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Capacity Building

2. For this quarter, describe your progress meeting each major activity/milestone approved in the Project Plan for this project; any challenges or obstacles encountered and mitigation strategies you have employed; planned major activities for the next quarter; and any additional project milestones or information.
New Hampshire Broadband Mapping and Planning Program (NHBMPP) staff worked with the New Hampshire Telecommunications Planning and Development Advisory Committee (TAB) to continue discussions regarding TAB purpose, public meetings, and initiatives.  This quarter the TAB worked on revising the legislative directive and term of the committee legislation. Specifically, HB368 was rewritten to repeal the repeal which enables the committee to remain active without having to renew legislation every 3 years which costs the state an average of $2,000 per renewal.   In addition, a health care representative was added to the committee and a designee category from NH Administrative Services was moved to the NH Department of Safety.  Other important changes included a quorum is now designated as 9 members and language was added stipulating the TAB would provide a yearly report to the Director of Economic Development, at the Department of Resources and Economic Development (DRED), regarding the state of telecommunications in NH.  The Bill (HB368) passed the house and will cross over to the Senate for review and adoption.

NHBMPP staff provided an overview for the House of Representatives Science, Technology and Energy Committee Orientation on progress made regarding broadband expansion, mapping, and federal funding.  Presentation included gains in availability utilizing data from the NH Broadband Mapping and Planning Program with an emphasis on the importance of understanding where NH stood nationwide with regards to being a connected state.
In addition, NHBMPP staff attended several hearings regarding telecommunication related bills introduced in the NH House and Senate.  HB286 relative to broadband infrastructure seeks to amend the rules surrounding municipal bonding for broadband.  HB284 providing for collection of the E-911 surcharge from certain prepaid cellular telephones.  SB101 allowing cell carriers to make changes to existing facilities within specs when applying for building permits (rather than going through local planning boards), and reduces the burden and time involved and speeds up the deployment of 4G.
NHBMPP staff met with and provided consultation for several technology related and telecommunication businesses in support of the Business Resource Specialist at the Division of Economic Development.  They attended agency informational sessions with SCORE, and New Hampshire Community Finance Authority (NHCDFA).

NHBMPP staff attended Broadband Stakeholder Group (BSG) meetings at Southwest Regional Planning Commission (SWRPC) in Keene and Southern NH Regional Planning Commission (SNHRPC) in Manchester.   The meeting in Keene focused on public safety and the Manchester meeting focused on community development and regional planning. In addition, NHBMPP staff assisted the North Country Council (NCC) in organizing a “Broadband Update and Regional Planning Session” for the state’s northern communities located in Grafton, Carroll and Coos Counties. The agenda included presentations from NNC, FairPoint Communications, DRED, UNH Cooperative Extension (UNHCE), and NHBMPP Mapping Project staff. 
NHBMPP staff also participated in an information and planning session on FirstNet (a nationwide public safety interoperable network project).  New Hampshire’s FirstNet allocation is $901,000.  The Phase 1 grant application ($500,000) is for planning and organizing.  Phase 2 is for implementation.
4. Provide any other information that you think would be useful to NTIA as it assesses this project's progress.

NHBMPP’s Communication Team developed “project update” documents (one page both sides) highlighting project goals, activities, and accomplishments for the Mapping, Planning, and Technical Assistance and Training projects. These documents will be updated each quarter (copies attached). In addition, the team is organizing a legislative “broadband” breakfast, to be conducted in May in the State House cafeteria (a chance to highlight project accomplishments and answer questions from legislators).
NHBMPP’s Communication Team began work on planning a “NH Broadband Conference” to be conducted in October.  This conference will bring together residents, community leaders, municipal officials, policy makers, small business owners, educators, healthcare providers, planners, and other stakeholders to learn about and discuss what is happening to expand broadband access, adoption, and use throughout New Hampshire.

Conference Goals:

1. Improve understanding of broadband availability and the need for expanded broadband access, adoption and use;

2. Raise awareness of the importance of broadband as part of the overall quality of life in NH including enhanced economic competitiveness, education, health care, governance, public safety, and connectivity of residents;

3. Promote synergy around community broadband planning and adoption projects;

4. Highlight NHBMPP and NetworkNHNow accomplishments, future plans and what is needed to ensure continued broadband support is available to NH residents, businesses, institutions and communities;

5. Promote discussion amongst sector groups (education, municipalities, small business, healthcare, etc.) to aggregate broadband needs and to enhance collaboration and access/adoption efforts.
NHBMPP’s Communication Team members also presented (and staffed a table) at several conferences, workshops and meetings throughout the state including:

· January 9, 2013

State Broadband Initiative Regional Planning Meeting 
· January 9, 2013

Rockingham Planning Commission Broadband Forum
· January 16, 2013
NH Legislature Science, Technology & Energy Committee Meeting

· January 18, 2013
NH eCommerce Conference
· January 29, 2013
UNHCE Issues & Ice Cream Campus Forum “Broadband & the Digital Divide”
· February 21, 2013
NH Broadband Plans Meeting 
· February 26, 2013
HB 286 Legislative Hearing
· March 4, 2013

NH Endowment for Health Annual Meeting
· March 22, 2013

Northern NH Broadband Update and Regional Planning Session
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