23500 U.S. Highway 160 A Walsenburg, Colorado 81089 A 719-738-5000 A Fax (719} 738-5138 A www.sprhe.com




March 2, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

As the Director of the Eastern Colorado Workforce Region, I am writing in support of the
Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program. 1 am particularly excited about all of the positive
benefits that enhanced computing and Internet access at the Sterling Public Library will
bring to our community.

Many of the job search services of the Colorado Workforce Center are available via
www.ConnectineColorado.com, as well as information and applications to
Unemployment Insurance Benefits filing are available at www.colorado.gov/CDLE. For
both of these reasons, it is vital that our customers have access to computers and quality
Internet access. Many employers are also asking applicants to apply for job openings via
on-line applications or emailing resumes.

As a Colorado Workforce Center we also acknowledge the importance of on-line distance
learning and how that can benefit people in our communities by training workers quickly
and enhancing their skill levels for employment, advancement, or a career change.
Virtual job fairs, training programs and opportunities will certainly be an important part
of the future of workforce development programs and services.

Working with the Sterling Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact
on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

Eastern Colorado Workforce Region appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission
and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of
this application.

Sincerely,
Celia Fandin

Regional Director
Eastern Colorado Workforce Region




R ~reaching
E — excellence

1 — 1% in individualized instruction

RE-1 VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT, COUNTY CF LOGAN, STERLING, COLORADO 80751
Administration Office / 301 Hagen Street / Phone (970) 522-0792 / Fax (870) 522-0525
District Web Site: www.re1valleyschools.org

March 1, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

As RE-1 Valley School District Superintendent of Schools, it is my pleasure to write this letter of support for the Colorado
State Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. | am particularly
excited about the benefits that will support students and education, such as access to computers and internet for student
research and learning. Additionally, | understand there is potential for technology use training that will help both students and
parents utilize the proposed enhanced system at the Sterling Public Library and the RE-1 Valley community.

The City of Sterling and the RE-1 Valley School District are located in Northeastern Colorado. The area faces challenges
that are not found in more urban areas. The City of Sterling worked with Logan County officials to try and improve
technology access; neither entity could come up with the required funding to bring cheap Internet access to the communities.
A new, upgraded system at the Sterling Public Library will impact not only students but parents and community members
because of improved access o equipment connected to the Internet. This system will aliow parents that do not have
technology at home to access their child's information about schoot and school activities on the computers at the Sterling
Library.

The public school system and the Sterling Public Library work closely together to support students and learning in the RE-1
Valley community. The Library provides materials and learning opportunities for students and families. They coordinate
efforts with instructional staff to supply library materials for student activities. The upgraded computer system will allow for
even better joint opportunities to support student learning. The Sterling Library always has space for community activities
both organized by the Library or by other groups. The access to computers and Internet will only enhance these activities for
school families.

The Sterling Public Library is utiized by many patrons. These proposed technology upgrades will result in benefits to the RE-
1 Valley community. Parents will have the opportunity to utilize the computer center while students take part in Library

~ activities. The potential use by parents and family manners will be increased over time with training and understanding of the
system. The RE-1 Valley School District will continue to work with the Sterling Public Library to support needs of students
and their families in the use and development of the computer opportunities at the library.

RE-1 Valley staff will continue to work with and support Sterling Public Library activities. This will include the use of the
computers and Internet access that wili be part of this grant. District students use the library for study, for research, and for
literacy purposes. Training on the computers and Internet will be required for parental support because parents do not have
the same training on computer literacy that students have in school. Library staff will have information about district
technology standards so they know expectations for students in our Preschool to grade 12 technology efforts,

Because of the close work between the Sterling Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State Library proposal,
and the RE-1 Valley School District, we hope they are awarded these funds because of the significant impact on both our
community and others throughout Colorado. The RE-1 Valley School District appreciates the Colorado State Library’s
submission and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this appilication.

Herreoneen

Dr. Betty . dummers, Superintendent of Schools

Sincerely,
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February 24,2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO. 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the sap&mtendent oi ‘Lhc Smnk Sdmol D;s‘mct #33 in Swink Colorado.
On behalf of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited about the benefits, such as
replacing the hardware in the library, and installing ADA stations for our

clients to use. Also, this grant will enhance computing and Internet access at
the Swink School and Public Library that will bring to our community. This
library was built as a partnership between the Town of Swink and Swink
School District. It serves both parts of our community.

Swink is a small rural community in south east Colorado with hardly any
businesses or natural resources. This area is mainly agricultural based with
very low assessed valuation. Because of the low assessed valuation we were
able to bond to the maximum in 2007. Swink School District is located in a
very low assessed valuation area of the state. The assessed valuation for the
taxable year 2008 was $14,286,267 and an actual value for all taxable
property was $85,633.647. We asked for a mill levy of 36.419 for 2009 to
operate our school. We just finished a building pmieci that depleted the cash
balance. This project cost was ?;3 450,000, . The district passed a bond
election in November of f:fﬁ?” for the maximum bonding capacity of
$2,500.000. This bond is for 20 vears and we will not be able 1o ask the
community for any other bo né during this time. Because of the low assessed
valuation, we bonded the maximum ai lowable by law. The rest of the funding
came from a DOLA grant of $350,000 and 3600,000 from the district general
fund.

Our goals and objectives are to provide our community with easy accessi ihility
to Internet by ms,‘m up to a;a equipment to deliver those services. Our
existing equipment is over five vears old and we have done everything
and better but they have reached their life
for research for our students and community.

accessible 10 patrons that
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cycle. Our computers are use

possible to make them run faste:




ADMINISTRATION
Superintendent:

Roceo Fuschetio, EA.D
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cend - Swink School District

PO BOX 487 * SWINK, CO 81077 « PH: (719) 384-8103 » FAX: (719) 384-5471

The library is already the hub as a computing center for students and
community to do research. Due to the low income in our area. many patrons
do not have Internet access at home so the Public Library will become their
place to do research. With this. computer skills can be taught to the
community as a whole as evening classes which in return those community
members will have technical skills to compete for jobs or better opportunities
for advancement. Also, having the capability to do research on different
aspects of daily living could lead to a better life for our citizens.  As
mentioned earlier. we are already a partnership with the Town of Swink since
is a public library. The Town of Swink heips defraying some of the costs of
the librarian salaries since we are opened after school hours. We will be
looking to form other partnerships with area business but we are very limited
in number of businesses in our community.

The library will help Swink School tremendously by providing additional
computers for our students during school hours. The school has been
absorbing the costs of maintaining the equipment, updating software and
repairs for many years. We have replaced computers, printers and supplied
ink and paper plus techuical assistance. We will continue to provide those
services.

Working with Swink School Public Library, a library participating in the
Colorado State Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because
of the significant impact on both our community and others throughout
Colorado.

submission and the National Tele
Administration’s considerat]
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OPEN FOR BUSINESS
TRINIDAD & LAS ANIMAS COUNTY

CHAMBER of COMMERCE

March 4, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

I am the Director of Communications at the Trinidad & Las Animas County Chamber of
Commerce. On behalf of my organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State
Library’s Public Computing Center application for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program,

I am particularly excited about the ability for our residents to conduct job searching,
educational information, and access to reliable health information and e-government
websites. In addition, ADA Compliant work stations in our library would support those
who are blind, visually impaired, or have other challenges in using standard public
computer stations, an issue that is currently not addressed elsewhere in the community
except with job searches at the Colorado Workforce Center.

With the access to laptop labs which can not only be set up in the library but also in other
agencies, more of our community can take advantage of this technology for training and
access to information. Also, the addition of specially designed computers in the
children’s Hbrary would be an excellent opportunity for those children in the community
who currently have limited access to computers except in the schoolroom.

Overall, enhanced computing and Internet access at Trinidad’s Carnegie Public Library
will address a much needed resource in the Trinidad and Las Animas County area. We
are currently suffering an economic downturn due not only to the overall national
situation, but have seen the natural gas industry, our key economic driver for the past 15
years, come to a near standstill. Contractors and subcontractors associated with the
industry are leaving the area and laying off several of their employees, many who were
laborers trained specifically for the gas industry. As a direct result of this, these same
individuals are finding themselves without the opportunity for employment in their
trained field.

Ranching, farming, tourism, transportation and a growing art community are other
industries that have historically sustained the area However, the tourism industry has also
been hard hit in the past five years due to a Colorado Department of Transportation
reconstruction project on Interstate 25. This ongoing project which is expected to
continue for yet another two tourism seasons has had a direct impact on the economy.
Travelers simply would rather avoid the area completely, and those who do visit have
found difficulty navigating the area. The result has been a significant drop in Lodging
Tax receipts from 2005 through 2010. Data shows season peak revenue reach $71,000
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upon completion and opening of two new hotels. In comparison, the city is currently,
showing $27,864 in tourism lodging tax receipts. As a result, we have struggling
businesses directly related to tourism, including hotels, restaurants and downtown historic
shops and museums.

The Chamber of Commerce has a strong commitment to the business community and
promotes the City and County in all areas of tourism, and economic development as well
as the retail sector. We are currently working with the 2010 Southeast Colorado Rural
Philanthropy Days Steering Committee to attract the 2014 event in Las Animas County
and have been successful in our bid for the 2010 Colorado Undersheriff’s and Sheriff’s
Conference as well as a Rock Art Symposium in the summer. Both should bring a
significant number of visitors to our area, which would be a much needed stimulus. The
Chamber is also collaborating with Trinidad State Jr. College in offering a Community
Development Resource Center for new and emerging businesses in the area. With the
availability of the CDRC business incubator, AND the computer availability at the
Carnegie Public Library resulting from this successful application, the area will have the
ability to provide a more comprehensive business program to its residents, and a more
educated workforce.

The Trinidad & Las Animas County Chamber of Commerce appreciates and thanks the
Colorado State Library’s submission and the National Telecommunications and
Information Administrations’s consideration of this application, Please don’t hesitate to
contact us if you have further questions.

Sincerely,

S «f\N(u:((L\/ ‘iu &JL@@Q,

s

Marty Hackett

Director of Communications

Trinidad & Las Animas County Chamber of Commerce
136 W. Main St.

Trinidad, Colorado 81082

trinidadchamber@comcast.net
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March 4, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer,

I am the president of Friends of Historic Branson, Colorado (FOHB). On behalf of my
organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing Center
application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. I am particularly excited at
the prospect that residents of our tiny, remote rural community would receive training and
greater access to a full spectrum of educational, health care, and e-government websites in
partnership with the Trinidad Carnegie Public Library.

Branson is a community of less than 80 residents, located 50 miles from Trinidad in the
southeast corner of Las Animas County. Branson residents — many of whom are well over 65
years old — must travel 100 miles roundtrip for gasoline, groceries, health care, banking, social
services, and to conduct personal business with the county or state. More than 25% of Branson
residents receive food support through the U.S. Commodities Distribution program. There are no
public transportation options at this time and, given Branson’s lack of commercial businesses,
basically no opportunities for young people to gain job experience in settings other than
agricultural venues. Given its meager population and an annual General Fund budget of
approximately $15,000, Branson has scarce funds and scant political clout. Although the town is
home to Branson School Online (a public, accredited Colorado K-12 educational institution),
challenges of geography and economy pose considerable obstacles to bringing consistently
reliable Internet access and training to our location in the midst of the “Digital Divide.”

Friends of Historic Branson is an all-volunteer, Colorado nonprofit corporation founded in 2009
to “improve the social, cultural/arts, environmental, economic, educational, agricultural, and
community quality-of-life for residents of Branson.” Since its inception, FOHB’s primary focus
has been on converting the historic original schoolhouse/longtime Catholic Church into a
community gathering spot, library, history museum, and venue for the sharing of arts and ideas.
The possible inclusion of visiting/mobile or otherwise available computer training and Internet
access services would signal a forward leap in Branson’s community development and
connectivity with its Trinidad neighbors. Although computers at the brick-and-mortar Branson
School are available for public use, access is limited and seasonal, and the shared space with
students is not conducive to the needs of our youngest and oldest citizens.

Trinidad’s Carnegie Public Library has recently begun to explore collaborative efforts with
FOHB, seeking to enhance Branson’s access to a range of technology-based library services
while also meeting Library objectives of expanding its reach throughout Las Animas County. By




any standards, basic computer skills plus no-cost Internet access are not luxuries in Branson and
the nearby communities of Kim and Trinchera; they are critical tools for individuals and families
seeking to expand their options for information, education, employment, health and wellbeing,
and entry to a fast-changing world. We envision a hearty and mutually beneficial partnership
with Carnegie Library as, together, we enter a bold, new technological era and work to develop
appropriate goals, objectives, and procedures for tracking and evaluating both qualitative and
quantitative impacts of our efforts.

Friends of Historic Branson, Colorado appreciates the Colorado State Library’s submission and
the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s consideration of this
application. Any awarding of funds to Trinidad’s Carnegie Public Library would engender
significant and sustainable impacts on the inhabitants of our small rural community, as well as in
other locales throughout Colorado.

Sincerely,
Rachel Snyder

Rachel Snyder
President

On behalf of
Friends of Historic Branson, Colorado

rachelsnyder@@ecarthlink.net
719.946.5656
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February 23, 2010

Eugene Hainer, Assistant Commissioner
Colorado State Library

201 E. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Mr. Hainer:

1 am the CEO at San Luis Valley Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc. On behalfl of my
organization, I am writing in support of the Colorado State Library’s Public Computing
Center application for the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. 1 am
particularly excited about the benefits, such as increased accessibility to technology for
our community members. With enhanced computer and Internet access at the Camnegie
Public Library it will bring our community into new era of technology.

The Economy in the Monte Vista area is very stressed with the recent recession we have
experienced. Approximately 2-5% of the community members have lost business or jobs
with the cut back in spending in this area. There are few individuals in this area with
high speed internet service do to these areas demographics. Many individuals cannot
afford internet service, unless they go to a library.

Our organization uses computers on a daily bases, however, we have a no use policy for
personal use of staff abusing the use of the internet. Many of our staff members and their
families use the library as a resource for personal manners. If technology upgrades were
available at our local library we believe many staff members, as well as, their family
members would take advantage of the improvements. Often staff members need to
access the internet for health information, traveling directions, and school projects for
their children.

Job searches for family members have been a high priority during this time of economic
changes. Approximately .2% of our staff’s spouses are seeking employment at this time.
The library has been offering computer classes for community members; however, often
the classes are full. If there is an increase in the computers for public use, many of our
staff members would also take advantage of the classes.

Working with Carnegie Public Library, a library participating in the Colorado State
Library proposal, we hope we are awarded these funds because of the significant impact
on both our community and others throughout Colorado.

Your Touchstone Energy” Cooperative }‘%/;;?
=z
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San Luis Valley Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc. appreciates the Colorado State Library’s
submission and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s
consideration of this application.

CEO
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Your Touchstone Energy” Cooperative Fa E%
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