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Lawrence E. Strickling 

Administrator, National Teleco 
U.S. Department of Go 

affect tribal lands, andspecidically those ~ands'br areas that are impofiabttotheTrlbe. The Tribe 
, , 

recommends tho ~o txhe r i '  dalifornia~p'eb comm ID: 7299; Applicant: 
Redwood Telephone L.L.c.; ~ r o j i c t ' ~ ~  

Del Norte County iscpnii mmunities with 
poverty and unemployment rited i m o  el Norte county is 
increasingly becornin& a critical ernployiie people travel into the 

, ,,, 

County for employment on a daily basis than lea\ie'i< add its primary medical facility, Suttcr Coast 
Hospital, services a high number of non-local residents From coastal southern Oregon. In addition, the 
Tribe, through i ts enterprises, is a major regional employer ad a significant development partner in the 
community. 

Del Norte County is served by a single high speed fiber line running from the north and 
terminating in Crescent City approximately 19 miles south of the Oregon border. Lack of route 
redundancy seriously impacts telemedicine and distance learning activity in the region and restricts the 
abiliw of public safety departments to deliver guaranteed enforcement services. In addition, most of the 
southern portion of Del Norte County-along U.S. Highway 101- has no broadband connection, which 
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effective isolates an Indian Health Services provider, two schools, several tourlsm related businesses and 
approximately 1,000 residents from the rest of the County. 

The tribe recommends the application by Redwood Telephone L.L.C. to provide middle and last 

mile broadband services. In particular, the Tribe views as crltlcal the ability to provide route redundancy 
to our community by bridging the middle mile connection between Crescent City and northern parts of 
adjacent I-lumboldt County along U.S. Highway 101; and in the process providing broadband access to 
key publlc institutions and prlvate enterprise along U.5. Highway 101. This approach is also consistent 
with Del Norte County's "HAS199.COM" (harbor/Airport/Sewer/Hwy 199/ broadband) infrastructure 
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