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Data Collection
· Submitted completed data on 170 Illinois broadband providers for the tenth and final submission to the National Broadband Map.  Seven new providers were added for the first time, and 57 providers reported changes to their service areas.  
· Using the final round of provider data collected for the Illinois portion of the National Broadband Map, worked to update the Find & Request Broadband tool on the website so that consumers have the most up-to-date information when searching for a provider at their address.
· Updated maps and carrier data on Broadbandillinois.org to reflect new data collected.
· Collected data to update the Broadband Pricing Report.
· Over the quarter, broadbandillinois.org had visits from more than 7,000 unique individuals viewing an average of four pages each.  
· During the quarter, the Find Broadband tool was used more than 1,200 times, and the Request Broadband tool was used more than 20 times.

Impact/Capacity Building
· Released “Broadband Everywhere for Jobs and Prosperity,” a summary report of the state’s broadband accomplishments over the last five years. The report delves into 16 outcomes and the nine pieces of the path forward. 
· Facilitated ten workgroup meetings of the Broadband Deployment Council.  The workgroups are 1) Public/Private Partnerships; 2) Illinois Broadband Plan; 3) Open Issues; 4) FirstNet; and 5) Illinois Projects Monitoring.  Also recruited more private sector stakeholders for workgroups.
· Relocated Chicago office to 1871, with the intent of making and leveraging strategic connections with the innovation ecosystem.
· Publicized the final submission of Illinois data to the National Broadband Map.
· Organized meeting between Frontier Communications and the City of Carbondale to discuss Gigabit challenge network and municipal wireless for the downtown area. Also held a meeting with Frontier, the City of Carbondale, Carbondale Chamber, and Carbondale Mainstreet to preview Frontier’s Gigabit Community products and pricing.
· Attended Carbondale’s Downtown Advisory Committee Meeting and presented an overview of PCI capabilities, activities, and ability to assist efforts.
· In collaboration with the City of Carbondale, Carbondale’s Downtown Advisory Committee, and Frontier Communications, was featured in two December articles in The Southern Illinoisan, radio interviews, and local television as a result of editorial board interaction and a press conference regarding the implementation of the Gigabit City award to the City. The network will enhance Carbondale’s ability to compete on a global scale.
· Joined legislators, state officials, local mayors, community anchor institutions (CAIs) and others at a press event recognizing completion of the grant portion of the iFiber BTOP-funded high-speed broadband project, serving nine northwest counties of Illinois. 
· Participated in monthly GOHIT Alliance for Health meeting and the GOHIT Workforce Work Group subcommittee meetings. Additionally, served as co-chair for the Telehealth subgroup, which prepared several recommendations to move Telehealth forward in the State of Illinois.
· Continued daily interaction with consumers, providers, and officials through the use of social media.  Facebook fans have increased by 20% since June.  LinkedIn followers have increased by 27%.  Twitter followers have increased by 19% since June.  In the last 90 days, tweets have gained over 15,000 impressions.
· Highlighted in an article on a national scale through BroadbandBreakfast.com titled “The Year of Community and Municipal Gigabit Broadband,” which touted Illinois as a model for implementing Gigabit networks and enhancing consumer usage of broadband.
· Starred in a radio interview on the Illinois Radio Network on the topic of Illinois’ accomplishments in regards to broadband over the last five years, to tie in with the newly released report.
· Featured in a radio interview on the Illinois Radio Network on the topic of broadband access for school children and eRate reform.  
· Shared more than 300 articles on technology and broadband via the broadbandillinois.org website, social media, and the weekly news roundup newsletter.  
· Collaborated with the following entities in order to spur additional infrastructure, connectivity, and investment in Illinois Broadband Initiatives:
· 1871
· Ameren Electric Corporation’s Economic Development Department
· Benton Foundation
· CBRE Chicago Commercial Real Estate 
· Center for Digital Inclusion
· City of Tuscola
· Clearwave Communications
· Concept Catapult
· ConnectEd
· Convergence Technologies
· DCEO Office of Regional Economic Development 
· DLA Piper
· ECHO Project 
· Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association
· Globetrotter’s Engineering
· Government Technology Foundation
· Greater Egypt Rural Planning Commission
· iFiber
· Illinois Century Network
· Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
· Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center
· Illinois Rural Net
· Illinois Science and Technology Coalition
· Illinois State Board of Education
· John A. Logan College
· Lumity
· National Telecommunications and Information Administration
· Office of Emergency Management Chicago0
· Shawnee Link
· SIU School of Medicine
· SIUC Office of Economic and Regional Development
· USDA Rural Development
· Watermark Auto Group Corporate Responsibility & Development
· Webitects
· Wisper ISP 
· Woodlawn Broadband Expansion Partnership

Technical Assistance
· Aided the Pell Center on their broadband policy primer, providing information on the Gigabit City Competition.
· Assisted Village of Wadsworth and the Village of Collinsville with broadband opportunities in their respective area.
· Provided information for an interpretive plan for the Ohio River Scenic Byway in Southern Illinois.
· Worked with a property developer in Southern Illinois for broadband needs.
· Served on the Eliminate the Digital Divide Committee.
· Assisted an individual from Ferris, IL on broadband options and on advocating for himself and his community in regards to high-speed Internet. Also assisted customers in Cass County and Wilmette on identifying the best broadband options.
· Identified funding opportunities for providers and communities and published information via weekly newsletter and on website.
· Engaged with the City of Carbondale, Marion, and Herrin to boost their applications to the America’s Best Communities Challenge.
· Quoted in an article about the America’s Best Cities Prize Competition in The Southern Illinoisan, promoting economic development that could be spurred by the competition.
· Attended the Illinois Technology Association Internet of Things Conference, and gained new insights into mobile health, wearable technology, education, smart cards, security, and governance.
· Participated in the 2014 Michigan Broadband Conference, which brought together leaders from education, libraries, economic development, local government, healthcare, and technology sectors to share and learn cross-collaborative best practices for expanding broadband and technology access, adoption, and use and move Michigan to the forefront of the digital economy.  Many of the lessons learned can be applied to Illinois.
· Participated in the East Central Illinois Economic Development Association’s Annual Broadband Summit, highlighting regional success stories such as Illinois Broadband Innovation Fund recipient Integrated Therapies of Newton, IL.  Integrated Therapies received an award through the fund to begin implementing telepractice.
· Promoted the Next Century Cities initiative before announcement was made in the news.
· Participated in board meetings of the ConnectSI Foundation.
· Toured the EPL Bio Analytical Services Laboratory in Decatur, engaging regarding technology usage and job creation.


