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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The U.S. Department of Commerce (DOC), National Telecommunications
and Information Administration (NTIA) Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program (BTOP) has awarded federal funding to Zayo
Bandwidth, LLC (Zayo) in partnership with Anoka County to enable
high-speed broadband services to government, businesses, community
institutions, and local internet service providers in Minnesota.

The Connect Anoka County Community Broadband Network (hereafter
referred to as the “Project”) involves Middle Mile broadband
infrastructure and the connection of 145 anchor institutions with
approximately 240 miles of fiber, a comprehensive community
infrastructure network. The Project plans to make broadband services
available to Anoka County government, businesses, other anchor
institutions, carriers, and Last Mile Providers, as well as parts of Isanti and
Ramsey Counties.

The Project is designed to meet all seven BTOP Comprehensive
Community Infrastructure (CCI) priorities and meet the needs of key
stakeholders within Anoka County. Therefore, the Project facilitates the
following;:

Provides immediate connectivity relief to the anchor institutions with
cost-effective high speed transport services;

e Creates a public-private partnership for the delivery of a broadband
solution;

e Provides economic enhancements to an area with lower incomes, high
unemployment, and high foreclosure rates;

e Brings broadband to a community college in an economically
distressed area that would otherwise be unable to afford to obtain
services;

e Provides connectivity to public safety entities to allow for sharing of
data, and implementation of technologies that could otherwise not
occur; and

e Provides the opportunity to deliver Last Mile services to business and
residents of the area.
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Table ES-1.

The Project consists of three primary core rings, along with multiple
distribution segments. These rings would include approximately 170
miles of overhead installation and approximately 70 miles of underground
installation. The Project responds to concerns of residents, businesses, and
institutions within Anoka County. As part of an information gathering
effort conducted over the past year by Connect Anoka County, these
groups cited the need for improvement and access to existing services.

An alternative to the Proposed Action includes a No Action alternative.
Under the No Action Alternative, the Project would not be constructed
and unmet needs would continue in the unserved and underserved
communities in Anoka County, as well as Isanti and Ramsey Counties. Of
the two alternatives analyzed, the Proposed Action is found to best meet
the purpose and need for action.

As part of this analysis, the environmental impacts of each alternative
were addressed. The Project would not require the construction of any
new buildings or sites. The 240 miles of fiber in Anoka County and the
two surrounding counties would include the installation of the fiber with
electronics located along the proposed route at pre-existing buildings.
The proposed Project would follow along existing utility rights-of-way
(ROWs) and existing infrastructure (e.g., road, railroads, etc.) ROWs to the
maximum extent feasible.

The following table provides a summary of these impacts for both
alternatives:

Summary of Environmental Impacts for the Proposed Action and the No
Action Alternatives.

Resources Area Proposed Action No Action Alternative

Noise - May result in temporary indirect - No direct or indirect
effects associated with auditory impacts would result
impacts from construction activities from this alternative
and equipment

Air Quality - May result in temporary indirect - No direct or indirect
effects associated with exhaust impacts would result
emissions from construction from this alternative

vehicles and dust particulates and
pollutants from construction
activities

Geology and - May result in temporary impacts - No direct or indirect
Soils during the construction phase, impacts would result
including soil compaction, from this alternative

alteration in surface water drainage
and infiltration due to soil
compaction, disruption of
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Resources Area

Proposed Action

No Action Alternative

agricultural practices, and crop
damages during the growing
season

May result in temporary impacts
associated with construction, such
as transporting invasive plant
species into adjacent agricultural
fields

Surface Water
Resources

May result in temporary impacts
during construction due to
sediment reaching water resources;
thus, degrading water quality as a
result of increased turbidity

No direct or indirect
impacts would result
from this alternative

Groundwater
Resources

May result in groundwater
contamination from equipment
leaks or refueling when directional
boring or vibratory plowing
techniques are used for installation

No direct or indirect
impacts would result
from this alternative

Wetlands and
Floodplains

No direct or indirect impacts are
associated with this alternative

No direct or indirect
impacts would result
from this alternative

Vegetation and
Habitat

May result in temporary impacts
associated with construction, such
as soil and vegetative disturbance
and transporting invasive plant
species into adjacent agricultural
fields

No direct or indirect
impacts would result
from this alternative

Wildlife

May result in temporary impacts
associated with construction, such
as ground disturbance, tree
clearance, and displacement

No direct or indirect
impacts would result
from this alternative

Threatened and
Endangered
Species

May result in temporary impacts
associated with construction, such
as ground disturbance, tree
clearance, and displacement

No direct or indirect
impacts would result
from this alternative

Historic and
Cultural
Resources

May result in permanent impacts to
archaeological sites, if construction
activities disturb an intact cultural
context below the ground surface

No direct or indirect
impacts would result
from this alternative

Aesthetics and
Visual

May result in minimal visual
impacts that alter the scenic quality

No direct or indirect
impacts would result

Resources and natural appearance of the from this alternative
landscape due to construction
activities and the presence of
construction equipment
Land Use May positively impact existing No direct impacts
service through provision of new would result from
technology and support for future this alternative
development Indirect impacts
May result in temporary indirect include the
effects associated with visual and continuing lack of
auditory impacts from construction adequate broadband
activities services
Infrastructure May result in temporary indirect No direct or indirect
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Resources Area

Proposed Action

No Action Alternative

effects associated with visual and
auditory impacts from construction
activities

impacts would result
from this alternative

Socioeconomics No direct impacts to residences and No direct impacts
and businesses are anticipated would result from
Environmental May positively impact existing this alternative
Justice service through provision of new Indirect impacts
technology and support for future include the
development continuing lack of
May result in temporary indirect adequate broadband
effects associated with visual and services
auditory impacts from construction
activities
Would generate additional jobs
Would provide short-term influx of
income to the counties
No disproportionate impact would
be placed on minority populations
or low-income groups
Human Health Potential to encounter existing soil No direct impacts
and Safety and groundwater contamination would result from
during construction this alternative
May result in temporary indirect Indirect impacts
effects associated with visual and include the
auditory impacts from construction continuing lack of
activities adequate broadband
Potential for accidents related to services
typical construction projects
Cumulative No cumulative impacts have been No direct or indirect
Effects identified as part of this Project cumulative impacts

would result from
this alternative

The significance of the Proposed Action has been analyzed based on the
Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ’s) Regulations for
implementing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) context and
intensity criteria (Section 1508.27). The Proposed Action is not reasonably
expected to cause significant adverse impact to the existing environment
within Anoka, Isanti, and Ramsey Counties with regard to the various
resource areas evaluated as part of this assessment.

The Proposed Action is expected to improve high-speed broadband
services available to users and providers in Anoka County and parts of
nearby Isanti and Ramsey Counties. The proposed Project would bring
substantially upgraded broadband service with speeds between 100 Mb/s
and up to 10 Gb/s to anchor institutions through the deployment of 240
miles of broadband infrastructure.
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As shown by the information and analysis presented herein,
implementation of the Project would not significantly impact the overall
quality of the human and natural environment. All beneficial and adverse
impacts of the Proposed Action have been addressed to reach a conclusion
of no significant impacts. Therefore, preparation of an environmental
impact statement (EIS) for this action is not necessary.
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