




James Apperson serves as Director of the Governor’s Office of Economic Recovery (GOER). 
Prior to heading GOER, Mr. Apperson was the Deputy Chief of Staff for Budget and Finance for 
the Governor’s Office as well as Director of the Office of Strategic Planning and Budgeting. 
Before joining OSPB in 2006, Mr. Apperson was the President and CEO of the Arizona 
Chamber of Commerce. Having served under five governors in the State of Arizona, Mr. 
Apperson’s extensive political experience also includes work at the federal level in Washington, 
D.C., for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Arizona organizations Mr. 
Apperson has served include: Maricopa Community Colleges, Southwest Gas Corporation, 
Southwest Strategies, Inc., the Arizona Corporation Commission and the Arizona House of 
Representatives. Mr. Apperson holds an undergraduate degree in Political Science from 
Northern Arizona University and a Master of Public Administration degree from Arizona State 
University. 
 
John Morales serves as executive director of the Yuma Private Industry Council, and the 
Executive Director of the Yuma Workforce Investment Board. Both organizations partner with 
other organizations and agencies to provide the "One-Stop" workforce development 
environment essential for the provision of quality job seeker and employer services. These 
partners include: Arizona Department of Economic Security (DES), Arizona Western College 
(AWC), Job Corps, Portable Practical Educational Preparation (PPEP), Western Arizona 
Council of Governments (WACOG), The John E. Byrd Center for Community Literacy, Parents 
anonymous, Big Brothers-Big Sisters of Yuma, Yuma County Library District, Yuma Elementary 
School District #1, Crane Elementary School District, and the Yuma Union High School District.  
 
The Arizona Workforce Connection network provides free services to job seekers in need of job 
search assistance, training, and employment opportunities. Arizona Workforce Connection 
www.azworkforceconnection.com is an integrated network of One-Stop Career Centers and 
web-based information and services designed to provide individuals with a comprehensive, 
simplified service that streamlines all of Arizona's workforce development programs. 
 
Joan Clark serves as Deputy Director of Operations and Planning Arizona State Library, 
Archives and Public Records. Joan works with the Agency Director and staff to direct human 
resources and finance operations for the agency.  She and her team coordinate various agency 
funding sources and assist the Agency Director in allocating and aligning resources to meet 
agency objectives.  
 
Previously Joan served as program manager for implementation, development and delivery of 
the Arizona Equal Access Libraries Initiative working within the Library Development Division in 
collaboration with Libraries for the Future, a New York-based non-profit. Prior to joining the 
Arizona State Library Development Division, Joan had extensive marketing and management 
experience with AT&T Corporation. She has held leadership positions in business research, 
corporate training, marketing and strategic planning, in addition to representing AT&T as a 
speaker and liaison to industry associations. In her various management positions, Joan has 
focused on developing client-focused, services to enhance information sharing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Malavika Muralidharan  Arizona State Library. Mala is the Library Development consultant 
coordinating this project. Mala’s responsibilities include helping and encouraging public libraries 
to apply for e-rate funding. Mala also helps libraries write their technology plan. Mala manages 
AZ WebJunction  – a professional portal for Library staff in Arizona and assists those who would 
like to sign up for on-trainings. She is not only an active advocate and trainer but also 
moderates several discussion forums on WebJunction and does live-on-line training through 
Wimba – an online live meeting tool.  Mala helps evaluate LSTA applications for technology. 
Another of Mala’s responsibilities is to help with access and trouble-shoot for the databases 
purchased on a state-wide basis. Mala has presented at numerous conferences and trainings. 
Mala is also a part of a National team working on optimizing Tech Atlas, a tech planning tool; on 
the AZ Governor’s E-rate Task Force as well as the National E-rate Task Force.  As a member 
of the MaintainIT steering committee, a Gates Foundation funded project Mala helped bring out 
a series of tool-kits to help librarians maintain ‘healthy’ computers and handle their day-to-day 
technology issues. Mala   has worked on several state-wide Gates Foundation grants projects 
and Technology grants and was instrumental in securing a BTOP Round 1 grant. 
 
Matthew Hanson, Assistant Director of Programs and Performance, Governor's Office of 
Economic Recovery (GOER). Mr. Hanson administers GOER’s grant tracking database, holds 
regular meetings with identified grant stakeholders, prepares reports regarding grant funding 
and grant opportunities. Assists grant stakeholder by maintaining database information for use 
in applications and provides editorial assistance. He also ensures that grantees meet all federal, 
state and local grant requirements. He has developed and maintains a network of local and 
national organizations to support grant applications. He prepares technical agendas of and 
analysis for various agencies, including the Maricopa Association of Governments, Valley 
Metro, and AMWUA. He assists in the research, writing and analysis of proposed legislation, 
administrative rules and ordinances affecting the City. Facilitates the review of regional issues 
and proposed legislative issues by City departments and identifies potential impacts on City and 
departmental operations. Establishes and maintains effective working relationships with other 
cities, the county, regional governments, state agencies, civic and community organizations.  
 
As the former Director of the Grants Policy Office for the Office of Justice Programs, was 
responsible for establishing all grants related policy, coordinating all program assessments and 
grants compliance reviews, and providing tools and training necessary to the agencies grants 
staff in order for them to perform their duties. Was responsible for constantly reviewing agency 
policy and IT systems in order to maximize staff efficiency and ensure compliance with various 
federal and departmental rules and regulations. Matthew also served as the agencies’ top 
authority on grant related issues and delivered speeches, trainings and presentations on grant 
related concerns to a diverse community of interested parties. 
 
Dr. Ted Hale serves as Development Manager, Arizona State Library, Archives and Public 
Records. Dr. Hale identifies and secures funding and support for the programs of the Arizona 
State Library through grantsmanship and partnerships.  With the senior management team, 
seeks additional support from federal funders, corporations, foundations, individuals and others.  
Development activities include conducting research, defining strategies and designing budgets 
and to obtain new funds and to leverage federal, private and general fund monies. Ted works 
within the goals and objectives of the State Library and in a collaborative team environment.  
Recent accomplishments include: 
Worked with State Archives staff to secure a BTOP round 1 grant. 
Secured National Endowment for the Humanities National Digital Newspaper Project grant 
 Secured private foundation grants for the Blind and Talking Book Library  
Secured federal grant for planetary scanner 



Since hiring date have directly secured, assisted and co-wrote federal, state, private and public 
grants totaling more than $2.6 million. 

 
































































































